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Some  time  during  the  }'C8r  183'2  I was  informed  that  an  oppj)site  iicighliour  of 
mine  (Edward  Giles,  Esq.  No.  5,  Tavistock  Place)  was  in  |>ossession  of  a large 
collection  of  original  manuscript  letters,  written  hy  the  celebrated  Mr.  John 
Flamsteed  to  his  friend  Mr.  Abraham  Sharp,  who  had  formerly  been  his  a.-ssistant 
at  the  Royal  Observatory  at  Greenwich,  and  who  made  the  mural  arc  then  in 
use.  These  letters  were  found  some  years  ago,  at  Mr.  Sharp’s  house,  in  a box 
deposited  in  a garret,  filled  with  various  books  and  papers;  and  Mr.  Giles  was 
goiMl  enough  to  send  them  over  to  me  for  my  perusal  •.  I immediately  recognised 
the  hand-writing  of  Flamsteed,  and  found  that  they  contained  much  interesting 
and  original  matter,  connected  with  his  astronominil  lalairs,  not  generally  known. 
Tlie  whole  collection  (at  least  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  Flamsteed)  ixui- 
sists  not  only  of  the  letters  written  by  Mr.  Flamsteisl  (124  in  number),  but  also 
of  one  letter  from  Mrs.  Flamstceil,  and  60  from  Mr.  Joseph  Crosthwait,  his 
assistant  likewise  at  the  Royal  Observatory;  all  adiiressed  to  Mr.  .Sharp,  who  at 
that  time  resided  at  Little  Horton,  near  Bradford  in  ^'orkshire,  on  an  estate  of 
his  own  f,  where  he  lived  a very  secluded  life,  passing  most  of  his  time  in  a.stro- 
nomical  calculations.  W'hen  Flamsteed  set  about  riHlucing  his  observations,  he 
requested  Mr.  Sharp  to  undertake  the  computation  of  the  places  of  several  of 
the  stars  in  his  catalogue,  and  also  of  the  mixin  and  planets,  from  the  original 

* Giles  is  since  drccaaed ; and  the  letters  arc  now  the  property  and  in  the  possession  of  his 
widow.  They  had  liecn  hitherto  kept  ioose  in  a portfolio,  but  are  now  bound  up  in  one  thick  volume. 

t These  letters  seem  to  have  been  all  sent  by  the  general  poet;  the  ofSce-stamp  of  which  they 
respectively  bear.  They  are  undoubtedly  the  same  us  those  meutioned  by  Dr.  Hutton  in  his  Maiftc- 
ftMiical  Didionaryt  under  the  article  Sharp  ;**  and  they  ap]H;ar,  from  what  is  there  stated,  to 
have  been  seen  and  examined  at  various  times  hy  sevcTwl  jicrsons,  not  one  of  whom  however  has 
given  us  any  particular  information  as  to  their  contents.  I have  recently  caused  a copy  of  all  these 
letters  to  be  taken,  which  has  been  presented  to  the  Royal  Astronomical  Society,  and  is  now  depo* 
sited  in  their  library.  This  copy  has  since  been  collated  with  the  original  manuscripts  by  two  of  the 
Members  of  the  Coancil  of  that  Society. 

c 


Digitized  by  Google 


XIV 


Preface. 

observations : ami  an  extensive  and  friendly  correspondence  was  thus  commenced 
and  kept  up  between  tbeni  till  the  time  of  Flamsteed's  death ; which  was  after- 
wards continued  with  Mr.  Crosthwait,  who  superintended  the  printing  of  Flam- 
steed’s works  after  his  decease.  This  correspondence  embraces  a variety  of  sub- 
jects : but  the  principal,  tlie  most  novel,  and  the  most  interesting,  is  the  account 
of  the  repeated  difficulties  and  impediments  which  delayed  and  almost  prevented 
the  publication  of  the  Hititoria  C(rle«ti»  ; and  the  new  light  which  it  throws 
not  only  on  the  history  of  that  transaction,  but  also  on  the  whole  of  Flam.steed’s 
laliors  in  the  science  of  A.stroDomy.  Of  this  I shall  speak  again  in  the  seijuel. 

In  the  meantime,  having  recollected  to  have  fonnerly  seen,  at  the  Royal  Ob- 
s<‘n'atory,  some  manuscript  papers  originally  belonging  to  Mr.  Flamsteed  relative 
to  this  subject  *,  I proceeded  thither  to  examine  them  more  minutely,  in  order  to 
see  if  any  additional  information  could  be  obtained  on  this  |wiut ; the  Astronomer 
Royal  kindly  affording  me  every  assistance  in  the  pursuit  of  my  imjuiries.  To 
my  great  surprise  and  delight  I found  there  a vast  mass  of  MS  hooks,  pu|)ers  and 
letters  belonging  to  Fbimsteed,  which  had  been  lying  on  the  shelves  of  the  library 
for  the  last  sixty  years,  unnoticed  and  unknown.  These  manuscripts  were  pur- 
chased by  the  late  Board  of  Ixmgitude  in  1771,  for  the  sum  of  TKK),  at  the 
sugge.stion  or  recommendation  of  the  Royal  Society  j'.  At  the  time  that  1 dis- 
covered them,  they  were  in  great  confusion  and  disorder:  the  major  part  of  the 
biaiks  had  lost  their  covei's,  niusd  of  the  letters  and  papers  were  loose  and  scal- 

' .See  Marmri  tif  the  Ajtrm.  Hoc.  vol.  iv.  page  137 ; where  alliuion  is  nude  to  a mamneript 
fragment  of  the  hialory  of  Flamatccd'a  life,  whicli  ia  now  bound  up  and  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  32  D. 
It  ia  not  in  Flamsteed's  hand-writing  as  1 have  there  supposed;  but  is  a fair  transcript  of  the 
statement  which  was  written  by  him. 

t The  following  entry  ia  to  be  found  in  the  Covneit  book  of  the  Koyal  Society  : viz. 

“November  29,  1771.  The  President  [James  West,  Esq.]  mentioned  that  he  had  acquainted 
“ the  Coromisaioners  of  Longitude  with  the  large  collection  of  manuscript  volumes  and  papers  of 
“ the  late  Mr.  Flamsteed,  meutiuued  by  Mr.  Raper,  and  lately  found  at  Islington  by  Mr.  Bclchier, 
“ and  brought  to  the  house  of  the  Royal  Society ; aud  that  the  Commissioners  had  onlered  their 
“ Seeretary  to  pay  the  sum  of  i^lOO,  lieing  tire  price  for  the  whole,  demanded  of  Mr.  Bclchier. 
“ And  that  the  said  volumes  and  pa[teTs  be  examined  by  the  .\struuomer  Royal  [l}r.  Maakelyne] 
“ and  .M  r.  Robertson,  to  select  such  as  relaterl  to  the  Royal  Society,  to  l>e  kept  in  their  house  ; and 
“ the  rest  to  be  deposited  in  the  Royal  Observatory  for  the  benelit  of  Astronomy  and  Navigation.” 
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tered  about,  and  those  which  were  pasted  into  guard-books  were  very  ill-arranged, 
and  moreover  fastened  with  such  u ma*g  of  paste,  that  they  were  literally  mmiU 
dering  away.  Amongst  the  confused  heap,  I waa  fortunate  enough  to  find  a 
catalugue  of  these  manuscripts,  apparently  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  late  Dr. 
Maskelyne,  or  compiled  under  his  sujierintendence.  Tliis  catalogue  is  by  no 
means  arranged  with  any  method,  and  I stispect  that  this  distinguished  astrono- 
mer had  not  examined  very  minutely  the  contents  of  the  several  volumes ; it 
assured  me  however  that  very  few  (if  any)  of  the  manuscripts  were  missing,  and 
tliat  they  were  nearly  in  the  same  state  as  when  tliey  were  first  de|>usite<l  at  the 
Observatory.* 

My  first  object  was  to  detach  the  letters  from  the  guard-books,  and  to  free 
them  from  the  injurious  effects  of  the  paste,  which  was  visibly  destroying  the 
color  of  the  ink  and  the  texture  of  the  pa|>er ; tlien,  having  arranged  them  ac- 
cording to  their  subjects  and  their  dates,  I caused  them  to  be  neatly  liound,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  conveniently  referred  to  hereafter.  The  other  parts  of 
the  manuscripts  (that  were  loose)  were  treated  in  a similar  manner,  and  bound 
up  in  different  volumes  according  to  their  contents ; the  books  also  were  repaired ; 
and  the  whole  collection  lettered  and  numbered  in  regular  order,  agreeably  to  the 
Catalogue  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  Preface.  In  thLs  manner  the 
several  volumes  may  be  readily  and  conveniently  consulted  at  any  future  time ; 
and  it  is  in  this  manner,  and  according  to  this  arrangement,  that  I have  referred 
to  them  in  the  several  quotations  that  I have  found  it  necessary  to  make  in  the 
progress  of  the  present  work. 

These  manuscripts,  which  I consider  of  inestimable  value  in  an  astronomical 
point  of  view,  ought  certainly  to  be  (and  no  doubt  in  future  will  be)  preserved 
with  great  care.  They  contain,  amongst  a mass  of  valuable  matter,  the  original 
enlrie*  not  only  of  Flamsteed's  astronomical  observations  made  at  the  Royal 
Observatory,  but  also  those  which  he  previously  made  at  Derby  and  at  the  Tower ; 
as  well  as  duplicate  copies  of  the  same ; a great  variety  of  computations  connected 
with  his  astronomical  labors  and  researches,  more  especially  those  from  which 
* This  Cstslogus  is  preserved  in  the  box  MSS,  vol.  67.  See  page  lixiii. 
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tlie  British  Catalogue  hii8  Ix-en  deduced ; several  of  his  catalogues,  in  various 
states  of  progress ; many  particulars  relative  to  the  history  of  his  own  life ; the 
original  preface  that  was  intended  for  the  third  volume  of  the  Hiotoria  Ceelenti* 
but  which  was  suppressed  by  his  editors ; a vast  collection  of  letters  from  various 
individuals  in  this  and  in  foreign  countries,  amongst  which  are  nearly  the  vrhole 
of  Mr,  Sharp'll  unmeers  to  those  of  Flamsteed  already  mentioned  in  the  early 
part  of  this  Preface  ; together  with  much  other  matter,  the  nature  of  which  will 
l)e  Ijcst  learnt  from  an  ins]>ection  of  the  catalogue  aliove  alluded  to ; nearly  all 
of  which  (with  the  exception  of  the  correspondence)  are  in  Flamsteed’s  own 
hand-writing. 

Having  minutely  examined  the  whole  of  these  manuscripts,  I soon  found  that 
the  character  of  Flamsteed  had  not  been  fully  developed  by  his  biographers ; 
that  these  documents  opened  a new  view  of  the  great  obligations  which  are  due 
to  him  for  his  unparalleled  exertions  in  the  cause  of  astronomy,  in  the  midst  of 
vexatious  and  difficulties  that  would  have  weighed  down  a mind  of  a less  power- 
ful temperament ; ami  that  they  exhibite<l  him  in  a light  very  diflerent  from 
that  in  which  he  has  been  generally  viewed.  Instead  of  the  mere  selfish  and 
indolent  observer,  pursuing  his  obst'rvations  at  his  own  ease  and  for  his  own 
amusement,  rcg-ardlcss  of  his  fame,  and  unwilling  to  communicate  the  result  of 
his  labors  to  others,  as  some  of  his  contemporaries  and  even  his  more  recent 
biographers  have  too  incautiously  represented  or  insinuated  him  to  have  la-en*. 


* In  the  Diclitmnaire  Ihsiffritfue  du  Moreriy  publishefl  in  1759,  it  is  Btatctl,  under  the  life  of 
**  Flamstcrd,*'  that  his  Observations  were  about  to  be  published  by  the  English  Govenimeni,  in 
3 volumes ; but  that  quarrel  %pi(h  A’ew/on,  trAo  had  foumi  many  of  his  observalions  incarrect^ 
being  brought  before  the  Academy  of  Seiencet  of  Parish  that  learned  Society  decided  tn  facour 
of  Newton^  iphich  decision  sinpt  the  progress  of  the  u\irk!!.'  It  is  needless  to  answer  an  accu- 
sation so  totally  devoid  of  truth.  Moreover,  in  the  Biographic  Uniterselley  published  in  1816,  it 
it  stated,  under  the  life  of  Flamsteed,’*  that  tlie  public  were  very  desirous  of  seeing  his  Ohserva- 
tions  printwl  j but  thattfrom  tlie  character  of  Flamsteed^  this  desire  vu  a reason  why  they  shouUl 
not  expect  it  from  htm : and  the  English  Government  iiw  obliged  to  use  its  authority,  by  direct^ 
ing  Hailey  to  supply  th(U  which  the  author  %eould  not  give.  Mr.  North  also,  in  his  life  of  the 
l,.ord  Kce|»cr  North,  has  itMlulged  in  a vein  of  Barcasn)  and  misrepresentation  evidently  intended  to 
depreciate  the  character  and  labors  of  FIamstce<l,  of  wliose  true  merits  he  appears  to  be  wholly  igno- 
rant. And  Sir  David  Brewster,  in  his  recent  life  of  Newton,  has  (by  a singular  error,  to  which  I 
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w«  liml  him  not  only  actively  employed  in  making  and  dividing  his  own  instni- 
luents,  with  his  own  hands,  and  at  his  own  expense,  but  also  devoting  his  spare 
hours  to  the  investigation  of  the  lunar  and  planetary  theories,  suggesting 
remedies  for  the  various  anomalies  that  he  too  fre<|ueiitly  met  with,  tbrining 
tables  for  the  more  accurate  computation  of  their  places,  and  communicating 
the  result  of  his  inijuiries  with  the  greatest  readiness  to  those  who  were  pro- 
secuting the  same  studies ; at  the  same  time  struggling  nut  merely  with  illness, 
but  with  difficulties  and  obstructions  of  various  kinds.  But  that  which  I 
consider,  in  these  manuscripts,  as  of  most  importance  to  the  practical  astronomer 
of  the  present  day,  is  the  discovery  of  the  original  computation  l>ook  alwve 
mentioned,  from  which  the  major  part  of  the  British  Catalogue  has  l>een 
deduced  ; and  which  has  enabled  me  not  only  to  detect  many  errors  in  that 
catalogue,  but  also  to  discover  the  source  of  them,  and  thus  correct  them  with 
more  confidence.  It  was  under  an  impression  that  so  much  additional  light 
might  thereby  be  thrown  on  the  history  of  Flamsteed's  life  and  labors  that  I 
drew  up  a representation  of  the  facts  here  stated,  and  suggested  the  propriety 
of  republishing  the  British  Catalogue  with  such  amendments  and  additions  as 
might  thus  be  afforded ; to  be  accompanied  with  such  extracts  from  these  newly 
discovered  manuscripts  as  would  tend  to  exhibit  the  character  of  Flamsteed  in 
its  true  and  proper  colors ; offering  at  the  same  time  not  only  to  select  the 
requisite  portions  of  the  M.SS,  but  also  to  make  the  necessary  corrections  and 
additions  to  the  catalogue,  and  to  superintend  the  printing  of  the  work.  This 
representation  was  contained  in  a letter  which  1 addressed  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness tlie  Duke  of  Sussex,  President  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Royal 

have  alluded  more  at  length,  in  page  xxxiii)  exhibited  Flamsteed  also  in  a character  which  he  by 
no  means  deserves,  and  which  indeed  is  totally  at  variance  with  Flamsteed’s  whole  history. 

From  such  jrartial  statements  and  unfoundetl  remarks,  there  is  perhaps  no  person  whose  private 
character  has  suffered  so  much  as  Flamsteed's.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  his  two  powcrfiil  op|»>- 
nents  were  Lords  of  the  Ascendant,  and  standing  deservedly  high  in  public  estimation ; and  no 
friendly  hand  was  stretched  forth  to  stop  the  idle  rumours  that  had  been  propagatcrl  relative  to  his 
temper,  his  labors,  and  the  utility  of  his  putauita.  Even  the  vindication,  which  he  left  behind  hini_ 
was  suppresseri ; and  chance  only  has  now  first  brought  it  to  light.  I trust  that  the  present  volume 
will  remove  all  these  false  impressions. 
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Observatory,  by  whom  it  ivas  (at  tlie  Visitation  in  June,  1834,)  ordered  to  be 
transuiitted  to  the  Ijords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  with  a recommenda- 
tion that  it  should  be  carrierl  into  effect : with  which  recommendation  their 
Lordships  were  pleased  to  comply,  and  likewise  to  order  that  the  work  should 
be  printed  at  the  public  expense.  tSuch  is  the  origin  of  the  present  volume, 
which  is  divided  into  two  distinct  parts : the  /irW  containing  Flamsteed’s  history 
of  his  own  life,  as  drawu  up  from  his  own  manuscripts  and  papers,  confinned 
and  illustrate<l  by  various  other  documents  given  in  the  Appendix : the  tettmd 
containing  his  British  Catalogue  corrected  and  enlarged,  with  an  account  of  the 
inode  in  which  the  same  was  constructed,  and  of  the  various  alterations  and 
corrections  now  made  therein.  As  it  is  not  my  intention  to  disturb  the  order  or 
spirit  of  Flamsteed’s  narrative,  but  to  give  every  part  of  it  in  hie  own  words, 
it  W'ill  perhaps  l>e  best  previously  to  give  a short  abstract  of  the  history  of 
Flamsteed’s  life ; with  reference  principally  to  those  [loints  connected  with  these 
manuscripts,  which  are  not  so  fully  alluded  to  by  his  biographers. 

The  best  and  only  authentic  account  of  the  life  of  Flamsteed  (as  far  as  it 
extends)  is  that  which  is  given  in  the  General  Dictionary*  ; the  materials  for 
which  appear  to  have  been  furnished  by  Mr.  James  Hodgson,  who  was  formerly 
his  assistant  at  the  Observatory,  and  whose  family,  in  consequence  of  his 
marriage  with  Flamsteed's  niece,  eventually  inherited  a great  portion  of  his 
property.  Those  materials  however  were  very  scanty,  and  consisted  only  of  the 
two  MS  papers  wliich  form  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  Flamsteed’s 
autobiography,  given  in  the  first  part  of  the  present  volume,  (viz.  The  self- 
inspections of  J.  F.  and  Historica  narratio  vitte  meet ; see  page  3 :)  together 
wnth  some  letters  which  were  written  in  the  early  part  of  his  astronomical  career 
to  Mr.  John  Collins.  At  least  this  is  all  that  the  biographers  acknowledge  to 
have  received  ; and  from  which  they  extracted  such  portions  ns  they  conceived 
would  be  most  interesting.  Why  Mr.  Hodgson,  who  was  so  deeply  interested  in 
Flamsteed’s  fame,  should  have  kept  back  or  suppressed  those  important  docu- 

* See  the  different  titles,  under  which  this  work  is  quoted,  in  psige  3 of  the  present  volume. 
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ineiiUi  in  his  possession  which  tlirow  so  much  light  on  Flamsteed’s  true 
cliaracter  ; and  which  refer — to  liis  labors  in  rectifying  the  places  of  the  sun, 
moon,  and  planets — to  the  vast  mass  of  computations  which  he  made  in  order  to 
correct  not  oidy  those  places  but  also  the  positions  of  the  fixed  stars — to  the 
vexations  and  annoyances  which  interrupted  the  peaceful  and  steady  pursuit  of 
these  subjects,  from  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  acted  otherwise — to  the  [>er- 
sonal  sacrifices  of  time,  of  money,  and  of  health,  which  he  made  to  carry  on  his 
observations  with  cflFect,  to  derluce  the  most  ini|)ortnnt  consequences  therefrom, 
and  afterwards  to  print  them  at  his  own  expense — to  the  opposition  he  met  n ith, 
and  the  repeated  contests  which  he  had  with  Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  Dr.  Halley 
in  the  prosecution  of  these  measures — and  to  the  vindication  which  he  left  behind 
him,  in  order  to  justify  his  conduct  to  posterity — why  these  and  many  other  inte- 
resting portions  of  his  history  were  withheld,  I am  at  n loss  to  imagine : unless 
indeed  it  were,  that  the  editors  of  that  voluminous  and  respectable  work  might 
not  have  thought  it  prudent  or  politic  to  risk  an  article  refiectiug  in  such  strong 
terms  on  characters  so  distinguishfid,  and  standing  so  deservedly  high  in  public 
estimation,  a.s  Newton  and  Halley*.  Probably  the  same  motives  might  also 
have  induced  Mr.  Hodgson  to  withhold  from  publication  that  portion  of  the 
Preface  to  the  UitUtria  Cvlentis,  wliich  Flamsteed  hud  expressly  drawn  up  for 
his  own  vindication,  and  wdiicli  appears  to  have  l>een  actually  written  out  fur 
tlie  press  during  his  lifetime ; a portion  of  such  copy  being  still  in  existence 
amongst  Flamsteed's  MSS.  These  personal  motives  however  have  long  passed 
away,  and  now  cease  to  exist : and  however  unpleasant  and  painful  it  may  be 
to  an  enlightened  mind,  to  find  two  such  eminent  characters  as  Newton  and 

• That  lomc  ftelinj;  of  thu  sort  must  have  guided  their  conduct  it,  I think,  evident  from  the  fact 
thmt  Dr.  Birch  (one  of  the  editors  of  the  G&nfral  Dictimiary)  was  furnithed  with  copies  of  ail 
Newton’s  letters  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford,  alluded  to  in  page  jxi : and  which 
Mpift  are  now  in  the  British  Museum,  and  designated  by  the  title  of  Birch’s  MSS : a few  of  which 
letters  only  srt  inserted  in  the  life  of  Newton  On  comparing  these  with  other  copies  from  the 
ori^tuUSf  furnished  me  through  the  kindness  of  Professor  Kigsud,  1 have  observed  a few  slight 
vsrislions,  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  Ur.  Birch’s  copies  lisd  been  written  in  great  bssu-,  snd 
not  afterwards  collated. 
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Halley  mixed  up  with  subjects  of  the  kind  to  which  I shall  presently  allude, 
and  pursuing  a line  of  conduct  towards  Flamsteed,  which  tends  to  make  them 
apjiear  less  amiable  in  our  eyes,  yet  a projier  regard  for  truth  and  justice 
prevents  any  suppression,  at  the  present  day,  of  the  many  curious  and  important 
(though  often  at  the  same  time  lamentable)  facts  which  these  manuscripts  have, 
lor  the  first  time,  now  brought  to  light. 

I have  indeed,  in  justice  to  the  jiarties  here  alludial  to,  endeavoured  to  procure 
infonnation  of  a contniry  tendency  from  various  sources,  and  sought  for  docu- 
ments which  might  tend  either  to  extenuate  and  explain  the  conduct  of  Newton 
and  Halley  in  these  prweedings ; or  to  throw  some  light  on  the  origin  and 
nature  of  the  quarrel  that,  at  a certain  |)eri<Ki  of  this  history,  existed  l)e- 
twet»n  Flamsteed  and  his  two  distinguished  contemporaries : hut,  notwith- 
standing all  my  researches,  I regret  that  it  has  been  hitherto  without  success. 
Through  the  obliging  civility  of  Sir  Henry  Kllis  I have  hud  free  access  to  all 
the  documents  which  the  British  Museum  affords  ; Professor  Rigaud  also  has 
l»een  good  enough  to  sejireh  the  several  libraries  at  Oxford,  where  infonnation 
was  likely  to  be  obtained ; by  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  M'.  M'hewell  and 
the  Rev.  G Peacock  I have  examined  the  collection  of  Newton's  MS  letters 
uhich  arc  preserved  in  the  library  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge*;  and  by  the 
iutere,st  of  Walker  Hkirrow,  Ksq.  I have  l>een  i>ennitted  to  ins|>ect  the  large 
and  valuable  collection  of  Newton  MSS  lx;longing  to  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth, 
now  in  the  custody  of  H.  Fellowcs,  Esi|.  who  was  so  obliging  as  to  afford  me 
every  facility  for  that  purpo.se  : hut  at  none  of  these  places  have  I l)een  able  to 
throw  any  light  on  the  special  object  of  my  inquiries;  although  I have  in  the 
course  of  my  search  met  with  several  interesting  documents  of  another  kind, 

• In  this  Istlcr  callcclion  there  is  a letter  from  .Mr.  W.  Jonca  to  Mr.  H.  Cutes,  dated  Sept.  17, 
171 1,  wherein  he  states  that  '*  Dr.  Halley  has  almost  luiishcd  the  printing  of  the  Greenwich  Obser- 
•*  vations,  which  will  bd  a work  of  gisod  use,  cffcciatty  as  it  is  now  freed  from  the  trifles  it  was 
**  loaded  with  : *'  a flippant  remark,  evidently  caused  by  the  rumours  of  the  day  ; fur  Mr.  Jones 
was  a man  of  too  sound  a judgment  to  have  used  such  an  expression,  had  he  known  the  merits  of 
the  cose. 
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which  have  never  yet  been  publisiied,  and  which  I have  considered  of  sufficient 
importance  to  form  part  of  the  present  volume  *. 

Flamsteed  was  always,  from  early  life,  of  a very  pious  and  religious  turn  of 
mind ; he  very  soon  decided  on  entering  the  Church ; and,  at  a more  advanced 
period,  could  scarcely  he  jwrsuaded  from  devoting  himself  entirely  to  the  duties 
of  a minister.  “ My  desires  (he  says)  liave  always  been  for  learning  and 
" divinity : and  though  I have  been  accidentally  put  from  it  by  (rod's  provi- 
" deuce,  yet  I have  always  thought  myself  more  qualified  fur  it  than  fur  any 
•'  other  einpluyment ; because!  my  Istdily  weakness  will  not  |>ennit  me  action, 
“ aiul  my  mind  has  always  been  fitted  for  the  contemplation  of  God  and  his 
“ works.”  All  his  letters  breathe  a spirit  of  piety  and  resignation  to  the  nill  of 

• These  are  pTinripally  the  letters  of  Newton,  procured  by  Professor  Ri^ud  from  the  library  of 
Corpus  Christi  CoUei^,  Oxford,  in  the  Appendix  (No.  19 — 34) : and  some  letters  of  Flamsteed  to 
Dr.  Bernard,  which  he  aftens&rds  found  in  the  Bodleian  library,  but  which  I did  not  receive  till  the 
Appendix  was  printed  olT.  * 

I would  also  here  remark,  that  it  was  not  till  after  this  work  was  nearly  finished,  that  I had  an 
opportunit)'  of  inspecting  the  above  mentioned  Newton  MSS  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth; a most  valuable  and  im|>ortant  collection  of  documents.  A list  of  these  MSS  is  given  by 
Dr.  Hutton,  in  bis  ^fathema^ic^ll  Dictionary^  st  the  end  of  his  life  of  “ Newton  :**  but,  from  what 
is  there  stated,  it  has  generally,  though  erroneously,  been  inferred,  that  they  are  of  little  or  no  value ; 
because  Dr.  Pellet  (who  was  chosen  by  the  administrators  to  peruse  (hem,  and  to  give  his  opinion 
whether  there  were  any  that  might  be  publiilied  with  advantage)  has  judged  them  not  fit  to  be 
printed.  Dr.  Pellet,  however,  (as  1 conclude  from  the  perusal  of  some  of  the  pa|>er8  in  this  collection) 
w as  consulted  merely  as  to  the  prospect  of  any  profit  or  pecuniary  advantage  likely  to  arise  from 
such  a publication,  in  order  that  the  prcK:ceds  thereof  might  be  estimated  as  a portion  of  the  assets  of 
Newton's  estate,  which  were  eventually  to  be  divided  between  the  parties  interested  in  the  distribution, 
hut  not  that  be  should  be  required  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  the  intrinsic  merits,  character,  or  import- 
ance of  those  MSS.  But,  whatever  view  Dr.  Pellet  might  have  taken  of  the  subject  in  his  time,  I 
can  state  most  decidedly  that  there  arc,  amongst  those  MSS,  many  documents  and  much  infiw- 
mation  connected  with  Newton’s  life  and  pursuits,  that  are  ftoic  highly  interesting,  and  not  generally 
known.  And  I trust  that  these  very  important  papers  will  be  carefully  preserved,  and  that  they  will, 
at  no  very  distant  period,  be  submitted  to  the  examination  of  schuc  person,  not  only  for  the  purpose 
of  their  being  better  arranged  and  preserved,  but  also  with  a vdew  to  publishing  such  portions  of 
them  as  rosy  tend  to  illustrate  more  fully  (ss  I am  sure  they  will  do)  the  life  and  labors  of  our  illus- 
trious countryman. 

Amongst  these  MSS  I foutui  the  letter  from  Dr.  Wallis  to  Newton,  dated  Jan.  9,  169H-9,  alluded 
to  in  page  xxxiit,  as  well  as  some  other  documents  bearing  on  the  history  of  Flamsteed's  life,  which, 
together  with  the  letters  to  Dr.  Bernard  above  mentioned,  are  noticed  in  the  Addenda. 
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Heaven  : and  even  among;«t  his  private  itiemorandums  and  documents,  written 
when  no  eye  could  witness  the  workings  of  liis  mind,  we  meet  with  constant 
expressions  of  gratitude  to  the  Deity  for  tlie  blessings  which  he  enjoyed*.  It 
wiLs  not  to  he  ex|iecteil  therefore  that  the  loose  and  irreligious  conduct  of  Halley, 
laith  ill  his  conversation  and  in  his  principles,  could  l>e  at  all  congenial  to  a 
mind  constituted  like  Flamsteed's : and  although  he  might  endure  with  it  for 
a season  (a.s  he  evidently  did,  at  one  portion  of  his  life,  and  a familiar  and 
friendly  correspondence  was  carried  on  between  them),  yet  this  intimacy  appears 
to  have  been  at  length  broken  up,  from  causes  which  arc  only  faintly  develo|>ed 
by  any  diH-uinent  I have  hitherto  met  with.  But,  for  Newton,  Fluin.steed  ap- 
|>eara  to  have  hail  a high  esteem  ; and,  till  the  open  rupture  between  them, 
abvays  spoke  of  him  with  the  greatest  respect.  “ Mr.  Newton's  approbation  is 
“ more  to  me  (says  FlamstciMl)  than  the  cry  of  all  the  ignorant  in  the  world." 
And  even  after  the  breach  of  their  friendship  Flamsteed  writes  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  l\lr.  Lowthorp  (sec  (lage  175),  “ 1 believe  him  to  be  a good  man  at  the 
“ bottom  ; but,  through  his  natural  temper,  suspicious."  It  is  very  ditlicidt,  at 
this  distance  of  time,  to  account  for  the  cause  of  that  animosity  which  ultimately 
existed  between  these  parties  : but  1 susjiect,  from  the  tenor  of  some  of  the  docu- 
ments which  have  come  to  light,  that  Halley  was  the  principal  cause  of  it,  and 
that  Newton  was  rather  the  du[ie  of  Halley's  intrigues,  than  the  original  mover 
in  so  unworthy  a contest'!'.  It  probably  began,  like  mo.st  disputes  of  this  kind, 

* At  the  ternunatinn  of  many  of  his  invesligatkms  we  hiul  such  expressions  as  lliese ; Sit  Veo 
runeta  laus  el  gloria:  - - - - In  laudes  Dei  sempiterni  ceetmum  conditoris  perpetum : - - - - 
Deo  gloria  el  laue  supra  ceetos  : Ac.  Ac.  At  the  euil  of  one  of  his  obserration  books  (MSS  vol.  15) 
he  lias  written  Tot  vigiliarum  tantorumque  lal>orum  sola  sit  laus  et  gloria  Supremo  ewtorum  Con- 
ditori.  Amlin  MSS,  voL  55,  where  he  appears  to  have  accomplished  the  solution  of  a geometrical 
problem  be  had  written  at  bottom  Z>co  ojinmo  ^vma'/ric  In  the  year  1 109  when  he  had 

nearly  completed  his  computations  relative  to  the  6xcd  stars,  he  has,  in  one  of  his  computation  books 
(MSS,  vol.  36,  C.)  written  as  follows  : Jan.  1, 1*108-9.  Dicino  fretus  auxitio^  guod  mlhi  per  latum 
vita:  curriculum  adfucril,  Jixarum  ordinalionem  fere  perfeci.  UUro  concedas,  oro  Optime  et 
Maxime  calorwn  Conditor,  ut  (pus  lure  totum  ad  perficiendum  vires  mihi  sasus  valetudo  cum  mente 
Sana  suppetant ; semper  Hi  in  tui  gloriam  in  pulslicum  cedentibus  initnicis  edam  et  emitusm. 
See  also  page  Uv,  and  several  other  places. 

t It  was  l'lamslce<rs  opinion  that,  towards  the  latter  period  of  his  life,  there  was  a scheme  to 
deprive  him  of  his  situation  ut  the  Observatory,  in  order  that  Halley  might  obtain  iL 
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from  some  slight  misunderstanding ; and  was  perhaps  increasefl  either  by  the 
natural  reserve  of  the  parties,  or  by  the  interference  and  officiousness  of  others 
who  hoped  to  profit  by  this  breach  in  their  friendship.  Flamsteed  says  that 
Ncuion  took  offence  at  some  errors  he  had  discovered  in  his  Principia  and  in 
his  Optics,  the  nature  of  which  however  he  has  not  explained : they  differed 
also  in  opinion  on  many  astronomical  points,  on  the  theory  of  comets,  and  on 
the  rectification  of  the  lunar  and  planetary  motions.  But  this,  instead  of 
placing  them  more  at  variance  with  each  other,  ought  to  have  hrouglit  them 
nearer  together  in  their  common  search  after  truth.  The  whole  history  of 
these  proceedings  however,  which  will  be  more  fully  explained  in  the  sequel, 
divulges  this  lamentable  fact,  that,  even  amongst  men  of  the  most  jwwerful 
minds,  science  is  no  protection  against  the  common  infirmities  of  human 
nature : and  that,  however  much  we  may  admire  their  intellectual  attainments, 
we  must  ever  regret  their  exhibition  of  any  human  frailty. 

But  I must  revert  to  the  narrative  of  Flamsteed’s  life.  Flamsteed  was  liorn 
at  Dcnby,  near  Derby,  on  August  19,  1646 ; and  was  educated  at  the  free-scho<il 
at  Derby,  where  his  father  lived*.  In  the  summer  of  1660,  being  then  alx>ut 
14  years  old,  he  caught  a violent  cold,  from  bathing  (see  page  8)  ; the  effects  of 
which  he  felt  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  which  at  this  time  rendered  him  so  weak, 
for  many  years,  that  he  was  scarcely  able  to  go  to  school ; and  at  length,  in  May 
1662,  he  finally  left  it.  Being  thus  withdrawn  from  school  (although  not  quite 
16  years  old)  he  commenced  at  that  early  age  a system  of  study  and  obser- 
vation which  he  pursued  unremittingly  till  the  time  of  his  death.  In  the  very 
same  year  that  he  left  school,  he  observed  and  recorded  an  eclipse  of  the  sun 
(see  page  10),  a circumstance  which  shows  his  early  predilection  for  astronomy  : 
and  nearly  the  whole  of  his  leisure  time  (leisure,  alas,  from  sickness)  was,  even 

* At  doubts  have  been  sometimes  expressed  as  to  the  exact  manner  in  which  Flamsteed  spelt  his 
name,  I will  here  remark,  once  for  all,  that  I have  seen  many  hundred  signatures  of  his  name  written 
by  himself,  and  have  never  observed  it  to  be  spelt  differently  from  the  manner  here  adopted.  Indeed 
the  anagram  of  hia  Latin  name  {^Johannes  FlamtieediMS^  aee  page  28)  would  not  be  onrect,  on  any 
other  assumption. 
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in  this  period  of  boyliood,  employed  in  mntheinatiral  studies  and  astronomical 
observations,  which  he  jmrsued  self-taught  and  unassisted ; the  details  of  which, 
written  by  himself,  will  be  found  in  the  present  work.  A portion  of  his  time  also 
was  occupied  in  mechanical  exercises : for  he  coutrive<l  and  constructed  a qua- 
drant for  taking  altitudes,  and  moreover  employed  himself  in  grinding  glasses 
for  telescopes.  Flamsteed  was  naturally  of  a weak  constitution,  which  was 
probably  increased  by  the  accident  just  mentioned.  His  father  tried  every' 
means  of  alleviating  and  removing  his  complaint ; and,  finding  that  the  disorder 
did  not  yield  to  mwlicine,  at  length  assented  to  his  son's  request  to  proceed  to 
Ireland,  in  order  to  l»e  hmcfied  by  Mr.  Valentine  (Jreatrakes,  a celebrated  em- 
piric of  that  day,  who  pretended  to  cure  his  patients  by  a process  somewhat 
similar  to  the  inodeni  practice  of  animal  magnetinm.  He  started  for  Ireland  on 
August  16,  1665;  and  he  ap]>ears  even  then  to  have  attained  that  remarkable 
habit  of  noting  down  in  regular  order  the  most  minute  occurrences  and  opinions 
of  his  life,  which  Iw  retained  to  the  day  of  his  death ; for  he  has  left  on  record 
a complete  narrative  of  this  journey,  detailing  a variety  of  circumstances  that 
(K'curred  on  the  way*.  He  returned  to  Derby  on  September  13,  having  bwn 
absent  nearly  a month  from  home. 

I have  been  thus  minute  in  these  early  dates  for  a reas<iii  which  will  appear 
in  the  sequel,  where  it  will  be  seen  that  they  l«!ar  materially  on  a very  eventful 
and  crifical  period  of  Flamsteed’s  life.  For  he  is  accused  by  a modern  writer 
(with  what  up|)earnnce  of  truth,  or  even  probability,  the  reader  will  presently 
have  an  opportunity  of  judging)  of  having  committed,  about  this  time,  a 
highvay  robbery,  for  which  he  was  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  l)e 
hanged  ! ! ! Leaving  this  stibject  however  for  the  present,  and  passing  over 
many  things  that  will  l)c  found  fully  detailed  in  Flamsteed’s  autobiography,  in 
a subsequent  part  of  this  volume,  1 shall  proceed  to  state  that  he  pursued  his 

* This  namlivc  » the  tract  entitled  The  Self-Inspections  of  J.  F.”  above  alluded  to,  a sniall 
portion  only  of  which  is  inserted  in  the  General  Dictionary.  The  whole  of  it  is  given  in  pages 
t,&c.  of  the  present  volume.  It  is  a singular  document  to  have  been  written  in  those  days  by  so 
young  a man. 
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mathematical  and  astronomical  studies  at  home,  and  l>ecame  celebrated  in  the 
neir'hbourhood  for  his  talents ; till  at  length  he  attracted  the  notice  of  several 
Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society  in  the  year  1669  (see  page  28):  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  paid  a visit  to  London,  where  he  became  acquainted  OTth  many 
scientific  [mjcsoub,  but  more  especially  with  Sir  .lonas  Moore,  who  proved  one  of 
his  Ijest  friends  and  greatest  admirers;  and  who  aftenvards  (in  1674)  proposed 
to  establish  him  in  a private  Observatory  which  he  intended  to  erect  at  Chelsea 
College ; anil  indeed  invited  him  to  Jjimdon,  in  order  to  consult  with  him  on 
the  subject.  Whilst  in  London,  he  resided  at  Sir  Jonas  Moore’s  house  in  the 
Tower,  where  he  carried  on  his  astronomical  observations,  which  are  all  duly 
recorded  in  his  manuscript  books,  and  (together  with  those  made  at  Derby) 
printed  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Hintoria  CteleMt.  About  this  time  a cir- 
cumstance occurred  which  induced  Ids  Majesty,  Charles  II.  to  found  an  Obser- 
vatory at  Greenwich  (see  page  37)  ; Sir  Jonas  Moore’s  proposal  of  the  private 
Observatory  at  Chelsea  was  therefore  abandoned,  and  Flamsteed  was,  through 
his  interest,  appointed  Astronomer  Royal,  on  March  4,  1674-5*.  From  this 
period  we  may  date  the  cnmmencement  of  modern  Astronomy  : the  invention 
of  the  telescope  and  the  introduction  of  the  clock,  then  first  used  for  astro- 
nomical purposes,  were  vast  improvements  on  the  ancient  mode  of  ohsening ; 
and  their  beneficial  effects  were  immediately  apparent.  Hitherto  the  catalogue 
of  Tycho  Brahe,  meagre  and  imperfect  as  it  was,  had  been  the  only  help  and 
guide  to  the  astronomer  for  the  places  of  the  stars ; and  the  Jludolji/iine  TtM'g 
(or  corrections  of  the  same)  for  those  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  planets  : but  Flam- 
steed resolved  to  reform  and  amend  the  whole  system,  and  he  has  set  a noble 
example  for  future  astronomers. 

Whilst  the  repairs  and  fitting  up  of  the  Observatory  were  in  progress,  Flam- 
steeil  carried  on  his  observations  at  the  Queen’s  house  in  Greenwich  Park,  till 

* 1 do  not  know  that  this  title  wu  either  given  to  Flamsteed  or  assumed  by  him : for  after  his 
appointment,  he  usually  annexed  the  initial  letters  M.  R.  {Maihemalicus  Regiut)  to  hia  name. 
In  the  King’s  Warrant  he  ia  styled  " Our  Astronomical  Observator;”  a term,  which  is  retained  in 
those  documents  at  the  preaent  day. 
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July  10,  1670,  on  which  <lay  he  remove<l  to  the  Observatory;  the  only  instru- 
nients  with  which  he  was  then  furnished  lieing  an  iron  sextant  of  7 feet  radius  *, 
and  two  clocks,  given  to  him  by  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  together  with  a quadrant  of 
3 feet  radius  and  two  telescopes  which  he  had  brought  with  him  from  Derby  f : 
consequently  none  of  these  articles  were  provided  at  the  public  expense. 

lie  had  nut  been  long  in  this  situation  before  he  was  invited  by  Dr.  Beniard, 
of  Oxford,  to  become  a candidate  for  the  Saviliaii  Professorship  of  Astronomy, 
then  about  to  be  vacated  by  the  Doctor.  His  reply  (I’ebruary  8,  1677-8)  shows 
the  state  of  his  religious  feeling  at  that  time,  and  how  far  he  was  satisfied  with 
the  situation  in  which  he  had  been  so  recently  placed : for  in  declining  the  invi- 
tation he  says,  " 1 have  resolved  for  the  present  to  content  myself  with  a place 
“ which  I have  furnished  with  iustruinents  of  my  own  contrivance  (but  /uO  nf 
“ IrnuUe  and  no  /fains)  till  I see  an  opportunity  of  removing  to  some  one  more 
“ advantageous  ; and  where  1 may  have  a Itcttcr  air  with  lesser  or  fewer  disteni- 
“ pers.  I am  as  meary  of  t/ie  place,  as  you  of  yours:  my  inclinations  are  for 
“ an  employment  that  may  render  me  more  useful  in  the  w'orld,  and  promote 
“ more  glory  to  my  Maker  ; which,  as  you  well  intimate,  is  the  sole  end  of  our 
“ lives,  and  to  tchirh  J icould  direct  all  my  labors^.” 

In  June  1678  he  borrowed  a quadrant  from  the  Koyal  Society,  which  he 
eniployctl  till  October  1679, " when  the  ill-nature  of  Mr.  Hooke  forced  it  out  of 
“ his  bands"  (see  page  45):  after  which,  Flamsteed  made  one  of  50  inches 
radius,  at  his  own  cost.  Finding  however  that  he  could  not  determine  the 
equinoctial  points,  nor  pursue  Ids  astronomical  investigations  successfully,  with- 
out an  instrument  fij:ed  in  the  meridian,  he  applied  to  Govermnent  from  time 


* This  sextant  was  at  first  furnished  ooly  with  a male  screw  and  moveable  index  at  its  edge,  for 
noting  the  diviaiona : but,  finding  that  the  screw  wore,  he  dismounted  the  sextant  in  December  1671, 
and  cut  diagonal  divisions  on  the  limb,  on  which  he  could  rely  with  greater  confidence.  After  this 
date  therefore  we  find  both  readitigs  recorded  in  the  observatiun  book. 

t Mr.  Hooke  afterwards  made  another  (much  larger)  quadrant  at  Sir  Jonas  Moore's  expenae: 
but  It  was  so  ill>contKved  and  constructed  aa  to  be  totally  uaclesa.  ^e  page  1 18. 

I This  letter,  which  1 did  not  receive  from  Profeasor  Rigaud  till  aAer  the  Appendix  was  printed 
otf,  U given  in  the  Addenda. 
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to  time  to  funiish  such  an  one  for  the  Observatory.  Tliis  was  repeatedly 
promised  him,  but  never  carried  into  effect : anil  Flamsteeil  was  for  some  time 
obliged  to  make  shift  with  his  sextant,  brought  into  the  plane  of  the  meridian, 
and  fixed  there  as  well  as  he  was  able  *.  At  length,  finding  all  his  applications 
to  (jovernmeut  fruitless,  he  resolved  to  make  a mural  arc  at  his  own  expense ; 
the  instrument  was  finished  about  the  end  of  the  year  1681 ; but,  conceiving 
that  it  was  too  slight,  and  that  it  was  not  so  accurately  made  as  he  could  wish, 
he  did  not  erect  it  till  the  year  168-S.  when  he  fixed  it  against  the  wall,  and 
divided  it  with  his  own  hands.  It  proved  however  (as  he  anticipated)  to  be  a 
failure ; and  he  was  obliged  to  continue  his  ol>servatiuns  with  the  sextant  only, 
for  several  years  longer. 

During  all  this  time  (a  period  of  nearly  15  years).  Government  had  not 
furnished  him  with  a single  instrument.  It  is  true  they  had  given  him  a house 
to  live  in,  and  had  apprupriateil  a jcrecariotu  salary  of  ;£100  a year  f ; but,  at 
tlie  same  time,  although  his  employments  were  sufficiently  laborious,  the  King 
had  onlereil  that  he  should  instruct  monthly  two  boys  from  Christ  Church  Hos- 
pital, which  was  a great  annoyance  to  him,  and  interfered  with  hi.s  jiroper 
avocations  (sec  page  115).  The  Government  had  however  provided  him  with 
“ a surly  silly  laborer”  to  a.ssist  him  at  the  sextant ; but  another  assistant  wa.s 
necessary  for  the  onlinary  work  of  the  Observatory,  and  Flamsteed  was  obliged 
to  provide  such  additional  help  at  his  own  charge : for,  it  was  not  in  those  days, 
as  at  the  present  times,  when  the  Astronomer  Royal  is  not  only  provided  with  a 
competent  salary,  Tmt  with  all  the  requisite  instruments  and  assistants  likewise  ; 
and  when  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  for  carrying  on  an  extensive  and 

* It  wM  About  this  period  (viz.  in  Novemlicr  16S0)  tli&t  the  irreat  comet  appeared  : which,  after 
having  passed  its  perihelion,  was  viaibic  again  in  the  following  months.  Flamsteed,  hating  inveati- 
gated  its  path  in  the  heavens,  pronounced  that  the  two  appearances  were  one  and  the 

same  comet : whilst  N ewton  for  a long  time  maintained  that  they  were  fico  separate  comets.  Before 
the  Principia  were  published,  Newton  had  discovered  his  error;  and  in  that  work  acknowlcrlges 
that  Flamsteed  was  right.  Sec  page  50. 

t See  his  letter  to  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  No.  9,  and  to  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  No.  10  in  the  Appen- 
dix.  In  the  former  of  these  he  says,  “ I cannot  conceive  that  you  have  any  real  design  to  atop  my 
“ salary,  which  I have  earned  by  labor  harder  than  thrashing.** 
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regular  system  of  ol)servations,  ami  for  reducing  the  same,  are  funiishetl  at  the 
public  expense.  In  order  to  meet  these  and  otlier  charges  which  Flamsteed  had 
incurred  in  carrying  on  his  observations,  and  which  he  could  ill  afford,  he  entere<l 
on  the  laborious  task  of  a teacher ; by  which  it  is  true  he  derived  a scanty 
addition  to  his  means,  but  was  at  the  same  time  unavoidably  drawn  away  from 
the  main  object  of  his  appointment,  ^^'ith  such  miserable  shifts  and  snch 
ol(structions  as  these,  he  was  obliged  continually  to  struggle : so  that  his  pro- 
gress was  necessarily  alow,  and  he  couhl  not  make  much  advancement  in  the 
fundamental  points  of  astronomy.  It  is  true  that  he  observed  an  immense 

number  of  iutermutual  disUuices  of  the  stars  with  the  sextant,  but  he  was 

obligeil  to  depend  on  Tycho’s  catalogue,  for  their  positions  with  respect  to  the 
equinoctial  points,  having  no  instrument  fur  determining  such  quantities. 

When  this  first  mural  arc  was  finished,  Flamstee<l  found  (as  I have  already 

stateil)  that  it  was  made  too  weak  for  his  puiqwse  : nevertheless  he  contrived  to 

take  with  it  the  meridional  altitudes  of  a great  number  of  stars  ; by  means  of 
which,  and  the  intermutual  distances  taken  with  the  sextant,  he  fonned  an 
ajipriiximate  cjitalogue  of  a few  of  the  principal  stars,  to  serve  his  present  pur- 
pos»^.  The  reader  is  requested  to  bear  tliis  circumstance  in  mind,  as  it  explains 
and  justifies  a part  of  the  conduct  pursued  by  Flamsteed  towards  Newton,  as 
related  in  the  subsequent  pages.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  difficulties 
under  which  Flamsteed  labored,  notwiths-tauding  the  obstructions  thus  thrown 
in  his  way,  the  public  (the  scientific  ]>ublic  of  that  day,  not  the  ignorant  and 
unwary  multitude,  for  they  knew  nothing  of  the  matter)  were  repeatedly  asking 
“ why  he  did  not  print  his  observations*.”  Flamsteed  replied  very  justly  that 
he  had  as  yet  made  no  observations  that  could  be  turned  to  any  valuable 
account,  for  want  of  the  requisite  instruments;  indeed  it  could  scarcely  be 
expected  of  him  that  he  should  Im  able  to  “ make  bricks  without  straw." 

Al)out  this  jieriod  (1684)  he  was  presented  to  the  living  of  Burstow,  by  the 

* “ Some  people  (uys  Fltm»teed)  to  make  me  uucasy,  othcre  out  of  a aincere  desire  to  tee  the 
**  happy  progress  of  my  studies,  not  understanding  anud  what  hard  circumstances  1 /tred,  called 
hard  upon  me  to  print  my  observations.**  See  page  54. 
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Lord  Keeper  North  : 80on  after  which  his  father  died  (1688)  ; and  Flamsteed, 
finding  his  income  somewhat  increaseti  by  these  events,  resolved  on  expending  a 
portion  of  his  property  in  constructing  a new  mural  arc,  much  stronger  than  the 
former.  He  had  been  assured  by  Lord  Dartmouth,  the  Master  of  the  Ordnance, 
that  whatever  lie  laid  out  on  this  occasion  should  lie  repaid  to  him  : but  in  tliis  also 
he  found  himself,  eventually,  most  grievously  disap|)ointed,  us  he  never  received 
a farthing  for  the  monies  expended  on  this  instrument,  which  cost  him  upwards 
of  £l-20.  The  instrument  here  alluded  to  is  the  celebrated  mural  are,  made 
and  divided  by  Mr.  Abraham  Sharp,  with  which  Flamsteed  suhseqiiently  made 
all  those  observations  from  which  the  Catalogue  is  deduced*.  From 

this  moment  (September,  1689,  when  the  instrument  was  first  used)  every  thing 
which  Flamsteed  did,  every  observation  that  he  made,  assumed  a tangible  and 
a permanent  form,  and  was  available  to  some  useful  purpose : his  preceding 
observations  being  only  subsidiary,  ami  dependent  on  results  to  be  afterwards 
deduced  from  some  fixed  instrument  of  this  kind,  which  he  had  long  sought  for. 
It  was  at  this  point  only  that  the  Observatory  could  be  considered  as  complete ; 
and  from  this  period  we  must  date  the  commencement  of  his  valuable  and  funda- 
mental observations  f.  In  reading  the  sulieequeut  history  of  Flamsteed’s  life,  it 
is  necessary  to  attend  to  these  several  divisions  of  his  laixirs. 

The  Observatory  had  now  been  established  upwards  of  14  years;  it  remained 
under  Flamsteed's  superintendence  upwards  of  30  years  more  (being  nearly 
half  a century  from  his  first  appointment  of  Astronomer  Royal)  ; nevertheless 
during  this  lung  interval  the  (lovcrnment  had  not  furnished  it  with  a single 
instrument;  nor  luid  they  allowed  him  the  cost  of  a single  computer  to  reduce 
his  olxiervations.  Even  those  which  were  lent  to  him  by  the  Royal  Society 

* In  thr  Prolegomena  Mr.  Sharp  is  dcsif^ated  as  **  semis  meus  :**  but  in  MSS,  vtd.  .%  page 
1 13,  he  it  called  **  adjutor  et  miniatcr,**  which  ia  the  more  appropriate  title. 

t I do  not  wiah  to  be  conitdered  aa  hereby  intending  to  depreciate  Flanisteed'a  prerious  labor* 
with  the  sextant,  and  which  are  printed  in  the  first  volume  of  his  HUioria  Caleslin  : on  the  con- 
trary, I consider  those  observations  aa  equally  correct  with  those  made  with  the  mural  arc,  and  aa 
available  in  many  insuncet  in  determining  the  relative  positions  of  the  fixed  atam ; though  not  so 
fi^quently  appealed  to,  on  account  of  tlic  trouble  required  in  computing  the  results.  They  had 
however  all  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed ; and  many  of  the  results  compared  with  thoac  obtained 
from  the  mural  arc. 
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were  taken  away  from  him,  at  soon  as  his  patron.  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  died. 
(See  page  45.)  The  leho/e  of  the  instruments  were  Flamsteed’s  own;  the 
Oovernment  not  having  been  at  the  ex]>eiise  even  of  r^airta^  them : and  the 
whale  of  the  observations  had  been  reduced  at  Flamsteed’s  own  charge  (many 
ot  them  in  duplicate)  and  arranged  by  him  into  catalogues  and  tables.  Yet 
iprokpudor!)  in  the  latter  portion  of  his  life  (as  we  shall  presently  see)  the 
fruit  of  his  long  and  laborious  services  was  forced  from  him',  and  treated  as 
the  property  of  (Jovernment : at  his  decease  the  instruments  also  were  actually 
claimed  by  the  Government  as  their  own,  and  his  executors  were  annoyed  with 
a vexatious  anil  troublesome  law-suit  on  that  account.  (See  pages  341  and  342.) 

As  soon  as  Flamsteed  hud  veribed  the  position  of  his  mural  arc,  he  set  about 
the  detennination  of  the  equinox,  of  the  latitude  of  his  Observatory,  of  the  obli- 
quity of  the  ecliptic,  and  of  other  fundamental  points  for  ascertaining  the  correct 
positions  of  the  fixcil  stars,  and  the  true  solar,  lunar,  and  planetary  motions. 
His  observation  book,  as  published  in  the  second  volume  of  the  H'uloriu  Cwlee- 
ti»,  and  the  Prolegomena  in  the  third  volume,  show  the  manner  and  the  order  in 
which  he  pursued  his  inquiries,  and  will  lie  a lasting  monument  of  his  zeal  and 
perseverance  in  the  cause  of  astronomy.  Some  of  his  methods  are  original ; and 
continue  in  use  even  at  the  present  day.  The  formation  of  a correct  and  enlarged 
catalogue  of  stars,  at  that  time  much  wanted,  and  anxiously  ex|iecteil,  was  his 
first  object;  since  no  other  valuable  catalogue  was  then  in  existence  except  that 
of  Tycho  Brahe,  containing  the  places  of  about  1000  stars,  determined  very 
roughly  without  the  use  of  the  telesco|ie,  wliicb  had  not  then  been  invented. 

In  the  pursuit  of  this  inquiry  he  did  not  neglect  any  opportunity  of  watching 
the  motions  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  planets,  nor  of  applying  from  time  to 
time  such  corrections  to  the  theory,  and  such  improvements  in  the  tables,  as 
would  more  truly  represent  their  places  in  the  heavens : in  fact,  a great  por- 
tion of  his  time  was  occiqiied  in  such  investigations,  and  there  is,  amongst 
his  MSvi,  an  immense  muss  of  computations  carried  on  for  the  express  pur- 

• I speak  not  here  «f  manua/,  hut  of  mental  force  : of  that  undue  influence  over  the  mind,  which 
is  cspahlc  of  being  exerted  in  s thousand  ways,  and  is  oflentimes  more  powerful  than  mere  physical 
violence. 
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pose  of  elucidating  various  intricate  points  in  physical  astronomy  ; ivhich  is  a 
sufficient  answer  to  those  persons  who  have  hitherto  considered  him  as  a mere 
observer.  Indeed,  it  appears  that  at  this  period  he  was  in  friendly  intercourse 
with  Newton,  to  whom  he  freely  coiimiunicated  his  observations,  and  with  whom 
he  frequently  discussed  the  subject  of  the  lunar  and  planetary  theories*.  Many 
inquiries  were  again  made  by  the  public  relative  to  Flamsteed’s  publishing  the 
Catalogue,  upon  which  it  now  became  well  known  that  he  was  deeply  engaged ; 
and,  amongst  others,  Netvton  also  suggested  to  him  (by  letter  dated  August 
10,  1691),  only  two  years  after  the  mural  arc  had  been  in  u.se,  the  utility  of 
publishing  the  places  of  a few  of  the  princi|>al  stars,  before  the  completion  of  the 
whole  catalogue.  KlamsU^ed,  in  his  reply,  Justiftes  the  roiirse  he  is  pursuing, 
and  points  out  the  inconvenience  and  difficulty  that  w<»uld  arise,  if  he  were  to 
adopt  a different  line  of  conduct  t-  This  answer  of  Flamsteed,  however,  is 
remarkable  and  interesting  as  giving  us  the  first  intimation  of  the  breach 
between  himself  and  Halley ; and,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  tenor  of  Flam- 
steed’s language,  the  quarrel  had  already  prt>ceeded  to  a great  lengthj.  Flam- 
steed’s intimacy  with  Newton,  however,  does  not  appear  to  have  suffered  any 
diminution,  on  this  account ; for  we  find  that,  soon  after  this,  when  Newton 
had  again  turned  his  attention  towartls  the  lunar  thcory§,  he  paid  a visit  to  the 

• See  their  correspondence  on  this  subject  in  the  Appcndii,  No.  16 — 34. 

t See  Newton’s  letter  in  the  Appendix,  No.  14  ; sad  Flamsteed’s  answer  thereto  in  No.  15. 
Had  Flamsteed  published  his  catmlofotc  at  this  time,  he  would  have  fallen  into  the  very  same  error 
that  Halley  did  ; who,  having  determined  the  iutermutual  distances  of  the  southern  stars  by  means 
of  the,  sextant  only,  was  obliged  to  depend  on  Tycho’s  observations  for  his  fundamental  points,  and 
has  thus  given  us  a catalogue,  which  is  of  no  use  whatever  to  the  practical  astronomer.  It  was 
reserved  for  Mr.  Abraham  Sliarp  to  perfect  what  Halley  had  neglected  to  perform. 

5 I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  precise  cause  of  the  quarrel  between  Halley  and  Flam- 
steed. They  were  certainly  of  very  different  habits  attd  manners,  and  not  likely  to  accord  on  many 
poinu.  It  wtmld  seem,  from  some  documents  inserted  in  the  .Appendix,  No.  54,  that  Flamsteed 
suspected  that  Halley  bad  obtained,  in  a surreptitious  manner,  the  magnetical  papers  of  Mr.  Perkins, 
the  mathematical  master  at  Christchurch  Hospital,  and  published  them  as  his  own;  and  perhaps 
Flamsteed  mentioned  his  opinion  upon  this  subject  rather  too  freely,  I find  that  Flamsued’s 
private  sentiments  were,  that  this  was  not  the  only  instance  in  which  Halley  hud  pirated  from  other 
persons.  (See  page  150.) 

§ This  was  after  the  attack  of  illness  with  which  Newmn  was  so  seriously  afflicted,  aa  to  lead  (in 
the  opinion  of  some  persons)  to  a temporary  aberration  of  mind. 
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Obsen'Btory,  on  September  1,  IR94,  where  Flnmsteed,  “ esteeming  him  to  be 
“ an  obliged  friend,"  explained  to  liim  what  progress  he  had  made  in  liis 
catalogue,  and  in  liis  lunar  and  planetar}'  investigations ; and  also  showed  him 
about  150  computed  places  of  the  moon,  with  their  differences  from  the  places 
observed,  at  that  time  a most  valuable  document;  copies  of  which  he  gave  to 
Sir  Isaac,  for  his  private  use  in  rectifying  the  lunar  theory;  on  this  express 
condition  however  that  he  should  not  impart  them  (or  the  results  obtained 
therefrom)  to  any  person  without  Flamsteed’s  consent : for  this  obvious  and 
just  cause,  that  the  places  of  the  moon  were  determined  only  by  means  of  his 
a/>prr*rinw<e  catalogue  above  mentioned*,  (See  page  150.)  This  interview  led 
to  a correspondence  between  them  relative  to  this  and  other  astronomical 
subjects,  the  major  part  of  which  has  never  before  lieen  made  publict.  In 
the  spring  of  1(596,  Newton  was  made  W’arden  of  the  Mint,  and  came  then 
to  reside  in  I,smdoii ; where  Flamsteed  says  that  he  sometimes  visited  him  in 
Jermyn  Street,  that  they  continued  civil  towards  each  other,  but  that  Newton 
was  not  so  friendly  as  formerly.  Here  then  we  trace  the  first  symptom  of  that 
coolness  between  them,  which  soon  aftenvards  broke  out  into  an  open  rupture  ; 
the  immediate  cause  of  which  apjiears  to  l>e  as  follows. 

Dr.  M^allis  having  understood  that  Flamsteed  hud  written  a paper  “ (4n  the 
" parallax  of  the  Ebirth’s  annual  orb,”  requested  a copy  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of 
its  being  published  in  the  third  volume  of  his  Mathematical  Tracts,  then  in  the 

* This  request  was  aot  only  reasonable,  but  mu/uo/:  fur  Newton  frequently  enjoined  the  same 
restrictions  upon  Flamsteed.  In  one  of  his  letters  (No.  25  in  the  Appendii)  he  proposes  to  send 
Flamsteed  a new  table  for  the  moon,  on  the  express  condition  that  he  shall  keep  it  to  himself  till 
Newton  has  perfected  the  lunar  theory,  because  it  would  need  correction.  And  that  Newton  acknow- 
ledged Flamsteed’s  claim  is  evident  from  a letter  which  he  wrote  about  the  same  period  (No.  26  in 
the  Apj)cndix),  wherein  Newlon  says,  “ I <mly  assure  you  at  present  that,  without  your  consent,  I 
'*  will  neither  publish  them  nor  communicate  them  to  any  body  whilst  you  live,  our  after  your 

death  without  an  honorable  acknowletlgmcnt  of  Uieir  author.** 

t These  letters  are  now  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  16 — 34.  Some  of  Newton’s  letters  (mure 
cspcdally  No.  30  and  31)  do  not  seem  to  have  been  written  in  a very  courteous  style.  Indcrcd 
Flamsteed  has  remarked  that  Newton’s  coru'ersaiion  was  not  always  of  the  most  engaging  kind, 
since  he  was  sometimes  so  presumptuous  as  to  ask  him  **  why  he  did  not  hold  his  tongue?” 
(See  page  73.) 
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presg*:  and  Flamsteed  accordingly  furnished  him  with  a copy  of  it,  in  Knglish, 
which  Dr.  Wallis  translated  into  Latint.  It  appears  that  there  wa.s  (in  the 
original)  the  following  paragraph  alluding  to  his  having  furnished  Newton 
with  several  observations  of  the  muon,  as  above  mentioned,  viz. : ‘‘  Cam- 
“ traxeram  etiam  cum  D"'  Newtono,  doctissimo  tunc  temporis  in  Academia' 
“ Cantabrigiensi  Professore,  necessitudinem,  cui  luna:  loca  ah  observatiouihus 
“ meis  ante  hahitas  deducts  150  dederam  cum  tocis  simul  ^ tabulis  mci.'i  ad 
“ earum  tempora  supputatis,  turn  similium  in  postcriore  prout  assequerer  pro- 
“ inissorum,  cum  elenientis  calculi  mci,  in  ordine  ad  emendationem  theoria' 
" lunaris  Honoccianw."  At  which  Newton  (on  hearing  of  the  circumstance 
through  the  officiousness  of  Dr.  (Jrcgory)  was  very  indignant,  and  wrote  that 
most  extraordinary  letter  to  Flamsteed,  dated  January  6,  1698-9,  which  is 
inserted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  43.  " I do  not  love  (says  Newton)  to  be 

“ printed  upon  every  occasion,  much  less  to  be  dunned  and  teased  by  foreigners 
“ about  mathematical  things ; or  to  be  thought  by  our  own  people  to  be  triflinfr 
" away  my  time  about  them,  when  1 should  be  about  the  King's  business.  . - - 
" You  may  let  the  world  know,  if  you  plea.se,  how  well  you  are  stored  with 
“ observations  of  all  sorts,  and  what  calculations  you  have  made  towards 
“ rectifying  the  theories  of  the  heavenly  motions : but  tliere  may  lie  cases 
“ wherein  your  friends  should  not  be  publishetl  without  their  leave,  and  tliere- 
" fore  I hope  you  will  so  order  the  matter  that  I may  not,  on  this  occasion. 
“ be  brought  upon  the  stagej.”  There  is  surely  nothing  in  Flamsteed's 

• This  is  the  celebrated  Letter  to  Dr.  Wallis,  in  which  blsnuteed  clearly  poinu  out  the  effect  of 
Aberralion;  and  indeed  definea  ita  amount,  which  accords  remarkably  well  with  modem  obaeria- 
tiona.  A similar  effect  had  been  noticed,  many  years  previous  thereto,  both  by  Hooke  and  by 
Picard,  almost  immediately  after  the  application  of  the  telescope  to  sstronomical  instruments ; ami 
in  fact  it  was  a necessary  consequence  of  that  invention,  blamsteed  however,  as  well  as  his 
predecessors,  mistook  the  cause,  which  they  attributed  to  the  Parallax  of  the  Earth's  orbit  and 
it  was  reserved  for  Bradley  to  develop  and  explain  the  true  theory  of  the  phenomenon,  and  its 
application  to  the  purposes  of  astronomy. 

t At  least,  so  it  is  distinctly  suted  both  by  Wallis  and  Flamsteed ; but  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
specimen  contained  in  the  letter  which  Wallis  wrote  to  Newton,  meutionetl  in  the  text,  and  which 
is  given  at  full  length  in  the  Addenda,  we  can  scarcely  imagine  the  Latin  to  have  been  composed 
by  Wallis  himself. 

J Sir  David  Brewster  (in  his  recent  Life  of  Newton,  page  24.3)  has,  through  tome  singular  error 


Digitized  by  Google 


XXXIV 


Preface. 


Ivttcr  which  could  warrant  expressions  of  this  kind  from  Newton  : and  Flam* 
steed's  reply  to  him  (see  paije  168)  was  written  in  a very  different  style.  “ I 
“ could  not  think  (says  he)  you  would  be  unwilling  our  nation  should  have 
“ the  honor  of  furnishing  you  with  so  many,  and  good,  observations  for  this 

“ work  [the  lunar  theory']  as  were  not  (1  speak  it  without  boasting)  to  be  had 

“ els<!whcre.  - - - I thought  not  it  could  be  any  diminution  to  you,  since  you 

“ pretend  not  to  be  an  observer  yourself*.  - - - You  will  pardon  me  this 

freetlom,  and  excuse  me  when  1 tell  you,  if  foreigners  come  and  trouble  you 
“ it  is  not  my  fault,  but  those  who  think  to  recommend  themselves  to  you,  by 
“ advancing  the  fame  of  your  works  as  much  lus  they  possibly  can.  - - - I 

" wonder  that  hitits  should  drop  fnmi  your  |ien,us  if  you  looked  on  my  business 

as  trifliug : you  thought  it  not  so,  surely,  when  y<iu  resided  at  Cambridge; 
“ its  property  is  not  altered.  - - - The  works  of  the  Eternal  Providence  I 

“ ho|R‘  will  l)e  ii  little  Ijctter  under.stood.  through  your  lalmrs  and  mine,  than 

“ they  were  formerly.  Think  me  not  proud  for  this  expression  : I look  on 
“ pride  as  the  worst  of  sins ; humility  as  the  greatest  virtue.  'Pliis  makes  me 
“ excuse  small  faults  in  all  inunkiud,  bear  great  injuries  without  resentment, 
“ and  resolve  to  niaiiitain  a real  friendship  with  ingenious  men,  to  assist  them 
“ what  lies  in  my  [siwcr,  without  the  regard  of  any  interest,  but  that  of  doing 

giKsl  by  obliging  them."  Flamsteed  immediately  wrote  also  to  Dr.  Wallis 
to  request  him  to  withdraw  the  harmless  but  offensive  paragraph t. 

nr  cuufutiun,  atlributcd  this  letter  to  Flamsteed  instead  of  NctrUm;  stating  at  the  same  time  (I 
know  not  u])an  what  authoritj)  that  It  ia  **  characteristic  of  {■'lamsteed’s  manner  ;**  and  thence 
draws  the  concluaion  that  “ Piamateed,  not  sufficiently  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  inquiry, 
**  received  Newton’s  requests  as  if  they  were  idle  inmisiona,  in  which  the  interests  of  science  were 
“ but  slightly  concerned.**  This  inference  however  now  falls  to  the  ground,  and  tike  erroneous 
impressinu  cannot  be  tuo  speedily  removed.  The  history  of  the  whole  sffsir  wdl  be  found  in  the 
.\ppcndix,  No.  3S — 46. 

• Newton  himself  confesses  this,  in  his  letter  inserted  in  page  151,  where  he  asys,  “ All  the  world 
**  knows  that  1 make  no  ohservationa  myaclf,  and  therefore  I must  of  necessity  acknowledge  their 
**  author:  and,  if  1 do  not  make  a handsome  acknowledgment,  they*  will  reckon  roc  on  vnfjraieful 
” cUntn  ** 

t Dr.  Wallis  likewise  wrote  to  Newton  on  the  subject  as  already  stated  : and  in  my  late  risit  at 
the  Earl  of  Portsmouth’s,  to  inspect  the  Newton  MSS,  I found  the  original  letter,  from  which  the 
almve-mcnUuned  paragraph  in  page  xxxiii  is  extracted,  and  which  is  inserted  in  the  Addenda. 
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'llus  short,  but  unexpected  correspondence  appears  to  have  terminated  all 
amicable  relations  lietween  Newton  and  Flamsteed : and  from  this  period  we 
must  consider  their  friendship  at  an  end,  although  the  outward  forms  of  civility 
were  still  kept  up.  (See  page  175.)  The  reader  however  may  Iw  somewhat 
surprised  to  learn  that  not  more  than  a month  |>revioU8  to  this  time  (namely  on 
December  4,  1698,)  Newton  had  paid  a visit  to  the  Observatory,  late  in  the 
evening,  for  the  express  purpose  of  procuring  12  more  computed  places  i>f  the 
moon,  which  lie  had  previously  requested  from  Flamsteed,  for  some  special  pur- 
pose in  his  investigations*.  And  in  order  to  understand  the  value  and  ini|Hirtaiice 
of  these  favors,  it  should  be  constantly  borne  in  mind  that  there  wa-s  no  other 
source  in  this  country  (nor  on  the  continent,  as  far  as  I can  leani)  from  which 
such  information  could  be  obtained.  The  I’aris  Observatory  had  been  esta- 
blished ever  since  the  year  1671  : but  hitherto  only  detached  observations  had 
been  published. 

Flamsteed  continued  for  several  years  to  pursue  his  observations  as  well  as 
his  health  and  circumstances  would  permit : and  in  the  course  of  that  time  hud 
not  only  formed  a catalogue  of  two  or  three  thousand  stars,  whose  |»o,sition.s  he 
had  determined  with  his  new  mural  arc,  but  had  also  suggested  scweral  cor- 
rections to  the  solar,  lunar,  and  planetary  tables,  which  he  was  by  such  means 

* In  page  65  the  reader  will  6nd  the  entry,  whieh  Flamiteed  made  in  hia  Obaervation  Buok, 
relative  tn  till*  visit  of  Newton  : but  I have  since  discovered  the  following  entry  of  the  same  event, 
in  MSS,  vol.  16,  which  is  rather  more  minute.  “ Decern.  4 die  O post  preces  vespertinas  visum 
“ me  veniens  Di.  Is.  Newtonus,  Cantabrigiie  Matheteos  Professor,  die..  Ascent,  rcctas  } com 

distantiis  a polo,  ah  observationibus  computo  deductas  12,  e pag.  184  et  185  libri  5 Calculationum 
“ transcripus  quas  peliit  communicatas  hahuit."  And  on  referring  to  the  said  5lh  buok  of  calcu- 
lations (MSS,  vol.  55)  I 6nd  in  page  181  a memorandum  that  Newton  had  requested  to  have  the 
computed  places  of  the  moon  for  the  following  days,  viz  June  22,  1694,  April  25,  May  13,  24  and 
26,  June  II,  16,  25  and  22,  July  2,  9, 1 1 and  15,  and  .August  8, 1695 : all  of  which  (except  those 
of  June  22  and  August  8)  are  calculated  by  Mr.  Hodgson  in  page  183,  and  copies  of  them  were 
forwarded  to  Newton.  Flamsteed  however  discovered,  soon  after,  that  these  compulations  were 
erroneous;  and  has,  himself,  calculated  them  anew  on  pages  184  and  185  as  above  mentioned. 
And  it  was  to  obtain  these  12  corrected  values,  that  Newton  paid  this  visit  to  the  Ohservatory.  Yet 
within  a month  after  this  event,  as  1 have  just  stated,  be  wrote  Flamsteed  that  most  extraordinutv 
letter. 
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i-iiableil  to  supply.  He  now  I>egaii  to  entertain  serious  intentions  of  publishing 
the  result  of  his  liilNirs,  and  wrote  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  printed  sheets 
it  would  fill:  he  had  already  expended  upwards  of  £2000  in  furnishing  instru- 
ments for  the  Observatory,  and  in  hiring  assistants,  and  computers;  all  of  which 
ought  in  fact  to  have  been  defrayed  by  the  (Jovernment;  from  whom,  however, 
during  this  long  period,  he  had  never  received  a single  farthing  beyond  his  scanty 
salary.  Although  by  no  mciins  a mercenary  man,  he  might  have  indulged  a liope 
of  Ixdtig  enabled  to  get  a return  for  some  portion  of  this  outlay,  by  means  of 
subscribers  to  his  work ; but  this  specific  plan  was  in  some  measure  obviated  by 
tlie  iiiterfeieuce  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  wdio  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1704,  having  heard  of  these  extraordinary  labors  of  Flamsteed,  and  being 
himself  a patron  of  science,  propo.sed  to  print  the  Observations  and  the  Catalogue 
at  his  own  expense.  (See  page  75.)  A Committee,  consisting  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  (then  President  of  the  Royal  Society),  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  Dr. 
•Arbuthnott,  Dr.  Gregory,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  was  appointed  to  inspect  the  papers; 
who  reported  favorably  vipon  them,  and  recommended  them  all  to  be  printed*. 
'Hie  publication  of  the  W'ork  was  therefore  placed  under  their  superintendence; 
and  Flamsteed,  who  did  not  anticipate  much  Iwnefit  from  Newton’s  interference, 
thus  found  himself  unwarily  involved  in  fresh  troubles  and  contentious.  F’or 
the  Referee*,  as  this  Committee  was  called,  or  rather  Sir  Isaac  Newton  (for  he 
a|>|ienrs  to  have  assumed  the  principal  management  of  the  affair)  seem  to 
have  conducted  the  business  without  Flamsteed’s  privity  or  concurrence,  and  not- 
withstanding F'lamsteed’s  repeated  remonstrances,  to  have  tlirow'n  every  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  despatch  : at  least,  this  is  Flamsteed’s  version  of  the  matter,  and 
his  view  of  it  appears  to  l)c  confirmed  by  the  documents  in  the  Appendix.  Sir 
Isiuic  pretended  to  have  discovered  several  errors,  and  demanded  the  books 
txiutaining  the  original  entries,  in  order  that  he  might  compare  and  examine 

* Although  the  Refem^  here  recominetiAl  that  the  %phote  of  the  uburvatiuna  should  be  phutedt 
yet  we  shall  fmd  in  the  sequel  th&l  their  opinion  upon  this  subject  experienced  tome  alteration ; at 
lean,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  result. 
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them.  Having  got  these  into  his  possession,  he  next  required  that  that  portion  of 
the  catalogue  which  was  completed  (but  which  was  not  to  be  sent  to  press  till 
after  the  whole  of  the  observations  were  printed,  so  as  to  allow  time  for  its  being 
(lerfeeted)  should  be  placed,  seale<l  up,  in  his  hands.  Flamsteed  at  first 
resisted : he  told  Sir  Isaac  that  the  catalogue  was  not  complete ; that  it  would 
eveiituallv  contain  a great  many  more  stars  than  he  had  yet  observed  and  rectified ; 
that  it  at  present  contained  only  about  15tX),  but  that  he  hoped  to  make  it  up 
2500  stars ; that  these  were  the  results  of  all  his  labors,  in  which  he  had  spent 
above  £2000  more  than  his  salary ; and  that  it  would  not  be  either  prudent  or 
safe  to  trust  a copy  of  it  out  of  his  own  keepiug.  He  at  length  however  found 
himself  obliged  to  comply,  or  else  to  give  up  the  prospect  and  advantage  of 
having  the  work  printed  at  the  Prince’s  expense  : and  the  catalogue  (imperfect 
and  incomplete  as  it  was)  was  accordingly  sealed  up  in  the  presence  of  Sir 
Christopher  Wren,  and  delivered  into  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  [lossession.  (See 
page  81.)  New  difficulties  however  were  aftenvards  started,  oftentimes  frivolous 
and  vexatious,  and  it  was  May  16,  1706,  before  the  first  sheet  was  struck  off. 
and  it  was  Christmas,  1707,  (three  years  after  the  first  undertaking)  ere  the 
whole  of  the  fret  volume  only  was  finished ; during  which  time  the  press  was 
frequently  stopt  by  Sir  Isaac  without  any  assignable  cause.  The  whole  details 
of  these  proceedings  are  given  by  Flamsteed  in  the  following  history  of  his 
own  life ; and  supported  by  various  documents  which  are  inserted  in  the 
Appendix. 

This  fret  volume,  which  contained  only  his  Sextant  observations,  being  thus 
com|ileted,  arrangements  were  entered  into  for  proceeding  with  the  eeeond 
volume,  which  rvas  inteniled  to  contain  the  observations  made  with  the  Mural 
Arc.  After  a great  deal  of  vmneccssary  procrastination  on  the  part  of  Sir 
Isaac  Newton,  a meeting  with  the  Referees  was  appointetl  to  take  place  on 
March  20,  1707-8;  when  Flamsteed  took  up  with  him  tlie  whole  of  the  obser- 
vations made  with  the  mural  arc,  from  Sept.  1689,  to  Decern.  1705,  fairly 
copied  out  on  175  sheets  of  large  paper,  together  with  a more  extensive  and 
perfect  copy  of  his  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars.  At  this  meeting  new  articles 
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were  suggested,  and  iinidly  imposed  upon  Flamsteed  : for  be  was  not  only 
obliged  to  leave  the  whole  of  the  175  sheets  of  manuscript  in  Newton’s  hands, 
but  also  bound  himself  to  complete,  and  return  within  16  days,  the  catalogue 
which  had  previously  been  delivered,  sealed  up,  to  him  ; Sir  Isaac  retaining  the 
one  which  Flamsteed  had  brought  with  him,  as  a pledge  for  the  performance  of 
the  contract*.  Notwithstanding  tliis  compliance,  however,  on  the  part  of 
Flamsteed,  the  work  of  the  press  docs  not  seem  to  have  been  expedited : further 
obstructions  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  proceeding,  the  nature  and  cause  of 
which  are  not  suSLciently  apparent ; and  Prince  George  tlied  (Octolier  28, 
1708)  before  the  second  volume  was  entered  upon.  The  work  was  now  com- 
pletely stopt : and  although  by  this  melancholy  event  the  jiower  of  the  Keferees 
ceased,  the  papers  were  still  left  in  their  hands. 

Heiiig  now  undisturbed  (as  Flamsteed  expresses  himself),  he  proceeded  to 
carry  on  such  olraervations  as  he  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  his  astronomical 
inquiries;  and  added  many  new  stars  to  his  catalogue.  Nothing  more  was 
heard  about  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  or  the  printing:  and  Flamsteed  says,  in  one  of 
his  letters  to  Mr.  Sharp,  “ I shall  not  urge  it  forw'ard  again  till  I see  a good 
“ fund  settled,  and  secured,  for  carrying  it  on  without  any  danger  of  impedi- 
“ ment,  or  obstruction,  from  him  or  any  of  his  tools."  (See  page  270.)  But, 
in  the  midst  of  this  apparent  quiet,  he  was  again  annoyed,  when  he  least  ex- 
pected it,  by  being  privately  informed  that  his  catalc^ue  (wliich  he  had  delivered, 
sealed  up,  into  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  hands,  as  a sacred  deposit)  teas  in  f/iepreee; 
but  more  so,  by  a letter  from  Dr.  Arbuthnott  (dated  March  14,  1710-11),  de- 
manding the  deficient  parts  of  such  catalogue,  and  informing  him  that  he  (Dr. 
Arbuthnott)  was  commanded  by  the  Queen  to  superintend  and  complete  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Hutoria  Calettit,  undertaken  by  the  late  Prince.  Dr.  Arbuth- 
nott, however,  appears  to  have  put  the  business  into  the  hands  of  the  Royal 
Society,  who  thus  became  in  some  measure  mixed  up  with  the  subsequent  pro- 

* *niU  continued  tuvpicion  appean  to  me  to  have  been  exerted  on  the  wrong  aide : for  it  was 
Flamsteed  that  bad  moat  reason  to  be  cautious,  since  he  would  have  been  the  only  sufferer  by  any 
breach  of  the  agTcement. 
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ceeilings ; but  Newton  and  Halley  were  evidently  the  prime  movers  on  every 
occasion:  Halley  was  (I  believe)  at  that  time  Clerk  to  the  Society*.  Flam- 
steed w'as  much  annoyed  at  this  new  step  : he  requested  and  obtained  an  inter- 
view with  Dr.  Arhuthnott,  and  at  the  conference  that  ensued  (March  29)  he 
asked  the  Doctor  in  direct  tem\s  " whether  the  catalogue  was  printed  or  not:” 
to  which  the  Doctor  replied  “ that  not  a sheet  of  it  was  printed.’’  Flamsteed 
doubted  the  assertion  at  the  time,  and  which  indeed  turned  out  to  be  false ; for 
a friend  sent  him,  within  four  days  after,  the  constellations  Aries  and  Taurus 
fairly  printed ; and,  in  a day  or  two  after,  that  of  Virgo.  He  learnt  also  that 
Halley  had  the  superintendence  of  the  press,  that  he  pretended  that  he  had 
found  many  faults  in  the  catalogue,  tliat  he  had  moreover  showed  some  sheets 
of  it  publicly  at  Child’s  coffee-house,  and  that  he  boasted  of  the  pains  he  hod 
taken  in  correcting  the  errors.  Flamsteed  was  of  too  high  a spirit  to  be  thus 
treated,  without  remonstrance : he  found  that  he  had  been  made  the  dupe  of 
some  intrigue,  and  he  re.sented  it  accordingly.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  Dr.  Ar- 
huthnott (April  19,  1711),  complaining,  amongst  other  things,  of  the  alteration 
in  his  catalogue,  he  says,  “ I have  now  spent  35  years  in  the  composing  and 
“ work  of  my  catalogue ; which  may,  in  time,  be  published  for  the  use  of  her 
“ Majesty’s  subjects,  and  ingenious  men  all  the  world  over.  I Iwve  endured 
“ long  and  painful  distempers  by  my  night  watches  and  day  labors.  1 have 
“ spent  a large  sum  of  money  above  my  appointment,  out  of  my  own  estate,  to 
“ complete  my  catalogue,  and  finish  my  astronomical  works  under  my  hands. 
•'  Do  not  tease  me  with  banter,  by  telling  me  that  these  alterations  are  made  to 
“ please  me,  when  you  are  sensible  nothing  can  be  more  displeasing  nor  inju- 
" rious,  than  to  be  told  so.  Make  my  case  your  own,  and  tell  me  ingenuously 
“ and  sincerely,  were  you  in  my  circumstances,  and  had  been  at  all  my  labor, 
“ charge,  and  trouble,  would  you  like  to  have  your  labors  surreptitiously  forced 
“ out  of  your  hands,  conveyed  into  the  hands  of  your  declared,  profligate  enemies, 

* I shall  fltill  call  thef«c  partiea  the  RefereeSy  for  want  of  a better  designation : for  although  the  ori- 
ginal committee  waa  dissolved,  yet  it  is  evident  that  the  same  animtu  existed  in  thoee  who  funned  the 
new  body  of  advisers. 
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“ printed  without  your  consent,  and  spoiled,  as  mine  are,  in  the  impression  1 
" Would  you  suffer  your  enemies  to  make  themselves  judges  of  what  they  really 
" understand  not  t Would  you  not  withdraw  your  copy  out  of  their  hands, 
“ trust  no  more  in  theirs,  and  publish  your  own  works  rather  at  your  own  ex- 
" pease,  than  see  them  spoiled,  and  yourself  laughed  at,  for  suffering  it  ? 

“ I see  no  way  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  of  Dr.  Halley's  conduct,  hut 
" this.  I have  caused  my  servant  to  take  a new  copy  of  my  catalogue ; of  which 
" I shall  cau.se  as  much  to  be  printed  off  us  Dr.  Halley  has  spoiled,  and  take 
“ care  of  the  correction  of  the  press  myself,  provided  you  will  allow  me  the 
“ naming  of  the  printer ; and  that  all  the  last  proof  sheets  may  l>e  sent  to 
“ Greenwich,  at  my  charge,  by  the  penny  post,  and  not  printed  off  till  I have 
“ seen  a proof  without  faults.  After  wliicli,  I will  proceed  to  print  the  remain- 
" ing  part  of  the  catalogue  as  fast  us  my  health,  and  the  small  help  I have,  will 
“ suffer  me.  But  if  you  like  not  this,  I shall  print  it  alone,  at  mi/  oini  charge, 
“ on  better  paper,  and  with  fairer  types  than  those  your  present  printer  uses  ; 
" for  I cannot  bear  to  see  my  own  labors  thus  s|K)iled,  to  the  dishonor  of  the 
“ Nation,  Queen,  and  People.  If  Dr.  Halley  proceed,  it  will  Ije  a reflection 
“ on  the  President  of  the  Royal  .Society ; and  yourself  will  suffer  in  your  repu- 
“ tation,  for  encouraging  one,  of  whom  the  wisest  of  his  companions  u.sed  to 
“ say,  that  the  only  way  to  have  any  huxinet*  tpoikd  effectually,  wan  to  trunt  it 
" to  hi*  management.  But  I hoj>e  better  things  of  you,  and  that  you  will  en- 
“ deavor  to  make  me  easy  after  all  my  long,  painful,  and  chargeable  lalx>rs,  by 
“ affording  me  your  a-ssistance,  as  occasion  shall  serve  ; whereby  you  will  ever 
“ oblige.  Sir,  your  humble  servant  and  sincere  friend.” 

This  remonstrance  being  of  no  avail,  it  appears  that  Flamsteed  addressed  the 
Queen  upon  the  subject:  for  there  is,  amongst  his  MSS,  the  copy  of  a petition, 
dated  April  16,  1712,  staring  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  requesting  that 
this  surreptitious  edition  of  his  catalogue  might  be  suppressed.  (Sec  page  295.) 
Flamsteed  however  rcmonstrate<l  here  likewise  in  vain : for  he  found,  soon  after, 
not  only  that  the  printing  of  the  spurious  catalogue  w.as  completed,  but  also  that 
the  Observations  made  with  the  mural  arc  (contained  in  the  175  sheets,  which 
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were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Referees,  ns  above  mentioned)  were  sent  to  the 
press,  in  a garbled  atul  incorrect  manner  ; the  obsen’ations  of  those  stars  onig 
being  retained  which  passed  the  meridian  at  the  same  time  with  the  moon  and 
planets,  and  nearly  on  the  same  parallel ; //<e  rent  being  vhoUy  rejected*.  He 
also  found  that  the  places  of  the  moon,  inserted  in  the  margin  of  the  book,  and 
considered  to  be  deduced  from  those  observations,  were  the  very  tame  ptaces  (at 
least,  those  in  the  more  early  periods)  that  he  had,  some  years  l^fore,  given  to 
Newton  under  the  express  stipulation  that  they  were  not  to  be  made  public, 
l)ecause  they  were  deduced  from  an  approximate  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars. 
(See  page  293.)  This  was  not  just  either  to  Flamsteed,  or  to  the  public  ; who 
had  a right  to  expect  that  the  most  correct  determinations  should  be  given +.  It 
is  true  that  the  Editor  thereby  saved  himself  a vast  deal  of  intricate  and  tronhle- 
some  computation  : but  the  character  of  Flamsteed  suffered  in  pro{K)rtion ; and 

* In  order  thAt  the  reader  may  fully  undentand  the  oature  of  this  charge  (which  is  by  no  mcani  a 
light  one,  and  of  which  Flamatecd  might  juatly  complain),  it  may  be  proper  here  to  atatc  that  the  edi> 
don,  above  alluded  to,  does  not  contain  the  Journal  of  the  nhaervadona  made  with  the  mural  arc,  in  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  entered  in  the  MS  booka  (and  aa  they  are,  in  fact,  now  printed  by  Flam- 
•teed  in  the  secoiuf  volume  of  the  Historia  Car/erfw),  but  merely  partiai  exiracts  from  the  aame,  where 
they  had  reference  to  the  moon  or  any  of  the  planets  : aU  the  rvmaimng  obsermiiofu  bcintj  wfmify 
omitUd.  And  these  extracts  were  arranged  under  difTerent  heads,  according  to  the  body  with  which  thc 
stara  (generally  2 or  3 only  In  number)  were  cora{»ared.  Thua  on  Sept.  15,  1690,  although  there  were 
1 19  observations  made,  yet  only  the  5 which  relate  to  Jupiter,  and  the  4 which  relate  to  (he  moon,  are 
extracted  for  the  press,  and  placed  in  different  parU  of  the  volume  : the  remaining  I lO  ohservatinns 
being  wholly  omitied^  and  no  notice  whatever  taken  of  them  in  any  part  of  the  book.  So  that  the 
future  astronomer  has  no  means  of  correedng  the  error  of  the  instrument  or  of  the  clock,  nor  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  had  been  correctly  deduced.  (See  the  last 
note  in  page  99.)  Flamsteed  knew,  much  better  than  the  Referees,  the  practical  advantage  of  hav- 
ing all  (he  observations  recorded,  day  afrer  day,  tn  Iheir  regular  order.  He  waa  therefore  perfectly 
justified  in  destroying  (aa  be  afteniN-anle  did)  this  garbled  and  abortive  production:  ai>d  lx>(h  the 
present  and  future  astronomer  will  duly  estimate  the  obligations  which  they  are  under  to  him,  for 
having  bad  the  public  spirit  afterwards  to  print  at  his  own  expense  the  whole  of  his  observations  in 
(he  order  in  which  they  were  made.  Flamsteed's  motive  however  waa  but  little  understood,  in  his 
day,  if  wc  may  judge  from  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jones  already  alludctl  to  in  page  xx. 

t The  early  computationa  of  the  places  of  the  moon  are  to  he  found  in  MSS,  vol.  54 ; and  corre- 
apond  exactly  with  those  published  in  Halley's  spurious  edition.  The  subsequent  lunsr  computa- 
tions, deduced  from  the  correct  places  of  the  atars,  are  to  be  found  in  MSS,  vol.  60,  and  corresptuid 
with  thoae  published  afterwards  by  Flamsteed  himself.  The  difference  is  frequently  very  con- 
siderable. See  Mr.  Sharp's  opinion  on  this  subject  In  page  323. 
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we  cannot  l>e  siirpriEed  tliat  be  slioulil  l>e  indignant  on  the  occasion.  And  if  he 
lias  expressed  his  opinion  of  Halley’s  conduct  (in  his  confidential  letters)  in 
tenns  which  sound,  at  the  present  day,  extremely  harsh  to  our  ears,  it  must  be 
confessed  that  he  had  much  to  irritate  and  excite  him. 

Flamsteed  however  had  not  sufficient  interest  to  stop  the  press ; for  the  work 
thus  mutilated  and  corrupted  ultimately  appeared  in  one  volume,  accompanied 
uith  a disingenuous  and  illiberal  preface  by  Halley,  who  superintended  the 
edition*.  Tliis  conduct  of  the  Referees  was  evidently  unjustifiable  ; as  they  had 
no  right  to  break  the  seals  of  his  deposit,  without  his  consent  and  approbation, 
even  at  the  command  (as  they  pretend)  of  the  Queen  t.  The  whole  of  the 
documents  were  clearly  Flamsteed’s  own ; the  observations  had  been  made  with 
his  own  instruments,  and  reduced  at  his  own  expense ; the  Government  had  not 
(as  I have  repeatedly  remarketl)  contributed  anything  l)eyond  his  paltry  salary 
of  £100,  and  that  charged  with  the  execution  of  duties  that  )>elonged  not  to  his 
situation.  The  least  therefore  which  they  could  have  done,  should  have  been 
to  let  him  print  his  works  in  his  own  way ; not  only  on  account  of  the  labor, 
the  anxiety,  and  the  money  which  they  hail  cost  him,  but  also  and  more 
especially  because  there  was  no  one  so  competent  as  himself  to  judge  of  the 
most  proper  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  appear  l)efore  the  public  for  the 
promotion  of  astronomy.  The  whole  would  then  have  been  finished  in  much 
less  time  than  this  single  volume  of  Halley’s. 

This  spurious  and  premature  publication  of  his  works  was  a mortifying  cir- 
cumstance to  Flamsteed  and  annoyed  him  very'  much:  and  it  cannot  be  won- 

• This  edition  will  frequently  be  referred  to,  in  the  8ub«e(|uent  pages,  at  **  Halley’s  edition  of 
1112.”  It  contains,  besides  the  spurious  Catalogue  and  the  garbled  Observatiom,  nearly  the  whole 
of  what  now  forms  the  first  volume  of  the  Hixtoria  Certestis.  lu  the  preface,  Halley  has  made 
many  misrepresentations  and  misstatements : some  of  these  I have  pointed  out  in  pages  385  and 
3811 ; and  I will  here  further  add,  in  contradiction  to  what  Halley  has  stated,  that  it  was  nol  agreed 
that  the  catalogue  should  be  prefixed  to  the  first  volume;  and  that  he  has,  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  said  preface,  given  a colouring  to  facts  which  leave  a false  and  erroneous  impression  on  the 
mind  of  the  reader.  There  are  very  few  copies  of  this  work  now  in  existence ; nearly  the  whole  of 
the  edition  having  been  destroyed  by  Flamsteed,  as  will  he  related  in  the  sequel. 

t Flamsteed  says  that  the  order  of  the  Queen  was  obtained  ajier  the  offence  was  committed. 
This  is  a question,  however,  of  but  little  moment,  in  a case  of  absolute  wrong. 
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dered  at,  tliat  he  should  so  feel  it,  and  resent  it  accordingly.  In  Ids  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Sharp  on  this  subject*,  he  opens  his  whole  mind  upon  the  subject, 
calls  Halley  “ a malicious  thief,"  and  makes  use  of  other  opprobrious  epithets 
which  could  only  be  palliated  by  a consideration  of  Flamsteed's  high  state  of 
excitement.  But,  I apprehend  that,  at  that  day,  a much  greater  license  of 
expression  was  allowed,  or  taken,  on  such  occasions ; for  a circumstance  occurred 
about  the  same  time  which  showed  that  even  Newton  himself  could  fur  a moment, 
in  a similar  manner,  forget  his  rank  and  station : the  occasion  of  which  was 
as  follows.  In  the  year  1710  her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  appoint  the  President 
of  the  Royal  .Sixiiety,  together  with  such  others  as  the  Council  of  the  said 
Society  should  think  lit,  to  be  f^iritor*  of  the  Royal  Obtervatory,  Flamstecrl 
calls  this  measure  “ another  piece  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  ingenuity:”  and,  after 
the  treatment  he  had  received,  he  might  naturally  conclude  that  this  also  was 
done  to  annoy  him.  There  is  no  evidence  however  to  show  that  Newton  had 
any  hand  in  it  whatever;  but  in  consequence  of  this  appointment  a scene 
occurred,  the  particulars  of  which  would  perhape  never  have  been  divulgerl,  had 
nut  these  manuscripts  of  Flamsteed,  belonging  to  two  distinct  parties,  lieen 
simultaneously  brought  to  light.  It  appears  that  a meeting  of  the  Council  of 
the  Royal  Society  was  summoned  for  October  26,  1711,  at  which  Flamsteed 
was  desired  to  attend  “ to  know  from  him  if  his  instruments  were  in  order,  and 
“ fit  to  carry  on  the  necessary  celestial  observations.”  (See  page  96.)  Flam- 
steed attended  accordingly ; and  a scene  ensued  which  he  has  minutely  described 
in  three  or  four  of  his  MSS,  and  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Sharp,  without  much 
shade  of  difference.  It  appears  tliat  Newton,  not  satisfied  or  pleased  with  the 
answers  that  he  received  from  Flamsteed,  forgot  himself  and  the  duty  he  was 
then  perfortning  under  the  Queen’s  Warrant,  " ran  himself  into  a great  heat  and 
" very  indecent  passion,  and  used  him  so  as  he  was  never  used  before ; called  him 
“ a puppy  and  many  other  hard  names,  but  puppy  was  the  most  innocent  of 
“ them.”  Dr.  Mead,  who  was  present,  joined  in  insulting  him : till  at  length 

* Sm  Mr.  Shtrp’t  opinion  of  HiUcj’a  ipurious  edition,  in  hii  letter  inKrted  in  the  Appendix, 
No.  214,  at  page  323,  above  referred  to. 
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Flaiiisti'wl,  evidently  disgusted  at  sudi  treatment,  withdrew  from  the  scene, 
desiring  them  to  restrain  tlieir  passion,  and  telling  them  that  “ it  was  a dishonor 
“ to  the  Nation,  her  Majesty,  and  that  Society  (nay  to  the  President  himself) 
“ to  use  him  so.”  (See  pages  97,  228,  and  294.)  When  we  eon.sider  that 
Neu'ton  was,  at  that  time,  nearly  69  years  of  age,  and  that  Flamsteed  was 
upwards  of  65,  and  so  intirm  that  he  was  obliged  to  he  assisted  larth  up  and 
ilowii  stairs,  it  must  la?  confessed  that  this  scene  exhibits  hut  a miserable 
)>icture  of  the  frailties  of  human  nature ; and  every  friend  to  science,  or  even 
to  humanity,  must  lament  its  ever  having  taken  place. 

Soon  after  this  occurrence,  it  apjiears  that  Flamsteed,  finding  that  all  faith 
with  him  had  been  broken,  that  his  catalogue  had  been  thus  surreptitiously  and 
clandestinely  printed,  and  that  his  observations  also  had  been  sent  to  the  press  in  a 
garbled  and  improper  manner,  broke  oft"  all  communication  with  Dr.  Arhuthnott 
and  his  coadjutors  in  this  affair,  resolving  in  his  own  mind  to  appeal  to  the  public 
on  the  occasion.  He  drew  up  a statement  of  all  the  proceedings  that  had  taken 
place,  with  a view  to  its  publication : and  afterwards  set  about  a re-examination 
of  his  observations  (see  [tage  294),  in  order  to  collect  together,  for  insertion  in 
his  catalogue,  such  stars  as  had  esca|>ed  his  notice  on  his  former  reviews  ; deter- 
mined to  perfect  the  Catalogue  as  much  as  iKJSsible,  and  to  reprint  it  at  his  own 
I'Xpcnse  ; and  before  the  end  of  the  year  1712,  he  received  the  last  sheet  from 
the  press*.  He  then  proceeded  to  do  the  same  with  his  Observations : and  for 
this  purpose  he  applied  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton  for  the  MS  copy  not  only  of  the 
catalogue  and  of  the  17.5  .MS  sheets  of  observations  which  had  been  deposited 
in  his  hands,  but  also  of  the  MS  bcKiks  of  original  entries  which  had  been  left 
with  him  some  time  liefoie ; but  without  effect.  F"lamstced  therefore  found 
himself  obliged  to  commence  legal  proceedings  against  him  for  their  recovery  ; 
hut  with  what  success  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  Some  of  the  books 

• This  revision  of  the  catalogue  appears  to  have  been  made  in  too  much  haste : or  |»crhaps  I 
ought  rather  to  say  that  it  was  printed  too  soon  after  the  revision  was  made.  For,  after  Flamsteed's 
death,  Mr.  Crosthwait  found  several  errora  in  it,  and  reprinted  some  of  the  sheets  (sec  page  359)  : 
hut  a false  economy  prevented  the  whole  from  being  re-computed,  re-mudellcd,  and  re-printed. 
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were  returned  to  Flamsteed,  but  there  is  still  one  of  them  missing  (containing 
the  MS  obsen'Btions  from  Novemlwr,  1702,  to  January,  1712)  which  perhaps 
is  the  one  that  Flatnstee<l  denies  ever  ha>ing  received  back.  (See  page  322.) 
With  respe<‘t  to  the  175  sheets  of  MS  observations,  it  appears  that  Newton 
eventually  handed  tlieiii  over  to  Halley  ; which  Flamsteed  calls  “ the  height  of 
“ trick,  ingnititude,  and  baseness.”  (See  page  325.)  Anil  it  is  certain  that 
Flamsteed  was  ultimately  obliged  to  recopy  not  only  the  catalogue,  but  also 
tliese  175  sheets  of  observations,  for  the  press,  at  an  expense  of  nearly  £200  ; 
aud  at  a great  loss  of  time  and  labor,  independent  of  the  additional  risk  of  error, 
This  conduct  was  indeed  unaccountable,  and  scarcely  to  Iw  justified  on  any  view 
of  the  ca.se  *. 

M'hilst  employeii  however  on  this  work,  bvo  events  oi-curred  which  in  some 
measure  changed  the  prospect  of  Flamsteed's  afl’airs : these  were  the  death  of 
Queen  Anne,  who  died  on  August  1,  1714,  aud  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Hali- 
fax, the  great  |>atrun  and  supporter  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  on  May  19,  1715.  The 
olliccrs  at  Court  were  changed : the  new  Lord  Chamberlain  knew  Flamsteed 
well  ; and  a hint  was  given  to  him  that  he  might,  with  very  little  trouble,  get 
all  the  spurious  copies  of  his  printed  observations  into  his  own  hands.  He 
accordingly  drew  up  a memorial  and  petition  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  (Sir 
Koljcrt  M^ilpole  lieing  then  First  Lord) ; whereupon  300  cxipies  of  this 
obnoxious  work  (probably  all  that  remained,  out  of  the  400  printed,  after  the  pre- 
sentation copiest  and  a few  sales  were  deducted)  were  delivered  up  to  him,  which 
he  immediaiety  committed  to  the  flamet,  “ that  none  might  remain  to  show  the 
“ ingratitude  of  two  of  his  countrymen,  who  had  used  him  worse  than  ever  the 
" noble  Tycho  mis  used  in  Denmark.”  Rejoiced  at  this  circumstance,  he  set 
himself  in  earnest  to  print  his  observations  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
made,  aud  as  they  now-  appear  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Hittoria  Calettu : 

• The  MSS  here  meationed  are  tho«  to  which  I have  alluded  in  my  “ Account  of  Dr.  Halley's 
Astronomical  Observations”  inserted  in  the  Mmoirt  of  the  Royat  Atironomicat  Soa’e/y,  vol.  8, 
page  1 87,  as  being  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Halley. 

t See  a list  of  these  presentation  copies  in  page  318. 
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for  though,  as  he  candidly  states,  " he  was  unwilling  to  impoverish  his  nearest 
“ relations,  whom  he  was  bound  in  justice  and  conscience  to  take  care  of,  since 
'•  they  were  in  no  capacity  to  provide  for  themselves,”  yet  he  was  determined 
that  the  labor  of  nearly  40  years  should  not  1)C  thrown  away,  and  therefore 
resolved  to  print  them  at  hit  otcn  expenee.  Fortunate  indeed  has  it  been  for 
the  astronomer  that  Flamsteed  was  so  resolute  and  pertinacious  on  this  point ; 
and  that  he  had  courage  and  public  spirit  enough  to  hear  up  against  his  two 
powerful  opponents,  whose  views  upon  this  subject  are  hy  no  means  in  accord- 
ance with  those  of  modern  astronomers. 

It  should  here  be  remarked  that  when  Flamsteed  obtained  the  300  copies  of 
his  printed  work  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  he  destn)yed  only  the  cata- 
logue and  the  spurious  part  of  the  work  which  professed  to  l)e  his  observations 
made  with  the  mural  arc.  That  portion  of  it  which  contained  Ins  observations 
with  the  sextant  was  separated  from  the  rest,  and  (together  with  the  observations 
of  Gascoigne  and  Crabtree,  and  of  his  own  at  Derby,  as  well  as  the  computed 
places  of  tlie  moon  and  planets,  and  a few  subsidiary  tables,  all  printed  after- 
wards at  Flamsteed’s  own  charge)  now  forms  the  first  volume  of  the  Hietoria 
Coeleelu.  So  that,  of  all  the  three  volumes  of  the  HUtoria  Cceleetu,  there 
were  only  97  sheets  (of  this  first  volume)  that  were  printed  at  the  public 
expense  : all  the  rest  having  been  edited  at  the  risk  and  private  cost  of  Flam- 
steed himself. 

Flamsteed  however  did  not  live  to  see  the  termination  of  Ids  labors  : he  died 
before  the  second  volume  was  quite  completed ; and  the  remainder  of  that  volume, 
as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  third,  was  finished  under  the  care  and  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Joseph  Crosthwait,  his  assistant  at  the  Royal  Observatory, 
aided  by  Mr.  Abraham  Sharp.  In  the  complete  and  perfect  execution  of  this 
undertaking,  they  met  with  many  difficulties : for  although  Mrs.  Flamsteed 
appears  to  Imve  been  a woman  of  high  spirit,  and  impressed  with  a proper  sense 
of,  and  regard  for,  her  husband's  honor  and  fame,  yet  a too  strict  attention  to 
economy  prevented  the  work  from  appearing  before  the  public  in  the  most  advan- 
tageous light.  Tlie  catalogue,  which  had  been  reprinted  by  Flamsteed,  was 
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still  found,  on  a new  comparison  with  the  observations  by  Mr.  Crosthwait,  to 
contain  many  errors : some  of  the  sheets  were  again  reprinted  with  amend* 
lue/its,  hut  others  were  suffered  to  be  ultimately  published  with  all  their  faults. 
V'et,  had  it  not  l>een  for  Mr.  Crosthwait's  extraordinary,  and  in  some  measure 
gratuitous  exertions,  the  work  would  never  have  been  completed;  and  the  world 
must  have  been  satisfied  with  the  meagre  and  garbled  edition  published  by 
Halley*.  The  Preface  cost  Mr.  Crosthwait  much  trouble:  it  was  written  in 
English  by  Flamsteed,  but  it  was  now  required  to  be  translated  into  Latin  ; no 
one  however  could,  for  some  time,  be  found  adequate  to  the  task,  though  repeat- 
edly attempted.  Mr.  Pound,  at  one  time,  undertook  it,  but  eventually,  after 
mueh  procrastination,  declined  it ; and  it  was  at  last  accomplished  by  a dissent- 
ing minister : a considerable  portion  of  it  however  fieing  suppressed,  as  already 
mentioned.  The  whole  work  was  at  length  published  in  three  volumes  in  1725, 
six  years  after  Flamsteed's  death.  The  distribution  of  its  several  parts  will  stand 
thus  : the  first  volume  and  the  major  part  of  the  second  volume  were  printed 
during  Flamsteed’s  lifetime;  but  the  remainder  of  the  second  volume  and  the 
whole  of  the  third  volume  were  printed  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Crosthwait.  This  latter  portion  therefore  may,  in  some  measure,  be  considered 
as  a jmthummu  work. 

There  remained  now  only  the  Maps,  the  construction  and  engraving  of 
which  appear  to  have  cost  as  much  trouble  and  vexation  as  the  letter-press, 

* Mr.  Crosthwait  had  a great  csteeiD  and  veneration  for  Flamateed.  He  attended  him  in  hia  laat 
iUneaa,  on  hia  death-bed  ; and,  in  the  account  which  he  gives  of  that  acene  to  Mr.  Sharp,  he  says, 
“ He  often  called  for  me,  and  would  gladly  have  said  something  to  me,  but  was  not  able,  though  he 
“ called  for  me  by  name;  and  continued  to  do  so  till  the  last  moment.  You  will  see,  by  this,  that 
" he  has  not  left  me  in  a capacity  to  serve  him,  notwithstanding  he  has  often  told  me  he  would : but 
“ this  I impute  to  his  not  being  sensible  of  his  near  approach  till  it  was  too  late : but  the  love, 
“ honor,  and  esteem  I have  (and  shall  always)  for  his  memory  and  every  thing  that  belonga  to  him, 
“ will  not  permit  me  to  leave  Greenwich  or  London,  before  I hope  the  three  volumes  are  finished.” 
(Sec  page  333.)  And  in  another  letter  he  states,  “ Had  it  not  been  for  the  love  and  honor  I hear  to 
“ Mr.  Flamsteed’s  memory  (knowing  how  many  potent  enemies  he  has  left  behind,  and  how  few 
“ friends  capable  of  serving  him  in  these  affairs)  1 had  before  this  lime  left  Greenwich,  and  should 
“ have  had  a due  regard  to  ray  own  future  support : but  this  I have  refused  upon  his  account.” 
(See  page  336.) 
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but  arising  from  a totally  different  source.  It  seems  that  only  one  of  them 
was  completely  tinished  (Orion*),  when  Flamsteed  died : for  the  rest  we 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  Sharp,  who  constructed  them  anew,  according  to  Flam- 
steed's principles,  from  the  catalogue.  Sir  James  Thornhill  drew  the  figures 
of  the  constellations,  and  recommended  engravers  for  the  work  ; but  the  charges 
of  the  English  artists  were  considered  so  enormous,  that  Mr.  Crosthwait 
went  over  to  Holland  for  the  expres.s  purpose  of  engaging  some  of  the  best 
Hutch  engravers  to  complete  the  workt.  Tlie  vexatious  delays  w'liich  neces- 
sarily occurred  by  adopting  this  method,  its  increased  expense,  and  the  coiistaut 
attention  requisite  to  prevent  mistakes,  dispirited  Mrs.  Flamsteed  ; and  a tem- 
]K)rary  stop  was  consequently  put  to  the  work  ; although  Mr.  Sharp  (now  much 
advanced  in  years)  and  Mr.  Crostliwait  were  willing  to  continue  their  services. 
At  length  some  English  engravers  Iteing  found  who  offere<l  to  execute  the  maps 
at  a more  moderate  charge,  the  labors  of  these  gentlemen  were  renewed,  and 
continued  till  the  time  of  Mrs.  Flamsteed's  death,  which  UH>k  place  on  July  211, 
1730. 

Here  the  correspondence,  from  which  these  facts  are  taken  and  which  is 
inserted  in  the  Ap|>eiKlix,  cejises ; probably  on  account  of  the  circumstances 
mentioned  in  the  last  letter  of  Mr.  Crosthwait  (No.  280  in  the  Appendix), 
whereby  it  apjiears  that  Mrs.  Flamsteed  did  not  leave  either  Mr.  Sharp  or  Mr. 
Crosthwait  a single  farthing  for  all  their  services,  neither  had  they  received 
any  remuneration  since  Mr.  Flamsteed's  death  for  all  their  unparalleled  exertions 
on  her  behalf.  It  does  not  up|>eHr  that  Mr.  HiKlgson  exerted  or  concerned  hin*- 
self  at  all  in  the  business  of  printitig  or  publishing  any  of  Flamsteed's  works. 

That  the  above  mentioned  circumstances,  attending  the  publication  of  Flam- 
steed's works,  should  never  before  have  come  to  light,  is  somewhat  .singular ; 

• There  ia  no  wpaiate  map  of  Orion  in  Flamatccd’a  atlaa  j nor  is  the  whotr  of  that  constellation 
depicted  in  any  one  map.  It  was  probahly  obliged  to  lie  re-drawn  and  reeronstmeted,  in  order  to 
suit  the  subsequent  arrangements. 

t I cannot  find  that  more  than  4 of  the  maps  were  cngravetl  by  the  Dutch  ; via.  6’emini,  .4yun- 
riur,  Ceitti,  and  one  other. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Pre/acf.  xlix 

and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  some  explanation  was  not  given,  at  the  time, 
of  the  circumstances  under  wliich  they  eventually  ap|ieared.  But  that  many  of 
the  facts  were  well  known  at  that  period,  both  in  this  country  and  on  the 
continent,  (although  not  detailed  at  length)  appears  from  the  testimony  of 
contemporaneous  writers ; and  that  Mrs.  Flanurteed  |>artook  of  the  spirit  and 
indignation  of  her  husband,  is  evident  from  the  letter  which  she  addressed  to 
tlie  Vice  ('hancellor  of  Oxford  ; requesting  that  the  copy  of  Halley’s  spurious 
edition,  presented  to  the  Bodleian  Library  by  Sir  Robert  Waljiole,  might  l»e 
removed  therefrom,  as  not  being  the  genuine  works  of  Mr.  Flamsteed.  This 
letter  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  'd81. 

I have  thought  it  pro|>er  to  give  this  preliminary,  but  short  and  connected, 
view  of  Flamsteed’s  labors,  in  order  tliat  the  reader  may  more  readily  combine 
the  several  statements  in  the  present  volume.  For  as  Flamsteed’s  autobiography, 
here  detailed,  is  made  up  of  various  manuscripts  (some  on  loose  sheets  of  [kiiht 
and  others  bound  in  lx)oks)  composed  at  various  times,  and  under  tliffereiit 
circumstances  and  feelings,  and  as  many  repetitions  of  the  same  events  frequently 
occur  (not  only  in  his  own  statement,  but  also  in  the  documents  inserted  in  the 
Appendix),  his  memoirs  might  otherwise  be  liable  to  some  confusion.  \\'ith 
this  assistance  however  I trust  that  every  objection  of  this  kind  will  la?  removed  : 
for  I have  considered  it  much  better  that  Flamsteed  should  relate  liis  own 
history,  and  in  his  own  words  (more  es|xx!ially  as  it  contains  such  severe  com- 
ments on  names  which  stand  so  deservedly  high  in  public  estimation),  than  that 
any  version  of  mine  should  give  a coloring  to  the  facts,  which  he  has  detailed, 
different  from  that  which  was  intended  by  the  author,  and  which  has  been  so 
forcibly  expressed  by  himself. 


I shall  now  revert  to  the  singular  charge,  alluded  to  in  page  xxiv,  which  has 
lieeii  made  by  a modern  writer  against  Flamsteed’s  moral  character.  Mr. 
William  Hutton  (late  of  Binningham),  a voluminous  and  well-known  author, 
has  published  the  following  statement  in  his  Hiilury  of  Derby,  (London,  octavo. 
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1791,)  pages  281,  &c.  “ Jolin  Flamsteed,  the  great  mathematician,  (who  in 
" 1675  was  concerned  in  erecting  the  Observatory  at  Greenwich,  and  in  the 
“ reigns  of  Queen  Anne  and  King  George  I.  presided  over  it  as  Astronomer 
“ Royal)  was  a native  of  Derby,  some  say  of  Denby : his  father  however  resided 
“ at  Derby,  .lohn  was  born  in  1646,  and  continued  in  Derby  till  1670.  The 
“ first  rudiments  of  his  extensive  learning  he  acquired  at  the  free-school  in 
“ St.  Peter’s  churchyard.  Amongst  the  early  follies  of  his  youth  he  was 
“ accused,  with  some  degenerate  companions,  as  being  concerned  in  a highway 

robbery,  for  which  he  was  tried  and  condemned.  Circumstances  and  friends 
“ apjiearing  in  his  favor,  the  Royal  jiardon  was  procured  from  Charles  II. 
‘‘  This  piece  of  discredit  was  not  generally  known  in  after  life.  The  bent  of 
“ his  own  mind  being  then  pursued, -he  became  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments 
‘‘  of  man.  He  discovered  new  worlds  in  the  heavens,  which  he  communicated 
" to  jxisterity.  Instead  of  pursuing  unjustly  the  things  of  tliis  world,  he  followed 
“ with  applause  those  of  others.  He  died  in  1719,  at  the  age  of  73,  leaving  a 
“ most  amiable  chanicter.  Among  his  papers  the  pardon  was  found.  John 
“ Webb,  who  was  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  his,  and  afterwards  of  mine, 
“ gave  me  the  anecdote.” 

As  this  extraordinaiy  account,  if  true,  might  tend  to  diminish  our  respect  for 
Flamsteed's  character,  I have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  its  probability.  It 
appears  to  rest  wholly  on  the  credit  of  Mr.  John  Webb ; of  whom  I shall  speak 
more  hereafter.  In  the  mean  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  a few 
leading  points  as  our  guide  in  this  inquiry.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  scarcely 
probable  that  such  an  occurrence  could  have  taken  place  urhiUt  he  was  at 
school ; for  (setting  aside  the  improbability  of  a jvarcel  of  school-boys  seriously 
embarking  in  an  enterprise  of  this  kind)  if  it  hap|>eued  before  the  summer  of 
1660  (the  date  of  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  II.  who  is  stated  to  have 
granted  the  pardon)  Flamsteed  would  scarcely  have  been  admitted  again  to  the 
school,  both  on  account  of  the  ignominy  attached  to  the  transaction,  and  by 
reason  of  his  mature  age  (he  being  tben  14  years  old),  which  rendered  it  less 
necessary  to  trj'  so  doubtful  an  c.x)>eriment  in  opposition  to  public  opinion.  And 
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that  it  could  not  hare  occurred  during  the  summer  of  1600  will,  I think,  appear 
probable  from  the  circumstance  that  in  such  case  he  would  have  t)een  tried 
during  the  summer  assizes ; and,  as  the  King’s  panloii  could  not  be  immetliutely 
obtained,  he  would  have  been  in  prison  at  the  very  time  that  he  represents 
himself  to  have  caught  that  violent  cold  from  bathing,  which  enfeebled  him  all 
the  rest  of  Ids  days.  It  remains  therefore  only  to  investigate  the  probability  of 
its  occurring  q/ler  the  summer  of  1660. 

Now  it  appears  that  Flamsteed  was  so  weak  for  two  years  after  the  summer 
of  1660  that  he  could  scarcely  walk  to  school,  and  in  166'i  entirely  left  it.  I 
ought  moreover  to  add  here  that  Flamsteed  was  afflicted  with  a natural  lame- 
ness, arising  from  some  organic  diseiise,  which  would  nut  only  incapacitate 
him  from  being  very  active  in  an  affray  of  this  kind,  but  also  render  him  more 
easily  caught  in  any  pursuit,  and  more  readily  identified  when  taken.  Common 
prudence  therefore,  in  which  Flamsteed  was  by  no  means  deficient  even  at  that 
tender  age,  would  {loint  out  to  him  the  impolicy  of  embarking  in  any  scheme  of 
this  kind,  even  if  other  motives  still  more  powerful  and  correct  had  not  influenced 
his  conduct.  If  it  still  be  contended  that  the  occurrence  may  have  taken  place 
after  the  year  1662 ; yet  even  this  indefinite  period  must  be  circumscribed  by 
probabilities : and  here  I appreliend  we  may  fairly  admit  Flamsteed’s  own  minute 
and  circumstantial  account  of  the  employment  of  his  time  as  of  equal,  if  nut 
superior,  weight  to  the  hearsay  evidence  of  Mr.  Webb;  more  especially  as  we 
find  that  Flamsteed’s  statement  is  confirmed  by  bis  well-known  subsequent 
history,  whereas  Mr.  Webb’s  (as  I shall  presently  show)  is  contradicted  by 
every  information  that  1 have  been  able  to  obtain. 

If  therefore  Flamsteed’s  own  statement  be  admitted,  the  alleged  offence  could 
not  have  been  committed  before  the  end  of  the  year  1665  ; since  he  has  satis- 
factorily accounted  for  his  time,  during  the  period  preceding  that  date,  in  that 
minute  and  circumstantial  account  referred  to  in  the  preceding  part  of  this 
Preface ; and  which  in  fact  forms  the  first  dinsion  of  his  autobiography  in  the 
present  volume.  Whether  it  occurred  afterwards  or  not,  may  I think  be  fairly 
left  to  tlie  unbiassed  judgment  of  mankind.  For,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
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Flamstecfi  hiul.  alamt  this  period,  made  liinisetr  distiiij^uished  by  his  talents : 
he  drew  sun  dials,  and  calculated  solar  eclipses,  made  astronumical  instruments 
and  observations  ; no  mean  acijuisitions  in  those  days,  and  fur  so  young  a man, 
being  then  scarcely  !20  years  of  age,  and  which  hud  rendered  him  celebrated  in 
the  neighbourhood.  In  the  year  1669  he  computed  an  almanac  fur  the  ensuing 
year  ; not  (as  he  says)  after  the  usual  manner,  but  much  more  accurately.  The 
results  of  some  of  these  calculations  he  sent  to  the  Uuyul  Sreiety,  which  brought 
him  acquainted  with  several  of  the  most  leanied  and  intelligent  men  of  that  day  : 
and  from  this  period  Flamsteed’s  character  becomes  a kind  of  /luUic  pro|>erty, 
which  must  be  defendcil  on  public  grounds.  This  communication  to  the  Royal 
Society  was  not  signed  in  his  own  name,  but  under  an  anagram  (see  page  108): 
.so  that  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Oldenburg,  was  for  some  time  ignorant  of  the  quarter 
from  which  it  came ; and  he  at  length  ascertained  it  only  by  dint  of  an  active 
inquiry.  “ Though  you  did  what  you  could  (says  Mr.  Oldenburg)  to  hide  your 
“ name  from  us,  yet  your  ingenious  and  useful  labors  I'or  the  advancement  of 
“ astronomy,  addressed  to  the  noble  President  of  the  Royal  Society  and  some 
“ oshers  of  that  illustrious  body,  did  soon  discover  you  to  us,  upon  our  solicituut 
“ inquiriet  ajler  their  teorthp  author."  (See  page  1 06.)  This  trifling  incident, 
1 think,  Irears  materially  on  the  point  in  question  : fur,  before  Mr.  Oldenburg 
wrote  the  answer  to  Flamsteed’s  communication  (which  is  given  in  jrage  106) 
he  would  naturally  endeavour  to  a.scertain  the  character  of  the  person  to  w hom 
he  was  writing  in  such  flattering  terms ; and  if  Flamsteed  (a  person  then  well 
known  to  all  the  scientific  neighhourh(MKl)  had,  tcithin  any  thort  period  pre- 
riously  thereto,  been  trierl  and  condemned  to  be  hanged  for  a highway  robbery, 
it  is  scarcely  within  the  limits  of  probability  that  such  an  event  could  have  lieen 
concealerl  from  him : since  there  is  always,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  a sufficient 
quantity  of  hmy  people,  ready  to  keep  alive  any  stories  of  this  kind,  and  zealous 
to  promulgate  them,  with  perhaps  some  additions,  amongst  their  neighbours. 
Much  less  likely  is  it  that  such  an  offence  could,  teithin  8 or  10  yeiirii  only  of 
it»  allegeii  commiteion,  have  been  kept  secret  from  so  many  persons  about  the 
Court,  to  whom  Flamsteed  must  have  become  known  when  he  was  made 
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AsIroDomer  Royal  in  1675.  But  tlie  unirerml  tilence  in  every  quarter,  during 
Fliimstee<r.s  life  time,  re.spccting  such  an  occurrence,  is  primn  facie  evidence 
that  it  never  took  place : there  is  no  document,  public  or  private,  that  I know  of, 
that  contains  any  account  of  the  alleged  fact.  I have  perused  and  examined 
every  one  of  Flamsteed’s  papers,  of  which  there  is  a great  quantity ; I have 
been  indulged  with  the  sight  of  many  other  manuscripts,  bearing  upon  Flam- 
.sleed’s  history,  and  some  of  them  written  by  his  bitter  enemies  ; hut  in  none  of 
them  have  1 ever  found  the  most  remote  allusion  to  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, related  with  so  much  confidence  by  Mr.  M’ebh,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Hutton. 

But  it  does  not  appear  Ante  Mr.  Webb  became  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stance. He  does  not  speak  of  if  as  a common  report,  as  a fact  well  known  in 
his  day,  daring  Flameteed's  life  time  (in  fact,  he  seems  to  imply  that  it  was 
n«<  generally  known  till  after  hin  decease'),  but  appears  to  rest  his  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  it  merely  from  the  alleged  circumstance  of  the  King’s  pardon 
being  found  amongst  his  papers  after  his  death ; without  even  mentioning  liis 
authority  for  such  a discovery,  or  how  he  became  so  minutely  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  ofTence  for  which  the  pardon  was  granted.  As  if  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  with  all  its  concomitant  details  had  then,  for  the  first  time 
after  a lapse  of  nearly  60  years,  hurst  U|K)ii  the  .world  ; no  other  person  however 
having  thought  proper  to  notice  the  extraordinary  occurrence,  except  this  obscure 
individual  Mr.  Webb.  But,  I wotd<l  ask,  who  were  the  parties  likely  to  be 
present  .at  the  examination  of  his  private  and  confidential  papers,  secured  with  a 
privacy  and  cure  in  proportion  to  the  risk  and  fear  of  iliscovery  ? Surely  not 
Mr.  M'ebb,  nor  any  other  stranger  to  the  family  : but  his  nearest  and  dearest 
relations,  his  widow  and  his  niece,  whom  he  had  ap]H)inted  executrices  of  his 
will.  Are  these  persons  (even  sup]M)sing  them  to  have  discovered  such  a dis- 
tressing document)  likely  to  have  hlazoned  abroad  the  disgrace  of  their  departed 
relative?  to  have  stamped  at  once  with  ignominy  the  high  character  which 
Flamsteed  hud  all  through  life  maintained,  and  which  it  was  their  object  to 

perpetuate?  And  from  what  motive?  Would  they  not  rather  (if  such  a 
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di§covery  liad  actually  heen  made)  have  locked  up  the  secret  in  their  own 
hreasts,  and  used  every  precaution  to  prevent  its  lieing  known  ? But  the 
umvrTaal  tUenee  in  every  quarter,  even  after  Flamsteed’s  decease,  res|)ecting 
such  an  occurrence  (except  this  oral  testimony  of  Mr.  M'elih  eighty  year*  after 
the  alleged  oti'ence)  is  another  ailditional  evidence  that  it  never  took  place. 
Shakspeare’s  " early  follies  of  youth”  may  perhaps  he  true:  but  Flamsteed’s 
anecdote  (as  it  is  quaintly  called  by  Mr.  Hutton)  rests  on  a very  slender  found- 
ation, and  ought  not  to  have  lieen  hazarderl  on  such  frail  evidence. 

Thinking  that  I might  he  aide  to  obtain  more  accurate  information  at  Derby 
respecting  Flamsteed’s  early  life,  I went  down  there  for  the  express  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  books  of  the  free-school  would  throw  any  light  on  the 
subject : whether,  indeed,  there  was  any  entry  therein  of  Flamsteed’s  admittince 
to  the  school,  or  of  his  ejjiuUian  therefrom.  But  it  unfortunately  happenerl  that 
there  were  no  books,  of  so  early  a date,  in  existence  : nor,  in  fact,  was  it  at  all 
known  whether  such  books  were  ever  in  use. 

However,  there  remained  one  source  of  information  to  which  1 could  apfical 
with  confidence  ; and  the  result  of  that  ap|ieal  will,  I trust,  for  ever  set  the  ques- 
tion at  rest ; for,  if  a pardon  was  actually  granted  by  King  Charles,  some  trace 
of  it  was  sure  to  be  found  amongst  the  public  records  in  the  State-Paper  Office. 
1 therefore  took  the  liberty  of  detailing  the  circumsUinces  of  the  case  to  Robert 
Lemon,  Esq.  Deputy  Keeper  of  State  Pa|)crs,  requesting  him  to  furnish  me 
with  such  information  upon  the  subject  as  his  office  might  afford.  With  the 
greatest  readiness  and  kindness  he  immediately  entered  into  my  views ; and, 
impresse<l  with  the  same  feelings,  went  through  the  search  hinuelf,  without 
trusting  to  the  contingent  carelessness  of  others.  It  is  with  much  pleasure,  and 
I am  sure  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  Flamsteed’s  admirers,  that  I communicate 
the  result  of  Mr.  Lemon's  inquiries,  and  in  his  own  words.  '*  I have  (says 
“ he)  myself  made  a careful  search  through  the  whole  of  our  Warrant  Books, 
“ Petitions,  References,  Reports  and  Domestic  Corres|)ondencc  from  1660  to 
“ 1670  inclusive,  and  can  state  in  the  mast  explicit  manner  that  there  is  no 
“ trace  of  any  grant  of  pardon  to  the  celebrated  John  Flamsteed  to  be  found  in 
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•'  them ; nor  do  I believe  that  any  such  ever  eidsted : if  it  had,  it  muet  have 
“ been  entered  among  our  Warrants  or  Petitions,  the  series  of  which,  at  that 
“ period,  in  my  custody,  is  particularly  perfeet." 

Having  thus  satisfied  myself  (and,  I trust,  the  public)  that  this  extraordinary 
charge  is  void  of  foundation,  I sliall  next  endeavour  to  ascertain  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  parties  (Mr.  Hutton  and  Mr.  Webb)  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
the  circulation  of  the  report.  Of  Mr.  M’ebb  we  know  nothing  more  than  what 
Mr.  Hutton  has  recorded  of  him ; and  which  I shall  presently  relate : but  Mr. 
Hutton  is  the  author  of  several  works,  most  of  which  have  gone  through  more 
than  one  edition.  Two  of  these  only  have  I read  ; viz.  the  History  of  Derby, 
and  the  History  of  bis  own  Life:  and,  if  I may  judge  from  those  two  pro- 
ductions, he  was  a great  lover  and  collector  of  anecdotes,  and  never  so  well 
pleased  as  when  he  met  with  a |>erson  who  could  add  to  his  stock.  He  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Derby,  in  the  year  1723,  of  very  low  and  indigent  parents  ; 
but,  by  his  industry  and  tiilents  raised  himself  to  a state  of  independence. 
He  was  indeed  of  so  low  an  origin,  that  when  only  7 years  of  age  he  was 
set  to  work  at  the  silk  mills  in  that  town,  where  he  continued  till  he  was  14 ; 
when  he  was  sent  to  Nottingham,  to  be  apprenticetl  to  his  uncle,  who  was  a 
stocking  maker.  Whilst  there,  he  played  some  wild  pranks  which  offended 
his  uncle ; but  being  restored  to  favor  he  continued  with  him  till  the  end  of 
his  seven  years'  apprenticeship.  It  was  at  this  place,  and  during  this  period 
(viz.  in  the  year  1742)  that  he  became  acquainted  with  the  above-mentioned 
Mr.  Webb  : and  the  only  account,  which  I can  collect  of  this  person,  is  from 
the  statement  which  Mr.  Hutton  has  given  in  the  History  of  his  own  life,  in 
the  following  words : viz.  " An  old  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Webb  (who 
" had  passed  a life  in  London,  brought  £.3000  into  business,  lived  in  genteel 
“ life,  and  had  filled  many  offices,  but  was  reduced)  came  to  reside  with  us. 
" He  was  one  of  the  most  sensible  and  best  of  men,  completely  formed  for 
" an  instructor  of  youth.  It  was  my  fortune  to  attend  him,  sleep  with  liim, 
“ and  love  him.  I treated  him  as  a father,  a monitor,  and  endeavoured  to 
" profit  by  him.  He  had  many  acquaintance,  all  men  ot  sense,  to  whose 
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" conversation  1 listened  by  the  hour*.”  Tliis,  then,  is  the  whole  of  our 
knowledge  about  Mr.  Webb : so  that,  after  all,  it  appears  that  we  are  calleil 
upon  to  lielieve  this  improbable  story,  on  the  authority  of  a garrulous  old  mail 
retailing  his  “ anecdotes’"  to  a youth  only  19  years  old,  at  the  distance  of  eif^hty 
yearn  after  the  alleged  ofl'eucc  !! ! Surely,  no  character  is  safe  if  such  testimony, 
as  this,  is  allowed  to  have  the  least  weigiit  in  public  opiiiiou. 

But,  another  remarkable  circumstance  attending  this  business  is  that  Mr 
Hutton,  who  was  a native  of  Derby,  should,  at  the  end  of  half  a century  alter 
he  had  been  informerl  of  this  “ anecdote,”  (namely  in  the  year  1791,  or  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  yearn  after  the  allegerl  offence  is  said  to  have  la.'eu  cr)in- 
initted)  write  ami  publish  a history  of  that  town,  and  of  the  principal  characters 
to  whom  it  had  given  birth,  without  having  taken  any  jiains  in  the  mean  time 
to  a.scertuin  the  accuracy  of  his  informant's  rejairt.  The  whole  leisure  of  his 
life  seems  to  have  been  employed  in  collecting  and  recording  (lublic  and  private 
incidents  and  events:  he  must  therefore  have  well  known  the  sources  of  itifor- 
ination,  and  more  csjrecially  in  a place  w here  he  was  so  completely  at  home ; 
and  he  ought  to  have  stated  the  success  of  those  endeavours  (if  made)  before  he 
had  suffered  the  paragraph  to  have  been  inserted  in  bis  Ixmk.  We  can  scarcely 
suppose  that  Mr.  M’ebb  was  the  only  person  that  was  aci|Uainte<l  with  the 
report ; and,  whether  true  or  false,  such  report  (if  indeed  it  ever  existed)  would 
Ire  sure  to  reach  Derby  , Flamsteed’s  native  place.  The  total  nilenee  however 
(as  I have  before  ob.served)  respecting  this  subject,  for  nearly  one  hundred  and 
thirty  yearn,  is  in  itself  a sufficient  prmd'  of  the  falsity  of  the  “ anecdote.” 

Desirous  however  of  examining  every  source  of  information  on  so  iin|>urtBnt 
a suhject,  and  having  learnt  that  Mr.  Hutton’s  daughter  (Miss  Catherine  Hutton) 
was  still  residing  in  the  ueighbourlKsid  of  Binningham,  I look  the  lilierty  of 
writing  to  her,  to  reijuest  her  to  furnish  me  with  any  additional  evidence  or 
iiifonnution  relative  to  the  [adiit  in  ipiestion,  that  might  be  in  her  |H>ssession  ; 
with  which  request  she  immediately  and  very  obligingly  complied.  The  follow- 

• l-nfe  of  WtHiftm  Second  fditioa,  pi^c  121 . In  the  following  pape  Mr.  Hutton 

sayi  that  Mr.  Webb  died  on  the  22nd  of  July  in  the  next  year,  IT43:  so  that  their  ac(]uaintancc 
was  but  of  short  duratiOD. 
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ing  is  an  extract  from  her  letter : viz.,  “ I have  heard  my  father  say  that 
'*  Mr.  Webb  had  been  in  some  wholesale  business  in  London,  and  had  failed 
“ through  having  trusted  a friend  to  a very  large  amount,  and  having  been  deeeive<l 
“ by  bin),  'llic  particular  business  and  circumstances  I have  forgotten.  I have 
“ heard  my  father  mention  and  quote  Mr.  M'^ebb,  I believe  literally,  a thousand 
“times.  He  always  s[>oke  of  him  with  the  highest  respect  and  veneration; 
“ and  I am  certain  he  would  as  soon  have  doubted  the  evidence  of  his  own 
“ senses,  as  any  thing  alhrmed  by  Mr.  Webb.  I do  not  recollect  having  heard 
“ my  father  mention  the  anecdote  of  Flamsteed : if  he  ever  did,  it  could  not 
“ have  been  with  douht."  This  letter  therefore,  it  seems,  adds  nothing  to  the 
authority  of  the  infonnation  : nor  indeed  docs  the  second  letter  which  Jliss 
Hutton  was  goorl  enough  to  write  to  me  on  this  subject,  wherein  she  says  “ 1 do 
“ not  comprehend  how  the  anecdote  respecting  Flamsteed  should  be  void  of 
“ foundation.  My  father's  memory  was  so  tenacious  that  I cannot  imagine  him 
“ to  have  been  mistaken.  He  wrote  what  he  called  The  Book  of  Memory, 
“ which  consisted  of  the  incidents,  the  most  trifling  and  the  most  remote,  that 
“ had  hap[iened  to  him  on  every  one  of  the  365  days  of  some  one  year  or  other; 
“ with  the  exception  (I  think)  of  13  days  on  wliich  he  could  recollect  nothing 
“ to  record.  The  manuscript  is  now  in  the  possession  of  my  brother.  .Mr. 
“ Webb’s  veracity  was  uu<|uestioned,  us  he  was  a cautious  man;  and  Flamsteed 
“ was  a person  too  well  known  to  have  been  easily  mistaken  for  another.” 

It  should  here  be  remarked  tliat  I do  not  accuse  Mr.  Hutton  of  mltrepre- 
tentafion  either  wilful  or  accidental ; since  it  is  very'  pn>bable  that  he  heard  (or 
believed  that  he  heard)  the  “ anecdote''  related  by  Mr.  Webb,  in  his  boyhiHsl. 
But  I do  think  that  he  may  be  charged  with  great  want  of  prtidence  and  cau- 
tion in  publishing  such  a Xa\e,  fifty  yearn  ajtertcards,  when  he  was  advancml  to 
a mature  age,  without  having  taken  some  pains,  in  the  meantime  (for  there  is 
no  evidence  of  such  pains  having  been  taken)  to  ascertain  tbe  creriihility  of  bis 
informant's  statement.  The  concluding  passage,  however,  in  Miss  Hutton's  last 
letter  brings  to  my  recollection  the  fact,  that  Flamsteed  has  recorded,  amongst 
his  list  of  pupils  and  annintant.'s  at  the  Observatory,  the  name  of  “ J.  Flamsteed 
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and  calls  him  " cognalut  meu».''  (See  page  49  *.)  Whether  any  occurrence, 
of  the  kind  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Webb,  was  ever  alleged  against  thin  branch  of 
the  family,  and  which,  from  the  identity  of  their  names  and  residences,  and  the 
similarity  of  their  employments  (after  a lapse  of  eighty  yean,  for  this  is  an 
important  feature  in  the  case),  might  have  given  rise  to  the  report  in  question, 
it  would  pcrhaj)s  at  this  distance  of  time  be  impossible  to  determine,  liut, 
even  in  this  c<ise,  the  result  of  the  search  at  the  State- Paper  Office  would  Ite  a 
sufficient  answer  to  the  charge:  unless  indeed  it  liap[)eued  ajter  the  year  1670, 
l>eyoiid  which  period  the  search  was  not  extended.  It  is  the  only  solution, 
however,  of  the  difficulty  that  1 eiui  suggest:  and  some  persons  might  perhaps 
consider  that  further  inquiry  is  requisite  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  such 
fact.  Put,  I apprehend  that  I ought  rather  to  apologize  for  the  great  length  of 
the  present  discussion ; and  I certainly  feel  little  disposed  to  attempt  to  affix 
the  stigma  on  another  branch  of  the  family,  being  sufficiently  contented  with 
having  removed  it  from  the  subject  of  the  present  memoir. 

* Flamsteed  left  by  his  will  a portion  of  his  property  to  the  children  of  his  " kinsman  John 
**  Flamsteed,  of  Little  Hallam.**  Probably  this  was  the  same  person  as  that  desigruted  by  the 
title  of  ” cognatUB  mens."  Flamsteed's  will,  which  is  liatcd  on  the  last  day  of  February,  1717, 
was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  on  Jan.  7,  1720.  See  the 
substance  of  it  in  page  333. 


Digitized  by  Google 


lix 


A CATALOGUE  OF  FLAM:?TEED’S  MANUSCRIPTS, 


In  airanginic  the  fuUowing  volumcB  of  MSS,  I have  endeavcKired,  aa  much  aa  poaaible,  to  keep 
the  aevcra)  aubjcctB  diatinct  and  acparate:  and,  allliuugh  ibia  end  could  not,  from  the  circumatancea 
of  the  case,  be  strictly  accompUaheil,  yet  I trust  that  the  plan  which  has  been  adopted  will  facilitate 
the  inquiries  of  those  who  may  hereafter  have  occasion  to  examine  the  several  volumet.  The 
arrangement  is  nearly  in  the  following  order : viz.  those  volumes  which  contain, 

I®.  The  onjirtoi  entries  of  observations. 

2°.  The  copies  of  such  observations. 

.*1*.  The  various  cataiogues. 

4®.  Letters  and  other  documents  relating  to  Flamsteed's  history. 

5®.  Detached  memoirs  and  impcra  on  various  subjects. 

6®.  Subsidiary  tables  lucd  in  his  computations. 

’I®.  Computations  of  various  kinds. 

8®.  Miscellaneous  papers. 

9®.  Manuscripts  by  other  hands. 

Vol. 

Entitled  by  Flamsteed  **  Minutes,  or  Jtrst  notes  of  Observations:*'  being  those  made  with 
the  Se.xtant,  from  April  U,  1G76,  to  October  29,  1679,  both  inclusive.  Small  quarto, 
bound  in  vellum. 

These  observations  (as  well  aa  those  in  the  subsequent  volumes,  unless  otherwise  ex- 
pressed) are  entered  chronologically ^ and  not  collectively  as  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
^liforia  Ccelestis.  Under  the  dale  of  August  3),  1673,  he  states  that  he  went  to  Derby  for 
about  a month,  on  account  of  a dangerous  illness  with  which  he  was  seized : and  that 
during  his  absence  Dr.  Halley  had  made  some  observations  which  Flamsteed  says  are 
described  in  another  little  book,  of  a few  pages;  and  for  the  insertion  of  which,  blank 
pages  have  been  left  in  the  present  book.  I have  not  been  able,  however,  to  discover 
either  the  little  book,  or  the  observations.  Under  the  date  of  July  30. 1679,  there  is  the 
following  entry : **  Kgo  in  puteo  subterraneo  transitum  observavi  lucidee  in  capite  Draconis 
" proprius  ad  vertteem  (|uam  Faber  viderit  Junii  20,  cum  meridiem  media  nocte  strinxerit.” 
This  is  the  only  notice,  that  1 find  recorded,  of  his  having  made  use  of  the  upell  for 
observations.  At  the  end  of  the  Observations  there  is  the  following  entry : **  The  second 
“ book,  from  Decern.  1,  1678,  to  Feb.  19, 1684,  is  detained  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Is.  Newton." 
On  the  last  ptigc  of  the  book  is  a Catalogue  of  18  principal  stars,  reduced  to  the  year  1677, 
which  he  used  in  his  astronomical  computations.  In  this  volume  there  is  frequent  mention 
made  of  his  two  clocks;  one  of  which  is  designated  by  its  long  pendulum,  and  the  other 
by  its  short  pendulum : I apprehend  therefore  that  they  were  not  both  tsco-seconds  pen- 
dulums. Halley's  name  is  frequently  mentioned  aa  baviug  made  ubaervations. 
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Vol. 

3.  M mutes,  or  first  noses  of  Obicrvations  with  the  Sixunt,  from  November  1,  1679,  to  Febniarv 
16,  IdB*!,  both  inclusive.  Quarto,  bound  in  leather. 

In  the  first  page  of  this  book  Flamstecil  has  written  the  following  mt-momndum  : vi». 
“ Libnim  hufie,  postquam  detinuisset  fere  12  Minus,  remisit  Newtunus  Eq.  mense  Octobri 
**  exeiinte  •nni  1716.**  At  the  end  of  the  biKik  there  sre  some  observations  of  the  Tides  at 
Oreenwich ; and  also  of  the  ptnch-ieater  at  the  Tower,  which  latter  cost  him  1*10  to  obtain  : 
also  an  account  of  Disbursements  for  repairs,  itc.  at  the  Observalory  in  1677 — 62 : also  an 
account  of  the  angles  of  various  objects  Keen  from  the  Ohservatorv' : also  a list  of  stars  whose 
mtertnutual  distances  are  to  be  takcu  for  parallax.  Besides  the  two  clocks  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  volume,  we  have  allusion  here  made  to  horolugium  mu/ur,  horologium  ambu- 
/olorii/m,  horologium  ojicu/ure;  mention  is  also  made  of  a ■sfrrhtg  jKiHlulum,  and  a ptot 
|)cndulum,  but  nothing  from  which  we  can  learn  any  description  of  them.  Hailey’s  name  is 
here  also  frequently  mentioned  as  having  made  observations. 


, Minute#,  or  first  notes  of  Observations  with  the  Sextant,  from  February  19,  lOM,  to  September 
3,  1689,  both  inclusive.  Quarto,  b«»und  in  leather.  It  is  entitled  hy  Flamstred 
IJbri  tertii  observationum  pars  prior.** 

In  the  first  page  of  this  laiok  Flamsteed  ha#  written  the  following  menv»randum  : viz. 
'*  Commtwla  Eq.  N.  Fch.  27,  1715-16,  recepi  post  multas  frivolas  excuBatinnes  cl  ficta# 
**  morarum  vel  pretevtas  causns,  misso  J.  C.  ad  peteiidum  July  15,  1715,  cum  lihro  1^ 

observationum  Grenovicensium,  post  9^  annurum  captivitatem.’*  Under  the  date  of 
August  IS,  1688,  he  has  also  made  the  following  note:  viz.  **  Vesp.  venit  l)s.  Sharp,  ut 
**  mihi  ab  observatiouihua  adjutor  et  minister  caset." 

4-  Mimitiui,  OT^/frr/ notes  of  Observations  with  the  Mural  Arc,  fmm  September  12,  1689,  to 
Jamuiry  17,  1691,  both  inclusive.  Quarto,  Imiind  in  leather.  It  is  entitU*<l  by  Flam- 
steed **  Fixarum  Planctanimquc  ohscrvationcs  Arcii  Murali  hahiw’,  &c.*’ 

This  book  was  originidly  bound  up  with  the  preceding  one,  in  one  vdume,  as  the  pages 
are  continued  from  one  volume  to  the  other.  The  pagrrs  of  the  present olume  are  numliercd 
at  the  foot.  Under  the  date  of  October  31,  1 690,  Flamsteed  meiitioiu  his  having  added  a 
new  clock.  Under  the  daU':  of  November  4,  1690,  he  has  written  the  following  memo* 
rand  urn  ; ” Hora  10^  lO"*  |>er  hundogium,  Minister  meus  |>cr  bidiium  ei  3 fere  menses. 
**  A.  Sharpius  me  reliquit  ut  matheinatica  I.«<indini  docerct.**  At  the  end  of  the  book  there 
is  a collection  of  the  olvservatlons  of  Polaris,  and  some  cuinputattuus  of  the  latitude ; also  a 
small  table  of  the  errors  of  (he  mural  arc,  in  azimuth ; also  a It^rithniic  table  of  the 
distances  of  Jupiter  from  the  sun  ; also  some  incomplete  tahkw  of  Jupiter. 

O.  Minutes,  or  first  notes  of  Observations  with  the  Mural  Arc,  fmm  January  17,  1691,  to 
January  14,  1694.  Quarto,  bound  in  leather.  It  is  entitled  by  Flamsteeil  **  Diarium 
Obaervatiouum  Ccrieatium,  &c.*' 

At  the  beginning  of  the  book  there  is  a short  table  of  the  errors  of  the  mural  arc,  ariaing 
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from  the  linking  of  the  will,  during  the  years  1691-4;  agwinst  which  Flamsteed  has 
written  the  following  note : '*  Hia  erroribus  usus  fui  id  Apographis  obserrationum  quas  in 
“ manus  Di.  J.  Newtoni,  ul  pr*lo  propediem  commillerentur  credidi  March  20,  1107-6.” 
This  table  dilfers  from  that  which  is  given  in  page  297  of  the  same  volume.  Under  the  date 
of  October  23,  1692,  ia  a memorandum  of  his  marriage,  which  has  been  copied  in  page  61 
of  the  present  work.  I would  here  remark  that  there  are  two  leaves  cut  out  of  this  book ; 
one  containing  pages  66  and  69  (which  ia  noticed  in  page  350  of  the  present  work),  and 
the  other  containing  pages  244  and  245 : but  the  journal  of  the  ubscrvaliuns  does  not  appear 
to  he  deranged  or  loot  thereby. 

6.  Minutes,  or  first  notes  of  Observations  with  the  Mural  Arc,  from  January  IB.  1694,  to  March 

16,  1698,  both  iucltMive.  Quarto,  bound  in  rough  leather.  It  it  entitled  by  Flamsteed 
**  Diarium  Qbacr^'ationum  Astronomicarum  Coelestium, 

Ill  page  43,  under  the  date  of  September  20,  1694,  Flamsteed  has  written  the  following 
memorandum : **  Anna,  soruris  Katherinae  et  Rob.  Hcmingii  filia  improvisa,  Greno- 
**  vicum  venit,  hors  4 p.  m. ; nupsit  Jacobo  Hodgsoiio,  ministro  meo,  me  inscio,  Octob.  31, 
**  1702:  I,ondinum  concessit  ul  euro  marito  conviveret,  Octob.  16,  1706.**  Under  the  date 
of  Sept.  27,  1694,  it  is  noted  that  Halley,  together  with  Mr.  Nelson,  paid  a visit  to  the 
Observatory,  in  order  to  see  the  synopses  of  the  observations  whkh  Flamsteed  had  previously 
shown  to  Newton.  At  the  end  of  the  book  are  some  statements  and  computations  relative 
to  the  errors  of  the  mural  arc,  arising  from  the  sinking  of  the  wall,  for  the  years  1 694 — 1698 : 
also  relative  to  the  position  of  Polaris  for  the  years  1689 — 1696.  After  this,  there  is  the 
following  memorandum  respecting  his  niece  and  her  family:  viz.  **  ,\nna,  neptis  mca, 
**  dilectissimae  sororis  me^  Katherinrc  et  Rolierti  Hcmingii,  61ia  nnica.  Data  erat  anno  1680, 
**  Octob.  7,  bora  10  matutina,  die  1^*,  Marcfcildi®  in  com.  Leicestriie. — 1694,  Sept.  20, 
“ me  visum  veniens  in  Obsen*atorio,  a patre  impetravi  ut  mecum  maneret — 1702,  Octob.  31, 
“ nupsit,  me  inscio,  Jacobo  Hodgsonio.— 1706,  Sept.  15,  liondinum  concessit,  ut  cum  marito 
vivercl,  gravida, — 1706,  Dcccm.  8 © circa  IS**  p,  m.  Katharina  ejus  ct  Jacobi  Hudsoui 
**  filia,  Londini  nata,  q.  d.  g. — 1707*8,  Johannes,  fiUus,  natiis  Londiiii  p.  m.  Januarii  sic 
**  puto  26. — 1710,  Jacobus  filius.**  There  are  4 or  5 leaves  tom  out  of  this  book : but  none 
of  the  observations  appear  to  be  lost. 

7«  Minutes,  or  first  notes  of  Observations  with  the  Mural  Arc,  from  March  18,  1693,  to  November 

17,  1702,  both  inclusive.  Quarto,  bound  in  rough  leather.  It  is  entitled  by  Flamsteed 
” Diarium  Observationum  Ccelcslium,  &c.’* 

At  the  beginning  of  the  book  there  are  some  memoranda  of  dates  relating  to  hts  own  life. 
At  pages  18,  90,  and  91  art  some  memoranda  relative  to  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle. 
Under  (he  date  of  December  4,  1698,  is  the  entry  stated  in  page  65  of  the  present  volume. 
Under  the  date  of  November  23,  1699,  Flamsteed  has  written  as  follows;  viz.  “ Mane 
**  D^  Poundio,  in  Indiam  navigaturo,  postquam  noctem  imegram  hie  manscrat,  valedixi: 
“optimus  Ule  Gcometra  et  Mathematicus.**  On  Decembers,  1699,  he  remarks  that  the 
barometer  fell  to  28*40  iiiches;  and  on  February  3,  1102,  to  26*08  inches:  which  latter, 
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he  uy«,  is  neerty  3]^  inchei  lower  than  he  ever  saw  it*.  At  the  end  of  the  volume  are  the 
usual  computations  for  determining  the  errors  of  the  mural  arc,  for  the  current  yean,  arising 
from  the  sinking  of  the  wall. 

N.B.  There  is  no  book  of  the  originai  entries  of  the  ohservaiimSf  from  November  17, 
1702,  to  January  2,  1712,  exclusive;  nor  is  any  such  book  entered  in  Dr.  Maskelyne*t 
lift  of  the  Manu.fcripis. 

H.  Minutes,  or notes  of  Observations  with  the  Mural  Arc,  from  January  2,  1712,  to  Decern* 
her  27,  1719,  both  inclusive.  Quarto,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

At  page  79,  Flamsteed  remarks  that  on  September  13,  1716,  at  6 o’clock,  the  barometer 
stood  at  29 '30  inchea;  and  that  on  the  iblluwing  morning  at  8 o’clock  it  had  fallen  to 
28*05  inches,  where  it  continued  till  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  when  it  began  to  rise 
again.  At  the  end  of  the  volume,  are  the  usual  computations  for  determining  the  crnirs  of 
the  moral  arc,  arising  from  the  sinking  of  the  wall,  for  the  current  years. 

Copy  of  the  obaervations  of  Gascoigne  and  Crabtree,  from  December,  1638,  to  December, 
1642,  both  inclusive : also  a copy  of  Hamstccd’s  obscrvaliona  made  at  Derby,  from  June  22, 
1666,  to  February  16,  1673-4;  at  the  Tower  of  London,  from  April  18,  1075,  to  July  11, 
1675 ; and  at  the  Queen's  House  in  Greenwich  Park,  from  September  26,  1675,  to  Novem- 
ber 25,  1676.  Quarto,  bound  in  vellum.  It  is  entitled  by  Flamsteed  **  Eicerpta  Astm- 
uomift,  &c.*’ 

Tlicre  are  several  observahona  in  this  book  which  are  not  printed  in  the  first  volume  of 
the  Historia  Calestis;  especially  the  whole  of  the  observations  for  the  year  1676. 

10.  A Copy  of  Flamsteed’s  observations  made  at  Derby,  from  October  25, 1668,  to  April  8, 1674  ; 

at  the  Tower  of  London,  from  April  17,  1675,  to  July  17,  1675  ; and  at  the  Queen’s 
House  in  Greenwich  Park,  from  September  26,  1675,  to  November  25,  1676.  Folio, 
hound  in  a marbled  paper  cover.  It  is  entitled  by  Flamsteed  “ Ofiiciua  Aatrono- 
mica,  Ac.** 

] 1 • A Collection  of  Flamsteed’s  Observations  made  in  1676  and  1677.  Quarto,  bound  in  vel- 
lum. It  is  entitled  by  Flamsteed  “ Observationea  Brittanicm  Regue.” 

Those  observations  arc  copied  from  some  other  books,  and  are  arranged  under  different 
heads,  as  follow : viz.  1**.  at  the  beginning  arc  the  spots  in  the  sun,  no  page ; 2*.  intermu- 
tual  diatancea  of  the  fixed  stan,  at  page  I ; 3^.  an  account  of  the  comet  which  appeared  in 
April  1677,.  at  page  35;  4°.  vertical  distances,  on  the  meridian,  of  the  fixed  stars  taken  with 
the  sextant,  at  page  37  ; 5°.  intcrmutual  distancesof  the  planets  and  fixedstars,  at  p^e  41 ; 
6*.  the  same  of  the  moon,  at  page  62;  7*^.  observations  of  Jupiter’s  satellites,  at  page  91. 
Aller  these  follow  12  maps  of  the  principal  stars  in  the  constellations  of  the  zodiac.  There 

* 1 prsMime  he  mesni  lower  than  ihr  highest  point  si  which  be  erer  asw  it. 
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are  Home  oliacrvaliona  and  remarkt  in  this  book  which  are  not  printed  in  the  first  volume  of 
the  ffiitoria  CasUstis. 

12.  Another  CittUdion  of  Flamsteed'a  Observations,  from  1666  to  1677.  Quarto,  bound  in 

leather. 

'fbe  observations  in  this  volume  are  cx/pied  from  some  other  book,  and  are,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding one,  arranged  under  difierent  heads,  as  follow,  via.  1'^.  Intermutual  distances  of  the 
stars  in  the  Pleiades,  taken  at  Derby,  in  1671 — 73;  2°.  eclipses  of  the  sun  in  1666  and 
166A,  and  other  astronomical  phenomena  iu  subsequent  years;  3°.  spots  seen  on  the  sun  in 
1676  : 4°.  intermutual  distances  of  the  futed  stars,  from  September  29,  1676,  to  December 
1$,  1677  ; the  same  of  the  moon  and  planets  from  the  6xed  stars;  6°  observations  of 
Jupiter's  satellites;  7^.  vertical  distances  of  Polaris;  6^.  an  account  of  the  comet  which 
appeared  in  April  1677.  There  are  some  observatiuDs  aud  remarks  in  this  book  which  are 
not  printed  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Historic  Ctelestis. 

13.  Another  Collection  of  Flamsteed's  obaeirations,  from  1671  to  1676.  Quarto,  bound  in 

vellum. 

The  observations  in  this  volume  sre  also  copied  from  some  otlicr  books,  and  like  the  two 
preceding  ones  are  arranged  under  different  heads : viz.  1^.  diameters  of  the  sun  and  moon ; 
2°.  intermutual  distaDCCS  of  the  stars  in  the  Pleiades,  all  observed  at  Derby  in  1671—73; 

observations  made  at  the  Tower  of  London  from  April  17,  1675,  to  July  II,  1675;  4^ 
observations  made  at  the  Queen’s  house  in  Greenwich  Park,  from  September  26,  1675,  to 
November  20,  1675 ; 5°.  observations  made  (probably  at  the  Queen’s  house  also)  in  1676 ; 
6*^.  the  historv'  of  a solar  spot  in  July  and  August  1676.  This  book  has  evidently  been 
hound  since  it  was  written  ; as  many  of  the  figures  are  cut  off  by  the  tool. 

14.  Another  Collection  of  Flamsteed's  ObservaticHis  in  1679  and  1680.  Quarto,  bound  in 

leather. 

The  observations  in  this  volume  also,  like  the  3 preceding,  have  been  cepUH  from  some 
other  books,  and  consist  wholly  of  intermutual  distances  of  the  moon  from  the  fixed  stars  : 
at  the  end  of  which  are  tables  of  the  Sun  aud  of  Saturn. 

15.  A Copy  of  the  Obscrv'atians  mailc  with  the  Mural  Arc,  from  September  11,  16B9,  to  Decem- 

ber 19,  1693,  both  incluaive.  Folio,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

In  page  200  are  some  remarks  respecting  the  adjustment  of  the  mural  arc,  and  determin- 
ing its  errors  : aud  in  |wge  279  a notice  relative  to  the  new  wires  to  his  telescope,  which 
took  place  at  the  following  dates,  viz.  January  2 and  6,  1690-1,  June  7,  1691,  and  Sept  21, 
1693.  At  the  end  of  the  volume  is  a collection  of  observations  of  Polaris:  also  a copy  of 
Dr.  Plume’s  will : also  a list  of  hia  pupils  and  ormfonfr,  with  the  dates  when  they  came 
to  him  : also  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  at  different  periods  from  1680  to  1716  ; 
also  an  index  to  the  stars  olncrvcd. 
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A Copy  of  the  Observation*  made  with  the  Mural  Arc,  from  January  3,  1694,  to  December 
24,  1703,  both  iucluiive.  Folio,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

At  the  banning  of  thia  volume  there  ia  a list  of  the  atari  from  which  the  error  of  the  in- 
stniotent  has  been  detemtiued.  At  page  40  ia  a aynopeia  of  the  obaervationa  of  Polaris  in 
1689-95.  In  page  181  is  the  note  respecting  Sir  I.  Newtou’s  viait  to  the  Obiervatory  quoted 
in  page  xxxv.  At  the  end  of  the  volume  ia  given  a list  of  the  atari  and  planets  observed  . 
also  an  account  of  Flamateed’a  anocston,  whom  be  traces  back  as  far  as  the  year  1514. 

N.B.  In  the  preceding  volume,  aud  in  the  present  one  as  far  as  the  end  of  1698,  the 
zenith  distances  arc  copied  from  Uie  originals  tcilk  the  ejection  of  the  instrument  applied ; 
which  docs  not  always  accord  with  that  which  Flamsteed  ultimately  adopted.  I would  alio 
remark  that  I have  occasionally  met  with  entries  of  observations  which  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  original  MSS  : so  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  examine  these  copies  as  well  as  the  ori- 
ginals, in  case  of  any  revision  of  the  obeervstioni. 

A Copy  of  the  Observations  made  with  the  Mural  Arc,  from  January  11,  1704,  to  November 
12,  1715,  both  inclusive.  Folio,  bound  in  calf. 

On  the  cover  and  hnt  three  pages  of  this  volume  Flamsteed  has  wTitten  some  notes  of  the 
history  of  his  life,  alluded  to  in  page  4 of  the  present  work. 

K.B.  The  last  three  volumes  are  referred  to,  by  Flamsteed,  under  the  title  of  Apoyrapha. 

A Collection  of  Flamsteed’s  Observations  with  the  Sextant,  from  1676  to  1680.  Folio, 
bound  in  vellum. 

These  observations  are  copied  from  some  other  books,  and  are  arranged  according  to  the 
constellations,  &c.,  a.s  in  the  first  volume  of  the  HUioria  CceUstis : except  the  first  division, 
which  contains  the  intermutual  distances  of  the  fixed  stars  in  1676  aud  1677  only.  There 
are  however  several  remarks,  which  are  not  in  the  printed  copy ; more  eajiecially  at  page 
8.  On  the  first  leaf,  Flamsteed  has  drawn  the  horoscope,  alluded  to  in  page  34  of  the  pre- 
sent work.  On  page  3,  he  has  drawn  the  ground-plau  of  the  Observatory,  from  which  the 
plan  in  page  40  of  the  present  work  is  taken.  On  page  4 is  a list  of  several  **  eminent 
places,”  with  the  angles  which  they  make  with  the  Observator)'. 

A Collection  of  Flamsteed's  Observations  made  with  tlie  Sextant,  from  1676  to  1680.  Folio, 
bound  in  vellum. 

These  observations  also  are  copied  fmm  some  other  books,  and,  like  those  in  the  preceding 
volume,  are  arranged  according  to  the  subjects.  They  consist  of  intermutual  distances  of 
the  fixed  stars,  moon,  planets,  comets,  Ac : and  arc  nearly  a repetition  of  what  is  given  in 
vol.  18.  It  appears  to  be  the  book  that  was  deposited  in  the  bands  of  Ed.  Sherboum,  Esq.> 
as  mentioned  in  page  125  of  the  present  work. 

A Co//edion  of  Lunar  Obaervaiions,  from  1675  to  1689,  both  inclusive.  Folio,  bound  in 
vellum,  gilt  leaves. 
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The  obtervatioDs  in  this  volume  are  copied  from  some  other  hooka : and  are  the  saiQc  mt 
thoae  printed  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Hisioria  CceUstis.  After  the  lunar  oWn  atiuua, 
there  ia  a copy  of  Ptolemy's  catalo^e ; then  follow  some  lunar  computations ; and  at  the 
end  is  the  catalc^e  of  Hevelius. 

21.  A CoUection  of  Flamsteed's  Obaervationa  from  16S1  to  1691.  Folio,  bound  in  vellum,  gilt 

leaves. 

The  observations  in  this  volume  are  also  copied  from  other  books;  they  relate  to  the  fixed 
stars  only ; and  many  of  the  entries  are  unfinished.  At  the  end  are  some  observations  for 
refraction  : and  also  some  meridional  distances  from  the  vertex,  taken  with  the  sextant  in 
1678-1680. 

22.  A CoUectum  of  Flamsteed's  Planetary  Observations  with  the  Sextant,  from  1681  to  168*J 

Folio,  bound  in  vellum,  gilt  leaves. 

These  observations  also  are  copied  from  aome  other  books.  At  the  end  of  the  planetary 
observations,  there  arc  the  obaenrationt  of  the  two  cometa  which  appeared  in  1682  and  1683. 
Then  follow  a copy  of  the  catalogue  of  Tycho  Brahe:  some  extracts  from  the  obaervatinos 
of  Lawrence  Rook:  observations  of  Jupiter's  satellites;  obaervadons  of  solar  spots;  and 
lastly  a aynopsia  of  the  stars  used  in  his  lunar  and  planetary  comparisons. 

23.  A Synopiir  of  all  the  Fixed  Stars,  observed  with  the  Mural  Arc,  from  1689  onwards;  with 

computatUms  of  their  poaitions  : arranged  under  their  respective  constellations.  Folio, 

bound  in  vellum,  gilt  leaves. 

This  book,  which  is  entitled  by  Flamsteed  “ Zodiactu  Britannietts**  is  a very  im- 
portant book,  since  it  contains  the  original  computations  of  the  placet  of  most  of  the  stars 
inserted  in  the  British  Coialogue.  Sec  page  370  of  the  present  work.  I have  supplied  an 
index  at  the  end.  On  the  first  page  Flamsteed  haa  written  Labores  cuncti  mci,  turn  foris 
turn  in  museo,  tuscepti  in  supreini  Numinis  cmlorum  ennditoris  majorem  gloriam  et  laiides 
dicantur,  et  continuati  semper  diriguntur." 

24.  Another  Synopsis  of  the  Fixed  Stars  observed  with  the  Mural  Arc,  but  more  limited.  Folio, 

bound  in  black  leather. 

This  volume  is  quoted,  by  Flamsteed,  by  the  title  of  **  Liber  Niger."  The  synopsis  ap- 
pears to  have  been  intended  merely  for  the  purpose  of  making  a preliminary  catalogue : with 
the  exception  of  the  stars  in  HercuieSf  which  arc  given  more  in  detail  at  page  141,  Ac.,  thau 
in  the  preceding  volume.  In  page  119,  there  ia  the  copy  of  a letter  from  Flamsteed  to  Mr 
Caswell,  dated  March  8,  1708-9.  At  the  end  of  the  book  are  some  remarks  on  dialling. 

25.  Catalogues  of  the  Fixed  Stars.  FuUo,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  book  are  tome  subsidiary  tables  for  computing  the  longitude 
and  latitude  of  the  fixed  stars.  The  first  catalogue  commences  at  page  33,  and  is  arranged 
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nearly  in  the  nme  manner  as  the  catalofpie  pabliahecl  by  Halley ; with  the  addition  huw« 
ever  of  the  right  ascenaiona  in  timef  and  of  the  distances  from  the  vertex.  Towards  the  end 
there  is  a small  catalogue  of  130  principal  stars,  reduced  U)  1686 ; which  is  pruhably  deduced 
from  the  synopsis  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  volume,  and  used  by  Flamsteed  prior  to  the 
completion  of  the  Britiih  Calalogue.  And,  immediately  following  it,  tlicrc  is  a repetition  nf 
the  stars  in  the  zodiacal  consiellations,  apparently  copied  from  the  fust  catalogue  here  men- 
tioned. 


26. 


A PoTlfoiiQ  containing  five  books  marked  A to  E,  each  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 


Folio. 


The  hooka  A,  B,  C,  may  be  considered  as  Ap^tcndices  to  vol.  23,  since  they  contain  the 
computations  of  those  stars  whose  places  arc  not  to  be  found  determined  therein ; together 
with  duplicate  calculations.  The  book  D contains  the  meridional  distances  from  the  vertex 
of  the  sun,  planets,  and  fixed  stars,  made  with  the  sextant  in  1693  and  1684,  copied  from 
some  other  book:  at  the  end  there  is  another  catalogue  of  130  principal  stars  reduced  to 
1686,  similar  to  that  in  vol.  25.  The  book  E contains  some  observations,  copied  from  an- 
other book,  of  intermutual  distances  of  the  tun,  planets,  comets,  and  fixed  stars,  taken  with 
the  sextant  in  1681-1689. 


27.  Another  Portfolio  containing  three  books  marked  A,  B,  C,  each  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 
Folio. 


The  book  A contains  a fragment  of  the  zodiacal  catalogue,  and  two  other  fiagments  of  the 
general  catalogue.  This  fragment  of  the  zodiacal  catalogue  contains  the  tix  tatter  sign*  only 
of  the  zodiac,  and  (1  have  no  doubt)  » the  catalogue  alluded  to  by  by  Flamsteed  in  his  let- 
ters to  Ur.  Arbuthnot  aud  Mr.  Sharp  (see  Nus.  157  and  163  in  the  Appendix).  There  are 
several  figures  on  the  first  page,  which  are  evidently  in  Dr.  Iiailey*s  handwriting,  and  clearly 
show  that  the  document  was  once  in  his  possesaion.  There  arc  several  alterations  in  the 
catalogue,  but  I cannot  ascertain  whether  they  have  been  made  by  Halley  or  by  the  amanu- 
ensis. I apprehend  however  that  several  of  them  hsre  been  made  by  Halley,  because  some 
of  them  are  such  as  have  been  adopted  by  him  in  bis  edition,  but  not  ofterwards  sccedc)(l  to 
by  Flamsteed  in  the  BritUh  Catatogue  The  book  B contains  one  of  the  early  copies  of  the 
general  catalogue : but  it  is  not  the  same  as  that  printed  by  Halley,  nor  as  that  printed  in 
the  third  volume  of  the  Historia  CaUstU.  The  book  C contains  another  early  copy  of  the 
general  catalogue : but,  although  it  has  all  the  printer's  marks  on  it,  and  has  evidently  been 
sent  to  press,  yet  it  is  not  the  same  as  that  printed  Halley,  nor  as  that  printed  in  the  3rd 
volume  of  the  iUstoria  Calcstis.  None  of  these  copies  are  exactly  alike.  In  this  portfolio 
there  arc  also  3 loose  leaves  which  have  evidently  been  used  by  the  printer  in  printing  the 
second  volume  of  the  Historia  Caltsiis. 


28. 


Another  Portfolio  containing  one  book  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 


Folio. 


This  iKKik  contains  the  MS  copy  (used  by  the  printer  of  the  //i  ifon'a  Caleslis)  of  the  cata- 
logues of  Ptolemy,  Ulugh  Beigh,  Tycho,  the  Prince  of  Hetse  and  HevcHus : and  also  the  MS 
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copy  from  which  the  pieces  of  the  planets,  &c.,  at  the  end  of  vol.  2 of  the  Hifioria  Calestu^ 
were  printed.  The  peges  2 — 8 of  the  cutalugucs  of  Tycho  and  the  Prince  of  Hesse  are 
wanting:  and  at  the  end  of  the  catalogue  uf  Hevclius  there  is  inserted  the  constellation 
Corvm,  which  is  not  printed  in  the  Hisioria  CaUstis. 

29.  Another  Porifolia  containing  3 books  marked  A,  fi,  C : the  first  in  boards,  the  two  latter 
eacl)  in  a marbled  paper  cover.  Half  folio. 

Each  of  these  books  contains  a catalugtic  of  the  zodiacal  stars:  but  the  first  of  them  (A), 
which  is  In  octavo,  has  only  the  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  the  stars. 

.30.  Copies  of  the  Catalogues  of  Ptnlcmy,  Ulugh  Beigh,  and  Heveliua.  Folio,  bound  in  rough 
leather. 

At  the  end  of  these  catalogues  there  is  arvother  copy  (the  third)  of  a small  catalogue  of 
130  stars  reduced  to  1686,  similar  to  that  in  vol.  25.  After  this,  are  inserted  the  computed 
places  of  the  moon  and  planets  from  the  observations  made  with  the  i>eatant  and  the  mural 
arc. 

31.  A portion  of  the  printed  copy  of  the  BriUsh  Ci^cdogue^  published  by  Halley  in  1112,  inter- 
leaved, and  with  MS  notes.  Also  four  MS  maps  of  some  of  the  constellations.  Folio, 
in  a marbled  paper  cover. 


32*  A PoTtfol 


io  containing  four  hooka  marked  A,  B,  C,  D : all  in  marbled  paper  covers. 


Folio. 


The  book  A contains  the  history  of  Flamsteed’s  early  life,  and  was  entitled  **  The  Sclf- 
Inspections  of  J.  F.**  The  book  B is  entitled  **  Historica  Narratio  Vitic  mesc.*’  The  book 
C contains  a portion  of  the  original  Preface  in  English  (see  pages  3 and  4 of  the  present 
work).  The  book  D contains  a letter  (consisting  of  30  leaves)  giving  a short  history  of 
Nautical  Astronomy ; and  also  a frogmeut,  of  8 leaves,  of  the  above-mentioned  original 
Preface,  apparently  copied  out  for  the  presa,  and  differing  very  slightly  from  the  correspond- 
ing portion  contained  in  book  C.  It  is  this  fr^ment  to  which  I have  alluded  in  my  paper 
on  Flamatecd’s  inedited  stars,  inserted  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Astron.  Soc.  Vol.  4,  page  137 ; 
and  which  I then  thought  was  in  the  band  writing  of  Flamsteed  : but  1 am  not  now  of  that 
opinion.  At  the  end  of  this  fragment  there  is  also  another  fragment  (of  6 leaves)  of  a Latin 
traoalation  of  a portion  of  the  said  original  Preface ; which  differs  a little  from  the  printed 
copy. 


;i3.  The  Letier  Book  A (ao  designated  by  Flamsteed).  FoUo,  l>ound  in  vellum. 

The  beginning  and  end  of  this  book  arc  occupied  with  private  accounts  and  memoranda 
relative  to  an  estate  belonging  to  Flamsteed's  ancestors : but  the  middle  contains  cojfnes  of  a 
great  number  of  letters  and  other  documents  connected  with  Flamsteed's  life,  and  the  history 
of  the  Observatory.  The  pages  are  numbered  from  each  end. 
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34.  A collection  of  original  letters  from  Mr.  Abraham  Sharp  to  Mr.  Flamateed,  from  February  2, 
n0t-2«  to  October  16,  1719.  Folio,  bound  in  a marbled  paper  corer. 

These  letters  are  the  aniwera  to  those  which  are  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  first  page  of  the  preceding  Preface. 

3o«  Another  collection  of  original  Letters,  Papers,  and  other  Documents,  connected  with  the 
history  of  Flamsteed’s  life  and  labors.  Fobo,  bound  in  a similar  manner  to  the 
preceding  volume. 

36.  Another  collection  of  original  letters.  Papers,  and  other  Oucuments,  c«>niiected  with  the 
history  of  Flamsteed’s  life  and  labors.  Folic,  bound  in  a similar  manner  to  the  two 
preceding  volumes. 

37  , Another  collection  of  original  Letters,  Papers,  and  other  Documents,  connected  w’ith  the 
history  of  Flamsteed's  life  and  labors.  Folio,  bound  in  a similar  manner  to  the  three 
preceding  volumes. 

38.  Flamsteed's  Lectures  on  Astronomy  read  at  Gresham  College  in  1681'>-1684.  Small  thick 

Quarto,  bound  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 

39.  A Common-placfl  Book.  Quarto,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

The  first  paper  in  this  book  is  on  The  mequaliCy  of  the  Earth's  motion.**  At  page  81, 
is  the  paper  entitled  **  Ccelum  BritUnicum,**  a jwrticm  of  which  is  printed  in  page  W of  the 
present  work.  At  page  113  is  the  fragment  of  a I.«Blin  letter  addressed  to  Sir  I.  Newton, 
and  dated  January  16,  1698-9,  on  the  Parallax  of  the  Earth’s  orbit.  At  page  135  is 
another  letter,  in  English,  atldrcssed  to  Sir  I.  Newton,  which  is  printed  in  page  176  of  the 
present  work.  At  page  175  are  several  computations  and  remarks  relative  to  Mars.  And 
Ht  the  end  are  the  computatiuns  for  determining  the  errors,  in  azimuth,  of  tlic  mural  arc. 

40.  Another  Commnn-ptare  Book.  Small  folio,  bound  in  leather. 

This  volume  is  entitled  **  Miscellanea  Malbemalica,*'  by  Flamsteed.  .At  page  18  there  is 
a long  account  of  the  MSS  of  (lascoigne  and  Crabtree.  At  page  46,  an  account  of  the 
observations  made  by  Mr.  Townlcy,  from  September  9,  1665,  to  September  21,  1672.  At 
page  77  is  a paper  entitled  a **  Preface  to  his  Astronomical  Observations  at  Derby,** 
printed  in  page  108  of  the  present  work:  with  a full  account  of  those  observations  in 
chronolog;ical  order,  from  June  2,  1666,  to  February  16,  1673-4.  At  page  115,  are  copies 
of  various  warrants  connected  with  the  Oliscrvalory.  At  page  121  arc  copies  of  observations 
of  meridional  zenith  distances  made  with  the  sextant,  from  November  6,  1678,  to  Septcml>cr 
IS,  1680.  At  page  141  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  Flamsteed,  dated  December  27,  1703, 
respecting  the  renewal  of  his  salar}*.  Then  follow  copies  of  various  observations  of  Jupiter’s 
.Satellites  in  1672;  of  Mars  in  1671  and  1672;  and  a synopsis  of  distances  of  the  moon  and 
plancu  from  the  fixed  stars  in  1676^1680. 
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41  , Another  Common-plat^  Book.  Quarto,  bound  in  leather. 

This  volume  contains  various  Tncmorandums,  observations,  extracts  from  other  works, 
copies  of  correspondence,  &c : an  index  to  some  of  which  is  given  in  llie  first  page  of  the 
book.  At  the  other  end  (turned  upsitle  down)  is  insert«l  tlic  jvaper  entitled  A restitution 
“ end  rectification  of  the  Earth's  motion,”  which  is  printed  in  page  44  of  the  present  work. 


42. 


Another  Coijvnon-place  Book.  Quarto,  bound  in  leather. 

This  volume  contains  copies  of  various  letters  to  and  from  distiuguished  persons  both  at 
home  and  abroad;  such  as  Hcvelius,  Roemer,  Cassini,  Halley,  Newton,  Molyneux,  Ac : 
amongst  which  is  one,  in  ]K)gc  140,  showing  his  opinion  upon  Earthquakes.  At  the  end 
(turned  upside  down)  is  a list  of  the  hooks  in  his  library  : also  some  lunar  computations. 


43. 


Another  Common^place  Book.  Small  Quarto,  bound  in  vellum. 

This  volume  also  contains  copies  of  various  letter*  to  and  from  distinguished  persons ; 
such  as  Cassini,  Hcveliu*,  OUenburgh,  Halley,  &c.  Also  Cassini's  account  of  a sjwt  on 
Jupiter:  some  remarks  on  the  transits  of  Mercury  over  the  sun:  and  Mr.  Townley's 
description  of  his  micrometer. 


44.  Another  Common-place  Book.  Small  Quarto,  bound  in  vellum. 

Thi*  volume  contains  a memoir  **  Dc  mutu  Solis  corrccto,”  written  by  Flsmstecd  when 
he  resided  at  Derby  j another  “ Of  the  rays  of  light  transmitted  another  on  the  rays  of 
light  reflected : auother  on  the  celebration  of  Easter  : another  on  the  method  of  determining 
the  difference  of  meridians.  At  the  end  of  the  book  (turned  upside  down)  are  some  notes 
respecting  the  Tides  in  1687  : also  an  account  of  the  glebe  and  tithes  let  at  Burstow;  by 
which  it  appears  that  they  were  worth  A'153.  5r.  Od.  in  the  year  1685.  • 


4.5.  Another  Common-place  Book.  Small  Quarto,  bound  in  vellum. 

This  volume  contains  various  extracts  from  old  authors  on  astronomy : observations  made 
at  Derby,  from  .September  12,  1669,  to  May  23,  1670:  copies  of  observations  of  the  moon, 
by  ancient  astronomers,  for  detenniiiing  her  parallax  : further  observations  made  at  Derby 
in  1674  : the  fragment  of  a letter  to  Mr.  Townlcy  on  the  parallax  of  Mara  : and  tables  of  the 
moon’s  southings  in  1679 — 1682. 

46.  Subsidiary  Titbles.  Quarto,  bound  in  leather. 

This  volume  cmitains  nonagesimal  tables  for  Dantzic,  Uraniburg,  and  Greenwich ; tables 
of  Jupiter's  satellites;  a tide-table  for  London  Bridge;  and  various  other  tables.  The  first 
1 1 leaves  arc  lost. 

47.  Subsidiary  Tahlei,  Quarto,  bound  in  leather. 

This  volume  contains  tables  of  Jupiter’s  Batcllitcs;  a tide-table  for  London  Bridge;  a 
table  for  the  equation  of  time ; a nonagesimal  table  for  Greenwich ; a table  of  the  declination 
of  the  ecliptic ; and  various  others. 
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48.  A pasiehoard  box  containing  ten  Wka,  marked  A to  K,  each  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 

Small  Quarto,  marbled  paper  cover. 

The  first  book  contains  an  original  letter  from  Nfr.  Abraham  Sharp  to  Mr.  Flamsteed, 
dated  May  2S,  HQS  the  rest  of  the  book,  as  well  as  the  books  B and  C,  are  occupied  with 
Mr.  Sharp’s  computations  of  the  moon  and  planets,  from  obsenatioua  made  with  the  sextant. 
The  book  D contains  the  computed  eclipses  of  Jupiter’s  aatcllitcs  for  the  years  1100—1705. 
The  book  E contains  a catalogue  of  the  stars  in  Uic  southern  hemisphere ; and  various  loose 
computations.  The  books  F — I,  contain  sundry*  computations  relative  to  various  subjects. 
In  this  last  biMik  there  are  some  memoranda  relating  to  the  printing  of  hia  works,  and  an 
account  of  some  dreams  that  he  had,  about  the  same  period.  The  book  K contains  tables 
of  Jupiter  and  Satuni. 

49.  Subsidiary  Tables.  Folio,  stitched  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 

Tills  book  cuntains  tables  relative  to  the  sun  and  moon  for  the  years  1705—1707 ; tables 
of  Jupiter  and  of  his  latellites;  a fragment  of  a letter  relative  to  the  parallax  of  the  earth’s 
i^bit;  further  lablca  of  Jupiter  and  his  satellites;  another  fragment  of  a letter  on  the 
parallax  of  the  earth’s  orbit ; a table  of  the  values  of  the  revolutions  of  the  rachlea  of  the 
muial  arc ; and  some  oihera. 

50.  Another  pastehofsrd  box^  containing  ten  books  of  subsidiary  tables,  marked  A to  K,  each  in  a 

marbled  pa|>er  cover.  Quarto,  marbled  paper  cover. 

The  book  A contains  solar  tables.  The  bonk  B contains  tables  of  Saturn.  The  book  C 
contains  logistic  logarithms.  The  books  G contain  some  subsidiary  tables.  The  books 
H and  I contain  lunar  tables.  The  liook  K contains  sundry  papers  os  follow : viz.  compula* 
tions  and  diagrams  of  solar  and  lunar  ocli|>scs  in  1675 ; a list  of  stars  that  may  be  occulted 
by  the  moon;  a nonagesimal  tabic  for  Greenwich ; solar  and  lunar  tables ; a list  of  some  stars 
omitted  by  Tycho  and  observed  b)'  Halley  ; a memoir  on  the  motion  of  Jupiter;  and  at  the 
end  (turned  upside  down)  a letter  to  Dr.  Fell  on  the  formation  of  the  Board  of  Longitude; 
a paper  on  the  French  measures ; and  an  optical  essay,  proving  the  truth  and  accuracy  of 
celestial  observations  made  with  long  telescopes. 

.51.  A Computation  Book.  Small  quarto,  bound  in  vellum. 

This  bonk  contains  computations  of  various  kinds,  most  of  them  relative  to  observations 
made  prior  to  1680.  There  is  an  index  at  page  415.  The  first  20  leaves  are  lost. 

N.B.  The  preceding  and  5 following  books  are  quoted  by  hlamsteed  as  **  Libri  supputa- 
tionum,”  and  arc  marked  on  the  front  of  the  leaves  Vol.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 

52.  Another  Computation  Book.  Quarto,  bound  in  leather. 

This  book  contains  computations  of  various  kinds,  most  of  them  relative  to  observations 
made  in  1681'-1683.  There  is  an  index  at  page  217- 
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Another  Computtaion  Book.  Quarto,  hound  iu  leather. 

This  book  contaliiB  oompuUtions  of  variouB  kinds,  most  of  them  relative  to  observations 
made  in  1684-1G69-  There  is  an  index  at  page  421. 

Another  Compulation  Book.  Quarto,  hound  iu  roitgh  leather. 

This  book  contains  computations  of  various  kinds,  most  of  them  relative  to  ob8er^'alious 
made  with  the  mural  arc  in  1689-1692. 

Another  Computation  Book.  Quarto,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

This  book  contains  computations  of  various  kinds,  and  of  various  dates : there  are  also 
several  subsidiary  tables. 

Another  Computation  Book.  Quarto,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

This  book  contains  computations  of  various  kinds,  principally  relating  to  observations  made 
subsequent  to  1700.  There  is  a partial  index  at  the  end. 

Another  Computation  Book.  Quarto,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

This  book  contains  compulations  principally  relating  to  observations  of  the  moon,  made 
with  the  mural  arc  r there  are  also  some  subsidiary  tables. 

Another  Computation  Book.  Quarto,  bound  in  leather. 

This  book  contains  computations  principally  relating  to  observations  of  the  planets,  ancient 
and  modern  : to  which  is  prefixed  a copy  of  the  observations  of  the  planets  made  with  the 
sextant  in  1679  and  1680.  'Xliere  is  an  index  at  the  end. 

Another  Computation  Book.  Folio,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

This  book  consists  of  several  qiiirea  of  paper  bound  together,  containing  computations  of 
the  moon  and  planets  from  observations  made  with  the  sextant:  with  an  index  to  each  part. 

Another  Computation  Book.  Folio,  bound  in  rough  leather. 

This  book  consists  alro  of  several  quires  of  paper,  boimd  together,  containing  computations 
of  the  moon  and  planets,  from  observations  made  with  the  sextant  and  mural  arc : with  an 
index  to  each  part 


A pasteb^yard  boxt  containing  five  books,  marked  A to  E,  each  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 
Quarto,  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 

The  books  A and  B contain  computations  relative  to  the  moon : the  book  C contains 
also  computations  relative  to  the  moon,  as  well  u to  Jupiter’s  satellites:  the  book  D 
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contains  computations  rclatire  to  tbc  pUncta  : and  the  book  E contains  also  computations 
relative  to  the  planets,  as  vrell  as  to  some  of  the  fixed  stars  ; likewise  some  subsidiary  tables. 
All  the  ubservatiuDs  appear  to  have  been  made  with  the  mural  arc. 

62.  Another  par/eftoorrf  hoxy  containing  teven  bo«)ka  ; marked  A to  G j the  first  four  in  brown 
coTcra,  the  last  three  in  marbled  psper  covers.  Quarto^  in  a marbled  psj»cr  cover. 

Tlie  book  A cotilaius  compulations  of  r^idiacal  stars,  from  nbscrvalious  made  with  the  sex- 
tant, and  compared  with  those  msjlc  with  the  mural  arc  : the  book  B contains  similar  com> 
putations  of  other  stars,  and  some  lunar  computations ; the  book  C contains  similar  computa- 
tions of  other  stars,  and  also  (at  the  other  end,  turned  upside  down)  a collection  of  observations 
will)  the  mural  arc,  prejmred  for  computation  similar  to  those  in  toI.  23 : the  book  D contains 
also  a collection  of  observations  with  the  mural  arc  arranged  in  constellations  for  computa- 
tion, similar  to  those  in  vol.  23  : the  boi^k  E contains  computations  relative  to  the  moon,  and 
at  the  end  has  some  notes  relative  to  the  history  of  Flamsteed's  life:  the  book  F contains 
computations  relative  to  the  comet  of  26SO-168 1 : and  the  l>ook  G a few  loose  computations 
of  stars  observed  with  the  sextant. 

6;i  Another  paitehoard  boXy  containing  nine  books,  marked  A to  I,  each  stitched  in  a marbleil 
paper  cover.  Small  folio,  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 

These  books  contain  the  computations  of  the  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  various  stars, 
made  by  Mr.  Luke  Leigh,  as  mentioned  in  page  G4  of  the  present  work. 

64.  Another />offe6>wd  £ox,  containing  nine  books,  marked  A to  I,  each  stitched  in  a marbled 
paper  cover.  Folio,  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 

The  books  A~D  contain  computations  of  the  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  the  moon,  from 
observations  at  various  jrcriods,  ancient  and  modern : the  books  E — G contain  similar  com- 
putations of  the  planets,  and  some  of  the  fixed  stars : and  the  books  H and  I coutain  similar 
computaiiona  of  the  fixed  stars  only.  An  index  is  given  to  each  book. 

6.5.  Another  pasteboard  boxy  containing  ten  books,  marked  A to  K,  the  first  in  a parchment 
cover,  the  rest  in  marbled  paper  covers.  Folio,  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 

The  first  book  is  marked  on  the  c.ovct  “ 8.  1690,”  and  is  so  quoted  by  Flamsteed;  it  eem- 
tains  Mr.  Sharp’s  C(»mputations  (principally  lunar)  mixed  with  those  of  other  persons  : at 
|>age  91  there  is  an  index.  The  books  R and  C contain  lunar  computations:  the  Imok  U 
contains  planelaiy  computations,  auenent  and  modem,  and  (at  page  48)  tables  of  Mars  : the 
books  £ and  F contain  Mr.  Byley’s  computations  of  the  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  certain 
fixed  stars  : the  hook  G contains  similar  compulations  by  Flamsteed:  the  book  H contains 
various  computations  and  remarks  on  tUiferent  subjects;  amongst  others,  the  mode  of  his 
determining  the  value  of  the  divisions  of  his  micrometer  : the  books  I and  K contain  various 
detached  computations  and  remarks,  of  no  importance. 
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66.  A Urge  <|uarto  book,  bound  in  a stiff  marbled  paper  cover. 


This  volume  contains  various  subsidiary  tables : viz.  the  distance  of  the  ecliptic  from  the 
pole,  for  every  degree  of  right  ucension,  and  other  useful  subsidiar)'  tables. 


67. 


A pasteboard  box  containing  14  books,  marked  A to  O,  each  in  a marbled  paper  cover, 
except  tbc  last  two.  Folio,  bound  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 


The  book  A is  in  quarto,  and  entitled  by  Flamsteed  “ Miscellanea  Flamsteediana,*'  and 
consists  of  various  geometrical  problems.  The  book  B is  enlillcd  by  Flamsteed  **  Officina 
**  et  Repositorium  Aslronomicum,*'  and  contaius  the  computations  of  several  very  old  eclipses. 
The  book  C contains  a Byno(mis  of  his  planetary  obserrations  made  with  the  sextant  and 
mural  arc.  The  book  1)  contains  a **  Treatise  on  Levelling,**  the  author  unknown.  The 
book  E contains  **  A sequel  to  a Discourse  on  I.<ocal  Motion,**  the  author  also  unknown. 
The  book  F consists  of  synoptical  tables,  entitled  **  Coamographia  ;**  the  author  also  unknown. 
The  book  G is  a long  memorial  to  the  King  from  John  Shaw,  respecting  the  fuidiug  of  the 
longitude.  The  book  H contains  Liird  Brounckcr’s  Demonstration  of  the  vibration  of  a 
Pendulum  in  a cycloid.  The  books  I — M contain  miscellaneous  siihjccU  of  no  apparent 
interest  or  imparlance.  In  this  portfolio  U also  deposited  a large  shed  of  paper  marked  N, 
containing  the  observed  and  computed  pUcca  of  Mars  from  1671  to  1704:  and  also  Dr. 
Maskclyne’s  catalogue  of  these  MSS,  marked  O. 


68. 


A paslcboaril  box  containing  10  books,  marked  A to  K,  each  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 
Quarto,  b«mnd  to  a marbled  paper  cover. 


77>e  hook  A is  by  Jeremiah  Horrox,  and  entitled  **  .\uti-Ijan8bergianus,  bic.**  The  book 
B is  also  by  llorrox,  and  entitled  **  i*bilueophtral  Exercises.**  The  hook  C is  entitled 
Venus  in  sole  visa,  Nov.  24,  1039.**  Tl»e  book  D ia  entitled  **  Explicatio  brevis  ct  per- 
spicua  diagrammatis  Hipparchi : Lansbergii  errorcs  20.**  The  book  E is  entitled  “ JereraiK 
Horroxi  Pncludiuiu  Astroiiomicum  ’*  The  book  F is  by  Flaniptced.  and  entitled  Epis* 
tola  prims  . . . Ricardo  Towuleio  Arm®.  April  1674,  aucla  ct  transcripts:’*  and  is  the 
letter  quoted  by  me  in  the  note  in  page  33.  The  book  G is  a Lecture  read  on  Monday, 
Feb.  25,  1705-6.  Tbc  book  II  contains  a paper  entitled  **  Tractatio  Maximi  Domini 
“ Dunstani  Archipiacopi  Cantuariensis,  Viri  Philoio])hi,  de  Lapidc  Philosophorum.'*  The 
books  I and  K contain  miscellaneous  subjects  of  no  appsrent  interest  or  importance. 


69, 

70, 
71 


A Port/otio  containing  various  fragments  of  letters,  ps]>ens,  diagrams,  computations,  &c.  &c. 
Folio,  in  a marbled  paper  cover. 

^ A Treatise  on  Perspeciivet  in  two  volumes.  Quarto,  bound  in  rough  calf. 


These  volumes  are  not  in  Flamsteed’s  hand  i^Titing : nor  can  I ascertain  the  author 
of  them. 
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Flamsteed’s  Hislury  nf  hi»  own  Life  and  iMbom,  compiled  from  Original 
Manuscripts  in  his  own  handwriting. 

TO  WHICH  IS  StIUOINBU, 

An  Ai’i’ENDlx,  containing  a variety  of  Original  Documents,  confirming  and 
illustrating  the  several  facts  therein  recorded ; and  extending  that  liistory 
lieyund  the  period  narrated  by  himself 
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liy  the  Kditor. 


'I'he  following  iiurrutivc  of  f lamstoed’s  life  is  sefmrated  into  $eeen  difl'erent 
divisions : being  deduced  from  tluit  number  of  separate  and  distinct  documents, 
written  at  various  times  by  bimself;  and  scjittered  througb  several  volumes  of 
bis  manuscripts  de|iosited,  and  now  existing,  at  the  Hoyal  Observatory  at 
Greenwicb. 

The  firet  division  is  taken  from  a manuscript  which  bus  lieen  designated  by 
the  title  of  “ Self-IimjH^etionii  of  J.  F.,  Iieing  an  account  of  himself  in  the 
“ actions  ami  studies  of  his  twenty-one  first  years,  written  at  sevend  times  by 
“ his  own  hand,”  and  hitherto  known  only  by  the  extracts  given  from  it  in  the 
General  Dictionary,  Hintorical  and  Critical,  by  Hernard,  Birch,  and  Lockman, 
folio,  1737,*  under  the  article  “ Flamsteed.”  Tlie  cover  of  the  book  is  however 
now  lost,  and  there  is  at  present  no  title  to  it.  'I’lie  manuscript  itself  consists  of 
only  fiftiH;n  leaves  of  small  post  pajier,  and  is  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  32,  A.  It 
wa-s  finislied  in  May,  1067.  The  facts  therein  recorded,  although  written  in  a 
(juaint  and  imperfect  style,  and  not  partaking  much  of  an  astronomical  cha- 
racter, are  important,  as  bearing  on  a very  eventful  period  of  Flamsteed’s  life. 

The  eecond  division  is  taken  from  MSS,  vol.  32,  B,  entitled,  " Hittorica 
“ Narratio  Fit<e  JUea,  ah  anno  1646  ad  1675,”  written  in  November,  1707. 
Some  of  the  facts  therein  related  have  also  been  already  published  in  the  General 
Dictionary  almve-mcntioneel,  under  the  article  “ Flamsteed.”  This  division, 
although  including  a portion  of  the  former,  may  be  considered  as  containing  his 
hi.story  from  1667  to  1675. 

The  third  dirision  is  taken  from  a paj>er  inserted  in  MSS,  vol.  41,  page  47, 
(numbered  from  the  end  of  the  book,)  entitled,  “ Rentitation  and  Rectijica- 
" Hon  of  the  Earth's  Motion,  and  places  of  the  fi.\cd  stars,  from  my  own 
" olwervations,”  written  in  ,lune,  1685.  This  division  continues  the  bistorj'  from 
1675  to  1683,  and  has  never  yet  been  made  public. 

Tlie  fourth  dirision  is  taken  from  a pa|>er  inserted  in  MSS,  vol.  39, 
|(age  81,  entitled,  " Carliim  Brittanicum : the  Bestitutlou  of  the  places  of  the 

* This  work  is  geueralty  quoted  as  the  Biograpkia  Briilanntta, ami  sometimes  as  Birch's  Dictionary, 
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fixed  stars,  from  observation*  made  at  the  Oltservatory written  in  dune. 
1695.  The  part  which  is  extracted  commences  at  page  95  of  the  MS  ; the  pre- 
ceding jiages  containing  oidy  a repetition  of  facts,  noticed  in  the  former  divi- 
sions. This  division  contains  the  history  of  his  life  from  lGs.‘l  to  1690,  and  ha.s 
never  yet  1«en  made  public. 

The f/7/i  division  is  taken  front  some  Notes,  relative  to  his  life,  from  his  hirth 
to  the  year  1701,  written  on  the  cover  and  first  three  pages  of  MSS,  vol.  17. 
This  portion  of  hislifehas  already  been  publi.shed  by  Mr.  William  llouc.in  his 
Keery  Day  Book,  vid.  1,  page  1091.  I have  not  given  the  whole  of  the  MS, 
a.s  several  of  the  fact.s  will  be  found  already  noticed  in  tbe  former  divisions  of  his 
life : and  1 wotdd  here  remark  that  I have  added  a few  other  facts,  in  the  order 
of  events,  that  have  been  extracted  from  other  documents,  in  Flamsteed's  hand- 
writing, noticed  in  the  references.  Tltese  Notes  were  probably  written  in  the 
year  1705.  This  division  (after  the  rcjietition  of  a few  facts)  may  be  considered 
as  containing  the  history  of  his  life  from  aliout  1090  to  1704. 

The  sijcth  division  is  taken  from  a MS  pajicr,  inserted  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page 
163,  entitled,  “ The  brief  History  of  the  Ohserratory,"  written  in  January, 
1710-11.  This  paper  consists  only  of  thret?  leaves,  and  although  written  in 
the  third  person,  is  in  Flamsteed’s  own  handwriting.  The  i>art  here  extracted 
commences  at  the  fourth  page  of  the  MS;  the  preceding  pages  containing  only 
a re|ietition  of  facts,  noticed  in  the  former  divisions.  This  division  includes  a 
portion  of  the  former,  and  contains  the  hLstory  of  his  life  from  1695  to  1704, 
and  has  never  yet  been  made  public. 

The  seventh  and  last  division  consist.*  of  that  portion  of  the  “ Original  Preface  " 
which  has  Iteeu  suppressed  by  the  editors  of  Flamsteed’s  Historia  Ceteslis.  It 
is  inserted  in  the  MSS,  vol.  32,  C,  and  the  document  itself  commences  (at 
page  38  of  the  MS  l>ook)  with  the  description  of  the  mund  are;  which  corre- 
sponds with  the  laitin  translation  of  it,  as  given  in  page  108,  &c,  of  the  Pnile- 
gomena,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Historia  Celestis ; and  continues  till  we 
come  to  page  160  of  the  Prolegomena,  where,  at  the  bottom  of  the  printerl  page, 
there  seems  ffrom  the  vacant  space  there  left)  to  have  been  something  originally 
inserted  but  aftenvards  excluded.  It  is  at  this  place  that  the  suppressed  [lortion 
of  the  original  pre.'ace  commences,  and  ought  to  have  Iveen  in.serted.  It  liegins 
at  page  74  of  the  MS  l>ook  ; and,  after  extending  to  the  end  of  that  book,  is 
rcsvimevl  at  the  beginning.  It  was  written  in  February,  1716-17.  This  divi- 
sion contains  the  history  of  his  life  from  1704  to  1716,  and  has  never  yet  been 
made  public. 
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Besides  tlie  documents  ubove-mentioned,  there  are  a feiv  others,  to  wliich  I 
have  occasionally  referred  for  the  elucidation  of  various  ]H>rtions  of  Flamsteed's 
history,  in  the  notes  to  the  principal  nuri’ative ; these  are 

I.  Excerpts  front  Mr.  Netcton's  letters,  bound  up  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  ]Hige  151. 
i.  Short  note  of  dates  fur  my  teurks,  December  11),  1710,  bound  up  in  MSS, 
vol.  35,  jMige  1 55. 

3.  Notes  to  my  stale  if  the  Observatory,  inserted  in  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  51. 

4 Notes  copied  from  my  old  Almanacks,  inserted  in  MSS,  vol.  41,  page  201. 

5.  Memoranda  made  at  the  end  of  a lawk  of  calculations,  MSS,  vol.  62,  E. 

6.  Memoranda  made  on  lialf  a sheet  of  paper,  presencd  in  MSS,  Vol.  35,  page 

171. 

7.  Memoranda  made  on  another  half  sheet  of  paper,  preserved  in  the  same 

volume,  page  173.  This  was  written  in  March,  1707. 

8.  Memoranda  made  on  another  half  sheet  of  pajier,  preserverl  in  the  same 

volume,  page  195. 

9.  A diary  of  events  from  Novcmljcr  8,  1704,  to  April  15,  1707,  scattered 

through  several  pages  of  the  letter-book  marked  A,  (MSS,  vol.  33,)  con- 
taining a variety  of  other  documents  connected  with  Flamsteed’s  history. 
Tlie  pages  of  this  book  are  numbered  from  each  end. 

These  nine  documents,  as  well  a-s  the  whole  of  those  above  described,  are  in 
Flamsteed's  own  handwriting;  except,  perhaps,  the  “Excerpts  from  Mr. 
Neu-ton’s  letters,”  which,  however,  are  signed  by  him,  and  therefore  of  eipial 
authenticity. 

The  commencement  of  each  of  the  alwve  divisions  of  his  history  (except  the 
first)  generally  goes  back  a few  years,  which  sometimes  causes  a re|)etition  of 
facts.  This  however  has  been  obviated  as  much  as  possible  in  the  selection  and 
arrangement  of  the  several  parts ; and,  on  the  whole,  I do  not  apprehend  that 
any  confusion  from  this  source  will  arise. 

The  Appendix  consists  of  a variety  of  documents,  which,  for  the  most  part, 
have  been  preserved  by  Flamsteed  himself  (some  original  and  some  copies),  and 
are  now  existing  at  the  Royal  Observatory.  'Hie  greater  portion  of  them  are 
collected  together  by  himself  in  a book  wliich  he  called  his  letter-book,  above- 
mentioned  (MSS,  vol.  33):  others  (which  were  found  by  me  loose  and  scattered 
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alK)Ut)  are  now  liounii  ii])  together  in  MSS.  vols.  33,  36,  and  37 ; anil  some  few 
will  l)e  found  distrilnited  througli  liis  other  various  MS  volumes.  Advantage 
has  also  been  taken  of  the  diseovery  of  his  original  MS  letters  to  Mr. 
Aliraham  Shaqi,  and  the  recent  disclosure  of  their  contents,  which  throw  great 
light  on  many  portions  of  his  history.  And  I have  availed  myself  of  the  kind 
assistance  of  Professor  Rigaud,  of  0.\ford,  who  has  procured  for  me  copies  of 
Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  original  Letters  to  Flamstewl,  deposited  in  the  library  of 
(\irpus  Christi  College  in  that  University,  most  of  wliich  have  never  yet  I»een 
published.  I have  also  extracteil  some  documenU  from  the  Minute-lMMik.s  of 
the  Royal  Society,  which,  by  |>ermi6sion  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  President, 
and  the  Council,  are  now  for  the  first  time  made  public.  In  a very  fetv  instances 
I have  reprinted  some  letters  that  had  Iwen  pn’viously  before  the  public,  with 
a view  to  save  a refenmee  to  other  works  of  difficidt  access. 

The  reader  is  thus  appri.sed,  and  will  therefore  bear  in  mind,  that  the  leho/e  of 
the  text  of  the  following  nairative  of  Flamsteed’s  life,  and  of  the  subjoined 
Appendix,  is  printisl  vcrtnitim  el  literatim  from  the  documents  alsive-mentioned  ; 
except  as  to  the  orthography.  And  that  the  Kditor  is  re.sponsible  only  for  the 
Noten  appended  thereto,  which  arc  sign«l  with  the  initials  of  his  name. 

F.  B 
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First  Division. 
FROM  BIRTH  TO  1667. 


(ion  FuftiTK  nut  man  )u  be  idle,  although  he  swim  in  the  midst  of  dcliglits;  for 
when  1 le  had  placeil  1 lis  own  image  (Adam)  in  a [laradise  so  replenished  (of  his 
goodness)  »ith  varieties  of  all  things,  conducing  as  well  to  his  pleasure  as  sus- 
tenance, that  the  earth  produced  of  itself  things  convenient  for  both, — He  yet 
(to  kee]>  him  out  of  idleness)  commands  him  to  till,  [tnuie,  and  dre.ss  his  pleasant 
verdant  habitation ; and  to  add  (if  it  might  be)  some  lustre,  grace,  or  conve- 
niency  to  that  place  which,  us  well  as  he,  derived  its  original  from  his  Creator. 
We  may  suppose  man,  in  his  innoceuey,  did  strictly  prosecute  the  just  injunc- 
tions of  his  Divine  Creator;  and  Scripture  shows  us  that  he  did  retain  the 
pleasure  of  this  gorgeous  habitation,  till,  striving  to  cijual  his  Creator  in  know- 
ledge, he  lost  the  pleasure  of  his  paradise,  together  with  the  presential  knowledge 
of  his  Creator.  Man’s  active  soul  had  acted  now  too  far  to  gain  by  a recession 
what  his  over-active  inquisitiveness  had  induced  on  him  ; for  he  ejected  from  his 
pleasant  habitation  his  children,  made  heirs  of  the  fruits  of  his  fall ; and  tin* 
earth  (which  fonuerly  prwluced,  of  its  own  acconl,  sufficient  for  human  necessity) 
is  cursed  for  his  sake,  that  he  might  earn  his  bread  forth  of  his  labour,  and  keej> 
himself  from  wor.se  employment  by  his  necessary  action  ; for  we,  who  are 
Adam's  heirs  by  birth,  observe  that  those  are  generally  worst  employed  who 
have  least  to  do ; and  idleness  is  the  protlrome  of  other  evils. 

To  keep  myself  from  idleness,  and  to  recreate  myself,  I have  intended  here  to 
give  some  account  of  my  life,  in  my  youth,  before  the  actions  thereof,  and  the 
providences  of  Cod  therein,  be  too  far  passed  out  of  memory ; and  to  observe 
the  accidents  of  all  my  years,  and  inclinations  of  my  mind,  that  whosoever  may 
light  u]K)n  these  ppers  may  see  I was  not  so  wholly  taken  up,  either  with  my 
father’s  busine.ss  or  my  mathematics,  but  that  I both  admitted  and  found  time 
for  other  as  weighty  consideretions. 

I was  horn  at  Denby,  in  Derbyshire,  in  the  year  1646,  on  the  19th  day  of 
August,  at  T*  16"-  after  noon.  My  father,  nameil  Stephen,  was  the  third  son 
of  Mr.  4\’iHiam  Flanistecd,  of  Little  Hallam ; my  mother,  Mary,  Wiis  the 
daughter  of  .Mr.  John  Spateman,  of  Derby,  ironmonger.  From  these  two  I 
deriverl  my  beginning,  whose  parent-s  were  of  known  integrity,  honesty,  and 
fortune,  as  they  [were]  of  equal  extraction  and  ingenuity ; betwixt  whom  I 
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[was]  tenderly  educitled  (by  reason  of  my  natural  weakness,  which  recjuired 
more  than  an  ordinary  care)  till  1 was  aged  three  years  and  a fortnight ; when  my 
mother  ileparted,  leaving  my  father  a daughter,  then  not  a mouth  old,  with  me, 
then  weak,  to  his  fatherly  care  and  provision.  She  died  on  Septi’inlier  7,  1049. 

It  was  three  years  after  my  own  mother’s  death,  that  my  father  coulil  so  well 
digest  as  to  accept  a second  marriage;  which  then  he  did.  and  married  Fllizaheth 
Kates,  who,  after  she  hud  lived  with  him  a year  and  ten  months,  brought  him 
my  sister  Katherine ; after  which,  just  on  that  day  two  years  after  my  father 
brought  her  home,  she  died  (November  1,  lC.j4).  And  now  my  father  had  me, 
my  sisters  Elizabeth  and  Katherine,  left  to  hi.s  care  and  protection,  when  I was 
age<l  eight  years  and  two  months. 

My  first  ten  years  were  spent  in  such  employments  as  children  use  to  pass 
away  their  time  with ; afl'ording  little  ohservahle  in  them.  Kut  afterwards  my 
practices  began  to  show  my  inclination  more  plain : for  when,  by  my  father's 
cuiv,  1 had  gotten  at  school  se>  much  Latin  as  might  make  me  understand  an 
elegant  English  [author],  I began  to  affect  the  volubility  and  ranting  stories  of 
romances;  and,  at  twelve  years  of  age,  I first  left  off  the  wild  ones,  and  betook 
myself  to  read  the  better  sort  of  them,  which,  though  they  were  not  probable, 
yet  carried  no  seeming  im|M>ssibility  in  the  fiction.  Afterwards,  as  my  reason 
increased,  I gathered  other  real  histories;  and  by  that  time  I was  fifteen  years 
old,  I had  read,  of  the  ancients,  Plutarch's  Lves,  Ai»pian’s  and  Tacitus’s  Koman 
Histories,  Holingshed's  Hi.story  of  the  Kings  of  England,  Davies’s  Life  of  Queen 
Elizidietb,  Sanderson’s  of  King  Charles  the  First,  Ileyling’s  Geography,  and 
many  other  of  the  moderns ; besides  a com|iany  of  romances  and  other  stories, 
of  which  I scarce  remember  a tenth  at  present. 

But  now  the  providences  of  God  became  more  observable  upon  me,  and  unto 
me  ; for  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1060,  and  the  beginning  of  1661,  it  pleased 
God  to  inflict  a weakness  in  my  knees  and  joints  upon  me.  What  natural  cause 
might  give  it  an  occasion  I know  not ; but  in  [the]  summer  preceding,  being 
batbing  myself,  together  with  some  laiys,  my  coiu]Miuion.s,  (we  might,  out  of  a 
genenil  consent,  enter  those  baths  which  Lord  Aston  hud  erected  on  the  side  of 
the  river,)  whence  returning  I found  no  hurt ; but  when  I arose  the  next 
morning,  my  bo<ly,  thighs,  and  legs  were  all  so  swelled,  that  they  would  not 
admit  me  to  get  my  usual  clothes  ujam  them  ; which  swelling  (lieing  laid  by 
rubbing  my  laxly  and  legs  with  vinegar  and  clay,  but  its  original  being  not 
evacuated)  might.  I 8up|x>se.  fall  into  my  joints,  and  thence  cau.se  my  pre.sent 
imjH!nding  weakness.  This  was,  as  near  as  I can  remember,  the  first  beginning 
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of  my  (listemji*“r : what  otliiT  natural  cause  Hod  made  use  of  in  inflicting  it 
upon  me  I am  ignonitit.  In  the  year  166'i  it  increased  U])on  me,  and  had 
brought  me  so  weak,  that  I was  liordly  aide  to  go  to  school.  Wlicn  I left  it  *. 
iny  master  at  that  time  inotioned  my  going  to  the  Universities,  of  which  my 
father  (fearing,  I sU|>|H>se,  my  desire  of  going  thither)  told  me  not  till  after- 
wards. Other  reasons  perhaps  he  might  have  ; as,  knowing  the  negligence  of 
servants,  he  might  supjKise  that  my  presence  at  home  might  bridle,  if  not  remove, 
those  disorders  which  they  were  prone  unto.  Because  I was  now  of  more  years 
and  di.scretion  than  to  be  anyways  obliged  (either  by  menaces  or  iutreaties,  by 
carelessness  or  fear)  to  connive  at  those  faults  which  my  sister,  although  discreet, 
or  rather  witty,  enough  for  her  time,  luul  not  the  judgment,  care,  or  knowledge 
either  to  discover  or  prevent : she  hardly  then  beginning  to  leave  oil’  her  children's 
sports  and  trifles.  My  natunil  weakness  might  lie  another  moving  cause  for 
his  retaining  me  at  home : hard  study  he  perceiving  already  to  distemper  my 
body,  argued  that,  where  my  studies  would  bt!  my  constant  labour,  my  disease 
would  he  so  much  the  more  violent ; and  that  if  a day’s  short  reading  caused  so 
violent  a headache,  a week’s,  or  constant,  study  would  make  my  disease  into- 
lerable. But  I sup|H)se  that  colds  diil  oftener  cause  this  disease  than  re.-uling ; 
and  yet,  if  reading  should  promote  it,  yet  moderation  and  reason  might  have 
prevented  it : and  he  is  not  a man,  or  not  himself,  that  cannot  use  his  studies 
with  moderadoii.  Besides,  the  Universities  might  have  afforded  me  so  many 
advices  and  helps  from  the  ablest  physicians  the  world  affords,  and  physic  as 
light  [and]  cheap,  anywhere  for  my  diserise,  as  no  other  place  could  yield  me. 
But  since  that  God  hath  otherwise  disposed  of  me,  I shall  say  no  more  of  it,  but 
only  Ibis, — that  my  desires  have  been  always  of  learning  and  divinity : and 
though  I have  been  accidentally  put  from  it  by  God’s  providence,  yet  I have 
always  thought  myself  more  qualified  for  it  than  for  any  other  employment ; 
because  my  bodily  weakness  will  not  permit  me  action,  and  my  mind  hath  always 
been  fitted  for  contemplation  of  God  and  his  works. 

Being  thus  withdrawn  from  school,  I,  within  a month  or  two  after,  had  Sacro- 
bosco’s  Spheres,  in  Latin,  lent  me,  which  I set  myself  to  read  without  any 
director  in  it,  but  not  unsuccessfully.  For  here  I laid  the  ground  of  nty  mathe- 
matical knowledge;  and  in  that  winter,  Ijeforc  Christmas,  my  father  taught  me 
arithmetic,  with  the  doctrine  of  fractious,  and  the  Golden  Rule  of  Three,  direct 


* Tnesday  before,  or  Whitsuntide.  I cannot  sell  remember  whether  it  Tucxlajr  before ; 
Whitsuntide  being  the  13th  of  May,  1662. 
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atnl  converse,  M hicli  I learned  sufficieully  promptly  *.  At  Christmas,  or  a little 
after,  I w<"iit  to  L’ttoxeter,  whither  my  father  sent  me  for  my  health’s  sake,  anil 
took  with  me  VaXe's  Art  of  Diuliinfr ; and  having  seen  a cpiadraiit  formerly, 
whose  fabric,  it  was  told  me,  was  laid  down  in  that  l«K)k,  I set  myself  presently 
to  calculate  a table  of  the  sun's  altitudes,  at  all  hours,  in  the  ei]uator,  tropic,  and 
some  intermediate  parallel  in  the  latitude  of  0.'1°,  by  his  tables  of  natural  tsines  ; 
which  1 did  (in  Lent  that  yeiw)  without  any  lielp,  anil  before  that  I heard  of  any 
iwtificial  tables;  and  nceordin;;ly  framed  myself  a <|uadrant,  of  which  I was  not 
meanly  joyful. 

Tliis  winter  I was  weak,  and  my  disease  held  on  with  me  till  the  summer, 
when  it  mended  n little.  This  summer  (IOCkI)  I proseeuted  my  studies;  for, 
rcturuinf;  home,  1 was  brought  into  company  with  Elias  (irice,  who  told  me  of 
the  artihcial  tables,  and  showed  me  (us  I rememlier)  ^N'ingate's  Canon.  I 
likewise  now  gcit  Mr.  Stirrup’s  Art  of  DialUn-;,  which  I read  this  summer, 
and  some  other  authors  on  mathematical  subjects, — as  Mr.  Gunter’s  Sector 
and  Ca;Km  ; and  soon  after  I ac<(uired  Oiightred’s  Canon  of  mine  own.  In 
all  which  I read  some  parts  cursorily,  not  abiding  a tedious  proicctiou  of  any 
throughout,  without  the  help  or  directions  of  any  one;  not  being  |>crmitted 
(bei!ause  they  were  scarce  to  be  met  with)  the  help  of  any  one  so  much  a.s  to 
expound  a term  unto  me. 

My  studies  were  discountenanced  by  my  father  as  much  in  the  licginning  as 
they  have  been  since ; but  my  natural  inclination  forced  me  to  prosecute  them 
through  all  impeding  occurrences.  And,  indeed,  I think  this  mathematical  qua- 
lity no  other  than  innate  unto  me  ; my  father,  in  his  younger  years,  having  lieen 
as  much  aifected  with  arithmetic  as  I at  present  with  geometry  and  astronomy. 

Having  gotten  the  artilicinl  Canon,  I calculated  several  Ixith  general  and 
particular  tables,  fitting  the  particular  ones  to  the  latitude  of  (Derby,  my  resi- 
dence) 53°  O',  w hich  will  be  found  amongst  my  pa|iers.  I had  some  violent 
pains  and  a shortness  of  breath  afllicting  me  ; which,  by  Goil’s  mercy,  and  the 
means  appliwl  by  my  tmcle,  John  S[>ateman,  were  removed : but  my  weakne.ss 
held  us  ill  as  at  first,  and  neither  amended  nor  impaired  this  year. 

■ At  this  csrly  age  it  B|ipcara  that  Flamslecd  hail  commenced  hia  aatronnmical  career.  Knr,  in  a 
l«pcr  entitled  .Fftnrt  note  of  daios  for  my  wmhs,  mentioned  in  page  .S,  he  aa>«.  “ I liegan  mv 
“ atudiea  in  1062:  obaened  the  aun'a  eclipae.”  This  mnat  have  been  the  eclii»e  which  hapismed 
on  Sept.  12th  in  that  year;  ami  cannot  be  confounded  with  the  one  he  obscrveil  in  the  year  1666, 
which  ia  of.to  menUnnod  in  the  same  paper.  This  circumstance  ia  one  of  very  considerable  import- 
ance, aince  it  hears  materially  on  a very  eventful  period  of  Flamsteed's  life,  as  mentioned  in  the 
I’reface.  F.  B. 
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I collected  a calculative  nietluKl  of  dialling  from  Air.  Gunter’s  Sector,  and 
transcril)e<l  it  (with  a method  fur  the  construction  of  the  quadrant,  and  tables 
fitted  thereto,  calculated  by  my  own  hand)  in  a smidl  paper  book  ; in  which  task, 
and  perusing  some  other  authors  of  various  subjects,  1 sjieiit  my  vacant  time  this 
year  and  the  beginning  of  the  following. 

The  winter  came  on,  and  my  father  thought  it  fit  that  I should  undergo  a 
course  of  physic,  to  try  if  thereby  my  wcaknes.s  (which,  according  to  its  usual 
course,  Ix-gan  to  increase  with  the  year  upon  me)  might  either  be  diverted  or 
decreased.  But  it  being  thought  too  far  in  the  year,  it  was  reinitte*!  to  the  spring 
(1664);  when  Mr.  Cromwell  was  cried  up  for  cures  by  the  Nonconformist  party, 
to  wliom  my  father  sent  me,  to  lie  his  patient,  under  whom  I passed  a course  of 
[jurges  and  cordials : after  all  which  I found  myself  no  letter  than  fonncrly, 
and  so  W'as  by  him  left  off  to  the  mercy  of  God.  My  disease  was,  indeed, 
inscrutable  by  the  physicians : its  cause  (for  aught  1 perceived)  being  not  under- 
stood by  any  of  them.  However,  I am  bound  to  acknowledge  the  mercy  of  God 
in  that  he  hath  removed  my  pains,  and  left  me  only  under  my  weakness ; whilst 
others,  smaller  offenders,  suffer  l)oth  weakness,  intolerable  pains,  and  other 
incommodities  all  together.  Ami  further,  I am  bound  to  bless  and  praise  Him,  for 
that  he  hath  afforded  my  father  a competent  means  and  fortune  to  maintain  me  ; 
whilst  to  a meaner  man  I might  have  been  a burthen — nay  (without  a mighty 
Providence),  an  undoing. 

This  year  I also  l>ccame  acipiainted  with  my  friends  Mr.  George  Linacre  and 
William  Litcld'ord.  I affected  the  friendship  of  the  fonner  he<‘ause  of  his  know- 
ledge of  the  fixed  stars  (few  of  which  were  unknown  unto  him,  and  by  whom  I 
learned  those  few  I know) ; of  the  latter,  for  his  know  ledge  of  the  erratic,  and 
judgments  on  them.  Somewhile  it  was  ere  that  he  would  admit  me  that  know- 
ledge of  his  studies  after  our  first  acquaintance  ; but  that  day  u hen  he  confessed 
it  unto  me,  he  al-so  told  me  (amongst  several  answers  he  made  my  inquisitive- 
ness) that  he  had  calculated  (and  could  promptly  do  it)  the  places  of  the  planets 
to  a given  time  by  the  tables  in  Mr.  Gadbury's  works.  (Horrox's  Tables,  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  Shakerly,  but  perfected  and  reduced  to  current  account  by  Mr. 
Gadhury.)  I was  desirous  to  es.say  all  sorts  of  mathematical  knowledge ; and 
therefore  (because  I would  not  be  seen  with  Mr.  Gadbury's  laiok,  lest  I should 
be  suspected  astrological)  I Imught  Mr.  Street’s  Caroline  Tables,  intending, 
when  I had  time  convenient,  not  only  to  learn  to  calculate  the  places  of  planets, 
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Imt  also  to  study  their  motions,  and  understand  their  diffirult  theory;  hut,  l«>iiip 
someways  hindered,  I did  nothing  in  it  till  the  year  >vas  over. 

I had  now  completed  eighteen  years,  when  the  winter  rame  on,  and  thrust  me 
again  into  the  chimney;  whence  the  heat  and  tlie  diyness  ol'the  preceding  .summer 
had  liappily  once  before  withdrawn  me.  15ut,  it  iu)t  being  a fit  season  for  physic, 
it  was  thought  fit  to  let  me  alone  this  winter,  and  tiy  the  skill  of  another  physi- 
cian on  me  in  the  spring. 

The  year  was  newly  entered,  when,  on  the  first  ihiy  thereof  (viz.,  the  1st  of 
Januaiy,  1GG.5)  I,  having  some  vacant  time,  set  myself  to  calculate  the  true 
places  of  the  planets  to  a given  time,  by  my  formerly-mentioned  tables ; and 
accordingly  effected  it,  though  not  so  exactly  as  by  my  following  calculations, 
yet  so  auspiciously,  as  gave  me  a further  encounigement  to  prosecute  these 
endeavours ; in  which  I observe  it  was  my  fault  to  err  more  through  want  of  cure 
than  knowledge,  which,  since  I animadverted  it,  I have  striven  with  double  cure 
to  prevent.  I busied  myself  afterwarils  in  writing  an  Almanac  Hurlesqiit  for 
the  year  1G6G,  but  never  ofl'ered  it  to  the  press. 

The  spring  now  approached;  and  on  the  bth  day  of  April,  alMuit  half  an  hour 
past  two  in  the  afternoon,  I aiiplied  myself  to  that  no  less  honest  than  able  ]diy- 
sician,  Mr.  Willoughby,  who  (not  willing  to  weaken  nature,  that  was  low  enough 
already,  before  he  strengthened  it)  prescrilred  a cordial  yet  cleansing  drink, 
which  I used  for  some  time ; but  without  any  apparent  recruit  of  strength  to  my 
legs  at  this  time.  I hud,  in  the  summer  of  the  preceding  year,  calculated  several 
new  tables,  and  digested  some  of  them  into  a convenient  laiok  ; and  this  year  I 
added  some  more  unto  it,  though  I Inul  not  time,  nor  ever  shall  have,  I fear,  to 
conclude  and  finish  it.  I also  busied  myself  very  much  in  calculating  the  nati- 
vities of  several  of  my  friends  and  acquaintance,  which  1 have  since  corrected, 
and  shall  transcribe  on  a convenient  paper. 

The  former  part  of  this  year  had  been  famous  for  the  appearance  of  the 
comet ; and  this  was  much  celebrated  by  the  re|s)rt  of  the  cures  done  in  Ireland 
by  Mr.  Valentine  fireatrackes,  by  the  stroke  of  his  hands,  without  the  uppliciition 
of  any  medicine.  At  first,  we  supposed  this  to  Iw  only  a fiction ; but  when  the 
re[iort  wjus  confinned  by  a particular  relation  of  several  strange  cures  effected, 
my  father  (who  intcndetl  not  to  pretermit  any  w^cusion  of  [my]  recovering  in 
strength)  residved  to  send  me  over  into  Ireland,  to  try  if  1 might,  by  (toil's 
blessing,  receive  my  strength  again.  Hut,  upon  some  w-casion,  this  journey  was 
|iut  off  till  the  2Gth  of  August  following ; when,  in  the  interim,  having  some 
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small  time,  I set  myself  to  write  tlie  construction  and  uses  of  a quadrant,  with 
necessary  tables  for  the  framinji;  of  the  same,  as  also  of  a ruler,  which  I had 
drawn  w'ith  my  own  hand,  fitting  both  for  the  latitude  of  .53°.  I perfoniied  it 
for  my  loving  friend,  William  Litchford,  beginning  it  on  the  8th  of  August,  and 
finishing  it  on  the  24th  day  of  the  same  month.  I called  it  my  Mathematical 
Entay,  it  being  the  first  piece  that  ever  I wrote  for  any  one ; and  it  is  still  to 
be  found  in  his  hands,  for  aught  I know  to  the  contrary. 

And  now,  on  August  the  26th,  1665,  being  aged  nineteen  years  and  six  days, 
(19'”',  O'**'',  1 !'■"•,)  I set  forth  for  Ireland,  with  Clement  Spicer  with  me:  and 
on  Tucsthiy,  al»out  noon,  we  came  to  Liverpool ; where  we  stayed  till  Friday  the 
1st  of  September,  when  the  wind  turned  east.  We  embarked  in  a vessel,  calleil 
the  Supply,  about  noon  : and  on  Saturday  night  came  within  sight  of  Dublin  ; 
but,  by  reason  th.at  we  wanted  water,  could  not  cross  the  bar  that  night.  In 
the  mid  night  we  thought  to  have  gotten  in  with  the  tide,  but  had  like  to  have 
run  upon  the  Lambay  : so  that  we  east  anchor  again,  and  lay  still  that  night ; 
and  on  the  next  day,  at  noon,  we  put  in,  but  cotdd  not  be  suffered  to  laud,  by 
reason  that  the  .sickness  being  very  hot  at  that  time  in  Ixindon,  all  passengers 
were  examined  whence  they  came,  and  we  not  unstrictly.  At  last,  our  master 
went  forth  to  fetch  our  tickets,  or  a license  rather,  but  returned  not  ; so 
tliat  we  paiil  the  master's  friend,  anil  several  slung  down  the  riqics  : till  at 
last  a ladder  was  set,  down  which  I and  the  rest  of  our  company  descended, 
and  framed  our  course  on  the  sands  towards  the  King’s  End.  And  here  I have 
cause  to  remember  the  providence  of  (Jod,  who  preserved  me  when  1 had  like 
to  have  been  led  a wrong  way  by  my  aged  guide,  had  not  those  who  came 
behind  us  happily  turned  our  course  to  the  right  place ; and  so  we  came  to  the 
King's  End. 

It  was  night,  the  doors  were  shut : and  we  ran  from  door  to  door  to  inquire 
for  entertainment ; which  at  last  we  got  at  a paltry  inn,  where  was  no  meat  I 
could  eat,  but  brown  bread  and  ale  ; of  which  I made  a hearty  meal,  and  lodged 
that  night  in  a straw  bed,  with  a sheet  and  a half ; and  yet,  Go<l  be  prai.scd,  I 
both  fed  and  slept  very  W'ell.  Next  day  we  got  to  Dublin,  where  we  stayed  at 
the  Ship,  in  Dame  Street,  till  'Hiursday  following,  when  (Se|it.  6)  we  set  [out] 
on  our  journey  towards  the  Assauue.  We  dined  at  the  Naas,  a town  accounted 
handsome  amongst  them,  twelve  miles  from  Dublin ; and  lodged  that  night  at  a 
small  town  called  Tomalins,  jiaying  for  our  meals  six|ience  a piece,  and  yet  no 
great  accommodation.  We  thought  to  have  loilged  at  Killcullen,  a town  six 
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miles  from  the  Niius;  but  huding  that  ne  had  time,  tve  came  forward  to  this 
ton'll,  some  four  miles  farther. 

^^'e  travelled,  with  the  mountains  on  our  left  hand,  on  a fair  champaign,  free 
from  all  difficulties  of  pa.«sage  or  hogs:  the  way  being  sometimes  gravelly,  some- 
times pasture,  or  liealen  road,  and  one  of  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom,  not  easy 
to  be  missed,  except  by  a traveller  that  will  mislead  himself.  It  leads  from 
Dublin  to  Kilkenny,  Clonmel,  and  Cork.  Few  hedges  to  divide  the  lands  or 
enclosures,  but  only  banks  of  alamt  a yard  high  ; seldom  with  ditches  to  supply 
their  office,  which  are  easily  passable  by  a traveller  (or,  indeed,  almost  anything) 
anywhere-  And  in  this  day’s  journey  I saw  hut  one  wowl,  besides  the  Park  at 
Dublin,  which  is  not  accounted  any  : a thing  I thought  observable  in  a country 
re|«>rtei!  to  be  so  full  of  them. 

The  house  we  lodged  at,  at  our  coming  in,  was  strewed  over  with  gorse,  (the 
usual  fuel  of  the  country  in  that  jwrt,  where  coals  are  not  to  be  had,  except  [at] 
loo  large  rates,)  and  a barefoot  Imy  was  called  in  to  bait  a fire,  which  made  me 
fear  such  an  entertainment  as  might  be  afforded  from  an  Irish  house  : but  we 
were  brought  afterwards  into  a back  room,  indifferently  handsome,  where  we 
hud  a table  neatly  spreiul  with  n-s  fair  and  line  linen  as  ordinarily  in  Kngland, 
and  accommodation  lieller  than  I ex|)ccted. 

In  the  morning  (Sept.  8)  we  r<ise  early  to  be  going  on  our  journey,  and  by 
noon  ue  reaclusl  to  (’arlow,  some  fourteen  miles  from  Killcullen,  where  we  baited 
at  a handsome  inn  ; and  this  town  is  one  of  the  fairest  I saw  in  our  journey.  It 
stands  by  the  side  of  a river,  of  an  indifferent  depth,  and  seemed  to  lie  indifferent 
large  to  me,  who  had  not  leisure  to  perambulate  it,  or  any  other  we  jiasseil 
through. 

Al'e  went  forward  to  Ijaughton  Bridge,  five  miles  farther ; a little  town  stand- 
ing uiHin  a large  river,  passable  only,  as  I was  informed,  at  the  bridge,  on  which 
stood  a large  stone  house,  buildcil,  I sup|K>sc,  for  a fort  to  l■ommund  that  place. 
Here  we  stayed  not,  but  went  forward  to  Goaren,  five  miles  lievond  it.  Here 
we  thought  to  have  lodged  ; but  having  time  to  go  farther,  we  resolved  to  pro- 
ceed, and  so  came  to  Beunit’s  Bridge ; a little  town,  where,  at  that  time,  wa.« 
held  a fair,  composed,  for  aught  I saw,  of  nothing  but  sheep,  kiue,  and  oxen,  of 
the  Irish  sort.  A company  of  bouzes  were  raised,  covered  all  over  with  blankets, 
sheets,  rugs,  and  linen  cloth,  fashioned  like  those  in  our  fairs  in  England,  but 
that  they  were  scarce  so  handsome.  They  were  covered  on  every  side,  so  that 
you  could  not  see  into  them,  except  they  were  opened,  as  one  of  them  was  by 
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chance  a.s  I pusseil  hy  it,  in  wliich  I could  perceive  nothing  but  a company  of 
people  set  round  about  the  sides  of  [it]  : and  whether  they  were  eating  and 
drinking  by  turns,  a.s  they  use  to  do,  I could  not,  without  too  much  Ixtldness, 
attiiin  to  perceive.  This  place  is  tliree  miles  from  Gouren,  and  stands  upon  a 
large  river.  Here  we  thought  to  have  lodged  ; but  supposing  that  Itecausc  of 
the  fair  we  could  neither  have  quiet  rest  nor  good  accoinniodation,  we  were  per- 
suaded by  a Nottinghamshire  man,  seated  there,  to  pass  forward  to  Barnes- 
church,  three  miles  farther,  a little  tot™,  standing  partly  on  a hill ; whither  we 
w'ent  with  the  |ieople  from  the  fair,  and  lodged  at  one  Sharman’s  house,  where 
we  had  indifl’erent  goo<l  accommodation.  In  this  day’s  journey,  as  I remember, 
we  saw  no  woods  at  all.  W'hen  we  were  at  Bennit's  Bridge  we  were  but  three 
miles  distant  from  Kilkenny,  the  second  place  in  the  kingdom  : and  hitherto  we 
had  a fair  niad,  not  easy  to  lje  missed  ; but  now,  having  lost  it,  we  had  much 
ado  to  direct  us  in  the  following  part  of  our  journey,  which  we  rose  iridiffereut 
early  in  the  morning  (Sept.  9)  to  prosecute.  Jjeaving  Barneschurch,  we  passed 
by  Newton  and  Ballatolten,  two  towns  of  Irish-built  houses ; the  first  two,  the 
second  three,  miles  distant  from  Barneschurch  ; and  so  forward  to  Nine-.Mile 
House,  distant  some  seven  miles  from  Btirueschurch  : thence  to  Ulonmel,  nine 
miles  farther,  where  we  baited,  having  passed  by  some  small,  ]MX)r  places  by'  tlie 
way,  whose  names  I know  not.  Here  we  crossed  the  mountains,  which  before 
were  on  our  left  hand  ; and  here  only,  in  our  going,  we  lost  our  way,  yet  were 
we  never  far  out  of  it  It  was  after  four  o’clortk  in  the  afternoon  when  we  left 
Clonmel  ; so  tliat  we  reached  that  night  no  fartlier  than  Castleton,  called  com- 
monly Four-Mile  Waters.  And  w'ere  advised  by  a woman,  with  whom  we  rode 
in  company,  to  cross  the  waters  that  night,  because  the  least  plash  of  rain  w ould 
cause  an  extraordinary  Hood,  by  reason  that  the  waters  running  from  off  all  the 
adjacent  mountains  conjoining  constitute  this  river. 

Our  landlonl  came  from  Uttoxeter,  in  Staffordshire,  and  was  acquainted  with 
my  grandfather  Spateman  ; so  that  we  were,  in  all  things,  very  well  accommo- 
dated for  our  actjuaintance.  On  Sabbatli  morning  (Sept.  10),  I inquired  where 
they  went  to  church  ; hut  was  answered  that  their  minister  livrtl  twelve  miles 
off,  and  that  they  had  no  sermon  amongst  them,  except  when  he  came  to  receive 
the  tithes,  which  was  but  once  a year.  And  the  woman  with  whom  we  came 
hither  told  me,  in  a complaining  manner,  that  they  hot!  fJentt/  eiion/fh  of  every 
thing  necessary  except  the  utord  of  God;  and  therewith  told  me  tluit  their 
minister  lived  twelve  miles  off,  at  the  old  Assaune,  and  came  but  once  a year  at 
tliem,  as  I told  you  afore.  Consiilering  which,  I thought  it  la-tter  to  prosecute 
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our  journey  on  the  Sahbatli  day  than  to  lie  in  the  alehouse  ; and  so  «e  dis- 
charg'd oui-sclvcs,  and  went  to  ( 'uii[Kxjuin,  eij^ht  miles  farther,  whither  we  got 
hy  noon  ; and  now  we  had  fixerl  our  feet  at  the  utmost  extent  of  our  journey 
forward.  'I’liis  is  a small  town,  and  lies  upon  the  river  Hlaekwater,  eight  miles 
up  it  from  Younghall.  It  had  formerly  a bridge  to  pass  over  the  river ; but  now 
hath  nothing  but  a boat  for  pa.ssengcrs. 

We  heard  tliat  Sir.  Greatraekes  used  to  cure  on  the  Ijord's-day,  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  and  JSaturday,  of  course ; anti  that  the  people  who  lodged  at  that 
place  when  we  alighted  were  gone,  expecting  to  be  touched  after  sermon.  There- 
fore, having  refreshetl  ourselves,  we  went  on  foot  to  the  Assauue,  alwut  a mile 
or  more  distant  from  ('apiKxpiin.  and  entering  into  his  house,  we  saw  him  touch 
several ; some  whereof  were  nearly  cured,  others  on  the  mending  band,  and  some 
on  whom  his  strokes  Intd  no  effect,— of  whom  I might  have  said  more,  but  that 
he  hath  been  since  in  England  ; and  so  both  his  person,  cures,  and  carriage  are 
well  enough  known  amongst  us.  And  though  some  seem  to  asperse  him  each 
way,  for  my  part  I think  his  gift  was  of  Go<l  ; and  for  the  course  of  his  cures, 
I dare  fully  accjuicscc  with  what  Dr.  Stubbs  hath  written  of  him.  For  though 
I am  an  eye-witness  of  several  of  his  cures,  yet  am  not  able  to  remember  or 
fitted  to  write  them  out  as  I saw  them. 

I was  touclied  by  him  on  my  legs  this  afternoon  (Sept.  11),  but  found  not  my 
diseast;  to  stir.  Next  morning  I came  again  towards  his  house,  and  found  him 
in  his  own  yard,  looking  at  his  cattle.  He  had  a kind  of  majestical,  yet  affable, 
pre.sence,  a lusty  body,  and  a composed  carriage.  I desired  the  privilege  of  his 
touch,  and  was  granted  it  presently ; and  saying  to  him  I would  not  have  been 
so  hasty,  had  not  our  horse  (which  was  a gentleman's  courtesy  to  us)  been  on 
so  bail  a pasture,  he  very  freely  bade  me  bring  him  down  to  his  house — he 
should  have  good  feeding,  and  1 should  pay  no  more  than  I was  to  pay  to  my 
former  host.  I did  so,  and  saw  him  put  into  a good  pasture.  And  now  I was 
stroked  by  him  all  over  my  Ixxly  ; but  found,  as  yet,  no  amends  in  anything  but 
what  I had  before  I came  to  Cap]K>quin. 

This  Tuesday  morning  (Sept.  1'2)  I went  down  to  the  Assaune,  and  was  by 
him  the  third  time  touched  ; but  not  finding  any  amends,  I determined  to  depart, 
and  therefore  went  to  Mr.  Greatrackes,  purposely  to  pay  him  for  my  horse’s  grass, 
and  give  him  thanks  for  his  courtesies.  But  he  would  not  take  anything  of  me ; 
and  when  I urged  him,  saying  I had  not  deserved  this  civility  from  liim,  he 
answered  me  I was  a stranger,  and  he  must  be  so  to  strangers.  So  we  came 
back  to  Cappoqiun,  discharged  our  host,  [and]  departed  to  Clonmel  that  night. 
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where  we  lodged  at  u stately  inn,  whose  master  came  out  of  Derbyshire,  our 
county.  This  town  is  one  of  the  seats  of  justice  in  this  kingdom,  and  Iiere  all 
law  businesses  may  be  transacted,  as  at  Dublin.  It  is  built  aflcr  the  English 
manner,  well  fortified  with  a strong  wall  of  limestone  or  marble ; which  1 have 
observed,  in  several  of  their  demolished  .small  castles,  to  be  made  of  small 
pieces,  about  as  thick  again  as  slates,  laid  thick  in  lime,  which  will  damp  any 
bullet.  We  entered  over  a drawbridge,  at  which  a soldier  stotsl  centinel ; a part 
of  that  river  (as  I remember)  running  under  it,  upon  whose  banks  it  is  seated. 
Tliis  river  is  both  deep  and  broad,  so  that  the  town  is  almost  every  way  impreg- 
nable ; and,  in  my  mind,  it  is  exceedingly  pleasantly  seated.  From  Cappo<|uin 
hither  it  is  just  twelve  miles,  but  long  ones. 

We  departed  from  Clonmel  (Sept.  13),  and  by  that  time  we  had  gotten  some 
eight  miles,  we  |»erceived  that  our  horse  had  lost  a shoe.  We  called  at  Nine- 
Mile  House,  but  could  not  get  a shoe.  At  one  place  (I  think  it  was  Grangy- 
micleare)  we  found  a smith,  to  whose  shop,  when  we  came,  we  saw  nothing 
resembling  his  trade  but  the  hearth,  bellows,  and  anvil ; neither  iron  nor  shoes 
ready-made  to  be  seen,  so  jaxir  w'as  the  place  and  the  people ; amongst  whose 
houses,  as  I remember,  I saw  but  one  with  a chimney  at  it — a certain  sign  there 
were  no  more  English  inhabitants  at  this  place. 

We  travelled  nine  miles  farther  to  Beunit’s  Bridge  udthout  a shoe,  where  we 
baited,  hoping  assuredly  not  to  miss  of  one  here  ; but  the  smith  was  nut  at 
home  : and  because  it  was  four  of  the  clock,  we  resolved  to  go  forward  to 
Goaren,  three  miles  fonvard,  that  night.  We  rode  on  hence  tluther ; where, 
because  it  was  late  when  we  enteretl  our  inn,  we  had  not  time  to  get  him  shod 
this  night. 

At  our  entrance  we  met  with  some  gentlemen  going  into  the  inn,  whom  we 
followed  ; and  being  alighted,  and  a little  refreshed,  we  met  with  Mr.  Toplatly, 
(whose  father  was  of  Nottingham,  and  whose  brother  I had  known,)  who  tra- 
velled towards  Dublin  to  gather  his  master's  debts,  who  was  [a]  tradesman  in 
London.  lie  hearing  me  accidentally  name  the  place  whence  I came,  inquired 
several  things  of  Derby.  I asked  his  name ; but  be  civilly  declined  an  answer, 
telling  me  be  would  let  me  know  more  next  morning  (Sept.  14),  when  [we] 
were  on  our  journey  to  Dublin,  wliitlier  we  agreed  to  travel  together : with  which 
answer  I rested  satisfied. 

Goaren  is  n town  consisting  of  houses  built  but  slenderly,  many  after  the 
Irish  manner ; only  our  inns  were  capacious,  and  airried  a handsome  aspect 
>vitli  them.  Hence,  having  with  some  trouble  got  our  horse  shod,  we  departed  ; 
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and  when  wc  were  on  our  journey,  I renewed  our  former  demand  to  Mr.  Top- 
lady  ; who  told  me  his  name,  and  that  he  was  .servatit  to  Mr.  Jckell,  of  Louilon, 
and  on  his  business  to  travel  to  the  north  of  Ireland.  And  a.s  we  were  inijuiring 
of  his  forepassed  journey,  he  told  us  tliat  the  preceding  day,  coming  over  the 
mountains,  and  being  out  of  his  way,  he  met  with  an  Irishman ; of  whom  inijuiring 
the  road  to  Goaren,  he  could  get  no  answer  in  English,  which  he  sujiposing  to 
proceed  rather  from  the  man's  knavery  than  ignorance,  threatened  him,  and 
struck  him  with  [his]  whip : which  nothing  availing,  he  laid  his  hand  to  the  hilt 
of  his  hanger,  and  threateningly  told  him — “ Now,  sirrah,  if  you  answer  not 
presently  in  English,  here  will  [I]  make  an  end  of  your  days at  which  words 
the  fellow  spoke  English  presently,  and  directed  him  his  way  very  readily.  Since 
which,  he  would  say,  as  he  travelled  with  us,  he  carried  his  tobacco  by  his  side. 
For  he  used  afore  to  give  tlic  Irish  tobacco  (of  which  they  are  very  desirous) 
to  show  him  his  way ; but  now  he  relinquished  that  custom,  and  resolved  to 
make  them  do  it  perlbrce,  and  yet  not  to  trust  their  jierfidiousness. 

Tliis  morning  we  got  our  horse  shod  with  some  trouble,  and  then  discharging 
our  host,  dejmrted.  We  came  first  to  Laughton  Kridge,  a very  commodious 
pass,  ujain  a broad  and  deep  river.  Here  was  a fair  kept  when  [we]  passeil  by; 
in  which  1 saw  nothing  but  Irish  bea.sts,  and  booths  after  their  manner : it  is 
five  miles  from  Goaren,  and  hath  some  English-built  houses  in  it.  Here  we 
stayed  not,  but  passed  on  to  Carlow,  where  we  drank.  It  is  five  miles  forth 
from  Laughton  IJridge : it  is  a very  handsome  place,  and  one  of  the  fairest 
towns  we  jiassed  through.  15ut  it  lieiug  too  soon  to  bait,  we  passed  on  three  miles 
farther  to  Castle-Dernian,  where  we  baited  at  a pleasant  inn;  and  afterwards 
passeil  on  to  Kilcullen  Bridge,  eleven  miles  farther,  where  we  lodged  that  night, 
well  accommoilated  in  an  inn  that  promised  not  much  at  first  sight. 

Hence  next  morning  (Sejit.  15)  we  hasted  indill'erent  early  for  Dublin.  At 
Kilcullen  there  was  nothing  oleservable,  but  that  it  consisted  most  of  Irish  houses 
and  buildings.  The  briilge  is  a long  mile  nearer  Dublin  than  the  town,  and  is 
better  accommodated  with  inns,  by  reason  (I  sujijiose)  the  river  is  only  jiassable 
at  that  place.  From  Kilcullen  to  Racoole  (the  next  place  we  came  to  of  note, 
and  where  we  baited)  is  twelve  miles : we  alighted  at  the  sign  of  the  Postboy, 
and  had  good  accommodation  for  the  time  we  stayed ; and  after  dinner  we  jiassed 
from  it.  It  is  a small  town ; the  buildings  seem  ancient ; here  a many  Irish 
inhabit ; and  it  is  a dirty  jilace.  But  leaving  it  that  time,  we  came  to  Dublin, 
six  miles  farther,  soon  enough  to  make  an  ill  market  afore  bed-time ; which,  for 
the  tediousuess  of  the  story,  1 shall  not  relate. 
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We  lodged  at  our  former  inn,  and  stayed  here  from  Friday  night,  Sept.  15, 
till  I'ucsday  the  19th  of  Sept.  When,  in  the  morning  aiwut  nine  o’clock,  we  went 
down  to  King’s  End  to  take  sliipping,  in  the  Martin,  of  Liverpool,  to  return ; and 
quickly  came  aboard  our  vessel,  which  was  none  of  the  best,  and  we  had  a suffi- 
cient number  of  our  company.  But  before  we  left  the  city,  we  had  returned  Mr. 
Mabbot  his  horse,  which  he  lent  us,  with  tliauks  for  so  obliging  a courtesy, 
which  we  could  not  have  merited  or  expected  from  any  one.  He  lent  us  40t.  at 
our  departure,  which  we  returned  him  by  Mr.  Arthur  Bulkeley,  who  was  the 
occasion  of  our  bad  bargain ; and  criminal,  I fear  too,  otherways  towards  us,  by 
whom  he  made  his  own  markets ; but  I shall  forlx;ar  him,  because  time  may 
perhaps  afford  me  satisfaction  from  him. 

Tuesday,  in  the  afternoon,  near  three  o’clock,  we  set  sail ; but  because  we  had 
delayed  time  too  much,  we  were  forced  to  borrow  help  to  haul  over  the  bur. 
We  sailed  that  night,  and  the  next  day  came  liefore  Chester  bar  about  noon ; 
but  stayed  so  long  in  expectation  of  the  high  water,  that  the  tide  began  to  turn 
before  we  could  get  over ; yet  we  came  to  harbour  at  LiverjMxil  soon  after  sunset, 
and  landing,  betook  ourselves  to  our  former  host  for  entertmnment.  We  had 
fair  weather  and  quick  S[)eed  in  our  travels  and  passage  over  sea,  the  winds 
standing  fair  for  us,  both  as  we  went  and  came ; for  which  providence  I have 
cause  to  praise  God  continually. 

We  heard  this  night  that  there  was  a carrier  in  town,  on  whose  horses  we 
might  travel  homeward  as  far  as  Holtneschajiel.  We  met  and  agreed  with  him ; 
and  the  next  day,  being  Thursday,  Sept,  the  21st,  about  noon,  we  left  JJverpool, 
and  came  that  night  to  Zanchy  Bridges,  where  we  lodged  that  night.  And  the 
next  day,  being  Friday,  tlie  22nd  day,  we  passed  from  thence  to  Warrington,  and 
so,  by  the  Cock  at  Budworth,  to  Holmeschapel ; where  the  carrier  set  us  down, 
and  would  not  be  persuaded  to  carry  us  any  farther.  We  saw  nobody  on  the 
way  to  Congleton  that  might  carry  us  thither : till  at  last  a carrier  passed  by  with 
three  horses,  whom,  with  much  ado,  after  he  was  passed  by,  we  got  to  come 
back.  With  him  we  bargained ; and,  discharging  the  other,  set  forwanl  for 
Congleton,  whither  we  came  at  night,  and  where  I alighted  at  Mr.  Hnnford’s. 
But  intending  to  lodge  at  Mr.  Mottershead’s,  my  father’s  host,  I was  told  hy  him 
that  he  durst  not  afford  me  lodging,  because  the  sickness  (which  was  then  rife, 
and  raged  much  in  several  places)  was  reported  to  be  in  Liverpool,  whence  we 
came,  and  his  neighbours  would  asperse  him  for  it  if  he  should  admit  us.  So 
that  I was  forced  to  change  my  intended  lodging,  and  lie  at  Mat.  Lowneses’s, 
who  was  one  of  my  father’s  customers ; where  I was  indifferently  well  accom- 
modated. Next  day,  being  Saturday,  the  23rd  of  Sept.,  we  parted  from  Con- 
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gleton,  and  rode  to  Longshaw,  by  Leek  (where  we  had  left  a horse  of  our  own) 
and  paid  for  the  horses  which  had  hrouglit  us  thither.  It  was  Ijefore  noon  that 
we  got  to  Longsliaw,  where  we  .staye<l  not  long,  hut  passt;d  on  for  Aslilwurne  ; 
and  at  night,  when  we  came  to  Braiisford,  our  horse  stumbled  and  overthrew  us 
both,  but  (1  thank  God)  without  hurt.  And  so  we  sj»-d  safe  to  Derby  at  night, 
after  daylight  was  ended,  which  we  had  left  on  that  day  month  la-fore.  For 
God’s  providences  in  this  journey  Ilis  name  be  praised.  Amen,  Amen. 

Being  returned,  I was  visited  by  my  friends,  I being  so  discompt>scd  by  my 
journey  that  I was  not  very  fit  to  appear  at  church  that  day.  Yet  had  I not  been 
so  ill,  but  that  riding  on  a dull  horse  (who  trottwl  hard)  bctwi.\t  Holmeschapel 
and  CongleUai,  I was  a little  galled.  For  I would  not  use  that  practice  which 
an  Irish  gentleman  reporte<l,  who  had  his  horse's  back  galled  always  when  he 
was  ridden  by  one  of  his  boys ; at  wliich  wondering,  he  by  chance  meets  his 
said  boy,  who  was  a natunil  Irishman,  riditig  ujam  his  galled  horse  with  his 
breeches  hanging  buttoned  about  his  neck ; of  which  inquiring  of  him  the 
reason,  he  answered  it  was  becau.se  the  horse  should  not  gall  him ; but  by  that 
means  the  rider  escajies  and  the  horse  is  galled  himself.  Tltis  story  I could  not 
omit,  because  such  passages  are  not  usual  amongst  the  English,  to  whom  this 
scarce  was  known. 

Not  long  after  my  return,  I added  an  ApiKjndi.-c  to  my  Mathematical  Essays, 
which  I hiul  left  in  the  hands  of  my  friend  W.  Litchford,  and  intended  for  him ; 
and  I gave  it  him  when  I had  finished  it.  I added  to  it  the  projection  of  an 
universal  dial,  and  a catalogue  of  seventy  of  the  fixed  stars,  with  their  right 
ascensions,  declinations,  longitudes,  and  latitudes,  to  the  year  1701;  which  I had 
coni|K>scd  by  the  Tychonic  places,  and  allowing  the  annual  precession  of  the 
fixed  stars  50". 

I also  proceeded  to  jx?rfect  the  calculation  of  the  solar  eclipse  rvhich  should 
happen  June  the  22nd,  1606,  in  the  morning,  according  to  the  CaruUne  Tallies: 
in  which  I noted  some  incongruities  and  difficulties  of  calculation  I now 
remember  not ; only  I found  by  bis  tables  .at  Derby 
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In  the  winter  following  I was  indifierent  liearty,  and  my  disease  wa.s  not  so 
violent  as  it  used  to  be  at  that  time  fonncrly.  But  whether,  through  God’s  mercy, 
I received  this  from  Mr.  Greatrackes’s  touch,  or  my  journey  and  vomiting  at  sea, 
I am  uncertain ; but  by  some  circumstances,  I guess  tlxat  I received  a benefit 
from  both. 

Feb.  12,  1665-6, 1 went  to  Worcester,  where  Mr.  Greatrackes,  who  w.as  then 
come  to  England,  was ; and  was  once  stroked  by  bim,  but  with  no  better  effect 
thim  formerly,  though  several  tlien  were  cured. 

At  Ijcnten  Assizes,  1666,  on  the  Sabbath,  after  the  evening  prayers,  I was 
visited  by  Mr.  Imanuel  Halton,  of  Wingfield  Manor.  I had  beard  of  him,  and 
he  of  me,  fonuerly,  by  my  cousin  Wilson.  We  l>eiug  strangers  to  each  other, 
and  not  having  seen  one  the  other  formerly,  to  our  knowledge,  talked  somewhat 
reservedly  at  first : after,  more  openly.  Amongst  other  of  my  papers,  I .showed 
him  my  caleuhition  of  the  aforesaid  solar  eclipse,  which  he  accounted  of  more 
than  any  other,  and  desireil  a transcript  of  it.  I likewise  showed  him  a small 
Canon  of  natural  and  artificial  Versed  Sines,  which  he  much  commended,  and 
of  which  I likewise  afterwards  sent  him  a copy.  So  we  parted  at  that  time  with 
mutual  promises  of  a future  acquaintance.  Not  long  after,  he  came  to  town,  and 
we  met  again ; when  he  promised  me  a sight  of  the  Richleian  Tables  (which 
soon  after  he  sent  me),  composed  by  Natalis  Durret,  a Frenchman,  more  labo- 
rious, in  my  opinion,  than  ingenious — if,  at  least,  those  tables  be  his  which  ho 
ex]K)ses  in  that  name ; for  I suppose  they  are  rather  the  Rudolphine,  reduced 
and  enlarged  by  bim.  But  the  prescript  to  the  tables  (which  is  full  of  various 
faults,  not  to  be  excused  by  the  press)  I suppose  may  lie  wholly  bis  ; for  the  inge- 
nious Kepler  could  hardly  be  thought  guilty  of  such  oversight,  or  rather  errors. 
However,  Irecause  the  introduction  was  filled  with  some  things  I had  not  .seen 
before,  I translated  it  for  my  own  use  into  English ; and  it  will  l>e  found  amongst 
my  |Kipers.  However,  thiit  I might  not  seem  to  find  a fault,  and  leave  it  as  I found 
it,  I corrected  the  piece  in  the  margin ; and  so  returned  [it]  to  its  master,  with 
thanks  for  that  obliging  courtesy. 

Soon  after,  having  occasion  to  write  to  him  again,  to  desire  him  to  observe  the 
.solar  eclipse  I had  calculatinl,  I intimated  in  my  letters  that  I wanted  some  solar 
observations.  A\'hich,  when  he  understood,  he  sent  me  the  first  tome  of  Riccioli’s 
new  Almagest,  in  Latin ; which  I joyfully  received,  because  it  showed  a method 
of  finding  the  sun’s  true  parallax  (by  observations  of  the  moon’s  dichotomy), 
which  I was  very  desinms  of  investigating  at  that  time.  But  more  of  this 
hereafter. 
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I spent  some  part  of  my  time  in  astrological  studies,  but  so  as  my  labours  j 

were  rather  astronomical.  Amongst  others,  I spent  some  time  on  Mr.  Linacre's 
and  another  great  jicrwin’s  schemes ; yet  could  I not  anyways  satisfy  myself  in  ^ 

the  arcs  of  directions  for  the  measuring  of  time ; nor  am  I yet  perfectly  satisfied. 

Yet  I think  Kepler's  measures  most  rational  and  Itest  grounded : though,  in  the 
great  person’s  nativity  which  I directed,  I used  Naboyd's  measure,  which  is  most  j 

in  use  amongst  astrologers.  In  fine,  I found  astrology  to  give  generally  strong  I 

conjectural  liints,  not  perfect  declarations. 

Healthful,  and  in  these  studies,  I s|»cnt  the  summer  [of]  1G66.  And  now, 

August  19th,  16(56,  1 was  aged  just  twenty  years,  w-liencc  I begin  a pcrfecter 

account  of  myself.  After  1 had  received  Riccioli’s  I set  myself  to 

rend  him,  when  an  intermission  from  my  father’s  business  happened ; which 

usually  did  at  night  in  winter : and  1 t<H>k  much  plea.sure  in  him.  1 found  he 

differed  from  Tycho  in  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic  1'  30" ; making  it  but  23°  Sfy, 

whereas  Tycho  makes  it  23°  31' 30”;  and  that  he  varicfl  much  from  Tycho 

in  the  places  and  distances  of  the  fixed  stars  sometimes  4'.  His  obliquity  of  I 

the  ecliptic  Riccioli  confirms  by  his  own  oljservations : to  which,  and  the  sun’s  j 

parallax,  deposed  by  him,  I shall  s;iy  more  in  my  astronomical  works. 

'riius  I held  on  till  Decemlwr  the  5th,  when  I found  myself  much  pained 
with  the  headache  and  some  other  distempers ; which,  after  a while,  reduced  me 
to  my  usual  winter  ^veakness,  and  left  me  as  ill  as  formerly,  I continued 
afflicted  with  a small  pain  and  some  grudgings  of  the  headache  for  a month 
after;  so  that  I ended  the  year  1666  and  l>egan  1666-7  with  it. 

I transcribed  some  things  from  Riccioli ; and  taking  occasion  to  pcnise  his 
method  of  finding  the  sun’s  distance  by  the  moon’s  dichotomy,  I could  not  but 
observe  how  he  introduced  an  arc  for  correcting  the  ajiparent  dichotomy,  and 
re<lucing  it  to  the  true ; which  cannot  be  admitted.  For  be  supposes  the  moon’s 
parallax  to  cause  ber  to  appear  hollow  at  the  dichotomy  next  succeeding  the  new 
moon,  and  more  than  half  full  at  [the]  dichotomy  preceding  the  change ; which  I j 

shall  prove  not  to  be  so  in  my  astronomical  works.  In  the  meantime,  whoever  i 

will  but  read  what  he  hath  written  (page  733,  the  third  problem)  will  find  how 
groundlessly  he  introduceth  it,  if  they  but  seriously  consider  that  the  difference 
of  the  parallax  of  the  moon’s  centre  and  her  superior  horn  is  equal  to  the  differ- 
ence of  the  parallax  of  ber  centre  and  her  inferior  horn ; wth  a very  small 
difference,  which  will  scarce  ever  arise  to  half  a second,  were  her  diameter 
double  the  breadth  it  is. 

Some  considerafions,  likewise,  of  the  different  equations  of  time  used  by  several 
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astronomers,  though  well  ileinoiistrated  by  none,  caused  me  to  strive  for  a deinon- 
strahlc  equation.  I studied  hard  in  this,  and  at  6rst  was  of  opiniou  that  the 
natural  days  were  always  equal,  and  that  there  needetl  no  e([uation  of  time. 
^Vllilst  striving  to  demonstrate  this,  1 proved  the  contrary  ; first,  that  the  exceii- 
tricity  of  the  earth’s  orbit  from  the  sun’s  centre  caused  an  inequality ; and  after- 
wards, that  the  ecliptic’s  obliquity  caused  another  inerjuaiity  of  the  apparent  day ; 
wliich  two  causes  applied  together  would  make  the  absolute  e(|uation  of  time. 
But  because  I have  elsewhere  said  enough  of  this  already,  in  a letter  of  three 
sheets  to  Mr.  Halton,  I shall  say  no  more  of  it  in  this  place.  I likewise  endea- 
voured something  in  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  the  sun’s  true  distance  from 
the  earth,  and  the  mean  length  of  tlie  tropical  year ; in  all  which  I have  laboured 
with  much  difficulty  this  last  April.  And  now  I have  brought  my  sheets  up  to 
my  age,  and  have  finished  this  the  8th  day  of  May,  1667.  Deo  gloria. 

J.  Fi..\msteed. 


[Here  this  portion  of  the  MS  terminates.  But  Flamsteed  has  adderl  a kind 
of  jmetecript  thereto  : which,  being  short,  I shall  here  transcrilte.  F.  B.] 

Afterwards,  I followed  my  mathematical  studies  closer,  but  kept  no  s[iecial 
account  of  my  proficiency.  I met  with  new  authors,  read  something  of  Euclid, 
and  employed  myself  in  several  readings,  till  the  latter  end  of  the  year  166U, 
when  I wrote  an  Almanac  for  the  following  year,  not  after  the  usual  method, 
but  much  more  accurately  ; inserting  an  eclipse  of  the  sun  that  might  have  been 
observable,  but  was  omitted  in  the  Kpliemerides,  and  five  appulses  of  the  moon 
to  fixed  stars.  But  this  being  rejected,  as  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  vulgar,  and 
returned  me,  I excerpted  the  eclipse  and  appulses,  and  addressed  them,  with  some 
astronomical  speculations,  to  the  Royal  Society ; suppressing  my  name  under  my 
anagram.  My  little  lalmur  was  better  accepted  than  I expected  : I received  a 
letter  of  thanks  from  Mr.  Oldenburg,  the  Secretary  of  the  Society.  My  pa|>ers 
I sent  to  Mr.  Stansby : he  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Ashmole,  the  great  lover  of 
curiosities ; and  he  presented  them  to  the  Royal  Society. 

These  procured  me  a letter  from  Mr.  Collins  also,  with  an  aca;ount  of  sevenil 
new  authors,  and  a promise  of  a good  correspondence,  which  he  maintained  very 
ingenuously  aftenvards,  pmeuring  me  many  things  I wanted.  ’Ilie  second  letter 
1 had  from  him  was  dated  Feb.  3,  1669-70.  My  first  from  Mr.  Oldenburg  was 
dated  Jan.  14,  1669-70. 
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About  Easter  Term  I made  a voyage  to  see  London  ; visited  Mr.  Oldenburg  . 
[and]  Mr.  Collins.  And  was,  by  the  last,  earned  to  see  the  Tower  and  Sir  Jonas 
Mwire,  who  presented  me  with  Mr.  Townley's  inicnmieter,  and  undertook  to 
procure  me  glasses  for  a tele.sco|ie  to  fit  it,  for  which  I left  three  guineas  in  Mr. 
Collins’s  hands,  but  got  not  the  glasses  (lieing  for  a twclve-fiwt  tnlie)  till  Sept. 
iHth  folknving.  This  was  the  beginning  of  my  acquaintance 

[The  MS  here  ends  abruptly.  K.  H.] 
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Findixo  that  the  edition  of  my  works  is  stopi,  and  not  likely  to  proceed  very 
spetMlily  * ; tlial,  in  the  mean  time,  my  distempers  increase,  wherel)y  I shall  be 
diseuahleil  from  carrying  them  on  as  I intended ; and  that,  after  all  the  pains  I 
have  been  at,  and  the  expenses  I have  Imrne,  it  has  been  suggested  sometimes 
that  I had  little  to  puhlisli,  at  others  that  I was  averse  to  the  publishing  of 
them : — to  clear  myself  from  these  calumnies  and  aspereions,  I intend  (with  the 
assi-stance  of  that  Good  Providence,  which  I must  ever  acknowledge  to  have 
directed  all  my  endeavoure)  to  give  an  account  of  all  my  labors  and  studies, 
their  beginning  and  progress,  with  the  helps  and  assistance  I have  either  received 
from  others,  or  afforded  them  for  carrying  on  of  theirs,  that  those  who  come 
after  me  may  honestly  and  sincerely  prosecute  these  studies,  de[>ending  on  the 
favor  of  God,  and  giving  Him  only  all  the  praise.  And  if  I begin  a little 
higher  than  I need,  1 hope  it  will  not  displease  my  reader:  for  ingenious  men 
are  much  delighted  to  know  lx>th  the  beginnings  ami  progresses  of  their  studies, 
and  the  circumstances  of  their  lives  whom  God  has  made  eminent  in  their  times. 

I w as  born  at  Denby  [5  miles  from  Derby]  in  Derbyshire,  August  19, 
1646,  at  a of  an  hour  past  7 at  night ; as  I find  in  some  old  notes  of  my 
father’s,  who  was  the  third  and  youngest  son  of  Mr.  William  Flamsteed  of 
Little  Ilallam  in  Derbyshire.  My  mother  Mary,  was  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
John  Spateman  of  Derby.  J In  my  infancy,  sickly.  I was  educated  [at  the  free- 
school]  at  Derby,  where  my  father  lived,  [till  16  years  old.  My  father  removed 
his  family  to  Denby,  because  the  sickness  was  then  in  Derby.]  At  14  years 
of  age,  when  I was  nearly  arrived  to  be  the  head  of  the  free-school,  visited  with 
a fit  of  sickness,  that  was  followed  with  a consumption,  and  other  distempers; 
which  yet  did  not  so  much  hinder  me  in  my  learning  hut  that  I still  kept  my 
station  till  the  form  broke  up,  and  some  of  my  fellows  went  to  the  Universities : 

• The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  thal  this  was  written  in  the  year  1707.  K.  B. 

t These  additional  particulars,  included  within  brackets,  have  been  taken  from  the  early  part  of 
the  document,  in  MSS,  vol.  17,  which  forms  the division  of  Flamsteed's  life.  F.  B. 

X In  MSS,  vol.  16,  at  the  end,  Flamsteed  has  given  a short  account  of  his  ancestors ; whereby  it 
appears  that  he  was  a descendant  from  *'  Mr.  William  Flamsteed  who  came  out  of  the  north,  bought 
“ the  land  at  Ilallam  Merc,  of  one  Robert  Everet,  it  being  then  rated  at  40s.  |icr  )-car  rent,  and  died 
“in  1514.”  F.  B. 
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for  wliich,  though  I was  dosiguetl,  niy  father  thought  it  not  adviseable  to  send 
me,  hy  reason  of  my  distetnper.  [Recovered  hy  God’s  blessing : went  a journey 
to  Ireland  in  the  months  of  August  and  .September,  1665.]  ^^’rote  I)e  ceifua- 
tione  dierum,  and  mmle  tlie  tables  for  it,  1665  *. 

Languishing  then  at  home,  I had  Sacrolwsco  De  Sphani  put  into  my  hands. 
I had  read  a great  deal  of  history,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  la^fore.  This  was  a 
new  subject  to  me ; and  having  turned  so  much  us  I thought  necessary  for  my 
use  into  English,  I proceeded  to  make  dials  by  the  directions  of  some  ordinary 
books : and  having  changed  a piece  of  Astrology  I found  amongst  my  father’s 
books,  for  Street’s  Caroline  Tablet,  set  myself  to  calculate  the  planets’  places  by 
them,  and  thus  enquire  the  reasons  of  them  : in  which  I found  small  satisfac- 
tion ; that  author  being  very  concise  and  short,  and  leaving  the  reasons  of  his 
processes  to  be  learnt  from  others. 

Having  calculated  an  eclipse  of  the  Sun,  by  these  tables,  that  was  to  hu]ipen 
June  22,  1666,  I imparted  it  to  a relation  of  mine  who  showed  it  to  Mr.  Imanuel 
Haltoii  of  Wingfield  JManor  ; who,  coming  soon  after  to  see  me,  and  finding  I 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  astronomical  performances  of  others,  sent  me 
Riccioli’s  Almageit,  and  Kepler’s  Rudolphine  Tablet,  with  some  other  mathe- 
matical books  to  which  I was,  till  then,  a stranger.  He  was  a person  of  great 
humanity  and  judgment,  a gootl  Algebraist,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  me  into 
the  study  of  Algebra  by  pro|>osing  little  problems  to  me : which,  having  not 
long  before  made  myself  acquainted  with  Euclid,  I gave  him  geometrical  reso- 
lutions to ; aud  never  troubled  myself  with  algebra  till  I came  to  London, 
where  I found  every  small  pretender  to  mathematics  set  up  for  an  Algebraist. 

Tliis  eclipse  I observed  afterwards : but,  not  being  furnished  with  proper 
instruments,  nor  yet  acquainted  with  the  best  way  of  observing,  I cannot  tliink 
the  oljscrvations  exact  enough  to  be  published"]. 

Another  eclipse  of  the  sun  happening  two  years  after,  on  tlie  25tli  of  October, 
1668,  I calculated  the  times  of  the  appearance  from  the  Caroline  Tablet;  and 
afterwards  observed  it.  But,  not  being  yet  furnished  with  convenient  instru- 
ments for  measuring  and  correcting  the  times,  I could  not  believe  it  accurate 

• This  latter  passage,  relative  to  the  Equation  of  Days,  is  taken  from  the  paper  entitled  Short 
note  of  dates  for  my  tcorhs,  mentioned  in  page  5.  F.  B. 

t The  following  is  the  memorandum  which  Flamsteed  has  left  of  thia  observation : — “ ,\nn4i 
“ IGG6,  not  being  tltcn  full  twenty  years  of  age,  and  having  little  experience  of  the  best  manner  of 
**  observing,  on  June  22nd  in  the  morning  I viewed  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  through  a foot  perspective, 
“ at  6h.  44m.  mane,’*  &c. — MSS,  rol.  40,  page  81.  See  also  MSS,  vol.  12,  page  3.  F.  D. 
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enough  to  be  published:  though  I found  by  it  that  the  tables  differed  very 
much  from  the  heavens*. 

The  French  Observatory  was  built  this  year,  and  Signor  Cassini  called  from 
Italy  to  direct  it : who  now  published  his  Tables  for  bnding  the  Eclipses  and 
Configurations  of  Jupiter’s  Satellites.  These  fell  into  my  hands  some  three  or 
four  years  after ; and  were  of  good  use  to  me,  however  faulty  when  I l«;gan  to 
observe  them. 

In  the  following  years,  1669  and  1670,  I compared  Jupiter  and  Mars  with 
some  fixed  stars,  near  which  they  passed:  but,  the  observations  (Iwing  made 
with  short  glasses  of  two  feet,  and  only  by  estimation  of  the  planets’  distances 
from  them,  and  comparing  them  with  the  small  <listauces  of  fixed  stars  derived 
from  Tycho’s  |>laces)  were  not  to  be  relied  on.  Only,  I learnt  by  them  that 
those  distances  were  faulty ; and  the  planets’  places  much  different  from  those 
given  in  the  ephemerides. 

Mr.  Street’s  equation  of  natural  days  being  very  much  different  from  that 
used  by  Tycho,  Bullialdus,  and  Wing,  1 hud  spent  many  thoughts  u])on  it,  at 
the  same  time  as  I remember  I was  calculating  the  solar  eclipse : and  at  last 
found  that  supposing  the  earth’s  revolution  to  be  equable  about  her  axis,  it 
could  be  no  other  than  the  difference  of  her  mean  and  true  right  ascension ; 
and  consequently  that  the  equation  of  the  earth’s  orbit  turned  into  time  must 
make  one  of  the  ingredients  or  parts  of  it,  and  the  difference  of  her  longitude 
and  right  ascension  the  other.  Whereupon  I wrote  a small  tract  alx>ot  the 
inequalities  and  equations  of  natural  days ; which,  having  turned  into  Latin, 
I showed  to  Mr.  Halton,  who  approved  it:  and  six  years  afterwards  it  was 
printed  with  Mr.  Horro.x’s  posthumous  works,  and  put  an  end  to  all  that  con- 
troversy. 

The  following  years,  till  1669 -I",  I employed  my  spare  hours  in  calculating 
the  places  of  the  planets,  observed  by  Hevelius,  and  related  in  his  Mercuriut 
tub  tote  vitut,  from  the  Caroline  Tables : whereby  I found  they  agreed  not  so 
well  with  the  heavens  as  I presumed  they  had ; and  that  further  observations 
were  requisite  to  correct  them. 

I could  not  think  of  any  more  proper  than  those  of  the  moon’s  and  planets’ 

• It  i»,  however,  published  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Hitloria  CaUstit;  and  fonns  the  first  pnnted 
observation  msdc  by  Flamsteed.  F.  B. 

t Four  of  the  preceding  paragraphs  are,  in  the  original  MS,  written  on  the  opposite  page  of  the 
book ; which  accounts  for  this  apparent  confusion  of  dates.  F,  B. 
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appulses  to  fixed  stars,  or  transits  by  them : considering  that  tiiey  required  but  a 
slender  apparatus  of  instruments,  and  might  \k‘  taken  by  a single  observer  with 
ordinary  assistance.  1 collected  some  remarkable  eclipses  of  fixed  stars  by  the 
moon,  that  w’ould  liupjxjn  in  the  year  1670;  calculatinl  them  fnun  the  Caroline 
Tables  ; directed  them  to  the  Ix»nl  Viscount  Brouncker,  then  President  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  conveyed  them  into  his  [hands],  lliis  labour  was  well 
accepted  lx>th  by  him  and  them,  and  brought  me  letters  of  thanks  both  from 
their  Secretary  Mr.  Oldenburg,  and  Mr.  Collins  one  of  their  members,  with 
whom  I had  a faithful  friendship  and  ingenious  corres|M)ndence  aft«*rwards,  so 
long  as  they  lived.  My  letter  was  datnl  Novemlwr  4th,  1600:  Mr,  Collins 
and  Mr.  Oldenburg,  in  January  following*. 

From  this  time  I began  to  have  oeeumits  sent  me  of  all  the  mathematical 
books  that  were  published  either  at  home  or  abroad.  In  June  1670,  my  father, 
taking  notice  of  iny  corres|>ondence  with  them  and  some  other  ingenious  men 
wliom  I liad  never  seen,  would  needs  have  me  liike  a journey  up  to  I»ndorj, 
that  I might  be  |M:rsona!Iy  acquainted  with  them : that  being  the  time  of  the 
year  when  bis  affairs  would  allow  me  lil>erty.  1 embraced  the  offer  gladly,  and 

• It  appears,  from  the  account  in  the  General  Diriionary^  under  the  article  “ Flanuitecd,”  that 
the  original  MS  of  this  cunununication  to  the  Royal  Society  was  in  the  posaesBion  of  Mr.  William 
Jones,  the  father  of  the  late  Sir  William  Jones.  It  U inschl>ed  thus: — “ To  the  right  honorable 
**  William  Lord  Brouncker,  President  of  the  illustrious  Royal  Society ; also  to  the  right  worshipful, 
“ worthy  and  truly  ingenious  Henry  Oldenburg,  Ksq.,  Christopher  Wren,  M.D.,  and  all  other  the 
“ Asirunomical  Fellows  of  the  said  Society  : J.  F.  humbly  presents  this  epistle.”  At  the  close  of  it 
he  writes  thus; — **  Excuse,  I pray  you,  this  juvenile  heat  for  the  concerns  of  science,  atul  want  of 
better  language  from  otic  who,  from  the  sixteenth  year  of  liia  age,  to  this  instant,  hath  only  scr\ed 
one  bare  apprenticesliip  in  these  arts,  under  the  discouragement  of  friends,  the  want  of  health, 
**  and  all  ntlier  instructors  except  his  better  genius.  I crave  the  liberty  to  conceal  my  name,  not  to 
**  suppress  it.  I have  composed  the  letters  of  it  in  Latin,  in  this  sentence.  In  Mathesi  a soU  /unties. 
**  1 had  many  materials  to  add;  but  they  would  have  swelled  my  letter  beyond  its  prescribed  limits. 
“ If  I may  understand  that  you  accept  of  these,  or  think  them  worthy  your  notice,  you  shall  ere 
long  hear  more  from  yours,  &c.,  J.  F.*'  The  letter  of  Mr.  Oldenburg,  in  answer  to  this  caniinu* 
nication,  dated  Jan.  14,  1669-70,  is  given  in  the  Appendix  No.  1 : and  Flamsteed's  reply  thereto, 
dateil  Feb.  7,  following,  in  the  Appendix  No.  3.  FUmstcctVs  letter  to  Mr.  Collins,  of  Jan.  24, 
1669-70,  is  given  in  the  .\ppendix  No.  2.  There  arc  many  other  valuable  letter*,  addressed  l>y  him 
to  Mr.  Collins,  amounting  to  ujiwards  of  thirty  in  number,  from  Jan.  24,  1669*70,  to  Dec.  27, 
1673,  which  are  published  in  the  General  Diriionary  abovc-mcnitioned.  There  are  also  prescrvwl, 
in  the  MS  Letter-books  of  tlic  Royal  Society,  upwards  of  forty  origiusl  letters  addressed  by  him  to 
Mr.  Oldenburg,  dated  from  Derby,  and  extending  from  Feb.  7,  1669-70,  to  Jan.  25,  1674-5;  as 
well  as  some  others  dated  from  Greenwich  in  the  years  1676  and  1677 ; and  some  copies  of  letters 
addressed  to  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  Mr.  Collins,  Cassiui  aud  Ucvelius.  F.  13. 
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there  became  first  acquainted  witli  Sir  Joiin.s  Moore  [His  Majesty's  Surveyor  of 
the  Ordnance],  who  presented  me  with  Mr.  Townley's  micrometer,  and  under- 
t«X)k  to  furnish  me  with  telescope  glasses  at  moderate  rales.  I left  monies  in 
Mr.  Collins’s  hands  to  pay  for  them  : and  in  ray  return  visited  Dr.  Barrow,  and 
Mr.  Newton,  the  Lucasian  Professor  of  Mathematics  at  Cambridge  * ; and  Dr. 
Wroe,  then  a fellow  of  Jesus  College  there,  with  whom  I corresponded  fre- 
quently the  four  following  years.  Kntered  myself  at  Cambridge  in  Jesus 
College. 

Altout  this  time  Mr.  Newton  was  engaged  in  experiments  about  Light  and 
Colours,  and  the  improvement  of  telescopes  ; of  which  I had  some  ai-couiit  sent 
me  by  Mr.  Collins : though  his  theory  and’  the  description  of  his  new  contrived 
telescoite  came  not  out  till  February  1671-2;  when  it  was  published  in  the 
7Von*ncti««»,  No.  80. 

I could  not  at  first  yield  to  this  theory : but,  upon  trial,  foiuid  all  the  expe- 
riments succeeded  as  he  related  them ; which  feept  me  silent  and  in  suspense. 
For,  I could  never  think  that  whiteness  was  a compound  of  all  the  different 
sorts  of  rays  of  light  mixed  ; becau.se  I found  always  that  what  he  called 
whiteness  was  only  sun-light,  or  solar  rays : and  that  when  the  rays,  which  he 
called  whiteness,  were  mixed  with  the  blue,  they  formed  a green ; which 
showed  they  were  of  the  nature  of  yellow. 

My  first  telescojte  gla.s.«es  were  not  procured  me  till  about  Michaelmas  1670 : 
but  the  eye-glasses  suited  not  with  them.  And  both  Mr.  Jonas  Moore  and 
Mr.  Collins  having  employments  that  kept  them  continually  in  business,  1 could 
not  procure  such  eye-glasses  for  them  till  the  next  autumn  1671.  [Here  the 
description  of  Mr.  Townley's  micrometer  is  to  be  inserted  ; with  the  tables  for 
turning  the  revolves  and  parts,  into  minutes  and  seconds : as  also  the  figures 
and  descriptions  of  my  own,  with  the  like  tables  f.] 

In  the  mean  time,  some  affairs  of  my  father's  requiring  it,  in  the  month  of 
June  this  year  I made  a journey  into  Lancashire,  and  called  at  Townley,  to 
visit,Mr.  Christopher  Townley,  who  happened  to  be  then  in  London.  But,  one 

* In  MSS,  Tot.  17,  mentioned  in  page  4,  Flamsteed  aaya  that  in  the  year  1674  was  **  my  fut 
“ acquaintance  with  Sir  Isaac  Newton  at  Cambridge,  occasioned  by  my  fixing  the  microscope,  which 

**  he  could  not ; the  object-glaaa  being  forgot  by  him.**  Probably  the  visit  mentioned  in  the  text 
w'os  oue  of  mete  ceremony,  and  might  not  be  considered  by  him  aa  amounting  to  a claim  of  friend- 
ship. F.  B. 

t This  passage,  within  brackets,  is  written  on  the  opposite  page,  in  the  original  manuscript.  The 
description  of  the  micrometer  still  exists,  and  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  43.  F.  B. 
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of  his  domestics  kiudly  received  me.  and  showed  me  his  instruments,  and  how 
liis  micrometer  was  fitted  to  his  tubes ; and  from  tliis  time  forward  we  often 
conferred  by  letters.  I procured  Mr.  Oa.scoigne’s  and  Crabtree’s  jiapers  from 
him  * ; and  Mr.  llorrox’s  tlieory  of  the  moon,  to  which  he  had  begun  to  fit 
some  numbers  ; but  perfected  none  tliat  I remember. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  Horrox's  remains  and  ol>servations,  having  Iteen  col- 
lected by  Dr.  Wallis,  were  in  the  press.  [I  founri  his  theory  (of  which  a correct 
copy  had  fallen  into  my  hands)  agree  much  ladter  with  my  observations  than 
any  other.  Hereupon  I fitted  numbers  to  it,  which  with  an  explanation  of  it 
were  printed  with  his  worksf.]  Mr.  Collins  ailvised  me  to  print  my  discourse 
concerning  the  Equation  of  natural  days  with  them ; whicli  I consented  to  do ; 
and  sent  it  up  to  him  for  that  purpose,  translated  into  Latin. 

[In  March  1671  si!t  up  a ]>ole  to  raise  my  glasses,  at  Derby  J.]  It  was 
October  1671  before  I could  get  my  tubes  and  inicromefers  in  good  order  for 
observations.  I had  no  pendulum  movement  to  measure  lime  with  : they  being 
not  common  in  the  country  at  that  time.  But,  I took  the  heights  of  the  stars, 
for  finding  the  true  time  of  my  observations,  by  a wood  quadrant  about  eighteen 
inches  radius,  fi.xed  to  the  side  of  my  seven  foot  telescope ; which  I found  j>er- 
fomicd  well  enough  for  my  pur[K>se. 

For,  I had  before  resolved  not  to  attempt  anything  that  lay  out  of  my  power, 
or  for  which  I had  not  made  such  provision  as  might  probably  afford  me 
success  : and  therefore  I resohanl  to  confine  myself  to  such  observations  as 
required  no  very  accurate  knowledge  of  the  times.  Such  were  the  diameters  of 
the  luminaries ; small  distances  of  the  fixed  stars ; the  greatest  elongations  of 
Jupiter’s  satellites,  &c. ; which  might  be  of  use  to  me  in  the  further  ])rogres8  of 
my  astronomical  studies.  To  such  as  these  1 confined  myself  at  first : and  that 
Good  Providence,  that  had  designed  greater  things  to  be  afterwards  done  by 
me,  gave  me  success  beyond  my  ho]ies  or  expectations  Having  determined 

• A long  account  of  the  contents  of  thcac  papers  is  given  in  MSS,  vol.  40,  page  18,  &c.  F.  B. 
t 'This  part,  within  brackets,  is  taken  from  page  91  of  the  paper  enUtlcd  Calum  BriUanicvm, 
mentioned  in  page  4.  F.  B. 

1 This  part,  nitbin  brackets,  is  taken  from  MSS,  vol.  11,  mentioned  in  page  4.  F.  B, 

§ In  a letter  dated  Oct.  24, 1105,  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  38,  (the  superscription  of  which  is  tom 
off,)  Flamsteed  says,  “ The  Derby  measures  of  the  sun’s  and  moon’s  diameters,  and  small  distances 
“ of  fixed  stars,  &c.,  I take  to  be  very  aerurate.  For  I had  good  leisure  to  examine  my  nice  instni- 
“ ments  often  and  carefully.”  Sec  a MS  tract  which  he  wrote  on  the  apparent  diameters  of  the 
planets,  in  MSS,  vol.  41,  page  220.  F.  B. 
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the  diameters  of  the  sun,  in  his  apogee  and  perigee,  I saw  the  excentricity  of 
the  earth’s  orh  was  bisected.  And  observing  the  moon’s  diameters  in  her 
appulse  to  the  Pleiades  Novem.  6tli,  1671,  when  she  was  near  the  opposition  of 
the  sun,  and  again  February  23rd,  1672,  when  she  was  not  far  from  her 
quartile,  I found  that  whereas  the  visible  diameter  ought,  according  to  the 
lunar  theories  of  Bullialdus,  Wing,  and  Street,  to  have  been  greater  at  the 
quartile,  or  latter  time,  by  alrout  45"  than  at  the  opjiosition  in  November,  on 
the  contrary  it  was  less  by  alwut  1'.  20".  ^\’liich  showed  that,  from  the  opposi- 
fron  to  the  quartile,  she  removed  from  the  earth : whereas  their  theories  made 
her  approach  nearer  to  it,  making  her  diameters  bigger  at  the  quartile  than  at 
the  opposition  by  1'.  30" ; and  that  they  erred  also  very  sensibly  in  her  visible 
place. 

But,  enquiring  her  visible  place  and  diameters,  by  the  tables  1 hud  fitted  to 
Mr.  Horrox's  lunar  theory.  I found  her  place  agree  nearly  ; and  her  diameter 
at  the  full  moon  bigger  than  at  the  quadrature  by  about  50"  : which  convinced 
me  that  Bullialdus’s,  Wing’s,  and  Street’s  theories  were  erroneous ; and  Horrox’s 
near  the  truth.  I did  not  then  think  the  theory  perfectly  agreeable;  for  I 
found  a dissent  in  my  observations  from  it,  by  reason  I bad  nut  yet  attained  the 
knowledge  of  a further  necessary  diminution  of  her  diameters  depending  on  her 
distance  from  tlie  sun,  witli  which  Mr.  Newton’s  corrections  and  emendations 
of  that  theory  have  furnished  me  since.  These  observations  I imparted  to  Jlr. 
Oldenburg,  with  the  same  remarks  upon  them ; which  occasioned  their  joint 
desires  that,  now  Mr.  Horrox’s  remains  were  in  the  press.  I would  add  the 
tables  I hud  fitted  to  his  theory,  with  an  explication  of  the  theory  itself,  and 
directions  to  calculate  the  moon’s  places.  &c..  by  the  tables : which  I willingly 
did.  fitting  the  radixes  of  my  mean  mofrons  to  the  meridians  both  of  London 
and  Derby,  where  I then  thought  my  abode  fixed,  and  hoped  to  carry  on  my 
observations  to  greater  accuracy : for  which,  in  my  thoughts,  I was  frequently 
forecasting. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1672  I excerpted  several  observations  from  Mr. 
(lascoigne’s  and  Crabtree’s  letters,  that  had  not  yet  been  made  public ; which  I 
had  turned  into  Latin,  and  resolved  to  publish  in  the  first  volume  of  Celestial 
Observations  taken  at  the  Observatory.  Amongst  Mr.  Gascoigne’s  letters  I 
found  some  wherein  he  showed  how  the  images  of  remote  objects  were  formed 
in  the  distinct  base  of  a convex  object  glass.  From  these  I got  my  dioptrics 
in  few  hours;  having  read  Descartes’  Dioptrics  before,  but  learnt  little  by 
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them  I>ecau8c  he  discourees  luit  of  this  subject ; Ids  main  business  being  to 
show  how  by  el)i]itical  or  hyperbolical  glasses  all  the  rays  of  light  that  fall  on 
tlie  object  parallel  to  the  axes  may  l>e  collected  into  one  |K>int  of  the  image  in 
the  distinct  base,  sup|iosing  all  the  rays  of  light  of  the  same  sjiecies  and  liable 
U>  the  same  law  of  refraction ; which  yet  Mr.  Newton  demonstrated  they  were 
not,  by  many  cxjterinients  published  in  this  year’s  Transactions : and  tlds  is 
the  only  thing  that  I can  perceive  for  which  Descartes’  Dioptrics  have  been  so 
celebrated.  I finished  my  transcript  of  Mr.  Gascoigne’s  papers  May  13th, 
1673.  The  s|Kire  hours  of  the  remaining  |>art  of  the  year  were  employed  in 
my  observations,  as  the  weather  sufl'ered  me ; in  preparing  advertisements  of 
the  Appulses  of  the  moon  and  planets  to  fixed  stars  for  the  following  year ; 
winch  were  printed  by  Mr.  Oldenburg  in  his  Transactions,  with  some  observa- 
tions of  the  planets  I imjiarted  to  him. 

M’hilst  I was  enquiring  for  the  planets’  appulses  to  the  fixed  stars  by  the  help 
of  Heckcr's  ephemerides,  I found  that,  in  September,  1673,  the  planet  Mars, 
then  newly  jiast  his  perihelion  and  op|K>sition  to  the  sun,  would  pass  amongst 
three  contiguous  fixed  stars  in  the  water  of  Aquarius : and  that,  by  reason  he 
was  then  very  near  the  earth,  this  would  be  the  most  convenient  op]>ortunity, 
that  would  be  afforded  of  many  years,  for  determining  his,  and  consccjuently  the 
sun’s  horizontal  parallax.  I drew  up  a monilum  of  this  aji]M'arance,  and  sent 
it  with  a letter  to  Mr.  Oldenburg,  who  jirinted  it  in  his  Transactions,  No.  86. 
August  19th,  1672  : having  before  sent  my  admonition  into  France,  where  the 
gentlemen  of  their  Academy  took  care  to  have  it  observed  in  several  places. 
My  father’s  affairs  caused  me  to  -take  a journey  into  Lancashire,  the  very  day 
I had  designeil  to  begin  my  obsen-ations : but  God’s  Providence  so  ordered  it 
that  they  gave  me  an  opjiortunity  to  visit  Towidey,  where  1 was  kindly  re- 
ceived and  entertained  by  Mr.  Tomilcy,  with  whose  instruments  I saw  Mars 
near  the  middlemost  of  the  three  adjacent  fixed  stars  *.  My  stay  in  Lan- 
cashire was  short : at  my  return  from  thence,  I took  his  distances  from  two  of 
them  at  distant  times  of  the  night  j'.  Whence  I determined  his  parallax  then 
25",  e<|Ual  to  his  visible  diameter ; which  therefore  must  be  its  constant 
measure;  and  consequently  the  sun’s  horizontal  parallax  not  more  than  10". 
Tliis  I gave  notice  of  in  the  Transactions,  No.  96:  and  the  French,  soon  after, 

* These  obscrvaliooa  of  Mar*  are  reconteit  in  MSS,  vol.  39,  page  115,  and  vol.  40,  page  76 ; and 
arc  printed  in  the  Historia  Cwtestis,  vol.  I,  page  15.  F.  B. 

t See  iheac  obaervationa  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Historia  Cmlestis,  page  16.  F.  B. 
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declared  that  from  their  observations  they  had  found  the  same.  Whether  they 
will  give  such  exactness,  I leave  to  those  who  are  skilful  in  these  things  to 
determine  *. 

It  was  this  year  that  the  French  sent  Monsieur  Richer  to  observe  the  southern 
fixed  stars  at  Cayenne;  where  he  also  observed  this  transit  of  Mars  amongst 
the  three  fixed  stars  in  the  water  of  Aquarius.  His  observations  are  printed 
in  the  Voyages  Astronnmiques ; from  whence  I have  transcribed  them  to  be 
printed  after  my  own  in  the  end  of  this  Preface  f . I hiive  altered  the  method 
in  which  they  are  published,  purposely  to  bring  them  into  less  room  and  better 
order  for  the  service  of  thasc  that  have  occasion  to  make  use  of  them. 

In  the  same  Transactions  were  printed  some  observations  of  the  greatest 
elongations  of  Jupiter's  satellites  from  him;  whereby  the  diameters  of  their 
orbits  were  deternuned  in  such  parts  as  Jupiter's  is  one.  The.se  I found  larger 
than  Signor  Cassini  had  determined  them,  in  his  Satellite  Tables,  1668 : but  I 
suspect  them  less  than  the  real  truth,  by  reason  that  the  diameter  of  the  planet 
Hp|K!ars  bigger  than  it  is,  by  reason  of  the  breadth  of  the  pupil  of  the  eye. 

In  the  mouth  of  March  of  the  following  year,  1673,  from  the  observations  of 
Jupiter's  distances  from  the  9th  of  Virgo,  or  the  last  of  the  four  in  the  left 
wing,  I determined  the  greatest  inclination  of  the  orbit  of  Jupiter  to  be  less 
than  the  latitude  of  tliis  star,  by  26'  40"  J.  Its  latitude  in  my  new  catidogue 
is  1’  46'  10"  south:  whence  the  greatest  inclination  of  his  orbit  will  be 
r 19'  30''.  These  observations,  with  the  process  whereby  it  was  determined, 
were  printed  by  Mr.  Oldenburg  in  his  Transactions,  No.  94,  for  May  19,  1673. 

It  was  this  year  also,  as  I remember,  I wrote  a small  tract  in  English  § con- 
cerning the  true  diameters  of  all  the  planets,  and  their  visible,  when  at  their 
nearest  distance  from  our  Earth,  or  their  greatest  remove  from  it ; which  I sent 
to  Mr.  Newton  in  the  year  1685,  who  has  made  use  of  it  in  the  4th  book  of  his 
Principia. 

From  some  observations  of  the  ecli)>ses  of  Ju]iiter's  Satellites  made  this  year, 
their  mean  motions  were  corrected  by  me : those  of  M.  Cassini,  published  in 
the  year  1668,  and  imparted  to  me  by  Mr.  Townley,  having  showed  themselves 
very  faulty. 

* FlaiuBtced  drew  up  a pa]>cr  on  this  subjects  in  the  form  of  a letter  to  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  dnicd 
Derby,  April  11,  1614,  which  a inserted  in  MSS,  vol.  . There  is  also  the  fragment  of  another 
letter  to  Mr.  Townley  on  the  same  subject,  dated  Jan.  15,  1673-4,  in  MSS,  vol.  45.  F.  B. 

t They  arc  nut  given  in  the  MS  from  which  this  ia  copied.  F.  D. 

I See  thcae  obaervatioua  in  the  brat  volume  of  the  Historia  CteiestUy  page  18.  F.  B. 

§ See  the  note  in  page  30.  F.  B. 
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Sir  Jmias  Jltmrc  sometimes  wrote  to  me;  and,  in  his  letters*,  testified  the 
pleasure  he  took  in  the  suceess  of  my  endeavours,  and  in  what  I imparted  to 
Mr.  Oldenburg,  and  was  printed  by  him  in  the  Philosojjiicat  Transaction*. 

liy  Mr.  Olilenburg'a  means  I changed  some  letters  with  .M.  Cassini.  Having 
no  longer  glas.ses  yet  than  of  thirtwm  feet,  I hud  not  taken  notice  that  the  body 
of  Jupiter  was  not  jK-rfeetly  round  ; and  in  one  of  my  letters  utfirmeil  that,  to 
me,  he  appeared  always  round,  which  he  took  notice  of ; and  which  iraused  me 
to  consider  him  more  attentively.  And,  in  my  view  aftenvarils  in  the  same 
glass  of  thirteen  feet,  I saw  1 hail  reason  to  sus|a-ct  my  hmlless  assertion ; 
and,  when  I came  to  employ  longer  gla.sses,  that  he  was  (us  Cassini  had 
asserted)  oval. 

Ifcsides  the  observations  I imparted  to  Mr.  Oldenburg,  I took  others  that 
might  l>e  of  use  to  me  afterwards  : though,  because  the  times  were  not  so 
accurate  a.s  I thought  was  requisite,  I did  not  publish  them  f . 

In  1673,  liesides  my  usual  task,  1 wrote  an  Epliemeris,  wherein  I showed  the 
falsity  of  Astrology,  and  the  ignorance  of  tliose  who  pretended  to  it{  ; wherein 
1 gave  a table  of  the  mism's  risings  and  settings,  carefully  calculated  ; together 
with  the  eclipses  and  appulses  of  the  m<K>n  and  planets  to  fi.ved  stars.  This 
fell  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  for  whom  (at  his  request)  I made  a 
table  of  the  moon’s  true  southings  for  that  year.  From  which,  and  Mr.  Phillips's 
theory  of  the  tides,  the  high-water  being  made,  he  found  they  showed  the  times 
of  the  turn  of  the  tides  very  near : whereas  the  ordinary  seamen’s  coarse  rules 
would  err  sometimes  two  or  three  hours.  It  was  the  summer  of  the  following 

• Some  of  iheae  letlers  have  been  preserved  by  Flamalccd,  and  are  to  be  found  bound  up  in  MSS, 
vol.  31).  The  firat  of  them  ia  dated  March  1,  1G73-4,  and  contains  the  fuUowing  passage : — “ I am 
I*  resolved,  God  willing,  further  to  aasiat  you  with  cither  Irooka  or  instruments,  as  you  will  please  to 
call  for  them.  1 am  ashamed  such  hopes,  as  we  might  have  from  you,  should  be  discouraged  by 
your  charges  and  pains : so  little  encouragement  is  there  for  poor  .\BtronumT.  Therefore  to  lessen 
“ your  labour  1 have  proposed  you  will  choose  such  a person  as  may  he  cajiable  to  do  it,  to  be 
“ attendant  u[>on  you  aud  commanded  by  you ; and  to  make  observations  and  to  write  and  compute 
'*  as  you  direct.  And  to  such  I will,  during  my  life,  bind  nirscif  to  pay  rClO  per  annum  ; and  1 
“ question  not  to  get  i/10  per  annum  more.  For  Mr.  Thcrebum  and  Capl.  Geo.  Wharton,  both  in 
“ the  Tower,  are  willing  to  give  £h  per  annum,  each,  more.”  F.  B. 

t .After  he  left  Derby,  he  wrote  a letter  to  Sir  Jonas  Moore  relative  to  the  stale  and  progress  of 
his  observations  there,  which  is  given  in  the  Appendix  No.  4.  F.  B. 

J In  MSS,  vol.  18,  page  2,  Flamsteed  has  drawn  the  hurusco|>c  of  the  heavens  at  the  moment  of 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  Royal  Observatory  on  .Aug.  10, 1675 : in  the  interior  of  W‘hich  he  has 
written  in  pencil  Risum  teneatiSi  amki.  The  horoscope  is  given  in  Mr.  Hone’s  A'rery-fJay  BooA, 
mentioned  in  page  4-  F.  B. 
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year,  1671,  that  I came  to  Loudon,  in  my  way  to  Cambridge*  ; whitlier  Sir 
Jonas  Moore  (hearing  of  my  intent)  invited  me,  and  where  lie  received  me  very 
kindly  f : told  me  how  acceptable  a true  account  of  the  Tides  would  lie  to  his 
then  Majesty  King  Charles  II ; offered  me  the  help  of  his  servant  to  make  this 
table  or  any  other  work  of  the  like  nature.  M'e  resolved  together  to  eomjiose 
a small  ephemeris  for  His  Majesty’s  use:  which  was  set  upon,  and  in  good 
part  finished,  before  Midsummer  ; but  not  completed  till  near  Christmas  after, 
by  reason  that  I returned  to  Derby  about  Michaelmas. 

Sir  Jonas  heard  me  often  discourse  of  the  weathcr-glas.«e8  or  barometer  ; and 
the  certainty  of  judging  of  the  weather  by  it.  I had  seen  one  of  them  at 
Townley  ; and  Mr.  Townley  had  told  me  his  observations  and  rules  deduced 
from  them  : wliicli  caused  me  to  set  up  one  at  Derby,  where,  for  three  years 
together  before  this,  I had  noted  three  times  a day  commonly  the  height  of  the 
mercury  in  the  barometer,  and  of  a tinged  spirit  in  the  thermometer ; and 
found,  considering  our  different  situations,  that  Mr.  Townley's  remarks  agreed 
very  well  with  mine,  which  were, — iflrst,  that  upon  every  sinking  of  the  mercury, 
the  air  was  more  moved,  and  that  either  wind  or  rain  followed  ; not  the  same 
day  always,  but  one,  tw'o,  or  three  days  after,  according  to  the  time  and  height 
it  had  been  stationary  at.  Something  of  this  had  been  noticed  by  Mr.  Boyle, 
but  not  prosecuted,  by  rea.«on  that  daily  watching  its  motions  and  noting  them 
was  |ierhap8  thought  a trouble  that  such  a trifle  as  the  W'eather-glass  deserved 
not.  But,  now,  at  Sir  Jonas’s  request,  I set  him  up  a pair  of  these  glasses, 
and  left  him  materials  for  making  more.  It  had  been  long  settled  fair  weather 
when  I left  Ijondon : soon  after  that,  my  glasses  l)cgnn  to  sink,  but  no  rain 
followed  till  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after.  This  made  him  esteem  his  glasses  and 
rules  very  much;  of  which  informing  the  King  and  Duke  of  5'ork,  he  was  ordered 
to  fit  them  with  them,  the  next  day ; which  he  did,  together  with  my  directions 
for  judging  of  the  weather  from  their  rise  or  lalliugs.  He  had  showed  them 
my  telescopes  and  micrometer  before  ; and  whenever  he  iicquainted  them  wdth 
anything  he  had  gathered  from  my  di.scourse,  told  them  freely  it  was  mine. 
Whereby  he  confirmed  them  in  their  just  opinion  of  his  sincerity  and  candour; 

* On  May  3 he  was  in  London;  and  on  May  29  at  Cambridge.  F.  B. 

t In  the  letter  quoted  in  page .34,  Sir  Jonaa  writes  thus: — “ I rejoice  much  that  I may  again 
“ hope  to  aec  you ; and  do  with  all  earneatneea  beg  from  you  that,  whilst  you  stay  at  London,  you 
“ will  make  my  house  your  abode.  I have  a quiet  house ; a room  fitted  for  you,  and  another  for 
“ your  servant ; and  1 have  a library  and  all  things  else  at  your  command.**  This  invitation  is 
repeated  moat  presaingly  in  two  sulnc<|uent  letters.  F.  B. 
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KLAvSTteo’s  H'utory  of  his  own  Life. 

prevetitcd  all  envious  reflections  on  himself,  which  courtiers  are  too  apt  to  make, 
to  prevent  others  from  enjoying  more  of  their  Prince’s  favour  than  themselves ; 
and  procured  me  more  than  ordinary  regards  from  them,  and  others  of  our 
nobility  and  gentry  about  the  Court,  that  was  very  useful  to  me  both  during  his 
life  and  after  his  tlecease. 

Having  taken  my  degree  of  A.  M.  at  Cambridge  *,  I designed  to  take  orders 
as  soon  as  1 conveniently  could,  and  to  settle  in  a small  living  near  Derby, 
which  I knew  was  in  the  gift  of  a friend  of  my  father's,  iiml  M ould  be  at  his 
dis|H>sal ; and  therefore  I M ent  to  Okehain,  in  order  to  proceed  to  I’l'tcrlxtrough 
at  Christinas  for  that  purpose.  Hut  the  Gissl  Providence  of  (iod,  that  had 
ilesigned  me  for  another  station,  onlered  it  otherMise  : there  Mas  no  ordination 
there.  In  the  mean  time  Sir  Jonas  Sltwre,  having  taam  informed  of  my  intent, 
M'rote  to  me  to  return,  as  sikiii  as  I could,  to  Ijondon  f ; where  he  doubted  not 
but  I should  find  encouragement  for  my  studies  to  my  satisfaction ; and  invited 
me  to  make  use  of  his  house  as  formerly.  I returned  at  Candlemas  follotring 
[February  2]  1674-d,  and  Mas  very  kindlf  and  cordially  entertained  by  him. 
He  had  designed  an  employment  for  me,  M’herein  I might  have  l>eeu  helpful  to 
his  son,  for  M'lioin  he  had  procured  the  reversion  of  his  place : M hich,  though  in 

* Thif  wu  on  June  S,  1674,  lie  had  arrived  in  London  May  2,  and  went  to  Cambridge  on  the 
29th,  where  he  took  his  d^rcc.  He  rcUimed  to  Ijondon  on  July  13;  left  it  on  Augutt  17;  and 
got  to  Derby  on  Augxiat  29.  During  bii  stay  in  Londou,  he  wa^  at  the  houae  of  Sir  Jouaa  Moore 
ill  the  Tower.  F.  B. 

+ By  a letter  fmm  Sir  Jonas  Moore  to  Flamsteed,  dated  Oct.  10, 1674,  ami  \*rcaerved  in  MSS, 
Tol.  36,  it  appears  that  Sir  Jouas  proposed  to  6t  up  a huusc  at  Clielsea  as  an  observatory,  ami  to 
appoint  Flamsleeil  to  the  care  of  it.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  following  extract  the  Minute* 
Book  of  the  Councii  of  the  Royal  Society : viz. 

**  Octol)cr  19,  1674,  Mr.  Hook  acquainted  the  Council  that  Sir  Jonas  Moore  had  been  with  him 
**  at  Chelsea  Collq^,  and  made  an  overture  of  engaging  a gardener  (a  sulhcicni  mwi)  to  take  a lease 
of  the  house,  and  land  about  it;  allowing  withal  to  the  Society  a {wwer  to  make  hortulan  experi- 
**  ments  there:  as  also  to  build  an  astronomical  observatory;  which  latter,  the  said  Sir  Jonas  Moore 
**  himself  would  undertake  to  do,  at  his  own  charge,  to  the  vali«  of  i*l50  or  X‘200.** 

This  proposition  was  well  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  Mr.  H<M)k  desired  to  prosecute  the  busi* 
**  ness  by  urging  Sir  Jonas  Moure  to  proceed  further  in  that  affair.** 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Chelsea  College  was  then  the  |iro]»erty  of  the  Royal  Society.  The 
neguliatiou  with  Flanisteed  appears  to  have  been  carried  on : for  in  another  letter,  preserveil  in 
the  same  volume,  dated  Dec.  15,  1674,  Sir  Jonas  writes  thus : — " I desire  to  sec  you  at  the  Tower, 
“ where  you  will  be  extremely  welcome  to  all  of  us,  and  where  you  may  look  after  such  inwnimenta 
“ as  are  needful  for  observation ; ami  question  not,  long  before  we  are  satiated  with  your  cumpanv, 
“ we  shall  have  provision  made  for  your  future  maintenance.**  F.  B. 
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nutliiug  like  liis  futlier,  lie  enjoyed  for  the  fciv  years  he  lived.  But,  liudiug 
that  I persisted  in  my  resolution  to  take  orders,  and  that  his  son’s  temi>er  was 
sucli  as  would  make  me  as  uneasy  as  himself,  he  did  not  dissuade  me  *.  March 
the  4th  following,  he  brought  me  a warrant  that  designed  me  the  King’s  Astro- 
nomer, with  the  allowance  of  only  £100  per  annum,  payable  by  the  Olfice  of 
Ordnance,  to  commence  from  the  Michaelmas  before  f ; and  the  Easter  follow- 
ing I took  orders  at  Ely  house,  at  the  hands  of  Bishop  Gunning,  who  ever  after 
conversed  with  me  friendly  and  freely,  and  would  freijuently  discourse  with  me 
of  the  new  philosophy  and  opinions,  though  himself  had  alwavs  maintained  the 

oldt- 

Betwixt  my  coming  up  to  London,  and  Easter,  an  accident  happened  that 
hastened,  if  it  did  not  occasion,  the  building  of  the  Observatory.  A French- 
man, that  called  himself  Le  8ieur  dc  St.  Pierre,  having  some  small  skill  in 
astronomy,  and  made  an  interest  with  a French  lady,  then  in  favour  at  Court  J, 
pro|>osed  no  less  than  the  discovery  of  the  Longitude : and  had  procured  a 
kinil  of  Commission  from  the  King,  to  the  J^ord  Brouncker,  Dr.  M’ard  (Bishop 
of  Salisbury),  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  Sir  Charles  Scarliorough,  Sir  Jonas 
Moore,  Col.  Titus,  Dr.  Pell,  Sir  Kobert  Murray,  Mr.  Hook,  and  some  other 
ingenious  gentlemen  alxiut  the  town  and  Court,  to  receive  his  proposals ; with 
poiver  to  elect,  and  to  receive  into  their  number,  any  other  skilful  persons:  and, 
having  heard  them,  to  give  the  King  an  account  of  them,  with  their  opinion 
whether  or  no  they  were  practicable,  and  would  show  what  he  pretended.  Sir 
Jonas  Moore  carried  me  with  him  to  one  of  their  meetings,  where  1 was 
chosen  into  their  numlier;  and,  after,  the  Frenchman’s  proposals  were  read: 
which  were 

1“.  To  have  the  year  and  day  of  the  oliservations  : 

•J°.  The  height  of  two  stars,  and  on  which  side  of  the  meridian  they  appeared  : 

3°.  The  height  of  the  moon’s  two  limbs : 

4’.  The  height  of  the  pole: — All  to  degrees  and  minutes. 

• Daring  the  few  months  he  was  staying  with  Sir  Jonas  Moore  at  the  Tower,  he  made  several 
astronomical  obaervations,  which  are  recorded  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Hisloria  CaktHs,  pages  26, 
*c.  F.  B. 

t .t  copy  of  the  warrant  for  the  payment  of  thia  salary,  is  given  in  the  Appendix  No.  5.  K H. 

J In  another  MS,  entitled  The  brief  history  of  the  Observatory,  mentioned  in  page  4,  Flamsteed 
says  (page  163)  that  “ a lai^cr  salary  was  designed  him  at  first : but,  on  his  taking  orders,  it  was 
“ sunk  to  this.'*  F.  B. 

§ In  a MS  paper  by  Flamsteed,  entitled  Notes  to  my  state  of  the  Observatory,  mentioned  in  page 
.fi,  it  is  slated  (page  51 ) that  thia  lady  was  the  Duchess  of  Fortsmoulh.  F.  B. 
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It  was  easy  to  perceive,  from  these  demands,  that  the  Sicur  understood  not 
that  tlic  best  lunar  tohles  difl’ered  from  the  heavens  ; ami  that  therefore  his 
demands  were  not  sufficient  for  detenniuing  the  lone;itude  of  the  place,  where 
sueh  observations  were,  or  should  he,  made,  from  that  to  which  the  lunar  tables 
were  fitted  : which  I represented  immediately  to  the  company.  Hut  they,  con- 
sideriiif;  the  interests  of  his  patroness  at  Court,  desired  to  have  him  furnished 
according  to  his  demand.s.  1 undertook  it ; and  having  gained  the  nnxm's  true 
place,  by  observations  made  at  Derby,  Feb.  23,  1072,  and  Xov.  12,  1073, 
gave  him  observations  such  lus  he  dimiamled.  'llie  half-skilled  man  did  not 
think  they  could  have  been  given  him  ; but  cunningly  answered  thry  were 
feigned.  I delivered  them  to  Dr.  Fell,  Feb.  19,  167-1-5;  who  leturning  me 
his  answer  some  time  after,  I wrote  a letter  in  English  to  the  Commissioners, 
and  another  in  Latin  to  the  Sieur*,  to  assure  him  they  were  not  feignial  ; and  to 
show  them  that,  if  they  had  been,  yet  if  we  had  astronomical  tables  that  would 
give  tis  the  two  places  of  the  fixed  stars  and  the  iikkiii's  true  [daces,  both  in  lon- 
gitude and  latitude,  nearer  than  to  half  a minute,  we  might  ho]>e  to  find  the  longi- 
tude of  [daces  by  lunar  observations,  but  not  by  sueh  as  he  demanded.  Hut,  that 
we  were  so  far  from  having  the  [daces  cd'  the  fixed  stars  true,  that  the  Tychonic 
catalogues  often  erreil  ten  minutes  or  more  : that  they  were  uncertain  to  three  or 
four  minutes,  by  reason  that  Tycho  assumed  a faulty  oblii|uity  of  tlie  ecli[itic, 
and  had  employed  only  plain  sights  in  his  observations ; and  that  the  best  lumir 
tables  differ  one-(|uarter,  if  not  one-third,  of  a degree  from  the  heavens ; and 
lastly  that  he  might  have  learnt  better  methods  than  he  [iroposed,  from  his 
countryman  Morinus,  whom  he  had  best  consult  before  he  made  any  more 
demands  of  this  nature.  I heard  no  more  of  the  Frenchman  after  this;  but 
Was  told  that,  my  letters  being  shown  King  Charles,  he  startled  at  the  insertion 
of  the  fixed  stars’  places  being  false  in  the  catalogue;  said,  with  some  vehe- 
mence, "He  must  have  them  anew  observed,  examinerl  and  corrected,  for  the 
" use  of  his  seiimen ;”  and  further,  (when  it  was  urged  to  him  how  necessary  it 
was  to  have  a good  stock  of  observations  taken  for  correcting  the  motions  of  the 
moon  and  planets,)  with  the  same  earnestness  “ he  must  have  it  done."  And 
when  he  was  aske<l  Who  could,  or  who  should,  do  it  ? " The  [>erson  (says  he)  that 
" informs  you  of  them.”  Whercu[jon  I was  appointe<l  to  it,  with  the  incom- 
petent allowance  aforementioned : but  with  assurances,  at  the  same  time,  of 
such  further  additions  as  thereafter  should  be  found  i-ei[uisite  for  currying  on 
the  work. 

• The  draught*  of  these  letters  are  in  MSS,  vol.  50,  K;  at  the  end  of  the  book.  F.  B. 
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Tlie  next  tiling  to  be  thought  of  was  a place  to  fix  in.  Several  were  ]iro|iose<l  : 
as  Hyde  I’ark  and  (’helsea  College.  I « ent  to  view  the  ruins  of  this  latter, 
and  judged  it  might  sene  the  turn : and  the  better,  because  it  was  near  the 
Court.  Sir  Joiia.s  rather  inclined  to  Hyde  Park  ; but.  Sir  Christopher  M'^ren 
mentioning  Greenwich  Hill,  it  was  resolved  on.  'Die  King  allowed  500/.  in 
money ; with  bricks  from  Tilbury  Fort,  where  there  was  a s])are  stock ; and 
some  W(M)d,  iron  and  lead  from  a gatehouse  demolished  in  the  Tower;  and 
encouraged  us  further  with  a promise  of  affording  what  more  should  be  requi- 
site *.  In  .Inly  fidlowing,  I removed  from  his  house,  where  I had  lieen  kindly 
entertained  all  this  summer,  to  (Jreenwich,  to  have  an  eye  upon  the  workmen. 
The  foundation  was  laid  August  10,  1075;  and  the  work  carried  on  so  well 
that  the  roof  was  laid,  and  the  building  covered,  by  Christmas  : of  which  I need 
give  no  descrifitiou,  because  the  figures  of  the  part,  the  ichuography  of  the 
house,  and  several  jirosjiects  of  it.  will  inform  the  reader  better  than  a long 
description  t- 

M'hilst  I lived  at  Sir  Jonas  Mmire’s,  1 contrived  the  large  sextant  of  six  feet 
nine  inches  radius  : but,  because  the  workmen  might  mistake  the  draught.  Sir 
Jonas  caused  it  to  he  foniied  in  wood,  with  its  axles  and  semicircles,  by  the 
Tower  smiths  at  his  own  charge.  'Phe  chief  workman  dying  liefore  the  semi- 
circles were  formed,  I could  not  make  his  successor  to  understand  how  the 
bigger  of  them  might,  and  was  to  be  moved  by  a perpetual  screw : but  forced 
to  suffer  him  to  move  it  by  wheel  work.  But,  liefore  the  lesser  semicircle, 
whereby  the  jilane  of  the  sextant  was  to  be  inclined,  was  ready  to  lie  applied. 

* A copy  uf  the  warrant  for  building  the  Ohaen'atory,  dated  June  22,  1070,  is  given  in  the 
Appendix  No.  6.  It  apjwara  from  a copy  of  the  ImprcM  warrant  in  MSS,  vol.  40,  page  1 19,  that 
the  co«t  of  the  requisite  alterations  and  repairs  amounted  to  £520  9t.  Id.  F.  B. 

t I 6nd,  by  some  MS  notes  in  a copy  of  Dr.  Maskclyne's  observatiuns,  that  this  Observatory  wa.'< 
formerly  a tower  built  by  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  and  repaired  or  rebuilt  by  Henry  VIII. 
in  1 526.  That  it  was  sometimes  the  habitation  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  royal  family ; some- 
times the  residence  of  a favourite  mistress ; sometimes  a prison ; and  sometimes  a place  of  defence. 

Mary  of  York,  Ofth  daughter  of  Edward  IV,  (betrothed  to  the  King  of  Denmark,)  dirtl  at  the 
tower  in  Greenwich  Park  in  1482.  Henry  VIII.  visited  “ a fayre  lady  whom^  he  loved”  here.  In 
Queen  Elixabeth's  time  it  was  called  Mirefteur.  In  1642,  being  then  called  Greenwich  Castle,  it 
was  thought  of  so  much  consequence,  as  a place  of  strength,  that  immediate  stein  were  ordered  to 
be  taken  for  securing  it.  After  the  Restoration,  Charles  11,  in  1675,  pulleil  down  the  old  tower, 
and  founded  on  its  site  the  present  Royal  Observatory, 

In  the  following  page  is  given  the  ground  plan  of  the  buildings,  &c,  of  the  Obaen'story  as  drawn 
by  Flamsteed  himself  in  MSS,  vol.  18,  page  3 : but  it  has  been  much  enlarged  since  Flamsteed’s 
time.  F.  B. 
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Gruimd  Plan  of  the  Royal  Obaervatory  at  Greenwich. 


a-  The  room  for  the  mural  arc. 

A.  The  mom  for  the  aextant. 
c.  A i)CT|)ciMUculer  pole  for  the  moveable  ttlcacopes. 
ti.  The  place  for  keeping  the  telescope  tubes, 
e.  A ttower  garden. 

/.  The  well,  in  which  ohaervationa  were  aometimea  made. 
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he  understood  me,  and  wrought  it  off  so  that  it  performed  very  well.  So  that 
I was  the  less  concerned  for  his  misapprehensions  of  my  6rst  design  : since 
the  wheel-work  performed  well  enough,  except  in  some  particular  cases,  which 
could  seldom  happen,  and  might  be  remedied,  when  they  did,  by  care  and 
caution. 

The  frame  of  the  sextant  being  finished,  with  the  axis  and  semicircle,  the 
brass  limb  was  fitted  on  it,  with  the  telescopes ; and  the  limb  screwed  to  carry- 
the  moveable  index  gently  upon  the  limb,  by  Mr.  Tompion.  But  this  being 
the  first  instrument  that  was  contrived  of  this  bigness  and  manner,  the  cells  for 
bearing  the  glasses  and  threads  were  not  so  neatly  nor  conveniently  formed,  as 
they  have  been  since  in  some  lesser  instruments  of  the  same  sort  that  I have 
contrived  for  my  friends  and  ingenious  ac<|uaintance. 

The  description  and  figure  of  the  Sextant,  to  be  inserted  here  •. 

Mr.  Hook  pretended  to  have  Ireen  the  inventor  of  this  way  of  screwing  the 
limbs  of  instruments,  which  he  published  as  his  own  in  his  animadversions  on 
Hevelius's  Machina  Ccelettie : though  'tis  evident,  from  the  preface  to  Tychit 
Brahfe’s  HUtoria  Calettu,  that  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  was  the  first  contriver 
of  it,  and  that  Mr.  Hook  learnt  it  from  the  said  preface.  He  contending  then 
that  the  account  by  the  revolves  of  the  screw,  and  parts  numbered,  would  give 
the  arcs  observed  much  more  accurately  than  any  diagonal  divisions  could  do, 
Sir  Jonas  was  persuaded  by  him  to  sufier  no  other  divisions,  but  the  revolves  of 
the  screw,  to  be  inscribed  and  numbered  on  the  limb.  I was  sensible  that 
screws  would  wear,  and  that  the  weight  of  the  index,  as  the  plane  of  the 
instrument  happened  to  be  inclined,  would  alter  the  parts  of  the  revolves  consi- 
derably ; therefore  I inscribed  them  close  to  the  edge  of  the  limb,  leaving  room 
enough  for  diagonal  divisions  within,  nearer  the  centre.  And  now  our  next 
business  was  to  find  how  many  revolves,  and  parts  of  the  screw,  would  answer 
to  any  number  of  degrees,  minutes,  and  seconds. 

Close  by  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  which  the  Observatory  stands,  there  is  a 
terrace,  that  had  been  found  very  plain  and  even  when  the  walks  were  made. 
At  the  west  end  of  this  I caused  a frame  to  be  built,  parallel  to  the  plane  of  the 
walk,  whereon  to  lay  the  sextant,  with  contrivances  on  it  to  fix  the  instru- 
ment very  firm  : from  whose  centre,  to  the  other  end  of  the  walk,  by  the  help 
of  strong  pikes  I measured  the  distonce  8762  inches  jirecise.  At  this  distance 

* The  description  and  Egurc  of  the  sextant,  here  alluded  to,  are  not  given  by  Flamsteed  in  this 
MS;  but  in  the  next  division  of  hii  history  (see  page  4d)  will  be  found  some  account  of  it.  F.  B. 
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I (ilarcd  u lou^,  etrong,  Hat  rail,  well  fixed  and  aiipported  : and  having  coniputetl 
how  many  feet  answered  to  a degree,  inarkeil  them  oft'  on  this  rule ; wliieli  was 
made  so  long  as  to  subtend  an  angle  of  five  degrees.  'llien  bringing  the 
threads  in  the  fixed  telescope  to  the  beginning  of  the  divisions,  and  firming  it 
close,  I moved  the  screw ; and  carrying  the  moveable  index  along  the  limb, 
noted  what  revolves  atid  parts  were  marked  by  it  when  the  threads  covered  the 
divisions  of  the  live  next  degrees.  Anil  repeating  these  trials  oft,  and  care- 
fully, made  at  last  the  table  for  turning  the  revolves  and  )iarts  ohserved,  info 
degrees,  minutes,  and  seconds,  which  I made  use  of  in  all  my  observations  of 
this,  and  the  next  following  year  *. 

Whilst  the  Observatory  was  building  and  fitting  up  for  my  habitation,  my 
ijuadrant  and  telescojies  were  kept  at  the  Queen’s  house,  where  with  them  I 
observeil  her  [the  moon's]  appulses  to  the  planets  and  the  fixed  stars,  as  often  a.s 
convenient  op|K>iiunities  oft'ered  themselves;  which  will  be  inserted  after  my 
observations  made  at  Derby,  in  this  preface  t. 

In  the  month  of  .Inly  or  August  this  year,  I also  tiaik  the  angles  of  the  ele- 
vation of  several  parts  of  the  observatory  from  two  stations  in  Friar’s  road  ; 
whereby  I found  that  the  top  of  the  rails  was  elevated  alxrut  182  feet  almve  the 
level  of  the  low  water  of  the  'I'humes 

The  sextant  being  no  projier  instrument  for  determining  the  distances  of  the 
stars  from  the  vertex,  and  conscipicntly  from  the  visible  poles,  by  reason  that  it 
could  not  easily  l)c  fixed  in  the  plane  of  the  meridian,  I very  much  desired  to 
have  a Mural  Arc,  or  semicircle,  allowed  me  for  that  use.  Hut,  the  sextant 
haling  cost  more  than  was  exja-cted,  in  making  and  fitting  up.  Sir  Jonas  Moore 
feared  lest  I should  so  contrive  it  us  to  be  no  less  chargeable.  Mr.  Hook  per- 
sinuled  him  to  leave  the  contrivance  of  a ten  feet  ijuadrant  to  liim,  upon  Ids 
promising  to  frame  it  at  a lesser  charge.  I was  not  to  see  it  till  finished ; when 

* I presume  ihiit  this  is  the  table  in  the  first  vulume  of  the  Historia  Catestis^  page  40.  K.  B. 

t The  observations  made  at  the  Queen’s  house  are  printed  in  tlw  first  volume  of  the  //wtonu 
Cafteitisj  pages  29,  &c.  F.  B. 

f This  accords  nearly  with  the  value  assuincd  by  Capt.  Foster  in  Phil.  Trans,  for  1826,  page  22, 
as  deduced  from  the  Triguuoinelrical  Survey : but  differs  materially  from  the  results  deduced  by 
Capt.  Lloyd  from  actual  levelling,  as  given  in  tlie  Phii.  Trans,  fur  1831,  page  1.34. 

It  may  be  here  mentioned,  in  the  order  of  dates,  that  Flamsteed  was  admitted  a Fellow  of  the 
Roivd  Society  on  Feb.  8,  1636-7.  In  November,  1681,  he  was  elected  into  the  Cmmct'f;  uf  which 
be  continued  a member  tliree  years.  He  was  again  elected  a member  of  the  Ciiuncil  in  November, 
1698;  in  which  he  continued  two  years.  F.  B. 
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I found  it  such  an  one  ns  was  not  likely  to  be  of  use  to  me.  So  that  though  at 
Mr.  lliwk's  instance  it  iviis  fixed  up  and  rectified  by  me,  and  the  brass  studs  on 
the  limb  had  every  five  degrees  marked  out  upon  them,  as  it  required,  yet  I 
could  never  attain  to  any  certainty  with  it,  by  reason  that  the  weight  of  a 
double  index  suffered  not  the  arc  of  five  degrees  to  remain  fixed,  whilst  the 
other  wiis  niove<l  u|H)n  it.  Besides,  l)eing  only  a fourth  part  of  a circle,  had  it 
performed  as  it  ought,  it  could  only  serve  to  observe  those  stars  that  culminated 
on  the  south  meridian  : so  that  all  that  lie  between  the  vertex  and  the  pole 
could  never  be  observed  on  it. 


[Here  ends  the  document,  from  which  the  above  |iortion  of  the  history  is 
taken.  F.  B.] 
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Had  I been  thoroughly  furnished  with  instruments  for  this  purpose  ^the 
Restitution  and  Rectification  of  the  Eiarth’s  motion]  when  I first  sat  down  to 
make  celestial  observations,  the  business  I am  now  setting  upon  hati  been 
perfected  long  ere  this  time.  When  I came  to  inhabit  here  [Greenwich]  I had 
only  a se.\tant  provided  me,  and  two  clocks.  The  sextant  is  of  iron,  tlie  limb 
covered  with  brass  about  half  an  inch  thick  : its  fiducial  edge,  by  a peculiar 
contrivance,  receives  a male  screw  fixed  on  the  end  of  the  moveable  index  ; 
which,  by  the  help  of  a crown  wheel  and  handle,  is  easily  turned  round,  and 
thereby  carries  the  index  gently  along  the  limb,  and  holds  it  immoveable  in  any 
place.  Tlie  revolves  of  this  screw  are  numbered  on  the  face  of  the  limb,  and 
are  readily  turned  into  the  degrees  and  parts  of  a circle  by  the  help  of  a table  I 
made  for  that  purpose,  by  trial  at  land  angles,  before  I mounted  it  on  its  axis 
and  semicircles ; which  was  in  September,  1676  *.  From  that  time  till  Decem- 
ber, 1677,  I had  no  other  divisions  on  the  limb:  but  then,  having  found,  by 
repeated  trials,  that  the  screw  wore,  and  was  not  on  that  account  to  l>e  confided 
in,  I took  the  sextant  down,  and  divided  the  limb  into  degrees  and  minutes, 
atler  the  method  of  Hevelius  and  Tycho;  and  comparing  the  revolves  of  the 
screw  with  the  diagonal  divisions,  I made  a new  large  table  (the  first  in  my 
book  of  numbers  'f)  for  correcting  them.  And  always,  when  1 measured  a 
distance  in  the  heavens,  to  the  degrees  and  minutes  numbered  on  the  diagonals, 
I added  the  revolves  of  the  screw  and  centesimal  parts : whereby  the  small 
faults  it  committed  were  easily  discovered  and  made  apparent ; and  I became 
very  confident  and  assured  of  the  truth  of  my  measures.  For,  if  those  two 
agreed,  it  was  plain  I had  not  erred  in  writing  down  my  observation : if  they 
diflfered,  I rejected  it,  or  noted  it  as  dubious. 

My  pendulum  clocks  were  the  work  of  Mr.  Tompion  J : the  pendulums, 

* From  the  AWf  in  MSS,  vol.  11,  already  mentioned  in  page  4,  it  appears  that  Flamsteed 
entered  into  the  Obaervatory,  to  inhabit  it,  with  T,  Smith  and  C.  Denton  hia  scrvaiita,  on  July  10, 
1616;  and  that  on  Sept.  19  be  began  to  measure  distances  with  the  sextant.  F.  B. 

t 1 have  not  been  able  to  discoter  cither  this  table  or  the  book  : but  I presume  the  table  is  the 
same  as  that  inserted  at  the  end  of  the ^rst  volume  of  the  Historia  Ctrleshs,  page  390,  &c.  F.  B. 

t The  wheel-works  of  these  clocks  appear  (from  a letter  of  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  dated 
Jan.  11,  1611-S,  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  36)  to  have  been  exposed  to  dust  and  the  ojien  air  ; and 
not  inclosed  in  a case,  aa  at  the  present  day.  F.  B. 
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13  feet  long,  make  each  single  vibration  in  two  seconds  of  time;  and  their 
weights  need  only  to  be  drawn  up  once  in  t^'elve  months  For  rectifying 
these,  I had  provided  a quadrant  of  about  3 feet  radius,  which  I brought  with 
me  from  Derby.  It  was  no  very  good  contrivance ; but  with  it,  however,  I 
could  take  the  sun's  or  a star  s height  so  exactly  that  the  differences  betwixt  the 
errors  of  the  clock,  collected  from  4,  5,  and  sometimes  6 several  heights  of  the 
sun  or  a star,  was  scarcely  more  than  \ but  commonly  much  less.  This 
quadrant  I employed  till  June,  1678 ; when.  Sir  Jonas  Moore  having  procured 
me  a neater  that  belonged  to  the  Koyal  Society,  I divided  and  employed  it  till 
October,  1679,  when  the  ill-nature  of  Mr.  Hook  forced  it  out  of  my  hands']'. 
Yet  I lost  nothing  by  it ; for  it  was  so  ill  contrived  by  Kim  that  I could  not 
make  it  perform  better  than  my  first.  And  now  he  obliged  me  to  tliink  of  fitting 
up  one  of  my  own,  of  50  inches  radius,  wherein  by  peculiar  contrivances  I had 
avoided  all  the  inconveniences  I had  met  with  in  his.  This  gives  an  observed 

* These  initniments  were  gixxn  to  him  by  Sir  Joius  Moore,  m will  appear  from  the  aubacquent 
part  of  his  history ; and  also  from  the  following  memorandum  presen-cd  m MSS,  rol.  35,  page  173, 
alluded  to  in  page  5 : viz.—**  I came  to  Greenwich  and  Imd  the  foundation  of  the  Obaervaton' 
**  August  10,  1675.  Was  at  great  expense  during  the  building.  Entered  it  in  July,  1676.  Sir 
**  Jonas  Moore  furnished  me  with  sextant,  the  two  great  clocks,  a telescope  object  glass  of  52  feel, 
**  and  some  books;  which  he  gave  me  before  good  witness,  to  dispose  as  1 thought  fit:  but  with 
**  some  private  intimations  how  he  thought  I might  best  dispose  of  them,  in  case  of  my  removal  or 
“ decease;  which  I have  regarded  in  my  will.  All  my  other  instruments  I made  at  my  own  charge.** 
F.  B. 

t In  another  paper,  entitled  The  brief  hittory  of  the  Obiervotory^  alluded  to  in  page  4,  Flam- 
steed (who  here  writes  in  the  third  person)  says,  **  He  also  burrowed  a small  quadrant  of  the  Royal 
**  Society,  of  Mr.  Hook*s  contrivance,  which  lay  useless  by  them;  which  Mr.  F.  fitted  up,  made 
**  voluble,  and  divided  (as  he  did  all  his  other  instruments)  with  his  own  hands.  But,  soon  afkr 
**  Sir  Jonas  Moore's  death,  Mr.  Hook  got  this  called  for  back.  It  was  returned,  and  lies  useless 
“ ever  since  in  the  repository  of  the  Royal  Society.**  From  an  inspection  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Couna'l  of  the  Royal  Society,  I find  that  on  January  25,  1676-7,  the  itislrumenta  were  lent  to  the 
Royal  Observatory;  and  that  on  September  22,  1679,  they  were  ordered  to  be  returned.  The  fol- 
lowing entry,  relative  to  this  last  step,  is  made  by  Flamsteed  in  his  Observation-book,  MSS,  vol.  1, 
viz. — **  Sept.  26,  1679,  Sir  ChTielophcr  Wren,  Sir  John  Hoskins,  and  Mr.  Hook  came  dov^  to 
**  Greenwich ; and  Mr.  Hook  produced  an  order  to  remove  the  initrurocnts  of  the  Rrnal  Society  to 
*'  Gresham  College.  They  took  away  the  small  quadrant  of  5 inches  with  the  screw  limb,  another 
**  quadrant  with  2 telescopes  on  it,  a dividing  plate,  and  Mr.  Hook's  3-foot  quadrant."  Flamsteed 
might  well  record  (as  he  has  done  in  another  place)  that  “ on  the  death  of  Sir  Jonas  Moore  the 
**  business  of  the  Observatory  languished  for  want  of  a good  support  from  the  Navy  and  Admiralty ; 
**  and  had  sunk,  if  the  Good  Providence  of  God  had  not  blest  the  observator  with  a competent 
**  estate  of  his  own ; and  given  him  resolution  to  cany  it  on  for  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  their 
**  Majesties,  whom  he  has  served  without  any  respect  to  his  own  advantage.*'  F.  B. 
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hei^lit  lo  Imlf  u iniuuto : and  now,  by  it,  I am  sure  of  the  ol)scrve<l  time*  to 
tliree  seconds ; whicii  I could  not  have  ex|)ccted  from  either  of  my  other 
instruments. 

IJesides  these,  I fiirnislicd  myself  with  tubes  and  telesco|ie  ({lasses  of  10  and 
8 feet  loni;  (to  which  I a]tplied  my  micrometers,  and  used  them  fre(|uently  in 
observing  the  moon's  transits  by,  and  over,  fixed  stars,  liefore  the  sextimt  was 
fitted  for  use)  at  my  own  charge.  But  1 design  not  here  to  give  an  account  of 
all  my  instruments  : that  will  require  an  entire  work,  and  shall  he  done  here- 
after in  a ]>eculiar  treatise,  if  G<m1  indulge  us  the  great  blessing  of  jieace,  and 
spare  me  life,  health  and  leisure. 

It  was  requisite  that  I should  have  first  been  furnished  with  one  or  more 
large  wall  quadrants,  fixed  in  the  meridian,  fur  taking  the  meridional  distances  of 
the  sun  and  stars  from  the  vertex;  which  I was  also  promised.  But,  considering 
that  the  sextant  would  l)e  the  much  more  chargeable  instrument,  it  was  resolved 
that  should  be  first  begun  : and,  when  it  was  finished,  the  workman  demanding' 
an  unreasonable  rate  for  his  work,  my  friends  were  afraid  I would  contrive  the 
({uadraut  as  costly  us  the  sextant.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  HiK>k  lioasts  how 
large  and  precise  an  instrument  he  would  make  at  a small  charge ; whereupon 
Sir  Jonas  Moore  allows  him  the  contrivance  of  it.  He  ordcrcfl  it  to  be  made; 
but  with  so  little  circumspection,  that  the  limb  was  two  inclnm  less  than  a 
i|uadraiit ; and  the  double  indexes  so  weighty  and  unmanageable,  tliat  they  could 
never  be  conveniently  counterpoised.  So  that  Sir  Jonas  was  sensible  of  his 
fault;  and  that  this  was  an  instrument  wholly  useless;  though  Mr  Hook 
affirmed,  with  his  usual  confidence,  it  was  well  made.  But  I would  not  make 
it  (what  1 could  not)  usc;ful. 

I was  much  concerned  at  this  mishaj),  and  endeavoured  what  I could  to 
remedy  it ; but  found  all  my  jmins  Iwstowed  in  vain,  by  reason  of  the  great 
weight  of  the  double  index,  and  ill  contrivance  of  the  limb.  1 complained 
often  of  my  want  of  this  instrument  : but  found  still  all  my  complaints  were 
insignificant  in  those  ticklish  times  ; and  therefore  to  remedy  it  began  to  think 
how  I might  obtain  some  meridional  heights  by  the  sextant ; which  I soon 
found  a way  how  to  fix  in  the  meridian ; and,  by  a particular  contrivance, 
whether  it  altered  its  position  whilst  I moved  the  index  from  one  star  to  take, 
another.  My  first  attempt,  of  this  kind,  with  it  was  to  get  the  greatest  heights 
of  some  stars  that  |Kissed  near  the  vertex,  and  thereby  to  find  the  error  of  the 
instrument : my  next,  to  find  the  greatest  and  least  heights  of  the  jmle  star, 
which  I did.  I happily  gained  both  in  DecernWr,  1676  ; and  the  year  following 


Digitized  by  Google 


Third  Division. — From  16T5  to  1683.  47 

at  the  same  time.  Whence  I concluded  the  Bini|dc  latitude  of  the  observatory 
51'  28'  50"  ; hut  correct  by  refraction  51°  ‘28’  10  '. 

But,  finding  it  very  dilBcult  to  keep  the  same  point  of  the  limb  always  per- 
pendicular, by  reason  that,  the  index  Iteing  removed,  its  weight  alters  ; and 
though  the  sextant  lieing  strong  and  weighty  was  formed  as  well  ns  possibly  I 
could,  yet  it  would  give  way  and  yield  some  very  small  but  sensible  part,  so  ns 
to  make  sometimes  above  half  a minute  ilifference  in  the  height  of  the  same  star, 
taken  two  several  nights,  but  immediately  succeeding  one  another, — I grew 
weary  of  this  work.  And  though  I made  some  niimlxT  of  observations  of 
meridional  heights,  I inserted  none  of  them  into  my  catalogues*.  I knew  they 
ought  to  lie  better  determined  : and  I hate  to  recommend  anything  tt)  the 
public,  of  which  I am  not  very  certain.  Coarse  observations,  made  by  honest 
well-meaning  men,  have  more  perplexed  the  astronomer  than  all  their  lalairs 
and  dreams  upon  them  can  make  him  satisfaction  for.  Their  pretty  thoughts 
and  conceits  in  the  theories  are  always  excusable  and  sometimes  to  be  com- 
mended ; but  when  rude  and  ill-manage<l  observations  and  experiments  are 
brought  to  confirm  them,  though  they  may  serve  the  author’s  j)resent  turn,  yet 
they  become  a load  on  the  science,  and  at  last  turn  to  his  shame  and  reproach  ; 
of  which  we  have  two  great  instances  in  Lansberg  and  Riccioli ; not  to  men- 
tion others  of  our  neighlamrs  who  have  seen,  and  1 ho]ic  are  ashamed  of,  their 
faults  of  this  kind. 

I conceivcil  nevertheless  that  I ntight  correct  the  earth’s  motion  (without  the 
true  know'ledge  either  of  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  or  the  exact  places  of  the 
fixed  stars)  from  such  observations  as  I could  make  with  the  sextant  alone.  By 
which,  if  the  sun’s  distances  were  taken  from  the  planet  Jupiter  or  Venus  by 
day,  and  either  of  theirs  from  the  stars  by  night,  his  longitude  from  those  stars 
would  be  given  : and  that  too  perhaps  more  precisely  than  could  be  obtained 
from  his  meridional  heights  ; in  which  an  error  of  24"  would  cause  a minute’s 
error  in  longitude : and  I cannot  conceive  hut  that  his  distances  from  a fixed 
star  might,  by  this  means,  be  determined  to  half  a minute’s  exactness.  ’Tis 
true  the  distances  themselves  are  vitiated  by  refraction,  as  well  as  the  meridional 
heights  : but  I find  that  a small  error  in  the  refraction  of  height  has  little 
influence  on  the  distance,  in  which,  as  I ordered  my  ohservations,  a small  fault 
would  be  wholly  imjierceptible.  For  I ever  took  care  to  have  the  sun  and 

• The  MS  register  of  these  obeervations  will  be  found  in  MSS,  vol.  1 : and  a aynopsia  of  them 
in  vol.  11,  page  37.  F.  B. 
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Venus  in  equal  altitudes,  when  I measured  their  distances : and  the  like  after- 
»*ards,  when  her  distance  was  to  be  taken  from  a fixed  star,  if  possible ; otlier- 
wise  I observed  her  when  she  was  as  high  as  I could  possibly  have  her  at  that 
season.  If  she  was  in  equal  height,  it  will  be  found  that  a degree  difference 
of  her  height  altered  not  the  contraction  sensibly : nor  will  it  be  |>erceptibly 
less  or  greater  if  the  refractions  be  supposed  one  or  two  minutes  more  or  less 
than  the  table  makes  them.  Whence  I concluded  that  I could  not  pitch  upon 
any  better  method  than  this,  for  finding  the  true  place  of  the  earth  inter  fixat, 
and  the  inequalities  of  her  motion  and  place  of  her  aphelion : especially  consi- 
dering that  although  the  refractions  of  altitude  are  the  greatest  ai>d  most 
unequal  near  the  horizon,  the  contraction  of  the  distance  of  any  two  stars,  in 
equal  height,  is  then  the  least.  But,  if  one  of  them  l>e  near  the  zenith  and  they 
are  almost  vertical  to  each  other,  then  the  contraction  is  nearly  equal  to  the 
difference  of  their  refractions  : which  being  small  is  easily  allowed  for,  as  I 
shall  show  more  fully  hareafter. 

The  year  1678  afforded  me  many  convenient  opportunities  for  observations  of 
this  sort : and  though  1 was  often  ill  *,  yet  I made  good  use  of  them,  and 
gained  such  a number  both  of  the  sun's  distances  from  Venus,  hers  from  fixed 
stars,  and  their  meridional  distances  from  the  vertex,  that  I thought  myself 
sufficiently  furnished  for  an  attempt  to  restore  the  earth’s  motion  The  tables 
I had  made  from  'I'ycho's  and  Cassini’s  observations  gave  the  greatest  equations 
of  her  orbit  8 minutes  less  than  Kepler’s  and  his  numbers  made  them.  This 
trial  I knew  would  detennine  the  controversy : and  therefore  though  I resolved 
to  make  use  of  future  opportunities  to  state  the  earth’s  motion  better,  yet  I was 

* At  thiB  early  iieriml  of  Flamsteed’s  labours,  he  appears  to  have  been  much  troubled  with  that 
state  of  constitutional  sicknesa  and  distempera  which  afflicted  him  during  the  whole  of  hit  life : fur 
wc  find  him  thus  wanting  to  Sir  Junaa  Moure,  in  a letter  dated  October  5,  1671,  preserved  in  MSS, 
vol.  36 ; viz. — **  My  diatempera  utick  »o  close  I cannot,  by  any  means  I have  hitherto  used,  remove 
them : nevertheless  I had  observed  the  occullations  and  appulaes  of  late,  but  that  clouds  and  ill 
^ weather  bereaved  me  of  them.  My  headache  is  the  more  troublesome  pain ; but  I more  fear  a 
small  but  constant  cholic  in  my  bowels.**  Again,  In  another  letter  dated  March  5,  1677>8,  pre> 
served  also  in  the  same  volume  of  MSS,  he  speaks  of  his  being  so  constantly  ill  for  several  days 
that  he  could  not  even  examine  the  clocks.  F.  B. 

t Whilst  Flamsteed  was  carrying  on  these  early  observations  at  Greenwich,  he  corresponded  fre- 
quently with  his  friend  and  patron.  Sir  Jonas  Moore ; giving  him  an  account,  from  time  to  time,  of 
his  proceedings.  Twenty  of  these  letters  have  been  preserved,  and  arc  bound  up  in  MSS,  vol.  36  : 
three  of  which  (namely,  those  of  March  7,  1677*8,  April  30,  1578,  and  July  16,  1678)  are  inserted 
in  the  Appendix,  Nos.  7,  8,  9,  for  the  elucidation  of  this  portion  of  his  history.  F.  B. 
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resolved,  for  my  own  satisfaction,  to  begin  now  with  what  stock  I had ; and  accord- 
ingly set  upon  it  in  the  spring  of  1679.  The  place  of  some  one  fixed  star  was 
rerjuisite  for  this  purpose.  I took  tlie  longitude  of  the  bright  star  of  from 
Tycho’s  catalogue,  and  reduced  it  to  that  year  by  allowing  60"  for  the  annual  pre- 
cession * : but  its  latitude  I corrected  by  my  own  meridional  height,  taken  with 
the  sextant.  The  places  of  such  other  stars  as  I had  occasion  to  make  use  of,  I 
corrected  by  their  observed  distances  from  this  star,  and  each  other,  and  their 
meridional  distances  from  the  vertex.  I knew  that  Tycho  had  not  erred  much 
in  detennining  the  place  of  this  star,  which  is  the  ground-work  of  his  catalogue : 
and  that,  if  he  had  erred  more  than  we  can  probably  suppose  him,  the  true 
longitude  of  the  earth’s  aphelion  from  the  first  star  of  Arie»  would  nevertheless 
be  exactly  got,  together  with  the  greatest  ei|uation  of  the  orbit.  For  a small 
error  in  tbc  latitudes  of  the  stars,  or  Venus,  could  not  make  any  sensible  one  in 
calculating  the  longitudes  of  the  sun  from  them  : the  only  fault  would  be  in 
the  equinoxes,  where  the  error  in  the  sun’s  true  place  (t>eing  equal  to  the  error 
in  the  supposed  place  of  the  star)  would  become  more  evident 

* See  hifl  computations  relative  to  this  subject  in  MSS,  voL  41,  page  9 (reckoned  from  the  end 
of  the  volume)  : and  which,  in  fact,  fonn  the  ground-work  of  the  paper  from  which  this  division  of 
the  history  is  taken.  F.  B. 

t It  was  about  this  period  that  Flamsteed,  finding  bis  expenses  too  great  for  his  income,  was 
reduced  to  the  necessit)'  of  entering  on  the  laborious  task  of  a teacher.  For  we  find  the  following 
pasaage  in  a paper  of  memoranda,  mentioned  in  page  5,  and  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  HI  : 
viz. — **  Hired  an  ingenious  youth  to  attend  and  assist  me  in  my  work  : but  finding  I still  wanted 
**  help,  and  my  salary  not  being  sufficient  for  my  cx|)cn8c  in  so  public  a place,  took  young  gentlemen 
**  to  teach ; who  supplied  my  want  of  assistance,  and  a competent  allowance.'*  Again  in  another 
paper  of  memorauda  preserved  in  the  same  volume,  page  173,  he  says — **  In  the  mean  time,  wanting 

assistance,  I took  an  ingenious  young  man  to  be  my  sen'ant,  and  some  young  gentlemen  lo  teach. 
**  I employed  them  in  my  night  observations,  to  tell  the  clock,  write  for  me,  and  such  like  things  as 
**  I might  safely  trust  them  in.  Which  saved  the  public  the  charge  of  a pair  of  necessary  assistants; 
**  and  helped  to  bear  the  farther  unavoidable  charge  of  an  expensive  habitation."  At  the  ei>d  of 
MSS,  vol.  15,  there  is  given  a paper  in  Flamsteed’s  handwriting,  entitled  **  A list  of  my  pupils' 
" names  and  employments,  as  far  as  my  memory  will  serve  me,"  containing  the  names  of  about  140 
persons,  extending  from  the  year  1676  to  1709.  Amongst  them,  we  find  the  names  and  relations 
of  several  of  the  nobility,  (such  as  the  Dukes  of  Marlborough  and  Hamilton,  the  E^rls  of  Essex, 
Lichfield,  &c,  Lords  Castlcton,  ConingsbV)  Dartmouth,  Ferrers,  Guildford,  &c,)  besides  Sir  Wm, 
Husacy,  the  Ambassador  in  Turkey,  Sir  Wm.  Caley,  and  a number  of  captains  of  vessels,  and 
persons  destined  for  the  East  India  service.  I apprehend  that  the  grandson  of  Sir  Jonas  Moore 
was  also  one  of  his  pupils;  but  his  name  is  not  in  the  list  above-mentioned.  There  is  however  the 
following  entry: — " May  13,  1692,  J.  Flamsteed  cognatus  meui;"  which  I consider  of  sufficient 
jm|>orUnce  to  record  in  this  place,  for  a reason  which  is  mentioned  in  the  Preface.  F.  B. 

H 
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This  1 foresaw  might  l>e  remedied  aflerw’ards : for,  by  the  sun’s  meridional 
distances  from  the  vertex,  and  observed  near  either  equinox,  two  times  might  be 
found  wlien  liLs  declinations  from  it  were  the  same.  And,  by  the  tables,  the 
arc  the  earth  had  moved  over  in  the  mean  time  might  be  found  ; half  whose 
excess  above  a semieirele  (if  it  were  more  than  one)  or  half  the  defect  (if  less) 
would  be  lus  true  distance  from  either  etjuiuoctial  point  at  those  times.  Wlience 
the  true  places  of  the  fixed  stars,  and  the  sun’s  longitude  then  from  either 
equinoctial  point  would  be  given.  And  though  the  sextant  wins  not  so  steady 
an  instrument  as  is  requisite  for  this  purpose,  yet  it  was  much  better  to  depend 
upon  it,  than  have  conjectures  till  such  time  as  I could  procure  a fixed  wall 
quadrant  for  this  purpose  ; which  I resolved  to  have,  if  not  at  my  master’s,  yef 
at  my  own  expense,  as  soon  as  I could. 

The  tables  were  finished  that  spring  ; and  the  autumn  following  Sir  Jonas 
Moore  died,  on  the  27th  of  August  [1679],  at  Godaiming  in  Surrey,  in  his 
return  from  Portsmouth  ; with  whom,  in  a manner,  fell  all  my  hopes  of  having 
any  allowauee  of  ex|ienses  fur  making  such  instruments  us  I still  wanteil  *.  He 
left  a book  in  the  press,  which  he  designed  for  the  use  of  the  King’s  boys 
at  Christchurch  Hospital,  which  stuck  without  any  progress  till  one  of  his 
sons  returned  from  Ireland ; who  put  it  fonvard  again,  and  agreed  with  their 
master,  Mr.  Perkins,  and  myself  to  see  it  finished.  Mr.  Perkins  wrote  the 
Navigation  ; myself,  the  Doctrine  of  the  Sphere,  to  which  I added  new  tables 
jiecessury  for  calculating  the  places  of  the  luminaries  and  eclipses.  The  solar 
arc  those  very  numbers  I had  last  made  : the  lunar  are  a correction  of  them  I 
had  formerly  published  with  Mr.  Horrox’s  works  f*  This  labor  being  over  in  the 

• Soon  after  this  event  Flamsteed  addressed  a letter  to  Dr.  Seth  Wartl,  then  Bishop  of  Salisbury, 
dated  Jao.  31,  1619-SO,  relative  to  hia  astronomical  pursuita  and  prospects,  which  ia  inserted  in  the 
Appendix  No.  10.  F.  B. 

t In  order  to  preserve  a continuity  in  the  narrative  of  events,  I would  here  remark  that  in  another 
paper  written  in  the  third  person,  but  with  Flamsteed's  own  hand,  entitled  The  brief  History  of  the 
Ohservaiory,  and  alluded  to  in  page  4,  he  aays,  “ In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1080  and  begin- 
**  ning  of  1681,  the  great  comet  appeared,  and  was  diligently  observed  by  him.  Before  it  hail  ftilly 
**  ceased  to  lx:  seen,  he  drew  all  its  places  observed  by  him  into  a little  table ; which,  with  his 
“ thoughts  concerning  it,  he  imparted  to  a friend  in  Cambridge  in  a long  letter,  wherein  he  showed 
**  that  the  comets  of  November  and  December  were  probably  one  and  the  same.  Tliis  lieittg  shown 
" to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  then  only  Lucasian  Professor  of  Mathematics  there,  he  wrote  a letter  to  Mr. 
**  Flamsteed,  wherein  he  used  some  arguments  to  prove  they  must  be  two  dilTerent  ones,  and  more- 
" over  magisterially  ridiculed  the  contrary  opinion,  for  which  Mr.  Flamsteed  thought  the  arguments 
“ convincing  and  unanswerable.”  Again,  in  another  l>aper,  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  173, 
also  alluded  to  in  page  5,  Flamsteed  says,  **  la  November  and  December  1680,  a comet  appeared. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Third  Divitioti. — From  1675  to  1683. 


51 


spring  of  the  year  1681,  I was  at  leisure  to  prosecute  the  ohsen’stions,  1 was 
eniploye<l  upon  for  rectifying  the  places  of  the  fixed  stars,  and  planets’  motions, 
more  vigorously ; though  in  the  mean  time  I had  l>een  always  mindful  of 
them,  especially  such  as  might  serve  either  to  correct  or  confirm  my  new  solar 
tables. 

But,  finding  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine  tlie  true  longitude  of  the 
equinoctial  |>oints,  from  the  fixed  stars,  without  a fixed  instrument  for  deter- 
mining their  distances  from  the  pole  of  the  world,  and  that  1 could  not  probably 
be  allowed  the  ex|>enses  necessarj’  for  one,  by  the  King,  at  this  time,  I resolved 
to  make  a large  mural  arc  at  my  own  charge.  The  narrowness  of  my  salary 
would  not  afford  me  to  bestow  much  money  on  one  : I began  therefore  to  think 
how  I might  make  it  as  little  chargeable  as  could  bo.  At  last  I resolved  to 
make  it  near  the  same  radius  with  the  sextant,  that  it  might  show  the  meridi- 
onal di.stances  as  exactly  as  that  measures  intervals  in  the  heavens.  I In-gan  it 
in  August  1681 ; and  the  instrument  itself  was  finished  that  year.  But  being 
forcecl  to  make  use  of  an  ill  workman,  who  respected  nothing  but  the  getting 
of  wages  by  his  work,  I found  the  limb  faulty,  and  was  discouraged  from  pro- 
ceeding with  it  that  year.  ITie  next,  it  lay  by  me  also : but,  the  following,  I 

**  I wrote  a letter  to  Mr.  Crompton,  Fellow  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge)  concerning  it  r wherein  1 
**  afBmicd  the  fifo  comets  (as  they  were  commonly  thought)  to  be  wte»and  the  same;  and  described 
**  the  line  of  their  motions,  before  and  after  it  passed  the  sun.  This  was  imparted  to  Mr.  Newton, 
**  who  in  a long  letter  to  Mr.  Crwnpton  far  me,  argued  strongly  that  they  must  be  different  comets. 
“ But  [afterwards],  in  one  to  me.  Sept.  19,  1685,  yielded  that  it  was  probable  they  were  both  the 
“ same.  1 im{>arted  (he  place  of  the  comet,  deduced  from  my  observation,  by  repeated  calculations ; 
**  and  he  published  them  in  the  /Vfncipi'o,  1681 : but  with  slight  acknowledgments  of  ao  laborious 
**  a work.**  Two  of  Newtons  Icttcra  on  this  subject  have  been  long  before  the  public  j having 
been  printed  in  the  General  Dictionary  (mentioned  in  page  3)  under  the  life  of  Newton.  One  of 
them  is  addressed  to  “ Mr.  Crompton  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Flamsteed,”  and  dated  Feb.  28,  1680-81  ; 
the  other  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Flamsteed  himself,  and  dated  April  16,  1681 ; bat  in  neither  of  them 
can  I 6nd  any  foundation  for  Flamsteed's  censure.  Newton  however  afterwards  altered  his  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  this  comet  as  above  statc<l : and  in  his  Principia  (page  494  of  the  hrst  edition, 
1687)  acknowledged  that  Flamsteed  was  right.  The  reader  will  find  a correspondence  on  this  and 
other  astntnomical  subjects,  in  the  General  Dictiorurry  above  mentioned,  between  Newton  and 
Flamsteed,  during  the  years  1685  and  1686 : wherein  the  former  acknowledges  his  ubligatiuns  to 
Flamsteed  for  hit  a.s«istance  in  these  inquiries.  The  dates  of  these  letters  are,  besides  the  two 
above  alluded  to,  as  follow,  viz. 

Sept.  19,  1685,  Oct.  14,  1685,  Jan.  (?),  1686, 

Sept,  25,  1685,  Dec.  30,  1685.  (?)  Sept.  3,  1686. 

These  letters  are  interesting,  as  shovring  us  the  state  of  the  science  at  that  period  ; and  the  good 
understanding  that  then  existed  between  Newton  and  Flamsteed.  F.  B. 
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brought  it  very  near  the  meridian,  fixed  it  there,  and  divided  the  limb  beyond 
the  pole*.  For ’tis  an  arc  of  more  than  140  degrees;  and  I order  it  so  on 
purpose  that  I might  observe  all  the  stars,  visible  in  our  horizon,  on  it  with  the 
same  index.  So  that  if  (as  it  has  hapiiened)  it  should  be  stirred  from  its  first 
position  after  the  rectification,  tliough  it  did  not  show  the  meridional  heights 
exactly,  yet  it  might  give  the  precise  apparent  distance  of  any  star,  observerl  on 
it,  from  the  jxtle.  Which  I find  it  does  as  well  as  1 could  expect ; considering 
how  bad  a workman  wrought  it,  and  how  inconvenient  it  was  to  divide  it.  And 
I am  st>  well  pleased  with  this  part  of  the  contrivance,  that  were  I to  make 
another  to  be  placed  in  its  room,  and  had  all  necessaiy  expenses  (which  I 
account  could  not  exceed  £100)  allow'ed  me,  I should  order  the  limb  to  contain 
as  many  degrees  as  this  does. 

The  fault  in  this  instrument  is,  that  in  many  places  of  the  limb  the  index 
applies  not  closely  to  it,  by  reason  that  it  war[)e<l  either  when  first  hung  upon 
the  wall,  or  when  I forced  it  into  the  meridian.  Nevertheless  I conceive  this 
fault  cannot  create  any  perceptible  error  in  an  observation ; especially  if  due 
care  Ije  used  in  considering  and  copying  the  measure. 

Tj'cho  Brahe’s  declinations  of  the  fixed  stars  are  frequently  and  deservedly 
found  fault  with  by  Hevelius:  and  that  his  own  instrument  was  none  of  the 
best,  but  that  it  gave  him  the  height  of  the  sun  and  stars  often  faulty,  will  be 
evident  to  any  one  that  duly  considers  them.  For,  the  length  of  the  year  from 
equinox  to  e<iuiuox  ought  to  be  always  365''  S*'  49“' : but  his  observations  differ 
egregiously. 

I do  not  design  this  for  young  artists  or  students,  but  for  those  who  are  con- 
versant with  the  heavens,  who  very  well  know  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  Nor 
do  I design  what  I write  here  for  the  public,  IWy  intent  is  in  this  lxH)k  to 
enter  all  the  calculations  I make  for  the  restitution  of  the  jdaces  of  the  fixed  stars 
and  the  sun’s  motion,  in  order,  as  they  pass  under  my  hands ; with  such  deduc- 
tions as  by  the  way  I shall  make  from  them.  M’hich  when  I have  finished,  if 
God  spare  me  life  and  health,  I shall  jiut  into  a proper  order  and  methorlf.  If 
othenrise,  those  who  come  after  me  will  find  hotv  far  I have  proceeded,  and  what 
remains  afterwards  to  be  done.  May  the  great  Author  of  the  Universe,  the  all- 

* The  reader  will  bear  in  mind  that  thia  ia  noi  the  mural  arc  that  was  made  b}'  Mr.  Abraham 
Sharp ; and  with  which  all  the  aatronomical  obeervationa  rccurdcd  in  the  aecond  volume  of  the 
Historia  Cteiestis  were  made  : but  another,  made  prior  thereto.  F.  B. 

t Sec  a letter  dated  July  12,  1662,  addrcaaed  to  Ed.  Sherburne,  Esq,  relative  to  his  astronomical 
pursuits,  in  the  Appendix  No,  13.  F.  B. 
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wisve  Disposer  of  the  Heavenly  Bodies,  assist  me  in  this  undertaking.  May  lie 
grant  me  health  and  leisure  to  accomplish  it,  and  render  my  ideas  of  Ilis  works 
agreeable  to  the  Prototype;  that  mankind  may  have  the  use,  and  He  the  glory  of 
my  lalmrs. 


[Here  ends  the  historical  part  of  this  narrative.  The  remainder  of  the  MS  , 
is  taken  u]>  in  applying  some  of  his  ol>servations,  then  recently  made,  to  the 
pur|>oses  alluded  to  in  his  paper.  But  as  this  has  been  since  more  particularly 
explained  and  exemplified  by  better  observations  in  the  Prolegomena  to  the  3rd 
volume  of  tlie  Hittoria  Ccelentis,  page  134,  &c,  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  fur- 
ther on  it  here.  F.  B.] 
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Finding  the  distaiiees  of  the  fixed  stars  from  the  vertex,  observed  with  the  sex- 
tant, so  uncertain  and  incoherent,  in  the  year  1683  1 contrived  and  l)uilt  a mural 
arc  of  so  many  degrees  that  it  might  take  in  all  the  star.s  that  passed  the  meridian 
hetwi.\t  the  pule  and  the  soutli  intersection  of  the  meridian  and  horizon  ; as  also 
the  |»ole  star  itself  under  the  |iole  (that  is,  of  alaiut  130  degrees  in  the  limb),  tind 
fixed  it  on  a meridional  wall.  With  this  1 took  the  distances  of  the  sun  and 
planets  from  tlm  vertex,  from  that  time  till  the  autumn  of  the  year  1686* **.  It 
w'as  huilt  too  slight,  and  could  not  be  well  fixed:  so  1 durst  not  confide  in  the 
measures  taken  with  it.  But,  however,  the  year  following  I determined  the 
place  of  the  sun  near  his  mean  distances  from  the  earth,  and  the  greatest  equa- 
tion of  his  orbit,  from  observations  made  with  it,  compared  with  others  made 
with  the  sextant ; confiding  in  the  intermutual  dhstances  taken  w ith  it,  though 
not  in  the  meridional  distances  from  the  vertex. 

My  good  friend  Sir  Jonas  Moore  died  in  August  [27th]  1679  : the  King  in 
Febrnory  1684  f.  I had  now  no  hopes  of  having  any  allowances  made  me  for 
new  instruments ; it  was  wxll  if  I could  keep  my  post,  and  proceed  in  tlie  fol- 
lowing reign.  Some  people,  to  make  me  uneasy,  others  out  of  a sincere  desire 
to  see  the  happy  progress  of  my  studies,  not  understanding  amid  wiiat  hard  cir- 
cumstances I lived,  called  hard  upon  me  to  print  my  observations.  1 had  often 
answered  that  1 had  not  any  instrument  for  taking  the  meridional  distances  of 
the  stars  from  the  vertex,  with  such  exactness  as  I could  their  intermutual  dis- 
tances from  each  other  ; that  I wanted  these  to  connect  them;  and  that  without 
them  my  labors  would  appear  lame  and  imperfect.  At  the  same  time  desiring 

* Tills  is  the Jjrit  mural  arc,  alreadj  alluded  to  in  page  51.  F.  B. 

t It  would  appear  that,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  Flamsteed  had  a dispute  with  his  son 
relative  to  the  instruments  which  had  heeii  given  to  him.  For  in  a paper  entitled  Short  note  of 
dates  for  my  Works,  mentioned  in  page  5,  Flamsteed  says,  under  the  date  of  1681,  “ DiSerence 

**  with  young  Isir  J.  M.  Proved  the  instruments  to  he  my  own.'*  And  in  another  MS  paper,  also 
in  Flamsteed’s  own  handwriting  (but  written  in  the  tliird  person),  entitled  The  brief  History  of  the 
Ohservatoiy,  and  mentioneil  in  page  4,  Flamsteed  writes  thus : “In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Jonas  Moore 

caused  a sextant  to  he  made  at  the  Tower,  of  seven  foot  radius,  after  his  directions,  with  two  large 
“ [lendulum  cloclts:  which  with  some  books  he  gave  to  Mr.  Flamsteed  ; as  was  proved  at  the  Board 
“ of  Ordnance,  by  substantial  evidence,  upon  a controversy  with  his  son  about  them,  after  his  father’s 
“ decease.”  See  also  the  note  in  page  45.  F.  B. 
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them  to  have  patience  till  I could  afford  to  build  such  aii  instrument  as  I wanted, 
at  my  own  charge ; which  1 was  resolved  to  do,  if  1 could  not  get  oue  allowed 
me  by  the  King.  In  the  mean  time,  considering  that  the  distances  1 had  taken, 
though  not  so  exact  as  I desired,  were  much  better  than  Tycho’s  ; and  finding 
the  want  of  a better  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stirs  than  his,  I set  myself  to  calculate 
a small  one  of  those  most  useful  to  me,  from  my  own  observations  made  with 
the  sextant,  and  this  slight  arc  ; and  perfected  it  in  the  spring  of  the  next  year, 
1687*;  having  in  the  mean  time  been  frefjuently  interrupted  not  only  by  other 
employments,  but  jiarticular  affairs  of  my  own. 

And  now  my  good  aged  father  dying  f , and  the  difficulties  under  which  men 
of  my  profession  then  laboured  increasing,  to  avoid  being  taken  notice  of,  I re- 
solved to  employ  some  part  of  my  estate  (which  was  increased  by  wliat  he  left 
me)  in  building  such  a strong  mural  arc  as  I had  long  before  designed.  I ac- 
tjuainted  the  then  Master  of  the  Ordnance,  the  Lord  Dartmouth,  with  my  intent ; 
who  kindly  assured  me  that  what  I laid  out  on  this  occasion  should  be  repaid  me 
by  the  Office.  Hereu|>on  1 caused  the  frame  of  my  arc  to  be  made  of  the  same 
radius  with  the  former,  but  much  stronger.  My  then  servant  Stafford  was  taking 
care  of  the  work:  but  he  dying  in  May  1688,  and  A.  Sharp,  who  had  served 
me  six  months,  four  years  before,  being  then  at  liberty,  I hired  him.  He  was 
not  only  an  excellent  geometrician  and  ready  calculator,  but  (which  I no  less 
valued  him  for,  at  this  time)  a most  expert  and  curious  mechanic.  In  the  fol- 
lowing autumn  he  set  to  work  on  the  arc,  screwed  the  edge  of  the  limb,  prepared 
the  index,  and  having  fastened  up  and  fixed  the  arc  on  the  wall,  I caused  him  to 
plane  it  anew  by  a peculiar  contrivance  that  rendered  it  as  true  and  flat  as  if  it 
had  lieen  turned  in  a lathe.  This  cost  us  three  months'  labor : afterwards  it  was 
rectified,  divided,  and  engraved  by  his  hand,  so  curiously  as  I cannot  think  could 
have  been  done  by  any,  less  skilful  and  expert  than  himself ; but  was  not  com- 
pletely finished  till  the  month  of  Octolwr  1 689  : having  now  employed  us  above 
14  months,  and  cost  me  more  than  £100  out  of  my  own  pocket. 

But,  now  comparing  some  observations  I made  with  it,  when  new  rectified, 
with  others  taken  in  the  month  of  Noveml)er  1689,  I found  it  changed  from  its 
first  position,  and  the  distances  of  the  stars  from  the  vertex  in  the  southern 
quadrant  of  the  meridian,  1'  0",  or  1'  5"  bigger  than  they  ought  to  be.  This,  1 
thought,  at  first,  proceeded  from  some  small  strain  it  might  have  received  wliilst 

• Probably  the  amall  catalogue  of  about  130  stare,  reduced  to  the  year  1686,  which  ia  inserted  in 
MSS,  vol.  25  i or  in  vol.  26  D,  page  52 ; or  in  vol.  30,  page  59.  F.  B. 

t See  HUtfrria  CaietliSy  vol.  1,  page  345.  F.  B. 


Digitized  by  Google 


5fi 


Flamsteed's  H'utory  of  kit  own  Lift. 

we  were  worUiiig  it  after  the  rectification  : but,  since,  I find  it  proceeded  from  the 
sinking  of  the  wall;  though  I then  suspected  it  not. 

Ill  November,  at  the  full  moon,  I took  the  distance  of  her  limb,  both  before 
she  passed  over  the  meridian  and  after,  from  some  fixed  stars  (the  star  ofAriet), 
the  times  of  whose  transits  and  distances  from  the  vertex  I observed  with  hers : 
and,  calculating  her  places  from  the  several  and  different  observations,  found 
them  so  very  nearly  the  same,  that  I concluded  the  different  ways  of  ob- 
serving were  equally  good  ; but  that,  by  the  transits,  the  rather  to  be  preferred, 
Iwcausc  the  easier,  safer  for  my  health,  and  the  observations  themselves  the  easier 
to  manage.  The  same  trial  I made  afterwards ; cwnparing  the  moon  with  the 
stars  of  the  Pleiadei,  and  the  other  planets  with  other  stars : whereby  I was 
fully  assured  of  what  I had  before  determined,  that  the  two  different  ways  of 
observing  were  equally  good  ; but  that  the  mural  arc,  for  the  reasons  before  al- 
lege<!,  preferable. 

And  now  I saw  that  the  observations,  made  with  this  instrument,  would  have 
many  advantages  above  Tycho  Brahe’s  made  with  plain  sights.  The  collimu- 
tion  through  the  telescopical  index  was  perfect,  easy,  and  accurate ; and  there- 
fore the  observed  distances  from  the  vertex  exact : which  his,  certainly  in  the 
moon,  were  not.  The  observed  differences  of  the  times  of  the  transits  of  any 
two  observable  points  would  give  the  difference  of  their  right  ascensions  with 
much  more  certainty  than  his  large  Annillas,  and  more  accurately ; because, 
here,  no  bending  or  inclination  of  the  sights,  or  misplacing  of  them,  was  to  be 
feared.  I seldom  needed  more  than  one  assistant,  to  count  the  clock  and  write 
for  me ; wberea.s,  when  I measured  distances  with  the  sextant,  two  were  scarce 
sufficient.  In  fine,  I found  that  whatever  I sought  with  the  sextant  might,  with 
less  labor  and  more  accuracy,  be  obtained  with  this  instrument  and  the  clock 
alone  ; and  therefore,  from  the  time  I got  it  finished  till  this  present,  I have 
seldom  used  any  other : and  now  I have  as  many  ways  of  proving  the  truth  of  a 
detcniiiued  place  of  a star  as  Tycho  had.  One  gcaal  instrument  is  of  as  much 
worth  as  a hundred  indifferent  ones.  My  arc  has  two  sorts  of  divisions:  one  on 
its  limb,  as  the  sextant  has,  by  which  I number,  os  on  it,  the  measured  distances 
from  the  vertex.  If  any  error  be  committed  in  numbering  the  degrees,  minutes, 
and  seconds,  it  is  easily  found  by  examining  (by  a table  maile  for  the  purpose, 
iu  my  black  book  of  tables  *)  whether  the  revolves  and  parts,  noted  at  the  same 
place,  give  the  same  or  not.  If  they  do,  the  annotation  is  inilubitable  ; and  it 

* Pn>ba>ily  the  table  inBcrtccl  at  the  end  of  ^fSS,  ?ol.  40.  But  the  correct  tables  are  given  at  the 
end  of  the  second  vblume  of  the  Hhtoria  Ccetesiis.  F.  B. 
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could  be  no  more,  were  the  ob.servation  made  at  the  same  time  with  dilTerent 
instruments.  If  the  difference  of  tlic  right  ascensions  Ijetwixt  any  two  stars, 
found  by  the  clock,  be  ((ucstioned,  it  may  l>e  examined  by  the  given  distance  of 
both  from  the  pole,  and  their  intermntiial  distances  taken  with  the  sextant : of 
which  a large  store  will  l>e  found  in  my  paja-rs  and  Ixioks  that  contaiin  them  ; 
wherein  I have  always  kept  them  transcribed  fair,  in  such  order  us  1 design  to 
publish  them  if  God  spare  me  health  and  time. 

One  {larticular  ailvuntage  I soon  found  by  it : that  whereas,  when  I observed 
in  the  open  air  with  the  sextant,  1 could  not  sec  some  small  stars  of  the  6th  light, 
that  lay  near  the  great  ones,  by  reason  the  greater  light  of  all  the  circumambient 
•stars,  entering  mine  eye  with  theirs,  rendered  their  appearances  confused  ; now, 
through  a slit  only  IJ  foot  wide,  that,  being  fenced  off,  I could  see  stars  of  the 
7th  light  plainly  w’itb  my  uakerl  eye,  and  observe  them  too  with  very  little  labor, 
and  no  waste  of  time  *.  These  therefore,  whenever  1 saw  them  within  the  space 
of  the  zodiac,  I have  noted:  nor  iiave  I omitted  them  elsewhere,  when  they 
might  be  taken  without  omitting  others  more  remarkable. 

M'liat  care  I took  to  observe  the  moon,  ever  since  the  .arc  was  hnished,  and 
with  what  success,  will  appear  from  the  large  synopses  of  her  places  deduced 
from  my  observations,  and  im{iarted  to  Mr.  Newton.  What  I have  done  in  the 
other  planets  may  most  properly  be  said  in  another  place  f. 

M^hen  the  |K)le-star  became  next  again  observable,  both  evening  and  morning, 
in  December  1690,  its  distances  from  the  vertex  decreased,  and  of  the  stars  that 
passed  the  meridian  in  the  south,  as  much  increased : which  I could  attribute  to 
nothing  but  the  sinking  of  the  northern  end  of  the  wall. 

• Another  important  persona)  advantage  is  also  mentioned  by  Flamsteed  in  anotlter  paper,  entitled 
The  brief  History  of  the  Obserroiory,  alluded  to  in  page  4 ; when  he  says  (page  164)  that  ” When- 
“ ever  he  obaerved  with  the  sextant,  he  caught  cold ; which  caused  him  frequent  tortures  of  the 
“ atone  and  gravel : but  now  he  found  he  could  employ  his  time  with  leas  danger  to  hia  health.'* 
F.  B. 

t In  the  paper,  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  note,  Flamsteed  (page  165)  writes  thus : “ The 
“ ohaervationa  with  the  mural  arc  were  begun  on  Sept.  12,  1689 : but  all  things  were  not  got  into 
**  good  order  till  the  middle  of  November  following ; when,  every  day  after  that  the  moon  had 
“ been  observed,  he  calculated  her  place  from  the  observations  and  from  his  own  tables ; having 
**  hired  servants  that  were  skilful  and  proper  for  hia  purpose.  And,  by  this  mcana  he  had  got  above 
**150  places  of  the  moon  compared  with  his  tables,  in  3 large  synopaes;  and  knew  where  the  errors 
*'  were  greatest,  and  in  some  measure  knew  how  to  remedy  them.  In  the  mean  time  all  the  other 
**  planets  were  observed,  as  they  came  conveniently  over  the  plane  of  bia  arc.  But  his  chief  care 
**  was  to  get  a stock  of  observations  of  the  fixed  stars  ; whereby  he  might  determine  their  distances 
**  from  the  pole."  F.  B. 
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Ill  the  mean  time,  this  year  I often  observed  the  times  wlieii  the  sun  had  the 
same  heiglils  liefore  and  after  noon,  together  «itli  his  transits  over  tlie  meridional 
thread  in  tlie  telescope  index  of  iiiy  arc : whereby  I found  that  he  always  passed 
the  thread,  sooner  than  he  crossed  the  true  meridian  in  the  heavens,  by  38’'  on 
the  tropic ; and  in  other  places  according  as  may  lie  seen  in  the  table  of  them 
on  \\ie first  page  of  this  tract*;  which  is  always  to  be  made  use  of  when  the 
differeuce  of  the  right  ascensions  of  two  stars  that  have  different  heights  on  tin- 
meridian,  is  iiii|uired  from  the  differeuce  of  the  times  of  their  transits. 

In  January  last  (1694  ■!■),  collecting  all  my  observations  of  the  |K>le>star  into 
one  synopsis,  as  is  to  Im;  seen  in  the  first  page  of  this  year's  obscrviitions  J,  1 
was  surprised  to  find  that  its  distances  from  the  pole  were  always  bigger  in 
March,  April,  July,  August  and  Septeinlicr,  than  in  December.  But,  consider- 
ing with  myself  that  thi-s  must  necessarily  so  lia]>pen,  if  the  parallax  of  the 
earth’s  orb  were  sensible  in  the  |K»Ie-star,  I concluded  it  to  proceed  from  thence. 
'ITic  light  of  the  star  is  brisk,  which  argues  it  nearer  than  some  that  are  more 
languid  than  bigger.  Allowing  this  parallax  to  lie  alsMit  half  a minute,  and 
the  instrument  to  subside  e<|ually,  the  observations  will  agree  us  exactly  as  can 
be  expected  §. 

I doubt  not  but  that  a sensible  pamllax  of  the  earth’s  orb  will  l>e  found  in  my 
observations  of  other  stars  that  lie  remote  from  the  ecli]itie.  At  present  I waive 
the  examination  of  them  ; but  shall  consider  them  when  I come  to  determine 
their  true  jdaces.  This  is  the  first  time,  I am  apt  to  think,  that  any  real  parallax 
hath  been  observed  in  the  fixed  stars. 

But,  I intend  not  to  write  the  history  of  my  observations  here  : only  thus 
much  I have  premised  for  the  better  understanding  of  such  corrections  as  I 
have  used  in  the  following  applications  of  them. 

• It  it,  in  fact,  on  the  eighxh  p«ge;  which  U the  first  that  it  written  on.  The  table  correapondt 
very  nearly  with  the  particuUra  detailed  by  Flamsteed  in  the  Protrymena  in  the  third  volume  of 
the  Histnria  CcHestis,  pages  134,  ISfi,  140,  and  141.  The  table  itself  will  1>e  given  in  the  sequel, 
in  the  Intnductim  to  t/o‘  British  Catatogue.  F.  B. 

t The  reader  will  recollect  that  this  MS  was  written  by  Flamsteed  in  June  1695.  F.  B. 

J I have  not  yet  been  able  to  discover  this  synopsis.  F.  B. 

§ This  is  the  embryo  of  the  celebrated  letter,  dated  Decern.  20,  1698,  that  Flamsteed  wrote  to 
Dr.  Wallis,  under  the  title  of  De  Paraltaxi  Ortns  asmutr  tolturis  oh.terrota,  inserted  in  2nd  volume 
of  his  History  of  AtgohrOy  page  701  : which  led  to  an  angry  currespoiidence  respecting  Dr.  Gregory  ; 
and  a most  remarkable  letter  from  Newton  to  Flamsteed,  dated  Jan.  6,  1698-9,  inserted  in  the 
,\ppcndis.  No.  43.  In  order  more  fully  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  Newton's  caustic  remarks,  it 
is  necessary  to  read  the  several  letters  in  the  Appendii,  No.  36 — 46.  F.  B. 
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In  tlie  preceding  tract,  whilst  I was  inquirinjr  the  inequalities  of  the  earth’s 
orbit,  anil  the  place  of  the  aphelion,  I have,  by  the  way,  determined  the  right 
ascensions  of  ulmut  40  fixed  stars.  I shall  now  inquire  their  distances  from 
the  visible  pole ; and  then  proceed  from  these  to  state  the  places  of  others,  in 
their  jiroper  order. 


[Here  ends  the  document  from  which  the  above  portion  of  Flamsteed’s  history 
is  taken.  F.  B.] 


I 2 
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Fijih  Divuion. 
FROM  1600  TO  1704. 


1676.  Sir  Jonas  Moore  gave  me  tlie  sextant,  some  books  and  glasses; 
U’itli  charge  to  di.s|K>se  of  tliem  by  my  will.  All  tlie  other  instruments,  and 
tulles,  provided  at  my  own  cxjicnsc. 

1680.  Made  the  voluble  quadraut  at  my  own  charge.  Decein.  12,  first  saw 
and  observed  the  great  cxmiet:  oliserved  it  till  Feb.  5.  lO'sO-Sl. 

1681.  Imparted  my  observations  of  the  comet,  with  the  line  of  its  way 
derived  from  them  [to  Sir  Isaac  Xeivton,  as  a friend  ']. 

1685  or  1686.  Gave  him  the  diameters  of  the  planets  in  all  positions  of  the 
earth,  and  then  in  their  orbits.  Got  it  back  again,  with  much  difficulty,  after 
2 years'  detention.  He  disputed  against  the  comets  of  November  and  Decem- 
ber being  the  same,  in  2 long  letters  in  February  and  March  1681  ; now  (in 
1685)  he  owned  they  might  be  so  a.s  I had  asscrtei! ; and  slightly  mentioned 
me  as  disputing  for  their  being  the  same,  in  the  4tli  book  of  bis  Principia. 
M'hcreas  I affirmed  it;  and  himself  disputed  against  it  t- 

1687.  His  Principia  published.  Little  notice  taken  of  Her  Majesty’s 
observatory  |. 

1688.  [Built  a strong  mural  arc,  which  I hitherto  wanted,  at  about  ill20 
ex|>ense  (on  account  of  Ixainl  and  hire  for  my  servant,  that  was  IJ  year  in 
making  it),  with  which  I began  to  observe  about  Michaelmas  1689.  M'hcreby 
I have  calculated  and  formed  a catalogue  of  the  fixed  .stars,  containing  the 
jdaees  of  .3000  of  them,  with  all  the  reiiuisites  relating  to  them.  And  together 
with  them  have  got  about  1000  places  of  the  moon,  and  1000  places  of  the 
planets,  deduced  from  them  and  the  observations  made  with  the  sextant  ^.] 

16s9.  Begiiii  my  observations  of  the  stars’  distances  from  our  vertex  with  it, 
AVeduesday  September  12th,  and  Thursday  September  1.3th.  Got  the  clock 
removed  by  Friday  November  15th. 

* This  part  within  brackets  is  taken  from  page  155  of  the  ;wper  entitled  Sttorl  note  of  dates  far 
my  worksy  alluded  to  in  page  5.  F.  B. 

t See  the  note  in  page  50.  F.  B. 

t In  the  paper  alluded  to  in  the  last  note  but  one,  Flamsteed  says — “ 1687.  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s 
” Principia  published;  with  very  slight  acknuwlcdgments  of  what  he  had  received  from  the  obsen'a- 
“ wry.”  F.  B. 

§ This  paragraph  also  is  extracted  from  the  paper  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  note.  The  mural 
arc,  here  alluded  to,  is  the  one  commenced  by  Mr.  Stafford,  and  completed  by  Mr.  A.  Sharp.  F.  B. 
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1669,  DeceiTibcr  lOth.  First  observation  of  the  moon’s  place  compared  with 
my  lunar  tables,  in  the  4th  h«»k  of  Calculations,  page  5 *.  After  this,  observed 
the  moon  and  planets  frequently  with  the  new  arc : examined  the  lunar  obser>'a- 
tions  commonly  the  morning  after  they  were  got ; and  compared  them  with  my 
tables,  till  April  1692:  whereby  1 saw'  the  faults  of  the  tables  were  near  one- 
third  of  a degree  f. 

1694,  Saturday  September  1st.  Mr.  Newton  came  to  visit  me  J.  Esteem- 
ing him  an  obliged  friend,  I showed  him  alK»ut  150  places  of  the  moon,  derived 
from  my  observations  and  tables  by  myself,  and  servants  hired  at  my  own 
expense  ; with  the  differences  or  errors,  in  three  synopses  written  on  large  sheets 
of  paper,  in  order  to  correct  the  theory  of  her  motions.  On  his  earnest  request 
I lent  them  to  him,  and  allowed  him  to  take  copies  of  them  (as  I did  not  doubt 
but  that  by  tlieir  help  he  would  be  able  to  correct  the  lunar  theory),  upon  these 
two  conditions  however : 1**.  That  he  should  not  impart  or  communicate  them  to 
anylnxly  without  my  consent : for  the  places  of  the  moon  deduced  from  the 
observations  (I  told  him)  were  got  with  the  help  of  a small  catalogue  of  fixed 
stars  made  from  observations  taken  with  the  sextant  only,  and  rectified  to  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1686  whereby  1 found  their  places  were  not  so  correct 
as  they  ought  to  be  ; and  that  when  the  stars  were  rectified  by  the  new  iustru- 

* This  book  is  MSS,  vot.  &4 : in  which  the  computations  are  still  extant.  F.  B. 

t I would  here  state,  in  order  to  preserve  a connexion  in  the  order  of  events,  that  it  was  about 
this  time  ihat  Newton  suggeated  to  him  by  letter  the  expediency  of  publishing  a catalogtic  of  stars; 
which  produced  a spirited  and  strong  reply  from  Flamsteed,  explanatory  of  his  reasons  for  not  doing 
so.  These  letters  are  inserted  in  the  Ap|>endix,  No.  14  and  15. 

1 would  also,  for  the  same  reason,  here  remark  that  Flaiusleed  was  marrie<l  in  October  23,  1692. 
The  fact  is  recorded  by  him  in  his  Observation  Book  (MSS,  vol.  5,  page  209)  in  the  following 
words,  viz. : '*  Octob.  23.  0.  hora  9 mat:  Uxorem  duxi  Margaritam  iiliam  Radulphi  Cooke,  in 

**  eccle&ia  Sti  Laurentii  Londini ; officia  redlaiite  D"  Mapletoft.”  F.  B. 

{ Tliis  visit  of  New’tun  to  t)ie  Royal  Observatory,  and  his  consequent  correspondence,  are  impor- 
tant events  in  elucidating  the  suhject-matter  of  the  subse(|uent  history':  and  were  evidently  so  con- 
sidered by  Flamsteed,  as  he  has  left  behind  him  no  leas  than  three  statements  of  the  circumstances, 
besides  other  scattered  allusions;  all  agreeing  in  the  principal  points,  but  vaiying  in  a few  trifling 
particulars.  I have  in  the  text  brought  the  whole  into  one  connected  narrative.  The  documents  from 
which  the  several  parts  are  taken,  besides  the  principal  account  derived  from  the  source  mentioned 
in  page  3,  are — 1.  A paper  entitled  Excerpts  from  Mr.  Neycton^s  Lrlters.  Oa  the  back  of  this  paper 
th^  is  written,  **  *Tis  as  impossible  for  Mr.  N.  to  hide  what  he  has  received  trum  the  Observatory  , 
“ as  to  cova-  St.  Paul’s  with  a Scotch  bonnet.**  2.  A paper  entitled  Short  note  of  dates  for  my 
tforks;  and  3.  A paper  entitled  rAei»ric//firiory  all  menUonedin page  5.  F.  B. 

§ Probably  the  catalogue  of  about  130  stars,  alluded  to  in  page  55.  F.  B. 


O'i  Fumsteed's  Hintory  uf  hiii  oan  Life. 

ineiit,  1 would  calculate  the  moon’s  places  anew,  and  then  should  l)e  ready  to 
impart  them  l>oth  to  him  and  to  the  public.  2°.  That  he  should  not  in  the  first 
in.stance  imj)art  the  result  of  what  he  derived  from  them  to  anybody  but  myself : 
for,  since  I saved  him  all  the  lal>or  of  calculating  the  moon’s  place  both  from  the 
observations  and  tables,  it  was  not  ju.st  that  he  should  give  the  residtof  my  pains 
(the  correction  of  the  theory  I had  furtiished  with  numirers)  to  any  other  but 
myself.  All  this  he  approveri ; and  by  a letter  of  his  dated  confessed  •. 

Nevertheless  he  imparted  what  he  derived  from  them,  both  to  Dr.  (Iregory  and 
Mr.  Halley,  contra  datam  jidem.  'The  first  of  these  conditions  I was  not  much 
concerned  whether  he  kept  or  not : hut  he  has,  I believe,  kept  it.  The  latter 
(which  was  the  most  material)  he  has  forgot  or  broke  ; through  the  insinuation, 
I fear,  of  some  persons  that  were  little  his  friends  till  they  saw’  what  friends  he 
had  in  the  Government ; and  I presume  will  be  less  so,  when  they  see  them  laid 
aside. 

I bad  thus  hoped  to  have  gained  leisure  to  begin  my  Catalogue  of  the  fixed 
stars ; for  which  1 was  now  furnished  with  a stock  of  observations,  sufficient  for 
a beginning.  In  oriler  to  which  in  the  following  year  I made  new  tables  for 
finding  the  sun’s  true  place.  But  I found  myself  soon  deceived  : for  instead  of 
saving  me  labor,  this  brought  more  upon  me.  Mr.  Newton  frequently  called 
ujHin  me  for  new  obsen  atious  of  the  moon : whilst  some  of  his  creatures  in  town 
cried  up  his  success  in  correcting  the  lunar  theory ; but  said  not  one  wortl  of  his 
obligations  or  debt  to  the  Royal  Obsen'atory.  And  one  of  them  publicly  gave 
out  that  all  my  pains  would  be  well  employed  to  serve  him.  MHien  I demanded 
therefore  the  |)crformance  of  his  promise,  I was  put  off  with  excuses  and 
delays,  and  sometimes  even  with  injuries.  Nevertheless  I continued  to  supply 
his  demands,  as  my  other  employment  of  observing  (that  I might  eidarge  my 
stock  for  carrying  on  my  catalogue)  would  permit : for,  at  the  same  time,  I had 
the  restitution  of  the  sun’s  motions,  besides  my  night-work,  on  my  hands. 

Tliis  request  of  Mr.  Netvton  for  more  observations,  caused  an  intercourse  of 
letters  lietwcen  us,  wherein  I imparted  to  liim  about  100  more  of  the  moon’s 

• The  date  is  left  blank  in  the  MS,  but  the  acknowledgment  ia  manifeat  from  the  tenor  of  eeveral 
of  Newton’a  letters  at  that  period  inserted  in  the  Apiiendii,  aa  hereafter  mentioned.  Aniongat  some 
memoranda  which  Flamaleed  baa  written  at  tlw  end  of  a book  of  calculations  (MSS,  vol.  62  E), 
he  Staten,  **  AU  I imitart  to  him  [Mr,  T.  N.]  is  under  far  hand  that  he  aball  not  communicate  it  to 
any  without  my  leave  till  I print  it  X study  not  for  present  applause.  Mr.  N.'a  approbation  is 

more  to  me  than  the  cry  of  alt  the  ignorant  in  the  world.’*  This  passage  ia  a strong  proof  of  the 
feeling  and  regard  which  he  bad  towards  Newton  at  that  period.  F,  B. 
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places ; which  was  more  than  he  could  reasoiiahly  exjteot  from  one  in  ray  cir- 
cumstances of  constant  business  and  ill  health.  The  year  following  (1695)  I was 
ill  all  the  year  with  a periodical  hcad-achc:  which  was  carried  otf  in  ISeptember 
by  a violent  fit  of  my  dreadful  distemper,  the  stone.  In  the  mean  time,  frequent 
letters  passed  between  me  and  Mr.  Newton  *,  who  censed  not  to  importune  me 
(though  he  was  informed  of  my  illness)  for  more  obseiwations ; and  with  that 
earnestness  that  looked  as  if  he  thought  he  had  a riglit  to  conmmnd  them  ; and 
had  al)out  50  more  imparted  to  him.  But  I did  not  think  myself  obliged  to  employ 
my  jMiins  to  serve  a person  that  was  so  inconsiderate  as  to  presume  he  had  a right 
to  that  which  was  only  a courtesy.  And  I therefore  went  on  with  my  business 
of  the  fixed  stars  ; leaving  Mr.  Newton  to  examine  the  lunar  observations  over 
again  : which  had  he  done,  he  had  found  that  he  needtxl  not  be  so  importunate 
for  new, — the  old  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  purpose  and  design  for 
which  I had  impiuted  them  to  him.  I was  therefore  forced  to  leave  off  my 
corres|K)iidence  with  him  at  that  6me  ; having  found  that  his  correction  of  iny 
numbers  still  gave  the  moon’s  places  8 or  9 minutes  erroneous  : though  Dr. 
Gregory  t and  Dr.  Halley  had  boasteil  they  would  agree  within  2 or  3 minutes. 

1695,  or  1696  J.  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  being  made  an  officer  of  the  Mint,  came 
to  London  1 sometimes  visited  there,  or  at  his  own  house  in  .Fermyn  Street. 
W'e  continued  civil : but  he  was  not  so  friendly  as  formerly,  because  I could  not 
[confirm]  Mr.  Halley’s  and  Dr.  Gregory’s  jj  assertions  concerning  Ids  corrections 
of  the  Horroxian  lunar  theory. 

1696.  A correspondence  began  %vith  Mr.  Bossley,  an  ajmthecary  of  Bake- 
well  in  Derbyshire,  and  Mr.  Luke  Leigh,  a poor  kinsman  of  Mr.  Halley’s,  of 

• .MI  the  letters,  which  I have  been  able  to  find  relative  to  this  subject,  have  been  collected  toge- 
ther, and  printed  in  the  Appendix,  No.  16 — 34.  They  extend  from  Oct.  7,  1694,  to  Sept.  14,  1695. 
The  originals  exist  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Chnsti  College,  Oxford ; from  which  they  leave  been 
copied  by  the  kindness,  and  under  the  superintendence,  of  S.  P.  Rigaud,  Esq.,  the  Saviliau  Professor 
of  Astronomy  there,  expressly  for  this  work.  Copies  of  them  also  exist  in  the  library  of  the  Bridah 
Museum.  F.  B. 

t The  initial  only  of  this  name  ia  given  : but  it  is  evident  that  Dr.  Gregory  is  the  person  alluded 
to.  F.  B. 

J Here  the  narrative,  derived  from  the  principal  source  above-mentionctl,  is  resumed,  and  copied 
again  verbaura.  F.  B. 

§ He  was  made  Warden  of  the  Mint  in  March  1695*0;  and  three  years  afterwards  (in  1099)  he 
was  made  Master  of  tlic  Mint.  F.  B. 

j These  names  are  not  written  at  full  length  in  the  original  MS,  but  there  can  be  no  donbt  that 
these  were  the  persons  intended.  The  word  within  the  brncketa  is  wanting  in  the  original  MS,  but 
[ have  supplied  it  from  the  context  F.  B. 


Flamsteed's  Hitiory  of  hix  own  Life. 

the  same  clan,  and  myself.  Mr.  Bossley  wanted  obsen’ations  for  correcting  the 
planets'  places:  I funiished  him;  and  set  him  on  Jupiter  and  Saturn.  Mr. 
Leigh  I hired  to  calculate  the  placet-  * of  the  fixed  stars  from  their  right  ascen- 
sions, and  distances  from  the  northern  pole,  determined  by  myself  [For  I wanted 
now  calculators  to  ease  me  in  such  a burden  of  work,  as  never  any  astronomer 
had  before  on  his  hands.  Gml  Almighty  jirovided  them  for  me  unexpectedly. 
Sir  Christopher  M'ren  would  needs  put  a relation  of  his,  an  ingenious  youth, 
since  well  known  for  his  mathematical  abilities,  into  my  service.  Another  I 
hired  in  Derbyshire ; and  made  use  of  a thinl  that  live<l  there  too.  By  whose 
help  I entered  on  the  business  of  the  fixed  stars ; and  in  a few  months  after,  of 
the  su|ierior  planets. 

I wanted  some  person  that  had  a faculty  of  drawing,  to  design  the  figures  of 
the  cotistellatious.  For  Bayer,  who  first  drew  them  since  Tycho’s  time,  almost  a 
hundred  years  ago,  had  so  formed  them  that  they  plainly  contradicted  Ptolemy’s 
description  ; whom  all  the  catalogues  since  have  translated  and  followed,  as  all 
other  chart-makers  have  Buyer.  The  same  Good  Providence  that  fumi.shed 
me  with  2 or  3 calculators,  sent  me  an  ingenious  but  sickly  youth  (Mr.  Weston) 
into  my  service,  who  was  addicted  to  this  practice : and  by  my  directions  drew 
the  charts  of  the  constellations  so  well,  that  a good  designer  said  he  needed  no 
directions  but  his  draughts  to  perfect  them  •]■.] 

1690,  December  11th.  I received  from  him  [Mr.  Leigh]  the  places  of  the 
stars  in  the  constellations  of  Gemini,  Cancer,  and  Leo : which  whilst  he  had 
been  doing,  the  same  were  done  by  my  then  servant  Mr.  Hodgson  in  the  Ob- 
servatory. So  that  I easily  found  the  errors  of  either,  and  corrected  them.  I 
received 

1696-7,  Jan.  22.  Virgo,  Libra,  Scorpio,  Sagittarius. 

1697,  March  27.  Capricornus,  Aquarius,  Pisces. 

June  16.  Aries,  Taurus. 

1698-9,  Jan.  10.  Cetus,  Eridanu.s,  Lepus,  Canis  Major,  Canis  Minor, 
Navis. 

1099,  Aug.  19.  Orion,  Hydra,  Crater,  Corvus. 

1700,  .Inly  25.  Serjwns,  Serjwntarius,  Aquila  cum  Antinuo,  Sagitta,  Del- 
phinus,  Equuleus,  Pegasus,  Triangulum. 

* That  the  InngitudcB  and  latitudes  : a work  of  great  labor  and  expense,  which  might  well 
have  been  spared  F.  B. 

t This  part  within  brackets  is  taken  from  a MS  paper  in  Flamsteed’s  handwriting,  entitled 
Short  note  of  dales  for  my  IforA#,  mentioned  in  page  5.  F.  B. 
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1701,  April  26.  Cassiopea,  Cepheus. 

Junes.  Andromeda,  Perseua,  Auriga,  Coma  Berenices.  Corona  Bo- 
realis, Bootes,  Hercules,  Lyra,  Cygnus  *. 

Tlie  stJirs  in  Ilevelius's  Sextant,  Monoceros,  Lynx,  Camelopardalus,  Canes 
Venatici,  were  calculated  aftenvards  in  1705-1708  by  my  servants  J.  VVoolfer- 
mau,  and  J.  Crostliwait:  and  the  constellations  of  Hercules  and  Cassiopea, 
enlarged  with  the  addition  of  many  stars  observed  in  the  years  1705-1708,  by 
them  and  Mr.  Ah.  Ryley. 

In  the  meantime,  as  often  as  I met  with  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  he  was  very 
inquisitive  how  the  catalogue  went  on.  I answered  us  it  stood  ; and,  when  he 
came  here,  eommonly  showed  him  how  it  stood  in  my  books  ; not  suspecting 
any  design,  but  hoping  he  might  serve  me  as  kindly  as  I bad  assisted  hint  freely 
with  my  pains  when  he  desired  me  f. 

1698.  At  Allhallows,  was  at  Derby  and  Bakewell. 

[In  the  spring  of  this  year  (Feb.  6th)  the  Czar  of  Muscovy  visited  the 

Observatory : was  four  times  in  it ; and  sometimes  present  at  my  observations, 
which  were  carried  on  vigorously  both  this  and  the  five  following  years : though, 
my  best  servant  leaving  me  in  April  1702,  I found  it  more  difficult  to  carry 
them  on  than  formerly.  But  by  the  end  of  1703  I had  finished  all  but  the  con- 
stellations of  Hercules,  the  Great  Bear,  and  such  as  lay  within  30°  of  the  north 
pole,  for  which  I wanted  observations.  I afterwards  attained  them  by  the  help 
of  Mr.  Weston,  who  was  then  expert  in  observing 

1703.  In  November,  and  in  April  1704,  I got  some  of  the  maps  of  the  con- 
stellations to  be  anew  delineated  by  P.  Vansomer,  an  excellent  draugbLsmuu, 
but  in  years : the  charts  being  prepared  by  Mr.  Weston.]  § 

* The  major  part  of  theie  computationi  by  Mr.  Leigh  stiU  exist,  and  ate  to  be  found  in  MSS, 
vot.  63,  boimd  up  in  eeven  separate  volumee,  as  tlicy  were  received  from  him ; and  are  marked  A to 
G,  respectively.  F.  B. 

t One  of  these  viaita  to  the  Observatory  traa  made  on  Sunday  evening.  Decern.  4,  1698,  and  is 
thus  recorded  by  Flamateed  in  hia  Observation  Book  (MSS,  vol.  7)  : — “ Decent.  4,  dum  precea 
“ veapertinie  6unt,  me  visum  venit  D.  laa.  Newton ; retulitque  bine  12  obaervata  loca : ac.  AR  et 
“ decl.  linrb.  a polo  ” Thia  viait  ia  the  more  remarkable  when  coupled  with  that  extraordinary  letter 
which  Newton  wrote  Flamateed  alrout  a month  afterwarda:  viz.  on  Jan.  6, 1698-9.  See  Appendix, 
No.  43.  F.  B. 

t The  following  entry  appear!  in  the  Journal  Book  of  the  Royal  Society,  at  thia  period,  viz. : 
June  9,  1 703.  **  A letter  waa  read  from  Mr.  Flamateed  to  Mr,  Caawell,  concemiug  hia  Obaervationa 
“ on  the  Parallax  of  the  Earth.  Mr.  Flamateed  was  thanked,  and  desired  to  suffer  some  parts  of 
“ the  letter  to  be  printed."  See  the  two  letters  in  the  Appendix,  No.  68  and  69;  which  probably 
relate  to  tfaia  subject.  F.  B. 

§ This  part,  within  brackets,  ia  taken  from  the  same  MS  parrer  as  that  mentioned  iu  the  note  in 
p^e  64.  F.  B.  K 
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1704,  Tuesday,  April  1 Itli.  Mr.  Newton  came  to  the  Observatory  ; dined 
with  me ; saw  the  volume  of  observations ; so  much  of  the  eatiilogue  iis  was 
then  hnished ; with  the  charts  of  the  cunstellalious,  la»th  T.  W.'e  and  those 
ct>pied  by  Vansommer ; desired  to  have  the  rccommendinij  of  them  to  tlic  Prince. 
I knew  his  temper ; tliat  he  would  be  my  friend  no  further  than  to  serve  his  o«  n 
enils ; and  that  he  wa.s  spiteful,  and  swayed  by  those  that  were  worse  than  him- 
self. Tliis  made  me  refuse  him.  However,  when  he  went  away  he  j)rumised 
he  would  recommend  them ; though  he  never  iiitendeil  me  any  giaxl  by  it,  but  tt> 
get  me  under  him,  that  I might  be  obliged  to  cry  him  up  as  E.  H [alley]  has  done 
hitherto. 

1704,  Novemltcr  8th.  M'rote  the  estimate,  which  was  read  without  my 
knowledge  at  the  Royal  Society.  The  memlters  thought  it  ought  to  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Prince:  the  President  joined  tvith  them;  a committee  was 
appointed  to  attend  his  Royal  Highness:  done  without  aci|uuintiug  me  with  it : 
an  estimate  of  the  charge  drawn  up  without  my  knowledge  ; the  Prince  allows 
£1'200:  Mr.  Newlon  says  £1100.  He  concludes  me  now  in  his  power ; drws 
all  he  can  to  hinder  the  work,  or  spoil  it,  by  encouraging  the  printer  to  commit 
fault.s.  M’e  must  print  the  observations  ; though  I had  showed  in  my  printerl 
estimate  that,  for  very  good  reasons,  the  charts  of  the  constellations  ought  first 
to  Ire  set  uptm. 

Mr.  Newton  told  me  he  hoped  I would  give  a note,  under  my  hand,  of  secu- 
rity for  the  Prince’s  money.  This  I know  was  to  oblige  me  to  l>e  his  slave.  I 
answered  that  I had  (God  be  tlumked)  some  estate  of  my  own,  which  I hoi)ed  to 
leave,  for  my  wife’s  support,  to  her  during  her  life,  to  my  own  relations  after- 
wards : that  therefore  I would  not  cumber  iny  own  estate  with  impress  or 
security:  but  if  they  would  please  to  take  his  Royal  Highness’s  inonev  into 
their  hands,  I would  sign  the  workmen’s  bills  to  them,  whereby  they  would  see 
if  they  were  reasonable  at  the  same  time.  I was  told  I should  have  all  the 
printed  ropiet,  save  what  his  Royal  Highness  should  have  to  present  to  the 
Universities.  And  Mr.  Newton  granted  that,  since  I refused  to  hanille  any 
of  Ids  Royal  Highness’s  money,  there  was  no  need  of  security  or  articles  ; 
nevertheless  ..... 


[Here  this  MS  ends  abruptly.  F.  H.] 
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Wherefore  hanng  now  got  his  stock  of  obseirations  much  increased  by  his 
continual  lal)ors  IwUh  by  night  and  by  day,  he  enquired  for  help  to  employ 
them  • : and  that  g«KKl  Providence  that  had  given  him  strength  and  opportunity 
to  carry  on  the  work  found  him,  in  November  1694,  what  he  desired.  He  had 
help  offered  him  seasotiably  by  a poor  but  very  ingenious  person  that  lived  no 
nearer  than  124  miles  from  him  t,  whom  he  hired  to  serve  him  on  reasonable 
terms.  He  had  a servant  waited  on  him,  that  was  very  good  at  numbers  {. 
The  right  ascensions  of  the  stars,  and  their  distances  from  the  visible  |iole,  be 
determined  himself ; with  the  help  of  his  domestic  sometimes  2 or  3 different 
ways,  for  greater  certainty,  both  by  distances  observed  and  by  transits^:  which, 
l)eing  transcril>ed  by  himself,  were  transmitted  to  his  calculators  in  the  country, 
with  easy  tables  for  deducing  their  longitudes  and  latitudes  from  them.  At  the 
same  time  they  were  copied  by  his  domestic  in  the  observatory ; and  the  same 
places  derived  from  their  right  ascensions,  &c.  by  him.  As  soon  as  the  country 
calculations  were  returned  they  were  collated  with  the  servant's : where  they 
agreed,  there  was  no  doubt  of  their  truth ; for  the  calculators  were  too  far  distant 
to  hold  any  corresjwndence  together : where  they  differed,  the  calculations  were 
forthwith  rejaiatcd  and  corrected.  This  care  was  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent 
errors.  So  the  work  went  on  well : the  zodiacal  constellations  being  begun  in 
November  1695.  and  finished  in  June  1697.  The  other  constellations,  which 
lay  south  of  the  ztxiiac,  were  not  finished  till  about  Michaelmas  1701  : because 
the  obscn'ations  requisite  to  complete  them  were  not  got  till  the  year  before. 
And,  for  the  same  reason,  the  more  northern  constellations  of  the  Bear  and 
Dragon,  not  till  1709|. 

* The  reader  will  recollect  that  this  division  of  the  subject  is  written  by  Flamsteed  in  the  third 
person.  F.  B. 

t Probably  Mr.  Luke  Leigh,  already  alluded  to  in  page  63,  who  lived  somewhere  in  Derby- 
shire. F.  B. 

I I cannot  6nd  any  trace  of  the  name  of  this  servant.  F.  B. 

$ Many  of  these  computations  still  eaist,  amongst  the  MS  books  deposited  at  the  observatory  ; 
to  which  I shall  more  particularly  allude  in  my  Introduction  to  the  British  Catalogue,  F.  B. 

II  Sec  pages  64  and  65.  F.  B. 

K 2 
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Ill  the  meantime,  a friend  of  my  country  calculator,  wlio  lived  near  him  *,  was 
desirous  to  try  how  he  could  represent  the  motions  of  the  two  6U]»erior  planets, 
by  new  numbers.  Mr.  Flamsteed  furnished  him  with  a large  stock  of  the  places 
both  of  18aturn,  Jupiter,  and  Mars,  derived  both  from  his  observations  and  others, 
for  this  purpose:  by  the  help  of  which  he  made  new  tables  for  Saturn  that,  at 
that  time  (1696),  took  off  the  enonnous  errors  of  the  Rudoljthine  and  Caroline 
tables  in  that  planet ; and  repR'scnted  the  observed  places  of  Jupiter  much  bet- 
ter than  cither  of  them : but  did  not  so  well  agree  with  the  heavens  in  the  fol- 
lowing years,  as  they  had  done  in  the  preceding.  Which  his  friend  taking  notice 
of,  after  he  had  sent  him  the  last  year  (1710)  the  observations  of  Jupiter's  place 
at  his  opposition  to  the  sun  with  the  observed  places  of  some  fonner  years,  he 
made  a new  correction  of  his  motions.  On  the  receipt  of  which,  Mr.  Flamsteed 
set  himself  to  consider  them,  and  found  numliers  that  would  still  represent  the 
oliservations  something  better,  and  [give]  reason  to  hope  they  would  not  err 
more  than  one-si.xth  or  one-fourth  of  a degree  for  the  next  200  years  : wliereas 
the  Kudol|ihine  were  now  two-thirds.  But,  coming  to  consider  the  motion  of 
Jupiter  and  his  numliers,  he  found  an  inequality  that  was  small,  and  seenieil 
more  difficult  to  be  answered  ; which  caused  him  to  remit  the  further  considera- 
tion of  them,  till  he  might  learn  more  of  it  by  future  observations  : and  tliought 
the  next  six  years  might  afford  him  sufficient  both  for  his  and  Saturn’s,  if  God 
spared  him  life  and  health. 

His  friend  had  done  nothing  in  Mars,  being  frightetl  with  the  enormous  errors 
of  the  tables  in  that  planet.  He  set  therefore  upon  him  himself : and  after 
some  often-repeated  trials  last  summer,  found  he  could  express  all  his  own  obser- 
vations of  him  jiretty  well.  But  wanting  help  to  manage  those  of  M'alter, 
T^'cho,  and  Hevelius,  and  being  interrupted  by  an  accident  "f  that  threatens  not 
only  to  stop  all  his  endeavours  but  even  ruin  the  observatory  itself,  and  to  deprive 
the  world  of  the  use,  and  lumself  of  the  advantage,  of  40  years’  labors,  and  more 
than  £2000  expenses  out  of  his  own  snudl  income,  he  is  forced  to  dismiss  the 
further  prosecution  of  his  endeavours  to  correct  the  motion  of  the  planets  for  the 
present,  that  he  may  acquaint  you],  and  all  ingenious  persons  with  you,  how  tlie 

• This  » evidently  Mr.  Bossley,  of  Bakewell,  already  mentioned  in  page  63.  There  arc  four  let- 
ters of  his  to  Flamatced,  on  astronomical  subjects,  which  have  been  preaerved,  and  are  bound  up  in 
MSS,  vol.  36. 

t This  was  written  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1711,  when  the  quarrel  between  Newton  and 
Flamsteed  was  at  its  highest.  F.  B. 

1 It  would  appear  from  this  expression  that  this  paircr  was  intended  to  be  addressed  to  some 
friend,  F.  B. 
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storm  was  caused  that  threatens  us.  MTierehy  you  will  also  see  whence  it  comes 
that  the  mathematics  languish  in  both  Universities,  in  spite  of  the  muuih- 
cence  of  generous  benefactors,  and  the  noble  designs  of  perswis  of  public  spirit, 
that  have  bequeathed  a large  part  of  their  estates  to  be  employed  for  their 
improvement. 

Whilst  Mr.  Flamsteed  was  busied  in  the  lalx>rious  work  of  the  catalogue  of 
the  fi.ved  stars,  and  forced  often  to  watch  and  lalwr  by  night,  to  fetch  the  mate- 
rials for  it  from  the  heavens,  that  were  to  be  employed  by  day,  be  often,  on 
Sir  Isaac  Newton's  instances,  furnished  him  with  observations  of  the  moon's 
|)laces,  in  order  to  carry  on  his  correction  of  the  lunar  theory.  A civil  corre- 
.s|K>udcucc  was  carried  on  between  them  * : only  Mr.  Flamsteed  could  not  but 
take  notice  that  as  Sir  Isaac  was  advanced  in  place,  so  he  raised  himself  in  his 
conversation,  and  became  more  magisterial.  At  last,  bnding  that  Mr.  Flamsteed 
had  advanced  fur  in  his  designed  catalogue  by  the  help  of  his  country  calcu- 
lators, that  he  had  made  new  lunar  tables,  and  was  daily  advancing  on  the  other 
planets.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  came  to  sec  him  (Tuesday,  April  11,  1704);  and 
desiring,  after  dinner,  to  be  shown  in  what  forwardness  his  work  tvas,  had  -so 
much  of  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  laid  open  before  him  as  was  then 
finished ; together  with  the  maps  of  the  constellations,  both  those  drawn  by  T. 
Weston  and  P.  Van  Somer,  as  also  his  collation  of  the  observed  places  of 
Satuni  and  Jupiter  with  the  Rudolphine  numbers.  Having  viewed  them  well, 
he  told  Mr.  Flamsteed  he  would  (i.  e.  he  was  desirous  to)  recommend  them  to 
the  Prince  privately.  Mr.  Flamsteed  (who  had  long  been  sensible  of  his  jiar- 
tiality,  and  heard  how  his  two  flatterers  cried  Sir  Isimc's  performances  up,  was 
sensible  of  the  snare  in  the  word  privately)  answered  that  would  not  do : and 
(upon  Sir  Isaac’s  demanding  " why  not  ?")  that  then  the  Prince’s  attendants  would 
tell  him  these  were  but  curiosities  of  no  great  use,  and  persuade  him  to  save  that 
expense,  that  there  might  be  the  more  for  them  to  beg  of  him : and  that  the 
recommendation  must  be  made  publicly  to  prevent  any  such  suggestions.  Sir 
Isaac  apprehended  right,  that  he  was  understood,  and  his  designs  defeated : and 
so  took  his  leave  not  well  satisfied  with  the  refusal. 

It  was  November  following  ere  Mr.  Flamsteed  heard  from  him  any  more: 
when,  considering  with  himself  that  what  he  had  done  was  not  well  under- 
stood, he  set  himself  to  examine  how  many  folio  pages  his  work  when  printed 

* This,  I presume,  ia  the  cormpomlence  alluded  to  in  page  62.  F.  B. 
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would  fill ; and  found  ujKin  an  easy  computiitiun  that  they  would  at  least  take 
up  1400.  Being  amazed  at  this,  he  set  himself  to  consider  them  more  seriously  ; 
drew  up  an  estimate  of  them ; and,  to  obviate  the  inisre])resentationa  of  Dr. 
S[loane]  and  some  others,  who  had  given  out  that  what  he  hud  was  inconsiderahle, 
he  delivered  a copy  of  the  estimate  to  Mr.  lIiMlgson,  then  lately  chosen  a Member 
of  the  Koyal  .Society,  with  directions  to  deliver  it  to  a friend,  who  he  knew 
would  ilo  him  justice ; and,  on  this  fair  account,  obviate  those  unjust  reports 
H-hich  hail  lieen  studiously  spread  to  his  prejudice.  It  happened  soon  after,  Mr. 
Hodgson  being  at  a meeting  spied  this  (lerson  there,  at  the  other  side  of  the 
roinn  ; and  therefore  gave  the  paper  to  one,  that  s-tood  in  some  company  Ix-twixt 
them,  to  1)0  handed  to  him.  But  the  gentleman,  mistaking  his  reijuest,  handed 
it  to  the  Secretary  [Dr.  Sloane]  who,  being  a Physician,  and  not  acijuainted  with 
astronomical  tenns,  did  not  read  it  reailily.  4VhereU|>on  another  in  the  company 
took  it  out  of  his  hands ; and,  having  read  it  distinctly,  desirefl  that  the  works 
therein  mentioned  might  be  recommended  to  the  Prince  ; the  charge  of  printing 
them  being  too  great  either  for  the  author  or  the  Royal  Society.  Sir  Isaac 
closeil  in  with  this. 

[»  ere  ends  the  document  from  which  the  above  portion  of  the  history  is 
taken.  F.  B.] 
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I HAD  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Newton  ever  since  the  year  1671 ; had  given 
him  the  diameters  of  the  planets  observed  by  me  at  Derby  in  the  years  1671,  72, 
and  73 ; as  also  the  greatest  elongations  of  Jupiter’s  satellites  (of  both  wliich 
he  made  use  in  his  Prinvipia) ; and,  since  I came  to  Loudon,  the  line  of  the 
great  comet  of  the  years  1680  and  81 ; affirming  that  the  comet  which  was  seen 
in  November  Itefore  was  tlie  same  with  that  1 observed  in  the  fblloiving  Decem- 
ber: which  he  would  not  then  grant,  but  contended  earnestly  that  they  were 
two  different  ones,  as  apjtears  by  a couple  of  very  long  letters  of  his  to  me,  dated 
Feb.  28,  1680-1,  and  April  16,  1681*.  In  which  opinion  he  |»ersi.sted  till  Sep- 
tember 1685;  when,  in  a letter  dated  the  19th  of  that  moiitli,  he  writes,  “ 1 
“ have  not  yet  computed  the  orbit  of  a comet,  but  am  now  going  about  it,  and 
“ taking  that  of  1680  into  fresh  consideration.  It  seems  very  probable  that 
“ those  of  November  and  December  were  the  same  comet  f.”  Tliis  is  what  he 
before  contended  against  with  .some  virulcncy,  but  he  had  no  mind  to  remember 
it,  and  at  that  time  I took  no  great  notice  of  it,  611  I found  when  his  Principiu 
W'ere  published  in  1687,  and  therein  a draught  of  the  comet's  orbit,  he  was 
pleiised  to  acknowledge  that  I had  disputed  that  the  comets  seen  in  November 
and  December  were  one  and  the  same ; and  that  1 had  given  him  the  line  of  its 
way  not  much  different  from  his  parabolical  one  there  described.  M'hcreas 
himself  had  dUputed  against  their  being  one,  and  cunse(|uently  against  that  one 
describing  any  |>arabolic  line  as  he  now  asserted,  and  will  appear  by  his  ow'ii 
forementioned  letters  to  me.  From  this  time  till  the  year  1695,  we  corresjKjnded 
civilly;  especially  about  the  years  1694  and  1695  J,  when,  on  his  repeated  re- 
quests, 1 imparted  to  him  about  150  places  of  the  moon  deduced  from  observations 
made  with  the  mural  arch,  and  compared  with  my  own  tables,  fitted  to  Mr. 
Horrocks’s  theory  ; but  covenanted  at  the  same  time  that  he  should  not  impart 

• Both  these  letters  arc  printed  in  the  General  Dictionary  (mentioned  in  page  3),  under  the 
article  “ Newton.**  F.  B. 

t This  letter  ia  alao  printed  in  the  work  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note.  See  the  note  in  page 
50.  K.  B. 

J All  the  Icttcra  which  I have  been  able  to  collect,  connected  with  thia  correapondence,  are  (ae 
already  mentioned  in  page  6.1)  inaerted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  16 — 3t.  They  extend  from  Oct.  7, 
1694,  to  Sept.  14,  1693.  F.  B. 
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t)iem  to  anybody  tvitbout  my  consent.  For,  1 told  him  (and  he  knew  it  very 
well)  that  1 had  made  use  of  an  old  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  made  to  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1686,  from  observations  taken  with  the  sextant  * : that  I 
was  busy  now  witli  a better  and  more  convenient  instrument ; and  that,  as  soon 
as  I had  got  the  new  catalogue,  I intended,  perfected,  all  those  places  of  the 
muon  should  I>e  cidcuiateil  over  again,  and  impai-ted  to  him ; but  the  hopes  he 
had  of  making  tliat  theory  his  own,  and  the  glory  of  restoring  the  moon’s  motions, 
would  not  suffer  him  to  stay  so  long  for. 

It  wiis  not  a full  year  after  but  I was  told  that  he  had  perfected  the  lunar 
theory : and  Dr.  Gregory  gave  out  that  there  was  no  need  of  further  observa- 
tions ; fur  his  number  would  answer  all  my  observations  within  two  or  three 
minutes,  or  less.  I had  covenanted  with  him  to  have  his  emendations  first  im- 
parted to  me,  because  I imparted  to  him  the  observations  from  which  they  were 
derived.  Hut,  his  promise  was  overlooked  or  forgot : at  last  it  came  to  my 
hands.  I found  the  solar  uumhers  were  the  same  I had  freely  given  liim  : and 
the  lunar  but  little  altered ; save  that  he  had  aililed  a ]>arcel  of  very  small  equa- 
tions which,  whether  the  heavens  would  bear  or  not,  was  only  to  be  found  by 
c.omparing  his  numbers  with  good  observations.  I therefore  made  new  lunar 
tables  exactly  agreeable  to  Ids  sentiment : but  when  I compared  the  moon’s 
places,  calculated  from  them,  with  her  jilaces  deduced  from  the  observations,  I 
found  that  those  numbers  which  were  said  to  agree  with  the  observations  witbiu 
two  or  three  minutes,  would  very  seldom  come  so  near,  but  often  differed  8,  9, 
or  10  minutes ; which  I did  not  admire  then  at  all,  being  very  sensible  that  the 
|iersous  who  so  loudly  on  all  occasions  cried  up  his  {>erformances  in  amending 
the  lunar  theory  and  tables,  did  it  to  oblige  his  friendship,  who  had  then  a great 
interest  in  a great  courtier  t : and  considering  also  that  [they]  were  persons  of 
very  ordinary  skill  in  that  part  of  mathematics  which  was  concerned  with  the 
heavens  and  the  lunar  theory. 

• See  the  Note  in  page  55.  F.  B. 

t iVnbably  Charles  Mutiugue,  who  had  been  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  was  afterward* 
(in  nOO)  created  Earl  of  Halifax.  On  the  death  of  his  wife  he  conceived  a strong  attachment  for 
Mrs.  Catherine  Barton,  the  widow  of  Ckil-  Barton,  and  the  niece  of  Newton,  a beautiful  and  accom- 
plished ludy  ; but  who  did  not  escape  the  censure  of  her  contemporarloi.  The  Earl  of  Halifax, 
prior  to  his  elevation  to  the  peerage,  promoted  Newton  to  the  Wardcnilup  of  the  Mint,  and  on  every 
•nl)«equcnt  occasion  lent  him  his  powerful  support.  At  his  decease,  he  left  Newton,  by  will,  only 
i^lOOi  whereas  he  bequeathed  to  his  niece,  Mrs.  Barton,  **  for  her  excellent  conversation,**  property 
in  houses,  lands,  jewels,  &c,  to  the  amount  of  25,000 : a considerable  sum  at  that  period.  She 
afterwards  married  Mr.  Conduit,  who  succcede<.l  Newton  in  the  Mint.  F.  B. 
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But  Mr.  Newton  wa.s  not  displeased  \ritli  their  flattery ; nor  ever  (that  I could 
hear  of)  endeavoured  to  correct  them.  We  conversed  civilly  as  oft  as  we  met 
accidentally  : and  he  failed  not  (as  if  he  were  a great  master  of  my  methods) 
always  to  ask  “ how  the  catalogue  went  on.”  To  which  I always  gave  him 
sincere  answers;  telling  him  how  far  I had  proceeded,  and  that  I wanted  more 
hands  both  to  carry  on  the  observations  ami  calculation.s  that  were  necessary. 
But  this  I could  not  get  him  to  take  notice  of.  In  the  mean  time,  some  friend 
of  mine  (that  was  frequently  in  company  with  me,  and  saw  how  the  work  went 
on  with  such  assistance  as  I hire<l  and  paid  myself,  and  was  infonued  what  the 
charge  would  be  of  printing  the  observations  of  30  years,  and  engraving  the  maps 
of  the  constellations  I had  prepared)  acquainted  Prince  George  of  Denmark  with 
my  performances.  Mr.  Newton  livetl  near  the  Court : I,  always  at  a distance. 
He  was  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  had  a great  courtier  as  his 
friend,  and  one  who  was  frequently  at  his  office,  requiretl  at  Court,  and  attending 
on  the  Prince  *.  So  that  he  could  not  but  hear  of  the  Prince’s  inclination  to 
make  me  easier  in  my  work  ; nor  could  Mr.  Netvton  fail  to  l)e  informed  of  it. 
So,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1704,  he  came  down  to  Greenwich,  visited  me  on  my 
request,  staid  and  dined  with  me.  At  his  first  coming  he  desired  to  see  what  I 
bad  ready  for  the  press.  I showed  him  the  books  of  observations,  together  with 
so  much  of  the  catalogue  as  w-as  then  finished  (which  was  about  one  half),  and 
a fair  copy  of  it : and  with  it  the  maps  of  the  constellations  drawn  both  by  my 
amanuensis  and  Vansomer.  Which  having  looked  over  carefully,  he  desired 
me  to  let  liim  have  tlie  recommending  of  them  to  the  Prince.  I was  surprised 
at  this  proposition.  I had  formerly  tried  his  temiwr,  and  always  found  him  in- 
sidious, andiitious,  and  excessively  covetous  of  praise,  and  imjmticnt  of  contra- 
diction. I had  taken  notice  of  some  faults  in  the  4th  laxik  of  his  Principia: 
which,  instead  of  thanking  me  for,  he  resented  ill.  Y’et  was  [so]  presumptuous 
that  he  sometimes  dared  to  ask  “ why  I did  not  hold  my  tongue.”  I considered 
that  if  I grantetl  what  he  desireit,  I should  put  myself  wholly  into  his  |K)wer,  or 
lx;  at  his  mercy,  who  might  s|x>il  all  that  came  into  his  hands,  or  put  me  to  un- 
necessary trouble  and  vexation  about  my  own  labors ; and  all  the  while  pretend 
that  he  did  it  to  amend  faults,  where  none  were  but  what  were  unavoidable,  or 
easy  to  be  corrected,  and  therefore  c.xcusable.  I had  further  irritated  him  by 
not  concealing  some  truths  that  are  since  puhli.shed  in  print,  and  notoriously 
known  ; and  therefore  civilly  refused  what  he  desired.  But  still  he  told  me  he 

* Probablv  Mr.  Montague.  See  the  lait  note.  F.  B. 
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would  recommend  them  to  the  Prince,  ajid  |«irted  with  me  in  the  evening  with 
a short  expression  of  very  good  advice,  “ Do  all  the  good  in  your  power  'vliich 
it  would  have  been  very  happy  for  him  if  he  had  followed  himself,  and  has  been 
the*  rule  of  my  life  from  my  infancy  ; though  1 do  not  know  that  it  ever  has  been 
of  his  •. 

But,  1 heard  no  more  of  his  recommendations.  On  the  contrary,  Ids  flatterers 
and  such  small  mathematicians  al>out  London  as  hoped  to  get  themselves  eS' 
teemed  very  skilful  even  by  crying  up  his  book,  began  to  ask  “ why  I did  not 
print*’  As  if  1 were  obliged  to  publish  my  works  just  when  they  pleased  t ; 
though  they  understood  no  more  of  my  works  than  they  did  of  his  book,  wldcli 
they  so  much  cried  up.  To  obviate  this  clamour,  I examined  all  my  lawks  of 
obsen'utions,  and  took  an  account  what  number  of  folio  pages  they  might  till 
when  printed ; and  found  it  much  greater  than  I expected.  Whercu|>on  I drew' 
my  Ei/timate  into  a short  pajwr,  wherein  I Iwth  showed  what  tlie  immber  of 
pages  were,  and  also  in  what  order  the  press  was  to  work  them  oflfj.  And 
chiefly  urged  tliat  the  maps  of  the  constellations  sliould  be  iirst  of  all  set  upon  : 

* The  character  which  Flamsteed  has  here  dmwu  ai  Xewtoi),  and  which  he  insists  ou  throughout 
the  whole  of  his  sutcnienta,  is  so  much  at  variance  with  that  mild  nnd  iutMle»t  bchanour  which  most 
of  his  biographers  have  attributed  to  him,  that  it  might  seem  like  the  excess  of  spleen  and  malice  on 
the  part  of  Flamsteed  to  dwell  so  much  on  these  topics,  were  uut  hia  opinioas  sticn^thcncd  by  that 
of  some  of  his  contemporaries.  Wliislou,  who  knew  him  w’dl,  says  lie  wtvs  impatient  of  contrudic* 
tion,  and  tlurt  he  was  of  the  most  fcarfiil,  cautious,  and  suspicions  tcm})er  that  he  ever  knew.  See 
WhUtou’s  MeMidrtf  page  2U4.  And,  in  a pamphlet,  published  in  the  year  1710,  entitled  An 
aer.ouni  of  tfic  late  proeeedingi  in  the  Council  of  the  Hoyal  Society,  in  order  to  retnow  from 
Gresham  College  into  Crane  Cmirt,  Fleet  Street  » copy  of  which  is  preserved  in  the  library  of  the 
British  Museum,  Sir  Isaac  Newton  is  accused  of  partiality  and  precipitancy,  and  of  having  acted 
(at  a meeting  of  the  Society,  called  for  tire  express  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of  such 
removal)  with  a degree  of  warmth,  and  to  have  assumed  an  air  and  tone,  not  very  suitable  to  the 
candour  and  impartiality  which  might  have  been  expected  from  the  President  of  so  distinguished  a 
body.  I shall  not  embark  in  the  odious  task  of  attempting  to  multiply  such  instances : indeed  it  ia 
with  much  reluctance  that  I advert  at  all  to  a subject  of  this  kind;  but  justice  to  Flamsteed'a 
memory  requiiTs  tliot  lie  sliould  be  dcfemlcd  even  from  the  suspicion  of  misreiittaeutaiion.  F.  B. 

t See  the  2nd  note  in  page  61 ; where  reference  made  to  a letter  of  Flamsteed,  explaiuitor)'  of 
his  reasons  for  not  printing  his  obucrvatious  at  that  early  period.  It  should  be  borne  in  miud,  how- 
ever, that  tluU  Ictlcr  was  written  long  before  the  quarrel  Ijctwmi  Newton  and  Flamsteed.  F.  B. 

t I apprehend  tluit  tiic  cstinK^c,  i»crc  tdlmlcd  to,  whs  not  an  estimate  of  the  exjteitw  of  priming 
the  work,  but  an  estimate  of  the  nundicr  of  i^‘gt 4 that  the  work  w’oukl  contain:  and  that  the  origi- 
nal document,  which  was  read  at  the  meeting,  now  exists  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Society,  bound 
up  at  the  end  of  the  (^llection  of  Flamsteed’s  letters  mentioned  in  the  note  iu  page  28.  The  esti- 
mate of  Uic  eupense  was  made  by  the  Referees,  and  will  be  mentioned  in  the  sequel.  F.  B. 
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that,  being  carried  on  apart,  they  might  be  finished  by  the  time  the  observations 
ivere  printed  off.  Vansomer,  an  excellent  designer,  who  had  drawn  about  a 
dozen  figures  for  me,  was  then  alive,  and  ready  to  go  on  with  the  rest.  My 
amanuensis  had  not  yet  left  me,  and  might  have  been  hired  again  to  continue  in 
my  service : Mr.  Hodgson’s  help  might  also  have  been  purchased.  Some  of  my 
acquaintance  had  fallen  into  a suspicion  that  my  labors  answered  not  what 
might  reasonably  be  expected  from  me.  That  I might  cure  them  of  their  mis- 
apprehensions, which  had  l>een  impressed  ui>un  them  by  the  false  and  malicious 
suggestions  of  some  few  arrogant  and  self-designing  people,  I gave  a copy  or 
two  of  this  Estimate  to  an  acquaintance  of  mine  ; desiring  him  to  show  it  to 
those  of  my  friends  who  had  been  possessed  with  these  unjust  sus]>icions.  At 
one  of  the  meetings  of  the  Royal  Society,  some  of  them  were  present : he  got 
my  ]>aper  handed  to  one  of  them  who  sat  at  a distance  (for  their  meetitigs  were 
thronged  \rith  company,  however  tliin  they  are  at  present),  who,  opening  the 
paper  and  finding  the  contents,  delivered  it  to  the  Secretary',  who  read  it  at  the 
Ixwrd.  This  convinced  the  members  present  that  I had  been  unjustly  aspersed : 
and  it  was  moved  that  the  printing  of  the  whole  should  be  recommended  to 
Prince  George  by  the  Society. 

Accordingly'  a committee  was  appointed,  who  with  Mr.  Newton  waited  on  the 
Prince.  But,  >vho  they  were,  when  they  waited  on  him,  and  how  they  made 
their  recommendation,  1 was  never  informed  ; nor  did  they  vouchsafe  to  consult 
me  about  it,  or  take  me  along  with  them.  All  that  I can  tell  of  is,  that  the 
estimate  was  wrote  in  November  1704 ; the  Prince  chosen  into  the  Society 
November  30th  : a letter  from  the  Prince’s  secretary,  Mr.  George  Clarke, 
directing  Mr.  Roberts,  Sir  C.  Wren,  Dr.  Gregory,  and  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  with 
Mr.  Neivton,  to  inspect  my  papers,  dated  Decern.  11,  1704*;  which  they  did, 

* The  roUowin;;  entries  appear  in  the  Jottrnai  Boifk  of  the  Ituyal  Society ; iilustmtirc  of  some  of 
the  events  of  this  ^>eriod,  viz.: 

Nov.  15,  n04. — “ A [mper  was  rei«t  from  Mr.  Flamsteed,  giving  an  estimate  of  a bool,  wherein 
“ he  intends  to  print  mill  engrave  his  observations  on  the  atara  for  30  years  past.  The  Society  onlcreil 
**  their  tlianka  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Flamsteed  for  communicating  this  his  design,  and  promised  to  en- 
**  courage  the  same  ns  far  as  they  cau.** 

Nov.  22, 1104. — “ 'file  Society  desired  the  President  to  recommend  Mr.  Flamsteed's  design,  as 
“ far  as  he  can,  in  order  to  tlic  publication  of  his  Obseiv  ationa.  ” 

Nov.  30,  1704. — “ The  Prince  of  llcnroark  was  unanimously  chosen  a member  of  the  Society' : 
**  and  the  Society  were  extremely  pleased  with  tlie  honor  the  Prince  did  them,  in  suffering  them  to 
**  choose  him  a member.** 

Dec.  20,  1104. — “ A letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Clarke  to  the  President  (by  order  of  the  Prince) 
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and  some  time  oiler  gave  in  their  report  of  the  charge  of  preparing  and  printing 
(lie  observations  and  catalogue  mentioned  in  the  estimate,  about  £863.  viz. 

£ s.  <t. 

283  reams  of  pa)»cr  for  400  copies,  at  20r.  per  ream  • . 283  0 0 

Composition  and  press>work  for  300  sheets,  at  20r.  per  sheet  • • 300  0 0 

Chaises  of  an  amanuensis  for  copying,  comparing,  correcting,  and  exa- 
mining the  papers  •..•••  100  0 0 

To  compute  the  planets*  places,  for  two  calculators  * • 180  0 0 

In  all -C803  0 O 

But,  the  last  particular  of  the  charge  (£180  for  two  calculators)  was  not 
mentioned  in  it ; but  added  in  a note  under  it : for  wbut  reason  tliose  know 
best  who  dre(v  it  up  *.  Nor  tlie  charge  of  designing  and  engraving  about  50 
plates  of  the  constellations  ; though  this  was  likely  to  lie  tlie  heaviest  part  of  the 
cliarge,  and  the  .obsen'atioiis  could  not  lie  understood  without  them.  I had 
further  proposed  them  to  be  the  first  taken  care  of  and  begun.  I had  them  ail 
drawn;  and  twelve  of  them,  anew  desigiieil  by  a skilful  workman,  by  me. 
These  were  the  most  sumptuous  part  of  the  work  : and  had  it  not  liecii  for  them, 
I had  no,  or  little  need  to  crave  the  Prince's  help  to  print.  Why  they  were 
neglected.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  best  knows.  Betwixt  March  22,  1704-5,  and 
April  21,  1705,  Mr.  Newton  was  knighted  by  the  Queen  at  Cambridge +. 

Hereby  I was  plainly  convinceil  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton  was  no  friend  to  [my] 
work ; and  every  step  be  took  afterwards  proved  plainly  that,  whatever  be  pre- 
tended, his  design  was  either  to  gain  the  honor  of  all  my  pains  to  himsell,  to 
make  me  come  under  him  (as  Dr.  Arhuthnot  some  time  after  expressed),  or  to 
spoil  or  sink  it;  which  it  was  my  chief  concern  and  business,  if  possible,  to  pre- 

**  concerning  the  publication  of  Mr.  Flamatccd’a  papers.  The  President  was  desired  to  take 
“ what  care  in  this  matter  he  shall  think  necessarj-,  towards  the  most  spcetly  puhlicstion  of  so 
“ useful  a work.  And  the  President  was  desired  to  return  the  most  humble  thanks  and  ac- 
“ knowlcdgments  of  the  Society  to  the  Prince,  for  so  great  a favor,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall 

Hiink  fit.” 

Jan.  3, 1104-5. — “ The  President  reported  that  he  had  waited  on  the  Prince,  with  the  thanks 
” of  the  Society ; and  that  the  publication  of  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  papers  is  carrying  on  as  fast  ns 

may  he.” 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Clarke,  above-mentioned,  in  given  in  the  ,\ppendut,  No.  18.  F.  B. 

* There  are  two  copies  of  tliis  Rcjrort  amongst  Flamsteed’s  MSS ; one  in  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  49, 
and  the  other  in  vok  35,  {Nige  33.  But  this  rPlSO  is  not  mentioned  in  cither  of  them.  They  are 
both  alike,  and  a correct  copy  is  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  84.  F.  B. 

4 He  was  knighted  on  April  21,  1105.  F.  B. 
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vent.  I therefore  printed  my  estimate  and  gave  it  to  my  friend.s  * ; that  they 
might  see  what  my  works  were,  and  how  I thought  it  best  to  proceed  in  print- 
ing them. 

To  screen  himself  from  the  just  imputation  and  blame  tliat  would  probably 
follow  .such  disingenuous  and  ungrateful  practices,  he  made  use  of  these  gentle- 
men, to  whom  lie  had  got  the  inspection  of  my  books  of  observations  ordered  by 
the  Prince,  and  called  them  the  Prince’s  referees.  Of  these.  Sir  C.  Wren  was 
then  aljout  70  years  of  age  : and  though  he  was  a skilful  person,  yet  being  full 
of  other  business,  he  was  sure  to  have  him,  who  lived  in  his  neighbourhood,  to 
consent  to  all  his  orders,  and  subscribe  them.  Rlr.  Koberts  was  an  easy,  good- 
natured  man,  but  knew  little  of  the  business.  Mr.  Aston  had  been  fellow  of 
the  same  (Trinity)  college  in  Cambridge,  at  the  same  time  with  him,  knew  no- 
thing of  the  business,  lived  in  the  Court,  had  licen  my  friend  and  guest  at  the 
Observatory,  mis  too  much  a courtier  to  withstand  any  one  that  had  a noble 
patron  in  the  ministry,  and  therefore  was  taken  into  the  numlicr  of  referees, 
sometimes  for  special  purposes.  Dr.  Gregory,  though  he  published  a piece  of 
astronomy,  knew  but  very  little  of  that  part  of  it  that  was  cultivated  here.  Nor 
was  Dr.  Arbuthnot  skilled  in  it  t : but  being  one  of  the  Prince's  physicians, 
he  was  taken  in  to  serve  Sir  Isaac  Neii'ton’s  purposes.  He  saw  what  was 
designed,  and  tcstificfl  to  me,  by  some  expressions,  that  he  approved  not  such 
proceedings ; promised  once  to  assist  me  in  a particular  alfair ; and,  though  he 
met  with  obstructions,  performed  it  handsomely. 

With  these  persons  Sir  Isaac  Nendon  began  to  act  his  part,  and  carr)'  on  his 
designs.  I dealt  honestly  and  openly  with  him,  as  will  apjiear  by  the  copies  of 
some  letters  1 wrote  to  him  upon  several  occasions ; having  no  other  design  but  to 
have  my  work  handsomely  printed,  aud  as  soon  as  possible : fur  the  Prince  was 
very  intirm  J.  But,  I soon  perceived  that  he  designed  only  to  hinder  the  ivork 

* The  estimate  alluded  to  in  the  note  in  page  74.  F.  B. 

t Dr.  Arbuthnot,  whose  name  will  be  frequently  mentioned  in  the  sequel,  was  a native  of  Scot, 
land,  and  took  bis  degree  of  M.D.  at  Aberdeen.  For  some  time  after  he  settled  in  Ixmdon,  his 
practice  produced  so  little  emolument  that  he  found  it  necessary,  for  his  support,  to  teach  the  mathe. 
maticB.  Like  many  others  of  the  medical  profession,  he  was  indebted  to  a circumstance,  wholly  for- 
tuitous, for  his  first  elevation.  Prince  George  of  Denmark  was  suddenly  taken  ill  at  Epsom,  at  the 
time  Dr.  Arbuthnot  happened  to  be  there  : he  was  accordingly  called  in : the  Prince  recovered  ; and 
he  was  ever  afterwards  employed  by  him  as  his  physician.  In  1709,  he  was  appointed  physician  in 
ordinary  to  Queen  Anne.  He  is  well  known  as  a satirical  writer,  and  died  in  1735. — Hutton's 
Ahrititjmeni  of  the  Phil.  Trans.,  vol.  5,  page  606,  note.  F.  B. 

t Besides  the  correspondence,  which  has  for  the  most  part  been  preserved  by  Flamsteed,  he  also 
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by  delays,  or  spoil  or  sink  it,  or  force  me  to  comply  with  his  humour,  and  flatter 
him,  and  cry  him  up  as  Dr.  Gregory  and  Dr.  Halley  did  *.  I was  forced 
therefore  to  act  with  more  caution  than  I had  done  hitherto,  that  I might  give 
him  no  cause  of  pretensions  to  stop  the  |>rogress  of  the  work : to  fonvard  which, 
I used  my  best  diligence  and  honest  endeavours.  I hired  one,  and  employed 
him  to  copy  s|>ecimens  of  the  several  parts  of  the  work ; 1”.  tlie  observations  of 
the^  fixed  stars  made  with  the  sextant : 2°.  of  the  moon  made  with  the  same 
instrument : 3°.  of  observations  made  with  the  mural  arch : 4“.  of  the  new  cata- 
logue which  I sent  him,  with  a list  that  gave  an  account  of  them,  dated  Jan.  5, 
1704  ; but  could  not  get  them  printed  ofiF  till  March  22  following.  In  the 
mean  time  Sir  Isaac  Newton  apjiointed  a meeting  of  his  referees,  March  5 fol- 
lowing. Mr.  Churchill  was  not  there ; but  Sir  Isaac,  with  Dr.  Arbuthnot, 
Dr.  Gregory  and  Mr.  Aston,  dined  at  Chvirchill's : and  a fortnight  after, 
Mr.  Aston  told  me  of  it  (for  I dined  not  with  them),  and  that  all  things,  he 
thought,  were  then  agreed  but  paiair.  Now  I understood  that  Jlr.  Churchill 
was  to  be  the  undertaker  f : he  had  been  recommended  for  that  purjXMc,  by  one 
that  I took  to  be  my  friend,  without  my  knowle<lge;  for  I did  not  conceive  that 
we  had  any  need  of  one,  and  so  did  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Society.  But 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  was  resolved  to  make  friends  at  my  cost.  For,  as  he  ordered 
the  matter,  the  undertaker  was  here  to  reap  the  sole  advantage  of  all  my  labors 
and  great  expenses ; and  he  was  so  confident  of  it,  that  when  I intimated  it  to 
him,  he  answered  boldly  “ The  Prince  would  reward  me  for  them.” 

However  there  was  no  receding:  for  then  Sir  Isiwc  Newton's  criei-s-up  would 
have  clamoured  " that  I hindered  the  printing  of  my  o^^■n  works  myself.”  To 
avoid  th.at  inijuitation  I was  silent.  Tliough  I complained  oft  to  some  friends  in 
private,  but  never  did  anything  whereby  it  might  ap|H«r  I allowed  him.  At 
this  meeting  on  the  5th  of  March,  the  speeijuens  of  the  undertaker’s  printing 
were  produced,  but  found  to  lie  ill  done.  I got  others  done  very  well,  and  paid 
the  printers  myself. 

kept  ft  Diary  of  hie  proceedings,  relative  to  tliis  subject;  wliich  it  scattered  through  various  pages 
of  the  letter-book  A (MSS,  vol.  3‘1).  Itconimcnccs  on  47,  v.ilh  tltc  date  of  Novem.  8,  1704, 
and  tenninates  with  the  date  of  August  6,  1713.  The  facts  arc  nil  collected  together,  and  inserted 
in  the  Appendix,  No.  75.  F.  11. 

* The  initials  only  of  these  nrmes  arc  given  in  tl*c  MS,  Imt  it  is  evident  that  these  arc  the 
parties  intended.  P.  B. 

t The  term  undertaker  is  here  used  by  Flamsteed  as  syiumyrneus  with  bookseller,  or  rather, 
yubiither.  F.  B. 
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June  the  11th  following.  Dr.  Gregory  and  myself,  with  Mr.  Churchill,  dined 
at  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s;  where  they  agreed  to  give  Mr.  Churchill  £1  14*.  per 
sheet.  They  signed  the  agreement,  hut  1 would  not,  although  they  urged  me 
much.  I desired  to  he  excused  ; for  it  was  now  plain  to  me  that  he  designed 
not  the  good  of  the  impression  or  ray  advantage,  hut  to  make  him  a friend  of  a 
great  name,  by  obliging  a ]>ersou  I never  had  any  ac(|uaintance  with,  and  enrich- 
ing him  at  my  cost  *.  This  ]>oint  being  over,  I was  in  hopes  that  the  press 
should  have  been  set  to  work  immediately ; for  I had  about  50  sheets  of  observa- 
tions, made  with  the  sextant,  ready  copied,  and  the  rest  of  that  sort  would  easily 
be  finished  before  these  could  be  printed  otf.  But  I found  myself  deceived : we 
were  as  far  off  from  printing  as  if  no  such  bargain  had  been  made. 

At  midsummer  following  I paid  my  amanuensis  and  calculators  a ([uarter’s 
pay  myself;  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  to  encourage  me  to  do  it,  talked  often  of 
drawing  the  Prince’s  money.  But,  when  I waited  on  him,  July  4th  following, 
and  told  him  that  I must  go  into  Surrey  to  reap  my  harvest  (as  usually  I did, 
every  year,  aliout  tliis  time),  he  put  me  olf  again,  before  I could  say  anything  to 
him  of  it,  by  telling  me  that  Dr.  Arbuthnoi’s  daughter  was  so  very  ill  that  the 
Doctor  could  do  nothing  till  her  recovery  ; that  it  was  not  fit  we  should  begin  to 
print  till  we  had  received  his  Royal  Highness’s  money  ; and  that  it  would  be  soon 
enough  at  my  return.  I had  put  12  sheets,  ready  for  the  press,  into  his  hands  a 
week  before,  lie  thought  to  work  me  to  his  ends  by  putting  me  to  extraordinary 
charges  in  mtuntaining  and  paying  an  amanuensis  and  calculators  myself,  at  my 
own  charges.  But,  I resolved  to  bear  this  expense  patiently,  and  defeat  his 
designs. 

After  this,  I caused  my  amanuensis  and  calculators  to  go  on  with  their  work, 
and  carried  on  the  observations  for  com|ileling  the  catalogue  and  others,  accord- 
ing us  1 had  opportunity.  But,  Sir  Isimc  became  daily  more  jwrverse,  and  sought 
by  several  vexatious  pi’etences  to  discourage  me,  and  weary'  me  if  possible.  I 
paid  my  calculators  and  amanuen.sis  .3  (piarters,  without  any  present  prospect  of 
being  any  way  re-imbursed.  But  yet  I had  hopes,  if  once  the  press  began  to  work, 
they  would  not  find  any  new  tricks  or  pretences  to  delay  rcpiiying  me.  But, 
herein  too  I found  myself  mistaken  ; those  that  have  begun  to  do  ill  things,  never 
blush  to  do  worse  and  worst!  to  screen  themselves.  Sir  Isaac  Neuion  had  still 
more  to  do,  and  was  ready  at  coining  new  excuses  and  pretexts  to  cover  his 

* It  was  hat  rcatoiiable  in  FlamBtccd  to  expect  that,  if  any  profit  nroee  from  the  publication  of  the 
work,  it  ought  to  belong  to  him,  mlhcr  than  to  the  bookscUer.  See  lua  own  opinion  on  thia  subject, 
in  a paper  tinted  August  29,  1103,  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  103.  F.  B. 
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disingenuous  and  malicious  practices.  I had  none  but  very  honest  and  honorable 
ilesigns  in  niy  mind  : I met  his  cunning  forecasts  with  sincere  and  honest  an- 
swers, and  thereby  frustrated  not  a few  of  his  malicious  designs. 

Finding  that  I persisted  unwearied  in  my  purjaises,  he  demanded  to  have  my 
Firtt  Night  Notes  put  into  his  hands,  that  he  might  comiiare  them  with  my 
copy.  These  were  wrote  in  quarto  volumes  * ; and  from  them  were  commonly 
trauscril»ed  correctly  into  large  folios,  next  morning,  from  which  the  copies 
were  taken  "f.  I knew  that  he  would  l)e  ndstaken,  and  that  they  would  not  serve 
his  design;  they  were  put  into  his  hands  February  '23,  1705-6.  Mr.  Horlgson 
aequainterl  me  that  Sir  Isaac  had  showed  him  3 or  4 pages  of  errata,  that  were 
comndtted  in  transcribing  ns  lie  sujijiosed  : and  a table,  made  by  Dr.  Gregory, 
for  turning  the  revolves  of  the  screw  into  degrees,  minutes  and  seconds,  wherein 
he  wisely  had  supposed  the  screw  everywhere  equal  and  eijuable.  I smiled  at 
this,  and  promised  to  send  them  my  own  tables  for  that  purpose,  and  showed  them 
their  mistakes,  and  that  there  were  no  material  errors  committed.  Tliis  wa.s 
some  small  mortiticatiou  to  them  : but  they  had  learned  not  to  be  ashnmeil. 

Though  1 had  refused  to  handle  luiy  of  the  Prince’s  money  but  what  was  to 
re|Kiy  my  proja?r  disbursements  J,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton  had  granted  that  then 
it  was  not  necessary  I should  sign  any  agreement  w ith  the  referees,  yet  now  he 
became  very  jmsitivc  for  Articles.  He  had  said  to  some  of  his  confidants,  “ that 
“ he  would  hamper  me  with  Articles."  It  had  come  to  my  ears ; and  therefore, 
on  his  urging  me,  I drew  up  some  for  the  undertaker  to  sign  ; as,  that  he  should 

* These  quarto  volumca  arc  atilt  in  existence,  and  are  the  MSS,  voli.  3,  3,  4,  S,  6, 1,  and  8 ; 
some  of  the  former  of  which  arc  the  books  here  alluded  to.  For,  in  the  6rat  page  of  MSS,  vol.  2, 
(containing  the  entries  of  hia  ohacirationB  from  Nov.  t,  1679,  to  Feb.  t5,  1684,)  Flam- 

steed haa  wrilten  this  note  with  hia  own  hand,  viz. Librum  kune  jMiaU^uam  detinuiaset  fere  13 
annoe  remiait  Newtonua  Eq.  mcnac  Octobria  excuntc  anni.”  And  in  the  first  jiage  of  vol.  3, 
(containing  the  original  entries  of  hia  obacrvalioua  from  Feb.  19,  1684,  to  Sept.  3,  1689,)  he  has 
also  written  with  hia  own  hand,  the  following  note : — “ Commoda  Eq.  N.  Feb.  27, 1715-6,  rccepi 
“ peat  multaa  frivolat  excuaatioiiea  et  fletas  morarum  vel  preteitaa  causae  misso  J.  C.  ad  petendum 
” July  1,  1715,  cum  libro  1®  obaervationum  Grenoviecnaium  post  9^  annorum  captivitatem.’*  These 
facta  aral  dates  will  be  borne  out  by  the  auhacquent  history.  See  Flamateed’a  letter  to  Sharp,  July 
9,  1715,  and  other  documents  conhrmatory  thereof  in  the  Appendix.  F.  B. 

t Tliese  folio  MS  books  (called  by  Flamsteed  the  Apo^ap/ia}  are  also  in  existence ; and  are  MSS, 
vols.  15, 16,  17  ; and  contain  copiet  of  all  his  ohaervationa  made  with  the  mural  arc.  F.  B. 

t Flamsteed  very  wisely  objected  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  disposal  of  the  Prince’s  monev  ; 
as  he  well  knew,  from  experience,  that  he  would  probably  have  much  trouble  in  passing  his  accounts, 
and  getting  his  6nal  discharge  from  Government.  F,  B. 
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print  only  400  copies ; that  he  should  have  no  interest  in  the  original,  &c.  But 
these  were  not  to  his  purpose : I would  not  court  him.  To  bring  about  his  low 
designs  he  makes  Articles  himself : in  which  some  things  of  mine  were  inserted ; 
and  in  them  he  covenants  the  undertaker  should  print  5 sheets  per  week  ; and 
for  reprinting  of  faulty  sheets;  and  that  I should  have  £125  paid  me  when  10 
sheets  were  printed  off.  These  were  read  to  me  once ; and  I was  reijuired  to 
sign  them  immediately,  else  the  work  was  at  a stand  : no  time  would  be  allowed 
to  consider  of  them,  or  mend  anything  I thought  amiss  in  them.  1 was  then 
near  £140  out  of  pocket  * : all  ray  copy  was  ready  for  the  press,  or  soon  would 
be.  If  I refused,  the  work  would  be  broken  off  immediately,  and  the  fault  would 
be  thrown  upon  me.  For  Sir  Isaac  Netvton  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
court : I at  six  miles’  distance.  He  had  his  close  friend  the  Lord  Halifax  t to 
supjwrt  him  there,  with  the  Prince's  physician  : 1 hod  nothing  but  my  sincerity 
and  God’s  blessing  to  depend  upon.  Trusting  ou  these  alone  I signed  them  ; not 
doubting  but  now  the  press  would  begin.  The  Articles  are  dated  November 
the  lOtli,  in  the  4th  year  of  Queen  Anue,  or  1705 

But,  herein  I soon  found  myself  deceived.  This  would  not  satisfy ; I would 
not  yet  cry  up  Sir  Isaac  as  others  did.  To  bring  me  to  that  baseness,  now  he 
has  got  my  books  of  Night  Notes,  he  wants  a copy  of  so  much  of  the  catalogue 
as  I had  gone  through  with,  to  be  trusted  into  his  hands.  He  therefore  de- 
manded it.  I answered  that  it  was  not  then  perfected  ; that  I believed  it  would 
contain  a good  number  more  than  I had  yet  observed  and  rectified  ; that  the 
stars  already  in  it  were  about  1500,  but  probably  I should  make  them  2.500  ; 
that  these  were  the  result  of  all  my  labors,  in  which  having  spent  above  £2000 
of  my  own  money  above  my  allowances,  it  would  neither  be  prudent  nor  safe  to 
trust  a copy  of  them  out  of  my  own  keeping.  He  answered  that  I might  then 
put  them  into  his  hands,  sealed  up : whereby  I understood  they  were  to  be  so 
kept  by  him  till  I had  finished  the  whole,  and  was  ready  to  print  it.  I considered 

* This  sum  relates  only  to  the  adStioml  expense  which  he  had  incurred  in  preparing  the  work 
for  press,  in  consequence  of  the  interference  of  the  Prince.  The  particulars  of  these  disbursements 
arc  given  in  the  Diary  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  15.  F.  B. 

t The  initial  only  of  this  name  is  given  in  the  MS,  but  there  can  be  no  question  about  the 
person  intended.  K.  B. 

I There  are  4 copies  (or  draughts)  of  these  articles  (all  unexecuted)  amongst  Flamsteed’s  MS 
papers,  which  arc  to  be  found  in  MSS,vol.  35,  pages  63 — 13.  These  are  similar  to  each  other,  and 
differ  only  in  a few  unimportant  particulars.  1 have  given  in  the  Ap|)cndix,  No.  Ill,  that  which  is 
the  most  comprehensive ; with  Notes  where  there  is  any  remarkable  deviation  from  the  rest.  I 
cannot  ascertain  wfuch  was  the  one  actually  agreed  upon.  F.  B. 

M 


Digitized  by  Google 


82  Flamstbed's  Hittory  of  hit  own  Life. 

also  that  this  half  of  my  catalogue  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  him,  aud  con- 
sented. I therefore  delivered  the  copy  of  so  much  of  the  catalogue  as  was 
finished  into  Mr.  Hodgson’s  hands,  with  orders  to  seal  it  up  in  Sir  Christopher 
Wren’s  presence,  and  deliver  it  to  Sir  Isaac  Newion  when  10  sheets  were 
printed,  and  £125  (which  would  then  be  payable  by  the  Articles)  should  be  paid 
me*.  This  was  jl/arcA  8th,  1706 1:  but  this  direction  I waived  afterwards; 
and  it  was  put  into  Ids  hands,  the  week  after,  without  receiving  a farthing  for 
the  hoard  or  pay  of  my  amanuensis  or  calculators.  For,  honett  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton (to  use  his  own  words)  would  have  " all  things  in  his  own  jHJWcr,”  to  spoil 
or  sink  them  ; that  he  might  force  me  to  second  his  designs  and  applaud  him, 
which  no  honest  man  would  nor  could ; and,  God  l>e  thanked,  I lay  under  no 
necessity  of  doing. 

This  business  being  over,  a week  after,  meeting  me  in  London,  he  told  me  he 
would  now  draw  £800  of  the  Prince’s  money  ; hut  said  nothing  of  paying  me 
what  I had  disbursed.  However,  we  must  now  put  the  work  into  the  press: 
for,  after  such  unreasonable  concessions  on  my  part,  his  pretences  for  further 
delay  were  all  taken  away ; and  he  had  no  excuses  for  further  delays. 

April  4th,  being  in  London,  I was  told  that  all  the  errors  which  he,  by  mis- 
take, thought  he  had  found  in  my  copy,  were  quitted  ; and  that  the  first  sheets 
would  go  to  the  press  this  week. 

April  19th.  I waited  upon  him  again:  he  told  me  gravely  that,  the  Prince 
having  subscribed  a great  sum  to  the  Emperor’s  loan,  the  money  could  not  l>e 
received  ; but  that  he  had  taken  up  money  for  Mr.  Churchill.  This  was  to  pro- 
voke me : but  he  failed  of  his  design.  M'hatever  I had  hitherto  expended,  I 
was  content  to  adventure  a little  more.  Mr.  Churchill  was  put  upon  me ; had 
never  been  at  any  expense  ; must  have  monies  put  into  hie  hands  beforehand  to 
buy  paper  and  pay  the  printer  . whereby  he  was  sure  to  have  him  at  his  com- 
mand. And,  though  it  was  covenanteil  that  be  should  print  but  400  copies, 
might  take  as  many  as  he  pleased : for  I never  beard  nor  found  that  he  had  given 
any  bond  or  security  for  his  fair  dealing  : however  it  was  highly  reasonable  he 
should.  But,  this  was  not  all.  The  printer,  being  to  be  piiid  by  the  under- 

* It  18  difficult  to  account  fur  the  motive  which  could  have  influenced  Newton  to  have  propored 
snd  insisted  U|>on  this  cautiouB  step.  It  showed  (^eat  suspicion  of  the  (wrson  with  whom  he  was 
dealing  : and  such  conduct  would  not  be  tolerated  or  even  attempted  at  the  present  day  on  either 
tide  between  mdividualt  of  their  rank  in  society.  F.  B. 

t In  the  M.S  this  is  stated  to  be  April  8th : but,  on  reference  to  the  Diartf  aud  other  documents, 
it  IS  evident  that  Flamsteed  has  mistaken  the  mouth.  F.  B. 
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taker,  and  not  by  me,  was  likely  to  be  careless  of  his  work  : which  1 urged,  but 
to  no  purpose. 

It  wa.s  May  10th  ere  the  first  sheet  was  printed  off ; and  June  3rd  ere  we  got 
a second  : and  the  third  on  the  7th  of  June.  So  here  was  a whole  month  since 
the  first  was  wrought  off ; and  not  two  sheets  (in  the  room  of  20  that,  by  the 
Articles,  ought  to  have  been  printed)  in  a month’s  time.  I complained  boldly  of 
the  dilatoriness ; but  in  vain.  All  the  answer  I got  was  from  Sir  Isaac’s  own 
mouth,  " that  we  must  proceed  slowly  at  first,  and  make  more  dispatch  after.” 
This  was  one  of  the  fruits  of  our  having  an  undertaker,  and  leaving  the  printer 
to  be  paid  by  bim,  who  neglected  the  Historia  Cailestu  if  they  had  but  a sorry 
pamphlet  to  print. 

We  had  got  two  alphabets  (that  is,  about  46  sheets)  out  of  the  press  by  Christ- 
mas 1706;  and  the  whole  (5  E)  or  97,  before  December  21,  1707 ; that  is,  97 
sheets  in  about  89  weeks.  In  which  [time]  had  they  printed  5 sheets  per  week, 
according  to  their  Articles,  all  the  observations  made  with  the  mural  arch  from 
1689  to  1706,  might  have  been  easily  printed,  as  well  as  those  made  with  the 
sextant. 

In  the  meantime  Sir  Isaac  Newton  sometimes  stopt  the  press  without  assign- 
ing a reason  for  it,  or  any  occasion  given  by  me  : but  upon  my  complaint  at  the 
first,  and  aftenvards,  without  any  solicitation  of  mine  at  all,  let  it  go  on  again.  I 
happened  once  to  visit  the  press  when  he  was  there,  and  took  the  opportunity  to 
show  him  how  ill  the  compositor  had  placed  the  types  of  the  figures,  and  how 
much  awry  to  the  lines  to  which  they  belonged.  (Sheet  Kkk,  page  224.)  He 
put  his  head  a little  nearer  to  the  paper,  but  not  near  enough  to  see  the  fault, 
(for  he  is  very  near  sighted,)  and  making  a slighting  motion  with  his  hand  said, 
" Methinks  they  are  well  enough.”  This  encouraged  the  printer  in  his  careless- 
ness : the  sheet  was  ]irinted  off,  and  the  fault  nut  mended  ; and  caused  me  to  be 
more  watchful  over  the  printer.  For,  now  it  was  plain  to  me  that  the  referee, 
as  he  called  himself,  was  not  displeased  with  the  faults  he  committed  ; and  the 
undertaker  never  concerned  himself  about  them.  He  was  sure  of  certain  gains 
by  the  paper  and  press-work  ; and  something  more,  probably,  than  we  were 
aware  of*. 

* The  follon'ing  entry  appears  in  the  Juumal  Book  of  the  Royal  Society  ; aa  connected  with  the 
hiltory  of  this  period : viz. 

Jan.  8, 1706-7.  “ The  Prcaident  wasdeaired  to  endeavour  to  get  the  MSS  of  Tycho  Brahe  lo 
“ he  printed  with  Mr.  Flamateed's  ohaervatioDs.  These  MSS  are  said  to  be  in  the  King  of  Dcn- 
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The  printing  of  the  sextant  observations  being  finished,  I expected  the  press 
should  have  gone  on,  after  Christmas,  with  the  volume  of  observations  made 
with  the  mural  arch,  which  were  double  the  numlier  of  the  other.  But,  Sir 
Isaac  Xewton  had  put  a full  stop  to  the  press,  though  he  knew  verj'  well  that  the 
copy  was  ready,  fairly  transcribed  on  175  sheets.  ^\'hal  excuse  he  made  for  it.  I 
know  not;  for  none  of  his  confidants  would  acquaint  me*. 

In  the  meantime  I had  complained  to  one  of  the  refertM^s,  wlio  was  oAen  at 
Court,  and  waited  fre({uently  on  the  Prince,  of  my  ill  usage ; that  care  was  taken 
of  the  undertaker  and  printer,  but  that  none  was  taken  to  reimburse  me  in  the 
entertainment  and  pay  of  three  calculators,  and  in  transcribing  the  copy  for  the 
press,  which  came  to  more  than  £173f;  though  I accounted  nothing  for  my 
own  and  my  servant’s  attendance  on  the  press.  He  was  ashamed  of  it ; promised 
it  should  l>e  redressed  ;'and  I am  apt  to  think  procured  a meeting  to  be  ap{K)inted 
on  the  20th  of  March  following  which  was  notified  to  me : and  I was  then 
desired  to  bring  with  me  what  I liad  more  by  me,  reiuly  for  the  press. 

The  press  had  now  stood  three  months,  by  Sir  Isaac  New'ton’s  only  procure- 
ment For,  to  keep  all  things  wholly  in  his  own  |>ower,  he  bad  brought  in  an 

“ xnArk’a  library  : and  the  President  wta  desired,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  to  address  the  Prince 
**  in  that  matter.**  F.  B. 

* In  the  ori^nal  MS  there  ia  a short  paragraph  inserted  here  which  is  evidently  mU  of  place ; aa 
it  refers  to  the  order  of  July  13,  and  the  letter  of  July  19,  1708 : l»oth  of  which  will  be  found  in 
the  sequel.  F.  B. 

t This  alludes  to  the  aiiditionai  expeuse  mentioned  in  the  note  in  page  61 ; and  which  had  now 
accumulated  to  this  amount  The  particulars  of  the  disbursements  may  be  seen  in  the  Diary,  which 
is  inserted  in  the  Ap|)cndix,  Xo.  75.  F.  B. 

I For  the  more  perfect  understanding  of  the  subsequent  disputes  and  difficulties,  the  reader  will 
bear  in  mind  that  the  first  volume  of  the  Historia  Caelestis  had  uow  been  printed  otf ; and  that  in 
the  prepress  thereof  there  seems  to  have  been  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  manntrr  in  which 
that  part  of  the  work  was  to  be  arranged  and  aet  up;  although  we  hnd  much  complaint  about  the 
delay.  In  the  arrangement  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  scamd  volume,  however,  it  would  appear 
that  Flamsteed  and  the  referees  were  completely  at  issue.  Flamsteed,  for  reasons  which  he  has  very 
well  explained,  insisted  not  only  that  the  catalogue  should  be  printed  under  his  own  immediate 
superintendence  and  control,  but  that  it  should  not  be  printed  till  after  the  oWrvations : and  more- 
over 1m:  naturally  expected  that  the  observations  were  to  be  printed  in  the  nrtlcr,  and  in  the  manner, 
registerctl  in  his  biK»ks.  On  the  first  point  he  was  decided;  and  would  not  )neld  to  the  importunities 
of  the  referees,  who  wished  to  prefix  it  to  the  first  volume,  now  finished.  On  the  second  point,  he 
appears  to  have  been  kepi  in  ignorance  of  any  intended  alteration ; and  was  consequently  very  much 
surprized  and  jiMtly  indignant,  when  he  found  that  the  referees  had  garfded  his  observations  in  a 
manner  unworthy  of  the  establishment  over  which  he  had  presided  with  so  much  honor,  aud  dis- 
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undertaker  who  was  useless  to  the  business,  and  served  only  to  spoil  the  work, 
or  worse  ; and  a printer  whom  I believe  he  paid.  I am  sure  he  never  consulted 
me  about  the  payment  of  either,  though  there  was  sufficient  cause ; all  the 
articles  relating  to  them  having  been  broken  : but  by  this  management  he  had 
them  wholly  at  his  devotion.  On  the  day  appointed  (March  20,  1707-8)  I took 
up  with  me  to  London,  all  the  observations  here  made  betwixt  Septcmlrer  1689 
and  December  1705,  fairly  copied  in  175  sheets  of  large  paper.  Six  sheets  were 
of  the  planets’  places,  calculate<l  from  the  observations  made  w'ith  the  sextant,  which 
ought  to  have  been  printed  next  after  the  said  observations ; as  also  a fair  copy 
of  the  places  of  the  stars  in  the  ecliptical,  and  as  many  of  the  southern  constel- 
lations, as  I had  then  rectifted.  The  referees  viewe<l  them ; and  Sir  Isajic  Mew- 
ton,  after  some  time,  withdrew  ; and  calling  Dr.  Arbuthnot  out  to  him,  produced 
the  following  paper  which  the  other  referees,  as  1 remember,  signed.  He  would 
not  deliver  it  to  me,  but  gracioutly  permitted  me  to  take  a eopy  of  it,  which  I 
have  here  inserted*. 

London,  March  20, 1 *107-8. 

It  u agreed  betwixt  Sir  Ibsac  Newton  and  Mr.  John  Flamsteed,  r.  *rhat  the  second 
volume  of  the  astronomical  observations,  with  the  figures  of  the  first  volume,  shall  be  pre- 
sently delivered  into  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  hands. 

2”.  That  the  catahrguc  of  the  fixed  stars,  here  present,  shall  likewise  be  delivered  into  Sir 
Isaac  Newton's  hands. 

3**.  That  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  now  in  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  hands,  shall  be  deli- 
vered to  Mr.  Flamsteed  in  order  to  have  the  magnitudes  inserted,  and  to  be  returned  with  the 
magnitudes  after  sixteen  days. 

4".  That  uiMH  the  delivery  of  that  catalogue.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  shall  pay  to  Mr.  Flamsteed, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  on  the  Prince's  account. 

5*.  That  upon  the  delivery  of  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  as  far  as  it  can  be  completed 
at  this  time,  Mr.  Flamsteed  shall  have  the  rest  of  the  money  stipulated  betwixt  liim  and  the 
referees : he  undertaking  to  correct  the  press,  and  appointing  correctors  who  live  in  town, 
that  the  work  may  not  be  retarded. 

Underneath  the  copy  I had  wrote  the  following  memorandum,  " Tliat  at  the 
“ same  time  the  2“*  volume  of  the  observations  with  the  figures  herein  men- 

grtceful  to  scientific  character  of  the  nation.  He  knew  too  well  the  advantage  of  having  (Ul  the 
obsemtioDi  publiahcd  in  detail.  The  Prince'e  death  put  a temporary  stop  to  these  proceedings  : 
but  they  were  afterwards  revived  in  full  force,  in  the  year  111  1.  F.  B. 

* This  copy  is  taketk  from  the  original  draft,  which  is  to  be  found  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  81.  There 
is  also  another  copy  of  it  (identical  with  the  present  one)  in  MSS,  vd.  33,  page  68,  and  which 
seems  to  be  that  which  is  alluded  to  by  Flamsteed.  The  name  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  however, 
does  not  appear  amongst  those  who  are  stated  by  Flamsteed  (see  page  86)  to  have  been  present  at 
the  meeting.  F.  B. 
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“ tioned,  was  left  in  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  hands,  together  with  a corrected  copy 
“ of  the  ecliptical  constellations,  and  all  the  southern  of  the  catalogue.  But,  that 
“ I covenanted  that  the  said  ■2“'  copy  • should  he  returned  to  me  to  I»e  again 
“ revised,  and  delivered  to  the  press,  as  the  printers  should  work  it  off;  and  the 
“ correct  copy  of  the  ecliptical  constellations  returned  me,  as  soon  as  I should 
“ return  the  copy  now  in  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  hands,  with  the  magnitudes  in- 
" serted." 

There  were  present  at  this  meeting,  at  the  Castle  Tavern,  in  Pater-Noster 
Row,  Mr.  Roberts,  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Sir  Chritlopher  JV re/i  f.  Dr.  Arbuthnot, 
Dr.  Gregory,  Mr.  Churchill,  Mr.  Janies  Hodgson,  and  with  myself,  ray  ama- 
nuensis Isaac  Wolfenniui. 

The  conditions,  on  which  1 was  to  deliver  tliis  second  volume,  were  very  hard 
and  unjust : for  the  observations  contained  [therejin  were  most  of  them  made 
ivith  the  new  mural  arch,  which  I had  built  at  my  own  cost,  and  lay  me  in  above 
£120  out  of  my  own  pocket.  My  other  instruments  were  all  my  own  too : and 
my  assistants  were  paid  and  maintained  at  my  own  charge.  I had  laid  out  more- 
over above  £173  in  carrying  on  the  work  ; of  which  I had  given  a bill  both  to 
Sir  Isaac  Neivton,  and  several  of  the  referees  J.  I considered  that,  if  I should 
not  consent  to  this  order.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  [would  say]  that  I had  hindered  the 
printing  of  my  own  works  myself : which  would  serve  to  justify  a report,  spread 
by  his  partisans  very  industriously,  that  I was  averse  to  the  publication  of  them. 
\Vhereas  I had  always  endeavoured  to  carry  them  on  as  advantageously  as  I 
could : and  he  had  done  all  he  could  to  hinder  me,  in  order  to  make  me  comply 
with  them,  and  cry  him  up  at  the  same  rate  they  did.  Further,  I saw  that  if  I 
ilid  not  lay  hold  of  this  opportunity,  I could  not  hope  to  be  reimbursed  any  part 
of  the  £173  I had  spent  in  preparing  the  copy  for  the  press,  and  performed  my 
part  of  the  agreement  in  the  time  agreed.  But  the  £125  was  not  paid  me  till 
above  2 mouths  after ; and  then  I was  still  above  £48  out  of  purse : fur  which  I 
had  nothing  but  3 copies, — one  that  I gave  Mr.  Sharp,  and  another  in  which  I 
have  corrected  the  faults  of  tlie  press  with  my  own  hand,  and  a third  not 
complete. 

I was  now  in  hopes  that  the  press  would  Ijegin  again  to  work  with  the  2“* 
volume ; but,  when  after  3 or  4 months'  delay  I found  that,  for  all  my  instances, 
there  was  not  the  least  step  made  towards  it,  I complained  of  this  behaviour  of 
Sir  Isaac  Newton,  both  paying  me  short  of  what  I had  disbursed,  and  of  his 

• In  the  MSS,  voL  .**.3,  page  68.  it  is  “ 2^  eo/ume.**  F.  B. 

t See  the  note  in  page  85-  F.  B.  ( See  the  note  in  page  84.  F.  B. 
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keeping  the  175  sheets  of  copy  for  the  second  volume  in  his  hands.  This  I 
believe  was  (as  intended)  carried  to  him.  Whereupon,  to  throw  al!  the  fault 
u|)on  me,  8 months  after  he  had  stopt  the  press,  he  sent  me  the  following 
order  * : 

At  a meeting  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  his  Royal  Highnen  the  Prince  hath  referred  the 
care  of  printing  Mr.  Flamsteed's  astronomical  ^wpers. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  press  should  go  on  without  further  delay : and  that  if  Mr.  Flamsteed 
do  not  take  care  that  the  press  be  well  corrected,  and  go  on  with  dispatch,  another  corrector 
be  employed. 

F.  Roar  RTS. 

IVhiiehall,  J«/y  13,  170B.  ChR-  Wren. 

Is.  Newton. 

Vera  Copia  D.  Gkcoort. 

Is.  Newton.  Fran.  A.sbton. 

To  prevent  the  designed  effect  of  this  malicious  order  or  agreement,  I wrote 
a letter  to  Sir  Christopher  Wren  (who  I believe  hated  such  practices)  and  sent 
it  him  in  a few  days  after.  I declined  writing  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  because  he 
might  suppress  it : and  I doubted  not  Sir  Christopher  would  impart  it  both  to 
him  and  the  other  referees.  I took  a copy  of  it  myself,  to  show  my  acquaint- 
ance, friends,  and  some  gentlemen  that  had  an  opinion  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
before,  and  could  not  think  he  could  be  guilty  of  such  collusion  as  this  order  and 
iny  letter  prove<l  ujam  him.  Tlie  copy  follows  f : 

The  Observatory^  Mondtiyf  Juiy  19,  1708. 

Sir, 

The  copy  of  the  agreement  made  by  the  gentlemen  referees  on  Tuesday  last,  reflecting 
upon  me  as  if  by  my  ililatoriness  I hod  obstructed  the  progress  of  the  press,  I find  myself 
obliged,  that  I may  clear  myself  of  so  unjust  an  insinuation,  with  your  leave,  to  acquaint  you, 

That  though  I had  got  50  sheets  of  the  first  volume  ready  copied  for  the  press  on  May  2, 
1705,  yet  upon  several  pretences  the  printing  was  obstructed  ; and  it  was  May,  1706,  before 
the  first  sheet  was  printed  off. 

That,  by  the  agreement,  the  undertaker  was  to  print  off  5 sheets  per  week : yet  it  was 
from  May  1706  to  October  1707  before  we  could  get  100  sheets,  cntnprehendtng  the  obser- 
vations of  the  first  volume,  wTought  off;  that  is,  near  75  weeks.  So  that,  taking  all  together, 
the  printer  dispatched  not  a sheet  and  a half  per  week  : though  I did  all  I could  to  expedite 
the  work,  as  will  appear  by  the  copy  my  letters  to  Mr.  Churchill,  Mr.  Mathews,  and  Mr. 
Hudson,  that  I have  by  me.  I offered  to  discharge  the  expense  of  |)enny  post  letters  that 
brought  the  proofs.  If  the  post  brought  them  in  the  evening,  I returned  them  next  morning: 

* The  original  order  here  alluded  to,  in  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  own  handwriting,  is  bound  up  in  MSS, 
vol.  35,  pi^e  63.  That  which  is  here  given  by  Flamsteed  is  an  exact  copy.  F.  B. 

t The  original  draff  of  this  letter  in  Flamsteed's  handwriting  is  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  85.  F.  B. 
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if  in  the  morning,  they  were  sent  back  that  evening  without  fail ; except  onoe>  on  May  I, 
1706,  when  the  great  cclii>se  of  the  tun  happening,  company  hiuUcrtd  me  from  correcting 
and  returning  the  proof  till  the  morning  following,  and  no  longer. 

The  greatcat  dispatch  was  niatlc  both  this  year  1706,  and  the  following  1707}  in  autumn  ; 
when  I was  absent  in  Surry.  Yet  that  was  less  than  the  five  sheets  per  week  ; and  then  the 
work  was  always  worst  done.  At  my  return  after  the  last  year's  harvest,  I found  a whole 
sheet  had  been  omitted  by  the  printer,  who  had  cither  lost  or  mislaid  it  I co|ncd  it  imme- 
diately from  my  manuscripts  and  sent  it  to  him,  with  directions  to  print  it,  and  reprint  the 
next  I caused  also  Sir  Isaac  Newton  to  be  acquainted  with  it:  and  informed  both  Sir  Isaac 
and  the  printer  that  I had  al>out  half-a-dozen  sheets  more,  comprehending  the  planets’  places, 
derived  from  the  observations  made  with  the  sextant,  contained  in  this  volume,  to  be  added 
to  it.  Dut,  this  was  not  taken  notice  of.  The  six  sheets  were  not  called  for ; and  the  press 
has  stood  still  ever  since. 

March  12th  last  1 received  a letter  from  Mr.  Roberts,  yourself,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
desiring  me  to  meet  them  in  London  on  the  20th ; and  bring  with  me  what  papers  I had 
ready  for  the  press.  I attended  them  with  the  2^  volume  containing  the  observations  msde 
between  September  1669  and  1705  complete;  in  about  175  sheets  of  paper.  I exhibited 
alau  at  Uie  same  lime  the  forementioned  six  sheets  that  were  to  be  added  to  the  first  volume  ; 
desired  that  the  dropt  sheet  might  be  printed,  and  the  next  following  reprinted ; or  at  least 
the  two  first  pages  of  it,  which  1 thought  then  had  beeu  accorded.  The  2^  volume  by  agree- 
ment was  put  into  the  referees’  hands.  1 dcsire<l  the  press,  after  the  first  volume  was  com- 
plete, might  go  on  with  it.  At  this  meeting  also  I had  Xl25  ordered  to  be  paid  me,  in  part 
of  above  i.'170  it  had  cost  me  in  paying  and  entertaining  three  calculators  and  copiers,  whom 
I had  dismissed  for  want  of  it  at  Midsummer  1706.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  required  that  1 
should  insert  the  magnitudes  of  the  fixed  stars  into  a copy  of  so  much  the  catalogue  as  I 
liad  gone  through  with,  that  I had  deposited  in  his  hands  ; which  was  done  for  him,  and 
part  of  a third  more  perfect  copy  left  in  [his]  hands,  as  a gage  for  returning  it*. 

At  this  nieetiog  the  undertaker  uiged  to  have  a corrector  appointed  in  London.  This  1 
lo<ikcd  u|H>n  only  as  a contrivance  to  throw  the  delays  of  the  press,  caused  partly  by  his  own 
and  his  printa-’s  neglect,  upon  me  : and  therefore  having  answered  it  then,  as  I have  dune 
in  this  (m|>er,  to  the  satisfaction,  as  I thought,  of  the  referees  present,  I took  no  further 
notice  of  it. 

Since  you  now  know  that  the  printer  has  had  the  dropt  sheet  in  his  bands  full  nine  months  ; 
that  he  may  have  six  sheets  more  whenever  the  referees  please;  that  they  have  also  I7S 
sheets  of  the  2^  volume  in  their  hands;  that  I never  tlclaycd  correcting  and  returning  the 
proof  sheets ; and  that  I am  ready  to  take  care  of  the  correction  of  the  last  proofs  as  usual ; 
I hope  you  are  satisfied  1 have  not  been  guilty  of  any  dilatoriness  or  neglect ; and  that  you 
will  not  sufler  me  to  be  supposed  or  insinuated  to  have  been  guilty  of  any. 

But,  if  Sir  Isaac  Newton  insists  upon  proceeding  to  print  the  catalogue  immediately  before 
the  second  volume,  I cannot  at  present  consent  to  itf : f<^r}  since  the  press  has  stopt,  I have 

* This  continued  suspicion  is  unaccountable,  unwarrantable,  and  extremely  revolting.  The  parties 
Hsd  better  not  have  met,  if  they  could  not  place  greater  confidence  in  each  other.  F.  B. 

t The  subsequent  conduct  of  the  referees  shows  that  Flamsteed  was  right  in  insisting  upon  this 
course.  Sec,  on  this  subject,  the  note  in  page  84.  F.  B. 
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»et  myself  to  complete  it ; and  having  got  two  paid  aervanta  to  help  me  have  perfected  aome 
couvteUatimiB  that  were  not  complete  befote.  I have  begun  the  moat  difljcult : and  am  going 
into  the  country,  aa  I use  always  to  du  at  this  time  of  the  year,  to  look  after  my  occasions 
tliere,  1 ho}>c  to  perfect  a good  part  of  what  remains,  and  the  whole  in  a few  months  after 
my  return.  Now  you  will  say  yourself,  were  it  your  own  case,  'tis  not  fit  to  set  to  printing 
the  catalogue  before  it  be  as  complete  as  I can  rcnikr  it  at  present,  I must  say  further,  that 
*lis  altogether  improper  to  print  it  before  the  olwervations  of  the  second  volume  : because 
*tia  aliuost  wholly  derived  from  them.  The  observations  of  the  planets  arc  much  more 
numerous  than  in  the  first ; and,  1 will  add,  much  exacter.  And,  if  any  one  be  of  another 
opinion  for  w ant  of  experience,  I shall  bring  such  proofs  of  it  us  no  equal  and  candid  person 
shall  ever  resist. 

As  for  correcting  the  press,  I am  altogether  unwilling  that  the  last  sheets  shall  be  printed 
off  in  the  remaining  volume,  till  I have  seen  them  myself.  But,  the  catalogue  is  of  that 
importance  that  I shall  never  consent  that  any  page  of  it  should  be  printed  off  till  1 have 
fully  eurrected  and  received  from  the  press  a proof  without  faults. 

I am  as  willing  as  you  can  be  that  the  press  may  }>rocced : but  to  have  it  hurried  on  at 
this  time  w hen  I cannot  possibly  look  after  it,  and  only  to  find  a printer  in  w(»rk  who  at  other 
times  has  neglected  it,  would  be  a piece  of  folly  for  which  [ am  confident  all  the  referees 
would  condemn  me.  I must  therefore  entreat  them  that  this  resolve  be  sus]>cnded  till  my 
return  out  of  the  country ; when,  God  sparing  inc  life  and  health,  I ho^ic,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  referees,  to  put  the  press  into  such  a method  as  it  may  have  i>o  stops,  if  any  heed  may 
[be]  given  to  my  advi^. 

I beg  your  (lardnn  for  so  long  a letter : the  occasion  has  forcc<l  me  to  be  more  tmnhlcsome 
than  I ought  to  one  of  your  age  and  employment.  If  you  excuse  me  now  1 hope  no  further 
occasion  will  be  of  repeating  it ; and  I shall  ever  own  myself,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and 
humble  servant, 

JoDN  Flamstero,  M.R. 

Tltis  letter  was  delivered  and  imparted  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  as  I desired  it 
sliould  be:  yet  I never  received  any  answer  to  it.  But  the  press  was  stopt ; and 
nu  more  talk  of  it  tliis  yejir;  in  the  latter  end  of  which  the  Prince  of  Denmark 
died,  on  October  1708 ; in  whom  the  Observatory  lost  one  that  would  have 
l>een  a preat  and  noble  [nitron,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  one  of  bis  pbysi» 
clans,  who  was  iiifluencetl  and  j'ovcrned  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton  *. 

Being  now  not  disturbed  by  him  any  more  at  present,  I set  myself  to  carry  on 
such  observations  as  I wanted,  and  made  good  advances  in  it ; adding  many 
stars  to  some  constellations  that  I had  gone  through  before.  But,  when  I least 
expt*cted  it,  I was  afresli  disturl>ed  l»y  anotlier  piece  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  inge- 
nuity i.  After  the  Prince’s  death,  the  old  ministry  was  changed;  a new  one 

• Dr.  Arbmhnut  is  evidently  the  person  here  alluded  to.  F.  B. 

t I apprehend  that,  on  the  death  of  the  Prince,  the  office  and  duties  of  the  referees  ceased.  For, 
in  the  first  place,  we  hear  no  more  of  them  after  this  event : and  secondly,  there  has  been  recently 
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iutroduced  : liis  patron  was  well  with  the  chief  of  them,  tlie  QutHjn’s  pliysician 
was  in  his  interest,  and  the  new  Secretarj'  of  Stale*s.  It  was  nut  enough  that  Sir 
Isaac  Newlon  had  got  iiiy  oliservations  (made  with  the  munil  arc)  into  Ids  liands 
liy  surprise,  togetlier  with  al>ovt?  half  tlic  catalogue,  whatever  my  exj>euseM  had 
l>een,  or  pains  in  making  it,  so  long  as  1 wouhl  not  leave  myself  and  pains  wlioily 
at  his  disposal:  and  therefore  he  procures,  by  the  means  of  the  Fliysician  Minis* 
ter,  and  Se<’retary  8t,  John,  an  onler  constituting  the  President  (Sir  Isaac 
Ne'vton)  of  the  Royal  Society,  tlie  Vice  President,  and  whom  else  they  should 
thiiik  fit  of  the  Society,  Vuitors  of  the  Observatory.  ’'Pis  dated  December 
12th,  1710,  and  was  sent  me  by  the  offic4*-messenger  on  the  l lth,  with  the 
Queen's  letter  intimating  it : copies  whereof  I iuive  here  inserted. 

To  our  inisty  and  well-beloved  the  President  of  our  Ruyal  Society  for  the  lime  being. 

Anne  R. 

Trusty  and  well-bcluved,  we  greet  you  wcU.  Whereas  we  have  been  given  to  understand 
that  it  would  contribute  very  much  to  the  improvement  of  Astronomy  and  Navigatinn,  if  we 
should  appoint  constant  Visitors  of  our  Royal  Obser>'atory  at  Greenwich,  with  sufficient  powers 
for  the  due  execution  of  that  trust.  We  have  therefore  thought  fit,  in  consideration  of  the 
great  learning,  experience,  and  other  necessary  qualifications  of  our  Royal  Society,  to  consti- 
tute and  appoint,  as  wc  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  President,  and 
in  your  absence  the  Vice-President  of  our  Royal  Society  for  the  time  being,  together  with 
such  others  as  the  Council  of  our  said  Royal  Society  shall  think  fit  to  join  with  you,  to  be 

discovered,  in  the  bands  of  Dawson  Turner,  of  Great  Yarmouth,  the  official  account  of  the 
disposal  of  the  Prince*s  money,  delivered  in  u]M}1i  oath,  by  the  Trustees ; wliich  I presume  dosed 
their  duties.  I am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  W.  Whewell  for  procuring  me  a copy  of  this  documeut, 
which  is  inserteti  in  tl>c  Appendix,  No.  146.  It  wilt  appear,  in  the  sequel,  that  the  Royal  Society 
became  now  the  managers  of  this  afiair  r but,  as  Newton  was  tlie  Dilator  in  either  case,  the  system 
was  not  changed. 

I would  here  remark,  as  connected  with  the  order  of  events  at  this  period,  that  on  Novem.  9, 1 709, 
the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  ordered  Flamsteed’s  name  to  be  left  out  of  the  list  of  Fellows,  on 
account  of  his  not  having  paid  up  bis  arrears ; although,  in  the  course  of  that  very  year.  Sir  C.  Wren, 
Dr.  Halley,  Dr.  Lister,  Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Lowthnrp,  and  7 other  Fellows  had  been  excused  from  such 
payments : and  although  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  Dr.  Wallis,  and  many  even  of  the 
nohiUty  had  been  favourc<l  (some  of  them  more  than  once)  in  a similar  manner,  in  other  years. 
These  facts  may  be  ascertained  by  a reference  to  the  Minute  Books  of  the  CotmeU  of  the  Royal 
Society. 

And  here  1 would  take  the  opportuniw  of  correcting  an  error,  into  which  all  the  editors  of  New- 
ton's life  apjiear  to  have  fallen  ; where  they  have  converted  this  fact,  of  his  being  excused  his  weekly 
payments  to  the  Royal  Society,  into  a proof  of  the  low  state  of  his  f nances  at  tliat  period.  Whereas 
it  seems  to  have  been  no  uncommon  event  fur  the  Society,  in  the  early  years  of  its  existence,  to  remit 
the  arrears  of  members  (even  of  those  in  high  stations)  cither  on  application  from  the  memberi,  or 
oil  account  of  some  other  circumstances  with  which  wc  arc  now  unacquainted.  F.  B. 
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cimrtant  yintort  of  our  «aid  Royal  Obacrvator}-  at  Greenwirh  ; authoriaing  and  requiring  you 
to  demand  of  onr  Astronomer  and  Keeiier  of  our  said  Obaervalory*  for  the  time  being,  to  deliver 
to  you  within  six  months  after  every  year  shall  be  elapsed,  a true  and  fair  copy  of  the  annual 
obsen'atious  he  shall  have  made  *.  And  our  further  Will  and  Pleasure  is  that  you  do  likewise, 
from  time  to  time,  order  and  direct  our  said  Astronomer  at>d  Keeper  of  our  said  Royal  Obser- 
vatory to  make  such  astronomical  observations  as  you  in  your  judgment  shall  think  proper. 
And  that  you  do  turv'cy  and  inspect  our  inatnimcnts  in  our  said  Observatory ; and  as  often  as 
you  shall  find  any  of  them  defective  that  you  do  inform  the  principal  Officers  of  our  Ordnance 
thereof  t ; that  so  the  said  instrument  may  be  either  exchanged  or  rc|)aired.  And  so  we  hid 
you  farewell.  Given  at  our  Court  of  St.  James's,  the  12th  day  of  December,  ITIO,  in  the 
ninth  year  of  our  reign.  By  Her  Majesty’s  Command, 

H.  St.  John. 

Sib,  Whitehatl,  Decembrr  12,  ITIO. 

Her  Majesty  commands  me  to  acquaint  you  that  she  has  thought  fit,  for  the  improvement 
of  astronomy  and  navigation,  to  appoint  the  President,  and  in  bis  ahsence  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  time  being,  tf»gcthcr  with  such  other  as  the  Council  of  the  said 
Society  shall  think  fit  to  join  with  them,  to  be  constant  Visiters  t>(  the  Royal  Observatory. 
And  for  the  better  enabling  you  to  make  the  necessary  observations  for  these  ends,  directions 
are  likewise  given  for  repairing,  erecting,  or  changing  Her  Majesty’s  iiistrumenta  in  the  said 
Obeervatory,  as  well  as  for  purchasing  those  that  belong  to  you 

• The  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  did  not  lose  much  time  before  they  commenced  their  new 
duty : for  we  find  that  on  the  very  day  that  they  received  the  Warrant,  they  apjminted  a Committee 
of  Visitors.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  their  Minute  Books,  vi*. : — •'  Decern.  14, 1110.  Dr. 

Arbuthnot  delivered  the  Queen’s  letter  impuwering  the  President,  &c.»  to  be  Visitors  and  Directors 
“ of  the  Observatory.  [The  letter  is  dated  Docem.  12,  IHO-]  The  President,  Dr.  Sloane,  Dr. 

Halley,  and  Dr.  Arbuthnot  were  desired  to  acquaint  the  Secretary  with  how  much  thankfulness 
**  the  Society  received  this  letter  from  Her  Majesty. 

“ The  President,  Mr.  Roberts,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Dr.  Halley,  Dr.  Mead,  Mr.  Hill,  Sir  Christopher 
“ Wren,  Mr.  Wren  and  Dr.  Sloane  were  ordered  a Committee  to  go  to  Greenwich,  any  three  of  them 
**  (of  which  the  President  or  Vice-President  to  be  one)  to  be  of  the  Quorum,  and  to  report  their 
“ opinion  of  the  condition  of  the  Observatory  and  the  instruments  therein,  and  to  take  an  inventory 
**  of  the  instruments.”  F.  B. 

t Besides  this  injunction,  it  appears  (from  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John’a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance, dated  the  same  day  as  the  Queen’s  Warrant)  that  **  Her  Majesty  is  likewise  jdeased  to  direct 
“ that  you  should  have  regard  to  vny  complaints  the  said  Visitors  may  make  to  you  of  the  misbeha- 
**  riouf  of  Her  Majesty’s  Astronomer  and  Keeper  of  the  said  Observatory,  in  the  execution  of  his 
“ office.”  This  letter  does  not  appear  to  have  been  known  to  the  Royal  Society,  till  Dcccm.  24, 
ni.1,  (upwards  of  3 years  after  it  was  written,)  when  it  was  forwarded  to  them  by  Mr.  Secretary  St. 
John ; and  read  in  open  Ckmncil  by  the  President,  on  Feb.  1 8th  following.  See  these  documents  in 
the  Appendix,  Nos.  188  and  190.  F.  B. 

I The  fact  w*as,  that  the  Queen  had  no  instruments  at  the  Observatory  : the)'  ail  belonged  to 
Flamatecd.  F.  B- 
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The  Queen  due«  not  doubt  but  you  will  readily  comply  with  the  inatructinna  the  naid 
Vlaitora  ahall  think  fit  to  giec  you.  However  1 am  commanded  to  aignlfy  Her  Majeaty’a 
plcaaurc  to  you  that  you  do  deliver  to  them,  within  oix  montha  after  every  year  ahall  be  expired, 
a fair  and  true  copy  of  the  annual  obaervationa  you  ahall  have  made : and  yon  do  alaomake 
Buch  aatronomical  obaervationa  aa  the  aald  Vlaitora  in  their  judgment  ahall  at  any  lime  think 
fit  to  direct  you.  1 am,  Sir,  your  moat  humble  aervant, 

H.  St.  John. 

Tlie  next  morning  after  I received  this,  I waited  ou  Sir.  Secretary  St.  John 
and  told  him  that  I was  injured  ; and  should  be  hindered  by  this  new  constitu- 
tion of  Fisitors:  that  I wanted  no  new  instruments;  and  that,  if  I did,  the 
Visitors  were  not  skilful  enough  to  contrive  them : that  for  my  repairs  of  the 
Observatory  *,  the  Office  of  Ordnance  bad  liitherto  taken  care  of  tliein,  and  w ould 
now,  as  soon  tis  the  weather  should  be  lit : that  the  instruments  and  clocks  in 
the  house  were  all  ray  own,  and  that  I hati  hitherto  repiiircd  them  all  at  my  own 
charge  : that  I had  ex|>endcil  aliove  £2000  more  than  my  appointments  in  instru- 
ments and  as.sistants;  and  that  it  would  be  very  unjust  to  go  alxratto  deprive  me 
both  of  the  honor  and  benebt  of  my  own  labor  and  exjM*ns*!s,  and  confer  them  on 
those  who  had  dune  notliing  but  obstruct  and  hinder  me  in  all  they  could,  and 
wanted  to  Ijoast  of  their  merit  in  preserving  my  laltors,  because  they  had  nothing  of 
their  own  worth  the  public  view.  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  seemed  not  to  reganl 
what  I said,  but  answered  me  haughtily,"  Tlic  Queen  would  be  olieyed.”  The 
Lord  Rochester,  the  Queen’s  uncle,  living  near  the  Secretary's  office,  I also  waited 
U|)on  him  ; and  showed  him  what  tricks  and  disingenuous  usage  were  jtut  U[toii 
me  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton  : and  though  I founil  no  immediate  advantage  by  it, 
yet  I am  apt  to  believe  it  was  of  use  to  me  aftcrwarils  f . 

Sir  Isaac  Newton  valued  himself  very  much  upon  the  suggestion  that  it 
" would  contribute  very  much  to  the  improvement  of  astronomy  anil  navigation 
“ if  there  were  constant  Visitors  appointed  of  the  Observatory,  &c  and  one  of 
the  principal  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  could  not  forlxrar  to  speak  of 
it  to  me  in  public  company.  Whereas  the  contrary  is  evident  from  what  hap- 
|iened  to  the  noble  Tycho,  who  had  no  Visitors  of  his  Observatory  ap|H)inted 
over  him  during  the  reign  of  his  jiatron  King  Freileric  II.  When  some 
persons  were  appointed  in  the  following  reign  of  King  Christian,  they  were 
such  aa  were  very  unlit  for  that  purpose,  much  less  skilful  than  himself,  and 

• That  M,  the  repair*  of  the  building,  not  the  insirvmenis.  F.  B. 

t Amongst  Flameteed's  manuscriptB,  there  1*  the  draught  of  a remonstrance  to  the  Queen,  u]ton 
this  Bubject : but  whether  it  was  actually  tent  to  her,  or  not,  1 have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  A 
copy  of  it  ia  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  149.  F.  B. 
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niaflt"  use  of  puqHwely  to  us|ierse  liitn  only,  to  make  him  uneasy  and  witlidniw, 
that  the  courtiers  miglit  get  his  appointment  (which  were  2000  dollars  a year 
allowed  him  from  the  tresiaury,  a fee  iu  Norway  worth  KXX)  dollars  a year  more, 
and  the  prehend  of  Kosehild,  of  1000  more)  into  the  King's  hand  again,  which 
they  did  ; and  soon,  hy  him,  were  conferred  on  the  Teniplara.  IWy  upjsdnt- 
nients,  though  very  small  in  comparison  of  his,  were  also  designetl  hy  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  for  other  persons  that  would  be  dependent  on  him ; and  this  experlient 
of  Visitors  was  to  [Mwfomi  strange  things.  But  the  good  Providence  of  0(k1 
so  ordered  it,  that  1 reeeived  hut  little  damage  hy  it ; and  he  got  little  but  shame 
and  disgrace  for  his  ingratitude  to  me  in  disturbing  me  iu  my  business,  which  he 
was  Itouiid  by  his  oath  to  assist  me  iu,  as  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  as 
chief  (as  he  hud  made  himself)  of  the  Prince’s  referees,  or  imlewl  the  all  nj'them. 

But  now  that  he  got  another  pretence  of  authority  to  make  me  sensible  of  it, 
a re]iort  was  spread  that  a letter  was  coming  to  me  from  the  Royal  Society.  This 
Was  in  the  Ireginning  of  December  1710 ; and  was  occasioned,  I Udieve,  by 
their  knowing  of  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John’s  letter,  that  was  brought  to  my  hands 
on  the  14th.  I heard  nothing  of  any  letter  from  them : if  they  then  ilcsigned 
any,  I l>clieve  on  better  thoughts  it  was  laid  by.  But  in  March  following  I was 
8ur|>rized  when  I was  privately  told  that  my  catalogue  (which  I was  then  work- 
ing upon  to  complete  it  as  far  as  I then  could)  was  in  the  press  : but  more  with  a 
letter  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  dated  the  1 1th  of  March,  1710-11,  wherein  he  very  confi- 
dently required  of  me  the  copy  of  the  stars’  places  of  6 constellations,  viz.  Draco. 
Ursa  Major,  Ursa  Minor,  Cepheus,  Cassiopea,  and  Hercules,  that  had  not  been 
delivered  into  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  hands  when  he  got  the  rest  into  his  possession 
by  tricks  and  pretences.  This  I believe  was  one  of  the  lioldest  things  that  ever 
was  attempted.  None  that  hud  less  dexterity  and  boldness  and  art  than  the 
Doctor  woidd  have  Inwl  the  confidence  to  have  mentioned  such  a demand  *.  I had 

• Hitherto,  the  whole  of  the  arrangements  relative  to  the  printing,  and  the  consequent  remon- 
strances and  reproaches,  had  been  confined  to  Flamsteed  and  the  Referees ; the  Royal  Society  do  not 
appear  (as  a body)  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  matter,  since  the  first  recoiumetidatiun  to  the 
Prince.  But,  from  this  time  forward  we  hod  them  so  mixed  up  with  the  bnsinesa,  as  to  lead  to  a 
supposition  cither  that  a freah  order  had  been  made  by  the  Queen,  appointing  the  Society  the  Referees 
in  this  affair ; or  that  the  President  and  Comtcil  had  assumed  that  ufEcc,  by  virtue  of  Her  Majesty’s 
recent  Warrant  ap[]ointing  them  Visitora  of  the  Royal  Observatory.  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  iu  his  letter 
quoted  in  the  text,  states  that  he  is  commanded  by  the  Queen  to  take  care  of  the  publication  : but 
this  duty  appears  to  have  been  very  soon  transferred  to  the  Royal  Society.  For  it  is  a fact  that  this 
very  letter  of  Dr.  .Arbuthnot’s  (acopy  of  which  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  151)  was  the  subject 
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iimde  niy  iiistrumentii  und  maintuined  my  ussistauts  at  my  own  charge,  without 
complaint  of  it,  so  long  as  I could  l>e  quiet  and  undisturbed  by  the  small  people 
that  cried  him  up.  I hud  put  a copy  of  that  part  of  my  catalogue  which  was  in 
order,  into  his  hands,  to  he  preserved  in  case  of  my  mortality,  and  to  jtrevent  it  from 
being  lost  by  accidents,  and  to  let  him  see  that  I could  go  on  with  it  us  soon  as  I 
had  determine<l  the  right  ascensions  and  distances  from  the  {K)le,  of  other  stars  in 
otlier  constellations.  I gave  him  also  copies  of  them  : never  designing  or  intend- 
ing that  he,  or  any  but  myself,  should  publish  them.  Nor  indeed  could  any  one 
else : for  more  observations  were  still  wanting  to  complete  it ; and  I was  adding 
to  it,  adding  or  correcting  sometliing  in  it  every  day.  Some  letters  passed 
betwixt  me  and  tlie  Dr.  Arbuthnot  * ; wherein  he  still  urged  me  to  give  them 
the  copy  of  the  constellutions  only  wanting,  as  he  thought,  to  complete  my  cata- 
logue : which  I always  answered  civilly  with  such  just  excuses  as  are  before 
suggesterl ; desiring  still  that  I might  see  him  either  at  the  Observatory  or  in 
London,  where  at  lust  he  met  me  on  March  99th,  and  when  I enquired  of  him 
whether  the  catalogue  were  ]nintcd,  or  no,  he  assured  me  “ not  a sheet  of  it 
“ was  printed.”  1 answered  him  not,  for  I was  sure  it  was  t ; because  he  then 

of  no  leas  than  four  several  nights*  debates  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  that  Society,  u will  be  seen 
by  the  following  extracts  fivim  their  Journals,  viz.: 

**  Feb.  21,  1710—11.  The  President  in  the  Chair.  Dr.  Sloane  was  ordered  to  write  a letter  to 

Mr.  Flamsteed,  desiring  him  to  furnish  the  deficient  part  of  his  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  now 
" printing  order  of  the  Qtteen ; for  the  publication  of  which  the  Society  had  addresaed  His 
**  Royal  Highness  the  late  Prince  of  Denmark  : part  of  which  is  already  printed. 

**  Feb.  28,  1710—11.  Dr.  Halley  wa.i  desired  to  wait  on  the  President  to  have  his  thoughts 
“ about  the  letter  to  be  wTotc  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

“ March  7,  1710 — 11.  The  copy  of  a letter  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  hlamsteed  was  read,  approved 
“ of,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Hunt ; if  it  shall  be  aj»])rovcd  of  by  Dr.  Arbuthnot, 
“ who  bad  directions  in  it. 

March  14,  1710—11.  The  Prcaidem  in  the  Chair.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  having  given  him  a letter 

to  Mr.  Flamsteed,  to  the  same  purpose  with  that  designed  by  the  Society,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
‘‘  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Hunt.’* 

These  occuireuces  ap^iear  to  have  taken  place  at  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the  Society ; and  were 
I'oiisequently  considered  as  part  of  the  regular  business  of  the  day.  The  proceedings  were  evidently 
conducted  with  great  circumspection  and  caution,  as  if  some  opjxisition  was  expected.  It  does  not 
appear  that  there  was  any  other  order  of  the  Queent  than  Dr.  Arbuthnot’a  letter  abuve'menUoned. 

F.  B. 

• All  the  correspondence  which  I have  been  able  to  find,  relative  to  this  subject,  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix,  Nos.  151  — 162.  F.  B. 

t Klumsteed  was  right:  and  it  sccius  scarcely  possible  that  Dr.  Arbuthnot  could  have  been  igno* 
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offered  (in  tlie  hearing  of  Mr.  Hodgson  and  another  gentleman  I had  taken 
with  me  to  he  a witness  of  onr  conversation  and  discourse)  to  pay  me  £10  for 
ever)'  press  fault  I should  find  in  it  * : and  within  four  days  after,  a friend  sent 
me  the  constellations  of  Aries  and  Taurus  fairly  printed  ; and,  in  a day  or  two 
after,  tliat  of  Virgo.  So  that  I was  now  convinced  that  the  press  was  at  work, 
and  that  the  Doctor  had  told  me  tvhat  fie  knew  teas  not  true.  I learnt  at  the 
game  time  (what  had  been  intimated  to  me  before)  that  Mr.  Halley  took  care  of 
the  press,  and  pretended  that  he  had  found  many  faults  in  my  catalogue,  showed 
st)me  sheets  of  it  publicly  in  Child’s  Coffee  House  at  St.  Paul’s,  and  boasted 
what  pains  he  had  been  at  in  correcting  them. 

I had  told  Dr.  Arhuthnot  in  one  of  my  letters  (April  18,  171 1'|')  that  one  of 
Dr.  Halley’s  best  friends,  and  the  wisest  of  them,  had  said  of  him  “ that  the 
“ only  way  to  have  my  business  spoiled  effectually,  was  to  trust  it  to  his  manage- 
ment.”  Now  the  truth  of  this  expression  was  proved : for  I found  not  only 
the  names  of  the  stars  in  my  catalogue  altered,  but  the  numbers  also  in  many 
places  changed,  and  others  put  in  their  room  that  were  sometimes  15  minute.' 
false  ; and  therefore  it  was  very  effectually  spoiled.  And  by  boasting  of  these 
corrections,  us  he  called  them,  he  would  insinuate  to  the  world,  that  they  were 
more  obligcil  to  him  for  his  pains  in  correcting,  than  they  were  to  me  for  alane 
30  years  spent  in  composing  it,  the  cost  of  making  instruments,  and  hiring 
assistants  at  my  own  charge.  For,  by  altering  the  names  (to  make  them  agree 
with  his  own  faulty  hemisphere)  he  had  made  himself  in  some  sort  (hut  a vcr\' 
bad  one)  a proprietor  in  that  catalogue  he  printed  without  my  name  to  it,  or 
ever  consulting  me  about  it:  which  I would  never  consent  to,  as  they  well  know 
by  my  letter  to  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  which  had  Ijcen  imparted  to  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  ; and  Halley  was  not  ignorant  of  it  J. 

On  June  23,  1711,  he  delivered  to  my  niece,  Mrs.  Ilialgson,  a fair  copy  of  all 

rant  of  the  fact.  Some  gross  deception  waa  evidently  carrying  on : and  Flamsteed  was  justified  in 
breaking  off  all  negotiation  with  parties  tliat  could  act  in  this  manner.  Xeverthelesa  it  appears  that 
he  was  still  wilting  to  abide  by  hia  original  agreement  with  the  referees.  F.  B. 

• Flamsteed  drew  up  a statement  the  very  next  morning,  of  what  look  place  at  this  interview 
with  Dr.  .\rbuthnot ; which  is  given  in  the  Diary  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  Xo.  75.  F.  B. 
t 1 have  not  been  able  to  discover  this  letter.  F.  B. 

j In  order  to  preserve  the  chronological  chain  of  events,  I would  here  remark  that  the  Royal 
Society  on  May  24,  1711,  ordered  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  observe  the  ensuing  eclipse  of  the  sun  : and  on 
May  30,  1711,  the  Council  of  that  Society  demanded  of  him  hia  astronomical  observations  for  the 
preceding  year.  See  the  documents  relative  to  these  subjects,  in  the  Appendix,  Xos.  164  and 
165.  F.  B. 
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tlie  sheets  of  the  cutalogue*;  but  without  any  preface  to  it.  ^^'hen  I examined 
it,  I found  mure  faults  in  it,  and  greater,  tlmii  I imagined  the  impudent  editor 
either  could,  or  durst  have  conimittiHl.  lie  had  taken  no  care  to  put  those  into 
their  projier  order  which  I had  left  digested  to  his  hands ; Ijecausc  I had  not  yet 
got  occasion  to  complete  the  cunsteliatiuns  to  which  they  Iwlouged : particularly 
the  stars  of  Hevelius's  ne'v  constellations,  with  Hercules,  Cassiopea,  and  the  two 
Hears.  In  some  |daces  he  had  altered  the  stars'  right  ascension  and  distance 
from  the  ]>ole  ; atid  made  them  false  which  were  true  before ; and  in  the  con- 
stellation Draco  there  were  not  above  6 or  8 stars  tliat  he  had  not  corrupted. 
Hesides,  I had  added  above  30  stars  to  the  constellation  ; as  many  to  Hercules  ; 
and  so  many  on  others,  that  the  total  numlHjrof  them  in  my  own  catalogue  would 
be  near  400  more  than  there  were  in  those  papers  I had  intrusted  Sir  Isaac 
N'cnton  with,  to  preserve  in  case  of  accidents : and  ivhich  he  had  betrayed  into 
Halley’s  hands,  when  he  had  been  told  of  his  (pialifications  before.  Therefore 
bnding  no  other  remedy,  I re.solved  to  reprint  it  at  my  own  charge  t-  I pro- 
cured a couple  of  expert  calculators  (Mr.  Ah.  Hyley  anil  Mr.  Crosthwait),  cor- 
rected his  faults  and  blun<lers,  got  the  places  of  the  stars,  lately  observed,  calcu- 
lated by  both  of  them  for  greater  certainty,  made  a new  copy  in  which  the 
ancient  names  were  restored,  Hevelius's  constellations  inserted  amongst  the  rest 
in  their  proper  places,  and  in  the  order  1 first  designed.  Hut  j)apr  was  exceed- 
ing scarce  and  dear,  because  of  the  war  with  France,  not  yet  over;  which  delayed 
the  printing  my  intended  edition,  corrected  and  eidarged  j;. 

In  the  meantime  Sir  Isaac  Newton  summons  me  to  meet  him  at  the  house 
of  the  Royal  Society  in  Crane  Court,  Octolter  26,  1711  where  1 found  him 

• Flamsteeil  savB  that  the  catalogue  was  delivered  to  his  niece ; which,  indeed,  may  be  true : but 
there  appears  also  to  have  beeu  a letter  of  the  same  date  delivered  with  it ; a copy  of  which  is 
iaaerted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  166.  F.  B. 

t 1 have  never  yet  been  able  to  bud  a copy  of  this  edition  of  the  catalogue:  but  the  MS  from 
which  I believe  it  was  printed,  still  exists  at  the  Oltscrvatury,  and  is  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  21  C. 
That  MS  has  evidently  been  used  by  the  printer,  and  ditfers  not  only  from  Ilalley*s  edition  of  1712, 
but  also  (though  slightly)  from  the  copy  in  the  3'^  volume  of  the  Hisloria  Cwtesiis.  F.  B. 

J In  the  Appendix  No.  170,  I have  inserted  the  draught  of  a Remonstrance  which  Flamsteed 
appears  to  have  intended  for  the  Queen.  The  date  of  April  16,  1712,  is  alllxed  to  it : but  1 appre- 
hend it  must  have  been  drawn  up  at  an  earlier  period.  F.  B. 

S Tliis  was  an  intended  meeting  of  the  Cmmcil  of  the  liuyal  Society,  and  not  of  the  Heferett  ; 
as  appears  by  the  following  Minute,  extracted  from  the  Council  Books  of  the  Society,  vie. ; 

October  16, 1711,  the  Ihcsident  appointed  a Council  to  be  called  on  Friday  come  sevennight, 
“ when  Mr.  Hunt  is  ordered  to  desire  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  meet  the  Council  on  that  day  at  11  o’clock. 
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witli  Dr.  Sloane,  Dr.  Mead,  and  one  more  that  I knew  not,  but  I believe  was 
his  or  their  clerk  at  the  time.  He  called  these  three,  with  himself,  a Committee ; 
and  told  me  they  had  sent  for  tne  to  know  what  repairs  I wanted,  or  instruments. 

I told  them  that  the  OflBce  of  the  Ordnance  took  care  of  my  repairs*;  that  it 
was  now  too  late  in  the  year  to  set  about  them ; but  that  ns  soon  as  the  spring 
came,  I should  have  that  done  which  was  necessary : and  as  for  my  instruments, 
they  were  all  my  own,  either  given  to  me  by  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  or  made  by  myself 
at  my  own  clmrgc,  and  always  repaired  at  my  own  expense.  And  further  that 
I would  not  suffer  any  one  to  concern  themselves  about  repairing  of  my  own 
instruments,  in  which  and  necessary  assistance  I had  spent  alM>ve  £2000.  The 
impetuous  gentleman  hereupon  said,  “ As  good  have  no  observatory,  as  no  in- 
“ struments:”  and  soon,  uouceivdngthat  I apprehended  his  design,  and  obviated 
it  by  my  answers,  broke  out  into  a passion,  and  used  me  as  I was  never  used 
before  in  my  life.  I gave  no  answers ; but  only  desired  him  to  be  calmer  and 
moderate  his  passion  ; thanked  him  fur  the  many  honorable  names  he  gave  me ; 
and  told  him  God  had  blessed  my  endeavours  hitherto ; that  his  wisdom  was 
beyond  the  wisdom  of  men,  and  that  I committed  myself  to  him.  Dr.  Mead 
seconded  him,  unprovoked,  in  his  ill  language ; but  Dr.  Sloane  held  his  peace. 
I thanked  him  for  his  civility,  |>enuitted  him  to  help  me  down  stairs,  and  at  the 
door  met  Halley,  who  had  not  been  far  off  all  the  time ; and  I l>elieve  had  heard 
Sir  Isaac  Nctvton  show  his  best  g** * ****  t-  H would  be  too  long  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  it  all  : there  is  a longer  in  my  old  Book  of  Letters  A,  page  101,  105 ; 
where  those  who  come  after  me  will  find  it.  I pniy  God  forgive  him  : I do  {. 

I do  not  remember  that  I ever  saw  the  observations  of  mine  (printed  § at  the 

**  at  their  house  in  Crane  Court  in  Fleet  Street ; to  know  of  him  if  hia  inatrumenU  be  in  order, 
**  and  fit  to  carry  on  the  neceaaary  celeatial  obaervationa.” 

Flamsteed  attended ; and  a acetre  ensued,  over  which  it  were  desirable  that  a veil  should  be  thrown 
for  ever.  But  the  recent  disclosure,  by  the  discovery  of  two  distinct  sets  of  manuscripts  relative  to  this 
subject,  and  belonging  to  two  different  owners,  now  prevents  the  possibility  of  its  supprcaaion. 
Fortunately  for  the  Society,  as  a body,  there  were  not  enough  members  present  (five)  to  form  a 
Council : and  conserjucntly  their  pages  do  not  record  the  humiliating  scene.  In  fact,  there  is  no 
entry  of  any  proceedings  of  the  Council  on  that  day.  F.  B. 

• That  is,  of  the  buildings.  F.  B. 
t The  remainder  of  the  word  is  illegible.  F.  B. 

f The  account  here  alluded  to  in  the  letter  book  A (MSS,  vol.  33,  page  104)  is  inserted  in  the  order 
of  the  Diary,  in  the  Appendix,  No.  75.  Another  account,  written  about  2 months  after  the  event, 
in  a letter  to  Mr.  Sharp,  dated  Decem.  22,  17 11,  is  also  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  168.  F.  B. 

§ It  would  appear,  from  this  circumsUnce,  that  the  prmting  of  the  sheets,  intended  for  the  second 
volume  of  Flamsteed’s  observations,  had  been  carrying  on  clandcsUncly,  and  in  a secret  manner.  F.  B. 
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same  press  with  my  corrupted  catalogue)  till  3 years  iifter  ; when  there  were 
300  copies  of  the  printed  edition  of  the  observations  given  me  (as  they  were 
designed)  by  King  George  •.  The  whole  were  intended  for  me  by  the  Prince 
George  of  Denmark : but  I was  forced  to  l>e  content  with  this  part  of  them, 
and  took  them  with  thanks.  I found  thcm*|'  as  much  corrupted  os  the  catalogue; 
but,  if  God  spares  me  life,  I hojw  to  present  the  world  with  a perfect  edition  of 
them ; the  editor  having  transcribed  only  the  observations  of  the  planets,  and 
made  a sorry  and  fallacious  excuse  for  his  omitting  the  observations  of  all  the 
fixed  stars  that  were  not  employed  for  finding  of  the  planets*  places;};. 

On  the  18th  of  June  1712,  the  impudent  editor,  with  wife,  son,  and  daughters 
attending  him,  and  a neighbouring  clergyman  in  his  company,  came  hither.  I 
said  little  to  him.  He  offered  to  burn  Ids  catalogue  (so  he  called  his  corrupted 
and  8|H)iIed  copy  of  mine,  of  which  I had  now  a correct  and  enlarged  edition  in 
the  press,  and  the  second  sheet  printing  off)  if  I would  print  mine.  1 am  apt 
to  think  he  knew  it  was  so,  and  was  endeavouring  to  prevent  it.  Hut  to  render 
Ids  design  ineffectual,  I said  little  to  him  of  it : so  he  went  away  not  much 
wiser  than  he  came. 

Saturday,  August  1,  1712  §,  Sir  Isaac  Newton  came  Idmself,  accompanied 

* This  fict,  and  the  deatniction  of  the  ^bled  part  of  these  copies,  will  be  more  particularly 
mentioned  in  the  sequel.  F.  B. 
t That  is,  the  sheets  intended  for  the  seamd  volume.  F.  D. 

I The  modem  astronomer  will  enter  into  Flamsteed’s  feelings  at  thus  finding  all  his  observations 
garbled  and  mutilated,  to  serve  one  particular  end.  For  the  Referees,  instead  of  printing  his  obser> 
rations  in  detail,  as  practised  at  the  present  day,  selected  such  only  as  tetided  to  show  the  place  of 
the  moon  or  a planet  when  they  passed  the  meridian  : rejecting  all  the  other  observations  of  the  stars, 
and  the  means  of  verifying  and  correcting  the  catalogue,  as  totally  useless.  Tliis  might  be  pardon- 
able where  it  was  an  object  to  save  expense : but  ought  not  to  have  been  adopted  where  no  such 
excuse  wu  to  be  pleaded.  Fortunately  for  the  science,  Flamsteed  viewed  the  subject  in  a more 
comprehensive  manner  : and  to  show  his  derided  and  fixed  opinion  upon  this  matter,  be  6tcm(  the 
spurious  edition,  published  at  the  expense  of  Government,  as  soon  as  he  got  it  into  his  posicssion  ; 
and  al  kis  own  cost  printed  a correct  transcript  of  all  his  observations.  F.  B. 

§ The  year  is  interlined  in  the  MS,  and  1 suspect  it  is  erroneous,  and  that  it  should  be  1713.  In 
the  first  place,  the  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1712,  did  not  fall,  and  that  in  the  year  1713  did 
fall,  on  a Saturday.  Secondly  I find  the  following  entry  in  the  Journals  of  the  Royal  Society,  vix. : 

**  July  30,  1713-  The  President  in  the  chair.  The  President  acquainted  the  Socirty  that  on 
Monday  last,  waiting  upon  her  Majesty  with  a present  of  hie  Prineijna  Pldlosophi/r  Naiuraiis 
**  ^ her  Majesty  was  plcascKl,  of  her  own  accord,  to  expresa  her  desire  that  he,  and  the  rest  of 
**  the  gentlemen  of  the  Society,  would  take  care  of  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  Observatory  at  Greenwich. 
“ Whereupon  it  was  ordered  that  Dr.  Halley,  Dr.  Thorpe,  Mr.  Machin  and  Mr.  Hodgson,  or  any 
**  two  of  them  (whereof  Dr.  Halley  to  be  one)  with  Mr.  Rowley,  should  go  to  Greenwich  to 
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with  Dr,  Thorp,  Mr.  Machin,  Mr.  Rowley,  and  Mr.  Hodgson,  who  had  given 
me  notice  of  their  coming  beforehand.  I had  provided  Mr.  E.  Clark  and  Mr. 
Ryley  to  attend  our  conversation,  and  accompany  tliem  to  view  [the]  house  and 
my  instruments,  being  a little  lame  myself  with  the  gout.  They  had  a view  of 
what  they  pleased,  except  my  library.  I gave  them  a glass  of  wine.  Sir  Isaac 
promised  to  return  me  a Greek  Ptolemy  he  had  borrowed  of  me,  and  four 
volumes  in  quarto  of  the  first  Night-Notes  *,  which  he  had  kept  in  his  hands 
now  about  six  years,  to  no  other  purpose  but  to  show  his  authority  and  good 
nature ; and  returned  [them]  not  till  more  than  four  years  after,  when  I had 
commenced  a suit  against  him  for  them. 

This  business  being  over,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton  finding  that  his  visitation 
had  not  the  effect  he  promised  to  himself,  he  took  care  to  let  me  know,  by  the 
Secretary’s  letter  ],  as  soon  as  the  year  1711  was  expired,  that  the  Royal  Societ)' 
(my  visitors)  expected  the  copy  of  the  observations  of  that  year.  I returned  an 
answer  to  him  that  they  should  have  them  in  the  time  prescribed  by  the  order : 
and  accordingly  caused  my  amanuensis,  Jos.  Crosthwait,  to  transcribe  and  leave 
them  at  their  house  in  Crane  Court,  some  days  before  Midsummer  1712.  I 
expected  that  they  should  have  sent  me  a receipt  fur  them : but  civil  and  just 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  esteemed  it  too  great  a favour  for  me.  I did  the  same  for  the 
year  following,  on  a second  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society.  And 
in  the  next  year  1713-1714  I found  them  both  printed,  abridged  and  so  spoiled 
by  the  editor  of  my  catalogue,  that  I would  no  longer  own  them  for  mine.  The 
most  material  observations  were  omitted,  and  the  rest  so  managed  that  it  seemed 
to  me  he  had  designed  to  spoil  them  out  of  spite  J.  He  had  inserted  some  that 

“ examine  the  present  lUte  of  the  instruments  there,  and  make  their  report  to  the  Societj.  Mr. 
*'  Hodgson  was  desired  to  aequaint  Mr.  Flamsteed  with  her  Majesty’s  commands ; and  also  with 

the  Society’s  intention  of  applying  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  for  the  repairing  such  instruments 
“ as  may  be  defective,  after  they  have  sent  some  of  their  own  members  to  inform  themselves  of 
“ the  present  state  of  them.” 

This  clearly  points  out  tlie  year.  Besides,  there  are  other  interesting  particulars  connected  with 
this  visit,  which  are  inserted  amongst  the  documents  in  the  Appendix,  that  verify  the  date  here 
given.  F.  B. 

* See  the  note  m page  80.  F.  B. 

t This  letter  is  dated  July  3,  1712,  and  is  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  171.  The  oriyinai  is 
in  MSS,  vol.  3h,  page  1 29.  F.  B. 

1 Flamsteed  is,  I think,  in  error  as  to  the  motive.  Unfortunately  it  appears  to  have  been  the 
opinion  of  Halley,  and  of  Newton  also,  (or  probably  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived,)  that  it  was  not 
itecessary  to  place  on  record  more  than  the  observation  of  the  planet,  and  that  of  some  star  near  it  in 
right  ascension,  and  itearly  on  the  same  parallel  of  declination ; conceiving  that  the  position  of  the 
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were  imperfect;  and  given  the  right  ascensions  and  distances  of  the  planets 
from  the  jK)le,  deduced  from  the  observations;  but  not  their  longitudes  and  lati- 
tudes. This  was  too  much  drudgery  for  his  acuteness,  and  who  was  used  to 
procure  what  he  published  as  his  otvu,  at  easier  rates. 

After  the  same  manner  he  got  my  observations  of  the  year  171-3  into  his 
hands  • ; abridged,  spoiled,  and  printed  them  in  his  Transactions  for  the  year 
1715,  No.  344.  But  the  Queen  deceasing  lajfore  they  couhl  lay  any  claim  to 
the  next  year’s  f,  and  their  aiithority  ceasing,  1 declined  ansAvering  their  further 
demand  ; for  their  authority  ceased.  Yet,  their  conlidence  did  not : and  the 
editor  [Dr.  Halley]  who  now  was  one  of  their  tsocretaries,  seat  me  a ladd  letter 
to  demand  them,  as  if  he  had  never  done  me  any  injury  ; which  1 laid  by  me, 
and  kept  that  year's  from  Ijcing  spoiled];.  How  unfaithful  he  'vas  in  his  copy 
1 ho[>e  the  skilful  may  see  ere  long:  for  my  amanuensis,  J.  Crosthwait,  is  noAV 
copying  the  volume  of  ob.servations  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton  got  by  surprize  into 
his  hands,  and  has  nearly  hnished  it.  And  1 hope  1 may  live,  through  the 
blessing  of  God,  to  see  it  puhli.shed,  with  the  ohsen  ations  of  lifolloAviug  years  : 
hut  if  his  good  Proviilence  shall  not  continue  my  life  so  long,  1 trust  my  exe- 
cutors Avill  do  it  according  to  the  directions  of  my  will  §. 

The  last  sheet  of  my  corrected  and  enlarged  catalogue  was  printed  off.  Decern. 
5th,  1712 ; aAer  Avhich  1 designed  to  have  had  the  pre.ss  to  proceed  with  the 
observations,  from  Avhicli  it  >vas  derived,  made  Avith  the  mural  arch.  But,  Avhat- 
ever  instances  1 made  to  Sir  Isaac  NeAA'ton,  to  have  the  copy  I had  trusted  into 
his  hands  to  be  printed,  I could  not  prevail  AA'ith  him  to  return  it.  So  1 set 
myself  to  continue  my  observations  at  such  times  as  Avere  fit  for  them,  and  to 
calculate  the  planets’  places,  from  such  observations  as  I had  made  Avith  it,  and 

planet  (the  great  object  of  research  at  that  time)  would  be  determined  thereby.  Sec  the  note  in 
page  9S.  Itut  Flamsteed,  who  was  a better  practical  astronomer,  knew  the  advantage  of  recording 
every  part  of  a day’s  work.  F.  B. 

* The  several  letters  that  were  sent  by  the  Royal  Society  to  Flamsteed,  relative  to  his  ohaervations 
for  the  years  1712  and  1713,  as  well  as  the  intermediate  proceedings  that  took  place  in  that  Society 
relative  to  the  Royal  Observatory,  ore  given  in  the  Appendix,  No.  177 — 181,  163 — 185,  188 — 193. 
F.  B. 

+ The  Queen  died  August  1,  1714.  F.  B. 

J The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Journals  of  the  Royal  Society : — “ May  10,  1716.  The 
**  President  ordered  that  Mr.  Flamsteed  be  sent  to  for  his  observations  of  the  year  ending  at  Christmas 
“ 17 15,  and  the  close  of  the  year  before ; pursuant  to  the  Queen  *s  Wanant.”  Sec  the  letter  which  waa 
sent,  in  Appendix  No.  214.  I cannot  find  that  any  separate  order  w-assent  in  theyear  1715.  F.  B. 

§ It  has  been  done:  and  forma  the  second  volume  of  the  Hirtoria  Caslestss.  F.  B. 
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to  correct  the  places  of  the  planets’  motions.  In  which,  I bless  God  for  it, 
though  I had  not  the  success  I expected,  yet  I had  such  as  gave  me  light,  and 
will  be  of  use  to  those  that  come  after  me ; and  may  serve  to  perfect  our  know- 
ledge of  the  heavens,  wherein  the  height  of  wisdom  is  shown  of  our  Creator ; 
if,  after  me,  there  shall  l»e  any  found  that  will  prosecute  these  studies  with  the 
same  sedulity,  patience,  and  sincere  love  of  truth  that  I have  now  for  above  these 
five  and  fifty  years. 

August  1st,  1714.  King  George  succeeded  to  the  crown  of  Great  Hritain. 
Soon  after,  a noble  ]ieer  died,  who,  during  his  life,  had  supportetl  Sir  Isaac 
Newton  *.  The  officers  at  Court  were  changed.  The  new  Lord  Clianiberlain 
knew  me  well : and  one,  that  was  frequently  employed  by  him,  wrote  to  me  that, 
through  his  means,  I might  get  the  printed  copy  of  my  observations,  that  had 
heen  designed  for  me  hy  the  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  into  ray  hands  with 
little  trouble:  the  Lord  Chamberlain  hanng,  by  his  office,  the  care  of  his  library. 
I thanked  God  for  so  good  an  opportunity.  My  friend,  with  the  Duke  of 
Bolton,  did  his  liest : but,  after  all,  we  find  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  bad  the 
power  of  disposing  of  them.  Mr.  Al'alpole  f was  first  commissioner  ; Mr. 
Methuen  unasked  l)ecame  my  friend  : Mr.  Newport  (now  Lord  Torriugton)  I 
[had]  been  acquainted  nith  long  since.  I caused  a memorial  and  petition, 
wherein  iny  case  was  truly  represented  to  them,  to  be  drawn  up  and  delivered. 
Whereupon,  300  copies  were  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  me  by  the  undertaker, 
Mr.  Churchill ; who,  by  his  Articles,  was  bound  to  print  but  400.  I brought 
them  down  to  Greenwich : and,  finding  both  Halley's  corrupted  edition  of  my 
catalogue,  and  abridgment  of  my  obseiwations,  no  less  spoiled  by  him,  I separated 
them  from  my  observations  ; and,  some  few  days  after,  I made  a Sacrifice  of 
them  to  Heavenly  Truth ; as  I should  do  of  all  the  rest  of  my  editor’s  pains  of 
the  like  nature,  if  the  Author  of  Truth  should  hereafter  put  them  into  my  power ; 
that  none  of  them  but  what  he  has  given  away  and  sent  into  foreign  countries  J 

• The  Earl  of  Halifax,  who  die^  on  May  19,  1715.  See  Flamsteed**  letter  to  Sharp,  dated  July 
9,  1715,  inaerted  in  the  Api>cndix,  No.  201.  F.  B. 

t Afterward*  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  He  it  was  that  presented  a copy  of  Halley**  edition  of  Flam- 
steed** OlnervatioD*  to  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxfonl : which  caused  that  spirited  letter  of  Mrs. 
Flamsteed  to  be  written  to  the  Vice-Chancellor  (dated  March  22,  172t>)  requesting  him  to  eject  it 
from  the  library.  This  letter  is  given  in  the  Appendix  in  the  order  of  tlic  date*.  F.  B. 

f See  the  official  return  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  printc<i  copies  of  Halley’s  edition  not  deli- 
vered up  to  Flamsteed ; and  Flamsteed’*  reasons  why  Sir  Isaac  Newton  ought  not  to  have  the  dis- 
tribution of  those  copies,  in  the  Ap()en<lix,  No.  206  and  207.  And  here  I would  remark,  that  most 
of  the  second-hand  copies  of  this  edition,  that  are  now  to  be  met  with  for  sale,  are  splendidly  bound, 
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may  remain  to  ahotv  the  ingratitude  of  two  of  my  countrymen,  who  liad  been 
obliged  by  me  more  on  particular  occasions,  than  any  other  mathematical 
acquaintance ; and  who  had  used  me  worse  than  ever  the  noble  Tycho  waa  used 
in  Denmark.  And  1 should  have  felt  the  effects  of  their  malice  and  envj'  more 
had  not  the  good  Providence  of  Almighty  God  prevented  them. 

M'hilst  1 was  soliciting  this  affair  in  the  Kxcherjuer,  Sir  Isaac  Newton  was 
passing  his  accounts  there,  concerning  the  disbursement  of  the  Prince’s  monies  •. 
He  wH)uld  never  own  to  me  what  the  Prince  allowed  for  the  charge  of  printing  ; 
lest  he  should  quit  any  part  of  that  power  he  pretended  (and  he  would  gladly 
have  me  have  thought  him)  to  have  had.  I have  heard  that  the  Prince  designed 
£l'2tXI  for  the  printing  : Dr.  Keil  told  me  £'2oOO,  which  1 am  apt  to  believe  is 
true;  the  other  £1300  being  not  less  than  the  engraving  of  the  maps  of  the 
constellations,  and  other  figures,  \rill  cost.  But  here  I learnt  that  Sir  Isaac 
Ncw’ton's  accounts  specified  £150  given  to  Dr,  Halley  for  the  pains  he  had  been 
at  in  correcting  (as  he  calls  it)  and  |iublishiiig  my  catalogue:  and  to  one  of  his 
servants,  for  a-ssisting  him  in  calculating  the  places  of  tlie  stars,  £30 : so  tiiat  Sir 
Isaac  Newton  had  wastc<l  £180  in  sixiiliug  of  it.  Besides,  he  told  me  that  he 
had  given  £20  more  to  the  poor  Frenchman  that  drew  and  engraved  the  flatter- 
ing figures  for  the  frontispieces  or  capitals ; upon  his  complaint  that  the  first 
agreement  was  too  hard  a bargain.  So  that  here  was  £*200  of  the  Prince's 
money  thrown  away,  only  to  show  his  liberality  unnecessarily ; wliich  evidently 
proves  his  ignorance  of  the  business.  For,  the  catalogue  was  very  correct,  before 
his  editor  corrected  it : and  the  designer  or  engraver  of  the  frontispiece  and  capi- 
tals knew,  no  doubt,  how  to  make  a bargain  for  his  pains.  The  editor  and  his 
calculator  were  l>oth  indigent ; [and  he]  f found  this  way  of  relieving  them, 
without  any  e.xpense  to  himself,  and  making  them  open  their  mouths  wide  in 
crying  him  [up  for]  his  lil>ernlity,  as  they  had  done  before  for  his  skill  in  what 

with  the  Queen’s  arms  on  the  cover  of  the  book:  which  I presume  are  a portion  of  the  30  copies 
reserved  by  the  Treaaury,  and  one  of  which  waa  aent  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole  to  the  Bodleian  Library 
at  Oxford,  as  already  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note.  F.  B. 

* Flamateed  is  wrong  in  considering  this  to  be  the  disbursement  of  the  /Vince’r  money.  That 
account  had^  long  before,  been  delivered  in,  upon  oath,  by  the  Referees.  Sec  the  note  in  page  88. 
The  present  account  must  have  been  the  disburacment  of  the  Queen's  money ; and  consequently 
delivered  in,  and  passed,  at  the  Exchequer  : probably  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton  as  President  of  the  Royal 
Society.  1 have  not  yet,  however,  been  able  to  get  a sight  of  this  account.  P.  B. 

t These  words,  within  brackets,  are  tom  off  from  the  MS,  and  are  here  supplied  from  the  tenor 
of  the  context.  F.  B. 
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he  is  [no  master]  of.  AVhilst  my  amanuensis,  J.  Crosthwait,  was  at  more  pains 
in  [correcting]  their  faults,  and  calculating  the  places  of  400  stars  [more]  than 
were  in  my  first  copy,  without  any  allowance  [more]  than  the  yearly  wages  I 
gave  him. 

Haring  thus  got  my  own  printed  observations  and  catalogue  into  my  own 
hands,  I caused  the  observations  of  Mr.  Gascoigne  and  Mr.  Crabtree,  made  in 
Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  in  the  years  1638-1642,  together  with  my  own  made 
at  Derby  betwixt  the  years  1669  and  1675,  which  1 had  mentioned  in  my  Esti- 
mate (as  these  were  to  com|iose  a part  of  my  first  volume  of  Observations)  to 
be  printed  in  Latin : together  with  a small  table  for  turning  the  parts  measured 
by  the  micrometer  (either  in  the  longer  or  the  lesser  tube)  into  minutes  and 
seconds  of  a degree.  I also  sent  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton  to  return  me  the  175 
sheets  trusted  into  his  hands  Alarch  20th,  1708-9,  to  be  ])riuted.  But,  finding 
he  delayed  to  restore,  or  even  flatly  denied  to  do  it  *,  1 set  my  amanuensis  to 
copy  them,  in  onler  to  have  them  printed ; that  they  might  be  published  together 
with  the  catalogue  in  their  proper  order,  which  I had  first  pro])osed  in  my  said 
estimate,  and  which  I endeavoured  always  to  preserve : whilst  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
as  pertinaciously  contended  to  obstruct  and  break,  that  he  might  thereby  force 
me  to  some  mean  submission  to  procure  his  consent.  Hiough  the  work  was 
nothing  of  it  his,  he  had  concerned  himself  with  the  Prince  George  of  Den- 
mark, without  my  consent,  in  the  edition ; and  was  so  bold  as  by  his  creatures 
to  intimate  to  me  what  he  wanted : but  the  cunning  failed  him ; the  sheets  will 
be  copieil  in  a short  time ; and  I hope,  if  God  spares  me  health  one  ye:ir  more,  I 
may  see  them  all  printed  and  fit  to  lie  published. 

Having  thus  given  the  history  of  my  observations  of  the  fixed  stars,  and  shown 
both  what  the  true  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  or  the  inclination  of  the  earth's  axis 
is,  as  the  assertors  of  their  motion  would  rather  call  it,  and  how  it  came  to  pass 
that  I have  met  with  so  many  obstructions  and  hin<lerances  in  the  prejmring  the 
catalogue  of  them  for  the  press,  and  publishing  of  it ; having  also  shown  how  I 
detennined  the  inequality  of  the  earth’s  motion  and  the  true  places  of  some  of 
the  principal  [stars  in  the  catalogue],  and  from  them  all  the  rest  inserted  in  it, 
I shall  next  give  an  account  of  such  variations  as  may  Ije  caused  in  their  right 

• See  tke  letters  from  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  demanding  the  restitution  of  these  docu- 
ments, dated  June  .10, 1715,  and  April  23,  1716,  in  the  Appendix,  No.  200  and  211.  It  is  diScult 
to  account  for  Newton's  conduct  in  retaining  these  MSS  to  the  evident  injury  of  science : since 
Flamsteed  was  now  desirous  of  printing  the  work  at  his  own  expense.  Possibly  the  coj>y  was  mu- 
tilated in  getting  up  the  spurious  edition;  and  could  not  he  returned  in  its  original  state.  F.  B. 
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ascensions  and  distances  from  the  visible  pole  by  the  Parallax  of  the  Earth't 
orbit. 

From  my  first  year's  observations  of  the  pole-star’s  meridional  distance  from 
the  vertex,  I supposed  that  the  p.irallax  was  sensible.  Some  observations,  I had 
taken  with  the  sextant,  of  the  iutermutual  distiinces  of  bright  fixed  stars,  had 
caused  me  to  suspect  it  before  : for,  I found  that  I had  them,  at  some  times  of  the 
year,  some  little  bigger  than  at  others.  Hut,  the  sextant  l>eiug  an  unfixed  in- 
strument that  re<|uircd  two  persons  to  make  use  of  it,  and  the  air  lieing  change- 
able and  diflereut  at  different  times  of  the  year,  and  consecjuently  the  distances 
Ijeing  more  or  less  contracted  by  refractions  according  to  the  greater  or  less 
density  of  the  air,  or  greater  or  less  inclination  of  tlic  planes,  passing  through  the 
two  observed  stars,  to  the  vertical  circles  falling  upon  them,  it  was  very  difficult 
to  make  any  good  conclusion  from  them.  Continuing  therefore  my  observations 
of  the  pole-star  yearly,  I found  always  a small  but  sensible  difference  betwixt 
those  I took  in  iSeptember  and  the  following  months  of  each  year : which  argued 
a sensible  parallax  at  that  star.  At  that  time  Mr.  John  t’aswcll,  the  Savilian 
Professor  of  Astronomy,  with  whom  I had  been  acquainted  ever  since  the  year 
1 080,  kept  a friendly  corresjMjndence  with  me.  In  one  of  my  letters  to  lum  I 
gave  him  some  account  of  these  observations,  and  what  I deduced  from  them. 
This  letter  he  shou  ed  to  Dr.  ^^'allis,  who  was  then  reprinting  an  edition  of  his 
works  in  folio,  and  writing  to  me  earnestly  pressed  me  for  a larger  account  of 
those  observations  * ; which  I soon  drew  up  and  sent  him,  and  he  jirinted.  My 
letter  was  dated  Decern.  22,  1698.  This  was  the  first  time  that  any  thing 
appeared  in  public  on  this  subject : and  therefore  the  French,  who  have  boasted, 
by  the  jKjn  of  Mons.  Fontenelle,  their  SecreUry,  that  the  world  is  either  iudebtetl 
to  them  for  all  the  curious  discoveries  of  the  last  pnniuctive  century,  or  they 
have  found  the  way  of  making  all  the  inventions  of  it  their  own,  found  fault  with 
my  demonstration  of  it.  And  the  younger  Cassini  published  something  about  it 
in  a preface  to  the  Hitt,  de  f Acad,  det  Sciences,  (or  the  year  1609;  which 
caused  me  to  consider  that  subject  anew  in  the  year  1702:  when,  on  the  22nd 
of  November,  I wrote  a letter  conceniiug  it,  wherein  I explained  it  as  follows  : 
Conceive  the  eye  placed  at  an  infinite  distance  in  the  plane  of  the  Earth’s 
orbit  A,  H,  C,  D,  (Fig.  A)  : it  will  be  represented  by  the  line  A C,  its  diameter  ; 
and  let  &c,  &c,  &c. 

[As  there  is  no  figure  annexed  to  this  description,  and  ns  the  description 

* See  some  of  this  correspondcuce  in  the  A|){)cudix,  No.  39 — d6.  F.  B. 
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itself  is,  shortly  after,  broken  off  abruptly,  by  .a  reference  to  another  paper  *, 
it  is  needless  to  proceed  further  with  this  fragment ; which  terminates  with 
the  following  jiassage.  F.  B.] 

By  the  observed  distances  of  the  Pole-star  from  the  pole,  it  is  found  that  the 
greatest  exccwls  the  least  by  40"  or  45" : and  therefore  the  greatest  parallax  of 
the  orb,  at  this  star,  is  more  ; and  probiibly  50",  or  very  near  a whole  minute. 
But,  it  will  be  more  accurately  determined  upon  a severe  examination  of  all  the 
observations  of  it : for  I have  not  yet  examined  all  the  oljservations  made  in 
the  opposite  months  of  March  and  .Septendwr. 

[Tlic  author  then  proceeds  to  describe  The  Order  and  Uses  of  the  Cata- 
logue, os  and  printed  in  Latin,  in  page  IGl  of  the  3rd  volume  of 

the  Historia  Ccelestis,  which  finishes  the  Preface.  F.  B.] 

• Probably  the  letter  of  Flamsteed  to  Sir  ChrUtojiher  Wren,  doted  Nov.  t1,  1102;  a copy  of 
which  is  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  68  (from  the  end).  The  part,  here  alluded  to,  commencea 
at  page  71.  F.  B. 


The  subsequent  history  of  Flamsteed’s  life  and  labors  may  be  deduced 
from  the  correspondence  which  he  still  kept  up  with  Mr.  A.  Sharp;  a 
portion  of  which  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix.  And  the  progress  of  his 
executors,  aided  by  Mr.  Sharp,  in  the  laborious  task  of  superintending  the 
pres.s  of  the  Historia  Ccelestis,  and  the  formation  and  engraving  of  the 
Maps,  may  be  obtained  from  the  letters  of  Mr.  Crosthwait  to  Mr.  Sharp, 
inserted  also  in  the  Appendix.  Mrs.  Fhimsteed’s  celebrated  letter  to  the 
Vice-Chancellor  of  Oxford  will  close  the  history  of  the  whole.  F.  B. 


P 


Digitized  by  Google 


lOfi 


APPENDIX. 


No.  1.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Otdenhurg  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

London,  Jan'.  14,  1669-70. 

Sir, 

TTinugh  ^ou  did  what  you  could  to  hide  your  name  from  ua,  yet  your  ii^nious  and  usefu 
lahora  for  the  advancement  of  Astronomy,  addressed  to  the  noble  President  of  the  Iloyal  ^weiety  and 
some  others  of  that  illustrious  body,  did  soon  discover  you  to  us,  upon  our  solicitous  enquiries  after 
their  worthy  author.  The  said  Society  having  been  made  acquainted  with  your  endeavours  and  per- 
formancca  too,  and  duly  considered  the  importance  and  uscfulncsa  of  these  studiea,  and  astronomical 
predictions  of  yours,  tending  so  much  to  state  the  motions  of  celestial  bodies,  especially  that  of  the 
moon,  have  given  me  order  to  present  you  with  their  hearty  thanks,  both  for  your  singular  respect 
to  them,  and  to  congratulate  with  you  the  progress  you  have  made  in  the  excellent  science  of  astro- 
nomy i and  withal  to  assure  you  that  you  can  do  them  no  greater  kindness  than  to  continue  this 
industry  and  study  from  year  to  year;  and  that  in  compliance  with  your  design,  they  will  take  what 
care  they  can  to  commit  the  province  of  observing  those  phenomena  you  have  noted,  to  some  of  their 
most  industrious  and  most  skilful  members.  And.  to  the  end  that  the  better  and  ampler  notice  may 
be  given  of  what  you  have  so  ingeniously  and  worthily  begun  to  perform  in  this  matter,  it  is  intended 
that  the  most  necessary  part  of  your  papers  shall  be  forthwith  made  public  by  the  press;  and  that 
perhaps  in  the  Phihsoyhical  Transactions  of  this  month:  reserving  the  rest,  that  cannot  be  con- 
veniently concluded  in  the  narrow  bounds  of  those  tracts  (which  is  to  contaiu  some  variety  of 
subjects)  unto  another  opportunity.  Which  when  done,  I shall  not  fail  (God  willing)  to  see  a copy 
of  that  book  conveyed  to  you : whom  I shall  herewith  desire  to  let  me  know  the  readiest  and  easiest 
way  of  sending  things  of  this  nature  to  you. 

What  occasion  you  may  have  to  employ  my  service  in  here,  you  need  no  more  but  signify  it  by  a 
letter  to  me,  sent  by  the  ordinary  post,  aildressiug  to  me  at  my  house  in  the  middle  of  the  Palmal  in 
St.  James’s  Fields,  Westminster.  Meantime,  yiMi  must  look  upon  me  oa  the  meanest  of  the  Fellows 
of  this  Society,  though  1 am,  with  all  rcadineu  ami  sincerity,  Sir,  your  very  affectionate  friend  and 
real  servant, 

H.  OLOSNBURCi. 

[Extracted  from  the  MS  Letter  Dock  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  2.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Fhmsteed  to  Mr.  Collins. 

Derby,  Jan'.  24,  1669-70. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  15th  I received;  by  which  I understand  that  my  papers,  however  unworthy, 
were  read  in  the  Royal  Society ; an  honor  which  I could  as  little  expect  or  deserve,  as  it  merited 
their  applause,  or  I their  thanks.  My  intent  in  addressing  those  calculi  to  his  Lordship,  was  only 
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to  give  DOticc  what  phenomena  the  heavens  were  about  to  afford  ua : which,  since  1 was  not  accommo- 
dated with  inetrumenta  sufficient  to  observe  them  with  the  requisite  accuracy  myself,  1 made  bold  to 
present  to  his  honor;  whom  I supposed  to  be  amply  accommodated  for  such  observations.  But, 
prescribing  the  use  of  a telescope  before  other  instruments,  and  taking  occasion  thereou  to  urge  some- 
thing too  boldly  on  Mr.  Hooke,  and  in  another  on  Mr.  Street,  concerning  the  ephemcrides,  being 
likewise  conscious  of  my  rudo  addresses  to  those  worthy  persons  with  my  papers,  and  fearing  that 
my  heat  for  the  promotion  of  Ktcnce  might  be  worse  taken  by  them  than  1 intended:  knowing  also 
the  smallness  of  my  merits,  I resolved  to  suppress  my  name,  till  I understood  how  it  was  like  to 
speed  with  my  papers.  I fear  1 addressed  myself  too  rudely  to  his  Lordship  : but  since  he  is  pleased 
to  take  notice  of  those  unpolished  papers,  and  enquire  after  their  author,  you  may  please  (if  you  have 
not  already)  to  tender  my  humble  and  sincerest  services,  with  my  name  to  his  Lordship,  and  desire 
his  excuse  for  me,  that  I have  not  explained  my  method  of  calculation.  I suppose  it  cannot  be  hid 
to  those  who  are  versed  in  trigonometry.  It  is  tlie  accuratest  I could  choose:  and  the  numbers  were 
twice,  some  thrice,  repeated  for  more  certainty.  If  any  desire  to  be  more  fully  satisfied,  I hope  I shall 
answer  their  expectations  in  an  epistle  to  the  excellent  Hevelius,  containing  a commentary  on,  and 
a correction  of,  several  particulars  in  his  Mercurius  sub  sole  vtsus^  and  commentary  on  Mr.  Honrox’s 
Venus  sxib  tote  visa;  which  I have  lying  by  me,  written  in  Latin  about  half  a year  since.  But,  my 
style  not  pleasing  son^e  of  my  more  judicious  friends,  I have  since  then  given  myself  to  the  perusal 
of  the  classic  old  Roman,  and  some  modem  authors;  so  that  I may  bestow  a better  language  on  it 
before  1 expose  it  to  the  view  of  such  severities  as  I shall  be  sure  to  meet  with.  1 intend  to  present 
it,  with  an  epistle  IM  <p>piait(me  (femportt,  to  the  view  of  the  Royal  Society,  before  I commit  it  to  the 
public.  But,  by  reason  of  my  frequent  distempers,  my  parent's  affairs,  and  the  coldness  of  the 
season,  I shall  be  forced  to  protract  the  time  I have  set  myself  fur  the  perusal  of  my  papers;  wliich 
yet  I hope  to  present  you  with,  completed  within  six  months.  I have  solar  tables  by  me,  composed 
above  two  years  since  (to  wit,  before  I was  21  years  of  age);  which  1 iutend  to  ex|x>8C  with  my 
epistle  Oe  (vqucUione  temporis,  directed  to  Mr.  Street ; whom,  on  occasion,  you  may  let  know  I shall 
write  to  him  before  the  term  be  over,  by  my  kinsman,  an  attorney.  But,  I shall  be  foro^  to  trouble 
you  with  the  letter,  because  I know  not  the  place  of  his  habitation.  1 desire  to  transact  things  fairly 
with  him;  as  I have  done  with  his  deceased  antagonist  Mr.  Wing,  with  whom  I had  a fair  corre- 
spondence. And,  though  we  differed  tie  paraJlaxi  et  cetpialionibus  syslemalis  Solaris^  and  several 
other  tilings,  yet  our  dissent  made  us  not  the  less  friends.  And,  tliough  I may  not  subscribe  to  Mr. 
Street's  opinions  de  ^alione  apheliorum  et  Tualorum  in  superiorthtiSt  et  de  trtpiaiumihus  lunte  o*ci7- 
laioriiSf  yet  I hope  he  wrill  not  refuse  that  wc  may  friendly  communicate  by  letters  of  such  things  as 
concern  the  heavens  and  our  studies.  As  to  the  severity  of  the  calculations,  I suppose  that,  if  the 
artist  be  but  careful  and  curious  enough,  we  have  canons  sufficiently  large.  In  the  study  of  my 
especial  friend,  Mr.  Hallon,  I once  saw  one  of  Ulaccus  to  every  ten  sexagenary  seconds:  and  if  our 
supputations  be  exact  to  seconds,  I think  it  is  enough ; and  more  than  ever  we  may  hope,  by  instru- 
ments, to  obtain  from  the  heavens : I mean  in  dehning  the  places  of  the  luminaries  fixed,  and  the 
planets.  As  for  their  diameters,  I dare  not  deny  but  that,  by  the  help  of  glasses,  we  may  be  enabled 
to  define  them  to  seconds,  or  smaller  parts ; especially  if  a short  telescope  may  be  made  to  perform 
as  much  as  a long  one:  which  you  say  that  Mr,  Newton  hath  not  only  proved  by  demonstration,  but 
fact.  Sir,  if  it  be  no  concealed  secret,  if  you  have  the  liberty  and  may  do  it,  I desire  that  you 
would  please  to  inform  me  of  what  glasses  bis  small  telescope  is  composed;  how  and  in  what  figures 
ground;  and  how  disposed  in  the  tube.  I intend  to  work  some  for  my  own  use,  and  am  framing 
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such  an  engine  as  Mr.  Ilookc  Uescribea  fur  the  grinding  and  polishing  of  them.  I intend  to  grind 
with  ordinar)'  fine  sand,  dressed  ; and  pnlish  first  with  chalk,  and  after  with  putty.  I know  no  better 
powders  : but  would  be  much  obliged  to  any  one  that  would  inform  me  that,  or  anything  else,  cither 
concerning  the  usual  method,  or  nccesaaries  for  grinding  and  polishing  them.  If  you  know  anything 
winch  you  may  freely  impart,  I should  be  much  obliged  by  a communication. 

[Copied  from  the  General  Dictionary^  article  **  Flamsteed.”  Note  D.] 


No.  3.)  Letter  from  .1/r.  Flomsteed  to  ^fr.  Ohlenhury. 

Derby,  February  7,  1669-70. 

Sir, 

1 intreat  your  pardon  if  you  have  not  received  sooner  those  cordial  thanks  1 owe  you  for 
the  favor  you  were  pleased  to  afford  my  poor  endeavours,  and  the  respects  you  were  pleased  to  yield 
their  author,  by  your  letter,  which  1 was  so  far  from  eipecting,  that  1 looked  upon  myself  as  having 
thereby  rather  merited  the  censure  than  thanks  of  that  ilhuilrious  Society,  which  had  the  patience  to 
hear  and  see  my  heat  for  science  vented  with  Icsa  respect  than  became  so  young  a professor  of  the 
arts.  I was  conscious  to  myself  of  my  htreh  addresses  to  the  noble  President,  and  of  my  over  violent 
heat  and  language,  as  also  that  I had  urged  so  freely  on  some  ingenious  persons,  who  had  deserved 
well  not  only  of  the  Royal  Society,  but  alstj  of  llie  whole  commouwcalth  of  leaniing  : and  therefore 
resolved  to  obscure  my  name  in  my  .\nagram.  Hut,  since  the  illustrious  Society  bath  been  pleased 
to  make  me  understand  their  acccpbuice  of  my  slight  endeavours,  with  which  1 suppose  I have  a 
panlon  of  my  faults  included,  I desire  you  to  present  my  humblest  services,  with  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  their  favors  to  the  Royal  Society,  their  noble  President,  and  all  such  peranns  as  have  been 
pleased  to  respect  my  endeavours;  with  an  assurance  that  I shall,  for  the  future,  endeavour  to 
answer  their  expectations  with  greater  accuracy,  by  an  annual  exhibition  of  the  prediction  of  such 
phenomena  as  I have  there  afforded  in  my  papers,  with  such  additions  as  each  year  shall  rci{uire. 
1 would  gladly  know  if  the  times  of  the  moon's  apparent  dichotomies  have  been  observed  in  the  long 
tubes  by  any  English  astronomer,  and  should  be  overjoyed  to  hear  that  the  patronage  of  Astronomy 
was  nnderiakcn  by  any  worthy  English  personage. 

Present  my  service  to  those  who  have  undertaken  the  ulieervation  of  the  appearances  1 have  pre- 
dicted : In  them  understand  that  I intend  to  wait  for  the  phenomena  with  such  rude  instruments  1 
have  framed  with  my  own  hands  myself.  Hut,  by  reason  of  their  incompetency,  must  l»c  forced  to 
rely  u{K>n  them  (to  whom  I wish  all  possible  conveniences  to  their  obsenatiuns)  fur  tlie  utmost  and 
requisite  accuracy.  I am,  Sir,  your  humble  Servant, 

JouK  pLaMSTEin. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  the  M.S  Letter  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  4.)  A Preface  to  my  Celestial  Observations  wldressed  to  Sir  Jonas  Afoore,  in  1674. 

Sir, 

Though  OUT  age  may  justly  boast  of  more  acniratc,  learned,  and  diligent  compilcni  of 
celestial  numbers,  than  any  of  the  preceding,  yet  has  the  restitution  of  astronomy  gone  but  slowly 
forward,  and  with  no  great  success,  since  Kepler  (who  has  in  some  things  done  as  much  better  than 
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hi»  tucceMora,  aa  tber  than  he  in  othen)  for  want  of  «uch  obaervations  as  might  reveal  the  latent 
defects  of  hypotheaes  seemingly  ingenioua.  I having  therefore,  for  some  three  years  last  past,  been 
an  attendant  on  the  heavens,  have  thought  it  necessary  to  impart  my  observations  to  the  ingenioua 
astronomer,  and  have  hopes  they  may  prove  of  some  nse  in  his  labours,  where  others  arc  wholly 
deficient.  For,  by  the  observations  of  the  moon's  diameters,  he  will  find  that  the  now  commonly 
received  lunar  hypotheses  of  Kepler,  Lansberg,  Bullialdus,  Wing,  and  Street,  are  absolutely  rejected 
by  the  heavens,  wherein  the  diameter  of  the  perigeon  full  moon  is  greater,  and  consequently  her 
distance  from  the  earth  lesser,  than  in  the  perigeon  quadratures  : the  hyqwtheaes  and  tables,  in  the 
meantime,  rendering  the  diameter  in  the  quadratures  considerably  greater,  and  the  distance  less, 
than  in  the  perigeon  full  moon.  These  may  therefore  prompt  him  to  some  expedient  whereby  her 
accesses  to,  and  recesses  from,  it  may  be  justly  solved:  which  once  effected,  her  motions  in  longitude 
and  latitude  will  be  much  more  easily  represented;  but  never  without  it 

He  will  also  6nd  that  the  places  of  the  planet  Jupiter  have  been,  for  these  two  last  years,  some  l.*i 
or  14  minutes  forwarder  in  the  heavens,  than  Kepler's  numbers  represent;  and  that  hts  motions  are 
not  much  better  solved  by  any  others ; except  wc  admit  of  Mr.  llorrox's  concctions,  by  which,  if  we 
make  the  annual  motions  of  the  fixed  stars  only  50  seconds,  which  is  something  less  than  Kepler's, 

I believe  the  calculation  will  not  differ  above  3 or  3 minutes  from  the  appearance,  lie  will  also 
perceive,  by  the  observaltons  of  Mars,  that  his  motions  are  much  better  represented  by  Kepler’s 
numbers  than  some  others  who  have  pretended  to  amend  him : in  which  no  wonder  yet  if  they  failed 
whilst  they  would  wrest  them  to  some  particular  observations  of  their  own,  for  little  errors  in  the 
achronical  appearances  of  this  planet  become  very  discoverable,  in  which  therefore  that  laborious 
and  subtle  astronomer  seems  to  have  bestowed  the  main  part  of  his  pains;  and  indeed  the  restitution 
of  this  planet's  motions  is  tus  mastcrjiiccc. 

How  the  motions  of  Venus  and  Mercury  agree  with  the  best-esteemed  numbers  I dare  not  assert, 
for  that  1 have  made  only  four  observations  of  her  appulsea  to  6xed  stars,  and  but  one  of  his  : from 
which  I have  not  yet  had  time  to  calculate  their  places,  and  compare  them  as  I desire  with  the 
Caroline  and  other  tables;  partly  by  irasnn  of  some  distempers,  but  more  through  other  affairs  and 
employments  incumbent  on  me,  which  have  commonly  either  detained  me  from  this  exercise,  or 
called  me  off  when  intent  upon  it.  It  was  my  purpose  also  to  have  added  in  every  appuisc,  how  much 
the  planet  by  that  observatinn  was  found  in  antecedence  or  consequence  of  the  star,  and  with  what 
more  or  less  latitude,  whereby  the  astronomer  might  readily  determine  its  place,  and  latitude,  accord- 
ing to  the  place  and  latitude  he  allotted  to  the  hxed  star.  But  1 could  not  gain  so  much  leisure,  aiul 
therefore  have  described  the  bare  and  naked  observations,  plainly  and  without  any  ornament  hut 
what  their  own  accurateness  may  afford  them,  in  which  I think  they  need  not  yield  to  any,  if  they 
be  not  much  more  exact  than  most  that  have  yet  appearc<l  in  public,  not  by  iny  sole  care  and 
diligence,  (far  be  it  from  me  to  boast  of  that,  which  though  it  was  not  wanting,  was  not  I believe 
more  in  me  than  is  usual  in  other  observers,)  but  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Tuwnley's  curious  mcn- 
aurator  or  micrometer,  whereby  I have  attained  to  the  precisencaa  of  5 seconds,  which  what  proportion 
it  bears  to  the  preciseness  attainable  in  the  ancient  or  modem  instruments  without  glasses,  you  have 
experienced,  and  I leave  to  you  to  judge. 

And  because  I received  this  little  instnimcnt  from  your  hands,  I presumed  to  present  you  first 
with  the  effects  of  it,  both  because  I esteem  them  your  due,  as  the  first  fruits  of  that  gift,  and  fur 
that  I know  you  expect  not  the  compliments  usually  made  on  such  an  address,  in  the  framing  of 
which,  having  never  been  happy,  I take  all  opportunities  to  decline  them. 
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Though  i received  the  micrometer  at  your  handa,  about  Midsummer,  IBIO*  yet  waa  that  year, 
with  the  summer  and  autumu  of  the  fultuwing,  almoat  elapsed  before  1 could  procure  glasses  and 
tubes  fit  to  apply  it  to,  and  in  good  order:  after  which,  my  first  work  waa  to  seek  how  it  measured 
the  )mrts  of  a degree,  which  to  effect  I at  first  set  the  pointers  to  a certain  distance,  and  then  laying 
them  ou  a box  ruler,  struck  fine  lines  by  their  edges  thereon,  of  which  taking  the  distances  betwixt 
my  compasses,  and  measuring  it  on  a good  diagonal  scale,  1 found  that  35  revolvea  with  iVs  would 
open  or  close  them  an  inch.  Upou  this  I framed  my  table  for  finding  tbc  minutes  and  seconds 
measured  by  the  instrument ; but  a little  while  after  informing  Mr.  Townley  of  it,  with  whom  by 
the  means  of  encoun^gement  I had  then  begun  a correspondence,  in  hit  return  dsted  December  21, 
1671,  be  assured  me  that  by  several  repeated  trials  of  which  he  therein  gave  me  an  account,  he  bad 
found  that  a screw,  made  in  the  same  box  with  mine,  made  only  34*G5,  in  an  inch,  and  added  that 
he  conceived  mine  did  the  same,  it  waa  winter  and  a very  inconveuient  aeaaon  fur  making  such 
trials  as  he  had  used,  and  I thought  I needed  not  doubt,  but  that  the  threads  of  two  screws  both 
made  in  the  same  box,  were  both  of  the  same  precise  bigness ; but  yet  because  my  repeated  trial  by 
the  diagonal  inch  would  scarce  permit  them  so  little,  [ adventured  to  state  them  34*85,  a little  bigger 
than  hia : on  which  I calculated  a new  table  for  converting  the  revolvea  and  |wrta  of  the  screw  into 
minutes  and  seconds,  which  I used  from  that  time  to  the  Aiigust  following,  1672. 

But  I was  not  well  satisfied  with  this  determination,  an<!  therefore  resolved  on  the  first  opportunity 
to  make  a more  satiafactOTy  trial,  by  the  method  which  Mr.  Townley  had  very  successfully  used  and 
directed  me.  And  therefuie,  August  the  5th  following,  having  chosen  a level  place  in  the  open  field, 
I settled  my  bigger  tube  u|Hm  it,  and  from  the  obj^t  glass  forward,  with  a aurveyor^s  chain,  1 
measured  908  feet  7 inches,  at  which  distance  exactly  aernss  to  the  chain,  1 placed  a very  sub- 
stantial ruler  w*ith  black  marks  in  white  upon  it,  at  1,3,  6,  36,  72,  and  108  inches  distance.  1 drew 
out  the  tube  to  165^  ittchea  long,  where  I could  best  see  the  object,  and  then  found  108  inches 
measured  within  the  tube,  by  57*55  revolves,  but  by  reason  of  the  wideness  of  the  object,  the  obser- 
vation somewhat  difficult.  Afterwards  72  inches  distance  by  38'33  much  better.  Now  because  the 
breadth  of  the  distant  image  projected  in  the  tube  is  in  proportion  to  its  length  betwixt  the  object 
glass  and  the  place  of  projection,  as  the  wideness  of  the  nsible  object  to  its  distance  from  the  object 
glass,  [ say, 


As  tire  distance  of  the  object  from  the  glass  . 

lo<bM 

10903 

Lo»- 

= 5.962454 

torbM 

10903 

I^. 

= 5.962454 

to  the  tube's  length  ..... 

m\ 

= 2.218798 

16SI 

= 2.218798 

So  the  breadth  of  the  object  . . . . 

108 

= 2.03.3424 

12 

= 1.857332 

to  the  breadth  of  the  image  project^  in  the  tube 

1.639 

= 0.214676 

1.092 

= 0.038584 

And  again. 

As  the  breadth  to  the  parts  measuring  it 

5755 

= 3.760045 

3P33 

=3T  3 583539 

So  is  one  inch  to  the  parts  measuring  one  inch 

3511 

3.545469 

3507 

=Ts44945 

i esteem  my  latter  observation,  and  the  measures  deduced  from  it,  ratlier  more  accurate,  be<»use  1 
could  in  it  |)CTcetvc  the  blacks  more  distinctly : and  therefore  have  founded  my  table  of  minutes  and 
seconds  answering  to  the  revolves  and  parts  shown  by  the  bar  and  index  upon  it,  whereby  I have 
corrected  all  the  observ’atious  here  recorded,  except  between  January  and  March  the  15, 1G72,  which 
not  heeding,  I transcribed  as  I had  wrote  them  in  my  Journal : all  which,  if  you  find  not  dune  to 
your  hands,  may  be  corrected  by  a note  annexed  in  the  margin  to  that  evening's  olnervations.  1 
made  several  other  trials,  repeating  all  very  often,  which  still  confinned  this  measure ; which  here 
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1 omit,  because  over  prolix  to  relate,  and  these  may  serve  to  satisfy  you  and  my  readers  of  the  care 
and  diligence  I used  to  find  the  exact  minutes  and  seconds,  and  their  preciseneae.  These  trials,  and 
indeed  all  my  observations  betwixt  March  28,  1672,  and  August  19,  1673,  were  made  only  with 
the  bigger  segment  of  my  object  glass,  which  at  the  hrst  time  here  mentioned  broke  as  I was 
smearing  it  over  a candle : yet  need  you  not  fear  them  1cm  accurate,  since  it  is  easily  demonstrable 
that  the  segment  shall  carry  the  rays  and  perform  as  well  as  the  whole  glass  with  only  an  equal 
aperture  upon  it,  and  therefore  all  the  obaerrations  made  with  it  were  not  the  lest  certain  for  the 
accident. 

I had  no  sooner  certified  my  measurea  but  the  Almighty  Providence  of  Heaven  waa  pleased  to 
afford  me  two  or  three  more  advantageous  opportunities  of  observations,  that  might  determine  some 
tilings  uncertainly  held  and  much  controverted  amongst  astronomers,  in  which  such  preciseness  nf 
measuring  was  altogether  necessary : for,  first,  in  the  next  immediate  month,  the  planet  Mars 
passing  almost  achronical  by  3 contiguous  stars  in  the  water  of  Aqwrius^  I observed  his  distances 
from  them  twice  in  one  night;  whence  I derived  both  his  and  the  sun’s  parallax  and  distances 
from  our  globe  vastly  more  than  was  ever  before  conceived  cither  by  our  contemporaries  or  sntiquity  : 
of  which  you  will  find  a full  account  in  a paper  of  letters  to  our  mutusl  friend  Mr.  Richard  Town- 
ley  *.  In  the  following  March,  I observed  the  planet  Jupiter  several  nights  passing  almost  achronical 
by  a star  of  the  third  light,  seated  near  his  iime4  boreus,  whence  I so  determined  the  latitude  of  his 
orbit,  that  if  ever  the  star's  true  latitude  shall  be  found,  by  such  observations  as  we  may  confide  in, 
that  of  his  orb  will  be  given  (by  subducting  only  26' 40  ')  for  the  time  of  my  observation.  Since 
then  I have  examined  the  extreme  removes  of  Jupiter’s  satellites  from  his  centre,  which  I have 
found  not  much  different  from  the  antecedent  determinations  of  Mr.  Townley;  and  so  exact  that  an 
eminent  foreigner  acknowledges  them  better  than  his  own,  though  I exjiect  Icmgcr  tubes  ere  I dare 
adventure  to  determine  these  last  precisely.  The  altitudes  noted  in  the  observations  were  commonly 
taken  by  a quadrant  of  20'inch  radius,  applied  or  fixed  to  the  tube^  whose  position  sometimes  being 
inconvenient,  has  rendered  the  altitude  difficult  to  note,  and  therefore  the  moments  less  precise  than 
they  wrould  have  been  taken  with  a good  clock,  which  I have  more  wanted  than  any  other  instru- 
ment. 

These  I have  made  under  a private  roof,  without  any  as^uiice  but  an  ignorant  servant,  with  few 
instruments,  and  in  no  little  scarcity  of  time.  Now  God  is  making  me  more  leisure,  1 hope  to  be 
better  provided  fur  the  carrying  on  of  these  studies  with  some  others,  ^d  to  perform  much  greater 
thing!  with  such  instruments  as  aie  designed  by  your  servant, 

J.  Flamstbed. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol  40,  page  77.] 


No.  5.)  Warrant  for  th^paymonl  of  Mr.  Flanuieeits  Saiary. 

Charles  Rsx. 

Whereas,  we  have  appointed  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Flamsteed,  master  of  arts,  our 
astronomical  observator,  forthwith  to  apply  himself  with  the  most  exact  care  and  diligence  to  the 
rectifying  the  tables  of  the  motions  of  the  heavens,  aod  the  places  of  the  fixed  stars,  so  as  to  find  out 

* Probably  Uie  letter  alluded  to  in  the  note  in  peg*  93. 
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the  »o  muchslcsiml  longitude  of  places  for  the  perfecting  the  art  of  navigation^  Our  will  and  pleasure 
iS)  and  we  do  hereby  require  and  authorize  you,  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  John 
Flumstecd,  of  whose  abiUcies  in  astronomy  we  have  very  good  testimony,  and  are  well  aatished,  that 
from  time  to  time  you  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  unto  him,  the  said  John  Flamsteed,  or  his  assigns, 
the  yearly  salary  or  allowance  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum ; the  same  to  be  charged  and 
borne  upon  the  quarter*booke  of  the  Office  of  the  Ordnance,  and  paid  to  him  quarterly,  by  even 
and  equal  portions,  by  tbe  Treasurer  of  our  said  office,  the  first  quarter  to  begin  and  be  accompted 
from  tlie  feast  of  St  Michael  the  Archangel  last  past,  and  so  to  continue  during  our  pleasure. 
And  for  so  doing,  this  ehall  be  as  well  unto  you,  as  to  the  Auditors  of  the  Exchequer,  for  allowing  the 
same,  and  all  other  our  officers  an<l  ministers  whom  it  may  concern,  a full  and  sufficient  warrant. 
Given  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  4th  day  of  March,  1674-5, 

By  his  Maje*ty*s  command, 

J.  Wll.LUMSON. 

To  our  right-tniBly  and  wcll-bcloved  Couiiaellur, ' 

Sir  Thomas  Chichely,  Knt,  Master  of  our  Ord- 
nance, and  to  the  iicutenant-Generml  of  our 
Ordimnce,  and  to  tlie  rest  of  the  Officers  of  our 
Ordnance,  now  and  for  the  time  being,  and  to 
all  and  every  of  them. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  40,  page  115.] 


No.  6.)  fVarrant  for  buiitling  the  Observatory. 

Cuxatas  Rex. 

Whereas,  in  order  to  the  finding  out  of  the  longitude  of  place*  for  perfecting  navigation  and  astro- 
nomy, we  have  resolved  to  build  a small  observatory  within  our  park  at  Greenwich,  upon  tbe  highest 
ground,  at  or  near  the  place  where  the  castle  stood,  with  lodging-rooms  for  our  astronomical  obser- 
vatOT  and  assistant.  Our  will  aud  pleasure  ia,  that  according  to  such  plot  and  design  as  shall  be  given 
you  by  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  Knight,  our  surveyor-general  of  the  place 
and  scite  of  the  said  ob«cr\*atury,  you  cause  the  same  to  be  fenced  in,  built  and  finished  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  fay  such  artificers  and  workmen  as  you  shall  appoint  thereto,  and  that  you  give  order 
unto  our  Treasiu^rof  the  Ordnance  for  the  payir^  of  such  materials  and  workmen  as  shall  be  used  and 
employed  therein,  out  of  such  monies  as  shall  come  to  your  hands  for  old  and  decayed  powder,  which 
hath  or  shall  be  sold  by  our  order  of  the  1st  of  January  last,  provided  tliat  the  whole  sum,  so  to  be 
expended  and  paid,  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  pounds ; and  our  pleasure  ts,  that  all  our  officers  and 
scn*ants  belonging  to  our  raid  park  be  assisting  to  those  that  you  shall  appoint,  for  the  doing  thereof ; 
and  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  to  you,  and  to  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  a sufficient  warrant. 
Given  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  22nd  day  of  June  1675,  in  the  27th  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command, 

J.  WlLUAMSOK. 

To  our  right-trusty  and  wcll-belovcd  Counsellor, 

Sir  Thomas  Chid^ly,  Knt,  Master-General  of 
our  Ordnance. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  40,  page  117.] 
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No.  7.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Fianuteed  to  Sir  Jonat  Moore. 

Obscrvatnn*,  March  7,  1677-8. 

SiK, 

I am  Borry  the  »harpncM  of  the  weather  and  your  affairs  arc  »o  great  they  will  not  permit 
yuu  to  make  a short  voyage  to  Greenwich.  1 have  deferred  to  give  you  an  account  of  my  proceed- 
ings herC)  hoping  of  such  an  opportunity,  which,  because  it  presents  not  itself,  1 shall  no  lunger 
forbear,  but  give  you  in  this,  which,  by  your  last,  I find  there  is  need  of.  The  first  sentence  is  so 
short  and  urgent,  that  hsAl  not  the  heat  wluch  the  latter  (>art  conveyed  prevented,  the  first  might  have 
put  me  into  a cold  fit  again,  a day  before  I expected  it.  I would  not  have  you  think  that,  because 
OUT  clocks  go  to  much  worse  than  we  expected,  all  is  out  of  order:  whilst  I know  their  errors,  they 
serve  very  well  to  give  the  true  times  of  such  ubscrv'atioits  as  I make  with  your  sextant,  which  is 
now  in  excellent  onlcr,  the  limb  being  curiously  divided  by  the  great  semicircle  ; so  as,  though  ( 
make  no  observations  of  Venus  the  day  preceding,  I can  yet  at  any  time  by  it  so  place  your  instru- 
ment, that  it  shall  find  me  either  tliat  planet,  or  any  other  star,  visible  in  the  day-time,  with  as  little 
labour  almost  aa  I can  place  it  u{>un  them  in  tlie  night.  Thus,  Fehniary  1 1,  lo.«t  past,  at  0^'  2"'  p.m., 
I got  the  distance  of  Venus  from  the  sun’s  centre,  45®  55'  00";  and  at  6“  28|"‘'  from  Ahleharan, 
46"  35'  50":  whence  I find  the  difference  of  the  longitudes  of  the  sun’s  centre  and  Venus  at  the 
noon  preceding,  92°  0(/ 30"  fere  •.  The  observations  were  taken,  first,  when  the  sun  and  Venus, 
and  after,  when  Venus  and  the  stars,  were  nearly  in  equal  altitude,  where  tlie  refractions  contract 
the  difference  least;  and  should  we  err  more  than  can  be  allowed  in  their  quantities,  it  would  cause 
an  error  altogether  imperceptible  ami  inconsiderable  in  the  detennined  difference  of  the  longitudes  of 
the  sun  and  Venus.  This  method,  therefore,  1 prefer,  far  before  that  of  meridional  altitudes,  for 
finding  the  inequalities  of  the  sun’s  orbit,  siucc  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  height  of  the  pole,  nor 
with  the  uncertain  quanlitiea  of  refraction ; in  either  of  which,  or  the  error  of  an  instrument,  or  the 
negligence  of  an  observer,  24"  error  in  the  altitude,  nearer  the  equinox,  would  cause  a whole 
minute's  in  the  sun’s  place ; whereas,  it  is  scarce  posaihle  for  a careful  observer  witli  such  a sextant 
as  yours  is  to  err  half  that  quantity ; I am  confident  I scarce  ever  do  a third  of  it.  Besides,  this  method 
is  general,  and  will  give  the  sun’s  place  at  each  solstice,  which,  in  the  other  way,U  altogether  impossihlc, 
and  that  too  as  well  as  at  the  equinoxes  or  better;  and  that  you  may  nut  think  I only  boast  of  things 
I have  not  practised,  as  some  others  use,  ! assure  you  that  yon  shall  find  some  of  this  sort  made 
w Ken  the  sun  was  on  his  perigee  in  seven  days  of  1*5  in  those  pa)>er«  [ am  now  transcribing  for  you, 
which,  for  your  credit,  I affirm  are  tl)e  first  that  ever  were  made  of  this  sort,  and  obtained  only  by 
those  encouragements  you  have  been  plt^scd  to  affiird  astronomy  and  my  studies.  These,  with  some 
others  of  the  same  kind,  I got  in  November  and  December  1676 : the  last  year  was  barren  of  these 
opportunities,  but  this  instant,  I hope,  will  afford  us  enough  to  correct  the  sun’s  motions  by,  or 
discover  the  inequalities  of  his  orbit,  which  is  the  only  finn  basis  of  all  astronomy,  if  God  spare  me 
health  to  moke  use  of  them. 

My  theory  of  the  equation  of  days  I looked  upon  but  as  a dream  at  first,  because  oue  {)art  on  which 
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it  WM  foundeil,  viz.  the  itochroneity  of  the  cart]i*8  revolutions,  wa<  only  luppoied,  not  demonstrated, 
by  me ; but  the  clocks  have  proved  that  rational  conjecture  a very  truth,  which  I shall  not  fail  to 
make  out,  God  assisting,  in  the  afurenieutiuucd  pa{>ers  I am  now  transcribing  \ and  hope,  if  he  restore 
my  health,  to  finish  in  good  time,  though  roy  distempers  have  cast  me  much  behindhand  in  my 
work. 

I have  also  some  observations  of  Mars  in  his  last  opposition  to  the  sun,  which  may  cither  correct 
or  confirm  those  I made  at  Derby ; and  some  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter  made  in  the  same  places  nesu’ly, 
and  from  the  same  stars  from  which  the  noble  Tycho  observed  them  90  years  ago,  wliereby  their 
mean  motions  will  be  much  better  determined  than  from  the  uncertain  and  coarse  notes  of  the 
ancients.  1 have  some  good  ones  also  of  Mercury ; and  have  made  correctioiis  of  all  their  motions 
from  them  for  my  own  private  use ; hut  tboee  must  be  reviewed  and  corrected  again,  when  we  have 
found  the  inequalities  of  the  sun’s  orbit,  and  corrected  the  catalogue  of  the  stars,  which  you  know  is 
a work  not  of  u few  days,  but  years ; in  the  meantime  no  notice  is  to  be  taken  of  them. 

W'e  shall  only  want  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic,  which,  in  our  sphere,  cannot  be  well  obser\  e<l  by 
the  sun.  by  reason  of  the  uncertainty  of  his  rdractiont  on  the  southern  tropic  ; but  if  Mr.  Halley 
bring  his  instruments  and  ohaervnlions  safe  home,  I doubt  nm  bvtt,  by  comparing  both  with  ours, 
we  shall  so  settle  it  os  none  coming  after  us  shsll  know  how  to  amend  it. 

Tl^  quadrant  1 am  making  wiili  Mr.  lIiK>k*s  small  one,  1 intend  to  use  jointly  furtheexaminatiim 
of  refrsetiuns  this  summer,  and  the  following  winter;  whereby  I doubt  not  but  to  attain  a more  pcr» 
feet  knowl^ge  of  it.  I have  met  with  a very  good  workman,  and  when  it  is  finished,  if  you  like  it, 
it  shall  be  yours,  upon  very  reasonable  terms.  I have  no  other  design  in  making  it  so  privately,  bnt 
to  have  it  wholly  made  to  my  own  mind,  and  not  to  be  so  much  cheated  in  my  rates,  as  I fear  we 
have  l>ecn  by  the  Tower  smiths,  and  those  that  are  acquainted  with  us. 

The  bright  star  In  the  Dragtm's  head  begins  now  to  pass  the  zenith  in  the  morning,  before  suti> 
rise  : it  was  not  very  reasonable  to  ex]»ect  to  find  it  in  the  tube  in  the  day*tiroc,  before  wc  had  seen 
it  1M18S  in  the  night  I know  the  first  sentence  of  your  letter,  that  “ Ail  our  agronomy  affitirs  were 
amiss**  has  some  relation  to  this : but  1 a«$ure  you  1 have  oflener  thought  of  it,  and  perhaps  with 
as  much  concern  us  yourself.  I shall  now  lake  care  of  that  experiment,  and  when  we  have  obsened 
the  night  transits,  ? doubt  not  but  we  shall  safely  afUrrwards  find  it  in  the  day,  if  our  glass  be  good ; 
only,  I entreat  you,  ask  Mr.  Hook,  when  you  see  him,  what  aperture  be  used  upon  his  object-glass 
in  his  day  observations,  for  that  is  very  material. 

I have  given  you  a sclieme  of  what  I have  hitherto  attained,  and  in  }>art  of  what  is  to  be  done 
hereafter;  and  now  I hope  you  arc  satisfied  that  I am  not  negligent,  nor  need  any  spurring  in  an 
emplo)*ment  to  which  ray  genius  forces  me  beyond  what  my  reason  sometimes  suggests  is  for  my 
interest,  health  or  quiet ; which  two  last  are  die  only  things  1 value  on  this  side  heaven,  all  other 
enjoyments  being  unsavoury  without  them.  1 am  not  much  solicitous  about  our  clocks,  since  I doubt 
nnt  hilt  Mr.  Torapion’s  dexterity  will  put  them  soon  into  such  order,  as  that  a little  pains  of  mine, 
in  some  weeks,  may  get  tliem  into  good  going  again.  I reckon  not  that  time  lost  since  they  have  gone 
amiss ; nor,  were  I wealthy,  should  1 value  the  expense  of  this  trial,  since  we  have  Icamt  by  it  how 
small  an  alteration  in  the  works,  without  any  change  in  the  length  of  (he  pendulum,  will  serve  to 
make  it  go  1 1 minutes  in  a day  too  fast ; and  that  it  will  not  be  convenient,  if  wc  get  them  once  more 
into  order,  ever  to  alter  them  afterw  anls  any  more  than,  when  they  want  it,  to  new  clean  and  oil  them. 

My  ague  1 hope  abates;  my  fit  is  not  much  more  than  an  hour  long,  but  very  gentle;  only  I am 
a Utile  feverish,  and  can  get  no  rest  twelve  hours  afier.  I take  nothing  for  it  but  a little  carduus 
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(KMtet  drink  to  fetch  the  phlegm  off  my  stomach,  which  it  had  formed  or  raised  into  it.  I use  a very 
slender  and  spare  diet ; my  cordial  is  a glass  of  sack  and  some  Mithridate,  which  I 6nd  fits  me  best 
of  any  physic;  more  I intend  not  to  make  use  of«  but  to  abide  till  it  's’asteand  pass  off  of  itself.  Your 
grandson’s  flits  as  mine  does,  hut  he  will  not  be  kept  within  doors  when  his  fit  is  over ; Mrs.  Stanley 
thinks  it  abates,  and  would  give  him  something  which  she  has  given  her  daughter  with  good  effect 
for  it,  but  I advise  her  to  forbear  till  she  understands  your  pleasure. 

i am  much  engaged,  and  obliged  to  you  for  the  assurances  of  your  kindness,  than  which  nothing 
under  heaven  can  be  more  gratefully  entertained ; nor  is  there  anything  he  more  desires  to  merit, 
who  is  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Flamsteed. 

I had  more  to  add,  but  want  bolli  room  and  time. 

[Copied  from  the  onV^no/,  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  3C.] 


No.  8.)  Letter  fnm  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Jonas  Moore. 

Obsercalory,  April  30,  1678. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  two  of  the  Blue^^oat  bo)*s  were  sent  down  hither  from  Christ  Church  Hospital. 
I find  Mr.  Parkins  has  taken  a great  deal  of  pains  with  them,  but  wanted  time  to  give  them  trigo> 
nometry,  without  which  it  is  impossible  for  them  cither  to  uuderstand  or  retain  what  they  learn  of 
iiarigation.  The  boys  arc  prompt  and  ingenious;  and  if  I thought  I should  be  recompensed  for 
my  pains,  I should  give  them  (hat  knowledge,  with  the  application  of  it  in  problems  of  the  spheres, 
and  about  the  stars : but  the  masters,  when  they  were  here  last,  took  so  little  notice  of  any  such 
things,  1 know  not  whether  1 shall  have  so  much  as  their  thanks  for  my  paina.  They  told  me  the 
King  bad  ordered  that  I should  receive  two  boys  to  instruct  monthly ; but  not  a word  of  any  satis- 
faction  for  my  labor,  which  I am  very  sensible  (and  so  I suppose  you  will  be)  cannot  be  small.  I 
hope  they  will  think  of  a suitable  recompense,  ere  they  change  these  for  two  others;  otherwise 
I mutt  desire  to  be  excused  the  trouble  of  them,  rince  you  know  very  well  I have  work  of  another 
nature  under  my  bands,  that  requires  more  time  to  do  it  than  I have  or  can  gain  to  employ  in  it.  I 
said  not  anything,  however,  to  them  of  this,  because  I know  you  have  it  in  consideratiou,  and  may 
procure  me  better  satisfaction  than  perhaps  they  would  proffer,  who  understand  not  that  I have  any 
thing  to  do  here  but  to  tench  children ; and  perhaps  it  might  have  been  in  vain  to  go  about  to  per- 
suade them  of  the  contrary.  The  bed  is  wanting  for  the  boys*  bedstead,  which  is  yet  in  the  further 
summer-house : last  night,  fur  want  of  it,  they  lay  in  the  town,  at  their  quarters.  Tf  it  be  provided, 
Cuthbert  may  take  care  to  bring  it  dowTi : but  except  yon  please  to  order  him  to  hasten  with  it,  the 
boys  must  take  another  night’s  lodging  in  the  town ; for  he  seldom  uses  to  return  home  before  mkl- 
night,  if  so  early,  when  he  goes  to  London. 

One  of  our  clocks  goes  well;  the  other  may  be  made  to  do  so  too,  if  Mr.  Tompion  could  be 
prevailed  with  to  come  and  liestow  a little  pains  upon  it  1 am  proceeding  to  divide  Mr.  Hook’s 
(luadrant ; but  the  windy  weather  will  not  permit  me  to  adjust  it  as  yet  I hope  it  will  change  in  a 
day  or  two ; after  which,  I shall  soon  have  perfected  it  for  use,  only  I want  the  pedestal.  My  ague, 
I (hank  God,  is  wholly  departed;  but  it  has  leff  me  pains  in  my  feet,  legs,  and  arms,  which  yet  t 
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ho)>e  to  weftr  u(T  as  soon  as  we  shall  have  warm  weather.  He  wishes  jou  all  health  and  happinecs 
who  is  your  humble  scrvanti 

John  Flaustesu. 

[Copied  from  the  origitmlf  prcecr%'ed  in  MSS,  vol.  3G.] 


No.  9.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Jimas  Mtxtre. 

TItc  ObHCTvatory,  July  16.  1678. 

Sir, 

I have  now  one  of  the  prints  of  Mr.  Halley’s  plate  of  the  stars  in  the  southern  hemisphere 
in  my  hands ; I have  also  seen  a part  of  his  catalo^ie,  whereby  I am  satisfu^  he  has  done  all  that 
lay  in  his  jiower  towanis  their  rectiheatinn.  1 would  not  therefore  have  you  understand  auythiug  1 
shall  here  write  conceminv  his  works  to  his  disadvantage ; for  if  your  letter  had  not  forced  me  to  it 
in  my  defence,  I should,  in  this  jMulicular,  have  l>ecn  « holly  silent 

!fc  has  made  a lung  voyage  to  ohscirc  the  southern  constellations,  and  been  uitexpectcdly  crossed 
with  ill  ueatlicr.  At  his  return,  his  friends,  however,  expect  an  account  of  his  pains.  He  haa  not 
had  an  op|ioTtunity.  nor  tinie,  (u  examine  the  sun's  motions,  nor  his  distance  from  fixed  stars,  nor 
their  latitudes,  by  due  observations : ’tJa  a work  rather  of  yearn  than  months.  He  is  afraid  it  would 
be  said  he  had  done  nothing  if  he  make  not  something  immediately  appear.  To  shun  this  imputa* 
tion.  therefore,  he  assumes  the  places  of  some  of  Tycho's  fixed  stars,  and  the  latitudes  of  many 
nf  them  to  be  true,  xrhirh  may  be  erroHeou$ ; and,  by  the  distances  of  the  rest  ol^rvcil  from  these, 
he  determines  their  places  and  latitudes.  So  that,  whatever  errors  were  committed  by  Tycho  in  the 
fundamental  stars,  are  transmitted  by  Mr.  Halley  into  this  his  new  catalocue,  which  yet  will  be 
more  accurate  than  tite  Tychonic,  if  consulercd  all  together  \ since  he  could  determine  his  observe<l 
distances  with  more  certainly  than  the  noble  Dane  could  possibly  [do] ; and  therefore,  fur  our 
sailors,  his  catal^^c  will  l)c  exceeding  useful.  Further  we  need  not  in<}uire. 

I have  here  measured  about  1000  distances  nf  the  fixed  stars,  and  500  of  the  planets  from  them  ; 
besides  what  1 have  done  lately  in  examining  refractions,  and  the  corrections  of  your  movements.  So 
that,  if  1 had  thought  it  suitable  to  what  is  expected  from  me  by  the  knowing  astronomers  of  our 
age,  I could  have  corrected  the  places  of  more  than  300  stars,  and  have  vlded  besiiles  about  DX), 
omitted  by  Tycho,  near  the  ecliptic.  This  might  have  made  a noise,  and  looked  a little  glorious  at 
the  present ; but  there  arc  a sort  of  intelligent  men  in  the  world  that  w'oulil  not  be  imposed  upon, 
who,  upon  one  design  or  other  of  their  own,  would  immciliately  fall  to  examine  the  work,  and  soon 
perceive  the  defect ; whereby  I should  incur  as  just  an  odium  as  that  w'hich  loads  the  memory  of 
Lansbergius,  and  you  would  gain  but  little  credit  for  having  afforded  your  patron^^  tn  so  ill  an 
astronomer. 

No,  Sir : ever  since  I perceived  the  fault  of  the  Tychonic  catalogue,  1 have  determined  not  lu  rely 
on  any  jMirt  of  it;  but,  if  God  bless  me  with  health,  and  success  in  my  endeavours,  tn  begiu  a new 
one,  in  which  I will  suppose  as  little  as  may  be  given  me.  To  this  purpose  I hare  made  several 
observations  of  the  sun,  whose  places  and  inequalities  arc  the  first  requisite,  aud  that  in  such  a 
manner,  as  that  it  shall  not  be  dlfiiciilt  to  determine  the  greatest  equations,  certainly  to  leas  than  a 
single  minute;  whereas  now  there  is  10  minutes  difference  in  the  quantity  of  it,  as  stated  by  several 
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Ute  utroimmcn.  1 hope  this  autumn  will  alTonl  me  opportunities  to  determine  fumething  concern- 
ing it;  though,  to  do  it  very  accurately,  we  might  stay  till  two  years  more  be  over,  whereby  we  may 
i»ee  the  two  next  returns  of  Mars  to  the  place  of  the  op|)08itioii  i obaervrd  in  Dec.  1616;  after 
which,  the  me(|ualitita  of  tlic  earth’s  orb  may  be  otherwise  also  determined  by  Mr.  Halley’s  problem, 
published  in  the  PfulopyphicMl  Transariinns. 

Till  this  be  done,  it  will  be  impo«sible  to  determine  the  true  place  of  any  oue  fixed  star:  so  that 
yon  see  it  ia  wholly  im|>0E8ible  fur  me,  at  present,  tn  dispatch  anything  of  the  like  nature  with  Mr. 
Halle) ’s  catalogue  and  hemisphere.  This,  I <loubt  not,  but  you  are  well  satisfied  of;  yet  am  I laying 
in  a stock  uf  observations,  whereby,  aa  soon  as  the  sun’s  places  shall  be  once  truly  determined,  the 
work  may  soon  be  dispatched,  and  a great  deal  mode  to  appear  tliat  will  be  useful,  and  I hope  need 
no  correction  by  those  that  come  after  us. 

My  first  ulMcrvatioiis,  before  the  sextant  was  fitted  up,  you  have  in  your  hands : the  last  year’s  I 
have  half-transcribed,  during  the  time  I had  my  ague ; but  finding  how  prejudicial  that  was  to  my 
health,  I was  forced  to  intermit  it  then.  Afurrwanls  I was  hindered  by  the  coming  of  the  Chrii't 
Church  boys  before  I was  recovered.  Of  late  I have  been  almost  constantly  employed  in  making 
such  ob»t‘rvutiuu9  as  the  clear  weather  has  atfonled  me  an  opportunity  for,  and  such  calculations  as 
were  necessar)'  for  recording  of  them,  which  were  not  a few.  Besides  that,  the  dividing  and  exa- 
mining  the  quadrant  has  s|ient  me  some  time,  and  more  [has]  been  employed  in  s^me  astninomical 
INirenj^i:  so  that  I have  not  had  time  to  resume  my  transcriptions  till  this  week;  and  now  I am 
visiteil  again  with  pains  in  my  feet  and  legs,  which  yet,  while  they  are  anyways  tolerable,  prevent 
not  my  proceedings ; though  to  get  totally  rid  of  (hem,  more  respite  is  required  than  I can  afford 
myself  at  present. 

1 have  given  you  this  larttc  account  of  my  endeavours,  that  from  thence  you  might  know  how 
busily  1 have  alw'ays  been  employed  since  I sat  down  here ; though,  ! doubt  not,  if  you  recollect 
yourself,  you  might  easily  un<lcrstand  it  without  this  information:  and  therefore  1 cannot  conceive 
that  you  have  any  real  design  to  stop  my  salary,  which  1 have  earned  by  labor  hanicr  than  thrashing, 
and  with  the  expense  of  the  most  precious  of  all  enjoyments,  my  health,  not  yet  recovereil.  I can 
therefore  only  supinise  that  that  expicasion  was  inserted  in  your  letter  to  spur  me  on  in  those  endea* 
vours  to  which  my  genius  hurries  me,  beyond  what  any  reason  will  warrant.  But,  Sir,  1 cannot  but 
resent  it  ill  that  you  should  think  me  of  that  carterdike  temper  that  I cannot  move  without  a goa<l. 
The  pleasures  of  my  studies,  if  I may  be  permitted  to  follow  and  enjoy  them  quietly,  are  the  greatest 
incentives  iliul  can  be  to  prosecute  them  vigorously ; and  I assure  you,  that,  as  soon  as  ever  1 shall 
have  obtained  anything  from  my  observations,  so  certain  as  that  I think  it  may  not  be  liable  to  enor, 
or  need  correction,  I shall  he  as  desirous  to  ex})OBe  it  to  public  view  as  you  can  be  to  have  it.  In 
the  mean  lime,  if  what  you  desire  be  only  to  have  an  aci'ount  of  my  observations,  I am  busy  about 
the  transcription  of  them  ; and  though  I may  not  neglect  the  opportunities  of  making  more,  which 
are  something  Karce  to  be  had,  for  copying  the  former,  yet  idiall  ( use  all  diligence  to  put  them  into 
your  hands. 

1 know  the  busy  and  least  intelligent  of  the  world  arc  still  the  most  inquisitive : and  that,  too, 
where  they  are  least  concerned.  If  the  papers  you  have  of  mine  in  your  hands  will  not  satisfy  those 
gentlemen,  who  ask  what  wc  are  doing  here,  (hat  1 am  not  idle,  you  may  do  well  to  inquire  whether 
they  understand  the  trouble  of  making  astronomical  obecrvalions,  and  the  labor  of  calculations 
necessary  in  applying  them  : and  you  may  further  mid,  if  you  please,  that  wc  are  about  that  work 
which  employed  the  nohle  Tycho,  and  six  or  eight  constant  ingenious  assistants,  about  20  years,  and 
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Hcvclius  almost  30;  that  I hope  to  currect  aud  amplify  the  first,  and  to  yield  more  certainty  than 
the  latter,  though  neither  in  the  number  of  my  instnunculs,  uor  skill  of  my  aasistanta,  I may  compare 
with  either  of  them. 

Permit  me.  Sir,  one  free  line.  I have  often  tried  to  make  Mr  Hook's  wall-quadrant  give  me 
altitudes,  and  it  has  as  often  deceived  me,  and  lost  its  rectiheation.  I tore  my  hands  by  it,  and 
had  like  to  have  deprived  Cuthbert  of  his  6ngers.  Except  something  more  manageable  may  be 
|mt  iu  its  place,  it  will  be  a great  let  to  our  proceedings,  as  I shall  further  inform  you  when  I 
sec  you. 

I have  got  our  clocks  now  nearer  the  true  mean  movement  than  I had  them  last  year,  if  1 be  not 
deceived.  A few  weeks  will  satisfy  me ; and  1 hope  they  will  now  answer  our  expectation.  Excuse 
this  length,  and  assure  yourself  1 am  ever,  at  command,  ready  to  serve  you,  whilst  1 sm 

J.  Flamsteed. 

The  Commissioncm  will  not  quit  me  of  the  pa)Tncnt  of  the  ^5  for  poll-money  on  my  salary,  and 
1 have  none  in  my  hands  to  pay  it. 

[Copied  from  the  original^  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  36,] 


No.  10.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flanutecd  to  Dr.  Seth  Uarcif  Bishop  of  Salishury. 


The  Obscr\'atory,  January  31,  1619-80. 


Mt  Lord, 

I cannot  but  esteem  myaclf  condemned  of  great  ingratitude  in  your  Lordship's  judgment, 
for  that  haring  received  so  signal  and  extraordinary  a testimony  of  your  affection  and  kindness  for 
me  and  my  employ,  I should  not  find  time,  in  almost  three  months  since  past,  to  return  you  tim 
acknowledgmenta  due  to  so  great  a favor:  nor  should  I be  less  culpable  in  my  own  opinion,  if  1 did 
not  hope  the  reasons,  I shall  give  you  for  this  delay,  might  both  excuse  and  procure  me  a full  pardon 
for  it  I informed  your  l.K>rdBhip  when  I waited  on  you,  that  my  allowance  had  been  in  danger  of  a 
total  retrenchment,  but  that  I bad  found  such  friends  in  the  Tower,  that  I thought  it  then  out  of 
danger.  But  1 had  not  reached  Whitehall,  in  my  return  from  Knightsbridge,  when  I met  with  a 
person  of  quality,  and  one  of  the  present  Privy  Council,  who  assured  me  that  those  I esteemed  my 
friends,  were  not  so  cordial  as  I had  taken  them  to  be ; that  my  salary  was  in  greater  danger  than  I 
apprehended ; aud  advised  me  to  speak  to  his  Majesty  myself,  who  he  believed  had  loo  great  a 
kindness  for  the  Observator}'  to  suffer  it  to  sink  for  the  w*ant  of  so  small  an  allowance,  lie  likewise 
promised  me,  on  my  humble  request,  to  s|%ak  on  our  behalf,  whenever  he  met  with  a fair  occasion. 
It  was  not  long  ere  I waited  on  him  sgain;  and  then  he  told  me,  he  had  waited  on  his  Majesty, 
spoke  to  him,  and  was  assured  b}'  him,  my  salary  should  be  continued  and  paid,  os  formerly,  forth 
of  the  office  of  the  Ordnance.  But  he  still  urged  me  to  speak  myself.  My  Lord,  I am  but  an  ill 
orator  on  any  account,  but  worst  and  least  bold  in  my  own  concerns.  However,  this  must  be  done, 
lest  it  should  be  imputed  to  my  modesty,  or  neglect,  that  an  employ  was  lost  which  has  already  pro- 
cured us  some  repute  amongst  foreigners,  and  may  be  of  great  use  to  our  ingenious  friends  and 
posterity. 

1 constrained  therefore  myself  to  consent,  or  rather  obey  him;  and  provided  a tabic  of  the 
tides  for  the  year  entered,  calculated  from  an  hypothesis,  which  by  long  experience  has  been 
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found  to  represent  them  welU  when  the  common  rules  and  almanacs  have  erred  near  two  hours ; and 
a \iseful  addition  I had  contrived  for  the  seaman’s  quadrant ; but  by  that  time  these  were  ready  to 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  my  friend  was  seized  with  some  distempers  which  forced  him  to  keep 
his  bed,  so  that  I could  not  gain  an  opportunity  till  after  the  holiday's.  Then  1 waited  on  him  to 
AVhitehall,  and  was  by  him  introduced  to  the  King,  who  received  my  small  present  kindly,  and 
approved  well  nf  my  contrivonoe;  and  being  moved  again  concerning  our  affair,  he  answered  Hf 
icould  iakt:  care  of  it.  This  promise  has  encouraged  me  not  to  d^pair;  but  I cannot  hope,  in  the 
mean  time,  that  this  business  will  pass  easily  off : for,  should  bis  Majesty  pass  the  book  of  retrench- 
ments, now'  before  him,  without  examluatiuii  (as  is  most  likely),  my  salary  would  be  comprised,  and 
then  it  would  be  no  small  trouble  and  charge  to  me,  to  get  it  re-allowed. 

During  this  suspense,  I expected  letters  from  Dantzic  and  Paris,  which  might  give  me  an  account 
of  what  is  doing  abroad : and  having  nothing  to  inform  you  of,  which  I had  not  in  some  measure 
acf^uaintcd  your  Lonlship  with  before,  1 thought  it  best  to  forbear  till  I might  be  able  U^ther  to  give 
you  an  account  bmh  of  what  I should  leant  from  abroad  and  of  my  own  concern  here.  At  the  same 
time,  I bad  the  happiness  of  more  than  usual  serenity,  which  was  to  be  employed  in  taking  the  obser- 
vations I much  wanted;  and  a couple  of  gentlemcu  to  read  to:  for  I am  forced  to  supply  the  want 
of  my  short  and  ill-paid  allowance,  by  my  extraordinary  labor.  Afy  observations  I was  more  intent 
upon,  and  have  been  ever  since ; that  I might  lay  in  a stock,  and  have  the  more  to  work  upon,  in  a 
country  rctiremcut,  in  case  such  a thing  as  a retrenchment  should  force  me  from  my  instruments, 
and  interrupt  the  scries  of  my  observations.  Thus  I was  almi«t  wearied  with  continual  labor,  night 
and  day,  till  cloudy  weather  gave  me  on  unwelcome  relief.  And  now  I understand,  by  a friend  fnun 
Paris,  that  the  things  1 ]>orticularly  desire  thence,  w-crc  not  to  be  had,  nor  any  answer  to  be  expected 
tlieuce  till  some  new  occasion  were  administered  for  it.  From  Dantzic  1 cannot  expect  any : I must 
therefore  intreat  your  Lordship  to  pardon  my  first  fault,  to  the  commission  of  which  so  many  contri- 
buting causes  have  forced  me ; and,  in  the  room  of  what  1 intended  you  fri>m  others,  to  accept  an 
account  of  the  progress  of  my  own  studies  and  endeavours,  in  which  w hilst  I am  successful,  as  I have 
lately  been,  I cannot  esteem  myself  unfortunate : but  if  they  may  appear  such  to  your  Lordship  os 
may  deserve  your  esteem,  1 shall  think  myself  exceedingly  happy. 

I informed  your  Lordship  when  i waited  on  you,  that  my  chief  design  was  to  roctify  the  places 
of  the  fixed  stars ; and,  of  them,  chiefly  those  near  the  ecliptic,  and  in  the  moons  way : and  that 
now  I thoi^ht  I had  a sufficient  stock  of  observations,  to  ground  a catalogue  upon ; which  1 was 
resolved  to  begin  with  my  first  leisure,  or  cloudy  weather.  Accordingly  I examined  my  books  of 
observations  to  see  what  more  notable  fixed  store  1 had  made  use  of  to  determine  the  places  of  the 
less,  or  of  the  planets,  by;  and  found  their  nuntbernear  100.  To  begin  with  these,  I selected  the 
seven  following,  all  save  the  first  lying  betwixt  the  northern  tropic  and  the  equator,  to  try  whether 
their  calculated  differences  of  right  ascension  would  make  an  entire  circle,  as  (hey  ought  to  do,  if 
their  meridional  distances  from  the  vertex  and  intermutual  distances  from  each  other  were  truly 
stated. 

The  latitude  of  the  Observatory  correct  by  refraction  I have  stated  51®  28'  10":  by  which,  and 
their  meridional  distances  from  the  vertex  alike  correct,  ! have  stated  their  differences  from  the  jwint 
of  the  earth’s  northern  pole  os  underneath : their  intcrmutual  distances  I have  usctl  os  they  were 
nbscrve<l  without  any  such  correction.  The  reason  your  Lordship  will  understand  immediately  ; 
hence  I have  calculated  the  annexed  differences  of  the  right  ascensions. 
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Hence  I might  have  concluded,  ns  eome  befi>re  me  have  dune  on  the  like  cxperimenL,  both  that 
the  observations  were  sufficiently  accurate;  Utat  the  parallax  of  the  earth's  orb  was  insensible  inter 
jixQs;  and  that  these  (being  correct  by  the  rational  ]>artition  of  3$  seconds  amongst  them,  to  fill  up 
the  circle)  might  be  a firm  foundation  to  build  the  rest  upon : but,  to  me^  they  seemed  to  intimate 
something  further.  For  though  wc  find  our  earth  so  inconsiderable  a thing,  that  its  diameter  sub- 
tends an  angle  not  anyways  sensible  at  the  fixed  stars,  yet  reason  and  some  seeming  experience 
would  {icrsuade  us  that  its  vast  orb  has  a parallax  nut  wholly  im|>crreptiblc  at  them.  Again,  since 
the  air,  hy  whose  renitency  tlic  celestial  refractions  arc  cau»c<l,  circumvents  our  earth  on  every  side, 
it  must  necessarily  follow  that  all  rays,  save  the  perpendicular,  shall  be  rcfractetl ; contrary  to  Tycho, 
who  thought  that  above  20%  ami  llicciolus,  that  from  45^  to  the  zenith,  the  stars  were  not  at  all 
raised  by  refraction : and  frequent  experience  has  told  me  that  the  quantities  of  the  table,  I send 
your  Lordship  herewith,  in  distances  less  than  86’’  from  the  vertex,  (or  more  than  4 d(^.  above  the 
horizon,)  will  not  be  convinced  of  any  error.  Seeing  therefore  that  refractions  make  all  the  stars 
appear  higher  than  really  they  arc,  they  must  also  make  the  distances  observed  appear  less  than  they 
would  otherwise,  if  the  earth  had  no  such  atmosphere  as  we  find  it  encompassed  with.  To  avoid 
therefore  these  elTects  as  much  as  was  possible,  it  has  been  my  constant  care  to  forecast  my  mcaaurcs 
so,  as  the  stars  observed  might  be  nearly  in  the  same  altitudes:  in  which  case,  both  the  refractions 
are  least,  and  may  be  calculated  with  the  least  labor,  and  danger  of  error.  Having  therefore  found 
what  was  the  height  of  each  of  the  seven  before-mentioned  stars,  when  the  distance  was  measured, 

! thcncc  computed  what  was  the  contraction  of  that  distance  by  refraction : these  your  lordship  will 
find  in  the  last  column  of  the  foregoing  table.  Their  sum  makes  5'  24%  and  so  much  leas  than  a 
circle  ought  the  sum  of  all  the  dilTerenccs  of  r^ht  ascension  to  have  been  foimd ; that  is  359^  54'  36". 

But,  since  they  make  an  entire  circle,  wranting  only  38",  it  is  evident  they  were  nearly  as  much 
dilated  by  some  other  cause,  as  they  were  contracted  by  refractiem ; which  can  be  no  other  timn  the 
poro/fox  of  the  eartKs  orh : for  which  some  of  my  ingenious  friends  esteem  this  so  good  an  argu- 
ment, that  they  tell  me  the  anti-CoiMnvicans  cannot  otherwise  evade  it,  but  by  suggesting  that  the 
sun  carries  not  only  our  system,  but  the  whole  sphere  of  the  fix«l  stara  round  our  earth  once  a year. 
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But  thi»  they  citcem  so  improbshle  end  unreasonable,  that  they  cannot  think  any  one  will  have  the 
impudence  to  assert  iL 

I am  very  desirous  to  try  whether  our  rounds  of  lesser  stars  will  confirm  what  I am  taught  by 
this;  but  I am  not  yet  furnished  with  measures  enough  for  my  purpose,  and  therefore  at  jnesent  am 
compelled  to  forbear.  When  I shall  be  accommodated  with  such,  auU  so  many,  as  I think  expe- 
dient, I shall  make  further  experiments;  and  your  Lordship  shall  know  my  success. 

If  you  ask  me  what  are  the  right  ascenaionB  of  the  before-mentioned  stars,  I must  needs  confess 
I have  not  yet  absolutely  determined ; nor  can  I,  for  want  of  a good  meridional  fixed  quadrant.  But, 
by  such  obserratious  as  I have  made  with  the  sextants,  I find  that  if  the  right  ascension  of  the 
bright  star  of  Aries  be  stated  27'^  18'  20"  to  the  beginning  of  this  year  1680,  it  will  answer  the 
sun’s  meridional  heights,  as  near  as  I can  expect;  the  right  ascensions  of  the  rest  may  be  easily 
made  by  the  addition  of  the  firat  difierence  to  this,  and  the  following  to  the  sums;  and  their  places 
thence  easily  computed  in  longitude  and  latitude,  supposing  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic  only 
23°  29'  00",  which  is  the  most  my  observations  will  warrant. 

In  observations  of  the  planets’  places  I have  ever  had  a special  regard  to  your  Lordship’s  advice, 
to  observe  them  carefully,  and  as  near  as  I could  when  they  were  in  the  same  plane  with  the  earth 
and  sun.  Thus  I have  4 ochronical  appearances  of  Saturn,  3 of  Jupiter,  and  2 of  Mars,  since 
I sat  down  ; which  is  as  much  as  I find  noted  of  the  like  sort  in  20  years  by  Mynheer  Hevelkyc  : 
besides  one  return  of  Mars  to  the  place  of  the  first  conjunction  I observed  in  December,  1676.  The 
errors  of  our  Kphcmeridcs  are  so  great,  in  the  places  of  Saturn,  as  your  Lordship  will  scarce  believe ; 
and  therefore  I shall  give  you  my  observations  of  him,  nearest  his  last  achronical  fulsion. 

Decembria  10,  1679,  st.  vet.  p.m.  Saturaus. 
h.  m.  ° " 

9 54  ab  Aldebara 30  21  0 

59  ab  oculn  ti  horco  . . . . 31  24  25 

10  5 a cake  Castoris  . . . . 4 31  25 

134  a Pollucc 15  20  40 

25  ab  hum.  scq.  Aurigfc  . . . 24  15  50 

Pollux  ab  isto  humero 26  59  30 

By  the  three  last  distances,  and  my  own  correct  places  of  the  fixed  stars,  I determine  the  true 
longitude  of  Saturn  in  £S  5®  20|',  his  latitude  0°49t'  south.  The  cphcmcridcs,  calculated  on  Kepler’s 
tables,  gives  his  place  in  es  5®  48',  latitude  0®  51'  south ; exceeding  his  observed  )>lacc  in  longitude 
27',  in  latitude  2'.  The  Rudolphinc  numbers,  on  which  Hecker’s  numbers  are  built,  are  esteemed, 
and  justly,  as  good  as  any  extant;  yet  you  see  they  are  almost  half  a degree  too  swrift  on  this  planet. 

In  the  next  under  him,  Jupiter,  they  have  been  found  half  that  quantity  too  slow  in  the  years 
1672  and  3;  but  in  the  year  1677  only  10';  and  at  the  last  conjunction  of  UicSun  and  Jupiter 
scarce  4'.  This  happened  18th  October  last:  the  same  night  I measured. 

Octobris  18,  1679,  at.  vet  p.m.  Jupiter, 
h.  m.  o f « 

7 31  a media  et  lucida  Pleiadum  . . 20  28  50 

7 34  a lucida  in  pede  Pcrsci,  prcc.  ^ , . 26  4 35 

7 43  a secunda  Arietis  . . . . 11  43  15 

7 50  a lucida  Arietis  , . , . 11  41  10 
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. 58 

39 

15 

10  38  ab  extremitate  Ahc  I’egasi 

33 

52 

0 

10  44  ab  AldebaHL  . . . . 

. 29 

4fi 

50 

Lucida  Arictis  et  Lucida  Pleiadum 

22 

51 

20 

Jupiter’s  place,  compute J from  his  distances  from  the  middlemost  of  tlie  Pleiades,  and  the  bright 
star  of  Aries,  is  in  B 5'^  47^;  his  latitude  1'  28j"  south.  Heckcr’s  cplicmeris  has  it  tt  5®  43', 
latitude  P 25^"  south.  Therefore  the  error  in  lougitude  is  3^',  in  latitude  3'. 

In  the  observations  of  the  superior  planets,  I have  had  careful  regard  to  such  start,  from  which 
the  noble  Tycho  observed  them,  at  their  aclironical  ap)>caranccs  in  the  next  nearest  plscc  of  the 
ecliptic : and  repeated  their  distances  fmm  them : thereby  if  possible  to  discover  whether  their  middle 
motions  were  subject  to  secular  inequalities,  as  Kepler  8us|>ects,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  not 
without  good  cause : or  whether  they  be  equal  in  all  ages,  as  all  astronomers  lutberto  have  supposed 
them. 

Ill  Mars,  Kepler's  numbers  err,  but  inconsiderably:  this  planet  was  his  masterpiece ; and  his 
great  pains  bestowed  in  the  limitation  of  his  motions  seem  to  have  had  suitable  success. 

For  dctcrmlniug  the  Sun's  place,  must  astronomers  hitherto  liavc  made  use  of  his  meridional 
heights  : my  want  of  a cunvenient  instrument  for  that  purpose  has  forced  me  on  a much  different, 
and  I think  far  better  method.  1 have,  as  often  as  I hod  any  settled  serenity,  measured  his  dis- 
tances from  the  planet  Venus  by  day,  and  hers  the  night  next  precoding,  or  following,  from  6xed 
stars;  whereby  it  is  not  difficult  to  determine  his  place  sub  fixis  much  more  accurately  than  could 
probably  be  done  by  his  meridional  heights ; in  taking  of  which,  an  error  of  24''  would  mistake 
the  Sun  at  least  a whole  minute.  Whereas  he  must  be  a very  negligent  observer,  that  with  our  sex- 
tant should  commit  a fault  of  half  that  quantity  in  2 distances. 

Our  cloudy  island  weather  has  not  permitted  me  so  many  of  these  as  I desire;  but,  by  what  I 
have,  I find  the  greatest  equations  at  least  6 minutes  less  than  Ke|)ler  makes  them ; and  I have 
some  measures  far  more  convenient  for  this  purpose,  than  any  that  can  be  got  by  meridional  heights ; 
viz.  on  the  Sun's  perigee  and  a|>ugcc  where  lie  is  otherwise  unobservable. 

In  Venus,  the  common  tables  arc  often  15  minutes  false,  and  I fear  more  in  Mercury : though, 
by  reason  of  his  small  elongations  from  the  Sun,  ami  the  declivity  of  our  sphere,  I can  but  very 
rarely  observe  him. 

The  errors  in  the  Moon  I often  find  10  or  11  minutes;  I am  therefore  the  more  sedulous  in  lunsr 
oWrvalions,  because  a true  knowledge  of  her  motions  would  be  more  useful  to  us,  than  all  the  rest 
laid  together.  For  1 have  found  a way  of  determining  the  timet  of  her  appulses  to  fixed  stars  in 
any  latitude,  without  any  calculation  of  ]iarallaxes : so  that  if  we  can  but  once  arrive  at  a true  know- 
ledge of  her  motion  and  inequalities,  we  shall  liave  better  means  for  finding  the  longitude  of  places, 
than  have  yet  been  known.  But  to  gain  this,  a lung-coutinucd  series  of  obeen'ations  vrill  be  neces- 
sary, and  indefatigable  pains ; for,  Aic  /u5or,  hoc  opus  est. 

The  equations  of  time  1 can  prove,  by  many  and  careful  experiments,  (made  with  the  Urge 
chicks,  which  my  deceased  kind  friend  Sir  Jonas  Moore  has  furnished  us  with,)  to  be  no  other  than 
astronomical ; and  therefore  those  which  Kepler  supposed,  to  help  to  rqiresent  the  Moon’s  motion, 
must  necfls  be  some  part  of  the  latent  inequality  which  we  are  in  quest  of;  and  whereof  only 
time  and  continual  observations  cun  give  us  an  account 
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^f]r  Lord,  I am  forced  to  a length  beyond  my  intent,  to  give  your  Lordahip  an  account  of  my 
cndeavouifl,  and  their  euccese;  which,  conaideriug  I lie  under  want  of  fitting  inatnimeDta,  due 
auistance  anti  my  irremediable  avocations,  I conceive  my  understanding  friends  will  think  not  less 
than  was  to  be  expected  fmm  me. 

I am  now  proceeding  to  the  catalogue  of  stars  lying  on  or  near  the  ecliptic;  but  by  the  account  f 
have  given  you  of  my  other  concerns,  you  wiH  find  all  this  hopeful  series  is  like  to  be  interrupted ; 
except  it  shall  please  the  Architect  of  the  Heavens  to  raise  us  up  more  patrons  like  your  Lordship. 

1 fear,  in  excusing  the  fault  of  a long  delay,  I have  committed  as  ill,  by  too  long  a letter.  1 humbly 
therefore  beg  your  Lordship’s  ^lardon  for  it,  aud  that  you  would  please  to  accept  of  what  I can  only 
pay  you,  for  all  the  testimonies  of  your  favor,  my  humble  thanks;  and  that,  without  l>eiiig  charge- 
able to  you,  I may  be  esteemed  still,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship’s  most  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

John  Flaustbid. 

Then  followed  a table  of  refractions. 

This  letter  was  superscribed  for  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  Seth,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Salisbury,  &c. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  42,  page  18.] 


No.  11.)  Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Flamteed  to  Dr.  Halletf. 

The  Observatory,  Feb.  17-21,  1680-1. 

Sir, 

I had  yours  of  the  22nd  of  Jan.  old  style,  to  which  I had  returned  an  immediate  answer 
but  that  the  yachts  were  all  abroad ; which  caused  me  to  await  their  return,  that  1 might  know  which 
went  next  for  Dieppe.  Yesterday,  at  London,  I learnt  that  they  were  all  ordered  other  voyages;  so 
that  if  you  have  no  conveniency  ofTcrs  itself  of  transmitting  the  things  in  your  hands,  by  such  of  our 
countrymen  as  are  coming  from  Paris,  the  best  way  will  be  to  send  them  directed  to  hfonsieur  Jeane 
le  Angleahe,  in  the  Hostile  at  Dieppe;  where  the  next  yacht  that  goes  thither  will  call  for  them. 

Since  I wrote  to  you  last  1 observed  the  comet  again  on  the  25th  and  30th  of  Jan.,  the  2nd  and 
5th  of  Feb. : which,  if  you  require,  are  at  your  service.  I 6nd  a difference  of  4 or  5 minutes 
betwixt  my  observations  of  the  comet  on  the  29th  of  Dec.  and  13th  of  Jan.  from  yours:  1 suppose 
you  understand  the  reason  of  it  I made  use  of  my  own  places  of  the  fixed  stars : did  not  the 
Messieure  of  the  Observatoirc  employ  Tycho’s?  I suspect  it.  You  will  do  well  tberefore  to  send 
roe  the  distances  from  whence  its  places  on  the  3rd,  8th,  and  23rd  of  Jan.  French  style,  in  your 
Synopsis,  are  collected ; if  it  lie  in  your  power. 

You  tell  me  you  have  meditated  upon  comets  and  come  to  a result ; yet  desire  my  thoughts  as  to 
the  philosophical  |mrt  of  them.  If  you  have  resolved,  I doubt  not  but  it  is  on  such  good  grounds 
and  consideration  that  my  thoughts  will  be  noedlcas.  Might  I not  also,  on  this  intimation  from  you, 
have  cx;>ccted  yours  first  ? You  seem  too  close ; but  you  shall  not  accuse  me  of  that  fault ; I shall 
willingly  answer  your  desires  and  reckon  myself  a gainer  : for,  betwixt  friends,  the  agreement  of 
opinions  confirms  them;  the  (Ufference  helps  to  correct  the  faults  of  either. 

I must  first  thank  you  for  the  account  you  sent  me  of  Gallet’s  coarse  observations  at  Rome : 
from  them  I draw  my  first  arguments.  I conceive  the  comet  which  appeared  in  November  to  be  the 
same  we  lately  observed.  You  may  remember  that  I told  you,  before  you  went  hence,  when  I had 
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only  heard  of  it,  that  we  should  see  it  again,  when  it  had  passed  the  lun.  Since,  jou  have  seen 
that  prediction  verified : hut  the  reason  I must  acknowledge  of  its  late  appearance  is  much  dificrent 
from  my  conceptions  at  that  time.  It  appears  by  such  observations  at  were  msdc  here  (before  Gal- 
let^s,  though  aa  coarse)  that  the  comet  had  north  latitude  first,  then  pierced  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic 
twice,  and  so  paased  on  towards  the  sun.  1 conceive,  therefore,  ihst  the  sun  attracts  all  the  planets, 
and  all  like  bodies  that  come  within  our  vortex,  more  or  less  according  to  the  different  substance  of 
their  bodies,  and  nearness  or  remoteness  from  him. 

[Flamstift'd  then  etUers  into  a stalemeni  of  hU  opinion  of  comets,  their  fomuUion,  motion, 
J and  concludes  H*  letter  or  foUoue*.  F.  5.) 

1 have  given  yon  my  opinion  fully  of  it,  and  1 think  answerable  to  your  desires : I shall  now 
expect  yours  at  your  leisure.  You  tell  me  in  your  first  letter  that  your  friends  have  a way  of  bring' 
ing  their  instruments  to  the  plane,  much  difierent  from  any  you  have  formerly  seen.  You  will 
oblige  me  much  if  you  can  procure  and  send  me  any  prints  of  their  instruments  or  your  own  descrip* 
lion  of  them. 

The  contrivance  of  Mens.  Roemcr's  planetary  instruments,  and  for  eclipses,  I expect  from  you : 
as  also  a larger  account  of  your  entertainment,  and  what  other  instruments  you  have  seen  amongst 
them ; for  I cannot  think  they  would  show  you  all  at  first,  nor  ctmld  you  then  so  well  judge  of 
them.  You  will  now,  ere  long,  I suppose,  l>e  fur  Italy ; whence  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  bear 
from  you,  else  I should  not  make  so  troublesome  a demand.  Your  first  letter  made  me  suspect  they 
are  not  so  well  accommodated  as,  on  Mans.  Roemcr’s  report,  1 had  believed  them.  Pray  be  plain  : 
their  esteem  with  me  will  depend  very  much  on  your  qiiniun : and  with  me,  I hope  you  will  deal 
freely ; it  shall  never  hurt  you. 

Pray  let  me  know  whether  Mons.  Roemer  has  yet  left  Paris,  and  on  what  account : my  humble 
service  to  Mons.  Cassini,  with  thanks  for  the  map  he  has  given  you  for  me.  You  will  very  much 
oblige  me  if  you  please  to  let  me  know  what  they  employ  themselves  most  on  at  the  Observatory. 

1 did  your  commands,  and  presented  your  French  observations  of  the  comet  to  Sir  Christopher 
Wren,  who  is  now  president  of  the  society.  I hear  of  others  from  Strasburg,  Dantzic,  and  other 
places,  which  you  sent  to  Mr.  Colson.  I seldom  see  him.  You  may  therefore  do  well,  if  they  were 
made  in  November,  to  send  them  in  your  next  to,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  real  friend,  &c, 

John  Fijmistekd. 

P.S.  I sent  Mr.  Colson  mine ; but  have  not  seen  him  since.  The  humid  part  of  the  body  of  the 
comet  being  outmost  might  cause  it  to  have  a large  atmosphere : and,  from  both,  when  it  was  near 
the  sun,  the  violent  action  of  his  rays  upon  it  might  carry  forth  plentiful  steams  of  matter  to  a vast 
distance,  which  caused  the  tail  to  appear  double  the  length,  when  near  the  sun,  it  did  to  the  length 
on  its  perigee,  where  it  lay  most  convenient  to  he  seen,  and  should  on  that  account  have  appeared 
longest.  Conceive  how  the  smoke  would  appear  from  a chimney  in  a moving  ship  ; or  the  steams 
from  a drop  of  water  let  fall  on  a moved  hot  iron ; you  will  apprehend  the  reason  of  the  deflection 
of  the  tail,  I think,  very  naturally.  J.  F. 

Note  by  F/ofmteed,  written  on  the  letter.  This  letter  was  designed  for  Mr.  Halley  at  Paris,  but 
not  sent ; or  I believe  another  was  sent  to  the  same,  since. 

(Copied  from  the  original  MS  in  the  library  of  Cor|jus  Christ!  College,  Oxford.] 
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No.  12.)  Loiter  from  Sir  Isaac  Newton  to  Mr.  Ftamsteed. 

Trin.  Col,  April  3.  1682. 

Sir, 

The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Edward  Paget,  becoming  competitor  for  the  Maatenhip  over  Ute 
bojs  of  the  King’i  foundation  in  Cfarut's  Hospital  for  teaching  navigation,  and  having  no  mathema- 
tical acquaintance  in  London,  I conceived  it  might  help  forward  hia  design  to  be  introduced  to  such 
acquaintance  that,  by  converaing  with  them,  he  might  make  himaclf  known.  And  you  being  a 
person  most  eminent  by  your  deaerta,  aa  well  as  by  your  place,  1 have  therefore  taken  upon  me  the 
freedom  to  salute  you  by  him : begging  this  favour  that,  as  you  find  him  by  converse,  so  you  would 
represent  him  upon  occasions ; or,  if  it  lie  in  your  way,  introduce  him  to  other  mathematicians,  w ho, 
after  conversing  with  him,  may  have  occasion  of  represenring  him  to  the  electors.  1 have  given  him 
a character  according  to  my  judgment  of  him,  which  he  will  show  you : but  it  will  be  more  satisfac- 
tory to  know  him  by  converse.  If  you  please  also  to  let  him  have  your  advice  in  what  he  is  to  do, 
you  will,  in  all  this,  much  oblige  your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

I*  Nkwtok. 

iVote  hy  Flamsteed^  wriHen  on  the  above  Utter.  Mr.  Paget  was  chosen  master  of  the  mathema- 
tical school  on  my  recommendation : for  1 found  an  able  mathematician  of  him  to  the  hospital 
within  about  a month  after.  And  the  hospital  gnvemors  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  choice,  that, 
to  show  their  gratitude,  they  tent  me  a staffs  and  made  me  of  their  number  the  summer  following. — 
Ebriclati  deinde  post  annos  1 nimium  addictus  immemor  officii,  pueros  neglexil,  in  Flandriam  Iran- 
Slit,  deposuit  mimaa,  in  Indiam  tandem  navigavit : faxit  Dcus  ut  sauus  et  sobrius  reueat. 

[Copied  frinn  the  oriyina/  MS  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.] 


No.  13.)  A Letter  to  Edward  Sherburne,  Esq.,  concerniny  my  Observations. 

The  Observatory ,;July  12, 1682. 

Hosovrbo  Sir, 

To  obviate  the  common  accidents  of  mortality,  and  to  prevent,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  such 
casualties  as  have  sometimes  deprived  the  world  of  the  like  labors  of  industrious  men,  I have  thought 
fit  to  put  a copy  of  my  book  of  observations  into  your  hands,  to  be  preserved  by  you  tiil  they  shall 
be  called  to  the  press*.  And  now  that  you  may  not  be  put  to  the  trouble  of  turning  over  60  sheets 
of  paper,  to  know  the  contents,  and  what  I have  done  since  1 sat  down  at  Greenwich,  I shall  here 
acquaint  you  both  with  the  original  and  progress  of  my  endeavours  ; what  I chiefly  regarded  in  these 
observationB ; how  &r  1 have  carried  them  on;  and  what  is  wanting  to  render  them  complete. 
Somewhat  of  these  you  might  collect  from  the  papers  themselves ; but  the  grestest  part  is  of  such  a 
nature,  that  it  cannot  be  well  understood,  except  declared  by  the  author. 

When  1 came  to  London,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1675,  a bold  and  indigent  Frenchman, 
who  called  himself  Le  Sieur  de  St.  Pierre,  bad  solicited  the  King  to  take  notice  of  his  deserts : he 
pretended  no  less  than  the  absolute  discovery  of  the  longitude  from  easy  celestial  observatioas ; and 
•demanded  the  Iseighls  of  2 stars,  and  on  which  side  of  the  meridian  tluty  were,  with  the  keiylds 
of  the  tnoon*s  2 rifuir,  with  the  poie*s  height,  to  be  giveti  to^  minutes,  as  also  the  year  and  day  of 

• This  book  U lUll  in  cxiatonce  (or  st  lesst  ODS  that,  In  every  rsspect,  aoswen  tbs  dsicriptkia)  at  the  JBoysi 
Obscrvstcry:  and  U MSS,  voL  19.  F.  B. 


Digitized  by  Google 


12G 


Appcyoix  to  Flamsteed' t History. 


[No.  13. 


the  obsermtimtf — vfacnce  he  undertook  to  show  under  what  meridian  these  observations  were 
made,  ilia  Majesty  appotntod  the  Lord  Brouncker,  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Dr.  Pell,  and  several 
other  ingenious  persons  to  receive  his  proposals,  and  furnish  him  with  the  observations  he  required, 
to  try  bis  skill.  These  met  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Titus,  whither  Sir  Jonas  Moore  took  me  to  one 
of  their  meetings ; at  which,  according  to  the  power  given  them  by  his  Majesty,  I wus  a^lmitted  into 
their  number,  and  desired  to  provide  the  observatiuDa  demanded  ; which  I did,  contrary  to  our 
Frenchman’s  expectation,  and  showed  that  the  observations  he  required  were  not  sufficient  for  his 
purpose,  by  reason  that  the  best  astronomical  tables  erred  sometimes  12  minutes  in  the  moon's  place. 
He  had  no  way  to  come  off,  but  by  pretending  that  the  observations  were  feigned : 1 showed  him 
that  they  were  not,  yet  had  they  been  so,  they  might  have  served  for  his  purpose  in  some  cases ; that 
he  had  only  betrayed  his  own  ignorance ; and  that  wc  knew  better  methods.  Upon  which,  he  huffed 
a little,  and  disappeared  ; since  which  tame  we  have  heard  no  further  of  him. 

Tliis  occasioned  much  discourse,  concerning  the  invention  of  the  longitude.  It  was  agreed  that 
observations  of  the  moon’s  distances  from  fixed  stars  were  the  most  proper  expedient  for  the  disco- 
very of  it:  but  these,  I observed,  would  suppose  two  things  that  would  not  be  granted.  1st,  That 
the  theoriet  of  the  moon,  and  iunar  tables  grounded  on  Mem,  were  both  true:  whereas  my  observa- 
tions of  the  moon’s  diameters,  and  her  appulaes  to  fixed  stars,  plainly  proved  that  the  theories  were 
enormously  false,  and  the  best  tables  at  least  13  minutes  emmeous.  2dly,  That  the  places  of  ihr 
fxed  stars  in  Tycho’s  catalogue  were  exactly  true : whereas  I had  found,  by  tlu:  same  observations, 
that  they  were  commonly  5 or  6 minutes  false  or  uncertain,  and  sometimes  more.  So  that,  whaieu'r 
any  person  might  pretend  or  a^rm  conceming  his  numbers^  it  too.?  utterly  impossible  to  get  exact 
tcdiles  of  the  momi’s  motion^  and  to  attain  the  discovery  of  the  longitude  by  her,  except  these  errors 
in  the  places  of  the  fxed  st(ws  were  Jirst  corrected  tuid  amendetl,  which  ha*i  been  occasioned  by 
Tycho’s  measuring  their  Sstances  with  plain  sights,  and  dte  naked  eye,  before  the  discovery  of  the 
teleieope. 

This  the  ingenious  gentlemen  easily  understood,  and  therefore  readily  joined  with  Sir  Jonas  Mixire 
to  move  the  King  that  an  Olutervatory  might  be  built,  and  furnished  with  convenient  instruments 
for  making  such  observations  as  were  necessary  (or  correcting  the  places  of  the  fixcil  stars,  the  lumi- 
naries, and  planets,  in  0T«ier  tt)  the  discovery  of  the  longitude,  wliich  was  not  to  be  otherwise 
expected  ; and  myself  to  be  employed  in  it,  with  a salary  fiir  my  siqjport  in  the  work,  which  bis 
^(ajesty  was  graciously  jdcased  to  grant.  My  salary  was  first  settled  j next  the  Observatory  was 
ordered  to  be  built ; yourself  and  Sir  Jonas  being  to  take  care  of  it : which  you  did  so  effectually, 
that  in  July,  it  was  fit  for  habitation. 

I entered  into  it ; and,  in  two  months  after,  liegau  those  accurate  observations,  of  which  the 
pa|)cra  I give  into  your  keeping  contain  an  account.  Which  I therefore  chose  to  depose  with  you, 
rather  than  with  any  other,  liccausc  1 thought  I could  not  Iwttcr  secure  the  fruits  of  roy  endeavours, 
than  in  those  hands  which  had  cherished  the  plant,  from  whence  they  sprang,  and  defended  it  oft 
from  threatened  ruin. 

As  soon  as  my  salary  was  ordered,  I began  to  think  of  continuing  my  observations,  which  had 
now  been  iutermitted  for  near  12  mouths,  during  my  journeys  between  Derby,  Cambridge,  and 
London.  I caused  first  tlm  new  micrometer,  of  a different  contrivance  from  the  former,  to  be  made; 
and  some  tubes : with  which,  and  a pendulum  clock  of  Sir  Jonas  Moore’s,  1 observed  some  few 
appulaes  of  the  moon  to  the  fixed  stars,  whilst  I was  his  guest,  in  your  neighbourhood  at  the  Tower. 
At  tlie  same  lime  1 contrived  by  his  order,  and  saw  the  sextant  made  ; but,  as  soon  as  the  building 


Digitized  by  Google 


No.  13.]  Appeudix  to  FUmutetdt  History.  127 

VM  b^an  here,  1 Mine  clown  to  Greenwich,  end  fitted  up  my  inttnimcnU  in  the  gtUery  of  the 
Queen's  bouse;  where  I continued  mj  obserrations  of  appulses,  till  the  Obeervatury  wa«  fit  to 
receive  me ; well  knowing  they  would  be  very  uaeful  in  the  restitution  of  the  moon's  motion,  so  soon 
as  the  places  of  the  fixed  stars  should  be  corrected ; for  which  1 resolved  it  should  l>e  tny  first  busi- 
ness to  lay  in  a good  stock  of  observations. 

The  sextant  was  fitted  in  its  place  in  September,  1610  ; but  had  then  only  the  revolutions  of  the 
screw  figured  and  numbered  u]ion  its  Umb : to  which  I had  found  what  degrees  ar>d  minutes  answereil 
hy  observations  made  at  land  auglea.  This  is  the  reason  why,  in  all  the  distances  taken  from  this 
lime,  till  the  end  of  the  year  1617,  you  find  the  revolutions  and  parts  only  noted,  with  the  dcgrcc-s, 
minutes,  and  seconds  answering  them.  But  now  I found  a fault  committed  by  the  screw,  and  there- 
fore in  the  Christmas  hoUdays  following,  1 caused  the  instrument  to  be  taken  down  ; and  with  my 
own  hands  divided  the  limb  diagmially,  as  Tycho  and  Heveliua  before  me  liad  done  their  instruments. 
Whereby  1 both  avoided  the  fear  of  error  in  my  measures,  and  in  transcribing  them : for  I continued 
to  note  the  parts  and  revolves  as  formerly ; and  if  at  any  time  1 found  the  equipollent  degree*, 
minutes,  and  seconds,  to  diifer  much  more  than  a minute  from  the  measure  numbered  by  the  dia- 
gonals, I always  rcjecteil  such  observations,  (except  the  corrcctioics  were  obvious,)  till  I could  repeat 
tliem  Bgsin : which,  if  possible,  I took  care  to  do,  the  first  following  opportunity. 

The  sextant  is  an  instrument  which  cannot  be  managed  with  less  than  three  persons, of  which  the 
two  obsenrers  ought  to  he  skilful  in  the  business;  for  the  tliird,  any  indifTercnt  person,  of  a strong 
able  body,  may  serve.  A skilful  assistant  was  promised  me,  besides  our  labourer  to  move  it ; but  I 
never  tould  obtain  one,  which  has  put  me  to  more  than  £20  per  annum  expense,  in  a servant  for 
that  purpose ; with  whom,  when  I had  fumislvod  myself,  I set  close  to  my  business : and  because  the 
fixed  stars  lying  within  the  zevliac  are  of  must  use,  1 began  with  them,  omitting  no  convenient  o|>- 
portunity  when  roy  health  i^ermitted.  Considering  also  the  resolution  of  the  moon's  motion  was  a 
great  \»tI  uf  my  busine«,  I took  care  ti>  measure  her  distance  from  fixed  stars  frcqueutly,  and  as 
ufien  as  f could,  when  she  was  in  the  oonagcaimal  degree  of  the  (xliptic : such  observations  being 
most  esteemed,  beesusetbe  parsllax  of  longitude  ceases  U^erc. 

Nor  was  * forgetful  of  what  might  otherwise  conduce  to  the  improvement  of  sstronomy ; sud 
therefore  often  observed  the  places  of  the  other  planets,  the  superiors,  Saturn,  Jupiter,  and  Marv, 
when  in  any  notable  configuration  with  the  Sun,  especially  their  opporitions.  It  is  much  suspectol 
that  these  have  their  motions  involved  with  secular  inequalities,  as  well  as  annual ; that  is,  that 
Saturn  moves  slower,  Jupiter  swifter,  in  our  ^ than  formerly:  my  ohservatiuns  seemed  to  counte- 
nance this  opinion.  That  it  may  be  evident  whether  they  are  or  not,  when  the  oppoaition  drew  nigh, 
I have  enquired  in  Tycho's  Hisltnia  Cwtestis,  from  what  stars  be  observed  either  of  these  planets, 
when  they  were  achronical  near  the  same  place  of  the  ecliptic ; and  measured  their  distances  from 
the  same  stars : whereby  posterity  will  be  able  to  determine  the  controversy. 

The  planet  Mars  at  his  oppositiou  is  nearer  the  earth  than  the  sun  is : and  therefore  hit  parallax 
is  then  greater  th&u  the  sun.  To  determine  it  st  3 several  oppositions  w hich  have  happened  since  I 
came  here,  I have  measured  his  distances  from  the  same  fixed  stars,  at  a good  dtstanee  from  tlu' 
meridian,  on  each  hand  of  it:  whereby  I have  found  Ms  scarce  sensible.  Whence  I collect  that  I 
need  not  recede  from  the  quantity  of  10  seconds,  which  I had  stated  it  at  Derby. 

The  common  way  of  observing  the  sun's  place  has  lieen  by  his  meridional  heights  observed  by  a 
good  Urge  quadrant.  Such  a one  I moved  to  have  had  made;  but  Sir  Jonas  would  nee<ls  have  Mr. 
Hooke  to  contrive  it ; which  he  did  without  any  consent  of  mine,  but  so  ill  that  it  was  iropossibk*  for 
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me  to  render  it  useful,  though  1 employed  my  utmoct  endeavours  to  make  it  serve : ^hich  causes 
me  to  think  he  ordered  it  so  on  purpose  to  hinder  my  progresa.  But  this  put  me  on  thinking  how 
to  gain  his  place,  hy  the  help  of  the  sextant : aud  my  thoughts  in  part  succeeded.  I considered 
that,  by  the  help  of  the  distances  of  Venus  from  the  Sun  taken  by  day,  and  from  the  stars  by  night, 
I might  collect  the  sun’s  true  longitude  from  the  fixed  stars,  without  any  considerations  of  unknown 
refractions,  or  {mrallaxcs ; and  without  l>eing  concerned  in  the  pole’s  height : as  I should  have  been 
by  obaenrations  of  the  sun’s  meridional  heights.  This  method  I therefore  put  in  practice,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  I have  a sufficient  stock  of  observations  for  determining  the  inequalities  of  his  orbit, 
and  his  longit\ide  from  the  fixed  stars. 

But,  to  determine  his  longitude  from  the  vernal  equinox,  a quadrant  will  be  altogether  requisite ; 
whereby  his  meridional  heights  may  be  observed,  and  consequently  it  may  be  known  alUr  what 
B|Mccs  of  time  near  the  eqninoxes  his  declinations  are  the  same:  which  being  once  known,  we  shall 
no  longer  be  ignorant  of  his  true  longitude  from  the  equinoctial  points  at  any  given  time. 

The  distances  of  Venus  from  the  Sun,  you  will  find  taken  sometimes  when  she  waa  not  more  than 
Ifi  degrees  removed  from  him  ; whereas  Tycho  and  Hcvelius  could  not  observe  her  when  less  than 
40^.  These  ohscTrations  will  determine  all  the  inequalities  of  her  orbit,  much  better  therefore  than 
any  of  theirs.  For  this  advantage  we  are  beholden  to  our  telescopic  sights,  and  the  contrivance  of 
the  axis ; without  both  which,  it  would  be  alike  impossible  to  find  or  see  her  at  those  small  distances 
fn*m  the  Sun,  in  which  I have  observed  her. 

The  observations  of  Mcrcur)*  are  few,  by  reason  of  our  cloudy  island  situation  : yet  I esteem  them 
much  belter  than  any  made  before  roy  time,  because  I had  the  planet  commonly  higher  than  Tycho 
or  Hcvelius  coiiM  find  him. 

The  method  of  these  obaervations  is  thus  : first,  I have  caused  the  notes  of  thoae  stars,  that  lie 
in  the  con^ellations  on  the  zodiac,  to  be  transcribed  in  the  same  order,  as  the  signs  succeed  each 
Ollier;  then  the  rest  in  an  alphabetical  order.  You  will  not  find  distances  sufficient  in  every  con* 
stellation,  for  there  were  some  unfinished  at  the  eml  of  the  year  1680,  with  which  that  volume  con- 
cludes: but  I think  I have  taken  so  many  since,  as  may  scrv'c  to  complete  them,  if  1 had  but  the 
meridional  heights  of  Uie  stars  whose  distances  1 have  oliscrvcd.  At  present,  1 want  instruments  to 
take  them,  but  if  you  please  to  encourage  the  work,  as  yon  have  dune  hitherto,  1 hope  wc  may  here- 
after obtain  a quadrant  or  two,  to  complete  the  work. 

Next  the  observations  of  the  fixed  stars,  follow  what  I took  of  a pair  of  comets:  the  first,  in  April 
1G77,  remarkable  for  a laige  head  and  small  tail ; the  latter  in  December,  1660,  January,  February, 
1660-1,  on  the  contrary  notable  for  the  smallness  of  the  head,  the  largeness  of  the  train,  and  the 
arch  it  moved  over,  which  was  above  4 the  ecliptic.  These  I esteem  of  the  same  matter  with 
our  planets;  but  because  their  rootiuns  are  more  remote,  I place  them  before  these,  and  allcr  the 
fixed  stars. 

The  observations  of  the  planets  follow  ; of  which  1 shall  only  sdd  to  what  I have  told  you  before, 
that  their  true  places  in  the  ecliptic,  grossly  transcribed  from  the  Ephemeris,  are  wrote  in  the  margin 
against  every  day’s  observaliun. 

The  papers  I delivered  last  into  your  haTuls  contain,  first,  my  observations  of  the  Moon’s  distances 
from  fixed  stars,  her  appulses  or  transits  by,  and  over  .... 

[Here  this  letter,  which  is  extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  42,  page  32,  terminates  abruptly.] 
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Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  Atichm  to  Mr.  Flamsteed, 

Sir, 

I»ndon,  August  10,  1691. 

Tifi  almost  a fortnight  since  I intended,  with  Mr.  Paget  and  another  friend  or  two,  to 
hare  given  you  a visit  at  Greenwich ; but,  sending  to  the  Temple  Cntfcc>hauAC,  I understood  you 
had  not  been  in  London  for  two  or  three  week*  before:  which  made  me  think  you  were  retired  to 
your  living  for  a time.  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Gregory,  Mathematic  Professor  of  E<Unburgh 
College  in  Scotland  *,  intended  to  have  given  you  a visit  with  us.  You  will  find  him  a very  ingenious 
person,  and  good  mathematician,  worth  your  acquaintance.  I hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  you 
publish  your  catalogue  of  tlie  fixed  stars.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  be  better  to  publish  those  of  the 
first  six  magnitudes  observed  by  others,  and  a(\crw*ards,  by  way  of  an  appendix,  to  publish  the  new 
ones  observed  by  yourself  alone,  than  to  let  the  former  stay  too  long  for  the  latter.  I would  willingly 
have  your  observations  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn  for  the  4 or  h next  years  at  least,  before  I think  ftirther 
of  their  theory  : but  I had  rather  have  them  for  the  next  12  or  15  years.  If  yon  and  I live  not 
long  enough,  Mr.  Gregory  and  Mr.  Halley  arc  young  men.  When  you  observe  the  eclipses  of 
Jupiter's  satellites,  I should  be  glad  to  know  if  in  long  telescopes  the  light  of  the  satellite,  imme< 
diately  before  it  disappears,  incline  either  to  red  or  blue,  or  become  more  ruddy  or  more  pale  than 
before.  Sir,  I am  your  most  humble  servant, 

V'  Nkwtoh. 

[Copied  from  the  original  MS  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford:  hut  it  is  printed 
also  in  the  Gmt^ral  Diclionary^  under  the  article  “ Gregory.*’  F.  B.) 


No.  15.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Isaac  Xexeton. 

The  Observatory,  February  24,  1691 -2. 

Sir, 

Thougli  I have  long  delayed  to  return  an  answer  to  youre  of  the  10th  of  August  last,  yet  I 
have  alw  ays  had  it  in  rov  mind  ‘ and  having  now'  got  a fit  opportunity,  I shall  not  longer  decline  it, 
lest  you  think  me  unmindful  of  our  former  friendship,  or  as  unwilling,  or  unprepared  to  answer  it, 
as  I am  represented  to  you.  I did  Mr.  Gregor)  *,  who  brought  it,  all  the  kindness  I could,  without 
prejudice  to  an  ingcnimia  old  friend  who  was  much  solicited  by  the  University  to  put  in  for  the 
vacant  Professorship,  but  was  prevailed  with  to  d<x:line,  by  the  management  of  a |K*rson,  w ho  is 
always  putting  the  question  to  my  friends,  why  1 do  not  print  ray  observatioDS  ? He  might  have 
satisfied  you,  and  all  others  with  whom  be  converses,  if  he  pleases,  of  the  reason ; but  I perceive, 
by  yours,  he  ia  not  desirous  : but  rather  to  gain  me  the  ill  opinion  of  my  friends,  from  whom  1 have 
ever  desired  to  deserve  the  best,  and  am  confident  I have  ever  endeavoured  to  serve  very  heartily. 
Yon  advise  me  (and  I am  sure  it  is  upon  his  suggestions  and  misrepresentions)  to  publish  first  u 
catalogue  of  the  ooiroct  places  of  such  fixed  stars  of  the  first  six  magnitudes  os  have  been  observed 
by  olbers;  and  afterwards,  by  way  of  an  ap|>cndix,  to  publish  those  new  ones,  observed  by  myself 
alone. 

I take  your  advice  very  kindly,  because  I know  you  are  sincere  in  it,  and  wish  me  all  the  success 
* Dr.  Darid  Qrtgory,  afterwarili  SarJlian  Professor  of  Astronomy  at  Oxford.  F.  R. 
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1 c&n  desire  in  my  labours,  and  all  the  reputation  they  can  deserve  from  them : and  I shall  give  you 
very  substantial  reasons  why  I cannot  do  this  at  pre^nt,  and  show  you  what  you  may  expect  from 
me,  and  in  what  lime  hereafter;  nor  shall  1 forget  to  give  such  an  answer  as  it  deserves  to  our 
/rrendV  question  and  calumny,  in  the  close  of  my  letter*. 

It  would  be  needless,  as  well  as  a tedious  task,  to  give  you  the  history  of  my  observations;  since 
I believe  you  are  acquainted  with  it  sufficiently,  by  what  discourse  1 have  had  with  you  formerly : 
otherwise  it  would  be  requisite  to  give  it,  to  vindicate  myself  in  every  particular  of  my  conduct.  I 
will  only  say  that  all  my  observations,  made  with  the  sextant,  of  the  distances  of  the  fixed  stars  from 
each  other,  were  but  arena  sine  mice  till  I had  made  my  new  meridional  arch,  which  was  not  com* 
pleted,  hut  with  more  than  12  months^  labor  and  XlOO  expense  out  of  my  own  pocket  in  November 
was  two  years 

On  the  hrst  hour's  work  with  it,  I found  all  those  conveniences  in  it,  I had  foreseen  in  my 

thoughts ; and  some  more : my  health  was  less  exposetl,  and  I could  endure  twice  as  long  in  the 

cold  air,  as  I could  with  the  sextant.  And  the  difference  of  the  observed  times  of  the  transits,  with 
the  meridional  distsnccs  of  any  two  stars  from  the  vertex,  gave  the  same  difference  of  right  ascen- 
sions that  the  observed  distances  with  the  sextant  gave  me ; if  the  stars  had  nearly  the  same 
dechastion : if  not,  but  the  parallels  were  wide,  a small  correction  was  requisite,  by  reason  the  plane 
of  the  limb  was  not  exactly  in  the  plane  of  the  meridian.  But  this  is  easily  answered  for,  by  a 
small  table  I made  of  the  errors,  from  several  observations  taken  the  next  summer,  1C90.  I found 
also  that  several  of  the  fixed  stars  of  the  4tb,  5th,  and  many  of  the  6th  light  were  omitted,  both  in 
Tycho’s  catalogues  and  Bayer’s  maps;  and  that  I might  as  well  take  all  these  (as  they  applied  to 
the  meridian)  as  leave  them  out.  If  I omitted  them,  I must  sit  still  from  the  time  that  one  of  the 

stars  in  the  charts  had  passed  till  the  next  came  in,  sometimes  10,  12,  or  14  minutes.  If  1 took 

them,  I kept  myself  employed ; and  my  scribe’s  pains  in  wriung  down  the  notes  was  not  to  be 
valued. 

I noted  moreover  that  1 could  sec  several  stars  of  the  7th  light  (though  the  catalogues  account 
them  of  the  6th)  with  my  bare  eye,  where  no  bright  stars  were  near  them;  but  where  bright  stars 
of  the  2nd,  3rd,  yea  even  4th  light,  were  near  stare  of  the  6th.  their  splendor  diminished  their 
magnitudes  so  that  1 could  see  them  with  the  bare  eye  but  hy  glimpses,  when  the  candles  were  hid ; 
though  the  telescope  on  my  index  gave  them  their  true  magnitudes.  All  these,  especially  where 
they  lay  near  the  ecliptic,  were  to  be  inserted  and  taken : the  telcscopical  I resolved  to  omit,  as 
useless  even  in  the  appulses  of  the  moon  to  tliem,  except  her  light  be  very  small,  near  the  change. 

I have  lately  transcribed  my  observations  of  all  the  ffxcd  stars  into  a particular  volume;  where  1 
have  rauged  those  that  belong  to  every  constellation  apart  under  it,  beginning  with  those  on  the 
ecliptic,  and  placing  the  rest  in  the  order  of  the  alphabet.  On  the  left*hand  page  are  every  day’s 
observations  of  the  times  .of  the  transits  (of  every  star  observed)  in  hours,  minutes,  and  seconds  of 
time ; next  this,  their  meridional  distances  from  the  vertex,  in  degrees  and  minutes  only,  uncorrect 
by  rcfriiction : in  the  3rd  column,  their  distances  from  the  visible  Pole ; in  the  4th,  the  magnitudes  of 
such  as  were  left  out  by  Tycho,  or  Bayer,  or  had  no  letter  in  the  charts  of  the  latter.  On  the  head 
of  the  right'hand  page,  is  placed  the  right  ascension  of  some  principal  star  of  that  constellation,  or 
some  eminent  one  near  it  that  past  at  the  same  time ; and  under  it  the  rest  of  the  stars  are  ranged 

* The  reader  will  very  iixm  ie«  that  tbii  pretended  /nrnd  U oo  other  thao  Dr.  Halley.  F.  B. 
f This  is  Uve  ireowd  munU  arch  made  by  Mr.  Abraham  Sbarp.  F.  B. 
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iu  such  order  as  they  pass  the  meridiftn  one  after  another,  sttppoaing  the  phncip^  to  pass  eiactly 
at  the  time  its  right  ascension  gives.  Next  after  this,  are  the  distances  from  the  vertex  and  pole, 
with  the  magnitudes  as  on  the  other  page. 

These  tables  of  transits  1 design  first  for  a guide  to  laiger  tables,  where  the  true  correct  distance 
will  be  given,  both  from  the  vertex  and  pole ; and  the  times  of  the  transits  will  be  turned  into  the 
true  right  ascensions  of  the  stars,  by  the  help  only  of  two  little  tables  prepared  for  that  purpose; 
which,  if  I live  some  little  time  longer  (as  I hope  through  Go<1’b  goodness  I may)  I shall  do  myself, 
and  calculate  the  true  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  the  stars  from  them.  If  not,  as  I have  ordered 
them  it  may  he  done  by  any  faithful  and  diligent  person  that  shall  gome  after  me : but  I do  not 
think  the  St.  Helena  observer  of  that  number*. 

A second  use  ! make  of  these  tables,  is  for  drawing  the  charts  of  the  constellations,  which  I do 
after  a new  manner  (too  long  here  to  be  described)  so  as  the  appearance  to  the  naked  eye  is  leas 
distorted  than  by  any  projection  1 have  yet  seen.  I intend  to  send  you  a specimen  of  a constellation, 
and  the  table  of  transits,  ere  long ; at  present  I want  leisure.  Ten  of  the  constellations  are  plotted  ; 
the  rest  will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  cold  weather  ceases  to  interrupt  us. 

From  these  tables  of  transits  I have  taken  lately  a view  of  my  work,  and  collected  the  epitome  of 
it,  into  the  included  paper : wherein  next  after  the  name  of  every  constellation,  you  have  the  number 
of  stars  1 have  obsen  ed  in  each.  Those  constellations  that  hare  a simple  asterisk  placed  after  them 
I account  finished.  Those  which  have  a line  after  them  thus  (* — ) I fear  have  some  stars  omitted. 
Those  that  have  none  on  the  left  band  of  the  page,  I know  are  all  something  defective,  though  nearly 
finished,  Hydra  excepted.  Those  on  the  right  hand  of  the  page,  I have  but  begun.  They  teem  not 
above  one-  third  of  what  is  done ; but  they  will  require  twice  the  time  and  pains  of  as  many  as  lie 
near  the  equator,  to  take  them,  by  reason  they  pass  high,  near  the  vertex ; or  bclauxt  it  and  the 
pole,  and  so  move  slowly  through  the  glass  on  the  index.  Resides,  the  observer  that  waits  for  them 
must  be  content  with  a very  uneasy  posture  whilst  be  attends  them.  You  see  though  I have  been 
scarce  27  months  at  work,  yet  in  this  short  time  I have  obsen  ed  near  twice  the  number  of  stara  that 
are  in  Tycho’s  first  catal<^e;  I believe  1 might  have  made  them  full  tw>icc  aa  many,  if  I had  had 
leisure  to  search  some  pages  of  my  fair  day-book  diligently.  And,  by  what  1 have  before  told  you 
of  the  tables  of  transits,  you  will  easily  apprehend  that,  if  it  should  please  God  to  call  me  hence 
suddenly,  they  are  in  no  danger  of  being  lost,  or  rendered  useless. 

Tell  me  now  sincerely  (for  I know  you  will  do  it)  if  you  think  it  would  be  prudently  done  of  me 
to  leave  off  where  I am,  whilst  I have  strength  and  vigour  (God  be  praised)  to  prosecute  them? 
Would  it,  1 say,  be  wisely  done  of  me,  to  cease  my  designed  observations  of  the  constellations  that 
yet  remain  to  be  taken  or  completed,  to  transcribe  what  I have  done  for  the  press,  and  to  attend  to  it 
for  12  months,  to  gain  a little  present  rcpxttation?  Would  not  even  those  men,  who  ask  so  peevishly 
why  I do  not  print  them  ? would  not  they  tell  me  I might  have  staid  another  year  or  two,  for  all 
their  idle  talk,  and  have  given  them  the  whole  complete? 

The  stars  that  are  left  out  by  Tycho  and  Bayer,  are  observed  by  me,  together  with  those  inserted 
in  their  tables:  it  will  be  a needless  task  for  me  to  separate  them, and  distinguish  mine  from  theirs; 
besides  it  will  not  only  be  useless,  but  breed  confusion  in  my  tables,  and  look  more  ambitiously  than 
I can  bear.  I am  sure  those,  that  take  a pride  in  judging  wliat  I do,  would  laugh  at  it,  as  a piece  of 
vanity : though  perhaps  they  would  not  blush  to  be  guilty  of  it  themselves.  I despise  their  calumnies; 
and  if  you  and  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  and  my  friend  Mr.  Caswell,  to  whom  I shall  send  copies  of 

• This  it  another  hint  rsspccUng  Dr.  IlsUry.  F«  B.  * 
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this  letter,  and  one  or  two  more  ingenious  rocn  of  my  acquaintance,  approve  of  my  proceetlings,  i 
value  not  the  little  tricks  or  suggestions,  of  any  malicious  or  envious  pretender  to  what  he  nndcr'- 
stands  not*. 

I hope  this  answer  satishes  you ; 1 shall  only  add  that  whilst  I have  been  thus  busily  employed 
on  the  cuustellations,  I have  not  neglected  the  ]dancts.  Tliey  have  been  takni  at  all  their  remark* 
able  appeamnees  in  this  small  space  of  ‘27  months.  1 have  observed  the  moon  about  150  times  in 
the  meridian,  and  calculated  her  true  place,  not  only  from  the  observations,  but  from  my  own  tables  : 
whereby  I ftnd  their  errors  sometimes  near  20  minutes:  which  1 formerly  tliought  scarce  ever 
exceeded  16.  The  number  of  lunar  observations  arc  five  times  as  big  as  any  other  astronomer  ever 
saw  together;  and  for  exactness  I am  conhdent  (and  speak  it  without  vanity  or  ostentation,  because 
it  is  demonstrable)  they  are  not  to  be  doubted  of,  nor  yield  to  any  that  went  before  me : and  the 
method  of  calculation  ia  so  easy,  that  any  one  that  has  a mind  to  try  them  after  me,  needs  not  gntdgc 
the  labor ; though  I think  it  necdlcsa,  having  caused  them  all  to  be  done  twice  over  for  certainty. 

There  remains  but  one  particular  of  your  letter  to  answer,  and  that  rdatea  to  Jupiter*s  satellites. 
I am  so  intent,  whiUt  ubserviiig,  on  the  moments  tlu^'  disappear,  that  I seldom  give  heed  to  such 
circumstances  as  you  enquire  ; only  thus  much  I can  say,  that  they  begin  to  lose  their  light  3 or  3 
miiiules  before  they  disappear,  and  grow  fainter  aud  duller  and  smaller  till  they  difuinish  to  a point, 
and  vanish.  I cannot  say  that ! ever  saw  any  change  to  a bluish  or  red;  but  duskisb  when  1 used 
a glass  of  27  feet.  I cannot  ntake  use  of  it  now*,  because  the  planet  moves  too  high  ; but,  when  1 
do  next,  1 shall  be  mindful  of  your  query* 

It  only  remains  that  I give  you  the  answer  I would  nrake  to  our  suggesting /r/cmf,  when  he  asks 
me  why  1 do  not  print  my  ubservutions  ? *Tis  first  1 do  not  find  myself  uuder  any  obligations  to 
receive  instructions  what  to  do,  or  be  governed  by  him  and  his  associates,  Uic  Secondly, 

I would  not  thrust  such  an  incomplete  catalogue  on  the  world  as  lie  has  done  from  St.  Helena  : nor 
be  obliged  to  compliii^nt  the  best  reputed  astronomers  of  our  lime  (as  he  has  done  all  of  them)  by 
telling  them  that,  had  their  catalogues  been  extant,  he  would  have  called  his  a supplement  to  theirs, 
as  he  has  done  (for  want  of  them)  of  Tycho’s.  Nor  will  I give  any  one  occasion  to  tell  the  world 
I have  erred  a 6(.Hh  part  of  what  La  Hire  has  published  he  docs  in  a star  of  the  Crosiers  ami  one  of 
the  Centaur:  that  1 understand  what  1 have  to  du,  much  better  than  he;  and  when,  ond  how,  it 
will  be  best  for  me  to  publish  my  own  labors : that  I will  nut  be  bchuideu  to  him  fur  his  assistance 
or  advice : that  if  he  wants  employment  for  his  time,  he  may  go  on  with  his  sea  projects,  or  square 
the  Bujxirhcics  of  cyliiidric  uugulus:  6nd  reasons  for  the  change  of  Uie  variation,  or  give  us  a tnw 
account  of  all  his  St.  }(clcna  exploits ; and  that  he  hail  better  do  it,  than  buifuon  those  to  the  Society, 
to  whom  he  has  been  more  obliged  than  he  dares  acknowledge : that  he  has  more  of  mine  in  his 

• Id  another  draught  or  this  letter,  alludnl  to  In  page  133,  Flamsteed  espresse*  himself  thus: — ^ Tell  rae  now 
**  sincmwly  whether  you  thiok  it  would  be  discreetly  done  of  m«,  to  Irars  the  prosecution  of  my  work,  which  has 
“ thriven  thus  vuccnsfully  under  my  bauds  in  3?  months,  to  satisfy  th«  clamors  of  unreattmable  aud  malicicnu 

people,  or  not  ? 1 make  yrra  judge,  with  Sir  Chriitoplicr  Wren  nod  Mr.  Caswell,  whctlier  1 ought  to  publish 
“ encae  port  of  my  oboervitjons  Iwfore  the  rest  t or  only  those  aUn  in  Tycho's  catalogues,  and  Im'e  others,  more 
**  remarkable  than  they,  for  an  additicioa]  srork.  Tell  me.  If  you  plraae,  whether  U would  he  prudently  done  of  mr 
**  to  leave  my  remaiaing  constellations  for  a year,  to  copy  papers  and  put  them  ia  order  for  the  press,  to  gratify 
*^oQ«cmly  calumniating  libertine,  and  ito]>  bis  mouth,  and  tlnne  he  has  filled  srith  his  trifling  aud  enrione 
“ Bugg««tunis  ?'*  F.  B, 

t 1 do  not  know  what  is  meant  by  Uits  word,  uitleu  it  U iutended.  in  a dictatorial  sente,  for  Ibe  word  mtut.  It 
is  used  In  anoUier  dtanght  of  the  letter,  alluded  to  in  page  133.  F.  B. 
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hancift  alrcatiy,  than  he  will  either  own  or  restore ; and  that  I have  no  esteem  of  a man  who  baa  lout 
his  reputation,  both  for  akill,  candour,  and  ingenuity,  by  ailly  tricks,  ingratitude,  and  foolish  prate  ; 
and  that  I value  not  all,  or  any  of  the  shame  of  him  and  his  infidel  companiuna ; being  very  well 
aatUhed  that  if  Christ  and  his  apostles  were  to  walk  again  upon  earth,  they  should  not  escape  hvt* 
trnm  the  calumnies  of  their  venumoua  tongues.  But  1 hate  his  ill  maimers,  not  the  man : were  he 
either  honest,  or  but  civil,  there  is  none  in  whose  company  I could  rather  desire  to  be. 

Hut  my  letter  makes  you  now  do  penance.  I beg  your  pardon  for  a just  indignation,  to  which 
some  very  foolish  behaviour  o(  bis  very  lately  hat  moved  me  : and  desire  you  to  assure  yourself,  that 
no  one  U more  sincerely  your  aervant,  than  your  afTcctlouate  frierul  and  brother, 

Joii.s  Flausteep. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  42,  page  129.  There  arc,  however,  three  other  draughts  of  this  letter, 
varying  froui  each  other  in  some  pmrticulars,  all  in  Flamsteed's  hand  writing,  and  all  inserted  in 
MSS,  vol.  3.5,  pages  1-14 : but  that  which  I have  here  given,  is  (I  lielievc)  the  copy  of  the  one 
(hat  was  actually  sent  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  F.  B ] 


No.  10.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  Xeu'ton  (o  Mr.  Fiam'fttx'ti. 

Cambridge,  Ocluber  1,  1694. 

SlH, 

Since  my  return  hither,  I have  been  comparing  your  obscn'ations  with  my  theory,  and  now 
I have  satieOed  myself  that,  by  both  together,  the  moon^s  theory  may  be  reduced  to  a good  degree  of 
exactness : pcrhajis  to  the  exactness  of  2 or  3 minutes.  1 forbore  writing  to  you  a few  days,  till  I 
had  considered  your  observations,  that  I might  be  able  to  acquaint  what  further  observations  arr 
requisite.  And  besides  those  50,  which  you  tell  me  you  have,  ready  calculated,  and  those  1 have 
already,  your  obeen'aiions  of  this  winter  will  lie  very  material ; and  therefore  I am  very  glad  you 
have  onlered  your  servant  to  calculate  them.  There  are  requirite  also  your  observations  for  the 
last  6 or  7 years,  made  in  the  months  of  March,  June,  September,  and  December,  when  the  mcK»n  s 
perigee  or  apogee  is  in  the  syzygics  or  quadratures ; or  within  5 or  5 degrees  of  those  cardinal 
|iuinU:  and  the  mesm  in  the  quadratures  or  opporit'ton,  and  in  an  eclipse  of  the  sun.  When  the 
rnoun,  in  these  cases,  is  in  the  quadratures,  or  opposition,  it  will  be  requisite  to  have  two  observa* 
turns  i one  a few  hours  before  the  quadrature  or  opposition,  and  the  other  a few  hours  after : there 
being  a day  between  the  observations.  If  in  the  lunation  of  this  present  month,  you  can  get  two 
or  three  observations  about  the  hrst  quadrature,  pray  will  you  endeavour  to  get  as  many  opposite  to 
them  about  the  last  quadrature  ? For,  observations  opjiosite  to  one  another  (when  the  moon's  a}Migir 
is  in  the  octants)  arc  of  great  moment. 

By  such  a set  of  observations  I believe  I could  set  right  the  moon’s  theory  this  winter.  Only,  it 
would  be  requisite  to  have  about  50  of  them,  such  as  I should  select,  set  right  by  the  ruie  places  of 
the  fixed  stars.  The  observations  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December  abovc-nicntional  will 
not  be  many. 

I thank  )'on  heartily  for  your  receipt  At  present  1 l*cg  your  observations  of  Jupiter  and  Satuni : 
and  what  you  send  by|>cnny  post  direct  for  Mr.  William  Martin,  a Cambridge  carrier  at  the  Bull  in 
Bishupsgatc-strect ; and  order  it  to  be  delivered  there  before  2 of  tlie  clock  on  Monday,  lest  he  bi 
gone  ; for  he  goes  every  Monday,  at  2 o’clock,  from  I^ondon  to  Cambridge.  1 am  yours  to  serve  yim. 

r Newton. 

[Copied  from  the  General  Dictionaryt  Article  “ Newton.”] 
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AppE^DiX  to  Flamsteed's  History, 

No.  n.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Isaac  Sewton. 


Obserrator)',  October  1 1,  1C94. 

SiH, 

I have  Toun  of  the  7ih  inktant:  before  it  arrired  I had  prepared  a letter  to  you,  which  I 
«eut  not : because  I was  too  late  for  the  poat.  1 ahall  give  you  the  contents  of  it ; and  then  answer 
that  I received  last  night. 

.\fter  you  were  gone  hence,  Mr.  Halley  applied  himself  to  me,  and  desired  1 would  allow  him  to 
see  the  lunar  observations  I bad  imparted  to  you.  I told  him  that  I should  not  be  unwilling,  provided 
that  he  in  like  manner  would  impart  what  be  had  talked  so  much  of  to  theSociety ; his  amendments 
of  the  lunar  theory.  We  had  some  discourse  of  it : and  he  told  me  that  there  was  an  equation  of 
about  9^  necessary  in  the  quadrature:  that  this  was  begim  and  ended  in  the  line  of  Uie  syzygiea; 
and  occasioned  the  variation  in  the  octanta  to  be  7'  or  6'  greater  or  leas  than  tbe  tables  make  it. 
This  1 perceived  was  your  equation ; and  told  him  so.  He  was  silent. 

Soon  after,  he  came  to  Greenwich  with  one  friend  only  in  hia  company.  I was  surprised  at  it ; 
and  took  the  occasion  of  minding  him  of  his  disingenuous  behaviour  in  several  particulars;  which 
he  bore  because  he  could  not  excuse  it.  Aflcrwards  I showed  him  the  synopses;  and  suffered  him 
to  take  a very  few  notes  of  the  greatest  differences  of  the  observations  from  tbe  tables ; and  affirmed 
the  equations  of  (be  tables  generally  too  small,  by  reason  the  csceutricity  was  too  little. 


In  Mr.  Horrox*s  system,  the  doubled  distance  of  the  sun 
from  the  moon’s  apogee  being  numbered  from  F in  the  peri- 
phery of  the  little  Ubratory  circle  to  I,  a perpendicular  let 
fall  from  this  point  I on  the  syzygiacal  line  Z S,  where  it 
cuts  it  in  x>  makes  the  present  cxccntricity  C x-  But  he 
affirms  that  not  C x>  ^ excentricity  in  this  case, 

and  in  all  other  cases. 

Mr.  Street  changed  the  diameter  of  Mr.  Horrox’e  libra- 
tory  circle  a very  little,  so  as  the  angle  I C x always  the 
equation  of  the  apogee  : so  altering  the  diameter  of  the  circle, 
all  the  present  equations  will  be  increased  and  diminished 
with  it,  except  the  variation. 

To  make  the  equations  bi^tr  in  winter  than  in  summer,  it  will  be  requisite  to  make  the  diameter 
of  this  libratory  circle  bigger  in  winter  than  in  summer;  which  on  your  principles  I affirmed  and  he 
assented  to : but  In  what  proportions  he  said  not.  So  I perceive  he  is  still  in  the  dark  in  thia  point; 
and  wants  to  know  your  determination.  He  mentioned  an  inequality,  depending  on  the  moon  s dis- 
tances from  the  node,  of  which  as  I remember  you  gave  me  a hint  in  discourse;  and  yesterday,  at 
I»ndon,  desired  me  to  help  him  to  observations  made  in 

1687,  from  the  quarter  to  the  full. 

1688,  in  March,  about  tbe  last  quarter. 

1687,  in  November,  about  the  first  quarter. 

1692,  increasing  in  March,  decreasing  in  December. 

Your  letter  makes  demands  something  like  these,  and  pointing  at  the  same  thing:  I shall  endea- 
vour to  satisfy  you  within  a wcek’a  lime.  But  hence  I gather  that  you  have  given  him  some  hints 
where  the  greatest  crxorB  Lie ; and  be  is  in  pursuit  of  them. 
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Whilst  you  were  at  London,  I began  to  examine  my  obierrationt  of  the  distances  of  the  declining 
sun,  from  Venus,  in  order  to  find  what  the  refractions  were,  and  in  what  proportions  they  increased 
as  he  descends.  I employed  for  this  purpose  her  distances  from  him  obseiA'cd  February  23rd,  April 
llth,  21st,  23rd,  25th,  and  26th,  IGBl.  The  calculations  were  long  and  troublcaomc;  the  result 
I have  drawn  up  in  a synopsis  too  large  to  be  transcribed  into  a letter,  of  wluch  yet  I may  give  you 
a copy  when  I have  better  leisure : at  preaent,  I send  you  an  empirical  small  table  of  the  difference 
of  the  relations  of  the  Sun  and  Venus  in  height.  Wlien  the  Sun  set,  Venus  was  in  all  of  them 
above  30  and  not  more  than  37  degrees  high.  Where  the  French,  and  my  old  tables,  maltc  her 
refraction  about  IV,  add  so  much  to  (he  differences,  it  gives  the  entire  refraction  of  the  Sun. 

The  observations  of  February  26th  make  these  differences  bigger  than  those  of  April  lltb,  21st, 
23rd,  25th,  by  almost  a minute ; those  of  April  26th  are  the  least,  and  about  1 less  than  February's. 
Yet  all  agree  to  make  this  difference,  when  the  point  obsened  ia  truly  1 degree  high,  to  be  19^  ; 
which  shows  that  the  refractions  are  not  so  irregular  near  the  horizon,  as  they  are  commonly 
esteemed. 


M.  CsMini. 

Ls  Hire. 

Boocher. 
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Mr.  Boucher  is  an  English  gentleman,  now  in  Jamaica  if  living,  who  formed  his  table  on  Tycho’s 
observations  and  the  Cartesian  theory. 

But  you  see  all  the  theories  err  in  this,  that  they  make  the  refractions  to  decrease  but  about  S’ 
betwixt  89  and  90 : whereas  betwixt  88  and  69  tliey  decrease  above  6'.  On  the  contrary,  the  obser- 
vations make  5|-’  betwixt  88  and  89,  but  10'  betwixt  89  and  the  horizon.  What  may  be  the  occasion 
of  this,  I have  not  leisure  at  preaent  to  inquire.  It  seems  only  the  medium,  in  which  the  refractions 
are  made,  is  not  equable  as  supposed  by  those  who  build  their  tables  upon  theories.  This  subject 
deserves  your  consideration : I desire  your  thoughts  of  it  at  your  leisure.  The  observations,  and 
what  I deduce  fium  them,  arc  incontestable. 

Whilst  I was  on  this  subject  of  refractions  I received  from  France  the  VayoQes  Astronomiqut's : 
but  the  title  is  Recxuril  d'Ohsem^ionSy  &c,  in  folio.  It  contains  what  Mr.  Richer  did  at  Cayenne, 
Mr.  Pichart's  voyage  to  Uranibug,  his,  Cassini’s,  and  La  Hire’s  to  the  sea-porta  of  France,  with  their 
longitudes  and  latitudes  determined  by  observation.  The  voyage  to  Gorec  is  not  omitted.  But  the 
best  part  of  it,  and  greatest,  is  Cassini’s  new  tables  of  Jupiter’s  satellites,  wherein  he  has  corrected 
the  motions  of  the  first.  He  fits  his  radixes  to  the  oppositions  of  the  Sun  and  Jupiter  (very  inarti- 
ficially)  to  cover  the  equation  of  light  (arising  from  the  motion  of  the  Earth  in  its  orb)  ; which  he 
makes  when  greatest  14  minutes,  aud  always  by  this  means  has  it  additional.  That  other  part  1>f  it 
vrhtch  arises  from  the  change  of  Jupiter’s  distance  from  the  Sun  he  omits.  Again,  whereas  the  first 
satellite  moves  about  2°  0^  in  14  minutes  of  time,  he  divides  this  in  the  proportion  of  versed  sines, 
and  makes  a table  of  it ; which  he  applies  to  all  the  satellites,  without  any  reason  that  I can 
perceive,  but  because  it  helps  to  solve  two  eclipses  of  the  2nd,  which  may  be  solved  perhap  without 
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ii.  By  applying  thia  to  the  3rd.  he  rendm  iti  motions  worse  than  they  were ; to  me  it  seems 
equable,  ami  to  ue^  no  equations  at  alL  He  givai  no  examples  of  ealculaliiig  the  places  of  the  3rd 
or  4th ; 1 am  apt  to  think  because  he  found  this  device  would  not  agree  in  them.  The  motious  of 
the  4 th  are  the  same  with  those  of  hU  old  tables. 

1 told  you  that  iny  obacr>'ations  would  allow  your  greatest  cluugmliuns  bigger  than  1 had  stated 
them;  it  s^ms  his  docs  tlic  sutnc,and  that  he  allows  their  distances  to  be  in  sesquialtcr  pnqmrtion  to 
the  |)cri«>ds  of  their  revolutions.  Though,  to  be  thought  a good  Catholic,  he  says  nothing  of  it,  but 
conceals  it ; as  he  does  his  allowing  the  equation  of  light : for  he  makes  their  distances  from  Jupiter 
in  M'midiamctcn  aud  sexagcssiunal  parts  to  be 

Snn-  S«oi. 
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I give  you  them  thus,  to  prevent  mistaking  them ; as  my  friend  Mr.  Townlcy  did. 

He  still  supposes  them  to  have  one  plane  of  their  orbits : but  I am  apt  to  believe  the  orbit  of  the 
2nd  lies  out  of  the  plane  of  tin:  orbtta  of  the  rest;  whose  inclination  to  Jupiter**  he  now  makes 
2®  55'j  whereas  formerly  he  allowed  it  but  2?  40*.  Ila»l  he  known  how  to  calculate  the  length  t»f 
the  line  of  the  passage  through  an  oval  shadow,  os  well  as  through  a circular,  he  needed  not  to  have 
enlarged  it  so  much  ; for  he  docs  it  only  to  make  the  durations  of  the  cclt|»ea  shorter,  as  the  obser- 
vations require,  and  the  oval  shadow-  renders  them. 

You  asked  me  once  wlicn  with  you*  what  wxrc  the  diameters  of  the  satellites.  It  ia  imposstble 
to  determine  them  exactly : but,  as  well  us  1 could  when  I made  my  tables,  I stated  the  angles  of 
their  diameters,  subtended  at  J upiter,  of  the 

or  in  parts,  such  as  Jupitcr*s  semid.  is  1000. 

1 must  add  that,  whereas  you  told  me  that  the  parallactic  equation  proving  double  to  what  you 
esteemed  it,  before  you  saw  my  ubservalions,  argued  the  earth  to  be  bigger,  it  seems  to  me  the 
contrary  : that  her  dying  off  further  than  you  thought,  from  the  common  centre  of  gravity  betwHxt 
her  and  the  moon,  argues  she  should  be  less.  I desire  to  be  lictter  informed  in  this  particular  at 
ytmr  leisure.  Sir,  I am  yours  to  serve  you, 

JouN  Flamstked. 

P.S.  I shall  write  to  you  again,  ns  soon  as  I can  get  another  symopsis  transcribed.  At  present  I 
am  very  busy  about  some  other  pai>ers  I am  to  send  to  a philosophical  friend.  J.  F. 

To  Mr.  Isaak  Newton,  at  Trimly 
College,  in  Cambrhlgc. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  42,  page  151.] 


1st,  28*,  ] 

2nd,  1 5 I 

3rd.  12  j 

4th,  4 ) 
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No.  18.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  Nercton  to  Mr,  Ffamsteed. 

Trin.  Coll,  October  24,  1694. 

Sir, 

1 returD  my  hearty  thanka  to  you  for  the  communications  in  your  last ; and  particularly 
for  your  tabic  of  refractioiiB  near  the  horizon.  The  reason  of  tlic  diflerent  redactions,  near  the 
horizon,  in  the  same  altitude,  I take  to  be  the  diflerent  heat  of  the  air  in  the  lower  re^on.  For,  » 

when  the  air  is  rarched  by  heat,  it  refracts  less : when  condensed  by  cold,  it  refracts  more.  And 
this  diflerence  must  be  most  sensible  when  the  rays  mu  along  in  the  lower  region  of  the  air  for  a 
great  many  miles  together  ; because  ’tis  this  region  only  which  is  rarefied  and  condensed  by  heat 
and  cold  ; the  middle  and  upper  region  of  the  air  being  alwa}'s  cold.  I am  of  opinion  alto  that  the 
refraction  in  all  greater  altitudes  is  ?aried  a little  by  the  different  weight  of  the  air  discovered  by  the 
baroscope.  For,  when  the  air  is  heavier,  and  by  consequence  denser,  it  must  refract  something  more 
than  when  *tis  lighter  and  rarer.  I could  wish  therefore  that  in  all  your  observations,  where  the 
refraction  is  to  be  allowed  for,  yoit  would  set  down  the  weight  of  the  baroscope,  and  heat  of  the  air; 
that  the  variatinu  of  the  refraction  by  the  weight  and  heat  of  the  air  may  be  hereafter  allowed  for, 
when  the  proportion  of  the  variation  by  those  causes  shall  be  known*. 

A day  or  two  before  I left  London,  1 dined  with  Mr  Halley,  and  had  much  discourse  with  him 
about  the  moon.  I told  him  of  the  parallactic  equation,  amounting  to  about  8'  or  9',  or  at  most  ICK: 
and  of  another  equation,  which  is  the  greatest  in  the  octants  of  the  moon's  apogee,  and  might  there 
amount  to  about  6'  or  7' ; though  1 bad  not  yet  computed  anything  about  it.  He  replied  that  he 
believed  there  might  be  also  an  equation  depending  U{x>n  the  moou*s  nodes : to  which  1 answered 
that  there  was  such  an  equation,  but  so  little  as  to  be  almost  inconsiderable.  But,  what  kind  of 
equation  tills  was,  I did  not  tcU  him ; and  1 believe  he  does  not  yet  know  it,  because  it  is  too  little 
to  be  found  out  by  observations,  or  by  any  other  way  than  the  theory*  of  gravity.  He  told  me, 
some  years  ago,  his  correction  of  the  moon’s  eccentricity,  and  repeated  it  when  1 was  witli  him  last 
in  London:  and  this  made  me  frae  in  communicating  my  [many?]  things  with  him.  By  your  obser- 
vations I find  it  to  be  a very  good  correction.  I reckoned  it  a secret  which  he  had  intrusted  with 
me ; and  therefore  never  spake  of  it  till  now.  Upon  my  saying  that  1 hoped  to  mend  the  moon’s 
theory  by  some  observatious  you  had  communicated  to  me,  and  that  those  observations  made  the 
parallactic  equation  in  the  quadratures  betw*een  8'  and  KX,  be  was  desirous  to  view  them.  But,  I 
told  him  he  must  not  take  it  ill  if  I refused  him  that,  because  I stood  engaged  to  communicate  them 
to  nobody  without  your  consent.  1 am  very  glad  that  there  is  like  to  be  a new  correspondence 
betw  een  you ; and  hope  it  will  end  in  friendship. 

The  parallactic  equation  depends  not  upon  the  common  centre  of  gravity  of  the  earth  and  moon, 
but  upon  another  centre,  whose  distance  from  the  centre  of  the  earth  is  as  the  square  of  the  diameter 
of  the  moon’s  orbit : and  tlicrcforc  makes  that  eijuation  proportional  to  that  diameter.  But,  this 
equation  is  leas  than  1 took  it  to  be  when  1 saw  you  last.  ’Tia  so  involved  with  other  equations  that 
I cannot  determine  its  just  quantity  till  1 have  your  observations  in  other  positions  of  the  moon’s 
apogee. 

In  that  new  synopsis  of  observations  you  are  drawing  up,  pray  insert  the  distance  of  the  moon  from 

• U would  hsTebeen  rnrtunste  had  Flamitsed  stt«nd«d  to  thk  iBiportaDt  hint  given  by  Nswton,  to  obstirr 
tho  thennometor  and  barometer.  Not  tlist  It  would  have  made  mud)  differetioe  in  the  pUccs  of  the  itars  in 
the  Britt$A  CattUogwf  becaute  the  aw)or  part  of  ibe  obeervatioas,  from  which  they  were  deduced,  were  made 
prior  to  the  |)eruK)  here  meatioaed.  F.  B. 
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the  sun  : for  I must  comet  the  rariatinn,  which  I cannot  wcU  do  without  tout  numbers.  In  the 
second  of  thcMC  two  synopses  you  communicated  to  me,  T was  fain  to  compute  it : but  that  was  not 
BO  well  as  to  have  thoae  very  numbers  by  which  you  computed  the  moon’s  place.  Pray  insert  also 
the  columns  which  relate  to  the  moon's  latitude ; because  the  theory  of  her  latitude  needs  some 
amendinenL  I am,  your  very  humble  servant, 

1*“  Newton. 

[Copied  from  the  GenercU  Didionary^  article  “ Newton.**] 


No.  19.)  Letter  fwm  Sir  Isaac  Sewten  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Cambridge,  Novem.  1,  1C94. 

Sm, 

A day  or  two  after  I a-rote  to  you  I received  your  letter,  with  an  emendation  of  your 
observation,  Feb.  27,  1691.  You  say  the  moon’s  place  at  that  time  ought  to  be  3*’  7*  56'  S'',  and 
so  the  error,  9^  38".  I suppose  it  should  be  T'  17°  56'  8'',  and  so  the  error,  10*  33".  For  her 
observed  place  in  the  B^'nopsis  you  gave  me  is  ex  17^  45'  35";  unless  you  have  corrected  it  by  the 
new  places  of  the  fixed  stars. 

There  arc  some  other  faulty  observations,  particularly  those  of  Feb.  21,  March  12,  April  7, 
May  22,  July  I,  July  30,  Sept.  6,  1690.  But  whether  the  faults  lie  in  the  calculated  places,  or  in 
the  observed  ones,  or  in  the  places  of  the  fixed  stars,  I cannot  tell. 

Mr.  Caswell's  msgnetical  obsenations  you  need  not  send  me;  for  I have  no  occasion  for  anything 
of  that  kind.  Neither  need  you  send  me  your  larger  synopsis  of  the  refractious : that  short  one, 
which  I hare  already,  is  Bufficieut  for  me.  1 desire  only  such  observatiuns  as  tend  to  perfecting  the 
theory  of  the  planets,  in  order  to  a second  edition  of  my  book : and  would  not  give  you  the  trouble 
of  superfluous  communications.  The  greatest  equation  of  physical  parts,  I told  you,  was  by  my 
calculation  13':  and  now  by  your  observations  1 find  it  is  about  12^  or  13'.  I.  The  variation  in 
spring  and  autumn  is  about  36'  or  35|':  in  winter  it  is  greater,  and  in  summer  less,  by  two  or  three 
minutes ; and  in  the  moon’s  apogee  it  is  greater  by  tw'o  or  three  minutes  thtn  in  her  perigee. 
2.  The  eccentricity  and  equation  of  the  moon's  orbit  is  sensibly  greater  in  winter  than  in  summer, 
and  seems  to  be  sometimes  as  great  as  Mr.  Halley  makes  it;  but  the  law  of  its  increase  I am  not 
master  of ; nor  can  be,  till  I have  seen  the  course  of  the  moon  as  well  when  her  apogee  is  in  the 
summer  signs  as  in  the  winter  ones.  For  those  observations,  you  gave  me  at  London,  contain  only 
her  course  when  her  apogee  is  in  (he  winter  ones.  The  equation  which  depends  upon  the  moon's 
nodes  is  too  little  to  be  sensible  by  your  observations,  till  they  arc  corrected  by  the  new  places  of  the 
fixed  stars.  I only  sec,  in  general,  by  my  theory,  that  there  is  such  an  equation,  and  by  your  obser- 
vations that  (he  theory  and  the  heavens  agree  so  far  as  1 have  been  able  to  compare  them  hitherto. 

In  ray  two  letters  I quite  forgot  to  explain  to  you  the  menstrual  parallax  of  the  sun.  l.^t  S be 
the  sun,  T be  the  earth,  L the  moon  in  the  first 
quarter,  and  C the  common  ouure  of  gravity  of  the 
moon  and  earth.  This  common  centre  of  gravity, 
whilst  the  moon  and  earth  move  above  it,  moves 
regularly  in  the  orbis  tnaynus : so  that  when  you 
have  computed  the  place  of  tlie  earth,  you  are  to 
place  the  point  C in  that  place,  and  set  the  earth  T 
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forwarder  by  adding  the  angle  C S T to  the  computed  place : but  if  the  moon  be  in  the  last  quarter, 
you  are  to  subtract  that  angle.  The  quantity  of  this  angle  I do  not  yet  know  certainly : it  is  not 
«o  great  as  1 thought  when  1 was  at  London.  If  you  assume  it  16"  or  2CK',  and  find  that  by  such 
an  assumption  the  greatest  errors  of  the  sun's  place  arc  ditninished,  you  may  retain  that  quantity, 
till  it  shall  be  determined  more  exactly. 

I am,  Sir,  your  faithful  friend  and  bumble  servant, 

1“-  Newton. 

Note  xtriiten  on  U\e  letter^  by  Flamsteed,  Thursday,  No?.  25. — I wrote  to  Mr.  Newton  that  I 
would  send  him  the  synopsis  of  refractions,  I sent  them  on  Monday,  29th,  with  the  3rd  synopsis 
of  lunar  ohaervatiems.  He  writes  me  this  answer,  Novem.  1st,  when  he  had  received  them  if 
the  carrier  performed  his  duty.  Query,  why  he  says  nolhing  of  the  receipt? 

[Copied  from  the  MS,  in  the  Library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.] 


No.  20.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  HewUm  to  Mr.  Flamtteed. 

Cambridge,  Novem.  11,  1694. 

Sia, 

The  carrier  came  without  your  parcel,  but  had  it  sent  after  him;  and  I received  it  about 
three  hours  after  I had  sent  away  my  last  letter  to  you.  I like  Mr.  CaswcH's  experiments  well : 
they  deserve  to  he  made  public.  1 have  taken  copies  of  your  other  papers,  simI  designed  to  return 
them  the  last  week ; hut  that  I could  not  get  my  copies  collated  soon  enough.  They  shall  be  sent 
to-morrow,  together  with  a table  of  refractions,  which  1 have  computed  by  applying  a certain  theorem 
to  your  observations : for,  being  at  a stand  about  the  moon's  theory,  I set  myself  to  compute  this 
table.  The  first  column  expresses  the  refraction  in  mid-winter  in  time  of  a gentle  frost,  and  agrees 
almost  with  your  observations  of  Feb.  23.  The  third  column  express^'s  the  refraction  in  the  usual 
heat  of  July,  and  agrees  almost  with  your  observations  of  April  26.  The  middle  column  expresses 
the  rcfriiction  in  a middle  dqpec  of  heat,  and  agrees  with  your  observations  of  April  21,  23,  and  25, 
most  nearly.  The  proportion  of  the  first  to  the  third,  I determined  by  the  rarefaction  of  the  air  in 
winter  and  summer;  which  I found  some  time  ago,  by  certain  experiments,  to  be  as  8 to  9,  or 
thereabouts.  You  may  communicate  this  table  to  Mr.  Halley,  if  you  think  fit. 

1 believe  there  may  be  more  faulty  observations  in  your  tynopsia  than  I have  yet  discovered,  and 
I suspect  that  of  SepL  30,  1690;  though  1 cannot  well  judge  of  it,  because  there  are  no  other 
observations  near  it  to  compare  it  with.  So  also,  that  of  Feh.  6,  1691,  seems  faulty.  Pray  see  in 
your  book  If  these  observations  be  not  dubious.  For,  as  for  the  places  calculated  from  the  tables,  I 
will  give  you  no  trouble  about  them  : my  servant  has  lately  learnt  arithmetic ; and,  if  I go  on  with 
this  business  of  the  moon,  he  shall  learn  astronomical  calculations  and  examine  them,  and  I will 
send  you  his  coircctiuns. 

I believe  you  have  a wrong  notion  of  my  method  in  determining  the  moon's  motions*:  for  I 
have  not  been  about  making  such  corrections  as  you  seem  to  suppose,  but  about  getting  a general 
notion  of  all  the  equations  on  which  her  motions  depend;  and  considering  bow  afterwards  1 shall 
go  to  work,  with  least  labor  and  moat  exactness,  to  determine  them.  For  the  vulgar  way  of  approach- 
ing by  degrees  is  bungling  and  tedious.  The  method  which  1 propose  to  myself,  is,  first  to  get  a 

* Ab^r,  trritten  on  lAe  tetUr,  Flamsteeii.  1 had ; and  be  of  foe : and  still  hat. 
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general  notion  of  the  equations  to  be  detennined,  and  then  by  accurate  obaervations  to  detennine 
them.  If  1 can  compaas  the  first  part  of  my  design,  1 do  not  doubt  but  to  compass  the  second : and 
that  made  me  write  to  you,  that  1 hoped  to  determine  Iter  theory  to  the  eiactneas  of  two  or  three 
minutca.  But  I am  not  yet  master  of  the  first  work  ; nor  can  be,  till  I have  seen  something  of  the 
moon's  motions  when  her  apogee  is  in  the  summer  signs : and  to  go  about  the  second  work,  till  1 am 
master  of  the  first,  would  be  injudicious;  there  being  a complication  of  small  equations  which  can 
never  be  determined  till  one  sees  the  way  of  distinguishing  them,  and  attributing  to  each  their  proper 
phenomena.  Sir,  if  you  can  have  but  a little  patience  with  roc  till  I have  satisfied  myself  about 
these  thinga*,  and  make  the  theory  fit  to  be  cororounicatod  without  danger  of  error,  1 do  intend  that 
you  shall  be  the  first  man  to  whom  I will  communicate  itt- 

And  because  1 would  give  you  as  little  trouble  as  may  be,  if  you  please  to  communicate  to  me  the 
r^ht  ascensions  and  apparent  meridional  altitudes  of  the  moon,  as  ymi  have  found  them  in  your 
observations,  without  allowing  for  the  refraction  and  parallax,  I will  take  care  of  all  the  rest,  and  return 
your  synopsis  of  her  longitudes  and  latitudes,  &c.  But  1 dcairc  her  right  ascensions  by  the  correct 
places  of  the  fixed  stars : for  otherwise,  your  obaervations  will  not  reach  to  distinguish  and  determine 
those  small  equations  which  remain  to  be  found  out : and  I would  not  have  the  work  to  do  over  a second 
time.  This  may  give  you  a little  trouble  at  present,  but  it  will  save  you  ten  times  the  trouhle  which 
you  must  otherwise  undergo  hereafter ; and  that  perhaps  without  bringing  the  moon's  theory  to  half 
that  perfection  which  I think  I have  a prospect  of.  If  you  please  to  do  me  this  favor,  (hen  1 desire 
that  you  would  send  the  right  ascensions  and  meridional  altitudes  of  the  moon,  in  your  observations 
of  the  last  ux  months.  You  may  do  it  in  three  columns  under  these  titles— 

Tempus  apparent  Lurur  asretuio  Luna  altUvdo 

Orenmici.  recta  obserc<Ua.  ntcridiana  apparent. 

And  for  the  trouhle  you  are  at  in  this  businesa,  besidea  the  pains  you  will  save  of  calailating  (and 
that  upon  an  erroneous  hypothesis  as  I must  do)  the  obsen'ations  you  communicate  to  me,  and  the 
satisfaction  you  will  have  to  see  the  theory  you  have  ushered  into  the  world  brought  (as  1 hope)  U> 
competent  perfection,  and  received  by  astronomers,  1 do  intend  to  gratify  you  to  your  aatiafaction  ; 
though  at  present  1 return  you  only  thanks ; as  1 do  heartily  for  what  you  have  already  com- 
municated. 

• I am,  your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

I*^  Newton. 

P.&  I sent  your  papers  { back  by  the  carrier  yesterday,  and  this  letter  should  have  been  sent  by 
the  post  befuie. 

• Sett,  writtm  «m  the  Mfer,  Ay  Flamttttd.  As  much  as  h«  pleases : I hare  waited  5 yean  tor  them. 

f llijs  passage  is  in  reply  to  a remark  which  Klameteed  had  made,  In  a preceding  letter,  that  I)r.  Halley  had 
asserted  **  that  Mr.  Newton  had  done  the  theory  of  the  moon  :**  whemipna,  ays  Flainiteed,  **  ] wrote  to  him  for  thr 

**  performance  of  his  engafement,  not  taking  any  notice  he  had  forpot  (t.**  On  this  answer  of  Newtnn,  Flamsteed 
makes  the  foUowiog  remark : " Satisfied  herewith  that  M r.  Halley’s  talk  was  only  boast,  ) trmibicd  him  no  more 
**  shoot  il : thoQfh  1 foand  hs  had  forgot  his  first  engafesnent,  as  he  has  done  his  imteutvm  (tar  so  be  termed  it) 
" since.'*  Set  the  statement  of  these  particolars  in  MSS,  voL  35,  page  153.  F.  B. 

^ A'Wr,  teriiten  an  the  UUrr,  if  FlttwuteeJ.  The  2 synopses  oeatainlng  aliorr  100  places  at  the  moon  observed, 
compaml  with  my  old  tables,  and  the  synjqecs  of  the  ])  *•  places  calculated  and  compared  togsther  with  the  rlr' 
mems  of  the  calmlatluos. 
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Tahula  Refractionum. 
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[Thi  following  tUUemonls  are  also  written  on  the  preceding  tetter  hg  Flasnsteed;  hut  evidently  at 
some  distance  of  time  after  the  receipt  of  it.  F.  /?.] 


Lunar  observations  and  the  Moon’s  calculated  places  imparted  to  him. 

In  the  Ut  synopsis  52  from  Not.  16,  1689,  to  June  11,  1690,  inclusive. 
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calculated,  and  imparted  to  Mr.  Newton. 

Apr.  6 

26 

25 

I not  calculated  = 30  | 

Let  the  world  judge  whether  Mr.  Newton  had  any  cause  to  complain  of  want  of  observations, 
when  all  these  were  imparted  to  him.  I was  ill  of  the  headache  all  the  summer,  which  ended  in  a I 

6t  of  the  stone : yet  I forbore  not,  as  I was  able,  to  serve  hich  without  reward,  or  the  prospect  of 

any.  t contend  it  < 


1st  synopsis  ...  52 

2nd  „ ...  50 

.3nl  „ ...  55 

In  a letter  ....  6 

More  as  above  . . 26 


More,  pp.  81  and  83  Lib.  Calc.  12 
Calculated  = 201 

Besides  appiilscs  and  eclipses  published. 
Places  of  Saturn. 

„ Jupiter, 

Refractions  calculated. 


Taken  with  the  arc  . 
Taken  with  the  se:ctant — 
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Uncalculated  :=  243 


[Copied  from  the  original  MS,  in  the  Library  of  Corpu.  Chritti  College,  Oxford.] 
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Letter  from  Sir  Itaac  SewUm  to  Mr.  Fiamsteed. 

Cambridgf,  Doc.  4,  1594. 

Sir, 

The  table  of  refractions  I sent  you  I do  not  design  to  publish.  Tis  not  so  accurate  as  it 
may  be  made,  and  I believe  the  refractions  above  the  altitude  of  15^  are  aomething  too  little,  but  if 
you  go  to  examine  it  by  the  hypothesis  of  refraction  being  mode  at  the  top  of  the  atmosphere,  you 
are  upon  a wrong  bottom ; fur  this  table  was  computed  upon  a better  foundation.  Howc%er,  there 
being  a certain  circumstance  omitted  in  computing  it,  I intend  to  examine  it  with  allov^'ance  for  that 
circtimstance,  and  when  1 have  set  it  right  I will  send  you  a new  copy  of  it.  Perhaps  for  deter- 
mining the  diHereuce  of  the  refractions  in  winter  and  summer,  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  observe  the 
refractions  of  a fixed  star  in  the  altitude  of  3^*  or  4°  some  time  this  winter  in  frosty  weather. 

I thank  you  for  complying  with  my  request  of  sending  me  the  observed  right  ascensions  and  meri- 
dian altitudes  of  the  moon,  and  for  the  catalogue  you  have  given  me  of  your  observations.  If  you 
please  to  send  me  those  of  August,  September,  and  December,  1692,  and  those  of  January,  March, 
April,  and  October,  1693,  and  all  those  of  the  year  1694,  c.xcept  the  three  first  (that  is,  the  ubser< 
vatbn  of  Jan.  25,  and  all  those  that  follow)  you  will  oblige  me.  Also  in  tlie  year  1693  add  the 
obserratiuns  of  Sept.  30  and  November  2. 

I am  glad  your  cold  is  going  off.  1 hope  you  are  pretty  well  n^vered  of  it  before  this  time. 
Pray,  this  next  moon,  make  all  the  observations  you  can,  and  begin  your  observations  when  the  moon 
is  in  the  first  octant  if  you  can.  Fur  the  position  of  the  ajiogee  in  the  Sun*s  opposition  in  mid 
winter  is  a case  of  great  moment  and  will  not  return  in  many  years.  The  observations  in  the  fidl 
and  both  the  quadratures  are  of  greatest  moment,  but  all  the  rest  arc  useful ; and  my  method  does 
best  where  the  observations  are  continual.  A little  diligence  in  making  frequent  observations  this 
month  and  another  month  or  two  hereaflcr,  will  signify  mure  towards  setting  right  the  moon’s  theory 
than  the  scattered  observations  of  many  years. 

I am,  in  haste,  your  very  bumble  servant, 

[iVbfe,  written  on  the  feffer,  6y  Fiwmteed.} 

* * * I was  ill  now  of  the  head-sebe ; not  being  able  to  calculate,  I sent  him  the  obsenations 
that  he  might  compare  the  ’s  places  from  them  himself.  My  work  of  the  fixed  stars  was  inter- 
rupted also  by  my  distemper. 

[Copied  from  the  orxginai  MS,  in  the  Library  of  Corpus  Christi  Colley,  Oxford.] 


No.  22.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Isaac  Xewton. 

The  Observatory,  December  6,  1694. 

Sir, 

I am  glad  I did  not  impart  your  table  of  reAiictions  to  any  body  (since  1 find  you  have 
better  considered  and  think  of  altering  it)  since  you  were  nut  pleased  to  impart  the  foundations  on 
which  you  calculated  it  to  me.  I have  been  seeking  of  them  and  at  last  found  a way  of  answering 
them,  admitting  2 spheres  of  vapors,  one  the  usual  height  about  2^  miles,  the  other  much  less,  with 
two  horizontal  refracrions ; and  with  little  labor  have  answered  those  under  5 degrees  within  half  a 
minute,  those  above  much  nearer. 

By  the  way  I have  examined  the  tables  of  refraction  of  Kepler,  Cassini,  Picard,  Boucher,  and 
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La  Hire.  The  four  first  1 find  built  all  on  the  same  foundation,  which  auppoaca  the  refracticms  made 
in  an  equable  sphere  of  va}>oni,  about  2^  milea  high:  some  more,  others  a little  leas.  But  La  Hirers, 
the  lust,  is  not  built  on  the  same  principle.  For  his  refractions  from  the  horizon  upwards  arc  all  too 
Ing  for  his  horizoutol,  and  mure  at  a distance  thau  near  it.  If  you  have  not  his  table  I will  send 
you  a copy  of  it  in  my  next 

Considering  the  uncertainty  of  these  refractions,  I continued  to  find  out  the  inequalities  of  the 
earth’s  motion,  without  any  consideration  either  of  them  or  the  latitude  of  the  observatory.  But 
now  I come  to  settle  the  distauccs  of  tlie  fixed  stars  from  the  visible  pole,  I must  determine  them, 
and  therefore  should  be  glfui  to  know  the  foundations  of  the  table : which,  if  you  please  to  impart,  1 
shall  as  a suitable  return  afiurd  you  what  other  ubservutiuns  1 have  made  of  them,  which  are  no  less 
considerable  than  those  I have  already  imparted*. 

I know  very  well  the  equations  of  the  moon’s  motion  are  the  highest  this  month  and  the  next, 
that  they  can  be  again  this  9 years  : and  had  therefore  determined  to  let  slip  no  opportunity  of 
observing  her.  My  indisposition  has  not  hindered  me ; but  the  fc^  and  clouds  have  kept  her  from 
my  view  since  the  first  quadrature  of  the  lost  month  till  now  the  clouds  seem  to  break,  and  if  it 
proves  frost  I promise  myself  fair  weather,  and  frequent  opportunities  of  determining  her  place  in 
the  meridian,  which  you  need  not  doubt  but  will  be  imparted  to  you.  But,  I must  intreat  you  to  be 
patient  and  bear  with  me  for  a little  time : for  1 must  visit  my  cure  at  Christmas,  and  prepare  before 
for  my  journey  to  it,  which  will  employ  me  some  days : so  that  I cannot  give  you  the  places  of  the 
moon  you  desire,  till  after  the  holidays.  But  then  you  shall  have  them,  if  God  spare  me  life  uud 
health;  and  without  any  considcratiim  or  recompense  but  such  communications  as  arc  usually 
made  betwixt  persons  conversant  in  the  same  sort  of  studies. 

f admire  at  tlic  P.S.  of  your  last  letter  that  mentions  another  sort  of  recompenses.  But  I consi-> 
dered  tlial  you  might  be  possessed  with  tJie  character  which  a malicious  false  friend  bad  spread  of 
me,  and  so  resolved  tlien  to  take  no  notice  of.  But  in  my  next,  when  I was  less  moved,  to  assure 
you  thst  I never  received  any  reward  for  any  thing  I imparted  to  any  ingenious  person,  and  always 
scorned  the  thought  of  it.  I am  a friend,  I confess,  to  frugality : but  not  for  the  sparing  of  money, 
but  to  avoid  ostentation,  useless  disturbance,  atid  C8|)ccially,  as  much  aa  I may,  for  the  saving  my 
time,  which  is  very  precious  with  me,  by  reaaon  of  my  frequent  indispositions  and  avocations  by 
com|»anj  and  visitors  to  which  this  place  subjecU  me.  I have  always  had  money,  more  perhaps 
than  I desired,  at  my  command ; 1 bless  God  for  it : and  1 never  took  any  thing  of  any  for  commu- 
nicating of  my  skill  or  pains,  except  of  those  who  forced  themselves  upon  me  to  devour  my  time, 
and  could  not  make  me  any  other  recompense  otherways  than  hy  their  pay.  Pray  therefore  lay  by 
any  prejudicial  thoughts  of  me,  which  may  have  crept  into  you  by  malicious  suggestions : and  assure 
yourself  that  without  the  prospect  or  thought  of  any  other  reward  thau  like  communications,  you 
may  and  shall  ever  freely  command  the  pains  of. 

Sir,  your  affectionate  and  sincere  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flamstrbd. 

P.S.  I design  to  bestow  a little  pains  again  on  the  correction  of  the  satellites’  motions:  and 
should  therefore  be  very  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  would  mind  a rec|uest  1 made  to  you  in  one  of 
ray  first  letters  after  you  went  hence,  w hat  the  physical  parts  are  in  each  of  the  satellites. 

In  my  last,  1 desired  to  be  infurmed  whether  you  had  not  been  presented  with  a Latin  geometrical 

* Tbers  are  som«  inTMtigntiotu  sad  Ublss  by  Flsinitecd.  relative  to  refraiction.  in  MSS,  vid.  33,  page  24. 
uambered  from  the  end.  F.  B. 
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tract  of  Viviani*!  in  4to:  you  give  no  anawcr.  If  you  please  to  afford  me  one,  I shall  make  no  ill 
uae  of  it,  and  it  will  much  oblige  me. 

You  requested  of  me  the  places  of  Saturn,  observed  these  three  last  years,  and  the  differences  from 
the  Rudolphine  tables.  I have  recalculated  them  during  iny  sickness;  and,  unasked,  again  present 
you  with  them. 


Date. 

flora 

appMcoi. 

Sacurni 

aiuicnal. 

curut*. 

Inca 

O'*. 

Inca  1; 

wpp. 

l<Ka 

obaerr. 

Differ. 

1692,  May 

d.  S.  m.  1. 

16  12  10  30 

».  o / M 

n 9 151 

6 •000645 

o t n 

n 6 26  9 

0 / » 
/ 8 49  20 

o t N 

t 8 43  30 

-5  50  I 

1692,  May 

19  11  57  30 

11  9 13  33 

6-000658 

n 9 17  4 

» 8 39  34 

8 .30  15 

-5  19  i 

1693,  June 

2 n 48  — 

11  21  53  42 

6 001 887 

n 22  26  43 

/ 19  46  47 

19  41  45 

-5  2 j 

1694,  June 

15  11  43  — 

0 4 32  31 

6 002109 

ss  4 34  51 

"1!  1 0 9 

"t  0 56  0 

-4  9 j 

1 

These  you  may  add  to  the  hrst  large  table  of  Saturn’s  computed  and  observed  places  compared. 
I think  1 gave  you  the  observations  of  May  5,  1691,  soipo  time  since.  If  I did  not,  acquaint  me, 
and  it  shall  be  sent  you  in  my  next,  by  yours,  J.  F. 

[Copied  from  tlie  criginai  letter  in  Birch’s  additional  MSS,  No.  4292,  in  the  British  Museum.] 


No.  23.)  Lellcr  from  Sir  Isaac  A'rtcton  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Cambridge,  December  20th,  16C4. 

Sia, 

The  foundation  of  the  table  of  refracrions  I concealed  not  as  a secret,  but  omitted  through 
the  haste  I was  in,  when  I wrote  my  last  letter.  But,  since  you  desire  it,  I will  now  set  it  down. 
Let  A K L represent  the  globe  of  the  earth,  and 
suppose  this  globe  is  covered  with  an  atmosphere 
of  air  whose  density  decreases  uniformly  ffom  the 
earth  upwards  to  the  top  which  is  here  represented 
by  the  circle  M O N.  And  let  S 0 be  a ray  of 
light  falling  on  the  top  of  this  atmosphere  at  O, 
and  in  its  passage  from  thence  through  the  atmos- 
phere to  the  spectator  at  A,  continually  refracted 
and  bent  in  the  curve  line  O B A.  From  any 
point  of  this  curve  line  B to  the  centre  of  the 
earth,  draw  the  right  line  B C,  cutting  the  surface 
of  the  earth  in  D,  and  take  C F a mean  proportional  between  C B and  C D,  and  let  A F G be  the 
locus  of  the  point  F ; that  is,  the  curve  line  in  which  the  point  F will  be  always  found  ; and  if  this 
curve  line  A F G cut  the  right  line  0 C in  G,  the  whole  refraction  of  the  ray  in  passing  from  O to 
A will  be  proportional  to  the  area  A F G C ; and  the  refraction  in  passing  through  any  part  of  that 
line  0 B or  B A will  be  proportional  to  the  corresponding  part  of  the  area  GFCG  or  FACF. 
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This  theorem  is  geometrically  demonstrable,  but  the  demonstration  is  loo  intricate  to  be  set  down  in  | 

a letter. 

Now  os  my  table  of  refractions,  computed  from  this  theorem,  agrees  much  better  with  your  obser- 
vations than  the  vulgar  ones,  so  I believe  you  will  allow  the  theorem  itself  to  be  a better  fouudation 
than  the  vulgar  uues  of  a single  refraction  on  the  top  of  an  uniform  atmosphere. 

What  you  desired  me  aliout  the  er^uatinna  of  the  mean  motions  of  Jupiter’s  satellites  I did  not 
understand  in  your  first  letter;  and  thank  you  for  putting  me  In  mind  of  it  again  in  your  last : because 
it  tends  not  only  to  perfect  the  theory  of  Ju|nter’s  satellites,  but  also  to  confirm  the  theory  of 
gravity.  The  rule  for  determining  those  equations  is  this. 

Let  A be  the  time  of  the  earth’s  revolution  (which  is  a year,  or  365}  days),  B the  time  of  Jupi-  \ 

tcr’s  revolution  (which  is  12  years,  or  more  exactly  4320  days  ami  14^  hours),  C the  time  of  the  ■ 

Moon’s  revolution  (which  is  2?  days  '2  hours  43  minutes),  D the  time  of  the  revolution  of  a satellite,  I 

P the  greatest  equation  of  the  earth’s  orb  (which  is  1®  56'  20")  > Q the  greatest  equation  of  J 

Jupiter's  orb  (which  is  about  5®  32^  0")  : and  the  greatest  equation  of  the  mean  motion  of  a satellite 
shall  be  to  the  greatest  equation  of  the  mean  motion  of  the  Moon,  as  A X U x to  B x 
X P"*.  Whence  if  the  greatest  equation  of  the  Miwu’s  mean  motion  be  assumed  12’ 0", 
the  greatest  equation  of  the  mean  motion  of  the  outmost  satellite  (whose  |>criodical  time  is  16  da)s 
18  hours  5 minutes)  will  be  8’  52".  Ami  this  being  found,  it’s  easy  to  find  the  mjuatiaus  of  the 
mean  motions  of  the  rest  of  the  satellites : for  they  arc  as  the  squares  of  the  times  of  their  revo- 
lutions. Whence  the  greatest  equation  of  the  second  satellite  will  be  fouud  1’  31":  that  of  the 
third  24" : and  that  of  the  4th  or  innermost  5". 

These  are  minutes  and  seconds  of  degrees  in  the  orbits  of  the  satellites:  which,  being  converted 
into  time,  give  the  greatest  equations  of  the  tim*»  of  the  eclipses  of  the  sateliitcs,  to  be  added  and 
subducted  when  b in  the  quartile  of  his  orb : that  is,  to  be  added  when  If  is  in  the  quarrile, 
ascending  from  his  jierihclium  to  his  aphelium  ; and  subducted  when  he  is  in  the  o|q)ueite  quartile, 
descending  from  his  aphelium  to  his  ])crihcUum.  And  this  greatest  equation  in  the  outmost  satellite 
will  be  fuuud  9’  54"  of  time,  which  must  be  very  sensible : but  in  the  next  satellite  it  will  be 
only  46" : in  the  next  between  5"  and  6" : and  in  the  innermost  not  much  more  than  half  a second. 

These  computations  I have  done  but  once,  knowing  that  you’ll  examine  them. 

I intend  to  determine  the  orb  of  b within  a few  days, and  then  I’ll  send  you  the  result*.  And 
before  you  return  to  the  work  of  the  fixed  stars,  I hope  to  have  the  Tabic  of  llefraclions  ready. 

But  pray  let  me  have  your  lunar  ubservations  as  soon  as  you  can,  that  I may  be  about  the  moon 
whilst  you  are  about  other  things. 

What  you  say  about  my  having  a mean  opinion  of  you  U a great  mistake.  1 have  defended  you 
when  there  has  been  occasion,  but  never  gave  way  to  any  insinuations  against  you.  And  what  I 
wrote  to  you,  proceeded  only  from  hence,  that  you  seemed  to  suspect  me  of  an  ungrateful  reserved* 
ucsB,  which  made  me  begin  to  be  uneasy.  But  if  you  plcaae  to  let  all  this  |kasa,  and  concur  with  me 
in  promoting  astronomy.  I’ll  concur  with  you,  being  your  faithful  friend  to  serve  you, 

I#.  NXWTON. 

[Copied  from  the  mi^nai  hfS  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.] 

* 6M  the  Utter,  bf  fSmrtmi.  It  was  never  sent  t query,  if  duue. 
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Jan.  15,  1694-5. 

Sir, 

I prr«ume  you  arc  by  this  lime  returned  to  Greenwich.  You  need  not  fear  that  Satuni 
can  seiuihly  diaturb  the  motions  of  the  satellites  of  Jupiter.  The  theorem  of  refractions  I sent  you 
has  this  fault,  that  it  makca  the  refracting  power  of  the  atmosphere  as  great  at  the  top  as  at  tin? 
bottom.  This  has  put  me  upon  thinking  on  a new  theorem,  and  I think  I have  found  one;  but 
intend  to  consider  it  a little  further.  The  areas  in  that  theorem  I sent  you,  are  to  be  determined  by 
the  5th  lemma  of  my  third  book  of  Principui  Mnth.  But  the  calculation  is  intricate. 

) thank  you  for  yoiur  observations  about  the  morning  and  evening  refractions.  The  reason  why 
the  former  arc  greater  in  summer  than  the  latter,  I take  to  be  nothing  but  the  difhirent  heat  and 
coldness  of  the  air.  For  the  air  cools  all  night,  and  is  coldest  at  sunrise : and  heats  all  day,  and  it 
hottest  about  12  hours  after  sunrise.  The  cold  condenses  the  air,  and  makes  its  refracdon  greatest 
at  sunrise  ; and  the  heat  rarefies  it,  and  thereby  lUminishcs  its  refractive  power  in  the  evening. 

I thauk  you  for  the  two  ol^scrvations  you  sent  me;  and  since  you  have  calculated  the  moon's 
places  in  these  and  the  otlu^r  three  obeer\'atioiis  of  the  last  month,  you  will  oblige  me  by  a synopsis 
of  the  calculations.  But  fur  the  rest  of  ymur  olwervations,  I desire  you  would  leave  the  calculations 
to  me,  and  only  send  me  your  naked  observations.  For  otherwise  { cannot  correct  the  errors  which 
sometimes  hap|)cn  in  the  calculated  places,  nor  can  I go  over  the  calculations  again,  as  perhaps  I 
may  do  when  I have  carried  the  theory  a little  further,  and  know  liettcr  how  to  allow  for  the  refraction 
and  parallax : for  you  make  the  horizontal  parallax  too  grrat  by  a minute  or  above ; but  how  to 
rectify  it  I do  not  yet  know  exactly  enough.  I thank  you  for  your  offering  to  be  at  the  |)ains  of  these 
calculations,  but  I will  give  you  no  other  trouble  alwut  them  than  to  send  me  the  moon's  right 
ascensions  and  meridian  altitudes,  according  to  your  observations,  without  any  allowance  fm*  the 
refraction  or  parallax. 

In  trying  to  oimputc  the  mean  motion  of  the  moon  from  the  tempvs  apyarens  in  some  of  your 
observations,  I find  that  the  mean  motion,  gathered  by  my  computations,  differs  sometimes  from  that 
in  your  synopses  5"  or  6",  oraljovc.  Which  makes  me  suspect  that,  in  determining  the  temjnts  appa^ 
rensp  your  servant  followed  some  tables  which  are  not  sufficiently  exact : such  as  are  those  whiclt 
Tompion  uwa  for  hiswatclies:  for  those  err  sometimes  G"  or  8".  For  avoiding  this  inconvenience 
I desire  you  would,  instead  of  the  tempus  npparem,  use  sidereal  hours  counted  from  the  appulac  of 
tlie  equinoctial  point  to  the  meridian,  or  rather  from  that  of  the  Dng>star  or  of  some  other  notable 
star.  If  you  use  eanicukr  hours  counted  from  the  appulse  of  the  Dog-star  to  the  meridian  you  may 
note  them  thus  [1695,  Jan.  7,  5^.  44'  1.5"]  putting  he  f<t)r  hora  canicularis.  By  this  means  the 
equation  of  time  will  be  wholly  avoided,  which  is  troublesome  to  calculate,  and  makes  the  work 
liable  to  errors.  For  where  the  equaliun  of  time  must  be  considered  it  must  be  twice  computed  : 
first  to  get  the  tetnpus  apparens  and  then  to  get  the  tempus  renuJi,  which  is  to  go  a great  way 
about.  For  in  the  way  which  I propose,  the  time  in  canicular  hours  is  the  tempus  t erum,  and  it  is 
found  without  any  other  labor  than  by  seeking  the  r^ht  asccuaion  of  the  Dc^’Star  from  the  meridian 
and  turning  it  into  time.  But  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  in  the  day  to  which  the  canicular  hours 
belong  I would  count  them  from  the  appulse  of  that  star  to  the  meridian  next  after  the  midnight 
which  precedes  the  day,  tbst  is,  which  comes  l>etwcen  the  midnight  which  begins  and  the  midnight 
which  ends  the  vulgar  day.  So  tliat  for  instance,  the  canicular  day  which  begins  at  any  time  between 
midnight  and  midnight  on  Jan.  7 shall  be  called  Jan.  7 : and  so  of  all  other  days. 
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I should  say  somethiog  to  you  of  your  book : but  the  post  is  going  and  I must  reserve  it  to  the 
next.  Your  most  sincere  friend  and  humble  serv'ant^ 

I*"  Newton. 

[Aoie<»  vritien  on  the  /etter,  by  Mr.  Flamsteed.] 

Received  Thursday,  Jan.  17lh,  1694-5,  at  dinner.  Answered  Saturday,  Jan.  19,  but  no  ol>«er> 
vatious  imparted.' 

I grant  the  heat  and  cold  of  the  air  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  change  of  its  refractive  power,  but 
not  all : for  other  days  were  as  hot  as  that,  yet  had  less  refractions. 

The  sun  rose  then  over  the  Thames  and  adjacent  marshes.  Set  over  a dry  hill  on  the  west  end 
of  I»ndon.  It  was  a misty  morning,  and  a great  fug  over  the  meadows. 

I should  be  glad  to  see  this  business  of  refractions  Bnished.  It  will  be  of  use  to  me. 

1 have  not  time  to  send  the  synopsis  now;  may  do  it  hereafter:  but  would  gladly  see  what  places 
you  have  derived  from  the  given  A U first  Shall  give  mure  after. 

The  scmidiamclerB  of  the  luminaries,  in  my  Ditctrine  of  the  sphere^  arc  just  being  settled  by  my 
own  obaervationa ; excepting  what  error  may  be  caused  in  the  $’s  by  the  fault  or  defects  of  the 
theory. 

But  the  horizontal  parallaxes  were  settled  by  the  observations  of  the  lunar  eclipse  of  Octob.  18, 
1676,  in  whose  observation  the  French  and  1 agreed  very  nearly.  These  ought  to  be  settled  by 
eclipses  observed  when  the  sun  is  in  the  mean  distance.  This  I gueu  a plain  reason  why  in  all  the 
montlis  from  Feb.  to  October  my  parallaxes  may  be  too  big.  But  from  October  to  Feb.  perhaps 
they  will  be  found  too  little,  some  small  matter. 

Tompion^s  a true  table  of  equations : but,  mode  for  a particular  year  perhaps,  fits  not  the  present. 

Those  in  Parker's  Almanacks  true,  supposing  the  old  solar  equations  just.  But  now  I have 
changed  them  and  translated  the  aphelion,  they  may  be  6,  8,  or  1(H'  erroneous.  Being  made  for  4 
years,  may  serve  for  an  age,  with  a small  tabic  I have  made  to  correct  them. 

The  old  way  of  numbering  days  not  to  be  left : I have  a clock  for  that  purpose. 

[Copied  from  the  original  M.8  in  the  library  of  Corpua  Christi  College,  Oxford.] 


No.  25.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  AVu^ton  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Jan'.  26,  1694-5. 

Sir, 

That  which  I would  have  said  in  my  last  about  Viviani’a  book  was  only  this.  That,  alniut 
3 or  4 months  before  Dr.  Gregory  was  made  Astronomy  Professor  in  Oxford,  an  Oxford  gentleman, 
a smdent  in  mathematics  (I  think  his  name  was  Rook)  called  ou  roe  in  his  way  from  London,  and 
showed  me  a new  book  published  either  by  Viviaui  or  some  other  Italian,  but  1 think  by  Viviani*. 
He  offered  to  leave  it  with  me  to  {icrusc.  Whereupon  1 turned  over  the  leaves,  and  then  returned  it 
to  him  again;  and  he  took  it  away  with  him,  I thiuk  to  Oxford,  and  1 saw  it  no  more.  I forbore  to 
answer  your  first  enquiries  about  it,  because  I feared  it  might  tend  to  widen  the  breach  between  you 
and  Mr.  Halley,  which  1 had  rather  reconcile  if  it  were  lu  my  power.  And  now  I hope  that  what 

• Probablj’  Virianl'a  trestiw,  pcblislied  in  |(UB,  entitled  Dninatio  in  v.  M.  /tpoU^nn  Cotunram : for  so  acemmt 
«f  which,  tee  MoDtucU'a  Hitt,  de  MftUhem.  vel.  1.  page  24B.  F.  B. 
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1 have  toUl  you  will  not  be  made  use  of  to  that  purpose,  lest  it  should  also  do  me  an  injury.  For 
your  offeriag  to  present  me  with  ViTiani'a  book,  I thank  you  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  left  with  me. 
Thc  equation  of  time  I derived  not  trom  your  new  theory  of  the  sun,  but  from  the  old  one.  For 
having  by  me  two  of  Mr.  Tompion*s  tables  of  the  equaUon  of  time,  I examined  them  by  your  tables 
printed  in  Sir  Jonas  Moor*s  works,  and  found  some  dilferencc.  And  at  the  same  time  I tried  whether 
the  equation  ortime,  you  used  in  computing  the  mean  motion  of  the  moon  in  your  synopses,  would 
agree  with  the  rest;  and  found  the  like  diflerences.  Vet  these  ditferencea  were  of  no  great 
moment,  being  seldom  above  4"  or  W’,  I have  got  your  table  in  Parker’s  Almanack  fur  this 
year. 

Whether  the  sidereal  hours  be  counted  from  the  equinoxial  jioint,  or  from  the  Dog-star,  is  of  no 
great  moment.  The  computation  is  readier  from  the  equirmxial  point,  but  the  star  is  a point  better 
dehned  and  immoveable : and  it*s  proper  to  refer  the  motions  and  positions  of  things  moveable  to 
the  positions  of  things  immoveable. 

The  diminution  of  the  horizontal  parallax  hy  about  a minute  t seemed  to  collect  from  your  obser- 
vations in  your  two  first  synopses : for  those  in  your  third  1 have  not  yet  considered.  But  if  a 
minute  be  too  much,  what  think  you  of  lialf  a minute  ? W’ould  that,  or  the  parallax  in  your  printeil 
theory,  agree  beat  with  total  eclipses  of  sun  and  moon? 

1 agree  with  you  that  the  dense  vapors,  which  always  stagnate  upon  the  surface  of  the  sea  and 
often  upon  fenny  places,  cause  a strong  refraction.  And  it’a  probable  that  those,  which  rise  to  a 
greater  height,  may  increase  the  refraction  of  the  horizontal  sun.  But  can  you  tell  whetlier  the 
refraction  of  the  sea-vapors  or  fen-vapors  be  greater  in  hot  weather  or  in  cold  ? at  morning  or  at 
night  ? 

To  make  a new  table  of  refractions  has  taken  up  almost  all  my  time  ever  since  the  holidays : and 
1 have  hitherto  lost  my  pains  in  fhiitlcss  calculations,  by  reason  of  the  difficulty  of  the  work.  For 
consulering  that  such  a table  is  the  foundation  of  astronomy,  and  very  necessary  fur  your  great  work, 
and  that  you  have  taken  so  great  pains  in  providing  materials  fur  it,  t was  desirous  to  complete  it ; 
that  I might  have  something  to  present  you  with  for  the  pains  that  you  have  taken  for  me  about 
your  observations.  Yet  I have  not  wholly  lost  my  labor;  furl  have  found  a new  theorem  which 
makes  the  cmlculation  very  easy,  and  which  1 must  content  myself  with,  if  I can  think  of  nothing 
better.  At  present  1 am  a little  indisposed,  but  hope  in  a few  days  to  be  well  enough  again  to  finish 
this  business.  I hope  you  have  your  health  perfectly. 

I think  Venus  was  about  36  degrees  high  at  sunset  Feb.  22,  and  Apr.  11;  and  about  32  or  30 
degreea  high  at  sunset  on  the  following  days  of  April.  If  I had  her  altitude  on  every  day  at  sunset 
more  exactly,  1 could  make  the  table  of  refractions  more  accurate. 

The  places  of  the  moon  from  your  two  observations  I have  not  yet  computed : for  I thought  it 
superfluous  to  do  what  you  had  done  to  my  hands;  and  desired  a copy  of  your  computations  only  to 
save  myself  that  labor.  But  aince  I perceive  you  have  a mitid  to  see  w’hether  we  can  compute 
exactly,  if  you  please  to  tend  me  the  latitude  of  Greenwich  [*11  send  you  what  you  desire.  The 
sun’s  greatest  declination  1 think  you  make  23“  29';  I had  rather  make  it  23“  29'  12":  the 
difference  ia  inconsiderable. 

I told  you  in  autumn  that  it  would  be  neceaaary  for  me  to  have  about  one  half  of  the  ohscrvatkins 
in  yoiir  synopses  set  right  by  the  currcct  places  of  the  fixed  stars.  If  you  please  to  do  it  at  ytmr 
leisure,  I’ll  Knd  you  a catalogue  of  the  ohservations.  And  because,  to  perfect  the  theory  of  the 
moon’s  parallax,  besides  the  subduction  of  soom  seconds,  there  is  requisite  an  equation,  which  some- 
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times  amounts  almost  to  a minutti  and  which  I know  exactl)%  IMl  moke  a table  of  it  and  send  it  to 
vou : and  then  youMl  be  (lerfect  in  that  port  of  the  moon’s  theory  which  consists  in  computing  her 
longitude  aud  latitude  from  obeervationo,  and  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  rest. 

One  thing  1 did  not  consider.  The  ohserrations  being  youn^  iwrhape  you  had  rather  have  them 
perfectly  your  own  in  all  respects,  by  determining  the  moon’s  longitude  and  latitude  from  them  all 
yourself.  If  so  (fur  that's  what  you  have  a very  just  right  unto)  I will  stay  your  time.  And  when 
I have  got  a little  further  in  the  theory,  and  satisfictl  myself  about  something  I am  yet  in  the  dark  in, 
i’ll  make  a new  table  of  the  moon's  eccentricities  and  equations  of  her  ape^ce  for  finding  her  mean 
anomaly,  and  send  you  a copy  of  it,  to  be  used  instead  of  that  printed  in  Sir  Jonas  Moor's  works, 
page  94,  provided  you  will  keep  it  to  yourself  till  1 have  perfected  the  moon’s  theory,  because  it  will 
need  corroction.  Cbuse  you  therefore  whether  you  will  compute  the  moon's  places  from  the  obser* 
cations,  or  leave  that  work  to  me.  Three  or  four  observations  in  the  end  of  thu  moon,  and  as  many 
opjKMsitc  to  them  in  the  bcgiimiug  of  the  next,  would  be  very  significant.  I am. 

Your  most  afTectionate  humble  servant, 

1*'  Nkwtom. 

Abte,  irriffeu  on  tke  letter ^ % FUitMtied.  Rec.  Jan.  26,  and  answered  the  same  day  in  haste, 
but  more  fully  Feb.  7 : and  then  sent  him  the  4 tables  of  the  erpiatioos  of  days  and  the  lunar  obser- 
vations of  June,  Ac,  92.  and  December  stid  Jan.  last:  1692,  May  16,  11,  19,  Junij  13,  15,  16  ; 
161M,  Dec.  28,  30,  31,  ) obs.  communicavi  in  responso  ut  et  1695,  Jan.  8,  9,  1 1,  12,  13,  14,  18, 
cum  dilFercntiis  a meis  tabulis:  1092,  May  16,  S’’-  59'  11";  Arg.  2*  19®  11' 0";  anom.  roed. 
O'  2fe'>  59*  12";  .a  23®  W 2";  199^  39'  20";  103,  21,41;  A.  R.  199®  39^  20";  D.  a P. 
103°  22'  50";  ^ 23°  10'  58";  + O'  56";  4°  41'  4(/';  - 2'  50". 

[Copied  from  the  nriginat  MS  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.] 


[Drau^  of  an  anmer  lo  the  ahovet  hy  Mr.  Flamsieed.] 

That  I omitted  several  things  in  my  last. 

Syriua  a fit  star  for  being  seen  in  the  day : unfit  by  reason  of  (he  parallax  of  the  orb.  Synus 
nearer  us  than  the  rest,  l^ecause  liis  light  is  briskest.  This  very  sensible  in  my  observations.  A 
remarkable  star ; none  of  the  biggest 

The  light  of  Jupiter,  faint  near  the  sun ; brisk  in  the  opposition. 

I shall  mind  my  business  of  Uic  fixed  stars,  and  give  him  an  account  of  my  progress,  whilst  he  is 
employed  on  the  moon : and  ahall  he  very  well  pleased  with  an  account  of  bis  success. 

That  I shall  not  impart  any  thing  I receive  from  him,  without  his  leave : and  expect  the  same 
kindness  from  him. 

About  E.  H.  [Edmund  Halley] ; that  he  ia  very  much  miataken  in  him : that  I never  found  any 
thiug  so  c-onsiderahic  in  him  as  his  craft  and  forehead,  his  art  of  filching  from  other  people,  and 
making  their  works  his  own  ; as  I could  give  instances,  but  that  I am  resolved  to  have  nothir>g  to 
do  with  him,  for  peace  sake. 

That  I believe  he  told  me  Mr.  Ncu-ton  had  Viviani,  on  purpose  to  make  a <livision  betwixt  us. 

Tliat  I forbore  not  bis  company,  till  I found  that  a part  of  his  character  was  thrown  upon  me  : 
and  that  I had  rather  be  without  hit  acquaintance,  to  purchase  it  with  the  loos  of  an  honest 
reputation. 

[Copied  from  MSS,  vol.  62,  E,  at  the  end.] 
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No.  26.)  Leiter  from  Sir  Isaac  Xeicton  to  Mr.  Fiamttcetl, 

CambhdgCi  Feb.  16,  161)4-5. 

Sir, 

I received  your  two  last  letters,  with  your  tables  of  the  equation  of  time,  and  your  obierva- 
tioua  of  December  and  January  i for  all  which  1 thank  you.  I have  been,  ever  since  I wrote  to  you 
last,  u]xm  making  a new  (able  of  refractions  sjhI  have  not  yet  Bnishud  it:  *tia  a very  intricate  and 
laborious  piece  of  work ; yet  something  1 have  done  towanls  it.  For,  supposing  the  atmosphere  to 
be  of  such  a constitution  as  ia  described  in  Uie  22nd  proposition  of  my  second  book  (which  certainly 
is  the  truth)  I have  futmd  tliat,  if  the  horizontal  refnu;lioii  be  34',  the  refraction  in  the  apparent 
altitude  of  3**’  will  be  13'  3":  and  if  the  refraction  in  the  appanriit  altitude  of  3^-  be  14',  the  hori- 
zontal refraction  will  be  something  mure  than  31'.  So  that,  instead  of  increasing  the  horizontal 
refraction  by  vapors,  we  must  hod  some  other  cause  to  decrease  it.  Aud  I cannot  think  of  any  other 
cause  besides  the  rarefaction  of  the  lower  region  of  the  atmosphere  by  heat. 

And  indeed  the  rarefaction  and  cuiudensaliun  of  the  air  by  lu^at  and  cold  seems  to  have  a much 
greater  hand  in  the  pha^nomcna  of  refractions,  than  we  are  yet  aware  of.  For  even  [these]  very 
refractions,  which  you  have  ascribed  to  the  sea-vapors  and  fen-vapors,  seem  to  me,  upon  second 
thoughts,  to  arise  from  the  coiuleusatiun  of  the  air  by  cold.  For  in  travelling  we  find  it  always 
colder  u|>un  the  water  than  upon  the  laud,  and  that  very  considerably  : and  therefore  the  water  doth 
cool  the  air  to  the  height  of  some  fathoms  above  it,  and  by  ctwlir^  condenses  it  ami  increases  its 
refractive  power.  This  therefore  is  certainly  one  cause  of  those  refractions,  and  1 take  it  to  be  a 
sullicicnt  cause.  But  as  for  vapors,  wc  have  now  no  one  experiment,  that  1 know  of,  to  prove  that 
they  increase  the  refraction  of  the  air ; unless  jierhaps  where  tliey  cool  it.  And,  were  the  air  upon  thr 
sea  overloaded  with  va(>ora,  it  would  scarce  be  so  transparent  as  to  let  Calais  with  its  buildings  and 
church  steeples  be  seen  through  it  cross  the  Channel. 

I am  still  laboring  at  a new  table  of  refractions : and  as  soon  as  that’s  done  I intend  to  make 
the  table  I promised  you  for  the  moon’s  parallax  (for  this  will  be  quickly  done),  and  after  that,  as 
eoon  as  I can  get  time  from  some  other  occasions  which  begin  to  press  me,  I will  make  the  new 
table  of  the  moon’s  excentriciues,  and  the  equations  of  her  ap<^e.  This  last  table  1 shall  make  mure 
for  your  use  in  dctcriuining  the  moon’s  longitude  and  latitude,  than  fur  my  own.  Fur  when  I enter 
upon  the  work  of  determining  the  moon’s  motions  I shall  stick  to  no  tables,  but  alter  the  equations 
daily,  as  I shall  see  occasion,  till  1 have  made  them  exact. 

As  for  your  observations,  you  know  1 cannot  communicate  them  to  any  body,  and  much  less 
publish  them,  without  your  consent.  But  if  I should  perfect  the  moon’s  theory,  and  you  should 
think  (it  to  give  me  leave  to  publish  your  observations  wnth  it,  you  may  rest  assured  that  1 should 
make  a faithful  aud  honorable  acknowledgment  of  their  author,  with  a just  character  of  their  exact- 
ness aljove  any  others  yet  extant.  In  the  former  edition  of  my  book,  j'ou  may  remenil>er  that  you 
communicated  aomc  things  to  me,  and  1 hope  the  acknowledgments  I made  of  your  commiinicatimis 
were  to  your  satisfaction : and  you  may  be  assured  I shall  nut  l>e  less  just  to  you  fur  the  future.  For 
all  the  world  knows  that  1 make  no  observations  myself,  and  therefore  I must  of  necessity  ^know- 
ledge their  author : and  if  I do  nut  make  a handsome  acknowledgment,  they  will  reckon  me  an 
ungrateful  clown.  And,  for  my  part,  ( am  of  opinion  that  for  your  oliscrvaltons  to  come  abroad 
thus  with  a theory  which  you  ushered  Into  the  world,  and  which  by  their  means  has  been  made 
exact,  would  be  much  worse  for  their  advantage  and  your  reputation,  than  to  keep  them  private  till 
you  die  or  publish  them,  without  such  a theory  to  recommend  them.  Fur  such  theory  will  be 
a demonstration  of  their  exactness,  and  make  you  readily  acknowledged  the  exactest  observer  that 


Digitized  by  Google 

IL  " " ■■  III.  ™ J ■■ 


15-2 


Appesdix  to  Flamsteed' s History. 


[No.  26. 


has  hitherto  appeared  in  the  world.  But  if  you  publiah  them  without  such  a theory  to  recommend 
them,  they  will  only  be  thrown  into  the  heap  of  the  observetions  of  former  astronomera,  till  some> 
body  shall  arise  that»  by  perfecting  the  theory  of  the  moon,  shall  discover  your  observations  to  be 
eaacter  than  the  rest  But  when  that  sluUl  be,  God  knowa : 1 fear  not  in  your  life-time,  if  I should 
die  before  it  is  done.  For  1 find  this  theory  so  very  intricate,  and  the  theory  of  gravity  so  necessary 
to  it,  that  I am  satisfied  it  wnll  never  be  perfected  but  by  somebody  who  understands  the  theoiy*  of 
gravity  as  well,  or  belter  than  I do.  But  whether  ywi  will  let  me  publish  tliem  or  not,  may  he  con- 
sidered hcrcaf^r.  I only  assure  you  at  present,  that  without  your  consent  I will  neither  publish 
them,  nor  communicate  them  to  anybody  whilst  you  live,  nor  after  your  death,  without  an  honorable 
acknowledgment  of  their  author  *. 

When  I have  finished  the  table  of  refractions,  I will  endeavor  to  make  you  understand  the  grounds 
of  it  as  far  as  I can.  But  the  demonstrations  being  very  intricate,  1 have  not  yet  set  them  down  in 
writing.  I am  very  glad  you  have  got  so  far  on  your  great  work,  as  to  be  able  to  rectify  the  places 
of  the  fixed  stars  within  10  degrees  of  the  ecliptic  on  both  sides,  and  by  them  to  set  right  your 
observations  of  the  moon.  1 shall  make  what  haste  1 can  to  furnish  you  with  what  I am  about, 
being,  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  friend  to  serve  you, 

!*■  Newton. 

P.S.  Pray,  till  April  be  ended,  make  what  observations  you  can  in  the  last  quarter  of  each  moon 
opposite  to  those  you  make  in  first  quarters. 

Note  on  the  UtteTy  by  Flamsteed. 

Answered  March  2,  1695,  and  given  him  the  heights  of  9 sunset. 

to  » // 


Feb.  23 

35 

10 

April  23 

36 

46 

April  11 

39 

14 

„ 25  . 

36 

12 

..  21 

31 

n 

..  26 

.35 

33 

Together  with  the  refractions  observed  at  Cape  Sete  by  Mons.  Picart.  Vindication  of  myself  for  not 
imparting  my  observations,  and  an  account  of  my  northern  correspondence. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyinal  MS  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Chriali  Coll^,  Oxford.] 


No.  27.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  Newton  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Cambridge,  March  15,  1694-5. 
Sift, 

The  last  week,  about  three  or  four  days  before  I received  your  letter,  I wrote  to  your 
treasurer,  Mr.  Hawes,  about  a successor  to  Mr.  Paget,  and  proposed  three  persons:  Sr.  Collins,  of 


* TliU  pangraph  la  (n  reply  to  s remark  which  Flantteed  had  made,  in  a preceding  letter,  to  the  following 
effect:  vrt„  " Upmi  Mr.  Halley’s  boasting  again  of  hli  [Ur.  Newtou’s]  performances  in  tbs  moon's  theory,  and 
that  Mr.  Newton  bad  imparted  it  to  him,  I gave  him  [Mr.  Newum]  an  intimation  of  it  (as  I think)  in  mine  of 
“ Feb.  9,  1694-5;  and  that  he  imparted  the  result  of  my  obierestioni  without  my  omsent,  contrary  to  his  promise 
“ in  his  ansver.*'  On  iAj'i  answer  of  Newton,  Flamsteed  makes  the  following  remark:  He  adds  a great  many 

words  to  |irr«uadr  me  that  to  have  the  theory  of  the  moon  published  with  my  observations,  would  lie  a great  proof 
**  of  their  accuracy : wharesa,  theories  do  not  commend  obaerraUems ; bnt  are  to  be  tried  by  them : and  theories 
**  are  then  only  prabaUe,  when  they  agree  with  exact  and  Indubitable  obserm(oni.“  See  the  note  iu  page  140,  and 
the  USS  there  referred  to.  F.  B. 
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thi*  Utiivcrtily,  Mr.  Caswell  of  Oxford,  aud  Mr.  Newton  late  of  Yarmouth.  Sr.  Collins  lias 
mathcmaticR  enough,  but  is  young  and  inexperienced.  If  they  choose  him,  it  will  be  requisite  that 
the  Governors  oblige  Mr.  Paget  (if  they  can)  to  inspect  the  school  next  winter,  and  teach  him  to 
design  and  draw : and  then,  if  he  take  hold  of  that  advantage  to  improve  himself,  aud  continue  as 
industrious  as  they  of  his  college  tell  me  he  has  hitherto  b«tn,  I believe  he  will  prove  a good  master. 
But  because  he  is  young,  I added  Mr.  Caswell ; aud  because  I knew  not  whether  he  would  accept  of 
the  place,  f named  also  Mr.  Newton.  I remember  Mr.  Caswell's  character  pretty  well  since  his 
competition  with  Dr.  Gregory ; and  am  satished  that  he  is  a man  of  very  good  morals  and  great 
industry,  aud  so  well  skilled  in  teaching  inathcmalics,  that  could  he  have  drawn  prus{>ccts,  1 would 
have  recommendc<l  none  but  him,  till  he  had  refused  to  accept  of  the  pUcc.  However,  I gave  him 
a recommendation  to  the  following  purpose  : that  he  it  s^ber,  induiMirious,  and  well-skilled  in  the 
mathematics,  and  will  make  a gooil  master  if  he  will  accept  of  the  place;  and  that  Dr.  WallU  and 
you  are  able  to  give  a fuller  account  of  his  abilities.  [ would  have  sent  you  the  words  of  the  recom- 
mendation I gave  Mr.  Caswell,  hut  that  I have  lost  the  copy;  however,  you  may  see  it  in 
Mr.  Hawes's  hands.  Mr.  Newton  I am  a stranger  to,  but  had  an  opportunity  about  two  yean  ago 
of  knowing  his  abilities.  To  the  best  of  my  remembrance  he  wants  algebra  : in  other  respects  he 
has  mathcraatice  enough,  having  taught  navigation  for  some  years  at  Yarmouth. 

I have  now  finished  the  table  of  refractions,  and  scn<l  you  enclosed  a copy  of  it*.  In  a regular 
sky,  when  in  the  altitude  of  3 degrees,  the  refraction  is  13' 20",  you  may  rely  ujion  it  that  the 
tabic  is  exact  to  a second  minute  for  all  altitudes  above  10  degrees;  and  that  in  the  altitudes 
between  3 and  10  degrees,  the  greatest  error  camiut  be  above  2 or  3 seconds.  If  the  refraction 
in  the  altitude  of  3 degrees  be  greater  or  less  then  13'  20",  it  must  be  increased  or  diminished  io 
the  same  proportion  in  all  altitudes  above  3 degrees.  Within  a few  days  I will  send  the  other 
tables  I promised. 

I am  your  affectionate  friend  to  serve  you, 

I*’  Nkwton, 

[Copied  from  the  original  MS  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  Coll^,  Oxford.] 


No.  28.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  Xewton  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Cambridge,  April  23,  1695. 

Sir, 

I now’  send  you  the  tables  I promised.  They  arc  accurate  enough  for  computing  the  moon's 
parallax,  and  thence  her  longitude  and  latitude  from  observations.  The  little  table  of  the  equation  of 
the  moon's  jianiUax  is  founded  on  the  28th  prop,  of  the  3rd  book  of  my  Princijiles ; where  I show  tliat 
the  moon's  orb  (without  regard  to  her  eccentricity)  is  oval,  and  that  her  distance  in  cpiadratures  is 
greater  then  her  distance  in  the  octants  in  the  proportinn  of  70  to  69.  In  the  table  of  her  horizontal 
parallaxes,!  make  her  horizontal  parallax  in  the  syzygies  less  than  you  make  it  in  the  printed  tables,  by 
about  half  a minute ; and  in  the  quadratures  I make  it  lees  than  you  do  by  about  1^.  Wer^the  French 
mensuration  of  the  earth  to  be  cunBded  in  as  exact,  these  {Minllaxes  ought  to  be  still  less : but  1 am 
unwilling  to  diminish  them  any  further  as  yet.  In  computing  the  moon’s  mean  anomaly  for  finding 
her  parallax,  aiid  12  minutes  to  the  mean  motion  of  her  ajHigee.  Wlieii  I set  myself  wholly  to  cal- 
culations (as  I did  for  a time  last  autumn  and  again  since  Christmas  in  making  the  table  of  refrmc- 
tioni)  I can  endure  them  and  go  tlirough  them  well  enough.  But  when  I am  about  other  things 


* Tbit  table  it  not  found.  F.  3. 
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(as  at  preacnt)  I can  neither  6x  to  them  with  |»atience  nor  do  them  without  errnn* ; which  make# 
me  let  the  moon*s  theory  alone  at  preaent,  with  a ileaign  to  »et  to  it  again  and  go  tlirough  it  at  once. 
When  I have  your  materials  I reckon  it  will  prove  a work  of  about  three  or  four  months : and  when  1 
have  done  it  once  I would  have  done  with  it  fur  e%*er.  In  autumn,  when  I was  tracing  the  moon's 
motions  by  your  observations,  1 found  that  where  they  were  continued,  two  or  three  or  four  of  them 
would  agree  with  one  another  to  half  a minute  or  less:  and  then  would  follow  two  or  three  others 
which  would  again  agree  with  one  another,  hut  dUegtee  from  tlie  former  2 or  3 minutes ; and  whether 
to  follow  the  former  or  latter  I knew  nut,  and  su  could  nut  come  to  the  couclusiuna  I would  have  made 
by  reason  of  their  disagreement,  but  wrote  to  have  your  obfcnrationa  set  right  by  yuur  new  places 
of  the  fixed  stars.  And  I am  glad  your  work  is  now  so  far  onward. 

Upon  Mr.  Paget's  resigniuion  I understoud  that  a great  interest  had  been  made  among  the  gover- 
nors (by  the  seamen  as  I presume)  fur  a Tu^xtliau  master,  which  would  have  ruined  the  school.  To 
stop  (hat  gap,  I recommended  three  jtcraons ; and  1 believe  the  Tarjioliau  interest  struck  in  more 
readily  with  Newton  than  they'  would  have  done  with  any  Utiivcrsity  man.  Concerning  the  table  of 
refractions,  1 will  write  to  you  in  my  next.  Yourt,  1"  Newtok. 
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These  tables  are  grounded  on  the  supposition  that  the  mean  distance  of  the  moon  in  the  octants  is 
60V  semidiamctcra  of  the  earth ; and.  by  consequence,  her  horizontal  parallax  in  that  mean  distance 
51'  5"  30'".  And  that  her  mean  distance  in  the  syzvgies  is  less,  in  the  proportion  of  G9  to  C9j ; 
and  in  the  quadratures  greater,  in  the  proportion  of  10  to  69^.  And  that  her  mean  distance  in  the 
syzygies  is  to  her  greatest  and  least  distance  in  the  syzygiea,  as  1000000  to  1066850  and  933150. 
• AWf,  writUn  m /Ac  /e//<r,  Ay  ssme  with  me. 
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Ttw  Equations  of  the  Mooh*s  Apoqee;  and  the  Eccentricities  of  her  OrHtf  in  such  Parts  as 
Ike  Radius  ts  lOOOOO. 
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No.  29.) 

Letter  from  Sir  lioae  A'eictow  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

StR, 

.\pril  23,  lfi95*. 

The  table  of  the  equations  of  the  apogee  and  eccentricities  serves  for  all  the  ycar^  winter 


and  summer,  as  well  as  spring  and  autumn,  without  any  correction.  For,  the  equations  of  the 
parallax  whicb  Arise  fmm  the  earth’s  l>cing  in  its  aphcUum  or  perihelium,  can  never  amount  to  above 
three  or  four  seconds,  in  excess  or  defect;  and,  therefore,  I consider  them  not  The  actiems  of  the 
sun  for  varying  the  lunar  motions,  1 reckon  to  be  as  the  cubes  of  the  sun's  apparent  diameter;  and 
the  menstrual  equations  which  arise  from  thence  to  be  nearly  in  the  same  pro|K)rttons : but  the 
annual  ones,  and  those  of  longer  prriods,  arise  from  a mixture  of  impressions  in  suuimer  and  winter, 
spring  and  autumn,  com]M)unded  together,  and  obeerve  such  laws  as  I cannot  yet  determine.  Not 
have  I been  considering  this  point,  since  I wrote  to  you  last  aliout  it. 

The  table  of  horizontal  parallaxes  was  made  by  such  limits  as  I gathered  in  autumn  from  your 
two  first  synopses  of  observations,  I do  not  pretend  to  be  accurate  in  it.  But  what  you  object  from 
lunar  eclijwcs  overthrows  it  not.  because  these  and  the  solar  ones  disagree.  Yuu  think  to  reconcile 
them,  by  supposing  that  the  parallax  is  greater  in  the  sun’s  perigee,  less  in  his  ap«)gee : whereas 
the  contrary  is  true.  The  sun  in  his  perigee  draws  the  moon  off  from  the  earth,  and  thereby 
diminishes  her  parallax  in  winter;  ami,  on  the  contrary,  increases  it  in  summer,  though  not  sensibly. 
The  reason,  therefore,  why  the  lunar  eclipsres  make  the  parallax  greater  than  the  solar  ones  do,  is  to 
be  inquired.  One  reason  you  hint ; namely,  that  the  dilutciiess  of  the  shadow  near  the  limb  makes 
it  seem  broader  than  it  is.  Another  may  be,  that  all  the  sun’s  light  which  passes  through  the 
atmosphere  within  20  or  24  miles  of  the  earth,  is  scattered  by  the  refirattion  of  the  atmosphere,  and 
goes  not  to  the  edge  of  the  shadow.  A third  may  be,  some  mistakes  in  your  calculation.  For  you 
make  the  moon’s  mean  anom.  S*’  15°  28'  2S)",  and  thence  her  boriz.  parallax  S'?";  you 
should  have  said  (Ky  49":  for  59'  57"  is  the  parallax  agreeing  to  the  mean  anom.  4**  15°  28".  See, 
therefore,  if  there  be  not  some  such  mistake  in  your  calculations.  But  yet  if  my  table  satisfy  you 
not,  you  may  use  your  printed  one,  and  only  apply  to  U that  little  menstrual  equation  which 
I sent  you. 

As  for  the  late  election,  it  Wlongs  not  to  me  to  inquire  what  made  the  Governors  so  much  against 
Mr.  Caswell : but  now  Mr.  Newton  is  in,  the  best  way  is  to  make  the  best  of  it 

I am  your  humble  servant, 

I*  Nkwton. 

P.  S.  I suspect  that  Mr.  Caswell  put  in  too  late,  and  that  the  Governors  were  afraid  lest  that 
should  come  to  pass  which  you  tell  me  did  come  to  pass;  1 mean,  that  Mr.  Caswell,  having  another 
more  easy  ^'ay  of  living,  should,  upon  any  occasion,  be  glad  to  be  clear  of  them. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  MS,  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christ)  College,  Oxford.] 

* y»it,  written  m ike  Mier,  by  Flamtli-eil.^KtexxetA,  May  6.  1 ttippose  it  U miidated,  and  oogliit  to  hare  been 
dated  May  4th. 
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LetUrr  from  Sir  Isaac  Nciclon  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Cambridge,  June  29,  1695. 

Sir, 

I received  your  solar  tables,  and  thank  you  for  them.  But  these,  and  almost  all  your 
communications  will  be  useless  to  me,  unless  you  can  propose  some  practicable  way  or  other  of 
supplying  me  with  observations.  For  as  your  health  and  other  business  will  not  ]>cnnit  you  to 
calculate  the  moon's  places  fW>m  your  obseiAatious,  so  it  never  was  my  inclination  to  put  you  upon 
such  a task,  knowing  that  the  tedinnsness  of  such  a design  will  make  me  as  weary  with  expectation 
as  you  with  drudgery.  I want  not  your  calculations,  but  your  olwrvatinns  only.  For,  besides 
myself  and  my  servant,  Sr.  Collins  (whom  I can  employ  for  a little  money,  which  I value  not)  tcUs 
me  that  he  can  calculate  an  eclipse,  and  work  truly.  I will  therefore  once  more  propose  it  to  you, 
to  send  me  your  naked  ubscnr'alions  of  the  moon's  right  ascensions  aud  meridional  altitudes ; and 
leave  it  to  me  to  get  her  places  calculated  from  them.  If  you  like  this  pToposal.  then  pray  send  me 
6rst  your  observations  for  the  year  1692,  and  1 will  get  them  calculated,  and  send  you  a copy  of  the 
calculated  places.  But  if  you  like  it  not,  then  I desire  you  would  propose  some  other  practicable 
method  of  supplying  me  with  observations ; or  else  let  me  know  plainly  that  I must  be  content  to 
iusc  all  tlu;  time  and  pains  I have  hitherto  taken  about  the  moon's  th^ry,  and  about  the  table  of 
refractions. 

I am  glad  you  betake  yourself  to  riding  for  your  health,  rather  than  to  physic.  It  is  certainly  the 
best  and  safest  remedy  fur  an  ill  habit  of  body,  arising  from  bad  blood  in  most  cases ; and  therefore 
you  may  do  well  to  continue  it.  I am  your  humble  servant, 

1*  Newton. 

Note,  tpritUm  on  the  letter,  by  Flftmsteed.  Answered  July  the  2nd,  with  an  offer  of  the  lunar 
observations  made  with  the  sextant,  from  1679  to  1690.  Wrote  the  same  day  to  Mr.  Bossicy,  and 
sent  him  my  new  solar  tables.  [Bender  tfds  Note,  Flamsteed  has  also  wriUen  on  the  back  of  this 
letter,  the  ftatement  given  in  page  142  ; and  which  / Amv  there  incorrectly  stated  to  have  been 
written  on  the  letter  dated  Nov.  17,  1694.  F.  B.) 

[Copied  from  the  original  MS,  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christl  College,  Oxford.] 


No.  31.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  Newton  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Cambridge,  July  9,  1695. 

Sir, 

After  I had  helped  you  where  you  had  stuck  in  your  three  great  works  •,  that  of  the  theory 
of  JupiterU  satellites^,  that  of  your  catalogue  of  the  fixed  starsl,  and  that  of  calculating  the  moon’s 
pious  from  obsenudiom^,  and  in  all  these  things  freely  communicated  to  you  w hat  was  perfect  in 

[ 7V«r  art  vriSlea  <m  Skt  /tUer  Ay  FlamtSetd.] 

• 1 kfu>w  iwn  ihsc  1 itiKk  soprhers.  All  my  three  works  go  on  withmit  him. 

f An  answer  to  my  query,  wbcthsr  tbs  physics!  ports  were  sensible  in  the  satellite's  motions,  or  not.  He 
simrerrd  me  not. 

J A table  of  refractions  for  correcting  their  merid.  smith  distances. 

^ The  table  of  the  equations  of  the  apogee  and  eoccotridties,  with  that  of  horisontal  pafsllaxet,  sod  their 
correction. 


Digitized  by  Google 


158 


j4pptSDix  to  F/amjtlee(ftt  //w/ory.  [No.  31. 

it$  kinds  (so  far  as  I could  make  U)|  and  of  more  value  than  many  observaiions  *,  and  what  (in  one 
of  them)  cost  me  above  two  months*  hard  lahoff  which  I should  never  have  undertaken  but  upon 
your  account,  and  which  I told  you  I undertook  that  I mij^ht  Itave  something  to  return  you  fur  the 
observatiouB  you  tlxcit  gave  me  hopes  of,  and  yet,  when  I had  done,  saw  no  prorpecl  of  obtainiiuj 
tAmf,  or  of  getting  your  sifnopiei  reciiJiedXt  I despaired  of  compassing  Uie  moon's  theory,  and  had 
tlioughts  of  giving  it  over  as  a thing  impracticable,  and  occasionally  told  a friend  so  who  then  made 
me  a visit.  But  now  you  ulTer  nie  those  observations  which  you  maile  before  the  year  1600,  1 thank- 
fully accept  of  your  o6cr,  and  arill  get  as  many  of  tltcin  computed  as  are  sufficient  for  my  purpose  §. 
As  to  the  greatest  parallactic  equation,  I know  no  more  of  it  than  wlieu  1 wrote  to  you  last  about  it. 
It  it  but  a small  equation,  scarce  exceeding  3,  or  3,  or  at  must  4 minutes,  and  to  involved  with 
other  equations,  that  when  you  have  computed  your  30  observations,  you  will  know  no  mure  of  it 
than  at  present.  I have  no  thoughts  of  writing  about  refractions.  The  table  of  refractions  I would 
not  have  yet  communicated.  The  obaei^ations  1 shall  chiefly  want,  are  those  when  tl»e  moon's 
apogee  is  within  13  degreesof  the  seventh  degr^  of  PP,  zs,  £=■,  V3,  both  in  antecedentia  and  con- 
sequentia,  and  those  of  the  years  1687  and  1689,  when  the  a|H»gee  is  within  12  degreesof  the 
22  degree  of  SI  and  m.  I am  your  most  humble  servant, 

P'  NawTos. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.] 


No.  32.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  S'ewton  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Cambridge,  July  30,  IG9S. 

Sir, 

The  report  you  mention  was  much  against  my  mind,  and  I have  written  to  put  a stop  to 
it.  I thauk  you  for  your  communications  of  the  table  of  fixed  stars  and  your  lunar  observations. 
So  soon  as  I have  got  some  husimaa  off  my  hands,  I intend  to  get  such  of  them  calculated  as  I have 
need  of,  and  send  you  the  places.  The  moon's  mean  motion  is  not  much  amiss,  and  may  be  retained 
as  you  printed  it  till  I can  dctcnniue  it  more  exactly.  I believe  there  is  an  equation  requisite  in 
your  syzygies,  but  I am  not  yet  master  of  it.  Such  nicetia  I have  not  yet  determined,  and  you 
must  have  {mlicnce  with  me  till  I can  compass  them,  otherwise  I must  desist ; as  your  impatience 
had  once  made  me  resolve  to  do.  The  Horroxian  Theory,  by  the  table  of  ecccnlricities  and  equa- 
tions of  the  apf^ec  which  I sent  you,  never  errs  above  10  or  12  minutes ; and  so  is  twice  as  exact  as 
your  printed  tables,  which  err  sometimes  20  or  21  minutes:  but  I would  not  advise  you  to  spend 
your  time  in  calculating  by  it  till  I have  compassed  the  small  equations,  which  1 cannot  do  till  1 
luivc  observatiotu  for  a sufficient  number  of  cases.  Such  expoMtulations  or  expressions,  in  your  last 

f TXrte  m»lf»  are  wntlrm  an  the  Mfrr  by 
* Without  my  obterrmtums,  he  bad  never  found  them  out. 
t My  tickncM  hu  hindered. 

2 I have  desired  him  to  show  what  ho  thinks  faulty,  he  has  not  yet. 

4 t was  ill  all  this  summer,  and  could  not  furnish  him  as  I had  done  formerly.  He  mistook  my  iUnew  for 
desifrn.  and  wrote  this  hasty,  artifidal.  unkind,  arrogaat  letter.  Aiiiwered  ft  July  l3Ui,  and  sent  him  the  lunar 
otwerrations  from  January  to  July,  1677)  marked  N in  the  margin  of  the  book. 
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No.  3i] 


and  aomc  other  letter*  a*  tend  to  a dUfercnce,  I pa*i  by.  Pray  lake  care  of  your  health.  Dr.  Battely 
(chaplain  to  Archbiahop  Sancrof^)  was  much  troubled  with  violent  headaches,  and  found  it  a certain 
cure  to  bind  his  head  straight  with  a garter  till  the  crown  of  hia  head  was  numbed : for  thereby 
his  hca<l  was  cooled  by  retarding  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  *Tis  an  easy  remedy,  if  your  pain  be 
of  the  same  kind.  1 am  your  humble  servant, 

I*  Newton. 


[Co]>ied  from  the  oritjinal  MS,  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.] 


No.  33.)  LelUT  from  Sir  Isaac  SewUnx  to  Mr.  Ficanstecti. 

Cambridge,  July  27,  L69.V 

Sir, 

The  other  day  I had  an  excuse  scut  me  for  what  was  said  at  London  abotit  your  not  com- 
municating, and  that  the  report  should  proceed  no  further.  I am  glad  all  misunderstand  Inga  are 
composed.  I thank  you  for  your  nonagesima)  table:  I designed  to  make  such  a table,  anti  it 
saves  me  the  labor.  You  may  continue  your  ob«ervations  if  you  please  till  Octob.  lOth,  1677.  But 
I bad  rather  you  would  send  me  those  from  Aug.  24th,  IbS.*),  to  July  5th,  1686,  when  the  apheliuni 
was  in  the  same  position  as  in  the  year  1677.  For  when  I see  all  your  oltscrvations  together  in  tins 
]N>sitiDn  of  the  aphelium,  1 can  tell  better  what  to  select  for  this  case.  The  transcribing  of  these 
things  gives  your  servant  trouble  : and  for  encouraging  him  I shall  order  Will  Martin,  the  Cambridge 
carrier,  (who  lodges  every  week,  from  9 in  the  morning  on  Saturday  till  3 in  tiie  aflemouu  on  Mon* 
day,  at  the  Bull  in  Bishopsgatc-street,)  to  pay  him*.  I shall  not  have  time  to  go  through  ail  your 
observations,  but  will  send  you  the  times,  fur  which  1 would  have  them,  when  I have  done  with  these 
for  this  position  of  the  aphelium. 

I am  your  thankful,  humble  servant, 

Newton. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^inaJ  MS,  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.] 


No.  34.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  Newton  to  Mr.  Ftamsteed. 

Cambridge,  Sept.  14,  1605. 

Sir, 

When  1 received  your  last,  Mr.  Halley  was  with  me  about  a design  of  determining  llie 
orbs  of  some  cometa  for  me.  He  has  since  determined  the  orb  of  the  comet  of  1683  by  roy  theory  ; 
and  finds,  by  an  exact  calculus,  that  it  answers  all  your  observations  and  his  own  to  a minute.  I 

* Id  (he  copy  of  tkia  letter,  preserred  iu  the  BriUsk  Museum,  [Xo.  4293,  Birch's  aditOiimat  MSS,]  the  words 
/»•»  tktlhng*  appear  here,  to  which  (he  A>Uowin|f  note  is  stipended,  ris, Mr.  Flamsteed  altered  it  so  from  the 
“ word  which  is  in  Uie  original,  as  is  erideot  throo|{h  the  erasure.'*  On  mentioning  this  to  Professor 

RLgaud.  be  was  kind  enoogh  Ur  re^zatnioe  the  original  MS  letter;  and  he  informs  me  that  the  Adtowiog 
w<»rda  had  lirra  imtten  by  Newum,  but  ajlirtnrds  mnfd  tmt  Wi/A  the  pen  i vis.  **  two  shilHngs  if  you  please  to 
let  him  call  for  It."  But  that  there  is  nothing,  in  the  original,  of  any  subatitatJoD  of  gMaeas  for  shillings.  F.  B. 
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am  newly  returned  fmm  a journey  1 lately  took  into  l^ncolnahire,  and  am  going  another  journey:  su 
that  t have  not  yet  got  any  time  to  tliink  of  the  theory  of  the  moon,  nor  shall  have  leisure  for  it  this 
mouth  or  above  : which  I thought  fit  to  give  you  notice  of,  that  you  may  not  wonder  at  my  silence. 
1 hope  you  get  ground  of  your  distem|>er,  and  that  1 shall  ere  tong  hear  that  you  arc  well  recovered. 

I am  your  humble  servant, 

f*'  Nbwton. 

o«  iht  ielter  iy  FiamsU'ed.] 

Answered  Sept.  1*1.  It  commends  and  confirms  the  thconca  of  the  comets,  that  they  will  repre- 
sent exact  observations  of  them  within  a minute.  Mr.  Halley  has  set  a friend  of  mine  to  desire 
some  observations  of  the  comet  of  Uic  year  16R2  Irom  me.  If  I am  not  mistaken  I imparted  them 
to  him,  as  well  as  those  of  1653.  Whatever  he  may  say  to  you  to  the  contrary,  his  behaviour 
towards  me  has  been  the  most  impudently  and  uusratefuUy  base.  1 know  him,  and  you  do  not, 
therefore  am  rcsolvetl  to  have  no  further  concern  with  him ; but  if  you  want  any  of  that  comet,  I 
shall  give  you  them,  and  leave  to  employ  them  as  you  please. 

My  dbtemper  abates;  the  pains  of  my  hcail  arc  not  greater,  but  I am  rarely  free  from  them  but 
when  I am  travelling.  I am  setting  on  that  work  tluit  wus  interrupted  by  (hem  in  the  spring.  My 
exercise  will  devour  no  small  part  of  my  time,  and  therefore  1 shall  desire  roy  friends  to  excuse  me 
if  I answer  not  tlieir  letters  so  fully  nor  readily  as  formerly ; however,  when  you  want  more  of  my 
lunar  observations  I shall  cause  them  to  be  transcribed,  and  it  will  be  no  trouble. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  MS,  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Chrisb  College,  Oxford.] 


No.  35.)  Letfer  frxm  Ih.  Wailis  to  .>/r.  Flamsteed. 

Marston,  near  Brackley,  Northamptonshire,  May  25,  1695. 

Sir, 

I am  well  pleawnl  to  understand  by  youra  of  May  the  14th  (which  came  to  my  hands 
yesterday,  where  1 am  at  prcsetii)  that  you  arc  so  well  stored  with  observations  for  the  earth’s 
annual  parallax;  and  therefore  desire  you  will  suffer  them  to  be  matlc  public  forthwith,  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  ray  last,  which  1 need  not  repeat.  The  brisk  light  of  the  star  mentioned, 
though  small,  may  argue  it  to  Ijc  nearer  j>crhaps  than  some,  which  seem  bigger ; and  its  situation  is 
very  convenient:  yet  I would  not  have  you  neglect  the  shoulder  of  the  lesser  Bear.  Berhaps  by 
darkening  of  your  room,  you  may  gain  a sight  of  them  in  the  daytime.  I am  not  displeased  to  find 
you  distinguish  between  the  thread’s  touching  and  covering  a star;  which  seems  to  argue  they  liavc 
wime  apparent  magnitude,  contrary  to  what  some  good  ubservera  would  persuade  us.  Your  dil^tciice 
to  perfect  your  catalogue  of  fixe<l  stars  I approve  likewise ; and  your  reasons  for  it  arc  goo*l.  Yet  1 
would  not  have  you  delay  that  of  the  i)arallax ; for,  the  observations  being  already  made,  it  will 
require  no  great  time  to  digest  them ; and  if  you  think  that  lilUc  time  may  not  be  spared  for  it,  be 
pleased  to  furnish  us  with  materials,  and  either  Mr.  Caswell  or  1 will  help  to  digest  them  for  you : 
and  if  you  be  excluded  elsewhere,  we  will  Uke  care  to  have  them  printed  at  Oxford.  You  arc  to 
be  careful  also  (in  so  nice  a point)  that  the  motion  iu  longitude  (as  it  is  wont  to  be  called)  of  the 
fi.xed  stars  do  not  un|x)cc  upon  you ; and  that  some  very  small  vaiiatiun  of  the  racusuriug  thread  may 
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DOt  deceive  you.  I could  suggest  some  other  things  in  order  to  this  ptrtllax,  which  I may  hereafter 
do  at  leisure  i but  1 would  not  divert  you  from  what  U before  you.  I am,  Sir, 

Your  friend  to  aerve  you, 

John  Wallis. 

[Extracted  from  the  General  Zh’cf^ory,  Article  “ WsUia.*’] 


No.  36.)  Leiter  from  Dr.  WallU  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Oxford,  Aug.  13,  1698. 

Sia, 

I have  understood  from  Mr.  Caswel,  a good  while  since,  that  you  had  very  considerable 
observations  (for  divers  years  together)  to  prove  a parallax  of  the  fixed  stars  to  the  earth’s  annual 
orb.  I have  desired  Mr.  Caswcl  to  press  you  to  let  us  have  an  account  of  them,  so  as  to  have  them 
published.  I do  again  request  it  of  you,  and  hope  you  will  not  refuse  it.  I am  now  drawing  toward 
an  end  of  publishing  a third  volume  of  Mathematical  Tracts,  wherein  will  be  a collection  of  letters 
relating  to  such  matters.  If  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  draw  up  those  observations  in  form  of  a 
letter  to  me,  (or  to  whom  else  you  please,)  and  to  let  me  have  it,  I will  (with  yow  leave)  publish 
it  amongst  those  letters.  The  thing  will  l>c  an  honour  to  you  and  to  our  nation.  I know  your 
hands  arc  full  of  other  work;  but  I hope  you  may  spare  so  much  time  as  to  draw  up  such  a letter 
ill  Latin,  and  I will  take  upon  myself  the  trouble  of  seeing  it  printed  here : and  you  shall  commaml 
from  me  the  employing  of  as  much  time  to  sene  you  in  what  way  you  shall  propose  to  me.  But 
pray  let  it  be  done  quickly,  lest  it  cumc  too  late.  Tis  pity  you  should  lose  Che  honour  of  beipg  the 
first  who  hath  made  such  a discover)'.  I am,  Sir,  yours  to  serve  you, 

John  Wallis. 

[Extracted  from  the  General  Dictionary^  Article  **  Wallis.’*] 


No.  37. ) Letter  from  Dr.  Wailii  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Oxford,  Aug.  26,  1698. 

Sia, 

Yours  of  August  23rd  1 received,  this  morning.  I am  glad  you  are  inclinable  to  drew  up 
those  obscrvalions  of  yours  concerning  the  parallax  of  the  earth’s  annual  orb.  The  time  you  men- 
tion will,  I believe,  l>e  soon  enough ; for  I 6nd  our  printcni  more  slow  than  1 could  wish.  I saw 
your  letter  to  Mr.  Caswel,  with  which  I was  pleased,  I think  so  much  of  it  as  concerns  the  recti- 
fying of  your  instrument  may  be  sjiared.  It  will  l>c  sufficient  to  give  us  the  ohservutiuns,  as  (hey 
would  have  appt-ari'd  if  the  instrament  had  been  rectified;  and  as  to  the  rectifying  of  your  instru- 
ment, we  may  trust  you.  Nor  will  it  be  necessary  to  give  a large  account  of  the  form  of  your  instru- 
ment; it  will  he  sufficient  to  say  it  is  a mural  q\iadraiit,  or  larger  arch  fixed  to  a wall  in  the  plane 
of  the  meridian,  and  furnished  with  telescopic  sights,  such  as  to  distinguish  a very  small  arch  of  a 
few  seconds ; for  I think  this  is  the  case.  And  then  that  (the  position  and  siglits  of  the  instrument 
being  duly  rectified)  the  observations  were  such  as  tliere  set  down.  A more  large  account  of 
particulars  may  afterwards  be  done  at  leisure,  with  more  observations  to  be  henceforth  made;  but  1 
am  willing  that  at  least  a short  account  be  given  of  the  obscrvaliuns  you  have,  to  pmcrv'c  the  me- 
mory and  reputation  of  it  to  yourself,  as  the  first  who  have  etTectually  discovered  it.  The  letter  lu 
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Mr.  Cuwcl  (if  I do  not  misremembcr)  givet  but  the  ob«cr\'ationR  of  one  rear;  but  intimate  more 
to  have  been  made  in  cmihrmation  of  it.  It  is  not  neceseary  that  the  parallax  of  other  itart  ahouhl 
joally  agree  Co  that  of  the  polar;  for  we  are  not  preaume  that  tbm*  be  alt  at  an  equal  distance 
from  US : some  may  possibly  have  a discernible  parallax,  and  others  not.  The  greater  itars  may 
be  reasonably  thought  (but  we  are  not  sure)  to  l>e  nearest,  and  those  nearest  to  ihc  pole  of  the 
zodiac  most  liable  to  a parallax.  But  if  it  can  be  discerned  in  any,  it  is  a dvmuTistration  of  tbr 
earth’s  motion.  1 am,  Sir,  yours  to  serve  you, 

John  Wallis. 

[Extracted  from  the  Gewrai  Diciionanfy  Article  “ Wallis.**] 


No.  38.)  Leittr  fwtn  Mr.  Flamsited  to  Afr.  Colson. 

The  Observatory , October  10,  1698. 

Sir, 

Mistakes  and  misapprehensions  cause  mure  differences  in  the  world  than  malicious  reports. 
My  servant  James  is  guilty  of  them  frequently,  and  I am  afraid  of  no  small  one:  he  brought  in  a 
report  from  you,  he  told  me  that  both  you  and  Colonel  Bruce  Udd  him  that  Mr.  Newton  had  per- 
fected the  theory  of  the  moon  from  Afr.  Hollers  ohservatiom,  and  imparted  it  to  him,  with  kavc  to 
publish  It ; and  that  Mr.  Halley  would  publish  it  in  a short  lime.  Sir,  I can  scarcely  believe  that 
Mr.  Halley,  however  indiscreet,  could  be  the  author  of  this  rc|«»rt;  since  he  has  seen  a synopaia  of 
159  observed  places  of  the  moon  with  her  calculated  placca,  and  the  elements  of  the  calculation,  all 
done  by  niy  own  hand,  and  knows  1 impartcil  them  with  as  many  more  as  made  them  above  200  to 
Mr.  Newton ; and  that  there  is  a very  fair  correspondcuce  kept  up  between  us  for  this  purpose ; 
and  some  have  been  given  him  very  lately.  But  to  clear  you  wholly,  and  take  off  all  occasions  of 
your  injuring  cither  Mr.  Newton  or  me  by  spreading  this  or  the  like  false  stories  for  the  future,  I 
must  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Newton  assures  me  be  has  not  imparted  )us  lunar  thenry  to  Mr.  Hallcv, 
(so  that  all  he  knows  of  it  must  be  only  collected  from  discourse  he  has  had  with  him,)  nor  mcHe 
use  of  one  of  Mr.  Halleys  otsercalions  in  rectifying  of  it.  Tike  reasons  1 shall  tell  you  when  I 
see  you. 

1 suspect,  therefore,  there  is  some  mistake  in  my  servant’s  relation  of  what  you  and  the  Colonel 
told  him:  and,  to  prevent  any  ill  consequcncea  of  it,  desire  you  would  let  me  know  the  truth  of  it, 
by  a line  or  two  from  your  own  hand. 

I would  not  injure  Mr.  Halley  cither  with  Mr.  Newton  (on  whom  I know  he  has  a dei)emlence) 
Dor  the  Colonel  (by  whom  he  may  make  some  advantage):  ibciefore  when  I found  Mr.  Newton 
roncemed  at  the  report,  (which  I gave  in  near  as  few  words  as  1 have  wrote  it,)  I added  no  more, 
hut  that  I wondered  why  or  by  whom  it  should  be  spread.  Nor  would  1 write  to  the  Colonel,  nor 
had  to  you,  but  that  I find  my  servant  discoursed  to  you  on  his  own  head,  and  omitted  what  I 
chiefly  enjoined  him,  which  1 have  marked  before  w ith  a Hue  underneath*.  You  may  now  Itclieve 
aa  you  please,  but  pray  report  nothing  further  in  this  affair  but  what  you  know  to  be  tnic.  Mr, 
Newton’s  theory,  wheu  perfected,  nmst  needs  agree  with  my  olnervations,  since  it  is  built,  he 
freely  owns,  upon  them  ami  his  doctrine  of  gravitation  : and  the  one  without  the  other  will  not  do 
the  business;  but  both  together  will,  aa  he  says  himself.  Mr,  Halley’s  could  be  of  no  use  to  him, 

* Hicsc  wurdt  are  primed  in  italics.  F.  B. 
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because  he  used  the  Tychonic  places  of  the  6xed  stars  to  rectify  and  state  the  moons  by : the  Hcrelian 
were  not  extant,  and  had  they  been  published,  they  were  got  with  plain  sights. 

I shall  make  a new  table  of  refractions  for  the  Colonel  in  a day  or  two  on  a true  theory.  I hare 
not  leave  to  impart  Mr.  Newton’s ; and  I believe  he  will  ace  cause  to  withdraw  it.  I intend  to  be 
in  London,  God  willing,  on  Friday  next,  but,  the  days  being  short,  I shall  not  have  leisure  to  see 
the  Colonel  at  your  house.  I shall  be  at  Garraway's  betwixt  one  and  two.  If  you  come  dowm 
hither  in  the  mean  time  let  it  not  be  on  Wednesday,  for  I have  company  that  day ; at  any  other  you 
shall  be  welcome  to  Your  friend  and  servant, 

T.  Flaustked,  M.R. 

To  Mr.  Colson,  Teacher  of  Mathematics,  at  his  house 
in  Goodman's-fields,  London. 

[Copied  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  1 1.] 


No.  39.)  Letter  from  fh.  Watlig  to  Mr.  Flamiired. 

Oxford,  November  the  8th,  1698. 

Sin, 

I am  entering  upon  the  printing  of  some  Latin  Jjetlen  in  an  Appendix  to  a third  wtvme 
of  mine,  which  hath  been  now'  in  the  press  for  some  years;  amongst  which  1 would  be  glad  of  yonra 
cuuceming  Uie  parallax  of  the  pole-star.  Mr.  Caswel  tells  me  it  will  contain  your  ob8er\'alions 
thereof  fur  seven  years.  I desire  I may  have  it  by  the  end  of  this  month,  that  it  may  not  come  too 
late ; for  we  are  now  drawing  to  an  end.  1 think  you  need  not  incumber  it  with  those  particulars 
which  relate  to  the  rectifying  of  your  instrument,  but  give  us  the  olmcrvations  as  they  would  a]tpear, 
supposing  the  inairuincnt  so  recU6ed.  It  will,  I think,  be  not  to  your  disadvantage  to  have  it  there ; 
and  it  will  he  to  the  reputation  of  our  nation  to  be  the  first  that  have  been  able  to  make  out  the 
parallax.  I am,  Sir,  yours  to  serve  you, 

JouK  Wallis. 

[ICxtractcd  from  the  General  Dictionaryf  Article  “ Wallis.”) 


No.  40.)  Letter  from  Dr.  Walli$  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Oxford,  Ucccmhcrthe  lOth,  1698. 

Sir, 

1 have  huished  tiie  translation  of  your  letter  into  Latin  some  while  since.  I find  nothing 
of  it  but  what  is  fit  to  be  published,  and  theiefore  leave  out  nothing  of  it  I sent  you  the  two  first 
sheets  of  it  by  Dr.  Gregory,  who  said  he  should  sec  yon,  and  would  give  them  to  you.  If  you  desire 
( should  send  you  the  tliird  ehoct,  it  shall  be  done.  I am  well  satisfied  with  it,  and  think  it  pmper 
tliat  the  English  letter  be  published  in  the  Transatiiont ; for  it  well  deserves  a place  there:  and 
to  that  end  I shall  return  you  the  English  letter,  when  you  give  me  order  so  to  do.  But  I would 
advise  that  it  be  printed  at  Oxford,  (as  in  such  cases  is  sometimes  done,)  that  I may  see  to  its  being 
correctly  printed ; for  I find  the  correctors  of  the  preag  in  London  are  apt  to  mistake  in  things 
mathematical.  Meanwhile,  I desire  you  will  look  carefully  to  the  numbers,  that  they  be  truly 
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vkritten,  and  then  return  me  the  tiro  aheeU  I have  aent  you;  particularly  m the  tenth  collation,  (if  1 
do  not  miaremember,)  where  1 think  you  subtract  instead  of  adding  it 

I am,  youra  to  aerve  you, 

JooN  WaUJS. 

[Extracted  from  the  Geru^ai  Dictionary^  Article  “ Wallia.”] 


No.  41.)  Letter  from  Dt.  Waiiis  to  Mr.  Flanuteed. 

Oxford,  December  the  28th,  1698. 

Sir, 

I received  on  Monday  last,  December  the  26th,  your  letter  of  December  the  24th,  and  the 
)>acket  of  j»a])er8  directed  to  me,  of  which  I shall  lake  care : and  at  the  same  time  1 received  another 
letter  from  one  in  London,  which  desires  me  not  to  print  any  paragraph  of  your  letter,  which  apeaka 
of  your  giving  to  Mr.  Newton  nbaervations  of  the  moon.  He  ia  a friend  to  both  of  you  ; but  he 
doth  not  give  me  his  reasons  why.  I thought  best  to  acquaint  you  with  it,  and  desire  your  advice 
upon  it.  If  you  order  me  to  leave  out  that  paragraph,  [and  Uie  next  which  follows,  about  your  two 
friends  in  the  north,  of  a like  nature,)  instead  thereof  I was  thinking  (if  you  like  it)  to  put  this : — 
AUaque  inUrrvenerunt  ne^tia  {qua  nu«r  narrare  non  esi  opus)  quibus  desiinehar  ne  potuerim 
isH  ret  vacaro ; ai/pte  {inter  aiia)  ut  amids  aliquot^  id  Jfa^tantibus,  ejrhiberem  planelarum 
(Sofurm,  yonr,  el  Luna)  hca  piurima  ex  observatis  meit  caieuto  deprompta.  Qua  moneo,  ne 
putes  negiiqeniia  defidiace  mea  imputamlumf  quod  non  cilius  huic  operi  me  accingerim : which 
I think  may  serve  your  turn  as  well.  And  toward  the  b^inning,  where  you  speak  of  Riccioli,  I 
think  it  not  amiss  to  add  : Idemque  quesli  runf  aiii  {hoc  esl  praterilo  secuh)  jmt  receptam  hypo- 
Ihesin  Copernicanam.  I do  not  think  of  making  any  other  considerable  variation  from  your 
copy  as  It  ia  now  sent,  otherwise  than  as  to  prepare  it  for  the  printer:  but  (because  you  omit  the 
time  in  the  date)  1 shall  supply  December  the  2nd.  1608,  or  what  other  time  you  shall  ap(>oiut. 

I am,  Sir,  youra  to  serve  you, 

John  Wallis. 

[Afote  tmt/cfi  on  the  abore  by  Flamsteed.] 

You  say  Dr.  Gregory  ia  a friend  to  both  of  us.  I much  doubt  it.  Had  He  been  my  friend,  he 
would  have  sent  me  word  that  ^urngraph  would  displease  Mr.  Newton.  A letter  would  have  come 
hither,  and  an  answer  have  ^ne  back,  in  almost  as  little  time  as  one  goes  from  London  to  Oxford. 
It  ia  much  to  be  suspected  he  is  only  Mr.  Newtuu*s  friend  for  Mr.  Montague's  sake  : since  hia  ooun> 
irymcn  gave  out  formerly,  that  he  had  found  abundant  errors  in  hia  Prindpias  now  that  Mr. 
Newton  gave  them  to  him.  To  deal  plainly  with  you,  his  friends  resort  to  Hinduuirsli’s  shop,  in 
(kimhill ; and  who  they  arc  you  may  easily  be  informed,  even  at  Oxford. 

That  I was  at  London  the  Friday  they  arrived,  and  tlie  following.  That  I wrote  to  Mr.  Newtoti 
on  Monday,  and  sent  him  an  account  of  what  Dr.  Gregory  wrote  to  Dr.  Wallis ; as  also  the  para* 
graph  of  roy  letter,  which  Dr.  Greg<»ry  would  suppress.  That  receiving  no  answer  by  Thursday 
ntoniiug,  I then  wrote  to  him  again  for  one.  That  since  he  takes  no  notice  of  my  letter,  I conclude 
I need  not  lake  notice  of  Dr.  Gregory’s,  nor  you  neither,  and  therefore  think  you  need  not  alter  the 
paragraph  at  all.  Dr.  Gregory  is  a friend  of  Mr.  Halley,  though  he  was  hii  competitor;  but  1 per- 
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cove,  by  thi»  tnnuction,  he  i«  no  friend  of  mine : though  I shewed  him  more  friendship  than  he 
could  reaaoQtbly  espect  on  that  occasion,  and  Mr.  Halley  aa  much  enmity.  But  he  thinks  Mr. 
Halley  has  an  interest  in  Mr.  Nenton,  and  therefore  is  become  hie  friend,  and  takes  the  same 
courses  Halley  did  to  ingratiate  with  him,  whose  favor  may  be  of  use  to  him  with  Mr.  Montague. 

[Extracted  from  the  General  Dietimary,  Article  “ Wallis.”] 


No.  42.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Isaac  Sewion. 

The  Observatory,  December  29,  1698. 

Sir, 

I have  examined  the  times  of  the  determined  right  ascensions,  and  distances  d pofo,  of  the 
moon’s  limbs,  which  I gave  you  when  you  were  last  here  : and  find  them  all  just,  aave  the  second, 
April  25,  1695;  which  makes  18*^  38"^  V",  and  they  are  all  fit  for  use. 

In  a letter  of  yours,  of  April  23,  1695,  you  gave  me  a new  table  of  the  equations  of  the  apogee, 


wherein  you  made 

The  greatest  equation,  near  . . . 12**  1(K| 

The  greatest  eccentricity  ....  66850 

The  least  do.  ...  . 43566 

The  greatest  horizontal  parallax  of  the  moon  . 61'  37" 

The  least  do.  . . 55'  5" 

The  diminution  of  this  parallax  in  the  least  distance  46 

„ in  the  greatest  do.  . 53 


In  the  same  letter,  you  direct  to  add  12'  0"  to  my  place  of  the  apogee.  In  some  others,  you  make 
the  greatest  physical  parts  13' ; the  mean  variation  35'^. 

You  add  2'  nearly  to  the  moon’s  mean  motions;  which  I 6nd  the  observations  in  the  synopsis 
required. 

I give  you  this  brief  of  your  communications  already  made,  lest  you  should  have  forgot  what  1 had 
in  my  hands  already ; and  put  yourself  to  a nceilleas  trouble  of  causing  them  to  be  copied  over  again. 
If  you  have  made  any  alterations  in  these,  or  any  atlditions  to  the  theory,  that  will  make  the  numbers 
answer  my  observations  better,  you  will  oblige  me  if,  at  your  leisure,  you  will  please  to  impart  them 
to,  Sir,  your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

John  FLAMSTesD,  M.R. 

P.S.  In  your  letter,  you  say,  these  corrections  will  answer  all  my  observations  within  10  minutes. 
Mr.  Halley  bouts  that  those  ymi  have  given  liim  will  represent  them  within  2 or  3,  or  nearer.  I 
wish  you  many  happy  years.  J.  F. 

To  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Warden  of  the  Mint, 
at  bis  house  in  Jermyn  Street,  near  St.  James’s,  London. 

[A'bfe,  written  by  Flamsteed^  in  the  margin  of  Ike  6ooA.j 

Mr.  Newton  came  to  sec  me  Sunday,  December  4th,  in  the  time  of  evening  service.  I imparted 
to  him  the  right  ascensions,  and  distances  from  the  pole,  of  the  moon’s  limbs  calculated  in  my  5th 
book  of  calculations  [MSS,  vol.  55]  page  183:  but,  not  having  examined  the  times,  1 told  him  U 
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could  nut  assume  tlwy  were  inily  stated  by  my  serrant,  James.  Having  since  examined  them>  I 
wrote  this  letter  on  the  uccasiun,  and  «ul  it  December  29th. 

Since  this  was  wrote,  I find  45"  ought  to  be  added  to  the  distancea  of  the  moon's  limbs  from  the 
pole ; which  I was  not  then  aware  of.  I ac({uainted  him  there  was  a further  fault  in  them,  when  I 
was  last  with  him.  He  is  reserved  to  me,  contrar)'  to  bis  promise.  1 lie  under  no  obligation  to  lie 
open  to  him. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vul.  33,  page  12,  numbered  from  the  end.] 


No.  43.)  Letter  from  Sir  isaae  A'wton  to  Mr.  Flwnrteefi. 

Jermyn  Street,  Jan.  6,  1698-9. 

SlH, 

Upon  hearing  occasionally  that  you  had  sent  a letter  to  Dr.  Wallis  about  the  parallax  of 
the  fixed  stars  to  be  printed,  and  that  you  had  mentioned  therein  with  respect  to  the  theory  of  the 
moon,  1 was  concerned  to  be  publicly  brought  upon  the  stage  about  what,  perhaps,  will  never  be 
fitted  for  the  public,  and  thereby  the  world  put  into  an  cxficctation  of  what,  perhaps,  they  are  never 
like  to  have*.  I do  not  love  to  be  printed  upon  every  occasion,  much  less  to  be  dunned  and  teased 
by  foreigners  about  mathematical  things,  or  to  be  thought  by  our  own  people  to  be  trifling  away  my 
time  about  them,  when  I should  be  about  the  King's  business  f.  And,  therefore,  I desired  Dr. 
(iregnry  to  write  to  Dr.  Wallis  against  printing  that  clause  which  related  to  that  theory,  and  men- 
tioned me  about  it.  You  may  let  the  world  know,  if  you  please.,  how  well  you  arc  stored  with 
observations  of  all  sorts,  and  what  calculations  you  hare  made  towards  rectifying  the  theories  of  the 
heavenly  motions  $.  But  there  may  be  cases  wherein  your  friends  should  not  be  published  without 
their  leave:  and  therefore  I hope  you  will  so  order  the  matter  that  I may  not,  on  this  occaaion, 
lie  brought  upon  the  stage§.  I am  your  hun^blc  servant, 

Newtom. 

[Copied  from  the  origituU  MS,  in  the  Library  of  Corpus  Christi  Collt^,  Oxford.] 

[Four  SoteSf  'iiriUen  on  the  letter,  by  Flamsteed."] 

* When  Mr.  Halley  boasts  *tis  done,  and  given  him  as  a secret:  tells  the  Society  so,  and 
foreigners.  Sec  Mr.  Colson's  letter  to  me. 

t Was  Mr.  Newton  a trijfer^  when  he  read  mathematics  fur  a salary  at  Cambridge?  Surely, 
astronomy  is  of  some  good  use,  though  his  place  be  more  beneficial. 

{ I know  what  to  do  without  telling. 

§ Where  persons  think  too  well  of  themselves  to  acknowledge  they  are  beholden  to  those  who 
have  furnished  them  with  the  feathers  they  pride  themselves  in  : when  they  have  great  fr.  &C. 


No.  44.) 


Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  Wallis. 

Tlie  Observatory,  January  7,  1698-9. 


iioNOREU  Sir, 

Though  yours  of  the  28lh  arrived  here  on  Friday  was  seven  nights,  yet,  being  then 
at  London,  I received  it  not  till  my  return  home  on  Saturday  night.  1 wondered  to  find  by  it  that  Dr. 
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Gregorr  should  concern  himself  sny  further  with  my  letter  about  the  parallax  of  the  polar  star  than 
only  to  traiutnil  it ; had  be  been  my  friend  oa  you  suppose  him,  he  might  as  easily  have  wrote  to 
me  to  advise  me  to  alter  that  paragraph  os  to  you  to  auppreae  it.  The  |)enny  post  comes  Mtnelhing 
sooner  than  the  general  post  does  to  Oxford.  1 fear  you  mistake  him  much : his  friends  are  neither 
friends  to  you  nor  me ; they  resort  commonly  to  Mr.  Himlmarsh*s,  s bookseller’s  shop  in  Comhill ; 
and  who  they  are  you  may  learn  at  Oxford. 

The  truth  is,  the  Doctor  is  suing  for  the  muUicmatical  tutorship  to  the  young  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
who  will  not  have  occasion  fur  a tutor  in  mathematics  this  4 or  5 yeara : he  knows  I was  nameil 
for  that  employ  when  the  settling  of  his  household  was  first  discoursed  of,  and  that  I have  an  intr> 
rest  though  I do  not  look  after  it,  for  reasons  not  to  be  recited  in  this  letter.  He  hopes  to  gain  it  by 
his  interest  with  the  Uishop  of  Salisbury,  and  that  Mr.  Newton  may  be  of  good  use  to  him  by  pro- 
curing him  the  favor  of  Mr.  Montague.  Fur  this  reason  he  has  taken  the  occasion  to  ingratiate 
with  Mr.  Newton,  by  suggesting  I have  wTotc  somethiug  tliat  may  derogate  from  him  : but  I am  apt 
to  believe  that  he  will  rather  injure  than  help  himself  by  this  piece  of  flattery. 

Fur  Mr.  Newton  owns  not  only  the  150  lunar  observatiuus  1 fitted  him  with,  to  examine  whether 
the  moon’s  motions  answered  those  he  thought  she  ought  to  have  by  the  laws  of  gravitation  ; but 
moreover,  that  he  has  made  use  of  no  observations  hut  mine  in  rectifying  of  her  theory.  He  vindi- 
cates me  from  the  suggestions  of  those  of  Dr.  Gregory's  friends  and  part)’,  and  does  me  justice 
whenever  any  occasion  offers.  So  that  I ora  apt  to  believe  tlml  Dr.  Gregory's  letter  was  hia  own 
contrivance  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Newton,  who  cannot  be  offended  at  the  mention  of  150 
observations  imparted  to  him ; aince  1 have  accummodaled  him  with  os  many  as  would  make  up 
300,  bother  with  IQO  at  least  of  the  superior  planets  1?  and  ^,and  about  100  of  rcfiractions; 
liesidcB  my  observations  of  comets  and  the  diameters  of  the  planets,  of  w hich  notliing  is  said  in  tluit 
epistle,  lest  I should  scent  to  boast. 

This  I have  said  to  Mr.  Newton  in  a letter  1 wrote  to  liim  last  Monday  moniing.  1 expected  an 
answer  on  Thursday : and  none  coming,  wrote  to  him  then  again  to  desire  him  to  let  roe  know 
whether  w hat  Dr.  Gregory  had  wrote  to  you  was  by  bis  direction  or  noti  and  liaviug  no  return  con- 
clude he  thinks  not  fit  to  take  notice  of  it,  or  that  he  is  ttot  in  town.  1 think  it  concerns  not  Dr. 
Gregory  to  have  been  thus  busy,  and  that  neither  you  nor  I might  to  take  any  more  notice  of  it  than 
Mr.  Newton  docs;  and,  therefore,  you  may  please  to  let  that  paragraph,  and  the  next,  stand  as  it 
is,  without  alteration.  But  as  for  what  you  think  fit  to  add  at  the  beginning,  1 am  obliged  to  you 
for  the  intimation  : you  may  add  it  if  you  jdcasc.  I approve  it. 

Only  I desire  you  that  hereafter  you  acquaint  not  Dr.  Gregory  with  anything  that  passes  betwixt 
you  and  me : that  so  he  may  have  no  opportunity  of  making  friends  against  me  at  my  cost.  Mr. 
Caswell  is  a very  honest  as  well  as  a veiy  ingenious  persou,  and  scums  flattery  and  baseness.  We 
have  been  long  friends : you  need  cot  be  so  reserved  on  his  account.  You  may  im|mrt  your  mind 
to  him  in  anytiiing  that  concerns  me  : he  will  write  to  me  and  save  you  the  labor. 

I beg  your  paitlon  for  the  length  of  tliis  letter.  I hare  only  to  add,  that  my  observations  lie  the 
King  and  nation  in  more  than  ^5000,  and  myself  in  ^^1000,  out  of  my  own  pocket  to  build  my 
instruments  and  hire  assistance.  1 have  suffered  much  in  my  health  by  my  night  labors:  the  pains 
1 have  employed  iu  calculations  have  been  inconceivable : all  tlic  rccumpmse  I expect  is  acknow- 
ledgment of  my  industry ; which  those  that  would  deprive  roe  of,  at  the  same  time  arc  unjust  to  our 
natiou  as  well  as  injurious  to  me.  The  Doctor,  I am  apt  to  think,  is  nut  su  much  displeased  at  that 
paragraph,  as  at  the  whole  letter ; which  he  fears  may  contribute  to  undeceive  some  people  that  hod 
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uken  up  falie  notions  of  me  from  the  miarepreBeDtations  of  his  party ; and  may  do  me  too  great 
heed  to  the  prejudice  of  his  pretenaiuns.  1 hare  never  yet  opposed  him : but  if  he  takes  these 
ways  of  making  friends,  he  must  expect  that  1 shall  take  notice  of  it.  Be  be  what  he  mill,  I shall 
ever  be  what  1 ought,  that  is,  Sir,  your  obliged  and  moat  humble  servant, 

JOHH  Flahstcbd,  M.R. 


To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wallis,  at  his  house  in  Oxford. 


[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  13,  numbered  from  the  em/.] 


No.  45.) 


Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  H'atlis. 


The  Obaervatory,  January  10,  1698-9. 


Honored  Sir, 

Yesterday  I received  a very  artificial  letter  from  Mr.  Newton.  It  bad  been  3 daja 
in  coming  from  Jcrmyn-etrect  by  the  general  post ; I am  sorry  it  arrived  not  anoner,  for  then  it 
had  saved  me  the  labor  of  contradicting  mine  the  last  Saturday.  To  oblige  Dr.  Gregory,  Mr. 
Newton  will  not  approve  of  that  paragraph,  and  gives  me  rcasous  for  it,  such  as  they  are.  I have 
answered  him  this  afremoon  : but,  at  the  same  time,  desire  you  to  alter  the  offensive  innocent  para- 
graph as  you  intimated ; so  as  you  think  it  will  give  no  offence,  and  as  you  wrote  it  in  your  last  of 
December  the  2Bth.  I should  be  glad  to  know  of  you  (or  Mr.  Caswell  by  your  order)  what  for- 
wardness the  volume  of  letters  is  in,  and  when  we  may  expect  it  extant.  I shall  send  him  a copy 
both  of  Mr.  Newton’s  letter  and  my  answer,  by  the  next  post,  or  next  but  one.  My  servant  is 
absent;  so  I have  nobody  to  transcribe  it  I hope  now  all  the  trouble.  I>r.  Gregory's  officious 
flattery  has  caused,  is  over;  and  that  you  W'ill  remember  bereafrer  not  to  commit  anything  to  his 
hands  for  me,  but  it  shall  be  scaled  up  in  a cover.  Excuse  me,  and  assure  yourself  I am  always. 
Honorable  Sir,  your  affectionate  servant, 


J.  Flamsteed. 


To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wallis,  at  his  house  in  Oxford. 


I think  ymir  altcratiun  is  thus  :->Aliaq  interrcncrunt  negotia  (qme  nunc  narrare  nec  est  opus) 
quibtu  distinebar  ne  potnerim  isti  rei  vacarc;  atq  inter  alia  ut  amicis  aliquot  id  efflagilantibus  exhi- 
l>erum  planriarum  Satumi  Jovis  Martis  loca  plurima  turn  ex  ohser\’Btiunihus  meis  turn  e tabulis 
caleulo  dcprompia.  Qu®  raoneo  ne  putes  ncgligentiae  desidiseve  meac  imputandum  quod  non  citiua 
huic  operi  me  ao;inxcrim. 


[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol,  33,  page  15,  numbered  from  the  end.] 


No.  46.)  Letter  from  Afr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Isaac  AVtrfon, 

January  10,  1698-9. 

Sir, 

Yours  dated  Jermyn-street  January  6th,  arrived  here  last  night,  the  9th,  with  the  General 
Post  mark  and  charge  upon  it,  as  if  it  had  come  from  some  place  less  than  80  miles  remote  from 
London.  1 waited  for  it  from  tlie  2nd  to  the  7th  instant,  Saturday  night ; and  then  wrote  to  Dr. 
Wallis,  that  I thought  he  needed  not  take  any  notice  of  Dr.  Gregory's  letter  to  him,  to  forbear  printing 
that  clause  in  nunc  wherein  I had  mentioned  you,  since  you  took  no  notice  of  two  of  mine  I had 
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wrote  to  you  that  week,  coocerniug  it,  which  made  me  think,  you  thought  it  not  worth  your  while 
to  concern  yourself  about  it.  Now  I find  you  did  desire  Dr.  Gregory  to  write  so  to  him,  I shall 
write  to  him  myself  to  alter  that  passage,  so  as  he  was  advised,  and  so  as  I believe  you  wilt  find  no 
just  cause  of  offence  in  it : my  letter  goes  to  him  this  night,  the  altered  ^nragraph  you  have  at  the 
foot  of  this  letter  *. 

1 did  not  think  I could  have  disobliged  you,  by  letting  tlie  world  know  th(U  the  King’s  Obser- 
vatory had  furnished  you  will)  150  places  of  the  moon,  derivcrl  from  obscrvaliuns  here  made,  and 
compared  with  tables ; in  order  tu  correct  her  theory : since  (not  to  seem  to  boast)  I said  nothii^ 
<if  what  more  it  has  furnished  you  freely  with.  As  I had  leisure,  and  Mr.  Halley  has  not  stuck  to 
tell  it  abroad,  both  at  iKc  Society  and  elsewhere,  that  you  hud  completed  her  llieoiy,  and  given  it  to 
him  as  a secret,  I could  not  thiuk  you  would  be  unwilling  our  nation  sliould  have  the  honor  of 
furnishing  you  with  so  many  and  good  observations  for  this  work,  as  were  not  (I  speak  it  without 
boasting)  to  be  had  elsewhere:  or  tliat  it  should  be  said  you  were  about  a new  work,  which  othem 
said  you  had  perfected.  [ thought  not  it  could  be  any  diminution  to  you,  since  you  pretend  not  to 
be  an  observer  yourself.  I tliuuglit  it  might  give  some  (leople  a better  notion  of  what  was  doing 
here,  than  had  been  impressed  upon  them  by  others,  whom  (5od  foigivc.  You  will  pardon  me  this 
freedom,  and  excuse  me  when  I tell  you,  if  foreigners  come  and  trouble  you  it  is  not  my  fault,  but 
those  who  think  to  recommend  themselves  to  you,  by  advancing  tlic  fame  of  your  works  as  much  as 
they  possibly  can.  I have  sometimes  told  some  ingenious  men,  that  more  time  and  observations  are 
required  to  perfect  the  theory ; but  I found  it  was  represented  as  a little  piece  of  detraction,  which  1 
hate,  and  therefore  was  forced  to  be  silent.  I wonder  that  hints  should  drop  from  your  pen,  as  if 
you  looked  on  my  business  as  trijting ; you  thought  it  not  so,  surely,  when  you  resided  at  Cambridge : 
its  property  is  not  altered : 1 think  it  has  pnxluced  something  considerable  already,  and  may  do 
more,  if  I can  but  procure  help  to  work  up  the  observations  I have  under  my  hands,  which  it  was 
one  of  the  designs  of  my  to  Dr,  Wallis  to  move  for.  i doubt  not  but  it  will  be  of  some  use  (o 
our  ingenious  trai'cUers  and  sailors  \ and  other  persons  that  come  aAer  me,  will  think  their  time  a« 
little  mispeut  in  these  studies,  as  tlinsc  did  that  have  gone  before  me.  The  works  of  the  Eternal 
Providence  I hope  will  be  a little  better  understood  through  your  labours  tnd  mine,  than  they  were 
formerly.  Think  me  not  proud  for  this  expression;  I look  on  pride  as  the  worst  of  sins:  humility 
as  the  greatest  virtue.  This  makes  me  exciue  small  faults  in  all  mankind,  hear  great  injuries  without 
resentment,  and  resolve  to  maintain  a real  friendship  with  ingenious  men:  to  assist  them  what  lies 
in  my  power,  without  the  regard  of  any  interest,  but  that  of  doing  good  by  obliging  them. 

To  Mr.  Newton, 

[Copied  from  the  MS  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.  Tlie  manuscript,  however, 
is  not  m Flamsteed's  hand-writing:  but  the  address  to  Newton,  and  two  or  three  of  the 
corrections,  arc  in  Flamsteed’s  own  hand:  wliich  confirm  its  authenticity.  F.  fi.} 


No.  47.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsired  to  Mr.  Bosslty. 

January  II,  169ft-9- 

I gave  Mr.  Newton,  about  4 years  ago,  the  same  places  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter  I gave  you  on 
our  6rat  acquaintance.  He  tells  me  he  had  tried  to  answer  those  of  Saturn,  ami  found  be  could  do 


• tb«re.  F B. 
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it  nearly  by  only  liberatiug  hi«  aphelion : but  that  it  liberates  very  oddly : and  that  Kepler’s 
eccentricity  uub  well,  in  »ome  discourse  J had  with  him  lately,  he  added  flirther  that  the  greatest 
fault  in  the  siqicrlors  was  when  they  approaebin!  each  other  nearest ; and  that,  when  they  were  more 
remote,  each  pursued  his  own  way  with  his  primary  inequality  little  disturbed.  You  will  hereby 
understand  that  he  accounts  the  inequality  to  be  rcsturetl  every  revolution  of  Saturn  to  Jupiter, 
which  Urey  would  precisely  if  their  distances  of  the  one  planet  from  the  other  were  exactly  the  same 
in  every  conjunction : but  th^  changing,  and  not  being  restored  but  in  59  years  nearly,  these 
inequidities  arc  only  restored  at  that  jieriod  : ami  at  ail  other  times,  they  arc  less  according  as  the 
planets  are  more  remote  from  each  other. 

And  I doubt  not  but  Saturn  moves  sw'tftest  in  that  revolution  in  which  the  sum  of  all  his  dis- 
tances from  Jupiter  is  least ; and  Jupiter,  on  the  contrary,  slowest.  And  again  Saturn  is  slowest 
in  that  revolution  wlicrcin  all  his  distances  from  Jupiter  make  the  bi^t^t  sum,  and  Jupiter  then 
swiftest:  and  that  this  is  the  reason  why  the  motions  of  these  two  planets  are  found  swifter  in  some 
ages,  or  ]wrts  of  an  tlum  in  others. 

I give  you  these  thoughts  to  assist  you  : in  the  mean  time  you  may  try  whether  your  own  way 
will  do;  and  you  may  see  whether  these  thoughts  arc  agreeable  to  what  you  find  by  experience  on 
comparing  the  ob^rvod  plu^  with  the  calculated.  On  the  other  side  I give  you  a short  table  of 
the  coujuncrions  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter,  for  this  and  tlie  past  i^,  to  help  your  consideration. 
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[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  16,  numbered  from  the  etid  ] 


No.  48.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Hans  Sloane. 

The  ObsCTvatory,  March  28,  1699. 

Sir, 

I have  ever  kept  a very  fair  coiT«|»ondcnce  with  your  predecessors,  Dr.  Crone,  Mr.  Olden- 
berg,  Mr.  Collins,  Dr.  Grew,  &c.,  and  desired  to  have  done  the  same  with  their  successors*  Dow  I 
have  been  prevented,  you  know  best  1 am  sure  1 never  gave  an  occasion ; and  to  let  you  see  I will 
omit  none  of  obliging  you,  when  it  lies  in  my  power,  I have  herewith  sent  you  a copy  of  my  Letter 
to  Dr.  Let  it  not  surprise  you  that  you  find  two  different  styles  in  it.  I have  tolti  Mr. 

Bridman,  in  a letter  i sent  him  with  one,  the  occasion  of  it.  I doubt  not  hut  he  will  show  it  you, 
if  you  desire  it ; if  not,  I have  reserved  a copy,  which  I shall  show  you  when  you  please.  I can 
only  tell  you  now  briefly,  that  I wrote  it  originally  in  English  in  great  haste : that  Dr.  Wallis  gave 
it  in  Latin : and  that  the  first  page,  and  |iart  of  the  second,  was  added  in  my  own  l.«atin  afterwards 
which  I am  accountable  for.  But,  for  the  language  of  all  the  rest,  I am  obliged  to  the  Doctor. 

I was  told  that  it  had  been  said  at  a meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Society,  tliat  J had  spoke  ill  of 
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I suppoec  you  Biniletl  at  thi*  general  sort  of  accusation.  Doctor,  \ speak  ni  of  no  man  willingly. 
I liave  an  honor  for  the  Society,  aud  dmirc  they  may  flourish  heartily.  If  I come  not  at  their 
meetings  on  Wedt^etdays,  it  is  because  both  the  day  and  time  are  unsuitable  to  my  circumstances 
and  occasions.  Ihay,  if  the  same  thing  l>e  said  again  by  any  one  when  you  are  present,  please  to 
testify  for  me  that  I am  far  from  any  such  practices : and  that,  however  I am  used  by  others,  I would 
do  no  utherways  by  them,  tliau  I would  they  should  do  by  me;  and  yon  will  exceedingly  oblige, 

Your  friend  aud  humble  servant, 

John  FLAMSTEicn. 

Dr.  SImtnc,  to  be  left  at  the  Repository, 
in  Gresham  College. 

[Extracted  from  Sinanc’s  collection  of  MSS,  No.  4044,  in  the  British  Museum.] 


No.  49.)  Iteiier  frem  ^fr,  Fltunsteed  to  ^fr.  Bosstey. 

OWrvatory,  Novem.  2,  1699. 

Kis!>  Sib, 

I have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Leigh,  in  one  of  his,  of  your  illness  and  recovery.  I 
bless  God  for  restoring  your  health,  and  pray  for  your  continuance  of  it.  Tliat  yon  may  long  enjoy 
it,  it  is  my  opinion  that  you  ought  to  clothe  yourself  very  warmly  when  you  travel  over  your  bleak 
moors  and  hills,  and  [not]  put  off  your  extraordinary  clothing  till  you  have  rested  some  time  within 
doors;  but,  above  all  things,  Iw  careful  not  too  feed  too  fully:  moderate  and  abate  your  diet,  and 
feed  sparingly.  Drink  no  strong  liquors ; for  nature,  as  you  grow  in  years,  grows  weaker,  and 
cannot  di.*M:hargc  the  load  it  did  in  your  youth ; if  you  forbear  malt  drink,  and  content  yourself  with 
milk  and  water,  as  you  know  1 do,  ]>crhap«  you  will  find  the  same  good  effect  I do  of  it,  for  I am 
now,  J bless  God,  seldom  ill  but  when  I forget  to  observe  these  rules.  Scire  God,  and  by  the  vise 
of  these  easy  means,  I hope  you  will  long  enjoy  your  health  to  the  comfort  of  your  family  (whose 
welfare  you  put  to  hazard  whenever  you  expose  yoursclO»  and  the  joy  of  the  friends  with  whom  you 
either  converse  or  correspond. 

Mr.  Leigh  tells  me  you  arc  like  to  have  more  leisure  than  formerly  this  wrintcr,  and  therefore 
desire  to  have  the  places  of  the  superior  planets  gathered  from  this  year’s  observations,  in  order  to 
proceed  to  the  correction  of  Jupiter’s  motions,  now  you  have  done  w ith  Saturn.  1 give  you  (hem  at 
the  foot  of  this  letter.  But  because  1 have  Wen  slower  than  usual  in  answering  yours  of  late,  I 
shall  here  give  you  the  reason  of  it,  which  will  not,  I persuade  myself,  be  unacceptable  to  you. 


• In  the  mmnte  h<x»k*  of  the  Cevsn/  of  the  Knyal  Society.  March  20,  1 flWt-9,  there  !■  the  following  entry : vis., 
'*  It  wae  ordered  that  Mr,  Flnmtueed  ahouid  W deeired  to  produce  to  writing  to  the  C^aiDcil,  anychsrge  or  complsiota 

**  he  had  sgaimt  I>r.  Slosne,  m Secretary,  or  otberwiae.”  It  waa  probably  the  report  of  whst  h&d  ihua  Loken  plan* 
at  the  Conncil  (of  which  FUmateed  wjw  dien  a mrmWr)  that  dictated  tkia  letter.  In  a pwprr  of  mesiMinmda  r«4ative 
to  the  alswe  letter,  io  Plamstved's  hand-writing,  prewrved  in  MSS,  vol.  Xi,  pof«  he  remarki.  **  1 never  liad 
any  differenre  with  them  [L  e.  the  Secretaries],  nor  with  Mr.  Hook,  more  than  others  lure:  and  should  not  with 
the  present,  if  Mr.  Halley,  their  clerk,  had  not,  out  of  maUce,  slandered  me  >o  hia  Trantactioits.  and  drawn 
**  Dr.  Skwne  into  hU  party.  N'evrr  said  worse  of  the  Society  than  what  they  now  eomptain  of : thouirh  I hare  been 
**  trsduced  to  foreign  amltauiMlora  and  gentlemen,  undeserved."  Notwiihstaoding  these  disputes,  FlsDitaed  was 
elected  a member  of  the  Council,  at  the  emuing  anniversary.  F.  B. 
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About  the  same  time  that  I begun  to  corre8|)oml  with  you,  I rcnewctl  a correspondence  with  Mr. 
Newton,  to  whom  I imparted,  in  the  years  1694-95*96,  about  200  obeer%’ations  of  the  moon,  together 
with  her  places,  calculated  from  my  tables,  and  the  elemcnta  of  the  calculation  and  diflerencea  from 
the  observed  places,  deduced  by  the  old  catalogue  of  the  6aed  start  made  to  the  beginning  of  1686, 
of  which  1 gave  copies  both  to  you  and  him,  tliat  he  might  rectify  her  theory  whilst  I was  rectifying 
and  completing  the  catalogue  of  tlie  6xed  stars ; he  promising  to  impart  his  corrections  to  me,  of 
which  he  haa  accpiaintod  me  with  a part.  But  finding  him  nut  so  open  as  he  pretended  to  be,  and 
that  he  was  persuaded  to  neglect  the  jx-rformance  of  hU  promise  by  some  irersons  that  courted  and 
flattered  him  for  their  own  ends,  and  boasted  that  he  had  perfected  tlic  theory  so  as  it  would  answer 
observations  within  3 minutes,  not  to  be  beholden  to  him,  I set  first  to  calculate  the  places  of 
about  60  moons  observed  on  or  near  the  limits  of  her  orb.  Which  I did  the  beginning  of  (bis  year ; 
whereby  I found,  using  the  ucw  catalogue  of  the  stars,  that  the  mean  distance  of  the  moon  from  the 
earth  was  about  a seraidiameter  of  the  earth  greater  than  1 had  made  it  in  my  tables  io  the  DfXtrine 
of  the  Sphere^  and,  therefore,  that  the  horizontal  )>arallaxes  of  those  tables  must  be  diminisbcd  as 
many  seconds  as  they  consist  of  minutes.  That  the  atmosphere  of  our  earth,  to  60  miles  high,  casts 
a shadow  on  the  moon's  face  in  eclipses  which  ai^irntsthe  diameter  of  the  earth’s  shadow  so  much, 
that,  in  lunar  eclipses,  it  may  be  taken  as  by  the  old  tables  wiUiout  sensible  error. 

You  will  wonder  that  1 should  assert  that  our  atmosphere  should  cast  a shadow  ; but  if  you  con- 
sider what  a shadow  the  clouds  cast  on  our  eurtli  in  a suu-shine  day.  and  that  they  are  of  the  same 
consistence  with  the  air  they  swim  in,  the  wonder  will  cease.  I find  further,  from  the  old  obsena- 
tions  compared,  that  the  moon's  greatest  latitudes  ^ee  not  to  the  theory,  hut  there  is  sometimes  an 
error  of  near  2 minutes : but  it  seems  regular;  which  makes  me  ho|w,  when  1 have  leisure  to  think 
further  of  it,  that  I may  both  find  a reasou  of  it  from  the  laws  of  gravity,  and  a salve.  After  this, 
I caused  the  places  of  about  80  full  moons  to  be  calculated  from  tlic  observations  and  tables. 
At  present  1 have  90  places  near  the  quadratures  under  my  bands.  My  servant  has  but  just 
entered  on  those  ; and  I cannot  pntcced  till  he  has  calculated  her  places  to  the  given  Limes  from  the 
tables,  in  order  to  find  the  para]Ia.\es  for  her  true  places  from  the  visible. 

By  such  time  as  I have  finishctl  these,  I shall  be  able  to  tell  you  how  to  find  Uie  moon's  true 
places  by  numbers,  (to  make  you  a recompense  for  your  pains  on  Saturn  and  Jupiter).  I intend  to 
impart  them  to  you  as  soon  as  1 have  perfected  them;  or  my  present  corrections  immediately  if  you 
desire  them.  But  you  know  the  vast  labor  I must  be  at  in  this  work,  and  wbat  time  it  will  require 
to  find,  correct,  and  examine  numbers  by  observation,  only.  Now  1 have  (he  happiness  to  see  a 
return  of  the  moon's  apogee  since  1 began  my  oliservations  witli  the  mural  arc.  So  that  now  I shall 
see  easily  the  distance  of  the  m(x}u  from  the  sun,  or  whether  she  be  Hable  to  secular  inequalities  as 
the  superiors  arc,  but  it  seems  not  probable  she  should  be. 

You  see  1 deal  openly  with  you,  and  let  you  know  the  result  of  my  labors,  as  you  acquaint  me 
with  yours.  1 have  not  calculated  the  places  of  I?  or  14  from  your  uumbiTs  (but  I foresee  b will 
agree  as  last  year).  1 leave  it  to  be  done  by  yourself,  and  desire  to  be  informed  of  the  agreement  of 
your  calculation  at  your  leisure. 

I caused  a guinea  and  a half  to  be  paid  Mr.  Crutidale  fur  Mr.  I.x;igh,  which  I hope  you  will  teH 
rue  he  has  received  in  your  return.  I pray  God  continue  both  your  iicalth  and  his,  being  ever,  Sir, 

Your  afiecliuuatc  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flamstkeu,  M.ll. 
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Sent  him  the  same  again,  Novem.  28th,  fearing  this  niiacarried. 
[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  14.] 
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No.  50.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Christopher  Wren. 

The  Obaervatory,  March  28,  1700. 

Hosorko  Sir, 

My  man  has  given  you  an  account  of  the  works  I have  under  my  handa,  but  I 
hnd  he  forgot  what  I chiefly  gave  him  tn  charge;  which  was  to  add  that  I am  now  provided  both 
of  a competent  number  of  places  of  the  moon  derived  from  observations,  taken  with  the  mural  arc, 
of  Saturn  and  Jupiter,  and  also  of  necessary  and  convcnienttables  for  examining  any  theory  of  those 
planets’  motions  that  shall  be  brought : which  you  may  please  to  take  notice  of  whenever  you  fall 
into  company  where  my  labors  arc  mentioned,  if  you  tliink  it  convenient. 

I am  glad  you  are  satisfied  with  what  he  acquainted  you  conceruiog  my  want  of  help  is  uo  pre- 
tence, and  am  very  much  obliged  to  your  kind  ofler  of  affording  your  assistance  to  procure  supplies  : 
but  before  that  be  allcmpted  I am  of  opinion  it  would  be  very  proper  that  some  persons  who  under- 
stand well  the  nature,  tendency,  and  use  of  my  labors  should  inspect  them. 

The  gentlemen  of  our  Society  (however  ingenious  and  wcll-wUhcrs  to  all  sorts  of  ingenious  study) 
know  very  little  of  mine.  There  are  none  about  tow  n but  yourself,  and  the  Master  of  the  Mint  (Mr. 
Newton),  that  thoroughly  understand  how  they  conduce  to  the  improvement  of  navigation,  geo- 
graphy, and  natural  philosophy.  You  arc  both  my  friends;  both  zealous  for  the  honor  of  the  King 
and  nation ; and  equally  desirous  that  they  should  be  published  with  all  convenient  expedition. 
My  desires  arc  altogether  the  same:  I request  the  favor  of  you,  Uiercforc,  to  allow  me  to  agree, 
some  time  immediately  after  Easter,  when  you  will  both  come  down  and  take  a dinner  with  me  in 
the  OliMrvatory,  wrilhout  other  company  than  your  alone  selves ; that  I may  show  you  what  I have 
by  me  ready  for  the  press,  and  what  1 am  preparing  for  it ; and  have  your  advice  how  to  proceed. 
I am  going  into  Surrey  for  6 or  7 days : after  my  return  I will  endeavor  to  attend  you  in  lioudon ; 
and,  if  God  spare  me  health,  I doubt  not  but,  with  His  blessing  and  the  assistance  of  yourself  and 
the  Master  of  the  Mint,  (and  that,  too,  such  as  will  create  you  little  or  no  trouble,)  the  world  may 
quickly  sec  a large  and  useful  produce  of  the  labors  of  your  most  obliged,  humble  sen  snt. 

To  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  Kt  J.  Flamstka. 

[EIxtracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  31,  numbered  from  the  enri.] 
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No.  51.)  Jjeiter  frfm  Mr.  Ftamstepil  to  Mr.  Lofcthorp. 

The  Observatory,  May  10,  17CK). 

My  Fkicno, 

1 esteem  it  the  duty  of  all  Christians  as  much  as  in  them  ties  to  have  peace  with 
all  men,  and  it  was  tlic  sole  consideration  of  this  duty,  and  a tenderness  for  you,  that  induced  roe  to 
advise  you  to  be  careful  of  your  behaviour  towards  Mr.  Newton.  I have  been  with  him  thrice  since 
t received  your  first  letter,  but  be  never  so  much  as  mentioned  your  affairs  to  me,  and  I found  no 
opportunity  of  discoursing  it  with  him,  lie  is  so  |Ki«sessed*with  pirjudiccs  against  me  by  some 
people’s  suggestions  whom  you  know  very  well,  that  1 can  have  no  free  discourse  with  him  : this 
day  was  a sevcmiight  1 waitrtl  on  him,  and  shall  give  you  the  sum  of  our  discoiirae,  whereby  you 
will  be  aatisfiiKl  that  1 have  no  ntason  to  have  any  teodeniet>s  in  respect  of  him  but  only  on  the  con- 
sideration of  Christianity. 

He  inquired  first  how  forward  I w as  in  tlie  catalogue.  I told  him  that,  since  t{/c  fixed  stars  of  the 
zodiac  were  finished,  1 liad  also  finished  those  of  the  smithem  constellations,  and  Itad  now  about 
4(K)  of  the  northern  under  my  hands  j that  I had,  besides  50  places  of  $ , forty  of  , and  30  of  , 
at  the  opposition  of  the  sun  and  quadratures,  calculated  from  tlic  nWrvations  made  w*ith  the  mural 
arc  from  the  years  16?9  to  1C99,  besides  above  200  of  the  moon  at  the  like  positions.  Somcocc-a- 
sion  of  discourse  about  comets  happening,  I acquaintc<l  him  that  Dr.  Gregory  gave  out  that  since  he 
had  altered  his  luiths  of  comets,  and  instead  of  parabolas  made  them  elb{iscs,  his  theories  would 
represent  all  Mona.  Cassini's  observations  within  a minute,  whereas  I thought  he  had  only  my  ob> 
served  places  to  rc|)reacnt,  and  that  it  was  not  only  an  injury  to  roe,  but  the  nation,  to  rob  our 
Observatory  of  what  was  due  to  it,  and  further  to  bestow  it  cm  the  French.  He  seemed  not  much 
moveil  at  this,  but  confessed  fairly  he  had  employed  no  observed  places  of  the  comets  but  w hat  I had 
given  him,  and  the  same  he  confess’d  of  the  Itiiiar  places,  which  drew  us  M^in  to  discourse  of  her. 
I acquainted  him  with  the  new  tables  of  equations  I had  made,  fur  the  easier  computing  of  her  place 
and  their  method:  he  fetched  down  wrmc  of  his  own  and  showed  me,  which  I regarded  but  slight, 
because  they  were  as  inconvenient  as  the  old.  Next  we  must  talk  about  printing : 1 told  him  it  would 
not  be  convenient  to  print  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  till  the  observations  were  published;  that 
these  must  be  printed  first  as  being  the  ground  on  which  it  was  built,  and  from  which  it  was  derived ; 
that  the  charts  of  the  fixed  stars  must  be  engraved  to  accompany  the  catalogue.  As  to  the  ebarta,  he 
urged  they  would  only  show  map-makers  to  steal  and  transcribe  into  their  globes;  but  for  this  I 
told  him  I should  take  care  to  pre^nt  them  by  pn>curiiig  privileges,  and  that  I did  not  intend  they 
should  reap  the  fruit  of  my  labours  gratis,  after  the  catalogue  was  printed.  1 went  on  and  told  him 
the  book  o(  tables  should  follow ; at  Uiis  he  started,  and  asked  me  **  what  tables,**  uid  **  if  1 would  pub- 
lish any  for  the  moon.**  ^^y  answer  was,  that  she  was  inhishamls,  and,ifhe  would  finish  her,  I would 
lend  him  my  aseistance;  if  not,  I would  fall  u|>oti  her  myself  when  I luul  leisure,  ajid  I doubted  not 
of  good  tuccesa ; but  that  the  tables  I intended  were  such  as  1 made  use  of  for  deducing  the  places 
of  the  stars  and  planets  from  my  observations  with  more  than  usual  expedition,  and  some  others  that 
would  be  of  good  use.  Hereupon  he  recollected  btroself  and  was  calm.  He  said  sonveihing  more  to 
move  roc  to  desire  camcatly  his  lunar  theor^  and  new  additional  tables,  but  I would  not  understand 
him ; for  having  been  at  much  more  pains  in  calculating  her*s  and  the  planets'  placca  for  him  jthan  ever 
his  Captain  Halley  was,  and  having  had  a promise  from  him  that  I should  be  the  first  man  to  whom  he 
would  impart  them,  and  that  he  would  impart  the  observations  to  nobody  whatever  without  my  leave, 
f looked  upou  hia  imparting  what  he  had  deduced  from  (hem  to  Dr.  Gregory  aud  tlte  Captain  as  a 
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greater  breach  of  promi«e  than  if  he  had  imparted  the  observations  themselves,  and  so  would  not 
request  that  as  a favor  which  was  luy  due,  and  wliich  he  could  not  in  justice  grant  to  any  other. 
! designed  iihleed  to  save  myself  some  tabor  by  putting  the  moon  into  his  hands,  but  1 never  thought 
of  depriving  him  of  the  honor  of  hU  pains.  He  detracts  fmm  himself  by  this  reser>'edncss,  and 
doo>  that  which  his  Hatlcrcrs  would  |}erauade  him  1 do:  during  this  discourse  he  once  cutuplained 
that  I was  res^^d.  I answered  I had  not  been  so  in  the  IcMt ; as  my  many  communications  w ould 
testify.  He  would  have  said  something  to  excuse  his  Captain  and  Doctor,  but,  to  avoid  re  dec - 
tiuus,  I would  not  hear  liim,  but  only  desired  that  he  would  oblige  me  so  far  as  to  come  down  hither 
with  Sir  C.  Wren  some  morning  alone  and  take  a dinner  with  me,  and  be  should  then  see  in  what 
forwardness  my  work  was,  and  we  would  consider  how  to  forward  it  to  the  jiress.  When  I urged  this 
again  tliat  he  would  come  dowu,  he  asked  me  a little  quick,  **  what  for?'*  .My  reply  was  as  liefore  ; 
but  I added,  that  by  his  ^ing  what  was  done  I hujied  to  stop  the  mouths  and  clamorv  of  some 
people  that  asked  why  1 did  not  print;  that  it  was  soon  said, but  required  some  consideration  before 
it  could  be  dune ; (bat  it  was  a popular  reflection,  and  apt  to  take,  and  therefore  to  be  timely 
obviated;  but  that  my  work  was  like  the  builtUng  of  St  Paul’s;  I had  hewed  tlic  materials  out  of 
the  rock,  brought  them  together,  and  formed  them,  but  that  liands  and  lime  were  to  be  allowed  to 
perfect  the  building  and  cover  it  This,  w ith  some  uneasiness,  w as  allowed,  atul  I obtained  a promise 
tliat  lie  would  accouipauv  Sir  Christopher,  with  whom  he  would  agree  a time  that  might  be  cou' 
venient  for  both  them  and  me.  Thus  wc  partol:  you  see  I have  promised  him  nothing,  nor  he  roe. 
Since  be  is  so  reserved,  I think  it  cuticems  me  to  be  no  less  so ; but  when  he  comes  hither  I shall 
not  be  averse  to  impart  more  lunar  observations  to  him,  provided  tluit  he  withdraw  what  he  has 
impartcil  to  others,  nr  stop  their  leflecting  discourses,  and  own  before  Sir  Christopher  what  he  has 
already  received,  and  what  1 then  imparted  to  him ; but  if  otlierwise,  I know  what  I have  to  do,  and 
still  am  resolved  I will  give  him  no  cause  to  quarrel  with  me.  We  will  part  as  good  frienda  as  wr 
meet,  and  I will  leave  Time  (the  mother  of  Truth)  to  vindicate  me  to  the  world,  and  1 foresee  shr 
will  do  it  justly  and  fully. 

1 must  requm  the  favor  of  you  to  keep  this  letter  by  you,  but  let  it  not  be  seen  till  I acquaint 
you  With  the  result  of  our  next  meeting  at  the  Observaloty,  when  |>erhapB  wc  may  have  an  occasion 
to  talk  of  ymir  affair,  and  he  may  be  broi^ht  to  a right  umlcrstanding.  I believe  him  to  be  a gou«i 
mail  at  the  bottom,  but,  through  his  natural  temper,  suspicious,  and  too  easy  to  be  possessed  with 
calumnies,  especially  such  as  are  impressed  with  raillery.  To  cure  him  of  it,  finding  a Bible  in  bis 
room  where  1 waiu^  his  rising,  (for  I got  to  his  house  before  he  was  up,  and  spent  a |iart  of  thr 
time  1 waited  in  reading,)  meeting  with  a sheet  of  paper  I wr<ite  u|ion  it  this  distich,  which  1 
remembered  from  a late  satire — 

A bantering  spirit  has  our  men  poasessed, 

And  wisdom  is  become  a standing  jest. 

Read  Jeremiah,  ch.  ix.  to  the  10th  verse. 

I do  not  know  whether  he  has  seen  it,  but  1 think  he  cannot  take  it  amiss  if  he  has ; and  if  he 
reflects  a little  on  it,  he  will  And  I have  given  him  a scaaonahlc  caution  against  his  credulity,  and 
showed  him  the  way  of  the  world  much  belter  than  bis  politics  or  a play  could  do. 

[ have  lost  your  letter,  but,  to  the  beat  of  my  memory,  the  only  thing  in  it  that  needed  an  answ  cr 
was  what  related  to  Mr.  Newton.  I know  you  love  not  lingering  answers,  therefore  rather  choose  to 
give  you  this  now,  than  wait  till  I find  it  that  I might  give  you  one  more  ]>crfcct ; if  1 have  forgot 
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anything  material,  pray  let  me  know  it,  and,  God  sparing  me  life  and  health,  you  shall  have  a speedy 
return  from.  Sir,  Your  affectionate  friend  to  serve  you, 

John  Flamstkkd. 


P.S.  Tis  given  out  at  Oxford  that  Mr.  Newton  has  improved  his  doctrine  of  gravity  so  far  that 
be  can  answer  all  my  lunar  observations  exceeding  nearly ; and  that  now  there  U little  need  of  them, 
since  all  the  inequalities  of  the  moon’s  motions  may  be  discovered  by  the  sole  laws  of  gravitation 
without  them.  1 said  nothing  of  this,  because  I had  moved  him  enough  with  what  I had  said 
about  the  cornels;  but,  to  tlie  honest  man  that  told  me  of  it,  with  some  indignation  1 answered  that 
he  had  been  as  many  years  upon  this  thing,  as ! had  been  on  the  constellations  and  planets  altogether : 
that  he  had  made  lunar  tables  once  to  answer  his  conceived  laws,  but  when  he  came  to  compare 
them  wirii  the  heavens,  (that  is,  the  moon’s  observed  places,)  he  found  he  had  mistook,  and  was 
forced  to  throw  them  all  aside : that  I had  imparted  aliove  200  of  her  ohsened  places  to  him, 
which  one  would  think  should  be  suflScient  to  limit  any  theory  by  ; and  since  he  bus  altered  and 
suited  his  theory  tdl  it  Rtted  these  observations,  ’tis  no  wonder  that  it  represents  them  : but  still  he 
is  more  beholden  to  them  for  it  than  be  is  to  his  speculations  about  gravity,  which  had  misled  him. 
Mr.  Hobbs  boasted  that  his  laws  were  agreeable  to  those  of  Moses.  Dr.  Eacliards  tells  him  hr 
doubted  not  of  it,  for  being  drawn  from  Moses’  works,  and  copied  into  his,  he  might  be  sure  they 
would  agree,  except  the  laws  of  Moses  were  flown,  which  he  was  sure  they  were  not. 

As  I am  folding  this  up,  my  wife  puts  yours  of  May  3rd  into  my  hands.  I thank  you  for  it,  and 
shall  answer  it  after  the  holidays,  by  which  time  I hope  to  enjoy  Mr.  Newton’s  company  here. 

J.  Flamstekd. 

Superscribed  to  Mr.  John  Lowthorp. 

[Extracted  from  MSS.vol.  33,  page  32,  numbered  from  the  end.] 


No.  52.)  Lettfr  {tinfinished)  from  Mr.  Ftewisteed  to  Sir  Isaac  *Vetrf(m*. 

Began  June  18,  IIOO. 

Sin, 

That  the  earth's  axis  is  not  always  inclined  at  the  same  angle  to  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic, 
is  a discovery  wholly  owing  to  you ; and  strongly  provtd  in  tlic  4th  book  of  your  Prineip.  Phi/. 
Nat.  Math.  How  much  the  alteration  of  this  angle  ought  to  be,  you  have  not  shown : and  whether 
you  have  yet  determined  or  no,  I know  not.  Hut,  having  found  it  sensible  in  the  observations  made 
with  the  mural  arc,  described  in  my  Lett^  to  Dr.  Baf/tr,  (wherein  the  parallax  of  the  earth’s  orb, 
at  the  pole,  is  proved  by  eight  years'  continued  observations,)  and  not  doubting  but  an  account  of 
the  observations,  that  show  it,  would  be  grateful  to  you,  I have  resolved  to  iuqmrt  them  to  you,  as 
to  one  who  not  only  delights  in  these  things,  but  are  able  to  judge  of  them,  and  has  a particular 
interest  in  this,  which  proves  the  gravitation  of  the  parts  of  matter,  and  the  truth  of  your  theory  of 
our  earth. 

* This  Ittter  is  entiUed  **  A Letter  to  Mr.  Ii.  Newton,  tVsrden  of  the  Mint,  xbowiag  what  haw  beea  the  errors 
“ nf  the  Mural  Arc.”  It  spp«ars  to  be  oaljr  the  draught  of  a letter,  intended  to  have  been  sent ; but  whether  it  was 
ai.'tuallr  txwnpleted  aod  forwanled,  1 atn  not  sMe  Ui  asrertain.  As  it,  however,  ezplsJDs  rUnstred’s  mode  of  pm. 
reediiif,  for  determioing  the  subjecu  therein  alluded  to,  1 hare  thought  it  right  to  present  it  to  the  public,  far  their 
iaforotation-  F.  D. 
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When  I wrote  that  letter  to  the  Dr,,  I told  him  that,  to  determine  the  parallax  and  thia  nutation 
to  aomc  competent  exactness,  we  u'lght  to  have  instruments,  of  15  or  20  feet  radius,  for  taking  the 
meridional  distances  of  the  stars  from  the  vertex.  I then  had  employed  only  such  of  these  as  I 
thought  most  proper  for  that  particular  discovery;  and  no  more  than  was  just  necessary,  by  reason 
of  the  haste  of  the  press,  which  forced  that  letter  out  of  my  hands  liefure  I had  time  to  examine 
such  observations  as  I foresaw  w*ould  most  probably  make  the  nutation  sensible.  But,  having  now 
had  occBsiou  to  consider  and  compare  a competent  number  of  them  for  another  use,  and  hnding  this 
nutation  sensible  whenever  proper  observations  arc  compared since  no  great  favorer  of  a science 
so  useful  to  our  nation  appears  who  might,  by  the  easy  charge  of  a large  instrument,  at  ouce  oblige 
all  ingenious  men,  and  bring  certain  honour  to  himself  and  country  thereby : — since  my  cost  and 
pains,  already  bestowed,  have  met  with  quite  other  rewards  than  they  deserved ; — I shall  lay  by  the 
hopes  of  seeing  any  such  formed,  till  1 may  have  some  settled  station  where  I may  bmld  a larger 
than  1 prupoBcd,  at  my  own  expense;  and,  from  my  present  stock  of  observations,  examine  what 
may  be  the  utmost  possible  quantity  of  this  nutation.  And  this  1 rather  choose  to  do,  because  when 
] acquainted  you  with  my  discovery  of  the  parallax  of  the  orb  at  the  pole-star,  you  suspected  that 
the  nutation  had  caused  those  alterations  in  its  zenith  distances,  which  I took  for  the  parallax : 
which  makes  me  think  you  esteem  this  nutation  to  be  aomeibing  more  than  it  really  is ; as  you 
perhaps  judged  the  parallax  less  than  it  was  really  found. 

t determined  the  least  quantity  of  the  parallax  of  the  orb  at  the  pole-star,  that  my  oliservatkins 
woukl  allow ; and  showed  that,  whatever  this  nutation  shall  be  fuund,  it  must  be  added  to  the 
parallax  determined,  which  was  diminished  by  it.  This  was  needful,  that  you  might  not  mistake  it 
for  the  nutation.  It  will  be  necessary  now  to  show  what  is  the  greatest  quantity  of  the  nutation  ; 
that  you  may  not  esteem  it  greater  than  it  really  is : which,  your  opinion  of  the  parallax  makes  me 
think  you  may. 

Had  the  wall,  to  which  my  instrument  is  fixed,  continued  stable  and  unmoved,  had  it  continued 
fixed,  both  the  parallax  of  the  orb,  with  the  nutation  of  the  earth’s  axis,  would  have  been  discovered 
and  determined,  as  exactly  as  the  smallness  of  my  arc  would  permit,  in  the  compass  of  one  year’s 
observations.  Whereas,  now  I find  myself  obliged  to  examine  all  I have  made,  to  come  to  some 
near  guess  at  it;  and  to  confirm  what  is  derived  from  the  first  year’s  observations,  by  the  consent 
of  the  following.  But,  since  it  does  not  retain  its  first  position,  but  sinks  every  year,  these  cannot 
be  found  without  the  errors,  caused  by  the  gradual  sinking  of  the  arc,  being  first  known.  1 suspected 
some  such  thing  might  happen,  when  1 first  began  to  use  it:  and  therefore  enncludcd  that  fiequent 
observations  of  the  meridional  zenith  distanccB  of  the  stars  iu  the  foot  of  Castor  would  show  the 
errors  soonest,  and  most  eauly : both  because  these  stars,  lying  very  near  the  solstitial  colure,  alter 
their  distances  from  the  pole  insensibly,  as  also  because  they  culminate  wdthin  less  than  30  degrees 
of  our  vertex;  so  that  they  were  not  liable  to  uncertain  and  variable  refractions.  W'hereas  those 
stars  of  Sagittarius,  that  lie  near  the  winter  solstice,  aud  opposite  points  of  the  ecliptic,  pass  the 
meridian  low;  and  so  may  be  entangled  with  refractions,  sus|>ected  to  be  variable. 

I considered  further  that  these  stars,  in  the  font  of  the  Twinsi  were  the  more  proper  for  this 
inquiry,  becauac,  their  latitudes  from  the  ecliptic  being  small,  the  parallax  of  the  earth’s  orb  must 
vanish,  and  become  insensible  at  them.  1 was  sensible  that  the  nutation  of  the  earth’s  axis  (if  so 
much  aa  to  become  sensible)  must  be  perceived  in  these  stars,  because  ’Us  made  directly  towards,  and 
from  them  : but  I esteemed  it  then  so  small,  (hat  it  would  not  be  sensible  in  my  observations.  But, 
however,  that  it  would  not  affect  those  stars  that  lie  near  the  equinoctial  points  and  colure:  because 
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their  dittance*  from  the  pole  of  the  world  are  not  altered  by  it,  as  those  of  the  start  in  the  foot  of  the 
Twins  arc.  Only  in  those  stars  which  lie  in  the  constellations  of  Virgo  and  Pisces,  the  declinations, 
or  distances  from  the  pole,  vary  fastest  (about  20"  per  year),  which  is  no  obstacle  to  the  enquiry  : 
the  variation  being  readily  found  by  tables  ]irepared  for  that  purpose,  and  easily  allowed  for. 

Tit  necessary  to  have  the  errors  of  the  inetrumeot  truly  staled,  in  order  to  find  the  true  distances 
of  the  stars  and  planets  from  our  vertex  ; which  arc  corrupted  (as  they  arc  copied  from  the  instni* 
ment)  by  the  sinking  of  the  wall  on  which  'tis  hxed.  1 shall  therefore  first  seek  out  these  by  stars 
Iwth  near  the  solstitial  and  equinoctial  colure.  But  1 must  advise  you  that  those,  nearest  the  equi*^ 
noctial  points  and  colurcs,  arc  most  to  be  relied  oti:  and,  of  them,  soch  as  have  least  latitude  from 
the  ecliptic  arc  chiefly  to  be  regarded ; because  those,  which  are  farther  distant  from  the  ecliptic, 
may  be  suspected  to  be  corrupted  by  the  parallax  of  the  orb;  and  those,  that  arc  farthest  removed 
from  the  equinoctial  pointa,  to  be  entangled  with  the  nutation.  Some  little  effect,  and  some  small 
errors,  both  these  may  have  caused  in  those  many  places  of  the  moon  and  planets  I have  imparted 
to  you : but  so  small,  that  it  needs  not  be  regarded.  1 only  mention  them,  that  you  may  not  think 
that  1 was  not  aware  of  them. 

1689,  July  15,  IG,  17.  The  beginning  of  the  divisions  on  the  mural  arc  was  found  and  dcter> 
mined  by  myself  and  Mr.  Sharp,  then  my  servant,  by  the  transits  of  the  bright  star  in  the  Dragon’s 
head,  near  our  zenith,  both  on  the  instrument  and  western  plane. 


Dial,  from  Verux. 

By  the  transit  of  a star  in  the  Swan,  over  the  meridian  obsened  on  the) 
western  plane,  Oct.  5 following  . . . . . .1 

But,  on  the  instrument.  Sept.  19  and  Oct.  8 following  ...  2.3 


22^  5"  Bor. 

55 


50 
5.5 

I propose  there- 


Diffcnnioe  ss  1 
Error  = 0 

By  the  revolves  of  the  screw  on  the  edge,  these  distances  were  about  10"  Icsa. 
fore  the  error  at  present  P 0^' : whereby  all  the  distances,  taken  to  the  south,  are  too  much ; those 
towards  the  north,  or  on  the  pole-star  side,  too  little. 

I thought  not  of  the  sinking  of  the  wall,  and  therefore  doubted  not  but  this  fault  came  by  some 
stroke,  or  injury,  the  arc  might  have  recuved  sinsc  its  first  verification  and  division : but,  to  be 
certain  of  it,  Nov.  1 5 following  I took  the  distance  of  C tu  Cassiopeia,  from  our  zenith,  and  found  it 


On  the  instrument 


o 

t 

« Rex. 

No. 

fNovetn.  15  = 0 

42 

0 = 15.78  B. 

1 

[Decern.  15  =f  0 

41 

50  = 15.69 

2 

[Dccom.  13  = 0 

44 

20  = 16.71 

3 

[Decern.  16  s 0 

43 

55  = 15.72 

4 

1 of  these  together, 

the 

difference  1 

KX' 

On  the  w'estem  plane 


(2^  20'^)  halved  gives  the  error  of  the  instrument 
The  2nd  and  3rd  . 

The  1st  and  4th 
The  2nd  and  4th  . 


15 

10 

24 


The  mean  is  nearly 

Again,  r Pcrsci,  on  the  western  plane,  Decern.  IG 
on  the  instrument,  Dcoem.  17 


0 

= 0 


. 1 10 
t • R«t, 

0 25  s 0.14  Bor. 

1 50  =:  0.  39  Aust. 


Half  their  sum  makes  the  mean 
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A^n,  in  the  •houldcr  of  Perwun,  y o f » 

un  (he  weRtern  |^anc,  Decern.  16  s 0 48  10  s 18.14  Auet. 
on  the  inatnimcnt,  Decern.  17  = 0 45  55  — 


Their  difference  (V  15")  halved,  give*  the  error  of  the  instr.  = 17 

Whence  the  error  of  the  inatnimcnt  may  be  concluded,  at  this  time,  some  little  less  than  1'  10".  I 
allow  it:  though,  in  copying  the  observations  from  the  6r«t  notes  into  my  fair  journals,  I have  made 
it  only  I'  0" ; and  used  it  so  all  the  following  year : not  BusjKcting  then  the  subsiding  of  the  wall, 
and  not  thinking  it  worth  regarding  when  I first  began  to  perceive  that  the  error  caused  by  it  was 
some  little  augmented. 

Both  from  these  cx|>eriments,  and  the  obsenntiuns  of  the  following  year,  1690,  compared  with 
those  of  Noven»bcr  1689,  I «>nclude  the  error  of  the  instmment,  in  the  Novenlbc^*obser^'ation8,  to 
have  been  only  1'  10",  as  in  December : which  I make  use  of,  everywhere,  in  reducing  them  to  the 
truth  in  the  next  page  *;  wlicrcon,  for  finding  the  error  of  the  instrument  in  the  following  years,  I 
have  transcribed  the  meridional  zenith  distances  of  such  stars  as  will  be  convenient  for  the  purpose; 
and  some  others  that  have  becti  fretpicntly  observed;  such  as  the  stari  in  the  head  of  Aries,  the 
Linn's  Heart,  the  Virgin’s  Spike,  the  stars  of  Sagittarius  and  Capricomus,  that  may  be  employed  for 
the  same  purpose  with  due  allow'ances. 

Before  1 enquire  what  arguments  for  the  nutation  of  the  earth's  axis  my  observations  afford  me, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  enquire  what  were  the  errors  of  the  instrument,  both  before  the  middle  of 
December  1689,  when  it  was  determined  by  ex]>erimeut,  and  after:  and  how  it  stood  in  the  whole 
of  the  year  1690  following. 

o # « 

1689,  Decern.  16  and  17,  a Tauri,  k vertice  in  merkl 35  38 

^ 1690,  Decem.  16,  cadem  . , . , , . . 33  38  15 


The  annual  access  of  this  star  to  the  pole  is  10":  therefore.  If  the  instrument  had  not  sunk,  the  star’s 
meridional  zenith  distance,  that  was  35®  38'  in  December  1689,  would  have  been  on  December 
16,  1690,  35®  38'  -H-".  But,  it  was  then  found  35®  38'  35" : whence  *tis  evident  that  the  error  is 
increased  rince  the  16th  of  December  1689,  near  20".  And  because  then  it  was  found  1'  10",  in 
Dcccmljcr  1690  it  will  be  1'  30". 

In  like  manner, 

o ; w 


(2) 


1569,  Decem.  17,  y Tauri,  its  merid.  sen.  dist. 

Corrected  by  its  annual  acceM  to  the  pole,  10",  gives  its  distance  in  1690 
Which  was  then  found  by  the  instrument  ..... 

kfore  than  it  ought,  by  « 

Add  the  error  of  Decem.  1689  • • 


s 36  38  45 
= 36  38  35 
=3  36  38  50 


0 15 

1 10 


It  makes  the  error,  Decem.  1690,  to  be  . 


1 25 


These  observations  1 have  pitched  upon  for  the  trial,  because,  both  being  made  on  the  same  days  of 
the  year,  were  equally  affectetl  with  the  nutation,  and  parallax  of  the  orb,  if  we  suppose  them  sen- 


* This  allodes  to  the  page  of  the  MS  letter,  whereon  oeitsiD  obeerrattoos  of  aenith  dUtanoe,  otade  in  Novem. 
and  Decem.  I6A9,  and  in  Jan.,  Feb..  March,  June,  Sept.,  Novetn.,  and  Daoetn.  IGWh  *rc  arranged  for  the  parpoee 
of  this  enquiry ; but  which  1 hare  not  considered  U necessary  to  transcribe.  F.  1). 

2 A 3 
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*iblc  at  tlic  itar.  And  therefore  the  difference  of  the  obaerved  zenith  distances,  after  they  are  cor- 
rected by  the  annual  access  to  the  pole,  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  the  sinking  of  the  instrument. 


(3.) 


1689,  Nov.  28*  Pitcium  . = 31  45  10  r Piscium  . =r  47  34  30 

Dec.  26,  . 5=  37  45  15  .=  47  34  30 

lienee  it  ie  evident  that  the  error  wai  the  Mine,  on  the  28th  of  November,  that  it  was  on  the  26tb 

of  December : that  is,  1'  I O''  in  both ; or  but  S"  bi^^  at  the  latter. 


(i-) 


1689*  Dec.  16,  i;  Gcmln:  . = 28  56  0 ft  Gemiti : . = 28  51  30 

1690,  Jan.  6 and  10  28  55  55  . = 28  51  30 

Whence  *tts  evident  again  that  the  tame  error  continued  to  the  10th  of  January  following.  For, 
the  alteration  of  the  nutation  could  cause  no  sensible  alteration  of  these  stars*  xenith  distances,  in 
this  place,  and  at  this  small  interval  of  time. 

To  avoid  all  suspicion  of  change  of  meridional  zenith  distances  by  the  nutation,  I shall  next  en- 
quire the  increase  of  the  error  of  the  instrument  by  such  stars,  on  which  it  could  bare  little  or  iin 
influence:  such  arc  they  as  lie  near  the  equinoctial  colure.  But  the  sun  approaching  the  stars  of 
Pisces,  I cannot  longer  find  them,  to  employ ; and  therefore  make  use  of  the  Virgin’s  Spike,  which, 
though  it  may  be  a little,  cannot  be  much  affected  by  it 

c f n 

1689,  Decern.  1,  the  star’s  merid.  zen.  dist.  n . . . 60  59  40 

(5.)  1690,  Feb.  14, 1 And  it  noted 61  0 10 

Its  annual  access  to  the  pole  is  20",  and  therefore  ought  now  to  be  61  0 15 

Whence  it  appears  that  the  error  in  February  1690  is  about  30"  more  than  it  was  in  December 
1689.  I suteitl'30". 

o f n 

1690,  April  ll  and  12,  a VirgioU  . =61  0 

26  „ . = 61  0 10 

May  12  „ . = 61  0 15 

June  5 „ . = 61  0 15 

From  all  which,  compared  together,  *tis  manifest  that  the  error  was  the  same  Feb.  14  to  June  5, 
1690:  that  is,  P 30". 

That  it  continued  the  same  all  this  tumroer  will  l)c  evident  by  comparing  observationa  of  the  same 
solstitial  star,  taken  at  both  the  equinoxes,  when  the  earth’s  equator  libraterl  widest  from  the  ecliptic, 
and  the  effects  of  the  nutation  were  the  same,  and  therefore  not  to  be  r^rded. 


(6.) 


1690,  March  7,  ft  Geminonim 
Sejit.  15,  „ 


= 28  51  45 
= 28  51  45 
= 28  51  50 


Therefore  the  instrument  continued  unmoved  from  March  7 to  Septem.  19;  and  the  error  P 30". 

In  September,  the  stars  of  Piscea,  that  had  been  observed  in  November  last,  became  f^in  observ- 
able. I will  examine  therefore  by  them  how  much  the  error  of  the  instrument  is  increased  since 
Novem.  28,  1689. 
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1690,  S«pt.  15  . « = 

45 

16  10 

e = 41 

28 

40 

C=  45 

33 

10 

/=45 

30 

25 

1689,  Not.  98  . 

45 

V 

V* 

o 

41 

28  : 

25 

45 

33 

0 

45 

30 

15 

•“ 

0 20 

— 

0 

15 

— 

0 

To 

0 

10 

Error,  Sept.  15,  1690  = 

1 30 

1 

30 

1 

30 

1 

30 

Error,  Nor.  98,  1689  = 

1 10 

1 

15 

1 

20 

1 

20 

1690,  Sept  16  . <3  = 

49 

19  0 

y = 49 

52 

55 

»•  = 51 

54 

40 

*•  = 52 

3 

15 

E.iet  . 

49 

18  40 

49 

52 

20 

51 

54 

25 

52 

2 

50 

— 

0 20 

— 

0 

35 

— 

0 

15 

— 

0 

25 

Error,  Sept  15,  1690 

1 30 

1 

.30 

1 

30 

1 

30 

Error,  Not.  28,  1689 

1 10 

~~0 

55 

I 

15 

1 

5 

1690,  Dec.  3 «id  11  »'  = 

51 

54  H 

»•  = 59 

3 

5 

X = 51 

24 

tV 

1689,  Not.  98  . , 

51 

54  25 

59 

2 

50 

51 

23 

45 

— 

0 20 

— 

0 

15 

— 

0 

20 

Error,  Sept.  15,  1690 

1 30 

1 

30 

1 

30 

Error,  Not.  98,  1689 

1 10 

1 

IS 

1 

10 

1690,  Sept  90  . . X = 

: 51 

94  0 

>.  = 46 

19 

45 

Ewet  . . . 

51 

93  45 

46 

19 

30 

a 

— 

0 15 

— 

0 

15- 

Error,  Sept  15,  1690 

1 30 

1 

30 

Error,  Not.  98,  1689 

1 15 

1 

15 

Which  being  done  ea  above*,  *tii  evident  that  on  November  28,  1689,  the  error  of  the  instniment 
waa  about  T l(y',  aa  it  waa  found  by  the  eiperimenta  of  December  13  and  16  following. 

The  errors  being  thus  got  from  Novem.  28,  1689,  to  Jan.  10,  1690,  to  be  1'  10",  and  from  Feb. 
14  to  Decern.  16,  1690,  to  be  1'  30",  it  remains  to  be  enquired  what  it  waa  from  Sept.  13  to  Nov. 
28 ; and  when  it  waa  that  it  increased  from  1'  10"  to  1'  30"  betwixt  the  10th  of  Jan,  and  14th  of 
February.  For  the  first, 

9 ! n o I n 

1689,  Sept  IS.  ' y Capric.  , = 69  29  10  , , d = 68  51  30 

(7.)  Oct  26.  „ . = 69  29  10  . . „ 68  51  25 

1690,  Sept.  15  and  Oct.  29  . — 69  29  40  Sept  25  „ 68  51  55 

'The  annual  access  of  these  stars  to  the  pole  is  15" ; which,  being  applied  to  the  error,  will  be  found 
in  September,  1689,  to  be  45"  or  50", 

. 1689,  Novero.  15,  X PLsdum  . ==  51  23  50  . , ij  = 31  44  50 

Novem.  28,  „ . = 51  24  5 , . „ 31  45  10 

15  20 

XVbence  'tii  apparent  that  the  error  was  greater  by  about  15"  or  20"  on  the  26tb  of  November  than 
on  the  15tb  or  I6th  ; and  since  on  the  28th  it  was  I'  10",  on  the  15th  it  will  be  O'  50"  or  O'  55", 
as  it  had  been  fonnd  by  experiments  on  the  -5th  and  8th  of  October. 


* TbsM  Stan  all  a]t«r  thaar  dedlnatloa  20*  par  atmam.  I hara  allowed  m much  In  these  coUatioot  t the  altera* 
<siea  ef  2 Dontha  baing  only  9^*1  which  la  scarce  aefttihle  on  the  Umb.  See  my  Leitrrh  Dr.  IVaUm. 
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1690,  Jan.  10  and  13,  the  meridional  diaUncea  of  the  BuU’a  south  eye  from  our  vertex  were  the 
same,  35®  38^  25"  = S07  * 72"*- : so  that  the  same  error  still  continues. 

O / « 


I find  it,  Jan.  23 

= 

00 

fO 

kO 

= 

80T75 

Feb.  2 

=2 

30 

3 

•71 

« 5 

= 

30 

= 

•76 

„ 8 

= 

35 

= 

•79 

„ 10 

35 

= 

•80 

H 

35 

3 

•15 

18 

= 

35 

3 

•80 

19 

= 

40 

3 

•79 

„ 22 

= 

40 

3 

•19 

March  13 

= 

n 

= 

•78 

If  ifie  allow  the  {naraliax  of  the  orb  sensible  at  this  star,  the  earth  receding  from  it,  its  latitude 
must  become  less,  and  consequently  its  zenith  distance  must  be  diminished  on  this  account.  And  if 
wp  a^lmit  the  nutation  perceptible  in  it,  the  pole  of  our  globe  approaches  it  on  this  account,  and  its 
zenith  distance  is  still  more  diminished  by  the  nutstion.  But,  af^cr  all  these  causes  working  the 
same  way  to  make  the  zenith  distances  less,  they  are  found  increaaing  continually  from  the  23rd  of 
January  to  the  22nd  of  February : not  accountiug  anything  for  its  access  to  the  pole,  on  the  account 
of  the  recess  of  the  equinoxes,  because  altogether  insensible  in  a month’s  time  it  this  star.  Hence 
I consider  titc  error  of  the  instrument  increased  20"  l)ctwixt  the  10th  of  January  and  the  22nd  of 
February : that  having  stated  it  on  January  10  only  I'  10",  on  the  2nd  of  February  it  was  increased 
tn  1'  20^^  and  on  the  7th  or  8th  to  1^30";  which  error  continued  all  that  year  following,  to  Dec. 
16,  on  which  day  the  observations  end,  the  threads  being  broke.  Before  the  beginning  of  tlie  new 
year,  1691,  the  instniment  again  sunk ; and  the  error  found  bigger  afterwards. 

From  these  collations,  I have  stated  the  errors  of  the  instrument  from  the  13th  of  September, 
1689,  to  the  I6ih  of  December,  1690,  as  follows  : 

/ ff 

1689,  Sept  13,  error  = 0 50  per  collat.  (7) 

Oct  26,  „ = 0 55  „ <7) 

Nov.  15  and  16,  „ = 0 55  „ (8) 

..  28,  „ = 1 10  „ <3) 

Dec.  16,  „ = 1 10  per  experimen. 

1690,  Jan.  10,  „ = 1 10  per  collat.  (4) 

Feb.  2,  „ = 1 20  „ (9) 

« 7.  „ = 1 30  „ (5> 

Dec.  16.  „ = 1 30  „ 0)and(2) 

and  hereby  corrected  the  zenith  distances,  observed  and  copied  from  tbe  instrument,  of  a good 
number  of  remarkable  fixed  stars,  chosen  conveniently  for  finding  the  errors  of  the  instrument  in 
future  years,  and  discovering  tbe  nutation.  To  each  of  the  stars,  when  first  observed,  I have  added 
the  variations  of  their  distances  from  the  pole,  for  one  degree  increase  of  their  longitudes : whereby 
their  true  distances  from  the  vertex,  or  pole,  may  be  gained  for  any  time  to  come,  within  an  age  : 
and  comparing  them  (corr^t  by  the  variation)  with  the  observed,  the  error  of  the  instrument  and 
nutation  (if  sensible)  discovered  and  determined. 
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In  the  end  of  [the]  year-books*  I have  enquired  the  errors  of  the  instnnnent  by  several  stars ; 
not  having  any  regard  either  to  the  parallax  of  the  orb,  or  nutation  (which  their  agreement  shows  tu 
be  small).  But,  here,  I shall  pitch  only  on  such  as  may  ser^c  to  determine  the  errors  more  accu- 
rately, and  give  the  nutation,  if  sensible.  And  therefore  1 shall  make  use  of  those  stars  that  lie 
nearest  the  equinoctial  colure;  employing  also  the  solstitial  stars,  as  often  as  I find  them  observed 
ttt  the  times  of  the  equinox. 

Had  I been  aware  of  the  meridional  zenith  distances  being  corrupted  by  the  parallaxes  and  nuta- 
tion, when  I first  began  to  employ  the  mural  arc,  1 had  been  as  careful  to  forecast  for  these,  as  1 
H-as  for  the  pole-star  on  another  account.  Since  I was  not,  it  cannot  be  suspected  tlmt  any  of  them 
are  wrested  to  show  what  they  woukl  not  afford.  1 give  the  obeervationa  aimply  as  they  were  copied 
from  the  instrument:  my  reader,  if  skilful,  will  see  whether  they  are  justly  applied  or  no.  1 must 
only  acquaint  him  that  when  the  zenith  dislancea  of  any  stars  have  been  obeerved  several  times 
together,  one  after  another,  ainl  that  there  is  some  small  difference  betwixt  them,  1 make  use  of  that 
which  is  biggest : because  that  when,  through  haste,  dne  care  has  out  been  taken  to  clear  the  edge 
of  the  index,  the  little  dust  and  filth  adhering  to  it  sometimes  makes  the  distance,  numbered  on  the 
diagonals,  10  or  15  seconds  less  than  it  ought  to  be,  or  really  was  and  would  have  been  numbered, 
had  the  dual  been  wiped  off.  I find,  by  comparing  my  obaervationt  of  the  sun’s  meridional  dis- 
tances from  the  vertex  at  the  solstices,  snd  the  latitude  thence  deduced  with  the  latitude  found  by 
the  pole-star,  that  some  such  fault  has  been  committed  as  requires  this  allowance  of  about  4-  of  a 
minute,  to  be  added  to  all  the  zenith  distances  observed  f ‘ which  might  happen  by  the  stretching  of 
the  feet,  or  bending  of  the  beam  compassca,  when  the  points  of  60  and  30  degrees  were  laid  oC 
And  that  this  must  be  applied  in  all  the  measures  taken,  whether  the  stars  passed  the  meridian  to 
the  north  or  south  of  our  vertex  : or  rather,  12(y'  when  above  40  degrees  south  or  north  ; 10''  when 
less.  When  therefore  these  observations  come  to  be  applied,  15"  must  be  deducted  from  the  errors ; 
which  are  always  to  be  subtracted  fri>m  the  zenith  distances,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  arc  : or  the 
zenith  distances,  correct  by  the  simple  errors,  must  be  augmented  15  seconds. 

I shall  copy  but  a few  observations  of  those  many  I have  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year-books, 
or  diaries  of  my  observations,  where  I have  sought  out  the  errors ; but  rather  excerp  such  observa- 
tions as  I have  not  yet  made  use  of,  in  the  enquiry  of  tlie  errors ; and  which  ( think  most  proper,  on 
all  accounts  ; whereby  the  errors,  I have  formerly  determined,  will  either  be  confirmed  or  corrected. 
And  herein  1 shall  lake  care  to  compare  observations  of  stars  made  at  the  same  time  of  the  year, 
chiefly  for  finding  the  errors : because  then,  neither  nutation,  nor  parallax  of  the  orb,  can  affect 
them.  But,  for  enquiring  the  nutation  itself,  1 must  compare  observations  of  stars  lying  near  the 
^Istitial  colure,  and  taken  about  the  solstices,  with  other  observations  of  the  same  stars,  got  near 
the  equinoxes : or  of  the  stars  of  Virgo  and  Pisces  taken  at  the  same  times.  Hence  I conclude  the 
•errors  of  the  instruntent, 

/ T1 


B91,  Jan.  20, 

Feb.  20. 
March  10, 
April — Augtist 


2 5 per  atars  in  Gemini. 

2 10  — — Taurus,  Gemini,  Viigo. 

2 1 5 per  v and  y Virgiuis. 

2 15  per  a Leonis  and  a Virginia. 


* These  are  the  origiosl  obserration  books  (MSS,  vob.  4— S),  wbers  tbo  steps  of  tbs  proosss,  pomisd  by  flios. 
•teed,  are  given  in  detail.  F.  B. 

,f  See  this  note,  in  page  186  { there  net  being  room  for  its  ksertioa  here.  T.  M. 
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1691,  Sept,  ineunte 
October 
Novem.  2 
« 22 
Deoem.  I 


f w 

2 20  per  k,  x and  X Piscium. 

2 25 

2 25  per  a Leonia. 

2 35  1 „ . - 

^ r per  stars  in  Gemim. 

2 30  f * 

2 35  per  stars  in  Gemini  and  PUcea. 


It  may  be  an  argument  for  the  nutation  oS  the  earth's  axis,  that  the  errors  of  the  instnimenis  art 
found  greater,  by  about  15"  or  20",  by  the  stars  in  Gemini,  than  by  the  stars  of  Piacea,  in  Decem- 
ber. For,  admitting  the  nutation  to  be  about  ^ or  of  a minute, * 

in  the  months  of  March  and  September,  the  stars  in  the  feet  of  Gemini  are  near^t  the  vertex,  and 
the  error  wii)  be  [the]  same  that  it  » found  by  tlie  stars  of  Pisces  and  Virgo.  But,  in  June  and 
December,  the  said  stars  of  Gemini,  with  those  that  lie  near  the  opposite  parts  of  the  same  colure, 
will  be  remotest  from  our  pole ; and  therefore  the  error  of  the  instrument  greater  by  them,  than  by 
the  stars  of  Virgo  and  Pisces,  by  about  ^ or  i of  a minute. 

I find  but  few  observations  of  the  meridional  xenith  diatances  of  the  stars  of  Virgo  and  Piscea 
taken  this  year  [1C92  ?]  because  most  of  my  pains  were  employed  in  constellations  remote  from  [the] 
ecliptic,  and  therefore  can  only  determine  the  error  of  the  instrument  from  other  stars,  as  I have 


done  in  this  page.  But,  from  some 

few 

of  them,  argumenta  may  be  drawn  for  a nutation  of  the 

earth's  axis. 

/ 

1692,  Jan.  1, 

Error 

2 

40  per  a Librse. 

».  23, 

n 

= 

2 

45  per  a Lconis  and  7,  /i  Gemin. 

Feb.  16, 

= 

2 

50  per  stars  in  Gemini. 

Mar.  4, 

M 

2 

50  per  y Geminorum. 

April  22, 

„ 

= 

2 

50  per  a Virginis  and  a Leonis. 

May  4, 

yy 

= 

3 

0 j>er  a Virginis. 

M 16, 

n 

= 

3 

0 per  a Virginis. 

„ 19, 

„ 

= 

3 

20  per  2 and  0 Scorpii. 

July,  and  Aug. 

15, 

= 

3 

30  per  » Sagiitarii.  (Vide  F<w-BooJl.) 

Sept.  14. 

= 

3 

5 per  0 and  y Piecium  1 Arg.  uutat,  si  confcrc- 

28. 

„ 

= 

3 

15  per  r,  p,  0,,},  ft  Gemin.)  tur  cum  obs.  Decern. 

Nov.  27, 

ft 

= 

3 

20  per  a Virginis. 

Dec.  5, 
» 11, 

yt 

1, 

: 

3 

3 

20  per  y,  t Piscium  1 . 

, . fArg.  nutationis. 

35  per  A,  IT,  ft  Gemm.  J 

N B.  The  errors  come 

bigger  by  the 

start 

' of  Scorpio  and  Sagittarius  in  June  and  July,  than  or 

Virginia  before.  September  28,  rather  bigger  by  the  stars  of  Geminorum  than  of  Pisces.  Decem- 
ber 5 and  11,  certainly  bigger.  An  argument  of  a very  small  nutation,  for  it  was  increasing  Sept. 
28th.  The  errors  in  March  and  September  may  be  taken  from  the  observations  of  the  stars  of 
Pisces,  Gemini,  and  Virgo  indifferently  : but,  in  June  and  December,  only  from  the  stars  of  Virgo 
and  IHsces,  which  are  good  all  the  year. 


* lltU  Hntcnce  is  left  iocompUte  in  the  MS.  It  sppaars,  from  the  oomputation  la  ths  msr^iX  of  ihe  tKwk, 
ebst,  in  Doc«nb«r,  ths  otisenrations  of  the  stars  in  Qatnini  gave  tbs  error  equal  to  Sf  40" ; obikt  those  In  Pisevs 
gave  errors  varying  freca  9^  90"  to  9'  36".  F.  B. 
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March  4, 

Eri-or 

— 

f 

3 

M 

40  per  r)  and  ^ Geminonim. 

„ 

18, 

„ 

= 

3 

40  per  stars  in  Virgo. 

May 

5. 

» 

= 

3 

55  per  stare  in  Viign. 

July 

21, 

„ 

= 

4 

0 per  stars  in  Sagittarius. 

Sept. 

4, 

= 

3 

35  per  stare  in  Pisces. 

n 

25, 

„ 

4 

0 per  tj  and  ft  Geminonim. 

t» 

26, 

tt 

4 

0 per  r Sagitt. : and  x,  t Piscium 

Nov. 

20. 

It 

= 

4 

0 per  Y and  X Piscium. 

Dec. 

19. 

H 

= 

4 

25  per  stare  in  Gemini. 

This  ye&r  the  errors  are  fousd  less  by  the  stars  of  FUces  on  the  4ih  of  September,  than  by  the 
Stan  of  GeiPtiii  aiKl  Sa^plterius,  by  ^ or  | of  a minute  : as  they  were  last  year. 

t » 


1694,  Jan. 

5, 

Error 

= 

4 

20  per  stare  in  Virgo. 

„ 

„ 

= 

4 

25  per  stare  in  Gemini. 

Feb. 

21. 

*» 

4 

25  per  a Lconis  and  stare  in  Gemini. 

March  14, 

,, 

= 

4 

25  per  a Lconis  and  y Virginis. 

„ 

29, 

„ 

4 

25  per  a I^nis  and  n Virginis. 

April 

25, 

4 

30  per  a Leonis  and  q,a  Viiginis. 

June 

15. 

4 

II  per  stare  in  Sagittarius. 

Aug. 

24, 

„ 

= 

4 

20  per  X and  X Piscium. 

Sept. 

21. 

» 

= 

4 

15  per  (i  and  x Piscium. 

„ 

22. 

„ 

= 

4 

20  per  /3,  X,  X,  i Piscium. 

II 

23, 

„ 

= 

4 

30  per  A,  ft  Gemin. 

n 

30, 

It 

4 

25  per  v,  y,  1 Gemin. 

Octob.  27, 

„ 

= 

4 

If  per  or  I^uis  ami  y,  t,  c Piscium. 

Dec. 

13, 

„ 

= 

4 

If  per  tf  Piscium  and  y,  a,  Viiginis. 

In  this  year  the  errors,  found  hy  the  stars  of  Cremini  and  Virgo,  agree  very  well  together  : those 
found  by  the  stars  of  Sagittarius  agree  very  well  with  them.  But,  when  the  stars  of  Pisces  come 
observable  in  September,  the  errors  arc  found  less  than  by  (he  stars  in  Gemini : whereas,  admitting 
the  nutation,  they  ought  to  be  the  same,  and  only  less  than  those  of  December,  found  by  the  stars 
of  Gemini.  This  year,  1 find  no  ofascrvatkins  of  the  stars  in  Gemini,  taken  in  December;  whereby 
1 might  have  resolved  this  doubt.  The  errors  seem  increased  not  above  i of  a minute,  betwixt  the 
5th  of  January  and  the  end  of  the  year.  Last  year  1 wanted  observations  of  the  stars  of  Virgo  and 
Pisces  in  December.  The  reason  of  these  defects  is  because  at  these  times  I was  busy  about  getting 
a stock  of  obsenrabons  for  rectifying  the  stars  of  the  northern  and  other  constellations,  and  therefore 
thought  not  of  taking  any  observations  of  tliese  stare  for  determining  the  nutation.  Those  1 use  are  such 
as  1 had  taken  with  a different  view : their  agreement  shows  the  excellency  of  observations  made  with 
telescopical  sights,  and  what  exactness  may  be  expected  from  instruments  of  a bigger  radius,  firmly 
fixed. 
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Aoto  to/K^  IS3.— As  the  nippoMderror  ia  the djndoa  of  Fl»Riit«cid'8  mura]  arc,  Dieotioo«(i  ia  183,  isa 
carcunutADoe  of  tmich  ioiporu»ce,  and,  if  true,  would  affect  all  his  teoith  distance  obtervatioDs,  1 Bhall  here  state 
at  lenj^h  the  evidence  on  which  be  oousidered  that  it  was  jiutlv  founded.  The  compamtve  observatloua,  to 
which  he  alludes  in  the  text,  are  oollecied  tufcrtber,  luid  <|uoied  in  the  frag^iuent  of  a Latin  letter  addressed  bjr  him 
to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  relatire  to  the  parallax  vi  the  earth's  orbit,  and  dated  January  US,  US118.il,  inserted  in  MSS,  Tid. 
39,  page  113 1 the  parts  here  extracted  are  to  be  found  at  page  116  and  page  127. 


ExndIi  soaa. 

Latitude. 

• h Puto. 

1 

e f a 

• re 

i 1689 

SI  36  43 

2 31  27 

1 1G90 

66 

31  0 

1691 

60 

30  36 

1693 

37 

30  17 

IG93 

42 

19  67 

1694 

43 

19  42 

1696 

47 

10  17 

1696 

47 

18  &7 

Intermedia  s 

61  28  46 

0 Troptcl  1 Veri. 
diiL  mlalms. 

0 Troptet  fe  Ver  C 
dtvl.  ■•silma. 

Obikjnius 

EclipUrs. 

hMitUdu 

Ob««mtarii. 

• re 

“ ; 

e 

• 9 

m 

« 

r ff 

10 

37  39  so 

1689,  Dec. 

13 

74  67 

7 

23  38 

63 

61 

28  23 

1690,  Jane- 

13 

30 

< • . 

• 

• 

28 

58 

18 

10 

30 

9 

67 

18 

28 

69 

19 

— , 

1690,  Dec. 

13 

90 

1 

12 

67 

13 

28 

61 

31 

11 

36 

r 10 

66 

68 

28 

46 

11 

13 

33 

1091,  Dec. 

87 

23 

39 

4 

23 

1693,  June 

11 

10 

lu 

67 

23 

29 

0 

16 

10 

r 10 

87 

0 

28 

66 

6 

1693,  Dee. 

10 

II 

57 

10 

39 

0 

10 

1693,  June 

13 

43 

1693.  Dm. 

11 

66 

43 

38 

30 

13 

n 

28 

. 66 

43 

38 

37 

6 

13 

43 

. 

38 

30 

19 

38 

19 

57 

4 

28 

48 

16 

1694,  Dec. 

48 

67 

8 

38 

47 

16 

1696,  June 

11 

60 

1606,  Dec. 

1" 

66 

15 

38 

8 

18 

U 

66 

33 

98 

1« 

36 

1696,  June 

9 

40 

11 

Wi 

43 

38 

31 

M 

1696,  Dec. 

1697,  June 

10 

60 

1 

11 

68 

60 

28 

so 

20 

Ititermadin 

• “ 

61 

38  16 

The  difference  between  these  two  results  is  the  half  of  which  FUmatecd  ounsiders  to  be  the  emu-  of  divi* 
sion.  F.  B. 


[Here  the  substance  of  this  letter,  which  is  oopiod  from  MSS,  Tot  39,  page  135,  » brought  abruptly 
to  a close,  by  the  folluwiug  note,  vix. : “ I was  ill,  all  this  year  [1695  V],  till  Michaelmas,  with  the 
bead*achc;  which  ended  in  a 6t  of  the  stone.  AiUiwanla,  well  of  the  hcad*achc  and  stone  both. 
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**  exceyit  when  I got  greet  caldt.**  In  the  subsequent  pAges  of  the  book,  the  results  of  the  computa- 
tions for  the  error  of  the  instrument  are,  in  a similar  manner,  giren  for  the  years  1695,  1696,  1697. 
169S,  and  1699  : hut  as  there  art*  no  lemarks  annexed  to  them,  and  as  enough  has  been  already 
transcribed  to  show  Flamsteed’s  method  of  puceeding  in  these  cases,  I have  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  copy  them  here.  The  composition  of  this  letter  apjiears  to  have  extended  to  July  20,  1700 1 up 
to  which  date  the  calculations  are  carried  on,  in  the  margin  of  the  book.  F.  B.} 


No,  53.)  The  SteJe  of  the  Ohservatory ; (tmtten  tn  October  1700.) 

Several  persomt,  about  the  year  1674,  pretending  to  the  discovery  of  the  longitude,  and  the  most 
skilful  of  them  pn>po«ing  to  5nd  it  by  comparing  the  moon’s  apparent  places  (got  by  observing  her 
distances  from  fixed  stars)  with  her  places  given  by  astronomical  tables  (A*),  it  was  represented  to 
hit  then  Majesty,  King  Charles  II,  (by  the  lyird  Brounckcr,  at  that  time  |>rincipa)  uflScer  at  the 
Navy  Board,  Sir  Jonas  Moor,  Surveyor-General  of  the  Ordnance,  and  several  other  able  mathemati- 
cians aliout  the  court) — that  this  method  was  indeed  the  most  likely  to  prove  useful  to  our  sailora, 
because  roost  practicable ; but  that  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  made  by  T)'cho  Brahe,  a noble 
Dane,  an  age  agunc,  and  miw  used,  was  both  erroneous  and  incomplete: — that  the  beat  tables  of  the 
moon's  motions  (which,  with  the  places  of  the  fixed  stars,  must  necessarily  be  employed  in  the  en* 
quiry  of  the  longitude  by  this  method)  erred  sometimes  above  20  minutes  ; which  would  sometimes 
cause  a fault  of  IS  degree,  or  300  leagues  in  the  determination  of  the  longitude  by  it : — that  the 
longitudes  of  the  coasts  in  our  sen  charts  having  Iteen  laid  down  from  ctmrac  accounts  of  sea  voyages 
of  our  first  navigators,  and  not  from  celestial  observations,  as  they  ought,  were  very  crroncoua ; so 
that  our  sailors  could  expect  no  help  frr)m  this  method,  rill  both  the  places  of  the  fixed  stars  were 
rectified,  and  new  tables  of  the  moon's  motions  made,  that  might  represent  her  placet  in  the  heavens 
to  some  tolerable  degree  of  exactness;  for  which,  a large  stuck  of  very  accurate  obser\’arions,  conti- 
mie<l  for  some  years,  was  altogether  requisite,  but  wanting : and  that  therefore  his  Majesty  would 
(give  a great  and  altogether  uecewary  encouragement  to  our  navigation  and  commerce  (the  strength  and 
wealth  of  our  nation)  if  he  would  cautse  an  Observatory  to  be  built,  furnished  with  proper  instru- 
ments, and  persons  skilful  in  mathematics,  especially  astronomy,  to  be  employed  in  it,  to  take  new 
observations  in  the  heavens,  both  of  the  fixed  stars  and  planets,  in  order  to  correct  their  places  and 
motions,  the  moon's  e«]ieciaUy ; that  so  no  help  might  be  wanting  to  our  sailors  for  correcting  their 
sea  charts,  or  finding  the  places  of  their  ships  at  sea. 

Hereupon  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  order  an  Observatory  to  be  built  in  €lreenwich  Park  (B)  : 
Mr.  Flamsteed  was  appointed  to  the  work,  with  the  allowance  of  only  ^100  per  annum,  payable  out 
of  the  office  of  the  Ordnance  ; and  a labourer  in  ordinary  from  the  Tower,  to  move  the  instruments, 
count  the  clock,  and  call  him  at  huuns  in  the  night  proper  fiu  his  buainesa  (C). 

The  foundations  of  the  Observatory  were  laid  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1675  ; it  was  finished  in 
1676  ; Sir  Jonas  Moor,  by  his  Majesty’s  ortlcr,  inking  care  of  the  structure,  and  furnishing  it  with 
two  movements,  a large  sextant  of  7 feet  radius,  of  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  contrivance,  for  measuring  arches 
in  the  heavens,  and  some  telescope  glasses,  at  his  own  charge. 

* !;>««  notw  in  page  189,  ke.  F.  B. 
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A mural  aemicircle  (of  the  same  radius  with  the  sextant)  with  a voluble  quadrant,  a skilful  assist* 
ant,  and  calculators  to  help  to  compute  the  places  of  the  stars  and  planets  from  the  observations,  as 
Miou  as  he  should  have  gained  a com|>ctcnt  stock  of  them,  were  dematuicd  by  Mr.  Flamsteed,  as 
absolutely  necessary,  and  promited  him ; hut  delayed  at  that  time  because  the  chai^  of  the  buildimt 
had  something;  exceeded  what  was  expected.  The  public  distractions  followed  in  1518;  and  Sir 
Jonas  Moor  died  in  1519  (D)  ; whereby  the  Observatory  was  dc])rived  ita  best  friend,  and  not 
only  of  these  necessaries,  but  many  others  wherewith  (out  of  a love  to  useful  knowled^,  and  an 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  honor  and  good  of  his  country)  be  had  designed  to  adorn  and  sup- 
l>ort  it. 

As  soon  as  the  Observatory  was  habitable,  Mr.  Flamsteed  began  to  observe  the  intermutual  dis* 
lances  of  the  fixed  stars,  and  the  planets  from  them  (E)  ; in  order  to  restore  the  places  of  the  one, 
and  mutiona  of  the  other  : having  hired  an  ingenious  servant  to  assist  him,  and  maintained  one  in 
the  same  post  ever  since.  lie  made  a voluble  quadrant  and  other  necesaary  instnimenta  also  at  his 
own  charge  (F),  with  which  he  continued  to  work  from  the  year  1576  to  1689.  The  observations 
are  fair  described  in  four  folio  volumes,  under  pru|)cr  heads,  that  they  may  be  easily  recurred 
to(G).  But,  now  finding  it  high  time  to  get  another  sort  of  ohservatious,  to  connect  them  with, 
and  for  obtaining  which  he  hitherto  had  wanted  a convenient  instrument,  in  the  years  1688  and 
1689,  he  contrived  and  built  a laix*-*  mural  arc,  of  7 foot  radius,  and  HO  degrees  in  the  limb,  at  hi» 
ouvi  ( 11 ) : wherewith,  finding  it  alone  Buflicicnt,  he  has  continued  his  observations  ever 

since.  Which,  of  what  value  they  are  fur  exactness  and  ceitaiuiy,  skilful  persons  will  easily  judire, 
by  a specimen  of  tlicm  be  has  printe<l  in  a late  Lelter  to  Dr.  IVaJiit;  wherein  he  has  demonstrated, 
from  eight  years*  continued  ubscrvaiions  of  the  pule  star,  that  the  {wrallax  of  the  earth's  orb  is  sen- 
sible at  the  fixed  stars : which  was  not  done  before,  nor  could  he  proved  by  any  o1»servation8  taken 
with  instrumenta  formerly  made. 

The  observatiuna,  taken  with  this  instrument  in  10  )'ears  past,  since  it  was  built,  are  fair  describetl 
in  two  folio  volumes;  and  are  in  number  above  five  and  twenty  thousand.  From  the  solar  obser- 
vations (a  part  of  them)  in  the  year  1694,  he  derived  solar  tables : and  from  them,  has  lately  made 
tables  of  the  sun’s  diK:linations,  for  the  use  of  our  sailors,  that  will  serve  them  100  years  (i). 

The  number  of  the  fixed  stars,  visible  with  the  naked  eye,  obsci  ved  by  him  with  (his  inatrumeut, 
he  accounts  about  .3000 : of  which  he  has,  since  then,  determined  the  right  ascensions,  distances 
from  the  pole,  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  above  fifteen  hundred;  adding  tlie  variations  of  buili, 
answering  to  one  degree  change  of  longitude.  Whereby  the  right  ascensions  oud  dcclinatiuns  of 
them  may  be  got,  to  any  time  past  or  to  come ; which  will  be  of  great  use  to  our  sailors.  And  this 
has  been  done  with  the  help  of  only  one  servant,  and  a calculator  hired  at  a great  distance  in  the 
country,  at  his  own  chaige,  in  five  years  past,  since  he  made  bis  new  solar  tables. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  obeervatioM  have  been  continued,  as  occasion  required ; and  perwms  of 
knoan  ability  and  skill  (K)  have  l)cen  famished  with  amne  humlreds  of  nu^surcs  uf  refractions, 
and  places  of  the  superior  planets  and  moon,  derived  )>nth  from  them  ami  the  licst  tables  extant ; 
in  order  to  the  rectifying  the  tables  of  refractions,  and  determining  (he  motion  of  the  planets,  the 
moon's  especially ; of  which  wc  hope,  in  a short  time,  to  have,  by  this  means,  such  tttbles  as  shall 
represent  her  places  in  the  heavens,  very  nearly. 

The  eclipses  and  configurations  of  Jupiter’s  satellites  have  also  been  continually  observed,  as  the 
weather  permitted.  Aud  new  tables  of  their  motions  will  be  made,  which  will  be  of  great  use  to  our 
wailors  for  correcting  the  longitudes  of  known  coasts,  or  finding  those  of  uitknown  (L). 
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There  rem&in : 

1.  The  right ascentione  and  distances  of  about  1500  fixed  stars,  tn  be  determined  from  the  obser- 
vations already  taken ; with  their  longitudes  and  latitudi^ : and  the  above-mentioned  variation,  to 
be  determined  ftom  them,  in  order  to  complete  the  catalogue  (M). 

2.  The  places  of  the  moon  to  be  calculated,  from  the  observations  taken  with  the  sextant,  betwixt 
toe  years  1676  and  1689;  which  require  persons  of  more  than  ordinary  skill  and  patience  to  com- 
pute them,  being  in  number  betwixt  four  and  five  hundred. 

3.  As  also  her  places,  to  be  derived  from  observations  made  betwixt  1689  and  1699,  above  300. 

4.  Maps  of  the  constellations  to  be  made  anew  {or  copied  from  those  already  made),  to  be  ptinted 
with  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars. 

5.  The  volumes  of  obserrations  to  be  copied  for  the  press  (that  the  originals  may  be  preser>'cii, 
tn  be  recurred  unto  in  case  of  any  doubt,  mis-print,  or  suspected  error),  together  with  tables  already 
made,  to  be  used  with  them. 

Comjiaring  what  he  has  been  able  to  do  in  five  years  last  past,  with  the  help  of  his  servant  and 
hired  calculator  in  the  country,  with  what  remains  to  be  done,  it  will  be  readily  coucluded  that, 
without  more  help  of  calculaiors,  he  will  not  be  able  to  finish  the  remaining  part  of  bis  work  in  less 
than  ten  or  a dozen  years.  Tliat  half  a dozen  expert  persons  are  no  less  than  will  be  necessary  to 
finish,  in  two  or  three  years : which,  if  they  be  allowed  him,  the  observations  may  be  immediately 
copied  by  one  of  the  must  skilful  of  them,  and  committed  to  the  preu.  The  requisite  calculations 
may  be  made,  the  catalogues  finished,  the  maps  of  the  coRstellaUons  engraved,  and  all  be  ready 
tn  be  piinted  before  the  observations  be  wrought  off. 

In  the  mean  lime,  the  planets’  places  may  be  calculated  from  the  observations,  and  with  the 
necessary  tables  for  the  ease  of  calculation,  prepared  for  the  press,  and  printed  next  after.  Whereby 
those  persons,  who  are  at  work  on  the  theories  of  the  planets,  will  have  all  they  can  desire  for  the 
restitution  of  them,  put  into  their  hands.  And  our  sailors  will,  in  a short  time,  be  futnished  with 
all  those  helps,  which  astronomy  can  afford  them,  for  correcting  their  sea  charts,  and  finding  the 
true  places  of  their  ships  at  sea.  Natural  philosophy  will  be  improved  with  several  uscfiil  dis- 
coveries; and  his  Majesty  acknowledged  the  greatest  and  best  patron  of  the  useful  arts  of  peace, 
well  as  of  war  (N). 

He  hopes  that,  with  the  calculators,  allowance  will  be  made  him  far  building  larger  and  more 
firm  instruments,  than  those  he  has  made  at  his  own  charge,  to  remain  to  posterity : which  will  turn 
to  the  honor  of  his  Majesty  and  the  nation,  by  further  discoveries,  and  confirming  or  correcting  what 
he  has  hitherto  done.  And  that,  to  reimburse  him  above  XlOOO  he  has  expended  in  hiring  assistants 
and  making  instruments,  the  charge  of  the  impression  of  his  works  will  be  allowed  him  by  h*** 
Majesty. 

{Copied  from  the  original^  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  27.  There  are  two  other  drafts  of  it,  slightly 
differiog  from  the  present,  in  the  same  volume,  pages  15  and  19.  F.  B.j 

[JVotejf  to  fAc  flAow,  Ay  Mr.  FlatttsUvd.] 

(A).  This  gentleman  was  a Frenchman,  called  himself  Le  Sieur  de  St.  Pierre,  and  by  an  interest 
in  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth  * *,  got  himself  rccummeBdcd  to  the  King  Charles  II,  who  gave  a 

* Thf  initial  otily  uf  tbi*  name  it  given  in  the  MS ; but  in  amither  draft  of  ilii?«e  mitea.  alluded  to  in  page 

4be  name  it  »tatcd  at  full  length.  F.  B. 
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c«jji' niMioi*  10  the  Lord  Vifcount  BrouDcker,  the  Bi«hop  of  Salinbury  (Dr.  Ward),  Sit  Rulicrt 
Morray,  Sir  Chariea  Scarb<m)ugU,  Sir  Junaa  Moor,  [Cot  Titus],  Dr.  Pel),  and  other  eminent 
inalhcmaticiana  about  the  Court,  to  hear  his  proposals.  They  met  at  Col.  Titus’s  house;  where,  by 
a power  given  in  their  commision,  1 was  chosen  into  tlicir  number,  furoishod  him  with  such  data 
as  he  required,  and  showed  the  insufiBciency  of  them  for  the  end  he  propiised ; and  suggested  to  them 
wliat  they  represented  to  the  King,  which  they  apprehended  very  easily. 

(B) .  Chelsea  College  [then  ruinous]  was  pro]>osed  by  some  persons;  and  I went  to  see  it  But, 
Greenwich  Hill  being  mentione<i  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  the  King  approved  of  it,  as  the  most 
pro])er;  the  same  having  been  proposed  to  King  Charles  I,  as  I was  told  by  hlr.  Moore,  an 
ingenious  old  mathcniatician  then  living:  and  tliat  the  Observatory  was  to  have  been  built  on  the 
other  hill  in  the  park ; and  an  instrument,  as  large  as  any  Uic  Arabs  boast  of,  fixed  in  it  for 
determining  the  meridional  heights  and  declinations  of  the  fixed  stars,  and  other  astronomical 
observations. 

(C) -  The  laborer  being  jtaid  by  the  Office  of  the  Ordnance  as  well  as  myself,  looked  upon 
himself  as  the  Kite’s  servant : and  Ixring  a peraon  only  fit  for  hard  labor,  was  rather  a hindcrance 
than  help  to  me  ; but  always  a certain  charge.  For,  I was  forced  to  allow  him  diet ; or  want  his 
attendance  when  I had  occasion  for  him,  on  his  pretence  providing  it.  1111,  in  the  year  1694, 
the  officers  allowed  me  to  name  my  own  laborer:  since  which  time  I have  named  one  of  my  own 
servants,  and  received  his  {xiy  for  his  maintenance ; which  is  a favor  I must  erver  acknowledge  : 
[and  1 valued  it  the  more,  because  it  made  me  easy,  and  furnished  me  with  an  ingenious  and 
tractable  youth,  instead  of  a surly  laborer.] 

(D) .  August  17,  1679.  When  I came  to  serve  the  King,  Sept  1674,  the  principal  board  officers. 
Sir  Jonas  Moor,  Sir  George  l^liarton,  Sir  Edward  Sberbuume,  were  skilful  persons  iu  several  parta 
of  mathematics;  and  the  others,  lovers  of  them.  But,  upon  the  decease  of  the  two  first,  and 
removal  of  the  last,  gentlemen  succeeded  that  were  not  accomplished,  as  their  predecessors  had 
been  : from  whom,  therefore,  I could  not  expect  the  like  support.  ’Tis  usual  with  people  to  despise 
those  arts  of  which  they  are  not  masters,  or  have  but  little  relish  ; yet  1 must  confess  that,  from 
some  of  them,  I have  received  favors  ( expected  not. 

(£).  September,  1676,  with  the  sextant:  [from  April,  IC76.  to  this  time]. 

(F) .  A mural  arc,  of  7 foot  radius,  in  16B3;  which  proved  too  slight:  though  he  finds  the 
observations  taken  with  it  much  better  than  he  esteemed  them.  [The  tclescupe  tubes  and  glasses  I 
provided  at  my  own  charge.] 

(G) .  About  20000,  in  number,  of  the  planets*  distances  from  the  fixed  stars,  snd  of  the  stars 
themselves  ^m  each  other,  measured  with  the  sextant. 

(H) .  Above  ^120.  [Lord  Dartmouth  was  Master  of  the  Ordnance ; who  promi^d  to  reimburse 
what  it  cost  me:  but  he  being  removed  from  that  post  before  it  was  finished,  and  dying  soon  after, 
and  a chargeable  war  foUuwnng,  I lost  all  my  hopes  of  being  rc{)aid ; and  resolved  to  lose  uo  time 
now  ! had  got  an  instrument  that  answered  all  the  ends  for  which  I designed  it.] 

(I) .  In  the  year  16S9,  from  such  observations  as  I had  taken  witli  the  sextant,  and  the  slight 
mural  arc  made  in  1683,  I had  rectified  the  places  of  about  120  principal  fixed  stars:  from  which, 
whilst  I was  laying  in  a new  stock  with  the  mural  arc,  I derived  the  moon’s  places  as  oft  as  I ob- 
seiA'ed  her  in  the  years  1689 — 1692,  with  the  new  strong  mural  arc.  [1  calculated  also  her  place  from 
my  lunar  tables,  printed  in  tny  Doctrine  of  the  Sphere^  to  the  time  of  every  observation ; snd  drew  the 
work  into  3 Urge  sheet  rynoiwes : which,  with  the  elements  of  the  calculation,  showed  the  difference 
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between  the  tqood’i  observed  and  computed  places.]  Which  were  imparted,  ia  September  161)4, 
to  — — . 

(K) .  Mr.  Newton ; with  the  moon’s  places  derived  from  my  old  lunar  tables,  and  elements  of 
calculation  : by  which  he  hoped  to  rectify  her  theory,  and  save  me  that  labor.  I name  him  uot« 
because  he  it  unwilling  to  be  mentioned ; because  further  observations  (}>crhaps  continued  19  years) 
will  be  requisite  to  {icrfcct  the  theories  of  the  moon,  and  he  would  not  be  dunned  for  bis  work  bitfure 
he  can  accomplish  it.  Others  hare  employed  their  pains  on  the  superior  planets,  whom  1 have  nut 
mentioned,  for  the  same  reason  that  made  me  spare  the  name  of  Mr.  Newton.  [Mr.  Newton  com- 
ing to  see  me  Sept.  4,  1694,  and  discoursing  of  the  theory  of  the  moon,  to  let  him  see  what  I had 
done  in  order  to  restore  her  motion,  I produced  and  showed  him  these  3 sheets  of  her  ohser\’ed  and 
calculated  places  compared.  He  told  me  immediately  that,  if  1 would  impart  them  to  him,  he 
doubted  not  but  by  them,  with  the  help  of  his  Doctrine  of  Gravitation,  the  true  theory  might  be 
discovered,  and  her  motion  restored;  and  he  would  undertake  that  task.  1 was  glad  of  the  proposal, 
and  put  them  freely  into  hia  hand;  because  that  thereby  I should  save  myself  a g;reat  deal  of  pains 
and  time,  which  might  be  more  usefully  employed  on  the  work  of  the  6xcd  stars,  on  which  I was 
then  entered.  At  the  same  time  I also  showed  him  a stock  of  observations  of  refraction ; and  im- 
parted them  to  him  soon  after : from  all  of  which  he  derived  a theory  of  them,  and  maile  new  tables 
that  answered  them,  as  near  as  could  be  expected  or  desired  : which  none,  hitherto  published,  would. 
Afterwards  I continued  since  furnishing  him  with  lunar  olfficrvarinTis,  as  I gained  them,  tiU  Midsum- 
mer 1695 ; when  being  troubled  with  a distemper  which  suffered  me  not  to  prosecute  my  studies  (w 
labors  (and  after  six  months’  continuance  ended  in  a 6t  of  the  stone)  I was  forced  to  intermit  my 
cuireB))ondcncc  with  him.  1 have  not  named  him  in  this  jMper  (which  has  been  seen  by  same  of 
my  friends)  because  some  people,  to  ingratiate  with  him,  have  i>een  very  loud  about  what  he  has 
done  in  the  theory  of  the  muon ; and  thereby  caused  others  to  dun  him  about  it : whereas  it  ia  nut 
yet  complete,  and  will  perhaps  require  observations  continued  for  20  years,  to  be  accounted  from 
the  year  1698,  before  it  can  be.  I have  imparted  also  observations  of  some  of  the  other  planets  to 
other  persons  whose  names  I mention  not,  because  longer  experience  is  required  to  complete  their 
work,  and  more  materials  with  which  his  Majesty’s  Observatory  can  only  furnish  them,  as  well  as 
time  and  opportunity  afford  them.] 

(L) .  But  more  years*  experience,  and  further  observations,  are  also  required  fw  them. 

(M) .  This  paper  was  wrote  about  twelve  months  agoiic:  at  which  time  the  ccliptical  constella- 
tions, with  those  that  lie  south  of  the  equator,  were  only  finished.  Wherein  the  stars,  whose  places 
arc  rectified,  are  as  hereunder.  [This  table  shows  the  number  of  stars  whose  places  are  given  in 
Ptolemy’s,  Tycho’s,  and  Hevelius’s  caUh^ca ; to  which  I have  added  the  number  observed  and 
rectified  by  me  in  each : whereby  yon  wUl  see  how  much  more  ample,  as  w ell  as  useful  and  complete, 
the  catalogue  of  the  English  Observatory  will  be  than  those  of  our  predccessiirs.  I must  acquaint 
you  further  that  I have  given  the  places  only  of  such  stars  as  are  visible  to  the  naked  eyes ; except 
now  and  then  a bright  telescopical  star  was  adjacent  to  some  such : in  which  case,  I have  inserted  it, 
and  noted  its  light.  But  I believe  there  are  not  20  of  those  in  the  whole  catalogue  : which  shows 
the.  deficiency  of  fonocr  catalogues,  and  that  the  instruments  of  onr  prevlcccssors  were  not  proper 
for  observing  them.  I do  not  account  my  constellations  so  complete,  but  that  some  few  stars  visible 
with  the  naked  eye  may  be  still  found  and  added ; especially  in  Ilydia  and  Ser^ientarius.] 
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PuJ. 

Tyebo  Her. 

J.  r. 

Ptol. 

T)'chi> 

Hrr. 

J.  > 

In 

1696  J 

1 Aries 

18 

21 

24 

66 

1 Cetus 

22 

21 

39 

98 

1 

[ Taurus 

44 

43 

51 

135 

*,ug.  1699  - 

1 Eridanui 

34 

19 

34 

71 

[ Gemini 

23 

25 

38 

94 

[ Orion 

38 

62 

58 

71 

Dec. 

1696  i 

Cantxr 

13 

15 

27 

66 

r Lepua 

12 

13 

16 

19 

[ Leo 

35 

40 

50 

96 

Ian 

Canis  Maj. 

18 

13 

20 

25 

f Virgo 

22 

39 

50 

76 

,ran.  ' 

Canis  Min. 

2 

5 

8 

17 

Feh. 

1697  1 

1 Libra 

17 

18 

21 

33 

. Navis 

40 

11 

5 

21 

1 Scorpio 

24 

16 

20 

5S 

1 

Crater 

7 

8 

10 

1 

1 Sagittarius 

31 

16 

26 

49 

Aug.  1699  < 

CoT\  iS 

7 

7 

8 

\ 96 

I Capricor. 

28 

28 

30 

53 

1 

Hydra 

27 

24 

29  , 

1 

Apr' 

1697 

Aquarius 

45 

41 

4B 

112 

— 

— — 

[ Pisces 

38 

36 

39 

105 

Total 

214 

183 

227 

418 

Toul 

340 

338 

424 

943 

In  the  me&n  time,  betwixt  May  1699,  and  January  following,  1699-1700,  1 calculated  ell  the 
places  of  the  full  moons  and  quartiles,  with  her  places  on  her  limit  observed  from  1689  to  1700 
(about  300  in  number,)  both  from  the  obacirations  and  tables.  And  betwixt  that  and  Fcbnian’ 
14th,  1700,  all  the  places  of  Jupiter,  Saturn,  and  Mars,  observed  at  the  oppositions  and  quadrati'-es 
of  the  sun  betwixt  1689  and  1700.  And  betwixt  February  25,  and  April  16,  1700,  new  tables  of 
equations  for  the  systems  of  Saturn,  Jupiter,  and  the  Moon. 

This  summer,  1700,  rectihed  in 


Serpens  . 

61 

Equuleus 

10 

Serpentarius  , 

72 

Pegasus  . 

91 

Aquila  et  Ant. 

76 

Triangulr’u  , 

24 

Sagitta  . « 

23 

— 

Delphinua 

18 

Total 

381 

These  are  not  frlly  Bnished;  but  will  be,  as  soon  as  1 can  gain  time  to  compare  my  cou^.-ty  cr  - 
culator’s  work  with  my  domestic’s. 

I have  under  my  handa  at  this  time  the  constellations  of  Andromeda,  Peraeus,  Auriga.  Cassiupet- 
Bootes,  the  Crown,  Hercules,  Lyra,  Oygnus,  and  Cepheua  : but  my  want  of  health  and  assistance 
makes  the  work  go  on  heavily.  The  two  Bears  and  Draco  will  complete  the  catalogue  ; w'hich  my 
servant  has  entered  upon : but  further  obse,  .ations  arc  wanting,  which  will  be  made  as  we  have 
occasion,  and  opportunities  of  fair  weather. 

New  view,  June  21,  1703. 


Aries 

. 66 

Sagittarius 

• 

Canis  Maj. 

25 

Taurus 

135 

Capricornus 

53 

Canis  Min.  . 

17 

Gemini 

. 94 

Aquarius 

113 

Navis 

. 25 

Cancer 

67 

Pisces  . 

. 115 

Monocems 

;i3 

Leo 

. 96 

Cetus 

78? 

Hydra 

. 94 

Virgo 

86 

Eridamu 

. 73 

Corvus 

9 

IJbra 

. 33 

Orion 

70 

Crater 

. 12 

Scorpio 

. 60 

Lepus  . 

. 19 

Sextans 

35 
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Serpens  . 

. 61 

Auriga 

11 

Vulpecula 

10 

Ser|icDtaiiuB 

76 

Coma  « 

. 44 

Lupus 

3 

Aquila  et  Ant. 

72 

Bootes 

51 

CentauruB 

8 

Sagitta 

23  , 

Corona  . 

. 22 

Cassiopea 

. 55 

Delphinus 

. 18 

Hercules 

120 

CepheuB 

. 36 

Equuleus 

10 

Cygnus  . 

. 108 

— 

Pegasus  . 

. 95 

Lyra  . 

22 

2774 

Trianguli 

24 

Ursa  Maj. 

. 241 

5jr 

Andromeda  21 
Perseus  . 

esset  80* 
. 57 

Ursa  Min. 
Draco 

. 58 

Total 

2833 

Sit  suirnno  Deo,  sola  et  summa  Iau». 

(N).  [Since  thi*  wa*  wrote  I have  derived,  from  the  ohservationB  of  the  moun,  200  places ; 
Saturn,  30 ; Jupiter,  40 ; Mara,  50.  The  abaenratioiis  of  the  planets,  taken  with  the  sextant,  can- 
not be  employed  till  the  catalogue  be  nearer  Rniahed.  But,  since  God  has  blessed  my  labors  with 
success  beyond  my  exp^tation,  I ho|>c  1 may  complete  it  in  less  time  than  I proposed  when  I 
aTDtc  this  j>a|>cr,  and  with  some  less  help.  But,  unless  some  skilful  persons  are  allowed  me  to  go 
on  with  the  calculations,  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  the  tables,  that  arc  to  be  derived  from  them, 
wrought  nif  during  my  life.  I have  lost  my  health  by  my  night-watches ; the  labors  that  have 
succeeded  them  my  studies  suffer  me  to  enjoy  but  little.  And  if  they  be  not  perfected  during  my 
life,  many  will  pretend  (but  few  will  be  found  able)  to  finish  what,  through  God’s  blessing,  I have 
thus  far  carried  on.  October  10,  HOO.  J.  Flamsteed,  M.R.] 

[Copied  from  the  origintil  in  MSS,  ml.  35,  page  23.  There  is  also  another  draught  of  these 
Notes,  in  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  51  from  the  endi  wherein  there  is  some  additional  matter,  which  I 
have  inserted  aliove  withiu  the  brackets.  F.  B.] 


No.  54.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamstef^d  to  Mr.  Thomas  P^kim. 

December  II,  1100. 

SiK, 

’Tis  not  long  since  that  you  told  me,  in  some  discourse  I had  with  you,  that  Mr.  Halley 
purchased  some  books  and  papers  of  your  sister-in-law  after  your  brother’s  decease.  I desire  you  to 
recollect  yourself,  and  let  me  know  what  you  remember  of  this  purchase  by  a note  under  your  hand, 
or  cause  my  servant  to  write  down  what  you  remember,  and  put  your  hand  to  it.  As  also  for  further 
confirmation  of  it,  that  you  would  write  to  your  sister's  husband  this  night  to  inquire  of  her,  and  let 
you  know  what  she  remembers  of  it. 

My  asserting  this  17  years  agone,  that  ! might  honestly  and  fairly  give  your  brother  the  honour 
of  his  own  labors,  has  been  the  cause  of  all  those  villainous  and  silly  calumnies  Mr.  Halley  has 
spread  of  me  ever  since;  I pray  God  fo^ve  him  for  them,->*>I  do  heartily;  but  still  hold  myself 
obliged  to  defend  the  truth,  which  1 think  every  honest  man  is  tender  of ; nor  will  a just  man  wink 
at  lies.  I believe  you  are  unwilling  your  brother  should  be  deprived  of  his  just  esteem,  and  therefore 
doubt  not  you  will  comply  with  both  my  requests. 
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1 would  not  ha?e  you  think  1 am  going  about  to  derogate  any  thing  from  Mr.  Halley's  roerita,  or 
to  undervalue  what  he  has  done.  No,  1 aiEure  you  on  the  contraiy  ■,  1 always  said  (and  anmctimi's 
in  your  bearing)  his  voyages  would  be  of  good  use;  and  I further  aftirm,  Uiat  he  who  owns  he  has 
only  prosecuted  the  invention  of  another  mai],  and  improves  or  perfects  them,  deserves  more  honour 
commonly  than  the  first  inventor.  For  in  first  discoveries  or  inventions  there  is  aumething  owing  to 
chance  or  accidents ; hut  there  it  study,  industry,  and  labor  required  to  improve  and  perfect  an  in- 
vention : and  be  tliat  owns  what  he  received  from  another,  tells  the  world,  and  will  have  it  acknow- 
ledged, tliat  he  ia  just  and  acts  favorably.  Tiie  Captain’s  pains,  study,  and  labor,  must,  and 
shall  be,  ever  acknowledged  by  me ; but  I must  be  just  to  my  deceased  friend,  your  brother,  whose 
inventions  could  not  be  perfected  in  his  life ; and  I must  aueri  of  his  discoveries  that  they  were  the 
result  of  much  and  long  labor,  study,  and  thought,  and  nut  of  chance  or  accidents,  us  others  usually 
are.  Mr.  Halley,  or  any  other,  ia  much  mistaken  if  be  thinks  1 intend  to  derogate  from  him,  whilst 
i only  desire  to  ascribe  what  is  due  to  Mr.  Ferkins,  which  is  all  the  design  of,  Sir, 

John  Flamsteed. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  voL  33,  page  25.] 


Mr.  Ptrkins*s  reply  thereto. 

J.  Hotlgson  having  delivered  the  letter,  copied  as  ^>ve,  to  Mr  Perkins,  he  told  him  as  follows, 
December  12,  IlOO. 

**  AlMut  a fortnight  after  the  burial  of  my  brother  Peter  (the  Mathematical  Master 
**  ai  Christ’s  Hospital),  I went  with  my  brother  Eysum  to  visit  my  sister  at  Christ’s  Hospital ; w here, 
“ amongst  other  discourse,  she  told  me  that  Mr.  Halley  had  been  with  her  some  lime  before,  and 

had  looked  over  her  Imsbaud’s  papers,  and  took  some  away  with  him,  for  which  he  gave  her  1 or 
" 8 riiillings ; and  would  have  given  her  more,  but  she  refused,  saying  she  was  very  well  satisfied. 
**  She  proffered  me  the  rest,  but  1 refused  them,  telling  her  they  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  me; 
“ but  my  brother  Eysum  took  some  of  them  with  him,  parts  of  which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Flamsteed.” 

Mr.  Peter  Perkins  died  December  12, 1680,  was  buried  December  16.  I saw  in  his  hands  a great 
many  collections  of  the  variations  of  the  compass,  and  know  that  he  was  seeking  a theory  to  solve 
them.  He  had  made  a good  progress  in  it,  and  had  many  documents  u|mn  the  compass  and  dipping- 
needle.  Some  time  after  his  death  I waited  upon  his  wife  and  desired  to  see  his  papers ; she  told 
me  that  Mr,  Halley  had  got  them,  but  I might  take  what  was  left.  I gathered  what  I could 
find  relating  to  the  variation  of  the  compass  or  magnetical  documents,  which  I have  by  me,  with 
some  few  others  that  I believe  were  given  me  by  his  brother  Eysum. 

About  a month  or  two  before  his  death  I persuaded  him  to  give  the  Koyal  5vociety  some  intima- 
tion of  what  he  had  discovered  of  tlie  theory  of  the  variation,  which  he  did  in  a short  {uipcr  that  was 
then  entered  on  their  books. 

Three  years  after,  Mr.  Halley  published  a Theory  of  the  Variation  in  the  Phitorophical  rronjoc- 
tions  of  , 1683,  No.  It  will  1«  easily  seen  by  comparing  it  with  the  paper 

recorded  in  the  books  of  the  Society,  with  those  I have  in  my  hands,  and  those  he  hail  of 
Mrs.  Perkins  (if  he  please  to  produce  them),  whether  this  theory  be  the  same  with  that  of 
Mr.  Perkins  or  noL  J.  Flamsteed. 

On  the  receipt  of  roy  letter,  Mr.  Thomas  Perkius  wrote  to  his  sister’s  husband  (she  is  married  to 
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one  Mr.  Baker,  at  Guildfoitl)  to  know  what  she  remembered  about  her  parting  with  the  aud  papers, 
and  received  the  following  answer : 

Brothrr  Ferkins, — Youm  I received;  and  according  to  your  request  I examined  my  wife, 
who  informs  me  Mr.  Halley  had  from  the  hands  of  Eysum,  your  brother,  the  choicest  books  and 
manuscripts  her  husband  had : she  remembers  not  what  she  received  for  the  same,  but  u confident 
not  half  a quarter  of  the  value  of  them ; therefore  1 request  you  (if  it  is  in  your  power)  to  prevent 
the  publication  of  any  such  thing  in  any  man’s  name,  except  from  the  defunct  author  thereof.  We 
both  greet  you,  and  wish  you  a merry  Christmas  and  a happy  New  Year,  and  ’twill  not  only 
be  acceptable  to  you,  but  likewise  to  your  friendly  brother,  Willtam  Baker. 

Guildford,  December  the  iSth,  1700. 

[K.vlracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  31.] 


No.  55.)  Letter  from  Mr,  Flamxieed  to  Sir  John  Warfien. 

The  Observatory,  May  22,  1701. 

Honored  Sir, 

Though  I did  not  know  of  any  printed  tables  I had  left  when  I last  waited  on 
you,  I have  since  found  a couple  in  ilie  hands  of  my  servant,  which  I send  you  included,  and  dcinrr 
you  to  accept. 

Mr.  Shardeloc,  the  bearer,  has  seen  these  charts  of  the  constellations  perfect,  of  which  I only 
showed  you  the  first  imperfect  draughts,  with  what  I have  besides  under  my  hands,  and  can  give 
you  some  better  account  of  them  than  I durst  presume  to  do : he  has  more  skill  than  most  other  sea 
captains,  and  apprehends  well  sonie  of  the  uses  they  will  be  of  in  navigation,  but  the  principle  will 
not  be  understood  till  they  are  public. 

If  God  spare  me  life  and  health,  I hope  I may  get  all  the  rest  of  the  constcUations  designed  by 
Micliaelmas  next ; but  I cannot  hope  to  get  them  completely  perfected  in  less  than  12  months  time 
after,  for  want  of  observations  that  cannot  all  be  got  this  year. 

I have  l>een  at  more  than  i^lOOO  charge  in  building  necessary  instruments  and  maintaining 
asaialants  to  carry  on  this  work ; it  will  coat  above  as  much  more  to  publish  it,  which  T think  it 
cannot  be  expected  1 should  disburse  till  I am  someways  recompensed  for  what  I have  expended 
already,  the  loss  of  my  health  by  my  night*watches  for  these  many  years,  and  my  day  labors  in  an 
employment  for  which  there  arc  few  fit  in  thia  nation ; and  none  but  myself,  I nm  apt  to  think,  would 
have  carried  it  on  through  so  many  discouragements  as  I have  done.  King  Charles  built  the 
01;pservatory  fur  the  impruvement  of  navigation,  and  placed  me  in  it  to  provide  those  helps  which 
w^re  wanting  and  abaulutcly  necessary  to  that  end.  God  has  blest  my  endeavours;  with  link  help, 
at  a great  expense,  I have  obtained  them.  The  real  grounds  of  true  philosophy  have  been  fetched 
from  her  Majesty’s  Observatory.  The  necessary  helps  for  navigation  will  be  fumitbed  finm  the  same 
place,  if  her  Majesty  will  but  be  pleased  to  look  favourably  upon  ua,  and  some  way  afford  a support 
for  the  growing  charge,  which  will  not  be  much  more  than  what  I have  already  disbunod  out  of  the 
small  estate  God  has  blessed  me  with. 

The  French  have  made  mighty  boasts  of  their  Observatory,  but  done  nothing  considerable. 
Foreign  nations,  as  well  as  our  own,  will  derive  the  helps  to  their  ingenious  studiee  from  her 
English  Majesty’s  Observatory,  and  acknowledge  her  Majesty  the  best  and  greatest  patron  of 
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learning  and  the  sciences  that  are  most  useful  to  her  subjects.  I had  not  the  confidence  to  speak 
this  in  discourse  when  I waited  on  you;  I fear  I have  had  too  much  in  CMumitting  it  to  paper,  ex* 
cept  your  goodness  pardon,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

JoBK  Flamstekd,  M.R. 

[Extracted  from  MS$,vol.  33,  page  36.] 


No.  56.) 


l^Uer  from  Dr.  Wtdtu  fo  Mr.  Flamsteed. 


Oxford,  June  3, 1701. 


Sin, 

1 have  not  heard  of  you  a great  while,  but  do  believe  that  you  be  well  employed.  I would 
be  glad  to  hear  that  your  observations  are  in  the  press,  that  so  great  a treasure  be  not  lost,  of  which 
we  are  in  great  danger  in  case  you  should  die  before  they  be  printed.  Those  of  Hevelius  were  in 
a good  forwardness  before  he  died ; but  1 presuitu:  it  would  have  been  better  that  he  had  lived  to 
sec  them  printed  : and  I do  not  know  tiiat  you  have  any  amanuensis  who  doth  so  thoroughly  under- 
stand youra  oa  to  publish  them  if  you  were  gone.  I understaud,  that  in  Germany  (as  M.  Liebnitius 
signifies  in  a letter  to  me),  they  are  going  to  erect  large  iustrumeuts  for  observing  the  earth’s  annual 
parallax,  which  b,  1 suppose,  in  pursuance  of  what  you  have  done.  I wish  you  would  pursue  that 
business  yet  further;  and,  particularly,  that  you  would  examine  your  observations  of  lucida  Lyrtr^ 
which  is  a great  star  (and  may  be  presumed  nearer  tis  than  those  that  seem  lesser),  and  is  as  near  to 
the  pole  of  the  zodiac  as  is  the  pole  star,  and  (being  bigger  than  it,  and  brighter)  may  be  titter  fur 
tlial  purpose.  I am  not  likely  to  live  so  long  as  to  see  your  observations  published ; but,  however, 
I would  not  have  the  public  lose  them.  I am,  Sir, 


Yours  to  serve  you. 


JouN  Wallis. 


[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  54,  from  the  end.] 


No.  57.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  W<^li$. 

The  Observatory,  June  24,  1701. 

Krv.  Sir, 

Tia  not  for  want  of  respect,  but  only  to  gain  time  to  {lerfect  my  catalogue  of  tlie  fixed 
stars  that  1 have  forborne  to  write  to  you  this  two  years.  You  very  well  apprehend  that  my  obacr- 
vations  would  be  of  little  or  no  use  if  printed  without  it.  Last  week  1 received  the  placca  of  the 
fixed  stars  of  9 constellations,  computed  by  a calculator  I have  hired  in  Derbyshire : my  domestics 
have  compared  them  with  the  same  done  here ; and  I hope  they  will  be  inserted  into  the  catalogue 
before  this  week  be  ended,  .\fter  which  F shall  have  the  places  of  2200  fixed  stars  determined  in  it, 
and  only  5 constellations  remaining,  viz.  Cepheua,  Cassiopea,  Draco,  the  Greater  and  the  Lesser 
Bear : of  which,  in  Draco  there  remains  a good  part,  in  the  Leaser  Bear  only  some  few  stars  to  be 
observed. 

Whilst  these  have  been  carrying  on,  I have  determined  above  100  places  of  the  planet  Mars  from 
my  own  observations,  taken  betwixt  riie  years  1671  and  170),  with  the  new  places  of  the  fixed  stars; 
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and  compared  them  very  lately  with  the  Rudolphin  numbers,  whereby  aumething  is  discovered 
in  his  motions  that  the  theorists  think  nothing  of. 

1 think  I told  you  formerly  that  I had  by  me  30  places  of  the  moon  near  her  northern  limit,  and 
as  many  about  her  southern,  and  above  50  on  her  quadratures,  and  some  more  on  her  oppositions  to 
the  sun,  derived  from  obtervatiuna  taken  here,  betwixt  the  years  1689  and  1701,  with  the  new  places 
of  the  hied  stars.  Those  200  places  of  the  moon  I imparted  to  Mr.  Newton,  taken  in  all  places  of  her 
orbit,  extend  no  farther  than  from  the  year  1689  to  1695,  and  were  determined  by  the  help 
of  a small  catalogue  of  the  hied  stars,  on  which  (though  they  were  much  more  accurate  than 
Tycho's)  I durst  not  rely;  many  of  them  are  repeated  in  thoac  above  spccihed,  and  the  rest  shall  hr 
re-calculaled  when  1 have  leisure. 

Of  Saturn  and  Jupiter  1 have  by  me  above  100  places,  computed  (with  the  new  places  of  the  hied 
stars)  from  observations  taken  with  the  mural  arc  between  the  years  1689  and  1701.  The  obecr> 
vations  themselves  lie  all  fair  transcribed  in  the  same  order  wherein  they  arc  to  be  printed ; and  my 
amanuensis,  James  Hodgson,  knows  v*er}’  well  what  corrections  are  to  be  made  in  any  of  them,  and 
how  to  find  them  out  when  required.  He  is  a sober  young  man,  about  22  years  of  age ; a very  good 
geometrician  and  algebraist;  understands  the  series  and  Auiions,  tlMugh  1 have  not  suffered  him  to 
spend  much,  time  in  them,  because  I could  not  spare  him  from  the  calculation  work ; he  understands 
the  l.AUn  tongue  indifiercnlly,  having  got  [it]  since  he  became  my  servant ; he  knows  my  method,  and 
is  acquainted  with  all  my  labors,  and  will  easily  finish  and  print  them,  if  God  should  call  me  hence 
before  1 shall  have  perfected  them  myself.  But  since  the  all  wise  Creator  of  the  heavens  has  thus 
far  proapered  my  endeavours  beyond  my  hopes  or  e.xpectations,  I cannot  doubt  but  he  will  aflfurd  me 
both  life,  health,  and  means  to  finish  and  publish  them  myself.  My  youngest  servant,  Thomas 
Weston,  has  been  educated  with  learning,  has  a good  talent  at  drawing,  and  I design  to  set  him  to 
draw  the  maps  of  the  constellations  this  summer,  and,  perhaps,  to  engraving  plates  for  them ; for 
those  that  draw  well  seldom  fail  of  engraving  as  well. 

I give  you  this  account  of  the  present  posture  of  my  afbirs,  that  you  may  see  that  if  I should  die 
before  the  catalogue  be  finished,  there  is  not  the  least  danger  of  losing  either  it  nr  any  part  of  my 
long  and  painful  labors.  To  perfect  which  after  the  catalogue  shall  be  finished,  the  places  of  all 
the  planets  are  to  be  calculated  from  the  measure  taken  with  the  sextant,  betwixt  the  year  1676 
(when  I first  sat  down)  and  the  year  1689  (when  I built  the  large  mural  arc),  which  being 
numerous  ami  much  more  difficult  to  manage  than  those  taken  with  it,  will  require  good  and  skilful 
assistance  to  calculate  them ; as  also  the  places  of  the  planets  unce  observed  with  the  meridional 
arc,  for  1 have  only  calculated  the  princijml  at  the  □ and  S of  the  sun,  or  at  remarkable  times,  as  1 
have  given  you  a hint  before.  These  cannot  be  set  upon  till  the  catalogue  is  finished,  but  ought  then 
to  l>e  done  to  render  my  work  complete;  for  though  we  have  all  Tycho  Brahe’s  observations  by  us, 
yet  1 find  not  that  Kepler,  BuUiaud,  Wing,  Street,  or  any  of  our  theorists,  have  been  at  the 
pains  to  compute  the  places  of  the  planets  from  any  of  them,  but  take  such  of  them  as  they  found 
ready  calculated  to  their  hands. 

Mr.  Newton  had  done  nothing  in  the  theory  of  the  moon  if  1 had  only  given  him  the  observations 
here  made ; I was  forced  to  give  him  the  places  computed  by  myself  and  servants  from  them,  and 
repeated  carefully  * ; as^also  her  places,  computed  in  like  manner,  and  repeated  from  my  own  tables 
(grounded  on  the  Horroccian  theory),  with  all  the  elements  of  the  calculation;  whereby  he  was 

* Three  ywirs  painv  at  >par«  tirnm  whilst  I w.is  1**  iUick  of  observacioDi  with  the  mural  aic. 
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showed  at  once  in  what  parts  or  positions  of  her  orbit  In  reipect  of  the  sun  the  notable  errors  hap> 
peoed,  and  conipariug  them  with  such  as  ought  to  be,  according  to  his  theory  of  gravitation,  how 
(bey  might  be  taken  away. 

Since  the  world  will  have  the  use,  and  the  king  and  nation  the  honor  of  the  work  under  my  hands, 
it  ought  to  be  rctidcrcd  as  complete  and  perfect  as  it  can.  I shall  publish  tables  with  it,  that  will 
render  the  calculation  of  the  planets*  places  from  them  easy  and  expeditious;  but  our  theorists  are 
clamormis,  and  will  complain  if  the  whole  pains  be  not  spared  them.  1 will  do  what  lies  in  my 
)K>wer  that  it  may;  and  ifl  cannot  procure  the  help  requisite  for  this  purpoae,  I shall  let  the  world 
know  that  it  is  not  my  fault,  but  theirs  who  have  (for  reasons  1 will  not  mention)  misrepesented  my 
labors : of  which,  that  you  may  have  a truer  and  more  perfect  apprebension,  you  will  |iermit  me  to  tell 
you,  that  the  calculations  I have  been  obliged  to  make,  or  made  by  my  servants,  fUl  above  a dosen 
handsome  quarto  volumes,  besides  what  has  been  done  by  my  country  calculator,  and  a couple  of 
folios  of  collections  and  synopses  of  the  constellations  employed  in  the  work.  Our  theorists  know 
little  or  nothing  of  this;  yet  by  clamoring  and  calling  fur  my  observations,  as  if  they  were  as  easily 
wrought  up  as  to  set  off  theorems  and  corollaries,  have  given  to  the  world  a false  idea  of  my  labors, 
and  prgudiced  and  hindered  me  from  obtaining  the  help  and  assistance  I have  need  of  to  render  my 
work  as  complete  as  it  ought  to  be.  If  you  would  ]iarticularly  advise  your  colleague.  Dr.  Gregory,  to 
have  a cant  of  discoursing  of  things  he  is  not  acquainted  with,  and  has  only  false,  imperfect,  or  preju- 
diced information  of,  you  would  oblige  me  much.  Had  be  pleased  to  visit  tlie  Observatory  when  he 
was  lately  in  town,  as  Mr.  Keile  did,  I should  have  taken  it  kindly;  he  should  have  met  with  a civil 
reception,  and  found  (os  Mr.  Kcilc  did)  that  1 would  not  have  remembered  what  passed  30  months 
agone.  I wish  him  health  and  success  in  his  labors. 

I am  glad  to  find  that  though  our  nation  takes  little  notice  of  my  letter  concerning  the  parallax  of 
the  pole  star,  yet  foreigners  are  excited  by  it  to  build  large  instruments  on  purpose  to  examine  it. 
My  state  of  health  permits  me  not  any  longer  to  sit  up  for  hours  together  in  the  night  fur  observa- 
tions as  formerly ; nor,  I bless  God  for  it,  have  1 now  the  reason  1 had.  1 have  a large  stock  by  me, 
and  it  fully  employs  mine  and  my  ser\'ants*  time  to  work  them  up;  nevertheless  I take  care 
to  observe  myself  the  planets  and  (he  eclipses  of  the  satellites  as  formerly,  in  order  to  correct  their 
motions  as  souu  as  my  servant  shall  have  gotten  skill  enough  in  the  doctrine  of  gravitation  to  settle 
the  motion  of  Jupiter,  their  primary  planet,  which  I find  will  create  more  trouble  than  at  first  I ex- 
pected. 

I must,  thercforci  leave  the  further  inquiry  into  the  parallax  of  the  orb  to  my  young  men  or 
foreigners,  till  I can  build  larger  and  better  instruments:  which,  if  i may  not  hope  for  at  the  public 
charge,  I may,  pcrha{»,  in  good  time  make  at  my  own.  Vour  life  and  health  is  ever  heartily  prayed 
for  by,  Sir, 

Your  respectful  and  humble  senant, 

J.  Flamsteed. 

Though  your  letter  was  dated  June  the  3rd,  it  came  not  to  my  hands  till  the  19th,  which  it  the 
reason  you  have  not  this  answer  sooner. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  55,  from  the  end.] 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp*. 

The  Observatory,  Febman'  6, 1101>2. 

Sir, 

I have  long  desired  to  bear  from  you,  and  intended  to  have  wrote  to  you;  but,  having  no 
particular  occasion,  and  more  work  on  tuy  hands  than  1 can  well  perform  with  the  help  of  a couple 
of  servants,  forbore  till  I should  have  better  leisure,  or  opportunity  oHcrcd  itsdf : you  prevent  me ; 
I am  glad  [of]  the  occasion,  and  take  no  longer  time  than  the  next  post  to  answer  yours  of  the 
2nd  instant. 

1 beard  the  bodies  were  before  the  Society,  but  saw  them  not;  particular  care  being  taken  (that 
1 have  good  reason  to  think)  that  I should  not,  by  the  Secretary,  who  with  the  help  of  another 
friend,  that  you  know  very  well,  has  iilled  it  with  a company  of  ingenious  young  gentlemen,  tliat 
arc  not  all  of  them  proper  for  carrying  on  the  design ; and  by  whom  others  arc  carried  on  that  are 
very  foreign  to  it,  which  makes  me  abstain  [from]  their  meetings:  but  I have  a greater,  the  saving 
or  gaining  of  time  for  my  own  laborious  employment.  My  business  succeeds,  I bless  God  for  it,  very 
well  under  my  hands  ; but  not  at  that  rate  that  some  people,  out  of  a malicious  design,  represent 
it.  They  have  emiMaries,  that  understand  ivothing  of  the  business,  Uiat  sometimes  visit  me  that 
they  may  give  them  an  account  of  my  pains,  which  they  turn  as  they  please.  1 receive  them  and 
use  them  as  Scipio  did  Hannibal’s  spies,  show  them  what  they  desire,  dismiss  them  smiling;  for  I 
wish  they  understood  all  as  well  as  they  w'ould  be  thought  to  do.  I shall  give  you  a just  account 
of  the  state  of  my  studies  as  soon  as  1 have  done  with  your  letter. 

Pray  let  me  know  tlte  radius  of  the  new  instrument  for  taking  heights  and  azimuths;  and,  if  it 
be  not  a secret,  a sketch  of  the  contrivance:  you  say  it  shows  both  to  near  a minute;  hence  I guess 
’tis  about  2 foot  radius,  ond  then  a six  foot  glass  applied  to  it  wiU  make  it  warp  with  its  weight : 
in  such  like  instrumenu  the  telescope  ought  not  to  be  much  longer  than  the  radius  of  the 
instrument. 

At  the  eclipse  of  the  0 Sept.  13tb,  1700,  we  hod  here  a thick  fog,  which  broke  up  but  some 
very  few  minutes  before  the  end,  at  10^-  32^  27":  the  limb  was  not  freed  at  lO**  32^  27";  it  was 
perfectly  round,  so  I conclude  the  end  at  10^  32|^  A conatnictiun,  by  my  old  lunar  numbers,  un 
a large  pasteboard,  gave  it  at  10^  25^'.  I account  that  the  duration  was  longer  and  the  eclipse 
greater  with  you  than  here ; and  tbercfnre  you  have  erred  considerably  in  the  calculation  of  the 
moon's  place,  if  you  find  your  observation  dififer  an  hour  from  the  tables.  Pray  what  is  the  latitude 
of  Holton,  and  the  difference  of  meridians  from  London  in  your  opinion  ? 1 will  take  a little 

pains  to  satisfy  you  when  you  acquaint  me. 

1 will  take  care  to  funiish  you  with  a map  of  the  moon,  ere  long,  of  Ricciedus’s  names ; which  will 
serve  you  as  well  os  Hevelius. 

My  man  has  calculated  the  eclipses  of  14 ’s  satellites  for  4 years  to  come.  I sliall  send  you  copies 
of  them,  or  the  numbers  I use  at  present,  that  you  may  compute  (hem  yourBclf. 

But  I covenant  with  you  that  you  shall  not  impart  any  observations  I seud  you  without  my  can- 
sent  to  any  persons  whatsoever:  nor  any  tables.  1 had  an  emissary*  here,  at  the  solar  eclipse,  who, 
as  a friend,  would  have  sponged  the  true  time  out  of  me.  I knew  it,  and  civilly  dismissed  him 
without  it  1 have  great  reason  to  be  thus  cautious,  which  I am  sure  you  will  approve,  when  you 
^all  know  it:  and  that  you  may,  in  a little  time. 

* This  U th«  Am  of  that  series  of  letters  between  >Ir.  Flamsteed  aod  Mr.  Sharp,  which  has  recently  been  brought 
to  light,  as  already  irientiooed  in  the  Preface ; and  which  oonunued  fur  nearly  10  yean.  F.  B. 
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Such  tables  of  right  ascension  and  declination  as  you  mention,  to  every  10th  degree  of  latitude 
M far  as  CO,  I have  had  by  me  ever  since  the  year  169!>  j ami  perha|»  may  print  with  my  large 
catalogue  of  the  fixed  atans : part  of  them  were  calculated  by  James  Hudson*,  your  present  successor, 
the  rest  by  myself.  But  I made  use  of  a new  method  and  exjiedients  wliich  cut  off  much  of  the 
labor;  and  if  you  made  use  of  the  obvious  and  ordinary  way,  you  have  been  at  a great  deal  of  pains 
that  you  might  have  spared,  if  you  had  wTote  to  me.  The  work,  however,  is  laborious  stKi  long; 
which  makes  me  rather  think  of  calculating  what  I shall  still  want,  after  the  ordinary  way,  than  to 
continue  the  general  tables  up  to  the  pole. 

As  for  your  odometer,  or  way-wiser,  1 doubt  not  but  *tis  very  ingeniously  contrived  and  well 
wrought ; as  everything  is  that  comes  from  your  hands.  Mr.  Junaa  Moore  gave  me  one,  which  you 
saw  when  here.  I am  not  yet  either  wealthy  enough  to  keep  a coach,  nor  to  in6rm  as  to  need  one  ; 
but,  to  encourage  you  whenever  I do  it,  I design  to  have  no  way-wiser  in  it  but  of  your  work  and 
contri^nce. 

I shall  acquaint  Mr.  White,  when  I next  see  him,  tliat  you  have  perfected  both  your  engines  for 
rose  and  oval  work.  And  now  1 think  I have  said  as  much  to  your  letter  in  all  other  particulars  ss 
it  requires,  I shall  acquaint  you  with  the  state  of  ray  new  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars. 

I have  caused  my  younger  servant,  T.  Weston,  to  copy  you  the  shortest  constellation  I could  find, 
in  the  same  method  and  order  in  which  I design  to  print  it.  The  1st  column  on  the  left  hand 
gives  you  the  number  or  order  of  the  stars.  The  2ad  the  name  annexed  to  it  in  the  old  Ptolemaic 
catalogue;  which  I have  translated  anew  from  the  original  Greek,  finding  that  both  the  old  trans- 
lation printed  by  Gauricus,  a much  better  of  Copernicus,  and  the  Arab  translation  of  i)r.  Hide, 
were  all  exceeding  faulty,  by  reason  that  neither  the  Aralw  nor  Copcmicua  were  critics  in  the  Greek, 
uor  yet  Trapezautius,  though  a Greek  bom.  The  3rd  column  gives  you  Bayer’s  Greek  letters  put 
to  every  star.  The  4th  their  right  ascension  in  time : and  here  1 break  all  the  old  order,  and  place 
them  in  a more  natural  om  according  os  they  succeed  to  the  meridian.  And  the  next  column  gives 
you  their  distances  from  the  vertex  observed  correct  by  refraction,  on  the  great  arc  of  your  making. 
These  two  columns,  you  will  say,  may  be  omitted  by  reason  the  next  give  the  right  ascensions  and 
distances  from  the  pole ; hut  seeing  they  are  derived  from  the  other,  and  may  be  corrected  from 
them,  it  was  convenient  to  add  them,  that  if  any  error  be  committed  in  copying  or  printing  it  may 
be  corrected  by  them. 

But  the  last  two  columns,  of  whose  want  you  complained  in  Hevelius,  are  the  most  malcrial ; 
they  show  you  how  much  the  right  ascensions  and  declinations,  or  distances  from  the  ;>ole,  vary 
whilst  the  longitude  increases  one  degree.  These  arc  added  along  the  catalogue  eveiywliere  to  make 
it  complete;  and  without  them  it  would  have  been  imperfect : and  the  mark  at  the  head  of  the 
var.  I)  a P tells  you  that  the  distances  from  the  pole  are  continually  decreasing. 

1 have  looked  for  a pa;>er,  to  copy  for  you  the  number  of  the  stars  in  every  constellation ; but 
cannot  find  a perfect  one  at  present ; and  can  only  tell  you  that  my  zodiac  alone  has  the  places  of 
about  9S0  stars  thus  ordered.  That  all  the  constellations  are  finished  excepting  Cassiopea,  Cepheus, 
Ursa  Major  and  Minor;  and  that  the  two  first  have  been  nearly  perfected  these  3 months,  and  the 
two  last  lie  by  me  in  good  forwardness,  hut  delayed  for  want  of  liclp,  and  by  reastm  of  otlier  work  ; 
for  when  1 came  thus  near  an  end  I tliought  it  time  to  think  of  new  maps:  examining  Hevelius  and 

* I sppretieiul  dtsi  tbU  » Jamm  Hmlipon,  who  marrird  Fliunvtsed's  nieoe.  Tlie  Dsme  appears  to  have  1>een 
spelt  indiffervntly  Hudson  and  Hodgson  liy  Flamsteed.  F.  B. 
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fiavcr,  I found  theirs  alto^thcr  ung;cometrical;  and,  moreover,  they  described  the  human  shapes 
always  with  their  back>sidea  towards  us,  whereas  Ptolemy*s  descriptions  seemed  to  represent  them 
with  their  fore-sides  upon  us ; having  recourse  to  the  Greek  Ptolemy,  I soon  found  the  reason.  The 
word  <»•  vow  they  always  took  to  signify  in  dorso  : whereas  vow^  signifies  that  part  of  tlie  breast  that 
reaches  from  the  collar-lionc  to  under  the  armpits,  and  votov  tlic  same  space  on  the  back  and 
sh<mldcrs;  and  this  with  some  other  like,  but  not  light,  faults  beiug  corrected,  1 made  the  transla- 
tion sense,  and  each  part  of  the  desciiption  agreed  with  another. 

Uut  now  I found  a many  errurs  committed  in  the  different  copies  of  Ptolemy's  numbers : by  com- 
paring the  old  copy  of  Gauricua  with  two  of  Copernicus,  2 of  Trapezantius,  the  Arab  of  Dr.  Hkle, 
and  the  Basil  edition  of  tJic  Greek,  1 corrected  a many ; but  was  forced  at  last  to  send  to  Oxford  to 
consult  a manuscript  by  the  help  of  my  old  friend  Mr.  Caswell : and  by  this  means  I hope  I have 
restored  and  may  reprint  his  with  my  own.  1 am  fully  tired  with  the  work  of  a critic;  *tis  the 
worst  I was  ever  upon,  and  I am  glad  I am  got  through  for  it  is  enough  for  me  to  correct  or 
prevent  my  own  faults:  *tis  pride  to  do  nothing  but  talk  of  other  mcn*s. 

I have  copied  Tycho*a  and  Hevelius's  catalogues  into  roy  own  method,  to  be  annexed  to 
IHolemy’s.  And  I intend  to  annex  the  Arab  of  Ulug  Beig  to  the  last ; that  so  none  of  the  old 
catalogues  may  1)e  wanting  to  comjMire  with  the  new. 

T.  Weston  has  a gift  of  drawing,  and  with  much  pains  1 have  caused  him  to  form  all  the  figures 
of  the  zodiacal  constellations  agreeably  to  Ptolemy’s  old  descriptions,  and  my  new  translation  of 
him.  The  southern  constellations  observed  here  are  in  a manner  [clone]  : but  every  day  we  find 
corrections  to  be  made ; and  some  maps  will  be  new  described.  *Tis  as  much  as  Hudson  can  do 
in  one  day  to  prepare  a chart ; and  it  will  be  a week’s  work  after  for  Weston  and  him  together  to 
fit  in  the  oblique  circles  and  parallels,  and  finish  it. 

All  the  maps  are  done  to  the  same  scale,  and  the  great  circles  are  of  the  synoidal  form : we  have 
patterns  made  for  some  of  them  ; and,  when  they  come  to  be  described  on  the  Inrasa  plates,  must 
make  a many  more : at  present  I am  only  solicitous  to  represent  the  ancient  figures,  the  rest  will 
be  added  at  leisure. 

You  will  hereby  collect  what  I have  done;  but  you  will  not  so  easily  guess  wbat  remains:  it 
will  require  a great  deal  of  time  to  finish  these  figures;  more,  to  complete  the  constellations  wanting, 
to  copy  the  observations  for  the  press,  to  calculate  the  moan's  and  planets’  places  from  those  made 
with  the  sextant.  Hudson  is  nearly  out  of  hie  time,  Weston  must  not  spend  his  time  in  copying 
papers  ; his  talents  may  he  better  employed  otherwise  ; a new  servant  will  not  have  skill  to  do  busi- 
ness in  2 or  3 years : my  distem{>ers  begin  to  return  upon  me ; I shall  neither  spare  cost  i>or  paina 
to  carry  on  my  business,  on  which  I am  above  ^1000  out  of  pocket  already:  but  I will  not 
prostrate  my  wealth  and  pains  to  the  pleasure  of  those,  who  only  talk  and  judge  impudently  wbat 
they  understand  neither  the  nature,  pains,  nor  cost.  But  of  this  more  hereafter.  At  present  shall 
only  tell  you  that  J.  Hudson  (who  is  a very  good  algebraist  and  understands  both  the  series  and 
fluxions  well)  tells  me  he  has  seen  in  London  at  the  press  a treatise  of  these  wrote  by  one  Mr. 
Chetme,  a Scotchman  ; of  which  hia  countrymen  make  great  boast.  Tis  about  8 sheets,  and  will 
he  printed  with  the  same  letter  that  Mr.  Kewton’s  boede  it.  Dr.  Gh-egory’s  Astronomy  will  be 
finisheti  at  Oxford,  according  to  his  proposals,  by  Midsummer  next.  A treatise  of  conic  sections  ia 
there  in  the  press  by  Mr.  Mills,  whom  1 think  you  once  saw  here.  Mr.  Halley  is  trying  to  get  the 
command  of  a ship  this  summer:  he  losca  his  credit  daily;  and  bis  friend  does  not  increase  in  his. 
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1 have  wrote  you  a long  letter  becausi'  I had  a great  deal  to  tell  you  : |mrdun  this  fault,  and  t shall 
not  willingly  give  you  cause  to  complain  of  his  committing  the  tike  again,  who  is  ever  your  friend 
to  serve  you, 

John  Flamstbeo,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  po*«esaion  of  hfns.  Giles.] 


No.  59.)  Kxtracti  of  a Letitr  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Tlic  Observatory,  Feb.  28,  noi-2. 

Having  been  much  troubled  with  the  hcadach  theiM;  three  months  past,  and  finding 
nothing  in  youra  that  requin^  an  immediate  answer,  | delayed  returning  one  till  now  that  1 find 
myself  something  better,  and  must  entreat  you  accept  of  a short  one,  fur  I fear  that  much  study 
makes  me  recover  slower  than  ! should,  had  I less  thought  and  more  diversion. 

The  places  of  the  6xed  stars  of  my  catalogue  arc  rectided  to  llie  beginning  of  the  year  1690,  when 
you  lived  with  me,  when  the  ground  work  observations  were  got,  you  assisting.  I forgot  to  intiiuatr 
the  year  to  you  in  my  last,  lilt  it  was  gone  from  herej  then  I remembered  my  fault,  for  I would  not 
conceal  anythii^g  of  this  work  from  you ; though  in  p like  specimen  I sent  to  some  other  ingenious 
men  I purj>06ely  omitted  it,  because  1 would  not  have  anything  of  it  printed  but  by  myself,  and  when 
1 have  reviewed,  perfected,  and  completed  the  wholc. 

I have  not  yet  determined  in  what  years  the  equinoctial  points  receded  a precise  degree,  nor  shall 
till  1 have  finished  the  catalogue : but  when  I have  done  it,  1 shall  not  alter  the  imml>ers  of  the  two 
last  columns;  for  if  any  skilful  person  shall  think  tire  time  is  determined  tew  lung  or  short,  he  may 
apply  whal  time  he  please  for  that  reccu;  I have  not  tied  him  to  any;  I have  a tabic  ready  by  me 
for  reductions,  supposing  it  a degree  in  72  years;  but  His  so  easily  made,  that  it  is  nut  worth  while 
to  save  you  the  labor  of  copying  it,  else  I would  have  had  it  transcribed  for  you  and  sent  it. 

• •««•••••• 

1 never  receded  from  the  sunH  parallax  of  10",  nor  know  I any  reason  why  1 should.  Mr.  Newton 
would  make  it  40",  or  24"  at  least;  either  you  mistake  Mr.  Whiston,  or  he  has  misapprehended  me. 
It  may  be  less  than  but  1 know  no  obaervations  that  will  make  it  bigger:  and  Mr.  Newton 
remits  a many  of  his  former  notious,  and  will  take  it  ill  to  be  held  to  his  detenninatious  in  his 
Principia^  now  he  knows  that  the  force  of  gravitation  in  the  moon  raises  our  tides  but  so  many 
inches,  as  he  supposed  it  did  feet,  in  the  American  Pacific  Ocean. 

I have  one  loose  copy  of  my  Letter  to  Dr.  Wallis  by  me,  concerning  the  parallax  of  the  pole-star, 
which  I would  present  you  with  if  I had  another ; His  two  sheets  of  paper,  and  if  you  will  direct  me 
how  to  send  it  when  you  want  any  books  from  hence,  1 will  send  it  you,  and  you  may  return  it  at 
your  leisure. 

[Co])icd  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  60.)  Ejctract  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  Ftamiteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

TIjc  ObRcrvatory,  May  U,  1702- 

You  eccm  to  take  »ome  expresaiuna  in  my  last  letter  in  another  sense  tlian  I designed 
them ; have  a care  of  this,  *tiB  the  frequent  ground  of  quamla  betwixt  friends;  if  you  would  retiuti 
ycHirs  you  must  give  the  moat  favorable  construction  you  can  to  all  their  expressions,  and  understand 
them  no  otherwise  than  you  would  if  they  had  been  spoke  in  common  discourse.  I hate  ingratitude ; 
and  to  trouble  my  friends  without  making  them  a recompense : and  intended  no  more  than  to  tell  you 
friendly  I would  |>ay  you  in  your  own  valuable  coin,  with  some  advantage  to  yourself,  and  no  loss  to 
me.  This  I hope  will  put  you  to  rights. 

(Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs,  Giles.] 


No.  61.)  Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Flanuh-cd  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  May  30,  1702. 

We  expect  Dr.  Gregory’s  book  very  speedily;  but  the  change  of  affairs,  I fear,  has 
spoiled  a great  part  of  his  design.  I am  told  Mr.  Halley  has  a treatise  of  comets  finished.  I shall 
he  glad  to  see  the  first,  because  I am  now  provided  to  tell  them  \chetlier  their  Uieoriet  ore  true  or  not ; 
and,  as  for  the  latter,  1 have  a pair  of  letters  of  Mr.  Newton’s,  dated  in  February  and  Marcli,  1680>1, 
titreciig  denying  that  tlte  cornels  of  iS'ovemher^  1680,  and  December  and  January  foUawing^  were  the 
same,  or  that  its  {nth  was  bent,  as  I described  it,  and  [as]  he  after  allowed,  in  his  theory  of  it  in  1687. 
These  two  letters  are  three  sheets  of  pa{>er ; and  he  ridicules  in  them  what  he  blanres  himself  upon 
afterwards.  He  gives  out  now  he  has  done,  and  told  me  so.  1 am  a|)t  to  think  ’tis  only  b<^ause  he 
has  no  mind  to  own  wliut  he  has  received  from  the  Obscn'atory,  and  thinks  that  Dr.  Gr^ry  and  Mr. 
Halley  may  excuse  themselves  well  enough  for  saying  nnthiug  of  it.  But  if  God  (who  has  prospered 
ray  labors)  spares  my  life  and  health,  I shall  account  with  him  in  such  a manner  as  shall  make  him 
sensible  of  his  fault,  without  giving  him  any  cause  to  complain  of,  Sir,  your  real  friend  to  serve  you. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  62.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  Carwell. 

Burstow,  in  Surrey,  July  30,  1702. 

Kind  Friend, 

I received  Dr.  Gregoiy’s  book,  with  two  of  Mr.  Milnes’s  Confer,  the  week  before  1 came 
(loan  luther.  I had  Sir  Chnstu|)hcr  Wren’s  present  in  my  hands  two  days  before : and  now  I must 
tell  you  that  I saw  the  Doctor  in  Gorraway’s  CoOee-housc  the  Friday  before  he  left  Loudon;  but 
not  being  sure  it  was  he  (for  I thought  he  had  been  gone  out  of  town)  t did  not  speak  to  him,  only 
out  of  fear  1 should  be  mistaken,  as  I sometimes  am  in  taking  one  person  for  another. 

As  to  hit  book,  assure  yourself  I hold  to  my  first  resolution — it  will  fetch  iU  oxen  character  ; and 
(whatever  he  tliinks)  I do  not  believe  that  many  in  the  world  will  be  the  wiser  for  it,  or  ajqirove  his 
way  of  compiling  it. 

He  has  two  or  three  flings  at  me,  for  which  I can  easily  forgive  him.  Page  274,  he  tells  us, 

Seque  muros  licet  firmiiaimus,  neque  ipsas  rupes  montesque  caudem  perpetuo  sitam  servare 
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**  ccrtiasimum  eB»c.”  This  is  a fling  at  my  wall  arc,  whereby  all  the  obamations  were  taken,  by 
which  Mr.  Newton  found  out  Che  necessar)'  correctiuus  of  the  lunar  theory.  If  be  ruins  it,  bulk 
that  ami  his  own  must  fall.  But  how  had  he  kuowu  it,  if  1 hud  nut  fairly  and  ingenuously  told 
him  of  it?  He  might  have  added,  if  he  pleased,  that  though  mcks  shake,  yet  there  are  ways  of 
finding  out  their  errors ; which  though  he  be  ignorant  of,  it  does  uut  follow  that  all  mankind  besides 
must ; and  I often  have  said  that  I know  a way  of  fltMliDg  out  the  errors  of  my  wall  iustnimcnt.  It 
had  been  fltr  hia  reputation  to  have  added  this. 

Page  275,  he  allows  all  the  obscr%‘aUoua  which  he  endeavoured  before  to  ruin  by  undermining  my 
wall ; and  what  1 afiirmed  besides,  that  the  parallaxes  observed  could  not  proceed  from  Mr.  Ncvitou's 
nutation.  But  then  he  will  ruin  it,  if  possible,  by  a fair  supiHuition  that  it  might  lie  caused  by  the 
Bouthcni  hemisphere  of  our  globe  being  heavier  than  the  northern : “ Vel  propter  minorem  illi  testa- 
**  tern  majusque  frigut,  &c. : vel  aiiam  (fuandam  causam  nobis  ignotani.’*  As  to  the  froeta  and 
winters  being  longer  at  the  southern  |k>1c  than  at  the  northern,  I grant  'tis  so  by  about  eight  days ; 
but  then  he  ought  to  have  considered,  that  the  perigee  of  the  sun  is  made  in  tn;,  and  the  sun  then 
nearer  the  earth  than  in  s,by  mean  distance : so  that  wc  may  reasonably  suppose  their 

summer  heats  are  pruportionably  greater  than  ours  in  the  southern  regions;  and  uluncver 
extraordinary  congelations  or  condensations  were  made  by  the  longer  winters  are  resolved  by  the 
greater  heats  of  their  summer : w hich  might  serve  fur  an  answer  to  his  pour  eup|X«ition. 

But  to  satisfy  him  more  fully,  look  on  the  map  of  our  globe.  You  will  And  that  the  northern 
hemisphere  consists  most  of  laud ; and  you  tliat  have  surveyed  countries  know  very  well  that  great 
tracts  of  countries  lie  some  considerable  height  above  the  seaa.  The  southern  hemisphere  has  no 
great  quantity  of  earth  laid  down  in  it:  so  tliat  we  may  reasonably  supjiUBc  tlie  northern  hemisphere 
ia  much  heavier  than  the  southern ; except  he  prove  that  the  waters  of  the  southern  part  of  our 
globe,  “ propter  aliquam  causam  nolns  ignolam**  may  be  heavier  than  the  earth  of  the  nortbero, 
which  1 hope  he  will  not. 

Certainly  the  Dr.  has  a mighty  opinion  of  his  own  authority,  or  else  he  would  uever  have  attempted 
to  ovcrtlirow  a well-grounded  truth  on  suppoeitions.  But  he  is  a closet  astronomer;  and  having 
never  thought  of  throwing  away  money  on  instruments,  he  had  rather  do  his  business  by  a party,  on 
supposals,  than  observations.  For  the  future,  betwixt  you  and  me,  be  shall  be  Doctor  the  fair 
Suppaser. 

But  lest  this  should  not  do,  and  other  persons,  as  perverse  as  myself,  should  reject  his  supposi- 
tions with  scorn,  page  277,  he  will  kill  me  with  a demonstration  upon  another  supposition  still,  that 
the  diameters  of  the  fixed  stars  are  insensible;  and,  to  be  sure  of  it,  he  does  not  say  it  of  any  expe- 
rience of  his  OW’D,  but  from  Mr.  Huygens,  who  bad  tubes  and  glasses  that  did  not  lie  always  by  him 
unemployed,  as  some  instruments  do  that  1 got  to  be  made  fur  the  Astronomy  Professor  at  Oxford. 
Now  1 am  resolved  not  to  be  murdered ; and  therefore  desire  him  to  read  that  wliole  paragraph, 
page  7 of  the  .Syriema  Satumiumy  where  Mr.  Huygens  makes  this  atseriion*.  He  will  And  that 
he  adds,  immediately  after,  “ Quotics  vitris  usus  sum  fuliginc  leviter  infectse  ad  auferendos  radios.*' 
And  Q little  after  he  tells  [us]  that  it  w’as  the  eye-glaas  that  he  covered  over  with  smoke : which 
shows  the  reason  of  his  mistake ; fur  the  small  interstices  betwixt  the  particles  of  smoke  that  covered 
over  his  eye-glass  were  not  sufficient  to  receive  the  whole  image  of  a big  star : they  were  only  points ; 
and  the  biggest  stars  could  only  appear  os  shining  points  through  them.  But  ray  old  friend,  Mr. 
Huygens,  in  tliat  very  place,  says  enough  to  have  convinced  the  suppoter  that  lua  assertion  was  a 

* This  quoution  is  not  piren  ia  the  preeent  letter,  but  it  will  be  seen  in  the  foUewing  oae,  page  209.  F.  B. 
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mistake  i for  he  adds,  **  At  ex  Hevelii  consilio,  exterius  vitrum  contcgens,  ui  exiguum  tantum  fora- 
“ men  relinquatur,  alkyuam  ma^iitudincm  prtc  sc  ferre  illiu  vidi.’*  This  is  sufficient.  But  if  he 
would  see  more  of  this,  let  him  read  Riccioli*s  Ahnag.  Mag.^  page  716.  He  will  find  that  Kepler 
was  of  the  same  opiniou  with  Mr.  Huygens  (perhaps  he  misled  him)  ; and  a full  answer  to  it,  with 
RiccioU's  own  determination  of  the  diameter  of  Sirius  to  be  IB'';  a very  sensible  quantity.  After 
these  two  authorities  of  RiccioH  and  HevcUua,  1 suppose  ! may  he  allowed  to  quote  an  observation 
of  my  own,  made  at  Derl)y,  October  22,  1672,  in  the  morning,  which  1 showed  Mr.  Keile,  and 
which  I will  give  you  in  the  very  words  1 wTote  it  down  as  soon  as  taken. 

**  1672,  October  22.  Wlien  Mercury  was  about  10  d^.  high,  I observed  him  in  the  garden  witli 
my  longer  tube  (of  14  foot) ; but  could  not  with  it  sec  the  fixa  (near  him),  the  daylight  being  ti>n 
strong;  only  1 noted  his  diameter  45  parts  =:  16",  or  a little  less;  for,  turning  the  tube  to  Sirius,  1 
found  his  diameter  42  parts  = 15",  which  I judged  equal  to  Mercury’s.  The  aperture  on  the 
object*  glass  was  f of  an  inch : so  that  Sirius  was  well  deprived  of  spurioua  rays,  and  shineil  not 
turhulently,  but  as  sedate  as  Mercury ; the  limbs  of  both  well  dehned,  but  Sirius  best.’* 

I was  with  Mr.  Newton  on  Friday  last,  and  told  him  of  this  observation.  He  would  have  said 
something  in  defence  of  his  friend,  from  the  nature  of  the  difform  rays  of  light ; but  when  I tirgetl 
. the  smallness  of  the  aperture  on  the  ohjoct-glass,  he  let  his  discourse  fall.  There  is  nothing  to  be 
said  against  this  observation ; for  the  fault  of  the  glass  was  as  great  in  Mercury  as  Sirius.  If  Mer- 
cury had  a sensible  diameter,  so  had  Sirius.  If  he  will  say  Sirius  had  none.  Mercury  must  havt 
noiM: ; for  both  were  observed  with  the  same  glass,  and  the  same  aperture  on  it.  Mr.  Huygens  uiys 
this  may  proceed  “ ab  aliqua  vifui  foHacia  ” (as  Dr.  Supposer  does  that  the  south  part  of  the  earth 
may  be  heavier  than  the  north,  ex  aliqwt  ignota  causa ) ; but  *tia  plain  prejudice,  for  his  own  methiMl 
had  prepossessed  him:  and  having  showed,  then,  the  reason  of  his  mistake,  you  ought  to  panlim 
him  for  the  sake  of  his  many  useful  inventions,  and  excellent  treatise  De  Horologio  OiciUaioriti. 

IVay  take  notice  that  1 do  not  herein  attack  any  part  of  the  Doctor’s  works : I only  show'  you  his 
unreasonable  suppositions  and  wilful  mistakes.  It  seems  very  strange  to  me  that  he  cannot  let  me 
forget  an  injury  he  once  did  me  in  the  conveyance  of  my  letter  De  paraUaxi  arhis  onnm  •,  but  must 
refresh  my  memory  by  a worse  repetition.  I pray  God  forgive  him.  I have  other  business  on  my 
hands  than  to  mind  his  spite;  only  pray,  if  be  glories  in  his  demonstration,  page  277,  tell  him  (or 
let  some  bold  frieiKl  of  yours  do  it)  that  1 have  obliged  myself  not  to  take  any  notice  of  what  argu- 
ments shall  be  produced  by  contemplative  men  against  my  observations ; that  he  must  build  larger 
instruments,  and  fix  them  better  than  mine,  and  repeat  his  experiments  for  as  many  years  as  I have 
done,  (as  I tell  him  at  the  foot  of  my  Leiter  to  Or,  Ifaf/u,)  and  then  I doubt  not  but  he  will  find 
cause  to  be  ashamed  both  of  his  suppositions  and  demonstrations. 

[Copied  from  the  original  draught  of  the  letter,  in  MBS,  vol.  35,  page  179.] 
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Letter  from  Hfr,  Flamsteed  to  Afr.  Caswell. 


My  Fkixhd, 
into  Surrey,  so 


The  Observatory,  Sept  5,  1702. 

I received  Dr.  Gregory’s  book  [Klementa  Astronomiep]  but  2 days  before  I worn 
had  not  time  then  to  tell  you  what  I had  to  say  to  it,  nor  shall  I say  anything  to  it 
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now,  but  onlv  to  a preteudtd  demonstration  or  two,  in  which  he  atucks  my  Lett^  to  Or.  IVaUig 
about  the  parallax  of  the  earth’s  orb ; the  l)Ook  itself  wUl  fetch  its  own  character ; but  an  to  his  sug- 
Kcstions  and  prelt*ndcd  demnnstratioD,  it  may  have  some  effecta  both  u|)o«  you  and  l>r.  WalU%  and 
therefore  I shall  tell  you  the  faults  of  both. 

In  the  conclusion  of  my  letter  to  the  Doctor,  I told  him  that  1 should  not  concern  myself  to 
HUswer  any  arguments  [that]  should  lie  brought  against  the  subject  of  it,  and  that  those  who  could 
not  admit  it  roust  ntake  larger  instruments  Uian  mine  were,  fix  and  divide  them  better,  and  continue 
their  observations  for  as  many  years  as  I liad  done  mine ; ami  then  I doubted  not  but  they  would  6nd 
the  truth  of  what  I aiiferted.  The  Doctor  never  scruples  to  admit  the  observations,  nor  argues 
against  my  inferences;  hut,  page  215,  he  suggcsls,  that  the  observed  diminution  of  the  ]H)lc'Btar'a 
distance  from  the  j)olc  in  December,  every  year,  may  be  caused  by  the  southern  hemisphere  of  our 
earth  being  something  denser  than  the  northern;  **  vel  propter  minorem  illi  esiatem,  quam  huic 
“ majusque  fngus;  ret  alitim  tpttitulam  causam  nobii  ignoiam;'*  that  is,  it  may  be  so  by  reason 
of  some  occult  quality : it  ntay  as  welt  be  otherwise.  When  the  sun  is  in  the  southern  signs,  he  is 
nearer  our  earth  than  w hen  in  the  northern ; and  if  1 shouUl  say  that  he  has  sufficient  power  then  to 
rcMilve  all  the  extraordinary  condensations  matlc  by  a winter  6 days  longer  than  ours,  *tis  a better 
answer  than  his  sup|K>sition  descr\*es,  hut  I will  give  him  a seHous  one.  1.  If  such  suppositions  as 
his  may  l)e  allow'cd,  any  confident  and  drolling  supposer  may  ovcrtlirow  and  ridicule  all  the  demon- 
strated truths  of  Mr.  Newtons  I^rindpia  and  his  book,  by  uite  or  two  such  hardy  suppositions. 
2.  Let  him  cast  his  eye  on  our  maps  of  the  globe,  he  will  sec  that  there  it  much  more  continent 
in  the  northern  than  southern  hemisphere.  Wl^iicc  it  follows  that  the  northern,  contrary  to  his 
su)>puBitiuD,  must  be  the  heaviest : except  he  will  supiM^se  agaiu,  that  **  propter  quondam,  causam 
“ ignotam^**  earth  and  rocks  may  he  lighter  than  water,  and  that  a weight  removed  from  the  centre 
of  a balance  weighs  no  more  than  when  it  was  placed  nearer ; for  the  hills  arc  farther  removed  from 
the  centre  of  the  earth  than  the  surface  of  the  inm. 

But  grant  that  by  some  accident  or  accession  of  matter  the  southern  hemisphere  should  be  made 
heavier  than  the  northern,  the  Doctor’s  consequence  will  not  follow:  he  forgets  that  the  earth’s 
ceutre  of  gravity  trill  only  remove  from  its  former  plurc  nearer  the  accesaional  weight,  and  it  will 
continue  revolving  on  its  new  centre  and  axis  as  it  did  on  its  old,  without  any  other  nutation  than 
what  it  hikfl  before  the  southern  hemisphere  became  the  heaviest.  This  it  a very  natural  conse- 
quence; he  ought  to  have  considered  it  before  he  made  h’ls  glorious  conclusion. 

The  Doctor,  1 am  apt  to  think,  was  sensible  that  his  supposition  would  not  do  the  business,  and 
therefore,  page  2'17,  he  will  prove  by  a demonstration,  that  the  jwrallax  of  the  earth’s  orb  it  altoge- 
ther insensible.  But  at  the  very  entrance  of  it  he  sttpposes  again  that  the  diameter  of  a fixed  star 
is  equal  to  the  diameter  of  the  sun ; I can  allow  it,  though  it  he  but  a supposition ; but  others  will 
say,  he  might  as  well  have  supposed  it  a gn*at  deal  bigger  or  less.  He  goes  on  with  a further  sup- 
]Kwition  again,  that  an  assertion  of  my  deceased  very  good  friend  Mr.  Huygens  is  true,  which  is 
demonstrably  false,  and  the  only  false  one  1 remember  him  to  be  guilty  of.  *Tts  page  7 of  the  SgS’ 
htna  Saiurniumt  and  had  the  Doctor  but  read  the  whole  paragraph,  he  might  have  found  the  reason 
of  Mr.  Huygens’  mistake;  and  in  the  very  next  w'ords  after  it,  great  reason  to  suspect  the  truth  of 
his  assertion.  His  words  are  **  fixamm  autem  diametros,  nulla  unquam  latitudine  cernere  potui, 
**  Bed  tantiim  minime  puncti  iiistar,  quutiet  vitris  urns  <um  futigine  teviter  infeetts,  ad  auferendoa 
" radios  ;**  in  the  conclusion  of  the  |uu'agntph  he  tells  us  that  it  was  the  lens  acuto  prorima  that  was 
lightly  covered  with  smoke,  which,  bad  the  Doctor  considered,  he  would  have  found  the  reason  why 
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the  fixed  stars  through  such  an  eve-glass  appeared  only  as  points ; for  the  particles  of  smoke  l)ein« 
spread  all  over  the  eye-glass,  the  stars  could  only  be  seen  through  the  interstices  or  spaces  betwixt 
the  particles,  that  were  only  poinU,  am!  not  wide  enough  to  receive  the  image  of  a large  star  pasj^ing 
over  them ; so  that  ihe  largest  stars  appeared  no  higger  than  the  point-like  spaces  through  which  they 
shone,  or  as  ftoinls.  Mons.  Huygens  takes  no  notice  of  any  difference  he  found  betwixt  the  apparent 
magnitudes  of  the  biggest  and  least  stars  viewed  through  a sronked  eye-glass;  the  reason  is  evident, 
the  species  of  a bright  5th  nr  6th  light  star  would  probably  fill  any  of  the  mterstiees  betwixt  the 
smoky  particles,  and  no  more  of  the  light  of  a great  star  than  filled  one  of  them  could  be  transmittetl 
to  the  eye  (the  solid  particles  of  smoke  intercepting  the  rest)  through  the  glass:  so  tliat  the  5th  and 
6th  light  stars  to  Mr.  Huygens  ap|>earcd  this  way  as  big  points  as  the  1st  or  2nd  light.  Hut 
Mr.  Huygens  very  candidly  and  ingeniously  ailds  immediately,  **  At  ex  Uerelii  consiUo*  ('e.i:trrius 
**  vitrum  rontegens  iia  ut  exiguum  iantum  foramen  relinquaiurfalv{uam  mngnitudinem  pra>  se  illas 
ferre  ri'di.”  This  expression  might  have  suggested  to  the  Doctor  that  Mr.  Huygens  was  to  hr 
suspected,  for  his  own  sight  and  confenion  contradicts  his  first  assertion,  thoug]i  to  evade  it  he  adds 
immediately  “ quam  proinde  non  stcllarum  propriam  sed  ex  alitiua  visus  faUacia  nasci  or6(/rc>r if 
he  had  said,  with  the  Doctor,  “ ex  aliqua  ignofa  catao,*’  it  had  been  as  much  to  his  purj>use,  and  as 
good  as  what  he  goes  on  with,  “ nam  nostra  quidem,  ilia  methodus,  transfumum,  quo  lens 
**  proxima  tincta  est,  Stellas  inspiciendi  certa  erf.’*  It  was  certainly  a pretty  good  way  (but  not  tin* 
best)  of  viewing  the  sun  through  a telescope ; for  the  particles  of  the  smoke  on  the  glass  retarded  >m> 
many  of  his  rays,  that  those  few  (which  passed  through),  only  servet!  to  paint  hie  image  distinct  »n 
the  retina  of  the  eye  without  hurting  it ; but  no  one,  besides  Mr.  Huygens,  ever  affirmed  that  this 
was  a good  way  of  taking  the  spurious  rays  of  the  stare  or  planets ; and  I om  confident  when  the 
Doctor  has  well  considered  it,  he  will  think  it  no  good  one  at  all.  For  the  spurious  rays  derive  their 
original  from  the  object-glass,  aiid  fall,  with  the  true,  on  the  eye-glase,  and  are  transmitted  to  the 
eye  through  it  (though  smoked)  by  the  small  interstices  betwixt  the  smoky  particles  as  well  as  the 
true,  though  Mr.  Huygens  could  not  perceive  them:  because  that  the  spaces  betwixt  the  particles 
were  »o  email,  and  the  different  light  passed  so  swiftly  over  them,  that  he  could  see  it  only  as  points 
of  light,  without  being  able  to  distinguish  anything  of  the  colours  in  it. 

.Mr.  Huygens’  book  was  printed  in  the  year  1669.  The  true  theory  of  light  and  colours  was  not 
published  till  2 or  3 years  after,  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  1672,  &c.,  by  Mr.  Newton  ; 
iior  the  true  reason  of  these  spurious  rays  known  till  tlwn:  so  Mr.  Huygens  is  excusable  for  his 
opinion  ; but  the  Doctor  can  hardly  excuse  himself  for  allowing  it.  For  Riccioli,  in  his  Alma*jest^ 
vid-  i,  page  7 16,  § 3,  takes  notice  that  Kepler  had  affirmed  that  the  fixed  stars  were  but  as  lucid 
points,  answers  it,  and  shows  that  Hevelius’s  method  was  true  and  good,  and  thereby  detenuiues  the 
diameter  of  Sirius  18"  of  Alior  4" : so  that  the  diameter  of  a fixed  star  of  the  5th  or  6th  light  is  as 
large  as  the  diameter  of  $ or  at  the  greatest  distances  from  our  earth,  according  to  Riccioli. 
And  if  the  Doctor  will  be  further  satisfied,  there  are  tele«coi)c  glasses  at  Oxfonl,  and  conveniciiu-s 
for  managing  of  them ; let  himself  view  any  nf  the  planeta,  or  large  fixed  stars,  without  auy  aperture 
on  the  object-glass,  he  will  find  its  image  com{>assexl  with  colours : let  him  put  apertures  on  the  object- 
glasses  (less  and  less  till  the  last  be  but  ^ or  ^ of  an  inch  wide),  he  will  find  that  as  he  diminishes 
the  aperture,  the  perceiving  of  rays  and  colours  will  diminish,  till  at  last  the  star  apj)ear  with  its  limb 
distinct  and  free  from  colours,  whereby  he  will  be  fully  convinced  of  Mr.  Huj*gen8’  mistake. 

In  the  meantime  I shall  give  you  a copy  of  some  notes  from  my  own  book,  which  I took  at  Derby, 
in  the  year  1672,  October  the  22nd,  mane,  which  I showed  Mr.  Keile  when  here,  and  mentioned  to 
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jou*  which  will  fully  prove  that  the  fixed  itars  have  icnsiblc  diameterSf  and  perhaps  save  the 
Doctor’s  labours. 

1072,  Oct  23,  mane,  when  Mercury  was  about  10  degrees  high,  I obsenetl  him  in  the  garden 
” with  my  longer  tube  (of  14  feet),  but  could  not  with  it  sec  the  fixa  near  him,  the  day-light  being 
“ too  strung.  Only  I noted  his  diameter  45  parts  = 16",  or  a little  less:  for  turning  the  tube  to  Sirius 
“ 1 found  his  diameter  42  ports  = 15", which  I judged  equal  to  Mercury’s;  the  a]>erture  on  tny  object 
'*  gloss  was  I of  an  inch,  so  that  Sirius  was  well  deprived  of  spurious  rays,  and  shone  not  turbulcntly, 
**  but  as  sedate  as  Mercury,  the  limbs  of  both  well  dehned,  Imt  Sirius  best.** 

I suspect  my  diameters,  both  of  Sirius  and  Mercurj',  arc  2"  or  3"  too  big,  both  by  reason  of  the 
didiculty  of  measuring  so  small  an  angle  with  the  micrometer,  and  because  the  different  refractions  of 
different  rays  might  add  so  much  to  them,  as  Mr.  Newton  shows  in  his  theory  of  light  and  colours ; 
Imt  the  effects  were  the  same  in  the  planet  and  Sirius ; if  Mercury  had  a sensible  diameter,  Sirius 
must  be  allowed  one  too;  if  Sirius  had  none,  Mercury  must  have  none. 

Now  this  assertion  of  Mr.  Huygens  proving  false,  and  the  Doctors  first  supposition  wanting  to  be 
proved,  his  demonstration  grounded  on  them  falls  of  itself,  and  1 have  no  more  to  say  to  him. 
1 have  endeavoured  hitherto  to  oblige  him  whenever  I had  opportunity ; I have  given  him  no  provo- 
cation to  this,  nor  knuw  any  reason  he  had  to  attack  it,  except  he  enries  the  Royal  English  Observa- 
toiy  the  honour  of  that  discovery,  which  if  it  had  come  from  Edinburgh  had  not  been  enough  valnetl 
or  applauded.  You  live  in  Oxford,  and  think  *tis  your  concern  to  keep  fair  with  him;  I leave  it 
therefore  to  your  discretion  to  convey  the  substance  of  what  I write  to  him  in  such  a manner  as  may 
let  him  see  that  you  arc  his  friend,  and  (though  I have  but  a very  mean  esteem  for  persons  of  his 
temper)  yet  I am  nut  his  enemy,  but  can  be  his  friend,  even  before  he  makes  roe  reparation,  as  a 
good  Christian  ought. 

Dray  let  Dr.  ^Vallis  see  this  letter.  1 suppose  he  saw  the  Doctor’s  book,  and  these  fine  demon- 
strations before  they  were  printed;  he  had  done  the  part  of  a frieud  if  he  had  acc{uainted  me  with 
them,  and  prevented  the  shame  that  wUl  fall  on  his  colleague  by  publishing  such  things  when  noways 
provoked;  I ho}ie  you  have  paid  him  for  the  book.  If  he  pretends  to  present  me  with  it,  I shall 
return  it  him,  or  to  some  public  library,  with  my  notes  on  it. 

There  arc  some  other  places  be  attacks  me  in  without  naming  me;  I pass  them  by  and  forgive 
him;  ihev  show  both  his  ignorance  and  malice,  to  those  that  understand  them;  to  others  they  sig- 
nify nothing.  1 am  often  ill  of  Uie  headach,  which  hinders  me  much  in  my  business ; but  it  gives 
me  ease  to  hear  my  friends  euj(^  their  health.  I pray  God  give  you  yours,  and  the  same  to 
Dv.  Wallis  and  his  colleague.  Give  my  service  to  Dr.  Punster,  acquaint  him  and  Mr.  Keilc  with 
the  contents  of  this  letter,  which  bad  been  abridged  if  1 had  had  leisure. 

I am  yours  ever, 

JoHK  Flamstibd. 

[E.xlracled  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  62,  from  the  end.  There  is  also  another  copy  of  it  in  MSS, 
vol.  35,  page  183.] 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  WaUis. 


Honored  Dr. 
hindered  me  from 


The  Observatory,  October  10,  1702. 

Some  business  that  has  occasioned  me  to  be  often  in  London  of  late,  hitherto  has 
returning  an  answ  cr  to  yours  of  the  26th  instant.  I am  obliged  to  you  for  it,  and 
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the  randour  in  acquainting  Dr.  Gregory  so  freely  with  your  dislike  of  his  endeavours  to  invalidate 
a truth,  which  has  been  incontestably  pmveil,  by  eight  yean  continue  observations,  in  my  letters  to 
you,  before  you  had  seen  mine  to  Mr.  Casxvell. 

You  saw  in  it,  that  to  decline  all  occasion  of  controversy  with  Dr.  Gregr»ry,  I liail  avoided  taking 
notice  of  anything  in  bis  book  wherein  I was  not  directly  mentioned,  and  attacked,  and  that  1 have 
passed  by  several  places  wherein  he  reflects  upon  me  without  mentioning  my  name.  For  I know 
very  well  that  those  sorts  of  contro\ersi(.s  serve  only  to  make  our  professions  discstcemed  by  those 
that  uudenstand  them  not.  And  I have  always  been  desirous  to  maintain  a fair  corres^KiDdeuce  with 
the  professors  of  our  own  nation,  to  support  the  honor  of  it. 

But  Dr.  Gregory  I know  lias  been  excited  to  what  lie  lias  done  by  tlic  mUrepresentation  of  a 
certain  geutlcman  who  thiuka  no  places  so  Ct  for  him  as  cither  the  Doctor’s  or  mine : 1 pity  them 
both,  and  pray  God  forgive  them.  I shall  persist  in  my  business,  let  them  do  or  say  what  they 
please : only  I think  it  miglit  be  for  Dr.  Gregory’*s  {^vantage  and  reputation  to  keep  a fair  corre- 
spondence with  the  Observatory,  or  at  least  not  to  attack  it  unprovoked.  To  prevent  a further 
disgrace  to  him,  I must  answ  er  a suggestion  he  makes  in  his  honk,  and  w hich  Was  lately  rc]>cated  to 
me  by  one  of  his  own  friends,  though,  to  avoid  controversy*,  1 mention  it  not  to  Mr.  Caswell : *tis 
that  the  parallax  of  the  earth’s  orbit  might  better  be  tried  by  taking  the  distance  of  two  fixed  stars 
at  different  Umes  of  the  year,  and  that  in  tins  method  there  Could  be  no  room  for  his  caviU.  Tia  a 
specious  suggestion ; but  if  the  Doctor  understands  instruments,  and  the  methods  of  observing  with 
them,  he  must  know  that  the  difference  of  the  meridiunal  height  of  any  one  fixed  star  may  be  much 
more  accurately  taken  with  a fixed  instrument  than  the  distances  of  two  stars  with  a moveable  one. 
I pray  God  continue  your  health,  and  1 am,  Reverend  Sir,  your  aflbetiouate,  obliged  friend,  and 
senant, 

JouM  Flamsteed. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  67,  numbered  from  the  end.] 


No.  65.)  Extracts  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Fiumsleed  to  Mr.  A.  S/uirp. 

The  Observatory,  December  14,  1702. 

Another  reason  why  I wrote  not  to  you  was  distctn|>er:  my  headach  atill  troubles  me; 
hut,  [ bless  God  for  it,  not  so  ill  as  formerly.  But  the  main  was,  my  man  Hudson  has  left  me,  and 
is  removed  to  London,  where  he  teaches  mathematics;  and  my  youi^r  servant  it  not  yet  ready  at 
hia  business,  which  therefore  lies  most  on  my  hands  : 1 have  had  a great  deal  of  late,  but  now  ’tis 
pretty  well  over,  and  you  may  expect  seasonable  returns  to  yours. 

1 do  not  know  whether  I sent  you  a copy  of  a letter  I wrote  to  Mr.  Caswell  about  tome  demon- 
strations in  Dt.  Gregory's  iKiuk ; if  I did  not,  let  me  know ; by  that  time  the  answer  arrives  Iw  will 
be  at  leisure  to  copy  it  for  yon,  and  it  shall  be  sent ; *t»  a full  sheet  of  my  wTiting. 

Since  then,  the  French  have  published  some  remarks  upon  my  Letter  to  Dr.  fFalHs.  Young 
Cassini  is  the  author,  and  they  are  printefl  in  Fontenellc’s  history  of  the  Academic  dcs  Sciemxs.  He 
undertakes  to  show  what  will  be  the  result  of  the  Copcmican  hypothesis,  or  the  earth’s  mution  iu 
respect  uf  the  fixed  stars  and  the  ih)1cs  of  the  earth  aud  ecliptic ; and  that  he  finds  on  oversight  com* 
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mitted  hy  me.  I hkvt  wrote  about  a sheet  and  a half  of  refiectiona  on  his  remarks,  whereby  it  will 
appear  that  he  understood  not  the  effects  of  the  earth’s  motion,  or  how  the  parallaxes  of  the  earth’s 
orb  were  represented  in  the  hypothesis  of  her  motion.  I design  a copy  of  their  remarks  and 
my  Tctlcctions  fur  you  as  soon  as  I can  get  leisure. 

1 thank  you  for  your  kind  offer  to  assist  me  in  lunar  calculations;  but  my  new  tables  are 
40  quarto  pages  and  upwards,  and  1 have  not  time  nor  help  to  copy  them ; and  besides,  I do  not  judge 
it  seasonable  as  yet  to  examine  them.  I will  see  what  use  Dr.  Gr^ry  or  Mr.  Newton  will  make  of 
what  they  have  done,  hy  my  help,  without  me,  I pray  God  keep  you ; rest  assured  that  I am  always 
your  faithful  friend  to  senre  you. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  posaeaslon  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  66.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flajnsieed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  January  18,  n02-3. 

SlB, 

I had  rather  put  you  to  the  chaigc  of  a post  letter  extraordinary,  than  appear  wanting  in 
my  answers  to  the  best  of  my  friends.  Two  things  1 believe  1 forgot  to  answer  in  my  return  to 
yours  of  the  5th  instant : the  first  was  relative  to  the  complaint  of  the  dew  on  the  eye-glass;  the 
other  about  my  new  lunar  tables.  I shall  now  give  you  my  thoughta  of  the  first,  and  certify  youra 
about  the  latter;  and  then  1 hope  1 have  cleared  myself  of  my  debt  to  you. 

As  concerning  the  haze  and  dew  on  the  eye-glass,  it  proceeds  from  your  own  breath  fixing  on  it : 
there  is  no  remedy  but  wiping  it,  which  is  quickly  done,  if  the  screw  of  the  shield  have  but  a very 
few  threads,  otherwise  ’tis  troublesome;  but  this  fault  is  quickly  remedied.  I am  not  seldom  trou- 
bled in  like  msnner,  which  makes  me  have  a great  care,  in  frosty  weather,  nut  to  breathe  near  the 
shield;  or  (if  by  chance  I have)  to  unscrew  and  clean  it  immediately. 

As  to  my  lunar  tables,  they  arc  not  made  as  you  imagine  to  nice  parts  of  the  mean  anomaly;  but 
so  contrived  that  wherever  there  are  many  equations  to  be  taken  out,  they  may  be  got  at  with  as 
little  labour,  and  the  calculation  finished  both  in  as  little  room  and  time,  as  formerly.  The  mean 
motions  are  in  the  same  form  as  in  my  Doctrine  of  the  Sphere : save  that  I begin  them  for  every 
year  at  1581,  and  continue  them  down  to  n21,  whereby  they  fill  nearly  5 quarto  pages,  each  page 
containing  about  48  years ; and  the  middle  motion  of  the  0,  > , apogee.  Si*  being  all  to  be  taken 
out  for  the  same  year  in  the  same  line : tbe  mean  motions  for  the  months  and  days  ordered,  in  like 
manner,  fill  12  pages ; for  tbe  hours  and  minutes,  &c.  erne  page : so  that  18  psgea  are  filled  with  tbe 
middle  mutioiiB.  I leave  out  tbe  eccentricities,  and  in  the  room  of  them  seek  tbe  greatest  equations 
of  the  orbit;  and  then,  instead  of  tables  of  the  equations  to  different  occentricitieo,  having  made 
tablca  of  the  equations  to  every  single  degree  of  the  greatest,  as  to  5, 6, 1,  6 degrees  of  greatest  equa- 
tion, wiUi  their  differences,  1 take  out  the  true  equation  with  the  mean  anomaly  and  greatest  present 
equation,  which  is  easily  done  (by  virtue  of  this  contrivance):  and  often  without  any  help  of 
tables  of  proportional  parts  or  logistical  logarithma,  but  [by]  the  sole  help  of  memory  and  judgment : 
this  makes  every  sign  of  mean  anomaly  take  up  a whole  page,  but  the  pain  of  calculation  is  hereby 
much  saved.  My  tables  of  horary  motious,  parallaxes,  and  semidiamelcrs,  are  all  in  the  same  form  ; 
ami  1 find  tbe  advantage  of  it  every  time  I calculate  the  moon’a  places.  It  cost  me  and  Mr.  Hudson 
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above  3 months'  paina  to  ciUculute  these  tables,  and  what  others  depend  on  them.  I have  had  them 
by  me  now  almost  4 years,  but  now  they  are  done  they  may  be  safely  accommodated  to  any  limitations 
I shall  make  of  her  theory,  or  any  alterations  whatever.  I have  formed  the  tables  for  finding  the 
variations  with  the  small  inequalities  in  the  same  manner,  so  as  to  serve  any  alterations  of  her  theory ; 
and  did  you  live  near  me  1 should  freely  trust  you  with  a copy  of  them. 

The  tables  of  the  second  equations  of  the  apogee  and  node  arc  exactly  in  the  same  form  as  formerly, 
bnt  with  differences : but  the  tables  for  finding  the  li 's  latitude  are  made,  snpposing  her  greatest 
5°  O',  5°  IQ',  and  5°  18',  with  differences  again,  to  save  the  pains  of  collecting  them,  which  saves 
the  calculation  very  much.  The  reductions  are  taken  out  from  tables  made  in  the  same  form,  which 
augments  their  number  indeed;  but  the  convcniency  of  their  use  abundantly  recompenses  the  pain 
of  turning  over  a few  pages  more  to  find  the  equations  desired. 

Without  this  foresight  it  had  been  a tiresome  work  to  calculate  the  moon's  place  in  my  correct 
theory,  (1  call  it  mine, because  it  consists  of  my  solar  tables  and  lunsr  numbers  corrected  by  myself; 
and  shall  ovm  noOang  of  Mr.  ^eicton's  labours  till  he  fairly  owns  what  he  has  had  from  the  Obser- 
t'otory  snd  I believe  thst  none  but  myself  would  have  been  at  the  pains  to  make  so  many  tables 
as  I have  for  this  purpose.  But  my  psins  I hope  have  been  well  employed,  and  will  be  of  great  use 
whenever  the  Queen  or  Government  pleases  to  be  at  the  charge  of  printing  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed 
stars,  with  the  maps,  my  observations,  and  these,  with  other  tables  I have  by  roe,  together. 

I fo^ot  likewise  to  tell  you  that  I am  apt  to  ihuik  the  orbits  of  the  satellites  do  not  all  lie  in  the  same 
plane,  nor  have  all  the  same  inclination  to  the  plane  of  Jupiter's  orbit,  as  hitherto  has  been  sup- 
posed ; and  this  may  be  possibly  a cause  of  the  error  of  aliout  QO'  of  time  I have  sometimes  found 
in  the  motions  of  the  Qnd,  and  a loss  you  find  in  the  3rd ; but  not  the  whole  cause,  fur  I suspect 
another,  depending  on  the  distance  of  Jupiter  from  his  aphelion,  of  which  1 shall  tell  you  more 
hereafler,  if  God  spare  me  life  and  health  to  take  these  motions  again  into  consideration  : which  I 
hope  he,  that  has  blessed  my  labors  mightily,  and  beyond  my  expectation  hitherto,  will  graciously 
grant  me.  That  the  same  good  Providence  may  ever  preserve  you,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  servaut, 

John  Flamstsed,  M.R. 

I write  to  you  with  the  same  plainness  I used  to  discourse  you  by  my  fireside;  you  are  discreet, 
and  will  make  none  but  a good  use  of  my  freedom. 

[Copied  from  the  origiruU  draft  of  the  letter,  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  175.] 


No.  67.)  Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr,  A.  SJusrp. 

The  Observatory,  February  9,  1702-3. 

There  are  some  things  I omitted  to  take  notice  of  in  your  last  letter  (before  yours) 
of  January  S,  about  the  bulk  of  my  lunar  tables;  that  which  makes  them  take  so  many  pages  it, 
that,  lat.  I make  the  radixes  both  for  0 and  J to  every  year  ftom  1581,  where  Tycho's  observationa 
begin,  to  1721 ; and  for  the  day#  of  every  month  as  in  my  Doctrine  of  the  Sphere.  2nd.  The  tables 
for  the  equations  of  the  centre  and  the  parallaxes,  horary  motions,  and  semi-diameters  of  the  moon, 
are  made,  XMt  to  various  eccentricities,  but  to  5, 6,  7,  and  8 degrees  of  greatest  equation  of  the  orbit, 
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with  inter-mutuftl  and  inter-columnar  differences  j which  renden  the  cullectin^^  of  the  equations  much 
mure  ex]>cditious  and  easy  titan  in  the  old  form  : and  for  this  reason  I have  a particular  tabic  for  taking 
out  the  greatest  eqnationsi  instead  of  the  eccentricities,  which  you  will  easily  apprehend  how  I form. 
The  tobies  for  taking  out  the  variations  and  small  equations  ore  in  the  same  form,  but  have  four 
cidumns  for  one  in  lire  old.  I mid  w/me  small  tobies  besides,  which  you  will  find  on  perusal  the 
theory  requirea;  besides  tables  of  parallaxes  to  every  degree  of  apparent  and  true  distance  from  «ur 
vertex,  reductions  and  angles  of  tlic  mo-rn's  visible  way  witli  the  ecli|)(ic,  which  corsl  me  about  four 
months*  pains,  with  my  men,  Hudson,  \n  make;  but  1 have  this  advantage  in  them,  tlwt  now,  by 
the  lunar  equations,  I can  take  out  the  equations  fur  the  orbits  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  with  the  loga- 
rithms of  their  distances  from  the  sun,  for  any  theory,  with  little  trouble.  I have  not  yet  got  another 
srrv'ttnt;  but  as  soon  os  I have  nnc,  if  you  desire  it,  I may  furnish  you  with  copies  of  the  tables  of 
equations,  Bcmi-diainciers,  and  ])«rallaxcs,  for  your  private  use. 

Y ou  need  not  be  shy  of  letting  anybody  know  that  1 luivc  these  tables,  or  the  catalogue  of  the  stars' 
places  in  such  forwardness  by  me.  1 desire  it  should  be  known  and  spoken  of  by  such  persons  as 
you,  that  know  tlie  labor  and  pains  required  to  make  tl)C  observations  hn»t,  and  then  to  derive  the 
catalogue  and  planets’  places  from  them.  I desire  to  have  them  published  as  soon  as  may  be;  and, 
in  order  to  it,  that  you  would  s|>eak  freely  of  them;  but  I desire  Uiat  no  copies  of  what  1 impart  to 
you  be  given  abroad,  lest  Captmn  Kaymcr  should  say  they  need  no  more,  nndtltcreby  hiiHlermc  from 
procuring  an  allowance  for  publishing  the  whole.  Tl)c  charge  of  the  pUtes  and  press  will  not  be  so 
little  as  if 1000.  I nm  more  money  than  this  out  of|M>ckctalreaily  in  mtdting  instniments  and  hiring 
help  to  manage  them,  and  work  up  the  observations  made  this  26  )cars:  *tis  but  just  the  piihlic 
should  defray  all  this  cltaige ; yet  i ask  no  mure  tlian  to  hire  help  to  cojiy  niy  pa|)crs  and  books  for 
the  press,  and  to  Hnieh  sonic  ncccsrary  calculations  and  tables,  and  to  print  them  at  my  oten  charge  ; 
and  I have  some  ho|>es  of  ubuining  iL  Gud’s  providence  brought  me  to  this  work,  has  prospered 
me  in  it,  and  I will  not  doubt  but  he  will  give  it  a hap]iy  conclusion.  Now  I have  told  you  for  what 
reason  I wouhl  not  have  what  1 impart  to  you  communicated  to  otlicra;  I hope  you  are  satisfied 
that  *tis  not  out  of  any  reserved  humor,  as  Mr.  Newton’s  friends  gave  out,  who  would  have  obliged 
the  narrow  soul  at  my  cost,  but  only  to  do  the  public  greater  Krvicc,  and  give  it  the  honor  of  my 
pains,  to  whom  and  not  such  eelf-glorious  |»CTsans  ’tUdtic.  *Tis  known  very  well  whence  he  hail  hiti 
materials  and  principles ; he  makes  but  a small  figure  uow,  aud  will  |m>bubly  make  a less  in  a little 
time,  though,  had  he  been  wise,  he  might  have  made  a much  bigger  than  he  did  formerly.  But 
enough  of  him  (in  whom  the  justice  |irovidencc  is  remarkable)  j he  pretends  to  have  left  his 
mathematical  studies,  1 leave  him  therefirc  to  his  other. 

We  are  like  to  be  overwhelmed  with  treatises  of  scries  and  fluxions.  Mr.  Sheene’s  U not  yet 
extant ; but  a non-conformist,  Mr.  Uitton.  I am  told,  1ms  a piece  in  tlie  press ; and  one  Mr.  Hayes,  a 
Scotchman,  has  one  too,  on  the  same  subject,  going  to  the  press.  Assure  yourvclf  that,  as  anything 
of  this  kind  comes  out,  it  shall  lx:  sent  you,  or,  at  least,  a just  account  of  it,  by  your  obliged  real 
friend  and  scn*ant. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Afrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  68.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  Ccavcell. 

The  Observatory,  March  25,  1703. 

Sir, 

By  yours  of  the  22nd  instant,  1 find  you  ore  as  little  concerned  for  the  reception  nf  your 
new  contrived  faar(»co))c  as  I was  when  I imported  it  to  the  Rnyal  Society ; you  are  certainly  in  the 
right,  and  as  good  a judge  of  that  contrivance  as  the  objectors  against  it;  but  your  objections  arc 
over  since  Mr.  Halle}''s  return,  and  1 am  apt  to  think  1 shall  hear  no  more  of  them:  for  they  are 
answered  in  calculation,  as  I told  some  of  them  they  should  find  them. 

[ am  not  concerned  how  he  manages  his  alTains  at  O:tford,  being  very  well  pleased  I had  no  hand 
in  recommending  him,  and  as  for  a reenneUiation  with  him,  T know  of  no  occasion  for  it ; having  never 
done  anything  that  was  injurious  to  him  willingly,  except  in  vindicating  myself  fri>m  his  aspcTf)ions 
and  calumnies,  much  more  fiercely  to  his  face  tlian  behind  his  back ; and  if  in  this  I have  done  him 
any  injury',  he  must  thank  himself  for  it,  I am  sure  I have  dune  him  none  tlcsigncdly.  I.Ast  time  I 
SAW  him  many  words  passed  lictwixt  us ; he  complained  of  my  unkinducss  highly,  and  asked  loudly 
what  he  must  do  to  gain  my  friendship ; I answered  roundly  he  must  become  a justf  serious,  and 
vtriumt  m/iR,  and  then  I should  \».  his  fricr>d  immediately.  This  answer  the  conqiany  took  notice  of, 
but  he  passed  [it]  over.  I am  of  the  same  mind  still,  and  if  he  can  be  such,  there  is  no  need  of 
any  reconciliation  ; if  l>e  cannot,  it  wuuld  be  highly  to  my  prejudice  to  make  an  accommodation 
with  one  whom  I never  willingly  injured. 

You  may  remember  he  made  a ditierence  with  you,  came  to  an  accommodation,  and  did  you  more 
injury  after,  by  hie  clamour  and  unjust  complaints,  than  he  had  done  before.  G<»d  riumed  it  to  your 
good,  and  I know  you  arc  thankful.  If  I should  not  be  wary  when  I have  such  an  instance  before 
me,  I should  not  deserve  yotir  care,  or  his  providence. 

1 should  be  glad  to  see  your  new  instrument,  wlicn  you  have  leisure  to  impart  it  to  me.  And 
much  more  to  see  you  here.,  tlwt  wc  may  discourse  freely  of  our  small  affairs,  and  acknowledge 
together  the  goodness  of  that  Providence  that  preserves  us  from  suffering  by  the  practices  of  those 
that  regard  not  his  glory,  but  their  ow*n.  Pray  let  me  know  what  time  you  intend  to  be  in  London, 
that  I may  so  order  my  affairs  as  to  meet  you  there,  and  enjoy  your  good  company  here. 

I have  answered  all  the  particulars  of  your  letter,  and  shall  now  tell  you  what  f am  doing.  Soon 
after  Mr.  Newton’s  book  came  out,  I made  new  tables  for  calculating  the  moon*s  place  according  tv 
ail  his  additions  and  corrections  of  the  old,  on  the  Ilorroccian  theory.  But  1 applied  them  not  till 
lately,  wiicn  1 set  myself  to  examine  tliem  fay  30  appubes  of  the  moon  observed  here  betwixt  the 
years  1675  and  1689.  I have  repeated  a dozen  of  them  twice,  fur  greater  certainty,  and  find  the 
new  numbers  err  commonly  5 or  G minutes,  sometimes  in  the  excess,  and  in  the  opposite  point  of  the 
orbit  in  the  defect,  and  me  versa;  and  sometimes  the  errors  rise  to  8'  or  9'  in  longitude,  ami  that 
not  in  the  quadratures,  but  at  a distance  from  them. 

The  errors  in  latitude  are  frequently  2, 3,  or  4 minutes,  which  is  intolerable^  They  result  not 
only  from  my  own  ohservations,  but  from  those  of  others  taken  at  the  same  time.  *Tis  much  for  the 
Doctor’s  and  his  author's  credit,  and  shows  how  skilfiil  they  both  are,  that  such  errors  are  fuund 
in  the  first  careful  e.xamination. 

I hoped,  however,  they  would  agree  better  at  the  full  moons,  and  in  order  to  examine  them,  1 
collected  the  observation  of  16  lunar  eclipsei  taken  here  by  m>'self  with  Mr.  llallcj,  or  by  the 
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French  with  me : and  these  last  ten  days  I have  employed  in  examining  them,  and  found  them  dlBcr 
commonly  5 or  6 minutes  of  time,  and  not  seldom  lO',  or  more  in  the  phases  of  a lunar  eclipse, 
which  shows  that  they  err  5 or  6 minutes  in  the  moon’s  longitude  at  the  syzygies.  You  need  nut  be 
afraid  of  speaking  of  this,  for  the  calculations  that  differ  most  from  the  heavens  have  been  carefully 
repeated. 

If  Dr.  Gregory,  or  any  other,  says  I did  not  imjMirt  observations  sufficient  for  completing  the 
numbers,  yon  may  tell  them  I was  at  the  pains  to  calculate  above  200  places  of  the  moon  from  my 
observations  first,  and  after  from  my  own  tables,  fur  Mr.  Newton ; which  employed  all  my  spare  houn 
for  more  than  three  years : that  in  the  mean  time  I was  carrying  on  the  work  of  my  great  catalogue, 
that  these  are  ten  times  as  many,  and  infinitely  mure  certain  than  any  that  were  ever  seen  before  of 
the  moon,  and  would  be  thought  sufficient  by  any  judicious  and  skilful  astronomer.  That  I know 
no  obligations  I lay  under  to  spend  all  my  time  to  serve  Mr.  K.,  who  would  needs  question  the 
observations  when  they  agreed  not  with  his  theories  (or  rather  conceptions),  and  gave  me  continual 
trouble  about  them  at  a time  w hen  I had  a violent  distemper  that  continued  near  a year  w ith  me,  and 
suffered  me  not  to  prosecute  my  own  necessary  business. 

I know  how  to  take  off  a part  of  the  error,  by  throwing  away  part  of  Mr.  Newton’s  equations  which 
the  heavens  allow  not,  and,  therefore,  you  may  add,  if  you  please,  that  if  either  3fr.  Neipion  or  Or. 
Ore^ory  (who  by  this  time  may  be  supposed  to  have  made  tables  for  the  moon  according  to  his  own 
theories  or  conceptions)  u*iVf  send  me  their  tables^  I ictll  assuredly  tell  ihemwhether  they  agree  with 
the  heavens  or  nof,  and  haw  much  they  differ : this  you  may  say  without  any  just  offei\ce  to  them. 

I have  not  yet  examined  how  the  new  corrections  of  Mr.  Newton,  with  his  additions  to  my  old 
tables  and  Horroccian  theory,  agree  with  the  observed  mrridinnal  places  of  the  moon,  because  he  told 
me  when  1 saw  him  last  they  agreed  in  their  ayputses  to  fxed  stars,  within  {not  2 or  3 minutes, 
€u  Or.  Gregory  wrote,  hut  within')  3 or  A.  I’hey  arc  his  own  very  words  to  me,  but  I find  the  errors 
of  them  double,  even  in  apptilscs.  I have  a good  and  lai^c  stock  of  other  observations  by  me, 
whereby  I can  further  examine  them  when  I please,  and  with  much  less  labour. 

Feb.  25  last  he  sent  me  bis  new  Optics,  by  his  bookseller  the  next  day  I ordered  the  same 
person  to  return  him  my  thanks.  lu  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  No.  80,  for  Feb.  19, 1671-2, 
page  3079,  he  affirms  that  the  object  glass  of  any  telescope  cannot  coiled  all  the  rays  which  come 
from  one  point  of  on  object,  so  as  to  mate  them  convene  at  its  focus,  in  less  room  than  in  a circular 
space,  wftose  diameter  is  the  bOth  part  of  the  diameter  of  its  aperture.  In  his  Optics,  page  72,  near 
the  bottom,  he  contracts  this  space  ; for,  says  he,  the  sensible  image  of  a lucid  point  is,  therefore, 
scarce  broader  <Aon  a circle  whose  di<meler  is  the  250fA  part  of  the  diameter  of  the  ohjed-glass 
of  a good  telescope,  or  not  much  broader,  whence  he  concludes  lluit  in  a telescope  of  20  or  30  feet, 
with  an  aperture  of  2 tncAcr,  it  may  be  b or  6 seconds,  and  scarce  above.  Read  what  follow  s,  you 
will  find  this  is  to  help  out  Dr.  Gregory',  who  will  have  the  fixed  stars  to  have  no  sensible  diameters, 
tliat  they  may  have  no  sensible  parallaxes.  I have  showed  his  mistakes  already,  in  a letter  to  you 
long  since ; I shall  only  say  now  to  Mr.  Newton,  that  if  his  assertion  he  good,  and  the  different  rays 
beatuw  a circular  body  of  5 or  6 seconds  diameter  on  a lucid  point,  then  even  the  smallest  lucid  point 
in  the  heavens,  and  consequently  all  the  small  fixed  stars,  ought  to  answer  as  circles  of  5 or  6 seconds 
diameter.  But  if  he  compared  them  with  or  when  visible  near  the  sun,  and  their  greatest 
removes  from  the  earth,  he  will  find  that  Iwo  ilUrds  ai  least  of  all  Ote  fixed  stars  in  the  heavens  hare 
not  one  single  second  diameter,  so  tliat  his  assertion  is  false  iu  fset : and  what  he  says  aAer  about 
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fouling  the  eye*glasaes,  Ac.,  only  shows  either  his  great  ifuincerity^  fondness  for  his  own  conceptions 
(theories  ss  he  is  pleased  to  call  them),  and  unacquaintedness  with  the  heavens. 

But  to  put  the  business  out  of  doubt,  and  to  show  that  the  dilatation  of  the  rays  of  light  have  no 
such  monstrous  effects  as  he  conceits,  I have  thought  of  and  made  an  experiment,  that  will  fully 
convince  you  or  any  ingenious  person  (that  vaiwu  trutA  above  Jlaitery,  or  his  little  inleretUj^  that 
there  is  no  such  enonnous  augmentatioD  of  visible  lucid  bodies  made  by  telescopes  as  he  imagines. 
What  will  be  the  consequence  of  it  I foresee,  but  shall  not  mention  at  present,  wantii^  room  to  add 
more  than  that  (I  bleas  God  for  it)  I enjoy  my  health,  pray  heartily  for  yourt,  and  am  ever,  Sir, 
your  most  affectionate  friend,  dtc. 

John  Fiamstebd,  M.  R. 

Mra.  Flamsteed  gives  you  her  service. 

Please  to  let  me  know  what  ia  the  use  of  the  new  instrument : I will  find  room  in  my  next  fur 
my  experiment. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  45.] 


No.  69.)  Letter  from  Sir  Ham  Sloane  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Ix»ndon,  June  22,  1103. 

SlK, 

Mr.  Hill  the  other  day  gave  me  your  letter  to  Mr.  Caswell,  to  be  read  at  a meeting  of  the 
Society,  which  woa  accordingly  done.  The  Society  were  very  willing  and  desirous  any  part  of  it 
that  may  relate  to  your  own  justification,  or  the  information  of  the  world,  ahould  be  printed  in  the 
Transactions^  if  you  think  it  proper.  I therefore  send  it  you  herewith,  that  you  msy  fit  it  as  you 
plesse  for  the  publication.  I also  transmit  you  part  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Leibnitz  to  me;  concern- 
ing which,  especially  that  part  of  it  relating  to  a new  star,  the  Society  will  be  very  glad  to  have  your 
opinion.  1 am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 

Hams  Sloamr. 

[Copied  from  the  oritjinalj  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  181.] 


No.  10.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flasmteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Decern.  18,  1103. 

De  Moivre'a  tract  against  Sheen  goes  on.  Dr.  Wallis  is  dead : Mr.  Halley  expects  his  place,  wbe 
now  talks,  swears,  and  drinks  brandy  like  a aes'captain  : ao  that  1 much  fear  hia  own  ill  behaviour 
will  deprive  him  of  the  advantage  of  this  vacancy.  Last  St  Andrew*s  day,  Mr.  Newton  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Royal  Society ; and  your  succesaor,  Mr.  Hodgson,  a member.  My  affairs  suffer  me 
not  to  attend  the  Society;  they  have  a limb  of  me,  however,  but  he  is  honest  and  discreet,  and  1 
believe  and  hope  will  not  serve  same  men's  small  design,  as  they  expect  he  should.  Mr.  Newton’s 
book  iff  Colours  is  in  the  press,  and  near  finished.  Mr.  Hodgson  has  seen  the  first  sheet  of  it : 
*tis  English ; but  he  could  make  no  estimate  of  it  from  what  he  saw.  Subscriptiona  are  offered  f«*r 
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Mr.  Kaycs’ibook  of  Fluxions  ; the  author  i«  gone  to  Guinea,  but  the  work  will  be  printed  by 
J.ady  Day  next.  I would  send  you  one  the  papera,  but  that  I thiuk  it  nut  worth  the  postage.  1 
have  lately  been  bit  by  siilmcriptions,  therefore  resolve  for  the  future  to  wail  the  publication  of  the 
liouk,  and  see  it  before  I purchase  it. 

The  ill  weather  and  acculcnta  hindered  luc  from  observing  those  eclipses  of  U 's  satellites  you  taw 
at  Horton  : pray  continue  your  observations  as  oft  as  you  have  good  opportunities.  I shall  wait  them 
by  myself  or  servants  liere,  that  I may  liave  a good  many  to  compare  w ith  yours,  and  settle  the  dif> 
ference  of  our  meridians,  which  will  determine  a great  many  eminent  towns  about  you,  particularly 
J..eeds,  near  which  Mr.  Gascoign  dwelt,  and  the  jrirts  uf  Lancashire  nc.vt  you,  where  Mr.  Horrox 
and  Crabtree  inhabited.  You  must  wait  fur  the  appearances  of  the  2nd  satellite,  at  least  20  minutes 
before  the  thne  in  the  tables,  for  the  inequality  anticipates  its  eclipses  now  so  much  ; the  3rd's  orb, 
1 fear,  is  out  of  the  plane  of  the  1st  and  4lh,  as  well  as  the  second's ; for  Che  durations  of  its 
eclipses  arc  now  much  less  than  tiuit  suppoeitinn  allows:  so  you  must  expect  its  immersions  later 
much,  its  emersions  not  so  much  later,  than  the  calculus : but  wlicn  comes  into  sz  and  Si  they 
will  agree  again  very  nearly  with  the  tables.  I bless  God  for  it,  I enjoy  my  health;  may  He,  who 
has  kept  me  all  my  life,  keep  and  preserve  you : ever  I am  to  ser>e  you. 

One  Mr.  Derham,  rector  of  Upminstcr  in  Bssex,  has  observed  many  satellite  eclipses : 1 shall 
w me  to  him  to  know*  if  he  has  any  that  will  fall  in  with  yours,  fur  which  I heartily  thank  you. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles  ] 


No.  'll.)  Extraxt  of  a letter  from  Mr,  Flamrtced  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatoiy-,  March  30,  1704. 

I have  been  employed,  of  late,  in  calculating  about  20  eclipses  of  the  moon  observed  by  myself 
here,  with  Mr.  Halley  or  the  French  (few  others  being  to  be  relied  on)  from  my  new  tables,  fitted 
to  hir.  Ncwton*e  arlditions  to,  and  currcctions  of,  my  old  and  the  Horroccian  theor)  . I think  I told 
you  formerly  that  these  erred  8 or  9 minutes  of  longitude  extra  sj-zygias.  I can  now  tell  vou  that, 
in  the  first  ecli])sai  I calculated,  they  erred  10  minutes  of  time  in  the  beginnings  and  ends  ; in  some 
more,  in  others  less  afterwards.  You  see  what  their  great  boast  of  answering  my  observed  places  of 
the  moon  willtln  2 or  3 minutes  comes  to : the  calculations  have  been  twice  repeated. 

[Copied  from  the  oritpnal  letter  in  llie  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  72.)  F^tract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flatttsleed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Tlic  ObBcrva^■ry,  May  4,  1704. 

My  discourse,  about  tlie  faults  of  Mr.  Newton’s  Optics  and  correction  of  my  lunar  numbers,  brought 
the  subtle  gentleman  down  hither  the  12tb  past.  I ihankc*!  him  for  hit  book  : he  said  then  he 
hu]H:d  I approval  it,  I toU  him  truly,  no : for  he  gare  all  the  fixed  stars  bodies  of  5 or  6 seconds 


Digitized  by  Google 


Appendix  to  Flanuteed'*  History. 


217 


No.  72.] 


diameter,  whereas  4 parU  in  5 of  them  were  not  one  second  broad.  This  pobt  would  not  bear  dis- 
cussion : lie  drop!  it,  and  told  me  he  came  now  to  see  what  forwardness  I was  in.  The  books  of 
observations  were  allowed  him,  my  catalogue,  with  Tycho's  and  Hevclius*s,  as  also  the  charts  of  the 
fixed  stars.  He  seemed  pleased,  and  offered  to  recommend  them  privcUcly  to  the  Prince : but  waa 
told  he  must  do  it  ftublicty  as  he  could  fur  some  good  reasuus,  which  not  being  able  to  answer 
he  waa  silent.  Plainly,  his  design  was  to  get  the  honor  of  all  my  pains  to  himself,  as  he  had  done 
formerly,  and  to  leave  me  to  answer  for  such  faulla  as  should  be  committed  through  his  management. 
But,  having  known  him  formerly,  and  his  sole  regard  to  his  own  interests,  I was  careful  to  give  him 
no  encouragement  to  cx^icct  I should  give  him  any  thing  gratis,  as  I had  done  formerly.  I showed 
him  also  my  new  lunar  numbers,  fitted  to  his  corrections  i and  how  much  they  erred : at  which  he 
seemed  surprised,  and  said  **  It  could  not  Imx**  But,  when  he  found  that  the  errors  of  the 
tables  were  in  oWrvations  made  in  IfilS,  1676,  aud  1677,  he  laid  hold  on  the  time,  and 
confessed  he  had  not  looked  so  far  hack : whereas,  if  bis  deductions  from  the  laws  of  gravita- 
tion were  just,  they  would  agree  equally  in  ail  timet.  I have  caused  some  of  my  maps  to  be 
anew  designed  by  an  able  workman  : these  I also  showed  him;  they  are  very  masterly  done;  each 
plate  is  24  inches  long  and  20  broad,  and  will  cost  at  least  ^12  a plate,  with  the  engraving  and 
finishing.  These  he  seemed  nut  to  take  much  notice  of : whether,  because  be  is  no  great  judge  of 
these  things,  or  out  of  discretion  I dare  not  pretend  to  judge : though  I tell  you  that  they  will  he  the 
glory  of  the  work,  and  next  the  catalogue,  the  usefullest  part  of  it,  if  God  spare  me  life  to  see  it 
perfected,  which  I cannot  fear  or  duuht  he  will,  when  I consider  how  his  Providence  seems  to  have 
hitherto  directed  and  taken  care  of  it. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  73.)  Extract  of  a ieUerfrom  Mr.  Fiemuieed  to  Mr.  A.  Sftarp. 

Tlie  Observatory,  Septem.  2,  1704. 

You  will  excuse  me  for  not  writing  to  you  so  frequently  of  late  as  I used  to  do:  I have  a couple 
of  young  pupils  in  the  house  ; one  of  them  the  son  of  my  Lord  Ferrers;  the  other  of  Sir  Matthew 
Bridges  deceased,  and  his  uncle  is  Surveyor  of  the  Ordnance.  1 have  been  forced  to  carry  them 
both  into  the  country  with  me,  aud  to  stay  at  Burstow  seven  weeks  this  summer  to  look  after  my 
affairs  and  make  way  for  a new  curate;  my  last,  Mr.  Sheppey*s  eon  of  Greenwich,  having  accepted  a 
vicarage  in  Essex.  In  the  mean  time  1 have  heard  oflittle  done  by  our  society,  though  Mr.  Raymer 
is  in  tu^n  : they  have  enough  to  do  to  express  their  cried-up  Mr.  N.’a  blunders,  which  neither  his 
sagacity,  nor  their  noise  will  ever  clear  him  of : for  only  native  light  contributes  to  the  forming  of 
the  distinct  picture  of  the  object ; the  coloured  rays  are  not  perceived  whilst  mixed  with  it,  but  only 
fringe  its  limbs  with  an  edging  of  colours. 

[Copied  from  the  oritjinal  letter  in  the  posseasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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ylppESDix  to  Platn6tee(r if  Hintory. 

No.  74.)  ExtracU  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  Ftamstetd  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Ob*>ervatoty,  October  21,  1704. 

My  servant,  that  liaa  drawn  the  constclUdcnn,  it  ill:  I fear  a conemnption  will  carr)-  him  oflf, 
which  will  be  a very  great  lost  to  me,  now  the  Prince  hat  made  tome  ofTcrt  to  print  my  works,  and 
1 designed  him  to  look  after  the  engravers  of  the  plates,  and  at  the  same  time  to  copy  fur  the  press 
from  the  first  night  hooks  uf  oltscrvations.  I shall  want  more  hands,  but  he  was  to  lie  the  chief; 
but  1 dare  not  promise  myself  much  ut  ]»rcscnt  from  tliis  prr^poaal : ycai  shall  hear  more  of  it,  if  it 
go  on ; and  I ho}>c  in  a short  time.  God  has  conducted  and  hles8c<l  my  work  hitlierto,  and  I will  not 
doubt  of  Ids  briugiiig  it  to  perfection,  and  oiTimUng  means  to  publish  it,  for  the  more  mauifesting 
the  wisdom  of  his  works  and  tlie  good  of  an  ingenious  jicuple,  tliat  loves  truth  l)Oth  fur  its  own  sake 
and  its  usefulness. 

As  to  Jupilcr*s  satellites  I have  had  worse  fortune  than  you.  I dare  not  sit  up  to  observe  thexn, 
because  I cannot  bear  the  cold  eveuing  air  as  formerly.  My  servant  was  taken  ill  about  3 months 
aguHC : his  first  attack  wiia  a fever  and  ague ; and  he  was  struck  senseless  for  two  hours : the  second 
deprived  him  again  of  his  senses.  The  doctor  gave  him  the  J^uit's  bark  in  a large  quantity;  and 
since  then  be  has  never  had  his  health  ; so  that  I could  not  employ  him  to  attend  Uiesc  eclipses. 
He  is  very  weak,  but  still  can  walk  about ; which  mokes  me  hope  that,  though  he  l)e  much  wasted, 
he  may  recover,  l^ray  God  he  may,  otherwnys  I shall  lie  destitute  of  help. 

Our  sncict)’  decays  and  {iruduccs  nothing  remarkable,  nor  is  like  to  do  it,  1 fear,  whilst  'tis  governed 
by  jicriMins  that  either  value  nothing  but  their  own  interests,  or  umlcntaTul  little  but  vegetables,  and 
how,  by  making  a boitncing  noise,  to  cover  their  own  ignorance.  I am  told  that  Dr.  Gregorv* 
has  Ijccn  lately  in  London  for  some  time,  and  intends  to  practise  ]»hysic  there.  Mr.  Halley, 
his  colleague,  has  lieen  in  London  all  tills  vacatiun,  but  designs  nut  to  reside  at  Oxford.  Dr.  Wallis's 
son  offers  to  give  his  father’s  house  lo  tlic  pnifcisora  of  mathematics,  if  they  will  constantly  reside 
in  it  and  the  university ; to  make  it  into  two  tenements  for  them  : but,  by  what  I hear,  it  seems  they 
have  no  mind  to  comply  witli  Uic  condition ; so  the  university  will  not  have  tlm  honor  of  their  com> 
pany,  who  arc  angling  for  better  preferments  at  court,  but,  being  pretty  well  understood,  I am  apt 
to  think,  nuiy  fail  uf  their  expectations:  their  ill  examples  I hojie  will  have  the  less  effect  by  this 
unsettledncss  of  theirs. 

1 laU-dy  had  a letter  from  Mr.  Pound,  Chaplain  to  the  new  joined  Kaat  Imlia  Companies.  Their 
factory  is  removed  from  Chusaii  on  the  Coast  of  China,  to  Piilo  Condorc,  whose  latitude  be  tells  me 
is  8^  4P  north:  he  has  received  a 3 -foot  quadrant  I saw  made  for  him,  with  which  I hope  he  will 
attempt  the  rectilkation  of  the  southern  Uxol  stars : he  lias  another  quadrant  of  half  that  radiu» 
with  him,  and  a clock  nr  two,  for  that  purpose.  1 shall  write  to  him  in  a week’s  time  to  encourage 
the  work,  w'hich  will  help  to  complete  mine.  I fear  I ttre  you  with  insignibcant  accounts : I beg 
your  pardon  for  it:  when  I have  liettcr  things  to  impart,  expect  them,  and  assure  yourself  of  them. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  15.)  Diary  of  Events^  1704 — 1713. 

1704,  AW.  8.  Wrote  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  pages  that  my  books  of  obsenrations,  and 
catalogues,  when  primed,  might  be  comprehended  tn;  and  by  J.  Hodgson  imparted  it  to  the  Royal 
Society.  At  one  of  their  meetings  it  was  agreed  that  it  was  fit  it  should  \k  recommended  to  the 
Prince,  who  waa  chosen  into  the  Royal  Society  Novem.  30th  following.  Ilml  it  presented  to  him 
some  time  after,  and  gave  them  hopes  he  would  undergo  the  charge,  and  licar  the  expense  of 
printing  it.  I had  intimation  of  his  intent  some  months  before ; hut  no  op]>nrtunity  otfered  of 
attending  him  till 

1704-5,  Jan.  3.  Waited  on  Mr.  Newton,  who  told  me  he  had  not  yet  made  his  report  to  the 
Prince.  Desired  copies  of  some  papers,  which  I sent  him  January  6th,  with  the  following  letter, 
by  T.  Weston*. 

N.B.  The  rc|)ort  here  mentioned  was  made  (signed  by  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Roberts,  and  the  other 
gentlemen  concerned)  liefore  Mr.  Newton  went  to  Cambridge : and  I saw  it  not  till  his  return. 

Feh.  28.  I was  at  London:  met  with  Mr.  Newton  accidentally  at  Garraway*s:  talked  with  him 
about  the  printing,  and  an  honorable  rccomjwnse  for  my  pains,  and  X2000  ex|>cnBc:  bad  been  with 
Sir  C.  Wren,  the  Monday  before. 

3/urcA  3.  At  London  met  with  Mr.  Newton : staid  at  his  house  till  § past  3,  in  £.  s.  d. 
expectation.  Had  a letter  ftom  him  at  my  return,  directing  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
Castle  Tavern,  in  Paternoster  Row,  on  Monday  the  5th.  Expense  . . 0 .3  0 

March  5.  Met  the  gcntlcmcti  at  the  tavern  ; saw  the  specimens  printed : discoursed 
of  calculators ; Mr.  Churchill  not  there.  Kxj>ense  . , . . 0 5 4 

March  7.  Wcut  to  Loudon:  delivered  specimens  of  each  part  of  the  book  of  obser- 
vations to  Mr.  Barber,  to  print:  met  Mr.  Newton  at  Ganaway^s:  told  him  of  it. 

£x)>en8C  . . . . . . . . .036 

March  12.  T.  Weston  began  to  copy  the  observations  of  distances : and  Mr.  Witty, 
afternoon,  Mr.  Gascoigne's  oliscrvations.  God  gives  us  success.  Same  day  received 
Mr.  Shaq)*s  answers,  signifying  that  he  would  afford  me  his  assistance : ’tis  dated 
March  9,  1704-5. 

March  19.  At  London  to  inquire  about  Barber’s  specimens:  will  not  be  ready  till 
Wednesday:  got  Hevelius's  Uranography  of  Mr.  Joy.  Expense  . . . 0 16 

March  21.  Went  to  London  to  see  the  specimens  : found  them  not  done:  Mr.  Ash- 
ton told  me  be  dined  with  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Rol>crlB,  Drs.  Arbuthnot  auU  Gregory,  at 
Mr.  ChorchiU’s,  when  we  met  at  the  Castle  Tavern,  March  5th  last,  after  I was  gone 
thence  : and  that  all  things,  as  he  thought,  were  agreed  but  paper.  Expense  in  coach 
and  water  passages,  2i.  6d. ; myself  at  coffee-house,  &c.,  staying  for  information  of 
people,  about  8d. ; in  all  . . . . . • . 0 3 3 

I had  mislaid  Mr.  Newton’s  first  letter  to  me,  on  the  occasion  of  printing  my  works. 

I have  ordered  it,  and  some  of  Mr.  Newton’s,  to  be  hereunder  copied,  to  preserve  them  : 
the  rest  shall  l>e  entered,  God  willing,  as  they  arrive;  if  they  be  of  any  use,  or  proper 
to  be  presen'ed.  [I  have  found  it  since  f.] 

* ThU  IstUr  is  dated  January  6,  1704-6 1 and  is  giren  in  the  Appendix,  No.  83.  F.  B. 
f This  appean  to  have  been  iabsoi{usat]y  added,  ai  the  ink  is  of  a diffsreot  color.  F.  B. 
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Maarch2A.  Went  to  Ltjndun:  the  s)>ccimcnB  not  dune.  Kxjiense,  waterage  Id.,  £.  s,  J. 
hone  6f/.,  eofTce  Qd.  . . . . . . . .017 

1705«  3/arcA  2B.  Again  there:  ajiccimcnt  done,  corrected,  &c>,  wIioIIt  : next  morning 
tent  them  back  to  be  printed:  Mr.  Smith  there,  and  another.  Gave  the  printers  Ir., 
cotfee  U.,  horse  6<i.  . . . . . . . .026 

The  printer's  business  to  oblige  the  stationers  ; fear  to  offend  them. 

March  27.  Lent  Thomas  Weston,  to  be  accounted  for;  and  before  . . 4 4 0 

3/<arcA  30.  In  tlie  evening  Mr.  Witty  came  to  serve  me. 

April  3.  At  London  r waited  on  Sir  C.  Wren  and  Mr.  Roberts:  received  the  2nd 
specimen.  Rxjieusc  in  waterage  I horse  6J.,  coffee  4<i.  . . . 0 1 10 

5.  Lent  Thomas  Weston,  more,  guinea*  • . . • 1 )2  3 

21.  At  London : waited  on  Sir  I.  Newton.  Expense,  fares  U.,  spent  Ir.  6(f.  0 2 6 

April  24.  Wrote  to  Mr.  Sharp  that  I would  send  him  work  next  week.  Paper, 

\ n‘am,  Dutch  demy  fur  copy,  &c.  . . . . . .086 

A/ay  2.  Sent  Mr.  Sharp,  Argul's  Ephemeridcs;  my  manuscnjrt  lunar  tables;  his 
copy  of  my  l>ouk  of  distances;  olnervatious  of  the  distances  of  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mars, 

Venus,  and  Mercury,  taken  in  the  years  1670—1686,  to  derive  the  planets'  placa  from 
them ; a catalogue  of  6xed  stars  ; and  Dr.  Chcync's  h<Mtk,  per  Holdsworth  the  carrier. 

My  work  stands,  by  reason  of  Sir  I.  Newton's  absence:  ]>ray  God  it  may  gn  on  at  bis 
return : made  twu  or  three  fruitless  journeys  to  Loudon  about  it : 50  sheets  copied  fur 
the  press  by  T.  W. : Mr.  Witty  goes  on  well  with  his  calculations.  Laus  Deo. 

May  24.  At  Loudon : waited  on  Sir  I.  Newton  : acquainted  him  witli  the  progress 
of  my  work : desiretl  him  to  draw  the  IMncc's  money ; prn|K>sed  Mr.  Koffinan  to  Mr. 

Chelwin.  Ex;>cnsc  in  fares,  by  water  and  coach  hire,  &c.  • . . 0 2 6 

Afay  .')0.  Ordered  J.  Hudson  to  repeat  my  instances;  and  wTotc  to  Mr.  Sharp;  sent 
him  obscr>’ations  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter,  from  1680  to  1689. 

June  1.  At  London  with  Sir  I.  Newton.  Ex)x;nsc,  coach  2f.,  fare  6<L,  expenses  If.  0 3 6 

June  11.  Dined  with  Sir  I.  Newton  : agreed  with  Mr.  Churchill  at  34r.  per  sheet : 

Mr.  Kolierts  and  Dr.  Gregory  there  : I dissented.  Ex{>en8C,  this  day,  in  all  . 0 4 5 

June  13.  At  Garraway's  saw  Sir  I.  Newton  : gave  him  a note  that  the  undertaker 
was  to  have  no  interest  in  the  oo|7,  nor  any  printed  copies : that  he  ought  to  give  £ 1 000 
security  to  ]iriiit  no  more  than  the  400  agreed  on : and  that  he  will  nut  change  the 
paper:  that  care  ought  to  be  taken  that  the  printed  aq>ics  may  be  put  into  such  hands 
that  my  executors  may  come  by  them  without  trouble,  m case  of  my  mortality,  or  Mr. 

Newton's,  or  of  other  accidents. 

June  15.  Sir  1.  Newton  came  down:  saw  my  copy:  brought  Mr.  Churchill  and 
Bowycr  with  him ; not  a word  of  any  recompense  for  30  ycari’  pains,  and  extraor- 
dinary expense,  though  occasion  enough  offered  him  to  speak  of  it,  and  told  it  would  be 
for  the  Committee’s  honor  to  provide  fur  that  6rat.  God  tend  a good  issue  to  this 
business,  and  me  peace. 

June  20  and  22.  At  Sir  I . Newton's.  Coach  fares  and  horse  • • . 0 5 0 

June  27.  .Again  met  him  at  Garraway's:  he  bus  drawn  no  monies. 

July  1.  Paid  Mr.  Whilly  £5  : for  washing,  7f.  6d.  • • , . 5 7 6 

* A guinea,  st  that  tiow,  was  wwrth  i'l.  If.  6d.  P.  B. 
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July  4.  WaiUMl  on  Sir  I.  Ncwlon:  had  ac(]uainted  him  with  my  going  into  Surrejt  £. 
by  letter,  the  day  before : he  told  me  that  Dr.  Arbuthnot’a  daughter  was  ill : the  Doctor 
could  do  nothing  till  her  recovery:  that  it  waa  not  fit  wc  should  begin  to  print  till  we 
had  reccivetl  Ilia  Royal  lligbneas'a  monies : would  be  soon  enough  at  my  return,  &c. 
Kxpense  0 

I waa  in  Surrey  from  July  16th  to  August  22nd,  where  I carrittl  on  the  lunar  calcula- 
tions, and  the  copy  of  the  second  volume.  But  T.  Wcatoii  was  taken  with  fits:  coat  a 
guinea  in  advice  aud  physic.  After  my  return,  being  ill,  went  not  to  London,  but  on 
my  OMm  particular  aiul  extraordinary  occasions. 

August  28.  Being  ill,  sent  T.  Weston  to  London,  with  a letter  to  J.  II.  to  wait  on 
Sir  1.  Newton.  Paid  him  then  ......  5 

Last  April,  and  before  .....  5 

October  2.  Paid  Mr.  Witty  then,  for  a (juorter  due  X.*),  for  washing  'is,  fid.  . 5 

October  12.  Met  Mr.  Roberts,  Sir  C.  Wren,  and  Sir  I.  Newton,  at  SirC.  Wren*s 
oihcc : showed  ray  paper  of  Articles : *twas  laid  by : Sir  I.  Newton  would  like  nothing 
1 proposed,  though  he  could  not  say  it  was  unreasonable  : drew  up  another  paper:  ap- 
poiuted  another  meeting  on  the  18th  following:  which  (Sir  C.  Wren  being  to  be  absent 
then)  was  put  off  till  Monday  following. 

October  22,  when  wc  met : read  over  all  the  Articles  very  * r I did  not  assent  to 
many  of  them ; much  talk,  little  done : in  the  mean  lime  sent  to  the  Prince,  by  Mr.  L., 
that  I would  throw  myself  on  God’s  providence  and  his  favor : had  a favorable  answer 
from  Mr.  L.  next  morning : saw  Mr.  Bartennan,  by  him  gave  thanks  to  Mr.  L.  1 had 
scei!  Raymcr  and  Mr.  Aston  before;  went  in  the  coach  with  Mr.  Churchill  from  Sir  C. 
Wren's  to  the  Temple. 

October  25.  Sent  two  sheets  and  a title  for  the  press : God  gives  us  hsppy  ]>rocecding : 
wrote  to  Sir  Isaac  for  my  Ptolemy  : sent  him  a letter,  and  for  the  maps  of  Orion,  Aqua- 
rius, and  Scr[>cnt2iriui : reasons  for  placing  the  beginning  of  the  Historia  Celestis  at  the 
Observatory : about  the  titles  of  the  book,  and  that  I doubt  not  of  God’s  providence. 


OcUJit'r  25.  Paid  T.  Weston,  more,  2 guineas  ....  2 

Notem.  n.  For  a ream  of  Dutch  demy  pa]>cr,  for  copy,  Ac.  ...  0 

For  a ream  of  lesser  fine  pa|)cr,  for  calculatiou,  Ac.  ....  0 

Sent  Mr.  Sharp,  in  part  of  payment,  and  returned  per  Mr.  Knap,  in  Basinghall-itreet, 
ten  guineas  20 

Z^cem.  27.  Paid  Thomas  Weston,  more  .....  0 

1705-6.  Juny.  2.  Paid  Mr.  Witty,  for  a quarter  more,  now  due  . . 5 

Jany.  8.  Paid  Thomas  Weston,  more 

Sent  Mr.  Sharp,  last  summer,  Hayes's  Fluxions  . * . • 1 

Chaync’s  MatUem : . . . .0 

Ditton's  l^ws  of  Motion  . . • (I 

Ditton's  Fluxions  , . . . 0 

1706,  April  4.  Paid  T.  Weston,  now  10^.  0(/.,  before  lOi.  Od.  . *1 

Paid  T.  Witty,  5 guineas  5 

May  10.  Paid  T.  Witty  (and  dlamissed  him)  for  one  quarter  . . . S 

* A word  is  wanting  here  in  the  original  F.  B. 
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Given  liim  more^  st  severul  times,  last  jear  . . . . .200 

A ream  of  paj^er,  more  , ♦ . . . . .0110 

July  \,  Paid  Mr.  Karber,  fur  printing  the  specimens  . . .200 

JidJy  4.  Mr.  Witty,  in  full,  for  5 quartcni,  at  X30  annum  . ..  16  0 0 

xr,c  2 3* 

Mr.  W'itty'a  board,  S quarters  . . . . 37  10  0 

Mr.  Weston’s  . . . . . . 37  10  0 

Mr.  Weston  . , . . . . 7 10  0 


^148  12  0 

In  these  accounts  I have  charged  nothing  fur  my  attendance  on  the  Referees ; though  my  expense 
was  not  small ; nor  for  my  own  and  my  servants’  charges  in  going  often  to  correct  the  press  : nor 
for  my  entertainments,  which  I have  not  meiitiuneil  (but  Sir  I.  Newton  mentions  his,  and  aggra- 
vates them ; though  his  were  very  few),  nor  gratuity  to  the  compositor  and  pressmen ; nor  expenses 
in  designing  the  charts  of  the  coustcDatiuus. 

[Then  follows  another  account,  of  the  same  kind,  but  made  out  in  a diflferent  manner,  evidently 
with  differently  coloured  ink,  and  to  a suhfP'iuf>nt  cfa/e,  as  under.  F.  13.] 


Pakl  Mr.  John  Witty,  for  5 quarters*  service,  cntling  Midsummer,  1706  . . 37  10  0 

To  Mr.  Weston,  the  same  . , . . , . . 23  0 0 

For  printing  specimens,  to  Barber  • . . . . .200 

Paper  for  copying  and  calculation,  and  letters  to  Mr.  Sharp  . . . 2 10  U 

Paid  Mr.  Sharp  in  money  and  books  sent  . . . . . 16  0 0 

Owing  to  Mr.  Shar]>,  still  . . . . . . .15  0 0 

Mr.  Witty’s  board,  5 qtiarteis,  and  washing  . . . . . 37  10  0 

Mr.  Weston's  do.  do.  . . . . . 37  10  0 


X173  0 0 

A copy  of  this  bill  was  given  to  the  Referees,  Sir  I.  Newton  and  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  with  about  .£13 
more  cliarged  in  it.  They  ordered  1 25  to  be  paid  me,  March  20,  1 707-S ; which  I received  about 
two  months  after.  So  there  is  still  due  to  me,  at  least,  i^46  lOr. 

1705-6,  Feb.  23.  J.  Hudson  ac(juaiDted  me  that  Sir  I.  Newton  had  shown  him  3 or  4 pages  of 
errata  in  my  manuscript  copy  of  the  observations. 

Feb.  25.  I went  to  Sir  I.  Newton,  who  told  me  first,  that  he  and  Dr.  Gregory  desired  to  be 
informed  better  concerning  my  way  of  observing,  very  civilly;  and  showed  me  the  }»apcrs.  J.  Hud- 
son was  not  yet  come  thither.  Dr.  Gregory  came  soon  after  me.  We  set  to  examine  them  : I 
found  none  material.  The  Ductor  had  made  a table  for  turning  the  revolves  of  the  screw  into  degrees, 
minutes,  and  seconds,  by  cunudering  my  parts  equipollent,  and  comparing  them  with  the  revolves 
and  cents : but,  supposing  them  more  equal  than  they  were,  had  erred  in  it,  and  made  a great 

* U U evident,  from  this  sum  uwal,  Uut  FI«m>te«d  Iim  not  included  the  eman  expenie*  enumerated  in  the  DUry. 
I would  here  remark  that  the  dates  of  April,  hfay,  and  July  are  iiere  placed  out  of  the  chronological  order  of 
events  afterwards  recorded:  hut  It  Is  evident  they  have  been  subsequently  added  by  Flnmifood  [ and  the  Diary 
cnttunencea  again  In  another  part  of  the  book,  with  the  date  of  Feby.  S3,  1705-C.  F.  B. 
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.numl»cr  of  faults  where  there  were  really  none.  S^imc  alight  mUtakes  in  my  coi»y  were  found ; but 
none  that  could  be  of  any  consequence.  I dinc<l  with  Sir  I.  Newton.  The  Doctor  and  J.  H.  came 
home  that  night.  Caused  my  own  table  to  be  copied  out  next  day : and  with  the  2nd  book  of  obaer- 
vatioDt,  and  os  much  of  the  3rd  aa  reached  Sqd.  10,  1689,  left  it  with  J.  H.  on  the  26th,  to  be 
delivered  to  Sir  I.  Newton,  that  the  Dr.  might  continue  his  examination,  without  danger  of  the  like 
mistakes  hereafter. 

March  1.  Examined  their  pretended  faults : answered  them  together;  and  wTote  a paper  (that 
shows  what  CAre  I have  taken  to  prevent  cm»r ; and  that  probably  none,  committed  in  the  mea- 
sures taken  willi  the  Mxtant,  can  corrupt  the  catalogue)  to  be  mark  use  of  hereafter. 

March  4.  Wrote  a letter  to  J.  H.,*  directing  him  to  call  for  Uic  Articles,  take  care  of  roy  MSS, 
and  tfilrl  him  I wouhl  put  the  im()erfcct  copy  of  the  catalc^e  into  the  President’s  hands  of  the  Royal 
Society,  Sir  C.  Wren’s,  Mr.  Roberts,  and  his,  to  l»e  printed  (or  u more  complete  coj»y  in  its  room) 
as  soon  as  the  two  6rst  volumes  of  observationB  were  printed  off ; provided  1 might  receive  monies 
to  pay  my  calculators  and  amanuensis,  at  the  same  time  that  I delivered  [it]  ; and  that  it  might  be 
kept  scaled  up  till  all  the  ubscnutioiis  were  printed.  I showed  him  also  a correction  of  the  errors 
found  in  the  copy  by  Dr.  Gregory  and  Sir  Isaac ; and  that  they  were  of  no  moment. 

March  C.  James  was  here  again : offered  to  send  up  the  catalogue  by  him,  but  he  could  not  take 
it  by  reason  of  the  ill  weather. 

March  8.  Was  at  Sir  C.  Wren’s:  left  the  catalogue  with  him  for  James,  to  be  sealed  up,  and 
delivered  to  Sir  I.  Newton,  when  10  sheets  are  printed,  and  the  j£125  paid : complained  of  Sir  I. 
Newton’s  dilatoriness:  beseemed  much  concerned. 

March  15.  Met  Dr.  Bentley  at  Gairaway’s : Sir  I.  Newton  was  there : we  discoursed  first  about 
Dr.  Plume’s  Astronomical  Professorship : the  Doctor  would  have  had  my  hand  to  a paper  for  tlic  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Cotes  to  be  professor:  I refused  till  I saw  him : he  told  me  Mr.  Winston  and  Mr.  Cotes 
should  wait  on  me  next  week;  then  we  began  to  discourse  of  my  press  business;  Sir  Isaac  told  me 
he  heard  I had  left  the  catalogue  in  London  : I told  him  I had  left  it  in  Sir  C.  Wren 'a  house,  to  be 
dcUvered  to  James : he  seemed  nettled,  as  if  1 would  not  trust  him  with  it : but,  on  my  telbng  him 
that  James  was  to  seal  it  up,  and  leave  it  in  his  hands,  he  recalled  bis  threats,  and  told  me  then  he 
would  take  it  into  his  keeping,  and  receive  ^800  of  the  Prince’s  money;  but  not  a word  of  paying 
me  fur  my  amanuensis  and  calculators  t> 

James  was  come  to  Greenwich,  with  Dr.  Burnett's  son  : I wrote  a letter  to  order  him  to  seal  up 
the  catalogue,  and  leave  it  with  Sir  I.  Newton;  which  he  tells  me  he  did,  and  a meeting  is 
appointed  on  Saturday  next,  the  23rd  instant.  God  give  us  goml  success. 

March  23.  Went  with  Sir  C.  Wren  to  Sir  I.  Newton’s : met  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Dr.  Gregory,  and 
Mr.  Churchill  there ; they  agreed  to  draw  the  Prince’s  money  : Sir  Isaac  askeil  me  if  things  went  not 
now  to  my  content : I returued  Uiat  it  was  strange  that  I should  be  »o  little  taken  notice  of,  who 
was  the  ]>erson  mainly  concerned : at  which  he  seemed  chagrined.  Before  we  parted  he  asked  me 
what  the  first  copy  cost  me  transcribing  : I answered,  I could  tell,  for  that  was  nut  the  whole 
work  of  my  amanuenris,  but  he  was  to  prepare  and  copy  work  for  Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Witty 
besides. 

* Tlie  person,  so  frequemly  alluded  to  by  these  toitUls  and  sometimes  designated  as  Jtmt*,  vii  Mr.  James 
Mm,  who  married  his  niece.  F.  B. 

t In  the  mafgin  of  die  Sf  $ book  there  is  an  aroount  of  tlve  expenditure  of  sundry  small  sums,  amountinp^  to 
£1. 144.  bd^  which  I have  not  Uiooght  it  worth  while  to  transcribe.  F.  B. 


Digitized  by  Google 


AppESDiX  to  Flamsteeds  History. 


[No.  75. 


1706*  3//ircA  26.  Dr.  Gregor)’ CRITIC  towcmc;  1 Rhowcd  him  Mr.  Willy’s  work,  Mr.  Sharp’s 
papers,  and  some  other  tilings;  he  came  tanquim  exphraiirr  : inquired  what  I had  done  in  order  to 
i'raining  statutes  for  Dr.  Plume’s  professorship:  I said  1 had  thought  of  something;  particularly 
that  no  one  should  enjoy  it  ahore  10  or  15  years,  and  fur  his  employment:  lie  urged  me  to  talk 
more  on  tins  head  : 1 forbore. 

April  4.  At  London ; hear  that  all  the  mUtakcu  errors  are  quitted,  and  that  the  first  sheets  will 
go  to  the  press  this  week. 

April  18.  Mr.  Hudson  here  told  me,  if  I would  go  np,  Sir  1.  New’ton  would  go  to  the  Prince’s 
treasurer  with  me ; urged  me  much : I went  on  the  19th  nuxtte : Sir  Isaac  was  very  grare  : told  luc 
that,  the  Prince  having  suhscrilicd  a great  sum  to  the  Kmjieror’s  loan,  the  whole  money  could  not  be 
received:  that  he  had  taken  up  monies  for  Mr.  Churchill:  would  say  nothing,  wlicn  I asked  if  he 
had  taken  up  also  to  pay  me  for  my  calculators;  but  that  he  must  give  bond  to  Mr.  Churchill : 1 
told  him  he  had  my  catalogue  and  pajicni  in  his  hands : he  answered  slightingly,  that  the  catalogue 
was  imperfect,  which  he  knew  when  he  received  it  scaled  uj>,  and  was  contenlerl  with  it:  I desired 
itiy  MSS  back,  to  correct  the  faults  of  the  press : he  told  me  we  must  go  on  slowly  at  hrst,  quicker 
after,  that  in  a few  weeks  he  would  rctuni  my  MSS : Dr.  Grey  is  at  Oxford ; eu)ipose  will  not  return 
till  after  term  time : he  must  be  paid  for  the  needless  cnllaiions,  and  they  cannot  be  finished  till  his 
return  : all  this  insincere  practice  1 must  bear,  so  long  as  God  thinks  fit : may  his  goodness  deliver 
me  speedily. 

Afcnf  16.  The  first  sheet  is  wrought  off : was  promisc<l  a second,  but  it  was  not  ready. 

Afa»f  22.  No  second  sheet  ready  yet:  promised  on  Thursday,  but  not  ready. 

Copy  of  ray  letter  to  Mesars.  A.  and  J.  Churchill. 

The  Observatory,  Friday,  May  24,  1 706. 

Sib, 

By  the  covenant  with  Sir  I.  Newton,  you  are  to  print  5 sheets,  per  week,  of  the 
Hisioria  Celestis.  It  U some  weeks  since  the  first  sheet  was  wrought  off : and  though  I have 
been  several  times  in  London,  and  sent  often  to  Mr.  Mathews  for  the  proof  of  the  second,  I 
have  not  yet  received  it.  I wish,  for  your  own  interest,  as  well  os  mine,  you  would  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  this  n^lect,  and  inform  me  of  it ; that  care  may  be  taken  to  prevent  the  like 
for  the  future ; and  that  you  may  make  good  your  agreement : whereby  you  will  oblige,  Sir, 
your  humble  servant^ 

Joiiy  Flamsteed,  M.R. 

P.  S.  ’Tis  three  weeks  since  the  first  sheet  was  wrought  off,  if  I am  truly  informed. 

This  letter  was  not  sent  till  Monday,  May  27. 

Afay  28.  Was  at  Ixmdon : corrected  the  2nd  sheet : gave  orders  to  have  all  the  notes  put  in 
Italics : and  to  keep  a space  betwixt  the  constellations  of  about  an  inch,  always  for  the  future. 

June  3.  The  proofs  of  the  second  sheet  are  not  come  down,  though  promised  on  Saturday  night: 
gave  the  following  note  to  J.  Hodgson.* 

* lo  the  margin  of  th«  MS  liook  there  U an  account  of  the  expeDditare  of  other  Mnall  mas,  smoonting  (o 
18«.  lOd.,  which  1 have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  tranicnhe.  F.  B. 
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Mr.  Hodgson, 


Obsen’tior)',  June  3,  1706. 


Pray  take  two  proof  shccta  of  every  one  printol : mark  the  faults  in  lK>th, 
exactly  alike  as  you  possibly  can : return  ime  to  the  fmnter,  to  he  kept  for  his  vimlicatiou ; 
uud  keep  the  other  by  j-ou  for  vindication  of  youmclf;  and  bring  it  down  hither  to  be  pre»en'e<l 
by  me,  both  to  vindicate  yourself,  and,  Sir,  yours, 

John  Flamstero,  M.R. 


[The  following  letter,  which  occurs  here  without  any  address,  is  evidently  designed  for  Messrs.  A. 
and  J.  Churchill.  F.  B.] 

The  Observatory,  Thursday,  June  7,  1706. 

Sirs, 

I wrote  to  you  May  24  last,  to  complain  of  the  slowness  of  the  press  : on  the  28ih 
f corrected  the  2nd  sheet,  which  I am  told  is  wrought  off,  though  there  are  none  of  it  sent  me. 
This  morning  I have  corrected  the  3rd  proof.  To-morrow,  ChxJ  sparing  me  health,  I intend 
to  call  upon  you  before  noon,  to  take  care  with  you  both  that  the  printer  may  perform  his  husi* 
ncas  according  to  your  agreement,  and  that  the  first  proofs  may  have  fewer  faults,  and  be  better 
corrected  by  him.  I am,  Sir,  yours, 

John  Flamstrkd,  M.R. 


Jum  7.  Was  with  Mr.  ChuTcbill:  sent  for  Mr.  Mathews,  the  printer,  but  he  came  not,  because 
the  sheet  was  not  finished : on  Sunday  he  tent  his  man  Jackson  with  the  2nd  and  3nl  sheet  B and 
C,  and  for  proof  of  the  4th,  which  was  returned  by  Mr.  Hodgson  on  Monday  nmrning. 

June  11.  James  received  the  4th  sheet  D to  correct  the  second  time:  returned  it  by  the  coach  : 
w^s  at  the  gate  for  horseback : foutul  it  stock  locked : it  began  to  rain,  continued  violent ; I returned 
home,  sent  up  the  corrected  sheet  by  the  coachman  at  8^^  mane  on  the  12th,  with  a letter  to 
J.  Hodgson. 

June  16.  Corrected  the  5th  sheet  E. 

June  10-  W'as  at  London:  corrected  the  6tlk,  F:  met  Mons.  Fatio:  and  on  the  next  day 
(Thursday)  sent  him  Sir  1.  Wanlen^s  account  of  the  Aumra  Borealis  on  Nov.  29,  1681,  of 
Mr.  Sharp  on  March  24th  last,  and  of  the  eclipse  at  Bern,  on  May  1,  1706. 

June  27.  Corrected  the  8th  sheet,  with  proof  of  the  9th  brought  by  Isaac : returned  it  by 
Mr.  Hudstm  on  28th  mane. 

Juijf  1.  First  proof  of  K. 

Juiy  3.  First  of  L ; 2nd  of  K passed. 

Jtt/y  19.  At  Ijondon ; waited  on  Sir  I.  Newton  about  printing  100  or  ISO  more  copies : repre- 
sented that  I thought  it  needless,  contrary  to  our  agreement.  Ac. : he  seemed  to  assent,  and  that  we 
should  go  on,  on  the  old  foot:  1 suggested  that  it  was  probable  Mr.  Churchill  had  caused  more  to  l)c 
printed  than  he  ought,  by  200:  that  if  any  besides  myself  had  copies  to  sell,  I should  not  make 
anything  of  mine:  he  ^eed  that  nobody  but  I ought  to  have  any  copy  to  sell;  and  that,  as  I 
desired,  the  plates  should  be  put  into  my  hands,  that  I might  cause  them  to  be  engraved  and  drawn 
off:  promised  to  pay  me  ^100,  and  I to  send  J.  Hudson  to  him,  to  inform  him  about  the  Prince’s 
treasurer;  promised  to  wait  on  him  next  week. 

1707,  April  11.  Was  at  London  : met  the  Referees  at  the  Castle  Tavern  in  Paternoster  Row: 
carried  Mr.  Witty  and  Mr.  Weston  there:  showed  good  fair  receipts  ; Sir  I.  Newton  was  perverse, 
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yet  promised  to  come  down  to  Greenwich:  though  J.  Hudnnn  My»  it  wat  concluded  otherwise: 
Mr.  Churchill  there  with  Mr.  Mathews : this  meeting  hindered  my  journey  to  Burstow,  &c.* 

April  15.  Sir  1.  Newton  came  down  with  Dr.  Gregory  : viewed  the  second  volume  and  c«ta- 
logue  : declared  they  would  stop  the  press,  and  pay  roe  nothing,  till  they  had  both  in  their  hunda  : 
1 dined  with  them  afterwards : we  parted  quietly,  I cannot  say  very  friendly : they  had  seen  the  bill 
of  my  disbursements  the  Friday  before. 

1711,  March  29,  munc.  Mr.  Clark  came  to  me,  about  1 1 o’clock,  at  Gamway's ; Mr.  Hudson  soon 
after;  and  at  last  Dr.  Arbuthnot.  I began  the  discourse  with  him:  told  him  it  could  not  be  con> 
ceived  by  any  reasonable  man,  that,  after  I had  spent  40  years  in  my  oheenatiuns,  and  had  bestowed 
a large  sura  of  money  (more  than  my  appointments)  in  making  my  instruments,  hiring  assistants 
and  calculators,  and  other  help  at  my  own  charge,  i did  it  only  to  liave  the  work  lie  by  me  in  my 
study,  till  my  death,  and  be  spoiled  by  bookacllers,  engravers  and  ill  workmen  or  ignorant  After- 
wards I discoursed  with  him  from  sumc  notes  I had  drawn  up ; and  added,  I was  not  only  willing, 
but  desirous,  to  publish  them.  I shall  cause  the  notes  to  be  transcribed  hereunder. 

He  urged  to  have  tiie  catalogue  made  up  : I told  him  1 was  willing  ; that  Sir  I.  Newton  had 
imperfect  copies  in  his  hands  : I desired  the  latter  might  be  returned,  to  save  me  the  pains  of  tran- 
scribing, and  I would  hll  it  up  with  all  I had  finished  ; but  that  the  variations  of  Right  Ascension 
were  warning  in  those  stars  Uiat  were  within  30°  of  the  pole,  by  reason  these  varialitms  altered  so 
enormously,  the  tables  I used  would  not  seem  to  And  them  so  exactly  as  iu  those  above  30°  from  it : 
he  seemed  satished : 1 desired  him  to  come  dowm  to  sec  the  work,  which  he  neither  contented  to, 
nor  seemed  to  refuse : 1 inquired  of  him,  whether  the  catalogue  were  printing  or  not : he  assured 
me  not  a sheet  of  it  tc>u.r  printeil  r t though  1 am  assured  by  others  that  some  sheets  are  wrought 
off;  I desired  that  if  it  were  to  be  printed,  I might  have  the  last  proof  shccla  sent  to  me,  to  be 
examined  and  corrected:  he  stuck  at  this ; but  pronused  (and  prummneed  il  tcith  great  eartiestnessy 
he  would  give  me  XIO  for  every  error  or  fault  from  my  copy,  that  should  be  shown  him  in  the  press- 
work  : 1 presciitcd  him  with  my  printed  estimate,  and  written  copy  of  my  letter  to  Sir  C.  Wren, 
occasioned  by  Sir  I.  Newton’s  cunning  order,  or  agreement:  he  said  I had  spoken  ill  of  Sir 
I.  Newton,  and  particularly  in  a pa|>erhc  had  seen  in  Mr.  Harley’s  hand,  that  I had  charged  him 
with  liaving X500  of  the  Prince’s  money:  I know  of  no  jiapcr  pul  into  Mr.  Harley’s 
hands,  hut  the  aforementioned  copy  of  my  letter  to  Sir  C.  Wren  (in  which  I am  sure  there  is  no 
such  thing),  and  roy  estimate  that  was  wrote  before  the  Prince  desigited  to  print  my  works : 1 had 
said  Vo  Dr.  (sastcll  indeed  that  I had  heard  the  Prince  had  assigned  ^'1200  for  it,  but  that  only  about 
-£*300  had  been  liestuwed : what  was  become  of  the  rest,  I knew  nut ; and  I tuld  Dr.  Arbuthnot  that 
i do  not  remember  (list  i said  he  might  to  account  for  tlie  remaining  X90U:  the  Doctor  returned, 
that  it  was  the  same  thing  as  if  I ha<i  said  be  had  embezzled  it;  Mr.  Hudson  and  Mr.  Clark, 
laughing,  said  **  No  surely  the  Doctor  held  h»  tongue : the  Doctor  then  said  the  Prince  had 
assigned 1100 : that  it  had  cost  Sir  I.  Newiou  XlOO  in  feasts:  I smiled  at  this:  he  ceased, 
after  this,  I told  him  I was  veiy  desiruus  to  priM^-d,  provided  thiU  / inight  have  jusU  h(moral^le^ 
eguitahle  and  civil  usage : which  he  assured  me  I sliouUl,  and  added,  he  would  recommend  the 
remaining  work  to  the  Queen,  and  doubted  not  of  a reward : 1 returned,  I would  not  have  him  throw 

* Thr  Diary  here  sremt  to  ha\*e  hren  dis<vmtitraed  fvt  mmu«  time;  as  we  meet  with  oolyihls  and  the  fuUuwiug 
entry,  between  July  1706  and  March  J71I.  F.  B. 

t See  the  but  of  the  notes  in  {«ge  F.  B. 
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roch  chtfT  before  me:  Mr.  Clark  [said]  that  I was  no  covetous  person  ; I desired  to  know  (if  I 
should  let  them  have  ihc  catalogiie)  whether  they  tcotUd  demand  or  derire  any  more  of  m<* ; he 
answered  “ No,  they  would  be  fully  satisfied I Udd  him  this  was  well,  for  I hail  by  me  1000 
ohsmed  places  of  (he  moon,  and  as  many  of  the  other  planets,  which  1 was  glad  I could  now  dis' 
pose  of  as  I pleased,  or  to  that  purpose ; and  that  1 now  saw  they  understood  not  my  business  : 1 
addc<l  that  the  neglect  of  me,  and  the  ill-usage  I had  met  with,  was  a dishonor  to  the  Queen  and  the 
nation,  and  tcould  cause  just  refectionxon  the  authors  of  if  in  future  timet : which  he  soeincd  not 
to  reprd : I insisted  much  upon  it : he  answered  with  some  suggestiona  of  fair  reward  : I called 
them  chafiT,  and  desired  him  to  spare  them. 

This  is  the  sum  of  what  passed  at  this  meeting : I cannot  say  all  was  spoke  in  the  same  order  1 
write  it ; but  I am  sure  that  the  sum  of  what  was  said  was  what  I have  related. 

I had  forgot  to  insert  that  1 showed  Dr.  Arbuthnot  the  errata  of  the  printed  second  book  of  obscr' 
vations  betwixt  1616  and  16S9;  and  told  him  that  Mr.  Mathews  was  a clumsy  printer.  That  1 
also  showed  him  the  chart  of  Orion  : told  him  wc  began  at  the  wrong  end  of  the  work:  that  these 
[the  maps]  ought  to  have  been  first  set  upon  and  finished : that  these  would  be  most  taken  notice  of 
by  all  ingenious  people  - and  it  would  be  the  Queen's,  the  nation’s,  and  the  deceased  Prince’s  honor 
lo  have  these  done  sumptuously ; a grc«t  dishonor  to  them  if  they  were  not  done  as  well  as  poraibly 
they  could  be  got : he  said  little,  to  the  purpose,  lo  it ; perparum  prospicit  nec  irUeltigiit  4^-  I 
mentioned,  moreover,  the  letter  I had  received  from  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  about  the  visitation  of 
the  Royal  Society,  and  purchasing  my  instruments : Iw  told  me  “ Yes,  I should  be  paid  for  them 
all  ;**  and  he  would  pay  me  himself  whatever  it  cost  me  transcribing  tlie  remaining  part  of  the 
catalogue.  As  for  my  instruments,  I answered,  I w'ould  not  sell  them  : this  stopt  him  short : he 
talked  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  said  there  was  never  such  a place  as  mine  designed,  but  visitors 
were  appointed.  I answered,  that  when  my  place  was  settled,  there  were  no  people  fit  to  make 
visitors  of,  or  that  understood  my  business,  but  myself.  He  answered,  it  would  be  good  for  me, 
however,  to  admit  the  Royal  Society,  that  I might  have  my  house  repaired,  and  new  instnimenu 
made,  and  money  for  my  old  [ones].  I understood  the  snare,  and  told  him  I wanted  none : and 
Mr.  dark  said,  freely,  it  was  known  I was  not  covetous.  I sec  Sir  I.  Newton’s  designs.  We  had  a 
pretty  deal  of  talk  al>out  getting  a transcriber:  I mentioned  Mr.  Kylcy.  Mr.  Hudson  says  the 
Doctor  promised  that,  on  the  delivery  of  the  constellations,  my  manuscripts  should  be  returned.  I 
mentioned  Dr.  Halley’s  meddling  temper  to  him : he  would  lake  no  notice  of  it*. 

April  11.  i w*as  at  London. 

April  12.  AVrote  lo  Dr.  jVrbuthnot. 

April  13.  Went  to  see  him  at  ^ past  11,  and  again  about  4 : missed  of  him : dined  with  Lord 
Pembrook:  came  home  the  15th.  In  the  mean  time  be  bad  sent  me  the  following  letter  [April  G, 
milt*  the  latter  half  of  my  copy. 

April  \S  And  Was  at  London  at  Mr.  More’s.  On  the  19th,  wrote  the  following  letter 
[April  19,  nU]!  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot. 

October  19.  As  1 was  going  out  of  my  doors  for  London,  Mr.  Hunt  came  to  them,  and  entering, 
brought  me  four  Philotophicai  Transactions ; and  told  me  1 was  required  to  meet  a Committee  of 
the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society,  on  Friday  the  26th,  at  12  o’clock,  at  their  house  in  Crane  Court, 

* The  whuleof  theso  miautes,  relative  to  tkii  imoriew,  were  written  in  the  book  by  FUmuteed  on  the  fuDowing 
morning.  F.  B. 

t These  letters  are  inserted  in  this  Appeodiv,  Nos.  156  and  158.  F.  B. 
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Fleet  Street.  I answerctl  that  I was  tame,  and  nut  well : hut,  Gud  sparing  me  health,  1 knew  of 
nothing  to  hinder  me  from  ir:^tiug  tliein. 

Orio/wr  26.  Accordingly  1 went  thither  with  no  other  Cunipany  hut  my  servant  J.C.  (J-Cros- 
thtvait  ?]  Dr.  Halley  met  me  as  I entered,  and  would  have  had  me  drink  a dish  of  cofTec  with  him. 
I refused;  wcut  straight  up  tu  the  house;  my  man  helped  me  up  stairs,  where  I found  Sir  I. 
Ncwt<in,  Dr.  Sloane,  and  Dr.  Mead.  These  three  were  all  the  Committee  that  I found  there:  and 
the  two  last,  I well  knew,  were  tl»c  assertors  of  tlie  first,  in  all  oises,  richt  or  wrong. 

AAer  a little  ftause,  Sir  1.  Newton  licgan  ; and  told  me  that  the  Cummltlce  desired  to  know  what 
repairs  I wanted,  or  what  instruments  in  the  Observatory?  I answered  that  my  repairs  were  always 
made  hy  the  Oflicc  uf  tlic  Ordnance  : that  1 had  applied  myt^lf  to  them ; hut  tlo;  season  of  the  year 
not  Iwing  fit,  it  was  thought  l>cBt  tu  forbear  them  till  February  rrext,  w hen  1 doubted  not  they  would 
l*e  taken  care  of.  As  for  the  instruments,  they  were  all  my  own ; l>dng  either  given  to  me 
absolutely  by  Str  Jonas  Moorr,  or  made  and  |mid  for  out  of  my  uwti  |K)cke(.  This  he  well  knows, 
though  he  dissembles  it.  He  answered,  As  good  have  no  Observatory  as  no  instruments.**  I gave 
him,  hereupon,  an  account  of  Sir  Jonas  MiK)re*8  donation,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Culwall  and  Mr. 
Ilanwny  his  «in*iu-law;  how  he  soon  after  died,  uihI  a coutruveray  a1)Out  Ills  gift  arising  betwixt 
his  son  Sir  Junua,  and  myself,  we  had  a hearing  before  the  Board  of  the  Office ; whereat  Mr.  Col- 
wall  and  Mr.  Hhnway  both  attested  what  I aOlrmed,  that  the  instruments,  books,  goods,  &c.  were 
given  me  by  Sir  Jonas  Moore.  Whereu|>on  he  seemed  much  moved ; and  rp|>ent«l  what  he  had 
said  befiire,  **  As  good  have  no  Obtervatury  as  no  instruments;'*  asked  Dr.  Mead  if  it  were  not  so, 
who  assented.  I proceeded  from  this  to  tell  Sir  Isaac  (who  was  fired)  tlmt  1 thought  it  the  business 
of  their  Sitciety  tu  encourage  my  labors,  and  not  to  make  me  uneasy  fur  them.  He  asked  Dr.  Sloane 
wliat  I said : who  answered,  tliat  I said  something  about  cncmiragemcnt.  Whereupon  I told  him 
that  a frontispiece  was  engraved  for  my  works,  and  the  Prince's  picture  (without  any  notice  given 
me  of  it),  to  present  to  the  Queen  : and  that  hereby  / teas  roMe^  o/  lAe /rta/f  of  my  laltors : that 
I had  expended  abov'e  in  instruments  and  assistance.  At  this,  the  im|>etuous  man  grt'w 

mitragcous;  and  said,  “ We  arc,  then,  robbers  of  your  labors?**  I answered,  I was  Sony  that 
they  owned  tlicrosclvcs  to  be  so.  AAcr  which,  all  he  said  was  in  a rage ; he  called  me  many  harrl 
names;  pupftyviM  the  must  innocent  of  them.  I told  him  only  that  I had  all  imaginable  deference 
and  respect  for  Her  Majesty's  order,  for  the  honor  of  the  nation,  &r. : hut  that  it  was  a dishonor  to 
the  nation,  Her  Majesty,  nmi  that  Society  (nay,  to  the  President  himselOi  to  use  me  so.  At  last, 
he  charged  me,  with  great  violence  (and  repeated  it),  not  to  remove  any  instnimcuts  out  of  the 
Observatory : for  T hail  told  him  before  that,  if  F was  turned  out  of  the  Observatory,  I would  carry 
away  the  sextant  with  me.  I only  desired  him  to  keep  his  temper,  restrain  his  passion,  ami  thanked 
him  as  often  ns  he  gave  me  ill  names  : and,  looking  for  the  door,  told  him  God  had  blessed  all  my 
endeavors  hitherto,  an<l  that  he  would  protect  me  for  the  future  : that  the  w isdom  of  God  was  beyond 
the  wisdom  of  men;  and  that  I committed  my  all  to  Him  ; or  words  to  that  purjxiee. 

1 cannot  remember  everything  that  was  said  by  the  hot  gentleman,  in  its  proper  ])lace ; nor  have  I 
given  it  in  its  order.  I may  put  it  into  better,  np(»n  recollection,  hereafter.  1 rememia^r  more  at 
present,  that  after  I had  said  that  it  had  cost  me  above  in  instruments  and  assistants,  he  told 

me  fiercely  that  1 liad  said  he  owed  me  ; which,  without  much  moving,  he  set  himself  to 

make  out  thus  : first,  f had  said  that  nobody  could  live  in  the  Observatory  fur  less  than  i*3(l0  a-year ; 
that  1 had  had  but  .TtOO  paid  me,  and  that  a-ycar  in  30  years  would  come  to  that  monev. 
i Ids  I never  reckoned ; but  I have  said  tliat  a man  cannot  live  in  this  place  for  less  than  .iFSOO 
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ft-ycar : the  rc#t  ia  his  fwn  accuuntiug.  He  told  me,  more«»vcr,  I had  rcccivcil  i*3600  of  the 
Ciovernnient.  I aiisweml.  what  Imd  he  dime  fur  X500  a-year  sulury  that  he  had,  or  to  that  pur- 
pose ? Which  put  him  to  a stand : hut,  at  length,  he  fell  tn  give  me  his  usual  gnoH  words : said  I 
was  proud  and  insolent,  and  insulted  him.  Dr.  Mead  said  the  same  tiling.  I uiily  desired  him  (as  1 
1ml  often  done)  to  restrain  lits  |ia«siou,  keep  his  temper,  &c.  He  said  I hail  called  him  Aifteist.  I 
never  did : hut  i know  whut  other  people  have  saltl  of  a paragraph  in  his  Optics ; which  probably 
occasioned  this  suggestion.  I thought  it  m»t  worth  my  while  to  say  anything  iu  answer  to  this 
reproach.  I ho]ie  he  is  none. 

ni2,  June  13.  I dined  with  the  Lord  Mayor  at  (Jreenwich.  Mr.  Stuhlis  told  me  Dr.  Halley 
would  visit  me  the  Monday  following ; but  he  came  nut 

June  16.  Dr.  Halley  came;  and  brought  his  wife,  son,  and  daughter  with  him.  Asked  if  I 
wanted  preferment  (a  snare!) : said  he  would  bum  his  copy  of  my  catalogue,  if  I would  print  my 
own.  N.B.  It  w as  now  in  the  ])ress  again,  and  the  second  sheet  printing.  I told  him  of  his  blockish 
fault  in  his  charts.  He  answered,  he  was  a young  man  when  he  did  them:  upon  which  account 
they  might  be  excused,  so  [that]  they  were  right  on  the  backside  of  the  |i<nicr ; with  much  other 
impudent  banter.  Mr.  Stuhha  endeavored  to  excuse  him  : but,  being  told  he  was  ignorant  of  the 
business,  gave  over ; having  nothing  to  say  to  the  purpose. 

Dccem.  5.  The  ISth  last  sheet  of  my  catalogue  printed  off. 

1713,  Augttst  1,  Saturday.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  having,  as  I was  told,  presented  his  book  of  Prin- 
ripiot  new  printed,  to  the  Queen,  came  to  Greenwich,  attended  by  Dr.  Thorp,  Dr.  Halley,  aiKl  his 
sons,  Mr.  Machin  and  Mr.  Rowley.  Mr.  Hud.’Mjn  was  with  them,  who  had  given  me  an  intimation 
of  it,  the  night  heft>m.  But  I had  a letter  of  advice  of  it,  directly  from  Mr.  Machin.  Sir  I.  New- 
ton came  first,  eliout  3 o’chtek ; the  others,  half  an  hour  after.  Sir  I.  Newton  said  little  till  they 
entered ; then  he  n»e  up  and  told  me  that  by  a Royal  Order,  by  word  of  mouth,  they  were  come 
down  to  visit  the  Observatory ; to  see  what  repairs  were  wonting,  and  what  instruments.  I gave 
tliem  leave  to  go  where  they  pleaaeil,  and  sent  my  servant  to  wait  on  them,  and  show  them  all  the 
places  where  repairs  were  wanting:  and  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Hyley  (whom  I had  sent  for, on  pur|Misc 
to  be  witnesses  uf  all  that  passed)  acc  impanied  them.  I kept  in  my  chamlier : for  I could  not  walk 
al>out  with  them.  But,  Irefnre  they  went  out,  I told  them  that  the  cogs  in  the  greater  semicircle 
were  much  worn ; and  that  the  instrument,  for  several  reasons,  was  not  very  serviceable.  And 
Irccause  Sir  I.  Newton  had  asked  how  we  could  observe  a comet  wntbout  it,  I told  him  I could  casilv 
observe  any  comet  that  was  visible  in  any  part  of  the  heavens,  by  a jwrticular  method  that  I knew 
of;  hut  it  was  not  now  a time  ti»  talk  of  it;  and  that  that  instrument  was  my  own.  My  friends 
and  servants  remember  all  (hat  passed : I trouble  not  myself  to  re^Mjrt  it.  At  parting.  Sir  I.  Newton 
told  me  he  had  a Ptolemy  of  mine,  and  the  minutes  or  night-notca  of  my  observations,  which  lie 
would  return.  I was  glad  to  hear  it ; aud  told  him  1 would  retain  his  receipt  for  them.  I pray 
(hxl  he  he  as  good  as  his  word. 

Aipril  0.  Met  Mr.  Pound  in  London;  and  at  Garraway’s  Dr.  Sloane  joined  lui.  Mr.  Pound 
went  to  dine  with  them  at  Puntack's. 

[Copied  frean  the  tmqituU  entries,  in  MSS  vol.  3;i,  images  47,  51,  53,  53,  54,  55,  59,  C2,  220,  221, 
223.  8U.  90,  91,  104,  105,  lOG,  107.] 
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No.  Ifi.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flanuteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Ohscrvaiory,  Decern.  5,  1704. 

I have  yours  of  the  25th  past,  and  hopes  that  the  IMnce  may  |KTform  uhat  I told  you  id  my  last 
but  Courts  move  slowly;  my  habitation  is  a great  way  off  from  St.  James's;  my  health  pemtits  roc 
not  to  be  in  London ; 1 arant  one  necessary  accomplishment  for  a jiereoii  tliat  would  carr\’  on  his 
honest  endeavours  at  Court,  and  make  uu  iutere«.t  there ; that  is  (not  to  call  it  by  its  more  proper 
name)  assuranr.e,  I hojie  nevertheless  something  may  be  done  in  time : but  those  are  solicitors  for 
it  that,  I fear,  mind  their  own  interests  more  than  those  of  the  public,  and  seek  hence  an  occasion 
of  pnmioting  them  by  having  frequent  opportunities  of  discoursing  the  Prince  on  this  affair.  I have 
DO  ways  to  hinder  them  from  obstructing  hereby,  but  taking  care  of  my  health  at  home,  and  letting 
them  go  on  till  my  attendance  be  necessary  and  unavoidable;  by  which  time  a sincere  fnend  that 
has  a real  interest  with  his  Royal  Highness  may  be  ogniu  in  England  (he  has  been  in  Denmark  and 
Poland,  and  is  now  in  Holland  waiting  a safe  passage  home),  and  then  through  God's  blessing  (who 
has  hitherto  conducted  all  my  alTairs)  I hope  the  business  will  proceed  easily  and  cfTcctually.  My 
sci^ant  is  (I  praise  God  for  it)  recovering ; but  a great  deal  of  help  to  calculate  and  copy  will  be 
wanting  if  the  work  goes  on : and  I have  hopes  of  yours,  and  though  perhaps  your  circumstances 
may  not  permit  you  to  leave  Yorkshire,  yet  I may  find  employment  for  your  leisure  hotire  even  there, 
ami  to  your  advantage. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  77.)  Vnfnished  tlrafl  of  a petition  to  Prince  George  of  Denmark. 

If  it  shall  please  his  Royal  Highness,  in  order  to  promote  the  improvement  of  navigation,  ami 
the  full  knowledge,  by  affording  the  eajKnscs  necessary  for  printing  the  Hisloria  Brilannira  CteleUis^ 
with  a large  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  charts  of  the  constellations,  and  other  di*ductiona  5v>m 
them  mentioned  in  another  paper,  then  Messrs.  Gascoigne's  and  Crabtree's  observations,  with  my 
own,  from  1668  to  1689,  being  all  fair  wnrote  and  in  good  order  in  Latin,  may  be  immediately  copied 
and  put  into  the  press.  Whilst  these  arc  printing  off,  a skilful  baud  or  two  may  copy  the  observa- 
tions from  1689  to  1700  complete,  examine,  and  com|mrc  them  with  the  first  night  notes,  whereby 
any  errors  committed  for  want  of  assistance  in  that  laborious  work  may  be  coirccted.  In  the 
mean  time  the  large  plates  of  the  constellations  may  be  begun  to  be  designed  on  cop{ier,  or  rather 
brass  plates,  which  work  cannot  be  done  but  at  the  Observatory : that  so  it  may  be  continually 
under  the  insfieciiun  and  care  of  the  author,  and  the  engravers  prevented  from  committing  such 
intolerable  errors  and  faults  as  are  ever5*wbcrc  to  be  found  in  works  of  this  nature,  when  they  have 
not  been  under  the  eye  of  the  first  designer. 

The  catalogue  of  the  fi.xed  stars,  in  which  two  or  three  constellations  arc  not  complet«l,  may  in 
the  mean  time  be  assorted,  and  printed  off  before  the  50  plates  can  be  wrought. 

If  a couple  of  awsistanU  to  help  to  calculate  them  be  allowed,  and  added  to  my  present  servant, 
with  two  more  to  copy  tlic  papers  fur  the  press ; the  skilful  assistants  ought  also  to  be  employed  in 
ciilculating  the  places  of  the  moon,  from  the  oltservations  taken  with  sextant  lictwixt  1676  and 
1689,  which  are  very  troublesome  to  manage,  and  require  more  than  ordinary  sagacity  in  a calcu- 
lator. More  places  of  the  other  planets  ought  also  to  be  deduced  from  the  siud  observations. 
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and  may  be  done  with  safely  and  certainty  now  we  liave  a correct  catalogue  of  the  fixed  staiT,  but 
could  not  before  for  want  of  one. 

The  work  of  making  a catalogue  is  great,  and  the  neces«iry  watchings  by  night  and  day 
endangering  the  health,  the  calculations  (to  be  made)  so  tmuhlesome  and  laborious,  that  I am  per- 
suaded posterity  will  not  attempt  the  like  again,  and  his  Uiglmesswill  have  the  sole  honor  of  obliging 

|Tosterily  with  [an]  useful  work,  and  not  be 

[Copied  fmm  tlic  oriijinai  in  MSS,  vul.  33,  page  31.] 


No,  18.)  Letter  from  Sir  G Clark  to  Sir  Isaac  Seicion. 

Dec.  11,  1704. 

Sir, 

The  Prince  has  perused  the  estimate  of  the  intended  Historia  Carlestis  Britannica,  which 
you  presented  him.  His  Royal  Highness  is  persuaded  of  Mr.  I'lamstccd’s  fitness  for  a work  of  this 
nature,  and  being  unwilling  that  the  observations  designed  for  the  benefit  of  navigation,  and  encou- 
raged so  well  in  the  bq;uniiug,  should  waut  any  necessary  assistance  to  bring  them  to  {lerfection,  he 
has  been  pleased  to  command  me  to  desire  yourself,  Mr.  Roberts.  Sir  Cliristupher  Wren,  Dr.  Grcgoiy, 
Dr.  Arbuthnnt,  and  others  of  your  Society,  as  you  think  proper,  and  will  share  the  trouble  with 
you,  to  inspect  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  papers,  and  consider  what  is  fit  for  tlw  press:  and  when  His 
Royal  Highness  kuows  your  opinions,  you  may  be  sure  he  will  do  anything  that  may  conduce  to  the 
making  them  of  use  to  the  public.  I am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 


Gro.  Clark. 


[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  48  ] 


No.  79.)  letter  frm  Sir  Isaac  Seicim  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Jennyn  Street,  December  18,  1704. 

Mr.  Fl.vmsteed, 

I received  last  night  a letter  from  the  Prince,  wherein  his  Highness  expresM? 
that  he  is  unwilling  that  your  observations  designed  for  the  benefit  of  navigation,  and  encouraged  so 
well  in  the  beginning,  should  want  any  necessary  assistance  to  bring  them  to  perfection ; and,  there- 
fore, desires  me,  Mr.  Rolicrts,  Sir  Chr.  Wren,  and  some  others  of  your  fiicnds  to  ins|>ect  ymir 
papers,  and  consider  what  is  fit  for  the  press;  and  when  his  Highness  knows  our  opinions,  he  is 
ready  to  do  anything  that  may  conduce  to  the  making  your  observations  of  use  to  the  public.  Tills 
is  the  substance  of  the  letter  wrote  by  the  Prince’s  secretary  by  his  Highness’s  order : and  to-morrow 
Mr.  Roberts,  Sir  Chr.  Wren,  aud  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  his  Royal  Highness  has 
referred  the  inspection  of  your  papers,  arc  to  dine  with  me,  in  order  to  consider  of  this  matter,  and 
speak  with  you  about  it : aud,  therefore,  I desire  the  favor  of  your  company  at  dinner  with  them  ; 
and  if  you  please  to  come  in  the  morning,  and  bring  your  papers  with  you,  or  such  parts  or  specimens 
of  them  as  may  be  sufficient,  you  will  oblige  me  aud  the  rest  of  your  friends  to  whom  the  inspectiuo 
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of  them  18  referred,  aivd  jn-CHnote  the  dispatch  of  this  affair.  If  you  bring  the  papers  themselTes, 
you  expedite  your  busiuess,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  they  shall  not  go  out  of  your  hands. 

I am,  your  very  loving  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Isaac  Newton. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  37.] 


No.  80.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  AVu'ton  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

l.<ondon,  Decern.  26,  1704. 

Sir, 

1 thank  you  for  the  information  you  give  me  aV>oiit  the  charges  of  printing.  I am  sorry 
your  servant  is  ill,  but  if  you  do  nut  bring  your  }Ki]>cr8  there  will  be  nothing  done,  for  the  business 
of  the  meeting  is  Ui  view  your  j»a^>erB,  according  to  the  Prince’s  order,  and  give  him  an  account  of 
them.  Wc  had  but  little  time  at  my  house  tr>  view  those  you  brought,  and  did  nut  meet  at  the 
Cf*ffce-bousc  fiu  that  jiurpnac,  but  appointed  ti»-morn*w  morning  at  ten  o’clock,  that  we  might  have 
time  to  view  them,  and  come  tn  a conclusion : mid  I hope  you  will  not  disap|)oint  your  friends. 

I am,  your  humble  servant, 

P-  Newton. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  41.] 


No.  61.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Tlje  Observatmy,  Dcccro.  30,  1704. 

Mr.  Newton  is  become  exceeding  kind  of  late ; was  here  to  visit  me  ycalenlay ; stayed  from  12 
till  near  5 o’clock ; dined  with  me ; took  a new  view  of  my  books  and  papers ; and  becomes  soliciUjr 
with  the  Prince  on  their  behalf.  I may  allow  him  to  do  hliuself  the  honor,  and  regard  hit  own 
interest  in  it  too,  since  he  saves  me  the  labor  of  attendance  and  solicitation. 

I know  him  very  well ; and  if  he  manage  it  so  as  may  l)e  for  the  advantage  of  the  work,  shall 
not  fail  to  acknowledge  it : but  if  otherwise,  the  blame  will  not  l)e  U]K>n  me,  and  1 shall  be  as  cau> 
tious  as  I can  that  he  do  me  no  injury.  I have  no  other  news  to  tell  you : this  finds  all  the  talk  for 
the  Royal  Society,  and  I bless  the  good  providence  of  Go<l  that  makes  those,  who  were  not  friendly, 
to  produce  this  work  to  the  public.  I commit  all  to  his  disposal,  and  you  to  his  keeping ; being. 
Sir,  ever  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  83.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 

The  Observatory,  Jan.  2, 1704-5. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  I sent  you,  according  to  your  desire  and  my  promise  (by  Mr.  Hodgson),  my 
old  charts  of  Orion,  Ophiuchus,  Aquarius,  and  Pisces;  those  have  all  the  circles  of  longitude,  and 
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pu^lels  of  latitude  inacribed  in  theiOy  as  you  will  6tid  them  in  the  new  one  of  Orion,  which  1 Uiink 
is  completely  finished,  that  by  it  you  may  judge  of  the  rest,  which  I have  designed  of  the  same 
l»gncs8.  1 have  added  the  new  constellationa  of  Aquarius  and  Ophiuchus,  whereby  you  will  tec  the 
charts  cannot  conveniently  be  made  less ; but  I have  not  caused  the  circles  uf  longitude  and  latitude 
to  be  inscribed  in  these,  because  I esteemed  it  needless : the  chart  of  Orion  alone  serving  suiGciently 
to  show  how  they  will  fiU  the  copper-plate  when  they  arc  inscribed. 

With  these,  I have  sent  you  ray  Greek  Ptolemy,  and  my  l^tin  version : concerning  which  1 must 
inform  you,  that  because  1 diifer  from  the  common  translations,  I have  thought  it  necessary  to  keep 
as  close  to  the  Greek  as  1 handsomely  could ; and  therefore  you  must  carry  the  Quec  ett  that  begins 
the  head  or  second  line  of  every  constellation,  to  the  beginning  of  every  line  following  it.  And 
further,  that  if  you  think  it  not  advisable  to  print  Ptolemy’s  Greek  text,  it  will  be  best  to  put  those 
words,  in  whose  interpretation  I difler  from  others,  in  the  margin;  fur  if  they  be  inserted  with  a 
parenthesis,  in  the  text,  they  will  make  the  line  too  long. 

I have  also  sent  you  a Bayer,  that  by  comparing  his  descriptions  and  hgurea  with  the  Greek  ami 
mine,  you  may  sec  how  (by  taking  the  meaning  of  Greek  words  from  Lexicons)  he  makes  all  those 
stars  to  Ik  on  the  left  side,  legs,  arms,  &c-,  which  the  original,  and  all  the  printed  catalogues 
(except  his  own),  put  on  the  right,  and  rice  rersd}  and,  moreover,  olkn  thrusts  such  Greek  words 
into  his  text  as  are  no  where  to  be  found  in  Ptolemy. 

I would  have  sent  you  a scale  to  the  charts,  but  tliat  I have  never  a clean  one  by  me ; if  the  ill 
weather  should  hinder  me  from  coming  to  London  to-morrow,  as  I intend  (God  continuing  my 
health),  1 sliall  cause  a new  one  to  be  drawn : and  when  a good  day  affords  me  an  opportunity, 
you  shall  be  attended  with  it  by.  Sir,  your  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

JoQN  Flam&tbsd,  M.R. 

1 wish  you  inajiy  happy  years. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  p^  50.] 


No.  83.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Fiamjteed  to  Sir  Isaac  NetcUm, 

The  Obaervatory,  Jan.  5,  1704-.5. 

Sta, 

Herewith  my  servant  will  deliver  yoti  the  papers  you  desire,  if  his  fit  prevents  him  not,  and 
force  him  to  send  them  by  the  penny  post ; if  he  reaches  the  house,  pray  send  me  by  him  that  volume 
of  Petruvius  that  has  the  fragment  of  Eudoxus  in  it:  perhaps  it  may  be  of  use  to  me.  1 shall  take 
especial  care  of  it,  and  return  it  safe  whenever  you  please.  1 have  hastened  these,  that  the  want  of 
them  may  be  no  hinderance  to  your  making  your  report  to  the  Prince,  or  concluding  about  the 
impression  of  the  observations,  and  catalogue. 

No.  1 is  a page  of  the  observations  of  the  stars’  inter-mutual  distances,  taken  with  the  se.\lam  ; 
these  are  such  as  you  conclude  cannot  be  printed  double  on  one  page  of  pa{>cr. 

No.  2 (the  second  page  on  the  same  sheet),  is  copied  from  the  book  of  lunar  observations,  taken 
with  the  sextant : the  five  last  lines  of  this  ought  to  stand  a line  or  two  lower,  to  make  room  for  titles 
In  stand  over  the  heads  of  the  columns  of  numbers.  I was  absent  when  my  servant  copied  it,  but 
shall  take  care  the  like  error  be  not  committed,  when  it  shall  be  copied  for  the  press. 

No.  3 is  the  first  page  of  the  observations  of  the  year  1C99,  and  make  a part  of  the  second  volume ; 
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1 cb(]«c  it,  brcmune  it  fippcnr»  by  tbc  lines  I had  wrote  at  the  entrance  of  the  year,  that  I had  deter- 
mined  six  years  a^)  to  tranuribc  them  ail  thus,  os  you  lately  hintetl  you  thought  it  would  be  best, 
and  have  caused  them  to  be  so  copied  ever  since- 

No.  4 ia  an  extract  of  a double  page  of  my  catalogue  : I have  caused  my  servant  to  transcribe 
only  a few  lines  of  it,  they  will  be  sul^icut  for  a s|>ecimcn ; the  rest  of  the  page  may  safely  be  con  - 
ceived  filled  up  in  the  same  manner.  I pray  the  good  Qod  who  has  blest  my  labors  hitherto  with 
succeas,  to  bless  the  endeavor  for  their  publication,  send  you  many  happy  years,  and  am,  with  all 
due  respect,  Sir,  your  obliged  humble  servant, 

John  Flaustexo,  M.R. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  voi.  33,  page  51.] 


Xo.  S4.)  Rryurt  of  the  Referees  on  the  Eftinuiie  for  Printing. 

London,  Jan.  23,  1704-5. 

Mat  it  P1.RASE  tour  Roy.vl  Hiciivess, 

According  to  your  Royal  Highncss*8  order,  signified  to  us  by  Mr.  Clark’s  letter  of 
December  11  ih  last,  we  have  inspected  >fr.  Flamsteed’s  papers,  and  are  humbly  of  ojunion  that  tiU 
the  obserratioDs  which  he  proposes  to  be  printed  in  the  first  and  second  parts  of  the  work  arr 
proper  to  cnrac  abroad,  togctlier  with  bis  two  catalogues  of  the  fixed  stars  in  Latin ; all  which  art! 
ready  for  the  preiw,  and  with  prefacis  will  take  up  about  1200  pages  in  folio  when  printed.  Which 
agrees  with  what  he  has  Te|iFcseutcd ; and  the  c.xpenses  of  printing  400  copies,  according  to  the 
estimate,  will  be  as  follows : 

£ 

For  283  reams  of  demy  paper,  of  inchw,  by  22,  at  the  rate  of  20r.  a ream  . 283 

For  composing  and  press-work  of  300  slteets,  at  the  rate  of  20r.  a sheet  . . 

For  the  charges  of  an  amanuensis  to  copy  and  correct  the  press,  and  to  compare  and 
examine  the  papers  . . . . . . .100 

Total  . ^’683 

It  may  be  also  very  proper  to  print  the  places  of  the  moon  and  planets,  and  comets,  derived 
from  the  ohKrrations : of  this,  six  hundred  are  already  computed,  and  fourteen  hundred  remaiii 
to  be  computed;  and  the  chaigcs  of  two  calculators  to  finish  them,  and  of  the  paper,  press-work, 
and  printing,  will  lie  about  X180:  so  that  the  w hole  charge  will  be  about  «C863. 

This  set  of  observations  we  repute  the  fullest  and  complctest  that  has  ever  yet  been  made  : and  aa 
it  tends  to  the  })erfcctiou  of  astronomy  and  navigation,  so,  if  it  should  be  lust,  the  loss  would  lie 
irreparable ; and  we  have  no  pT(.)spect  that  a work  so  expensive  will  ever  see  the  tight,  unless  yutir 
Highucss  will  please  to  be  at  the  charge  of  publishing  it.  We  arc, 

May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 

Your  Highness’s  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servants. 

Signed  by  Mr.  Roberts,  Sir  Chr.  Wren,  Mr.  Newton,  &c. 

[Extracted  from  the  copy  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  33.] 
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Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  AW/on  to  Mr.  Fiamsteed. 


No.  85.) 


London,  March  2,  1105. 


M».  Ff.AM&TKKD, 

The  gentlemen  to  whom  hU  Royal  Uighnesa  haa  referred  the  care  of  printing 
your  Obser%'atioD9  Itave  agreed  to  meet  on  Monday  morning,  at  eleven  o*clock,  at  the  Castle  Tavemi 
in  Paternoster  Uosv*,  to  set  forward  the  printing  thereof ; and  1 desire  earnestly  that  you  would  he 
plcascil  to  meet  us  there  at  the  time  appointed,  that  we  may  agree  with  you  alajut  an  amaniiensi!* 
and  calculators,  and  what  else  you  have  to  propose  for  dispatching  the  work. 

1 am  your  humble  servant. 


!*•  Newton. 


[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  45.] 


No.  86.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Shnry. 

Tlie  OlrscnratoiT,  March  6,  1 104  -5. 

Sri, 

Yesterday  I was  at  I^ndon  with  Sir  C.  Wren,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Newton,  and  some  olhtr 
gentlemen,  to  view  some  specimens  of  a printer's  page  of  my  book  of  Observations : they  were  ill 
dot>e.  I am  causing  them  to  be  copied  again  in  order  to  have  them  printed  by  anntiicr,  if  thr  gen- 
tlrnien  think  6t. 

You  were  pleased  to  oder  me  your  kind  assistance  in  calculation.  I shall  have  an  allnwaiKc  of 
about  1'40  ])cr  annum  each,  for  two  calculators : and  I think  myself  obliged  to  make  you  the  tender 
to  l>e  one  of  them.  Rut  I cannot  expect  that  you,  who  have  much  buiinc^s  on  your  hand.«,  should 
spare  your  whole  time  for  this.  I desire  therefore  that  vou  would  consider,  I*,  what  spare  time  you 
have  that  you  can  employ  in  this  business ; 2“,  how  many  planets*  places  you  can  calculate  in  a 
week,  from  the  observed  distances;  3*,  what  rewartl  you  expect  for  your  pains  : that  is,  whether  I 
must  account  with  you,  and  pay  you  so  much  by  the  score,  or  hundred,  or  whetlrcr  you  would  liave 
an  allowance  proportionable  to  the  time.  .\nd  then  I must  acquaint  ymi  further. 

That  I can  easily  transcribe  and  send  you  the  observed  distances  of  the  moon  and  planets  fnim 
fixed  stars  to  a given  time ; together  with  the  places  of  the  stars  in  ray  new  catalogue  ; by  tlie  general 
}Kwt  as  many  at  once  as  may  be  handsomely  contained  to  one  single  sheet : 

That  1 desire  you  would  calculate  them  in  a bo<tk  made  up  in  4tn,  of  3,  4,  5,  or  6 sliccts,  as  y«m 
think  fit ; which  when  ’lis  filled  by  your  calculatioos,  you  may  send  mo  hither  by  the  currier  . 

Tlutt  whatever  you  calculate  iu  Yorkshire  roust  be  repeated  by  a calculator  here,  for  certuinty  : 
we  arc  all  so  prone  to  error  in  calculations  of  this  nature,  that  no  single  hand  is  to  be  relied  mi. 

And  fiiT  the  easier  discovery  of  any  error,  either  of  yours  or  my  calculators  here,  I shall  desire  you 
would  always  follow  that  same  method  that  I use,  of  which  I shall  scud  you  an  example. 

i sholl  allow  you  the  clutrge  of  postage,  carriage,  and  paper ; and  a printed  copy  of  the  iMwiks 
when  finished.  Your  answer  to  this  proiKisal,  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can,  will  oblige, 

Sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  servant, 

JOHM  rL.WISTKKD,  M.R. 

You  sec  God  takes  care  of  my  business:  I do  not  very  well  like  the  hands  by  which  'til  managed, 

2 H 2 


Digitized  by 


Appekdix  to  Flaimteed t History. 


aae 


[No.  87. 


but  I doubt  not  bit  good  Providence  will  turn  ftll  to  good,  and  make  me  easy,  and  give  me  health 
to  6nieh  this  work  to  his  glory:  may  he  always  preserve  yours,  J.  F. 

[Copied  from  the  oritjirv^  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  87.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Ftamtteed  to  Mr.  Bossley. 

The  Observatory,  March  8,  1704-5. 

Sir, 

I received  a letter  from  Mr.  Leigh  a good  while  ago,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a relief 
1 sent  him  to  support  him  in  his  tickn^ ; but  returned  him  no  answer,  because  I had  not  what  he 
desired  to  serve  him  with.  I heartily  commiserate  his  condition,  and  pray  the  good  God  of  his 
mercy  to  give  him  ease,  that  he  may  enjoy  the  great  comfort  of  better  health  in  his  old  age  tlian  he 
has  had  hitherto. 

But  praycra  arc  helps  that  are  lightly  esteemed:  to  render  them  more  valuable  to  him,  I have 
laid  by  a guinea  far  him,  which,  if  you  pay  him,  I shall  repay  on  the  order,  as  you  please,  in  Lon- 
don. 1 would  have  left  it,  as  usual,  with  Mr.  Crundalc,  but  that  I find  by  the  last,  you  have  not 
such  frequent  dealings  with  him  as  formerly. 

I am  going  to  print  my  works  very  siicedily.  Yesterday  I delivered  sjH^cimctis  uf  some  sheets  to  a 
printer,  to  be  composed  and  printed  on  several  paiiers,  for  trial,  to  see  what  work  he  will  make,  and 
which  pa|>er  will  best  fit.  I have  retained  one  amanuensis  here,  another  I have  in  my  house ; one 
that  was  my  servant  formerly,  living  now  in  Yorkshire,  1 have  retained  to  calculate  for  me.  Another 
I want : if  Mr.  Leigh  has  health  enough  to  undertake  any  work,  I would  entpl(»y  him ; and  therefore 
desire  you  to  let  me  know  how  be  does,  and  whether  his  distem|>cr  docs  nut  affect  his  head.  1 would 
gladly  serve  him  rather  tlian  any  other,  because  he  has  served  me  fnmvcrly;  and  I will  endeavor 
(though  my  allowances  are  but  narrow)  to  make  his  pay  much  better  than  formerly,  when  f had 
none,  but  disbursed  all  out  of  my  own  income. 

I hope  now,  in  good  time,  to  have  an  opportunity  to  acknowledge  your  pains  in  correcting  the 
motions  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter.  I shall  not  arrogate  anything  of  yours  to  myself;  but  it  will  be  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  let  the  world  know  how  much,  and  without  any  view  of  your  own  advantage,  you 
have  obliged,  Sir,  your  real  friend  and  servant, 

JuHH  Flamstged,  M.R. 

i shall  want  my  Vlack’s  Canon  home  fur  my  amanuensis  here  : if  Mr.  Leigh  could  borrow  Mr. 
llftIton*s,  and  return  mine,  he  would  oblige  me. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  53.] 


No,  88.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flan$tced  to  Mr.  A.  Sfktrp. 

The  Observatory,  March  17,  17<>4-5. 

Sir, 

I am  glad  you  accept  of  the  offer  I made  you  in  my  last,  ami  hope  it  will  be  not  only  Ut 
your  great  satisfaction,  but  something  to  your  advantage;  though  not  so  much  as  I wish  it  might. 
J have  gathered  five  years’  obeervatious  of  the  superior  planets  from  my  books  this  week,  in  order  to 
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be  sent  to  you  in  convenient  time  : the  moon’s  will  cost  me  no  small  pains  to  collect  for  you ; I shall 
enter  on  them,  God  willing,  on  Monday  next  In  the  mean  time,  till  they  can  he  ready,  I aend  tbit, 
to  let  you  know  that  1 depend  on  you,  and  thot  I hope  in  a forCnight’a  time  to  have  them  all  ready  to 
be  cojHed  and  transmitted  to  you. 

1 hope  you  have  Vlack^s  Canon  of  Sinct  and  Tan^nU  of  your  own;  if  not,  pray  let  me  know  it, 

1 have  one  in  Derbyshire,  which  I have  sent  for  up.  I think  Mr.  Hodgson  has  one  by  him ; one  of 
these  shall  be  sent  you,  with  the  copies  of  the  observations,  by  the  carrier,  except  you  know,  and  can 
direct  some  better  way. 

One  hour*s  thinking  and  practice  will  make  you  as  ready  at  calculation  as  ever  you  were.  I am 
only  sorry  you  cannot  have  my  new  tables  for  calculating  the  moon’a  motions,  iu  order  to  find  out 
her  semidiameters  and  parallaxes;  they  arc  not  contained  in  leu  than  50  quarto  pages.  I have  two 
copies  of  them  by  me ; 1 would  willingly  trust  you  with  one  of  them  (for  I know  you  will  not  impart 
them  to  anybody  without  my  consent),  that  you  might  copy  them,  and  have  them  by  you,  if  you 
think  them  not  too  many  and  troublesome  : they  render  the  calculation  easy  and  sure,  and  you  will 
have  directions  with  them  how  to  use  them. 

Perhaps  you  may  find  some  ingenious  youth  near  you,  that  for  a little  money  would  calculate  th  e 
mean  motions  and  first  equations,  so  far  as  to  get  the  mean  auumalics,  and  consequent  horizontal 
parallaxes  and  semidiameters  to  the  given  times  of  the  observations  fen*  you ; if  you  can,  I will  gladly 
pay  the  charge  to  case  the  labor,  and  think  myself,  moreover,  much  obliged  to  you. 

1 have  the  book  of  old  calculations  for  the  > ’s  places,  in  1679  and  1680,  which  will  be  sent  you 
with  the  lunar  tables : it  w ill  be  of  use  to  you.  As  also  the  distances  you  copied  from  my  book 
distances,  if  you  think  it  may  be  serviceable. 

Though  your  modesty  make  you  refuse  a reward  for  the  pains  of  calculation,  1 cannot,  in  con 
science,  accept  them:  nor  ingratitude,  without  making  you  a valuable  one, and  such  as  may  becocne 
me  to  afibrd,  and  you  to  accept  from,  Sir,  your  friend  to  serve  you, 

John  Fi.amstsbo. 

P.S.  it  will  be  necessary  fur  you  to  have  ephcmcridcs  of  the  mounts  {daces  from  the  beginning  nf 
my  observations ; if  you  have  none,  I will  send  my  Aigoll,  which  will  serve  your  turn  as  well  as 
Hecker,  or  belter,  because  he  begins  with  1671,  and  continues  to  1700  complete.  J.  F. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  54.] 


No.  89  ) Letter  from  Afr.  Flamsteed  to  Afr.  J.  Hodgson. 

The  Observaloiy,  March  22,  1704-5. 

Sir, 

After  you  dealt  so  freely  with  me  yesterday,  1 believe  1 may  deal  as  irtely  with  you.  I 
shall  always  do  so:  for  there  is  nothing  can  prcscr\c  a man  from  injuries  by  deceitful  people,  but 
plain,  open  dealing;  and,  whatever  happens,  you  may  assure  yourself  the  uprightness  of  the  upright 
man  will  preserte  him. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Barber  is  in  with  Mr.  Churchill,  and  acquainted  with  their  managcntciK ; 
if  he  be,  I expect  he  will  not  send  me  any  s{»eclmens,  but  keep  them  by  him,  to  sltuw  Mr.  Newton 
first.  Mr.  Churchill  wiU  convey  them,  and  accompany  him,  and  he  shall  be  Mr.  Cburchiirs 
servant. 
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Blit  if  uot,  lie  will  deliver  them  to  you  tlus  morning;  you  will  Mud  them  to  me  at  hood  ; and  on 
Saturday  (God  willing),  1*11  coroe  to  London  again,  and  wait  on  Sir  Christopher,  and  Mr.  Roberta 
with  them,  as  Mr.  Newtou  advised  me  before  lie  went  to  Cambridge. 

1 think  to  be  very  plain  with  Mr.  Aston,  and  desire  that  he,  I,  and  Mr.  Churcliill  may  understand 
one  Hiiother  fully,  and  know  what  each  shall  advantage  themselves  by  my  jmins;  for  his  and  Mr. 
Churchill*s  will  be  little  or  nothing,  hut  to  accept  their  shares : aiul  thia  will  be  no  equal  bargain 
for  me,  that  must  be  at  all  the  labor  and  trouble  here,  unr  fur  Mr.  Newton,  who  tMnvca  us  the  lalmr 
of  soliciting  for  the  Prince’s  hounty  at  Court.  And,  therefore,  1 think  he  too  ought  to  lie  acquainted 
with  what  advantage  every  one  of  us  shall  make,  and  go  and  share  with  us.  1 shall  say  this  to  him 
when  he  returns  from  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Aston  said  something  about  piititlng  ouly  40  or  50  copies  for  presents,  on  the  best  paper, 
the  other  on  worse;  this  is  to  make  the  bookseller’s  and  partners*  gains  the  greater,  and  mine  the 
less ; and  deprive  the  work  of  a part  of  its  cre<lil,  and  tlie  Prince  with  the  undertakers,  Mr.  Newton, 
Sir  Christopher,  Mr.  Rol>ert«,  and  the  Drs.,  of  the  honor  and  reputation  of  a sumptuous  and  useful 
liook,  and  must  therefore  be  plainly  spoke  of  and  nbviatcil. 

I know  nothing  can  prevent  the  spoiling  the  book  at  the  press,  but  this  open  and  plun  dealing, 
f have  no  other  design,  but  to  have  it  printed  so  ns  may  be  for  the  honor  of  the  nation,  the  Queen, 
IMnce,  and  gentlemen  concerned ; and  to  secure  myself  an  honorable  reward  for  my  long  pains, 
patience,  and  great  expense,  wliich  it  will  be  much  for  their*s  and  the  natiun*a  honor  to  secure 
lieforc  we  go  to  the  press,  to,  Sir,  your  real  friend,  Ac. 

JoiTN  Fi.amsteed,  M.H. 

P.S.  Pray,  if  you  can,  step  to  Sir  Christopher  Wren's  to*uight,  give  him  my  service,  and  show  him 
tills.  I should  be  glad  to  meet  you  at  Ids  house  on  Saturday  morning,  by  0 o*clnck,  when  1 intend 
to  wail  on  him,  if  God  spare  me  health.  1 forgot  In  tell  you  above,  that  I find  the  Iwoksellcrs  are 
veiy  averse  to  printing  at  Greenwich,  though  the  printers  arc  willing  enough.  The  reason  is  plain  : 
at  London  they  can  print  what  copies  they  ]i!euse  more  than  they  agree  for,  and  they  will  be  sure 
to  sell  all  their's  off,  before  I can  sell  one  of  those  the  Prince  allows  me;  and  deprive  me  of  the 
wivantage  designed  roe.  Printing  at  Greenwich  would  both  prevent  errors,  end  such  practices. 

[Kxlractcd  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  58.) 


No.  ) Letter ftum  Mr.  Flnm-stoedto  — — 

The  Obwirvaloiy,  April  5,  1*105. 

Sir, 

Since  you  went  heiKC,  1 have  got  almost  30  sheets  of  my  observations  copied  for  the  pre^s  r 
1 shall  cause  the  bgures  lielonging  to  them  to  be  transcrilied  upon  a folded  sheet,  in  order,  if  you 
like  that  mellxxl  best,  to  Iiavc  them  engraved;  but  1 desire  to  discourse  with  you  again  about  them 
before  you  fully  resolve. 

1 liave  got  s^iccirocns  done  by  another  primer  as  they  ought  to  be,  which  i>hBll  be  left  at  your  bouse 
to  be  ready  for  you  at  your  return,  which,  I fear,  w'ill  be  delayed  by  the  Queen's  and  Ihince's  coming 
to  Cambridge  in  Easter  week.  I am  going  into  Surrey  on  Saturday  next,  but  hope,  God  afmring 

* Pfotisbly  sddr«8>ed  lo  Mr.  tlixlpon  F.  B. 
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me  health,  to  be  back  here  the  Wednesday  following  ; in  the  mean  time,  the  copies  go  on,  and  (Im; 
ciilculalion  work  U preparing,  that  there  may  be  no  stop  on  this  account. 

1 have  got  some  further  information  concerning  the  bookseller’s  and  printer's  practices.  I hnd 
the  latter  dare  nut  disoblige  the  funner;  and  that  the  paper  stationers  are  so  in  with  them,  that  1 
cannot  now  Icani  the  prices  uf  paper  from  them : which,  before  I had  to  do  with  a printer,  was  no 
dithculty.  I have  taken  another  course  to  be  informed,  and  therefore  desire  you  not  to  proceed  to  any 
agrceineiita  witlt  the  bookacUcr  till  I hare  waited  on  you  with  M r.  Roberta,  Sir  Christopher  Wren, 
that  we  may  take  the  best  way  to  save  the  l^ucc’s  bounty,  and  make  it  reach  as  far  as  we  can  ; for 
it  will  l>e  a terrible  reflect  ion  on  us,  if  we  aufler  a book^ller  to  devour  that  as  his  gains,  which  the 
Prince  designed  to  employ  for  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  the  Queen.  Good  success  in  your  affairs : 
liealth,  and  a happy  return,  is  heartily  wished  you  by,  Sir,  your  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

John  pLAStsTECD,  M.U. 

[This  not  sent,  he  returned  too  soon.] 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  .*i3,  page  60.] 


No.  91.)  Extract  of  a iett*r  from  J/r.  Fiamstced  to  Mr,  A. 

The  Observatory,  April  24,  1705. 

1 intend  by  the  same  conveyance  to  send  you,  with  tliem,  ArgolPs  Ephemerides  1 promised  you, 
and  Mr.  Shene's  book ; together  with  a few  printed  copies  of  my  estimate  of  the  number  of  pages 
iny  w'ork‘8,  when  printtMl,  will  contain ; whereby  you  will  see  what  you  arc  to  expect  from  me,  and 
may  inform  your  friends  that  are  ctiriout  of  the  same.  HTis  the  same  pai>cr  I drew  up  for  the  satis> 
faction  of  my  friends;  and  which  Mr.  Hudson,  by  God's  providence,  wiiliout  my  order  delivering  in 
at  the  buard  of  the  Royal  Society,  was  there  read ; and  occasioned  their  recommending  it  to  the 
IVince,  by  the  President  and  Council ; and  bis  taking  the  charge  of  printing  the  two  first  volumes  and 
catalogue  on  himself.  The  majm  of  the  constclUtlons  he  has  not  engaged  himself  in : but  these,  being 
the  most  sumptuous  and  uscfullcst  part  of  the  work,  I doubt  not  but  they  will  be  taken  care  of  in 
good  time : for  I am  fully  ])crsuadcd  that  the  good  Providence,  which  has  hitherto  governed  and 
guided  all  my  endeavours,  will  produce  them  all  to  the  public,  by  easy  methods,  in  his  good  time. 
Mr.  Newton  is  knighted  ; stands  for  parliament  man  at  Cambridge ; and  is  going  down  thither,  this 
day  or  U>-morTow,  in  order  to  his  election.  Tis  something  doubtful  whether  he  will  succeed  or  no,  by 
reason  he  put  in  too  late.  I expect  him  back  about  a fortnight  hence;  and,  within  a month  after,  we 
may  begin  to  print,  if  God  spare  me  life  and  health.  1 was  with  him  on  Saturday  lost  to  wish  him 
joy  of  his  honor ; he  was  more  than  usually  gay  and  cheerful : but  I well  perceived  the  same  tcrn|)cr 
that  I had  always  found  under  it;  and  therefore  took  care  to  be  no  more  open  than  formerly.  I 
dealt  plainly  and  unccrely  with  him  as  I used  to  do  ; ami  tins  keeps  me  always  safe : but  I take 
care  to  inform  him  no  further  of  my  business,  than  he  docs  me  of  bis,  or  necessity  requires,  since  he 
makes  such  uses  of  it  (when  I do)  ns  no  deserving  man  would  allow.  lie  will  see  his  error  in  a 
short  time,  and  be  the  firmer  friend  to  the  Obscn’atory  hereafter.  I pray  God  keep  you  in  peace 
and  health,  and  am  ever  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant. 

[Copied  from  the  original  lctU;r  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.} 
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No.  92.)  Lelter  from  Mr.  Castcell  to  Mr.  FtamUeetL 

Holywell,  in  Oxford,  May  8,  n05, 

Loviko  Friend, 

I have  been  negligent  in  writing  to  you,  not  for  want  of  affection,  but  partly  for 
want  of  matter,  and  partly  from  indispoaition  of  body,  which  makes  me  now  for  the  moat  part 
listless  to  those  studios  which  \ once  much  loved;  colic  pains  deprive  me  from  most  of  that  rest 
which  others  have  in  the  night,  and  which  refreshes  and  qiialihcs  tlicm  for  the  work  of  the  suc> 
ceeding  day. 

I am  glad  to  bear  of  the  lance's  noble  intention  to  print  your  works  at  his  own  charge,  and 
that  you  are  pleased  therewith.  I think  it  an  excellent  opportunity  of  preserving  your  papers  to 
posterity  in  your  own  name;  for  I have  formerly  thought,  with  Dr.  Wallis,  that  your  manuscripts 
being  upon  your  decease  lel^  to  your  widow,  or  some  other  relation,  they  would  be  sold  to  any  one 
that  would  give  most  for  them.  And  in  that  case  they  would  fall  into  the  French  King's  hands,  for 
that  nobody  would  bid  so  high  : and  then  the  French  astronomers  would  maim  your  observations, 
they  would  suppress  some,  and  print  others  of  yours  in  their  own  names.  Mr.  Halley  and  I agree 
very  well,  and  I have  known  him  begin  your  health  in  company  (wherein  I was)  as  my  friend.  He 
has  translated  from  the  .\rabic  a piece  of  Apollonius,  which  is  not  found  in  Greek : Dr.  Bernard 
began  the  translation,  but  finished  only  about  a tenth  part;  but  that  which  Dr.  Bernard  did  served 
as  a key  to  Mr.  Halley  to  go  on  with  the  rest,  the  whole  tract  being  to  effect  but  one  proposition 
w'ith  Us  cases.  I intend  to  go  to  London  some  time  this  ensuing  summer  if  God  permit,  and  then 
to  give  you  a short  visit.  Pray  let  us  renew  our  correspondence  ; I should  be  glad  to  hear  of  your 
welfare,  as  you  have  occasion  to  write  to 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

John  Caswell. 

[Copioi  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  'll.] 


No.  93.)  Extraei  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  May  21,  1105. 

As  for  my  lunar  tables,  I am  in  no  haste  of  them,  having  a copy  of  (hem  still  by  me  fur  my  own 
use  : so  (hat  if  you  retain  them  two  or  three  months,  it  will  be  ho  hinderance  to  me,  for  I fear  'twill 
l»c  more  than  so  long  time  before  I shall  have  n<^asion  to  set  my  servants  to  calculate  places  of  the 
moon,  for  further  examining  her  theory;  in  which  the  many  equations  need  not  fright  you.  I have 
contrivcil  the  tables  so  that  the  greater  are  taken  out  with  much  more  ease  than  formerly  : when 
you  are  used  to  them,  you  will  find  you  may  dispatch  a calculation  by  these  almost  as  soon  as  by  the 
old  tables,  and  with  something  more  certainty. 

Of  the  two  last  equationa  of  longitude,  the  first  may  be  rqccted : for  the  tables  always  agree 
belter  with  the  heavens,  when  'tie  omitted,  than  when  *tia  employed : but  the  other,  which  is  called 
the  parallactic  equation,  roust  be  retained ; but  I think  'tis  loo  smsll. 

Some  ten  years  agonc  Mr.  Newton  desired  me  to  impart  a table  of  refractions  to  him,  which  I had 
derived  from  my  observations  ; and  within  two  or  three  months  after,  sent  me  a table,  built  on  a 
theory  that  supposed  the  upper  regions  of  our  air  were  colder  than  that  part  of  our  atmosphere  ncarOic 
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earth,  and  the  refractions  consequently  greater  above  and  leva  near  nur  earth;  because  the  rays 
were  l>cnl  more  back  as  they  approached  the  earth  by  reason  of  the  increase  of  warmth.  This  I 
could  not  allow,  because  I conceive  the  refractions  of  warm  water  little  less  than  of  cold,  and  the  like 
of  warm  air : but,  what  swayed  more  with  me,  1 considered  our  air  near  the  earth  as  a compound  of 
various  sorts  of  vapors,  aqueous,  saline  and  others,  that  rendered  it  much  denser  near  us  than  at  a 
distance  : and  hence  concluded  that  at  o small  distance,  not  more  than  half  a mile  from  the  earth, 
tlie  rays  of  light  began  to  be  more  bent  by  it  than  they  are  in  the.  purer  upper  regions.  On  this 
theory  I built  the  table  of  refractions  I sent  you  ; which  differs  no  where  alwre  ^ of  a minute  from 
his ; and  answers  all  my  observed  refractions  as  wdl.  You  must  lay  the  faults  in  my  copy  of  it 
on  my  haste  and  spectacles ; and  correct  tiicm  as  in  the  margin. 

Mr.  Godolphin  and  Sir  Is.  Newton  are  not  chosen  at  Cambridge,  I hope  the  latter  is  returned 
and  (hat,  with  God's  blessing,  we  shall  begin  to  print  in  a short  time,  having  half  the  copy  of  my 
first  part  in  readiness ; that  is,  about  60  sheets  transcril>&l.  I pray  God  continue  your  health,  and 
am  ever.  Sir,  your  affectionate  frieml  and  servant. 

{Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  94.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  iVetchw  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Lfondon,  Jerro)!)  Street,  June  8,  1705. 

SlK, 

The  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  Prince  has  referred  your  matters,  arc  to  meet  at  iny  house  on 
Monday  neit,  at  twelve  o’clock ; and  Mr.  Churchill  being  rctume«l  to  London  will  be  one  of  the 
company.  Pray  do  me  the  favour  to  meet  us  at  the  time  appointed,  and  dine  with  me,  that  wc  may 
set  the  press  a going  as  soon  as  {Mwstblc.  I am  your  most  humble  servant, 

I*  Newton. 

[Copied  from  the  originad  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  51.] 


No.  95.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  June  12,  1705. 

Youra  of  the  4th  arrived  yesterday,  after  my  return  frem  London,  where  I dined  with  Sir  I.  Newum, 
to  put  the  press-work  forward  : he  does  not  act  so  openly  as  I expected  and  hoped ; but  I must  be 
content  to  let  things  go  at  present  as  they  will,  and  wait  an  opportunity  of  putting  them  in  better 
order,  as  it  shall  be  afforded  by  that  good  Providence  who  has  hitherto  ordered  all  my  affairs  : and  I 
do  not  fear  but  He  will  still  direct  them  for  the  best. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  posseasiun  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


* Tlut  is,  rttuftil  to  L(»nUtm.  F,  B. 
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No.  9G.)  LtUer  from  Mr,  FUiimteed  to  Mr.  J.  Ilxxigson. 

The  Ohoervaton',  June  19.  1705. 

Mr.  Hodgson, 

Prar  buy  me  a ream  of  the  same  (Gem>a  demy)  paper  on  which  tny  observatiima 
arc  to  Ihj  pritUed.  Carry  a quire  of  it  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  with  the  price  of  the  ream  wrote  on  it. 

him  know  there  U a much  worse  sort  with  the  tuunc  mark : that  sometimes  three  or  four  diflerent 
aorta  of  pa}>cr  arc  marked  alike,  and  tliat  1 scad  him  this  purposely  for  his  information,  and  to 
prevent  the  changing  of  the  paper. 

Acquaint  him,  further,  that  I think  it  might  be  oonvenient,  and  both  for  hia  advantage  and  the 
work’s,  tliat  the  undertaker  give  bond,  both  to  him  and  me,  jointly  fur  the  performance  of  what 
covenants  he  has  made  or  shall  make  with  htiii ; especially  that  he  will  not  print  more  than  four 
hundred  copies,  and  that  he  will  deliver  them  to  us,  and  our  executors  on  demand,  for  the 
Prince’s  use. 

Inquire  of  him  if  he  has  yet  taken  up  any  of  his  Royal  Highneas’s  money,  for  I shall  want  to  pay 
my  calculators  and  an  amanuensis,  in  a fortnight’s  time. 

Desire  him  to  send  me  my  old  Ptolemy,  with  the  chart  of  the  cnustellations  of  Orion  and  Pegasus, 
if  be  has  no  use  of  them ; and  let  him  know  that  if  he  wants  another  Ptolemy,  1 have  one  by  me  at 
his  service.  Put  the  charts  up  into  the  case,  that  they  may  not  be  rumpled  in  bringing ; and  let 
them  not  be  seen  by  any  body.  Let  him  know  that  1 intend  to  wait  on  him  at  his  own  boiuie  on 
Wednesday  morning  next,  or  Thursday,  with  10  or  12  sheets  of  copy  for  the  press,  if  God  spare  life 
and  health  to  his  obliged  servant,  and,  James,  Yours,  Slc. 

JoQN  Flamstseo. 

[Tins  not  delivered,  but  the  contents  intimated  to  him.] 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  61.] 


No.  97.)  Exiraei  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

'Hie  Observatory,  June  30,  1705. 

1 intcml  for  Buratow  a fortnight  hence,  or  within  3 weeks  at  farthest,  and  shall  be  here  very  pro- 
bably when  Mr.  Stanfield  comes  to  London.  I am  not  in  haste  for  your  calculations : you  may 
send  them  before  I go,  if  you  can  have  copied  from  them,  what  you  think  fit,  in  convenient  time.  If 
you  send  them  by  Mr.  Stanhcld,  I will  order  Mr.  Hodgann  to  receive  them  for  me  of  him  ; or  you 
may  send  them  by  the  carrier,  by  the  latter  end  of  August  or  iK^inning  of  September : for  now  that 
you  have  done  your  work,  I would  have  you  keep  iu  your  hands,  to  copy,  all  you  think  may  be  of 
use  to  you  hereafter,  at  your  best  leisure  and  convcniency. 

1 would  desire  you  to  compute  the  visible  places  of  the  moon  from  the  given  distances,  without 
any  correction  or  allowance,  save  that  neceasar)'  one  of  the  ’a  semidiameter ; which,  being  seldom 
observed,  you  may  lake  from  the  tabic  copied  at  the  foot  of  the  observations-  This  method  will  be 
the  fuircst  and  most  ingenious  ; for  1*  I impose  no  author’s  parallaxes  or  refractions  on  those  that 
have  a mind  to  employ  the  calculated  places.  2"  from  the  3)  *s  places  observed,  her  visible  zenith 
distance  may  be  calculati^,  and  the  parallactic  angle : from  the  first  of  these,  her  parallax  in  height, 
and  her  rcfnu:tion,  may  be  stated  by  every  author  as  he  pleases ; and  hence  the  diiTerence  will  be  the 
absolute  variation  of  the  })  *s  place  in  altitude,  whence,  the  parallactic  angle  given,  the  variations 
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in  longitude  and  latitude,  and  consequently  her  true  places  in  both,  will  l>e  had.  1 am  heartily  glad 
you  have  copied  my  lunar  numbers : you  will  now  have  it  in  your  power  to  compare  them  with  the 
heavens ; from  which  I found,  by  my  mural  arch,  they  sometimes  deviated  7 or  6 minutes.  I tried 
but  a dozen  of  observations,  and  a friend  of  mine  half  as  many ; perhaps  you  will  fmd  greater  errors. 
Pray  let  the  result  of  your  calculaiiuns  not  be  im(>arted  to  any  body  but  myself ; since  both  the  obser- 
vations and  numbers  ore  mine.  You  will  easily  guess  a further  reason : if  not,  I shall  give  you  otic 
at  better  leisure  : for  I intend,  God  willing,  to  write  to  you  again  before  I go  into  Surrey ; and  by 
that  time  I hope  I may  have  settled  my  affair  of  the  press.  My  hrst  volume  is  ready  copied,  ami  1 
siip)>06e  I may  have  something  more  to  the  pur{Hisc  to  inform  you  of  in  a few  days. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyinat  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  98.)  Exirtiet  of  a letter  from  Mr.  FUansteed  to  Mr.  A.  Shary. 

The  Observatory,  July  12,  1705. 

1 send  you  here  3 years'  further  observations  of  the  moon,  ready  set  for  calculation,  that  you  may 
not  fear  want  of  work  during  my  absence  at  Burstow.  I go  thither,  God  willing,  on  Saturday  next, 
and  shall  return  again  to  the  Observatory,  his  good  Providence  preserving  me,  about  5 weeks  hence. 
During  my  absence  I hope  to  prepare  all  the  real  of  the  lunar  observations,  taken  with  the  sextant, 
for  calculation  ; and  to  send  you  them  at  my  return.  I am  afraid  you  now  think  that  I throw-  this 
work  too  fast  into  your  hands  : I must  therefore  tell  you,  that  you  need  not  slave  yourself  fur  tliat, 
but  take  your  own  time,  and  go  on  with  them  as  your  health  and  circumstances  will  allow  you.  I 
make  baste  purposely  to  rid  this  work  olf  my  hands  that  I may  be  at  leisure  to  write  the  prefai^  to 
the  first  part  (which  will  be  a tToublcsome  work),  and  go  on  with  the  second  volume,  which  will 
require  a great  deal  of  my  own  pains,  and  such  work  as  1 cannot  trust  to  my  servants.  When  these 
calculations  are  over,  I shall  be  a whole  volume  beforehand  with  the  press,  except  Sir  1.  Newton  act 
more  vigorously  than  he  has  hitherto  done.  If  you  please,  now  you  have  my  lunar  tables  by  you, 
as  soon  as  you  have  gut  a cumpelent  number  of  the  *s  places  calculated  from  tlie  observations, 
you  may  compute  her  visible  places  from  the  tables  : whereby  you  will  soon  see  whether  these  mim- 
bers  represent  her  place  so  nearly  as  Mr.  Raymer  and  the  astronomical  professor  at  O.xford  boast, 
if  you  have  any,  please  to  let  me  know  the  result. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  poasession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  99.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Burstow,  July  25,  1705. 

I mid  you  Mr.  Halley  has  printed  an  investigation  of  the  periphery  of  the  circle  from  the  tangent 
of  30  degrees:  ’twill  be  out  in  a short  time  and  sent  you.  If  he  writes  anything  to  you  about  tlu: 
edition  of  my  works,  you  may  do  very  well  to  inform  me.  I have  not  changed  a word  of  what  I 
said  in  commendation  of  him  in  my  observations  from  1676  to  IC90.  I have  a many  proofs  by  me 
of  his  falsehood  and  lies,  but  I would  not  be  the  man  that  should  tell  the  w'orld  that  so  good  a 
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mathematician,  my  countryman  and  acquaintance,  was  so  ill  a man : and  if  he  force  me  not  to  it  I 
shall  be  the  last  man  that  ahall  publish  hia  faults.  I wish  I could  mahe  him  better,  I should  rejoice 
to  see  him  become  sincere  and  honest : I pray  Gotl  give  him  grace  to  see  his  follies  and  repent.  1 
hope  to  be  at  Greenwich  iMpiin,  God  sparing  me  life  and  health,  about  3 weeks  hence,  and  then  to 
send  you  about  60  observations  more  of  the  moon  ; which  will  finish  the  nbsen  ations  made  with 
the  sextant,  and  I shall  think  myself  very  happy  if  you  work  them  otT  before  winter. 

[Copied  from  the  oritjimU  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  100.)  Extract  of  a iHter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mt.  .S'Aarp. 

Burstow,  August  20,  1705. 

You  miuKt  let  me  be  Mr.  Hodgson's  advocate  with  you  : he  is  of  a very  mild  and  easy  temper,  so 
that  people  do  not  much  fear  putting  tricks  upon  him.  When  your  quadrature  of  the  circle  came  up, 
it  was  resolved  at  the  Royal  Society  that  it  should  be  printed,  and  he  was  spoke  to,  to  correct  the  press, 
as  1 rcinemlicr;  but  Mr.  Raymer,  seeing  it,  found  the  quadrature  might  be  performed  otherways  : 
the  secretary  of  the  Royal  Society  it  his  crony  ; delays  were  contrived ; his  is  printed,  to  make  a 
needful  (and  to  lUymcr)  a useful  noise ; yours  is  postponed.  Were  I in  your  case,  I would  forbid 
the  printing  yours,  which  must  now  appear  as  a consequence  of  his;  whereas  yours  preceded,  and 
gave  occasion  to  it.  I thank  you  for  your  plain  dealing  with  me.  in  your  answer  to  my  retjuest ; if 
hereafter  either  Rajmer  himself,  or  any  friend  of  his,  writes  to  you  to  know  what  you  have  done  on 
my  account,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  me  of  it;  and  return  them  a very  civil  insignificant  answer, 
such  as  in  your  discretion  you  think  fit:  for  I expect  you  will  be  soliciterl  ere  long.  I would  make 
no  enemies  if  I can  avoid  it ; and,  to  prevent  it,  I have  given  you  this  advice  beforehand. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  posseasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  lOl.)  Extracts  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  OhservRtnrj’,  August  26,  1705. 

Yours  of  .Aug.  3 came  to  Burstow  cm  the  IQtli : I sent  you  an  answer  to  it,  on  21st  from  Rygaic, 
which  1 ho|>c  you  have.  If  my  friend  were  careless  and  has  not  sent  it,  please  to  let  me  know  it. 

1 have  the  minutes  of  my  answ'cr  by  me,  and  can  soon  copy  them.  Mr.  Hodgson  received  my  tables ; 
and  your  calculations,  safe  included,  came  to  my  hand  by  his  on  Tuesday  the  2.3rd.  I ara  much 
obliged  to  you  fur  them,  and  a great  deal  in  your  debt.  I shall  endeavour  to  satisfy  you  for  your 
pains  very  shortly  ; but  I fear  I shall  nut  have  leisure  yet,  for  some  time,  to  compare  yours  with  Mr. 
Witty*B  calculations : whenever  I do,  it  will  be  a heavy  work ; and  I shall  send  you  an  account  of 
the  errors  we  find  in  yours,  that  you  may  have  the  nioun's  place  confirmed  by  two  distinct  calcula- 
tions, to  compare  with  the  tables  of  mine  you  have  copied. 

I oltaerrcd  the  moon’s  diameters  very  rarely  in  the  years  1680,  82, 83,  and  aftcrwartls  ; by  rcasoit 
1 found  that,  allowing  corr«:tioii8  of  them  according  to  my  24th  and  25th  tables,  they  would  be 
represented  well  enough.  I think  I told  you  formerly  I made  use  of  the  Tychonic  places  of  the 
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muon  in  Ai^olua*»  cpKemcridcs.  1 eslcm  them  the  best  \ but  an  error  of  half  a minute  in  (he 
]» *8  diameter  1 regard  not  much,  for  it  can  make  no  more  than  4 of  a minute’s  error  in  her  place ; 
and  I dare  nut  say  the  places  of  the  fixed  sturs,  or  any  measured  distance,  are  certain  to  less  than  a 
quarter  of  a minute.  1 wisli  1 was  sure  of  no  greater  error  in  either  of  these. 

All  these  faults  \ have  corrected  in  my  books  and  copies  for  the  press ; and  this  is  one  of  the 
advantages  I cx{»ectcd  aud  designed  to  reap  by  these  calculations,  but  the  least : the  chief  being  to 
have  such  a stock  of  observed  places,  ready  to  comj)are  writh  ajjy  theories  or  tables  as  were  never  had 
before,  eitlier  fur  number  or  exactness,  in  order  to  discover  the  laws  of  the  planets’  motions  and  cor- 
rect the  theories  and  tables.  And  now,  through  God’s  blessing  on  my  endeavours,  I have  the  end  of 
my  labors  fairly  in  my  view  ; and  i hope,  yea  I doubt  not,  but  he  will  give  me  life  and  strength,  and 
afford  me  means  both  to  accomplish  and  publish  them,  to  his  glory  ; which  shall  ever  be  the  chief 
end  of  all  my  labors. 

Sir  Christopher  Wren  is  gone  down  to  Winchester  to  view  the  buildings  there  which  the  Queen 
has  a mind  to  finish:  he  will  nut  be  in  town  again  these  ten  days.  After  his  return,  we  shall  con- 
clude about  printing : he  is  a very  sincere  honest  man  ; I find  him  so,  and  i*erhap9  the  only  honest 
]>crBon  1 have  to  deal  with.  As  soon  as  we  conclude  you  shall  hear  further. 

[C<»pied  from  the  oritjinaJ  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mre.  Giles.] 


No.  102.)  [Paper  of  .yfemoranda  retating  io  the  .^faster  of  tKe  3fmt,  for  Sir  C.  IfVen  ] 

Mr.  Hailey  has  set  the  Master  of  the  Mint  at  distance  from  me  by  false  suggesUons  : a base- 
prejudice  to  my  Work.  1 have  had  no  opportunity  of  preventing  him,  by  reason  of  my  living  so 
far  from  London,  coming  rarely  thither  but  upon  business,  much  employment  at  home,  indifferent 
health,  and  further  I catcemed  him  a wise  man,  that  would  not  easily  be  {tossessed  with  suggestions, 
and  thought  the  many  communications  I had  made  of  my  labours  would  not  easily  lie  forgot.  Or  if 
he  plcascfl  to  call  it  to  mind,  my  open  and  plain  behaviour  would  justify  me  ^inst  such  triflers  and 
sycophants,  who  have  used  him  as  ill  as  they  have  done  me  sometimes  when  it  might  serve  their 
interest,  ami  when  they  thought  themselves  served,  and  that  it  might  turn  to  their  advantage. 
Entreat  him  for  the  future  to  do  by  me  os  I have  done  by  Kim,  and  reject  all  their  imputatiom'  till 
proved;  or  acquaint  me  with  them,  tliat  I may  answer  them. 

I am  ready  to  assist  him,  hut  the  Obierratirms  ought  to  be  frst  printeii^  the  Cotalogrie  of  the 
_/Sjrer/  Stars  next,  then  his  Theories,  grounded  on  his  principles,  and  then  together,  and  afterwards 
the  Taides  far  ceUculating  the  Planets*  places,  grounded  on  those  theories,  by  any  that  will  be  at  the 
pains  to  make  them.  The  Observatory  having  supplied  him  with  materials  for  the  discovery  of  Ids 
theories,  *tis  fit  the  honor  of  hit  Majesty  and  the  nation  (at  whose  expense  and  for  whose  use  it  was 
built),  should  be  first  regarded,  our  own  afterwards:  any  other  mcthotl  will  only  tend  to  Mr. 
Newton’s  dishonor,  anil  deprive  me  of  the  recompense  I may  justly  claim  for  doing  that  which  is 
not  done  elsewhere,  and  it  is  not  probable  will  lie  again  attempted  either  in  our  own  or  neighbour 
nations. 

I shall  be  at  more  leisure  hereafter,  if  God  spare  me  health,  than  I have  been  these  dozen  yean, 
and  shall  not  fail  to  attend  him  oftencr.  Only  1 desire  him  to  have  palienre  till  I can  have 
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completed  the  catalogue,  and  made  my  works  fit  for  the  public,  which  will  refjuire  help  (that  he 
may  be  iiietrumcntal  in  prucuring),  and  he  shall  command  anything  that  may  be  useful  to  him, 
even  before  it  has  passed  the  press,  out  of  it. 

Were  it  understood  what  time  and  pains  arc  required  to  gain  the  observations  necessary  for  a 
catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  the  trouble  of  calculations  afterwards,  and  the  vast  labor  in  them  for 
deducing  their  places  from  the  oliscrvatious,  and  dressing  them  up  into  a frame  fit  for  the  view  of 
tlie  public,  they  would  not  betray  their  own  ignorance  by  askh^  why  I do  not  print : but  rather 
inquire  how  far  I had  gone  in  Uic  work,  and  take  care,  if  tlicy  know  the  importance  of  U,  to  procure 
me  help  to  finish  it.  They  may  as  well  ask  why  St.  Paul’s  is  not  finished. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  p.  139.] 


No.  103.)  Mr.  Flamsltcil^i  Re^tions  m fas  situation. 

Aug.  29,  n05. 

’Tisvery  hard,  'tis  extremely  unjust,  that  all  imaginable  care  should  be  taken  to  secure  a certain 
profit  to  a bookseller,  and  his  partners,  out  of  my  pains,  and  none  taken  to  secure  me  the  rc-imburse- 
ment  of  my  large  expenses  in  carrying  on  my  work  alx>ve  .30  years. 

*Tis  a great  dishonor  to  the  Queen,  his  Royal  Highness,  ami  the  nation,  that  no  reward  it  prnposttd 
for  so  long,  diflkult,  and  laborious  a work : and  that  the  small  one  I might  justly  expect  is  cast  upon 
those  that  have  had  no  part  in  the  labour  and  expense,  nor  hazarded  their  health,  nor  felt  my  severe 
pains  of  the  stone  and  other  distempers,  caused  by  my  night  watches  ajid  day  studies.  My  instru- 
ments arc  my  own ; my  assistance  has  been  hired  at  my  own  charge.  Impius  hiec  tarn  cults 
novalia."  My  copy  is  my  own ; I am  ready  to  deliver  it  to  the  press  on  just  and  reaMuiablu  condi- 
tions : it  concerns  nthers  to  make  them  honorable,  but  I am  weak.  They  must  nuike  Ivaste  and  do 
those  things  which  may  make  me  easy,  if  they  intend  to  preserve  my  lalxurs. 

J . h . 

[(}o|ucd  from  the  criginal  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  55.] 


No.  104. ) Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Shary. 

The  Observatory,  Sept.  11,  nU5. 

I have  examined  the  observation  of  the  distance  betwixt «/  SerpentU  and  /S  Capriconii,  which  you 
calculated  from  the  stars*  places  to  be  31®  42'  1",  Witty,  31®  42'  12",  in  my  first  bonk  of 
Obscn'atioDS ; and  find  no  reason  to  imagine  any  error  in  numbering  the  distance  by  the  diagonals, 
because  the  revolves  of  the  screw  gave  the  same.  So  that  I rather  conclude  my  servant  Smith,  who 
assisted  me  then,  and  took  Capricomi  iu  the  fixed  telescope,  being  short-sighted,  mistook  the  star 
in  that  obserratiun,  and  took  some  other  of  the  bright  ones  near  it;  which  he  was  apt  to  do  when  I 
took  not  care  to  prevent  his  mistake.  But  it  signifies  not  much,  for  wlien  the  moon  was  observed 
that  night,  I had  the  star  in  the  moveable  index  myself,  and  in  the  cross  distance  be  had  the  numn, 
in  which  there  was  no  danger  of  mistake.  Tliis  refers  to  an  omission  in  my  letter  of  Aug.  20,  from 
Bumow,  where  an  answer  to  it  was  omitted  till  my  return  hither. 

i must  also  beg  you  to  excuse  me  for  some  misinformation  1 gave  you  in  (he  same  letter.  1 hiar 
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Mr.  Halley’s  tiuadraiure  of  the  circle  will  not  be  printed  in  the  Transactions,  as  I wrote  to  you ; but 
with  the  new  book  of  Logaritluns.  Youra  was  forgot  or  mislaid,  ignorantly,  no  doubt,  and  I am 
told  will  be  published  in  the  Transactions : the  rest  you  will  believe  as  you  see  reason. 

The  inspector*  of  roy  works  make  no  haste  to  forward  the  edition  of  them;  but  all  possible  care 
ia  taken  to  secure  a private  advantage  to  a courtier : but  1 must  not  complain  at  present.  The 
Court  will,  ere  long,  return  to  London,  and  you  shall  liear  more. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  p<»s8es*ion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No,  105.)  LeUerfrom  Sir  /war  AVic/£w»  to  Mr,  Flanutefd. 

Jermyn  Street,  in  St.  Jamea's,  Sept  1*1,  1705. 

Sir, 

You  have  now  lieen  I think  above  a fortnight  in  town,  and  no  step  yet  made  towards 
putting  your  papers  into  the  press : and  now  Mr.  Churchill  is  going  out  of  town  for  a furto^tht. 
But,  however,  he  has  left  matters  with  his  brother  till  his  return ; so  that  your  papers  may  go  into 
the  press  as  soon  as  you  please.  If  you  stick  at  anything,  pray  give  Sir  Chr.  Wren  and  me  a 
meeting  as  soon  as  you  can  conveniently,  that  what  you  stick  at  may  be  removed. 

I am,  your  humble  servant, 

!*•  Newton. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  49.] 


No.  106.)  Extract  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Scplcm.  2.5,  1705- 

I am  glad  you  have  hnishi^  all  the  lunar  calculations.  The  way  you  propose,  of  putting  them 
into  my  hands,  is  both  the  easiest  and  safest  that  can  be : therefore  pray  make  use  of  it.  For, 
shiKild  I send  my  servant  to  receive  them,  ’tis  not  improbable  (but  as  most  servants  do)  he  may 
mind  his  own  business  more  than  hia  master’s;  and  so  miss  the  carrier:  and,  should  the  carrier 
neglect  his  business,  they  may  be  received  fiom  the  porter  at  the  inn,  w'hen  he  ia  returned  home.  I 
have  one  favor  to  beg  of  you  ; that  you  would  please  to  let  me  know  how  many  of  these  calculations 
of  the  > or  planets*  places  from  two  cron  distances  you  commonly  dispatch  in  a day,  when  you  are 
not  hindered  by  other  business  : it  will  be  no  detriment  to  you,  and  an  advantage  to  me.  Pray  also 
let  me  know  now  what  I am  in  your  debt  fur  your  obliging  assistance  in  this  business;  that  1 may 
take  care  to  pay  you  before  I engage  myself  deeper. 

The  calculations  hitherto  have  been  very  perplexed,  troublesome,  and  so  intricate  that  it  was 
morally  impossible  to  avoid  mistakes.  I know  you  to  he  as  expert  at  numbers,  and  as  intent  on  the 
work,  as  any  man  ; yet,  having  com]mrcd  your  calculations  of  the  moon's  places  received  with  Mr> 
Witty's,  there  arc  sometimes  great  differences,  often  small  ones  no  less  difScult  to  rectify  than  larger. 
Mr.  Witty  was  afraid,  when  1 produced  yours  to  compare  with  his,  that  only  his  would  have  Wen 
found  faulty  ; but  he  recovered  himself  when  he  saw  that  you  could  commit  small  mistakes  as  well  as 
he.  We  have  gone  through  with  all  the  observations  of  the  moon  you  have  returned ; and  to  the  year 
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1681  in  Saturn  : and  I have  entered  the  place*,  deduced  from  both  the  calciilationa,  with  the  dia- 
tancea  whence  they  were  derived,  in  tables.  If  you  have  kept  any  copies  of  tlic  6rat  calculations  by 
you,  I could  point  you  to  the  places  in  them  where  your  oveniighLs  are  oommitted  : but  this  would 
be  a ereat  trouble,  and  therefore,  if  you  please,  I should  rather  choose  to  send  you  copies  of  tables 
in  which  I have  drawn  up  and  cuinparcd  them.  My  man  Thomas  Weston  is  pretty  well  recovered 
and  has  had  no  fits  this  3 weeks ; so  tliat  now  1 dare  put  businrsa  upon  him  again.  He  writes  very 
close  when  desired.  I can  cause  him  to  copy  them  as  finished ; and  (if  you  desire  it  shtmid  be  wi) 
he  shall  transcribe  them  the  next  post  after  that  I have  got  so  many  as  will  fill  a sheet,  and  send 
them  to  you. 

I forgot  before  to  rcqitest  you  to  let  me  know  wliat  charge  1 have  put  you  to  by  post  letters  or  car* 
liage,  that  I may  also  repay  you.  The  examining  of  the  lunar  caleulalions  yet  behind  in  your 
hands,  and  the  other  planets,  will  take  up  some  time.  1 must  stop  here  to  dear  these  calculations 
of  faults,  and  fix  the  planets'  places  true  : as  soon  as  these  arc  over  I have  a greater  number  of  the 
muon's  visible  places  to  be  computed  from  the  olwcrvatious  made  with  the  mural  arch  ; but  they  will 
he  much  easier  to  manage  by  the  help  of  some  tables  I have  m»le  for  that  purjiuse  ; of  which  I 
shall  send  you  a copy  in  good  time,  and  two  simple  proportions  are  all  aAcrwards  that  will  be  re* 
quired  to  give  the  moon's  visible  place. 

But  my  work  meets  with  obstacle* : a gentleman,  whom  you  know  very  well*,  that  used  formerly 
to  shelter  himself  with  me  at  the  Obsen  atory,  and  is  frequently  in  attendance  at  Court,  pretends  to 
oblige  us  with  naming  a bookseller  to  undertake  the  printing  of  my  works  ; who  is  such  an  one  as 
will  divide  the  gains  with  him,  aid  leave  me  nothing  but  the  bare  honor  of  having  obliged  (he  world 
With  them,  after  30  years’  pains  and  above  i?2000  expenses  more  than  ray  a{)pointmcnts.  Sir  1. 
Newton  minds  nothing  but  his  own  ]iarticular  ends  ; 1 hope  to  weather  all,  through  GtxTs  assistance 
and  blessing,  with  a little  delay,  which  will  be  no  loss  of  lime  : for,  in  the  interim,  I am  carrying 
on  my  business  as  fast  as  I can  ; but  all  at  my  own  chai^,  having  not  had  a penny  allowed  me  yet, 
though  I had  hopes  given  me  of  competent  allowunces  for  help  both  of  an  amanueusts  aud  for  edeu* 
lations.  I bless  God  for  it,  I have  done  what  I thought  was  my  duty  studiously,  and  I will  never 
distrust  his  Providence,  nor  fear  but  he  will,  in  his  good  time,  give  an  happy  inuc,  with  desired 
success,  to  all  my  endeavours. 

Sir  I.  Newton  would  have  the  great  catalogue  printed  without  the  maps.  I cannot  consent  to  an 
sneaking  a proposition,  lie  pretends  to  save  charges  by  it.  His  Royal  Highness  is  able  and  willing 
to  bear  them,  for  ought  I hear  to  the  contrary.  I shall  tell  you  more  in  a short  time.  I am  often  ill 
since  I came  out  of  tlie  country  : Goti  keep  you  in  health. 

About  30  sheets  of  the  2nd  volume  arc  copied,  but  they  want  to  be  examined,  and  to  have  iho 
last  volume  (of  zenith  distances)  filled  up  with  my  own  hand.  Whilst  we  arc  doing  this,  you  will 
have  lime  to  compare  some  of  the  moon’s  observed  visible  place*  with  the  J»  *s  ubics  , whereby  you 
will  see  how  near  they  agree  with  the  heavens. 

[Copied  from  the  orijpnai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.} 

* In  th«  draft  of  tkU  letter,  preserved  iu  Flamsteed's  Letter  Book  (MSS.  vol.  33.  64),  this  geDtleman  u 

«ut«d  to  be  Mr.  F.  Aston.  F.  B. 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Obscpratory,  Oct.  9,  1705, 

SlR» 

I would  not  have  wrote  tn  you  till  I had  received  the  lunar  calculations  remaining,  (which 
I expect  on  Thursday  or  Friday  next,)  but  that  yours  tells  me  you  ex|)ect  a catalogue  of  your  mis- 
takes by  that.  Truly,  my  friend,  1 do  not  intend  to  send  you  so  uncomfortable  a sight ; but  in  the 
room  of  it,  I shall  (as  I prouieed  you  in  my  last)  send  you  a catalogue  of  the  places  calculated 
both  by  you  aud  Mr.  Witty ; for  I have  caused  him  (who  has  committed  as  many,  or  more,  material 
faults  as  you)  to  correct  them,  where  the  difference  between  you  was  enormous;  where  it  was  but 
■mall,  I have  passed  it  as  of  no  moment. 

I have  been  frequently  ill  since  my  return  out  of  Surrey,  which  has  been  a great  hinderance  to  me ; 
and  have  luul  continual  employment  for  my  servant ; so  that  I have  neither  had  leisui^  myself  to 
direct,  nor  for  my  servant  to  transcribe  for  you:  but  before  the  week  l)e  run  out,  I ho|}C  to  set  him 
to  work  on  a transcript ; and  by  the  latter  end  of  the  next  week,  to  put  it  into  your  hands.  In  the 
mean  time  pray  be  not  so  much  concerned  about  your  mistakes.  1 assure  you  that  many  of  them 
are  such  as  you  woidd  wonder  at : in  the  easiest  things,  as  in  addmg  the  two  iiscfullcst  angles  together, 
you  have  sometimes  made  them  a degree  too  much  or  too  little,  l>y  carrying  a degree  where  you  ought 
not,  or  omitting  to  carry  it  where  needful.  This  is  only  an  argument  of  human  frailty,  and  shows 
that  there  is  no  trtisling  to  a single  calculation  in  things  of  this  nature ; though  we  may  safely  trust 
a single  one  in  making  of  tables,  where  the  regular  change  of  the  difference  shows  the  work  well 
done,  and  an  irregular  one  an  error ; as  you  well  observed  when  you  calculated  some  tables  fur  me 
formerly. 

Mr.  Witty  has  made  more  faults  than  you ; which,  by  the  help  of  yours,  he  has  corrected  ; and 
he  has  commonly  made  them  as  you  did,  where  he  was  most  secure.  Why  should  I trouble  you  to 
repeat  any  calculation,  which  he  has  made  true  by  repeating  it  already  ? but,  when  you  have  the 
result  of  his,  you  may  do  as  you  please.  I do  not  find  hut  in  taxing  of  the  moon*s  diameter,  he  has 
nearly  agreed  with  you ; that  you  may  sec  it,  I shall  give  you  his  in  tlte  traufcript,  and  a small 
example  at  present : “ 1678,  Oct  19,  was  an  eclipse  of  the  J : Mr.  Halley  was  here  with  me  to  help 
**  to  observe  it:  at  ll**  O'  8"  wc  took  J limb.  rcm.  k lucida  rr*  12®  9'  25'',  and  her  nearest  a 
**  lucida  Pleiadum  17®34'25".”  Here  you  both  allow  16'25"  for  the  moon’s  semidiameter : whence 
the  distance  of  her  centre  is  k lucida  Pleiadum  17®  50'  50",  h lucida  <V>  11®  ,53'.  I luul  giveo 
you  the  first  in  my  last  observations  17®  18',  as  you  make  it:  but  you  must  amend  it,  and  may 
repeat  the  calculation  if  you  please:  for  my  assistant,  to  8|M>il  the  Observation,  had  caused  me 
to  write  rem  : for  prox ; in  the  dist  & Incid.  Pleiadum  : and  ( may  tell  it  you  freely,  that  since  I 
have  come  to  examine  the  observations  made  here  by  him,  in  my  com{}any  or  absence,  1 generally  find 
them  either  deheient  or  incumbered  with  some  mistake,  which  I can  not  think  ignorantly  committed. 
Last  night  I calculated  the  Ji 's  place  from  these  distances  correct ; and  find  it  ti  8®  16' 25",  lat. 
A.  0®  46'  16";  but  I fear  a fault  in  the  calculation.  In  the  calculation  of  the  moon’s  place  from 
these  stars,  though  you  bad  stated  the  J *s  distance  ^ Pleiadum  lucida  17®  18'  1",  yet,  in  your 
work,  in  the  very  next  line,  you  wrote  twice  17®  8'  1",  and  so  use  it:  a plain  oversight,  but 
excusable  by  those  who  are  versed  in  calculations,  and  find  they  cannot  always  look  about  them 
ns  they  ought. 

Be  not  discouraged  at  this  in  the  least ; our  nature  is  such  that  ’tis  morally  impossible  to  avoid 
these  easy  mistakes,  nor  is  there  any  way  that  I know  of  to  discover  and  remedy  them,  but  that  I 

2K 


j'll’l'tSDix  tn  Flumtieetfs  lli»luri/. 


[\o.  107. 


•>r>« 

have  always  taken,  hy  cmployin}t:  twn  cakuiatnrs  at  a dmlanre,  patiently  comparing  ihctr  work,  and 
fcpeating  the  faulty  calculatiuii ; and  the  certainly  of  the  work,  on  the  repetition,  U to  me  a suJUcicnt 
recumjMMiMi  for  the  double  labor  of  calculation. 

1 uae  not  to  tell  you  public  news,  hut  having  »]>arc  rtMun  I will  now  give  you  aome.  We  were 
long  fearful  that  the  English  forces  would  return  from  Spain,  withrmi  doing  much  ; hut  our  last 
news  makes  us  not  doubt  but  that  Barcelona  is  taken : some  say  the  Spanish  nobility  begin  to 
come  in  to  King  Cliarles;  and  we  hope  a good  issue  to  this  ex(»e<litiun. 

I am  told  Mr.  Ditton’s  book  of  Fluj'inns  is  finished,  and  will  be  published  the  approaching  term  : 
if  you  desire  it,  1 shall  scud  you  one  of  them  when  out. 

Some  experiments  have  been  made  of  producing  light  hy  violently  shaking  the  mercurv  in  the 
Torricellian  tiiU' : they  succeed  as  well  when  the  tube  has  the  common  air  in  it,  as  in  a void ; nay 
even  ill  compressed  mr.  1 have  moved  to  have  it  tried  whether  the  light  or  dame  would  fire  gun- 
(mwdtr ; whether  it  has  been  tried  or  not  I do  not  yet  hear. 

1 have  one  thing  more  to  add : that  though  the  edition  of  my  work  should  not  go  forwanl  at  pre- 
iMMit,  yet  I sIulU,  with  God's  assistance,  go  on  to  prejmre  all  things  for  the  press,  as  if  it  should  ; 
and  therefore  your  assistance,  in  a great  many  thing*,  will  be  useful  and  neerssary  to  me ; and 
though  I cannot  afford  to  }»ay  you  out  of  my  own  pocket,  as  [ might  do  out  of  the  public,  yet  I shall 
always  endeavor  to  make  you  such  recompenses  as  I can  afford,  and  endeavor  on  all  occasions  to 
serve  you.  Sir  I.  Newton,  I much  fear,  minds  nothing  hut  his  own  ends;  he  will  lose  what  he 
designs  to  gain  hy  his  selfishncM  l.«('t  what  will  happen,  I shall  ever  be, 

Sir.  your  obliged  and  thankful  friend, 

John  Flamktkkd,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  nri^nai  letter  in  the  pfmscssion  of  Mm.  Giles.] 


No.  108.)  from  Mr.  io  j'ifr.  A.  Sharp. 

T'he  Olwrrvatory,  Oct.  18,  HO.*!. 

Kikd  Sir, 

1 send  you  hcrewitli  the  places  of  f7,l^,and  calculated  by  Mr.  Witty  from  my 
uliecrvations : your  own  you  have  by  you.  When  there  was  any  fault  in  his,  1 caused  him  to  repeat 
the  calculation ; so  that  1 think  you  may  rely  u|H>n  them ; hut  I will  not  be  confident,  because  T 
am  very  sensible  to  what  circumstances  of  fallibility  mortality  subjects  us.  I had  caused  him  to 
correct  the  observations  of  $ and  ^ , hy  refractions,  and  calculate  their  places  from  the  distaiict^ 
so  corrected:  but,  when  I came  to  comjMtre  them  with  ymirs,  I found  so  much  dilTcrence  in  the  judg- 
menU  about  refractions,  as  made  Ccmsidcrable  difference  in  tlic  longitudes  and  latitudes  (hence  de> 
ducetl ; and  therefore  1 thought  it  best  to  do,  as  I had  done  m the  moon,  aiul  caused  him  to  calculate 
their  places  from  the  simple  distances,  uncorrcct  by  refractions,  that  so  every  one,  that  has  a miud  to 
have  the  true  places,  may  allow  for  refractions  (as  is  to  be  doue  in  the  moon  for  parallaxes  am] 
refractions  both)  according  to  his  own  judgment.  This  is  the  most  ingenuous  way,  and  the  safest  ; 
for  I had  mtlicr  another  should  have  cause  to  blame  his  neighbour's  or  author's  judgment  than  mine. 

! have  entered  on  the  examination  of  the  moon’s  places  calculated  by  you  both,  and  find  fewer 
material  errors  than  I expected;  some  slips  of  yours  1 have  easily  correct^,  others  1 cause  to  lie 
determined  by  Mr.  Witty.  Tia  a great  advantage  to  me  to  have  your  original  calculations  before 
me  ; for,  by  comparing  Uicm  with  his  originals,  the  fault  in  eitlier  of  them  is  soon  discovered ; which 
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othcPK'ays  wo\ilil  ctwt  a va«t  deal  of  trouble.  You  ahull  have  a copy  of  tlicm,  with  my  first  leisure 
after  1 have  gone  through  them  all,  which  1 cannot  promise  will  be  very  8{ieedily»  by  reanoii  1 have 
aeut  the  Br»t  aheel  of  my  oheervaliona  made  here  to  the  presa  this  week ; and  on  Monday  nest  am 
to  meet  my  inapectors,  to  agree  how  to  carry  on  the  {>rcss-work.  I fear  I shall  have  a great  deal  of 
trouble ; but,  if  God  spares  roe  health  and  vouchsafes  me  his  blessing,  I hope  to  get  to  my  intent  in 
good  time,  and  with  the  greater  case : for  this  long  delny  has  given  me  an  opportunity  to  put  all 
things  into  good  order.  My  only  grief  is,  that  the  uarruw  souls  of  my  inspectors  will  not  aOurd  me, 
I fear,  such  allowances,  fur  those  who  have  assisted  roe,  as  1 dcsigneil  them.  I shall  however  make 
you  such  an  acknowledgment  as  1 can  afford,  hoping  fur  a time  when  I may  enlarge  it  lam  sorry 
you  should  think  I design  to  find  you  no  more  employment  I have  by  me  the  mucli  greatest  pert 
of  ray  lunar  observations,  taken  with  the  mural  arc,  to  calculate,  or  indeed  all  of  llicm  : for,  having 
assumed  parallaxes  and  refractions  according  to  niy  own  theories,  others  may  not  admit  them,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  more  ingenuous  and  projicr  to  give  the  simple  visible  places  of  the  meridional 
moon*8  centre,  and  leave  such  authors  as  have  a mind  to  employ  them  to  make  use  of  such  paral- 
laxes and  refractions  as  they  think  most  just  to  derive  the  true  from  them.  In  this  work  f would 
employ  you,  if  1 liad  a competent  allowance  fur  you : but  till  1 have  one,  1 shall  not  move  it  to  you, 
nor  suffer  you  to  do  it,  however  ready  you  might  Ik  to  oblige. 

Sir,  your  sincere  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

JoH.N  Fl  AHSTBED,  M.  R. 

[Copied  frtim  the  nriffiruU  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  109.)  Leitf^  frfmt  Mr.  Flamsleffi  to  Mr.  A.  SJiarp. 

The  Obscrvatoiy,  Oct.  2fi,  1 705. 

Kind  Sia, 

1 have  just  now  received  yours  the  23rd  instant : the  six  sheets  of  calculationa,  you  arc 
in  pain  for,  came  very  safe  to  my  hands,  as  did  also  your  letter  of  October  1,  which  1 answered  the 
9lh  instant;  and  therein  designed  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  receipt  of  ynur  calculations.  How 
1 came  to  forget  it  1 cannot  tell ; you  must  pardon  this  fault  of  my  mcmoiy  ; as  my  years  increase 
it  grows  weaker,  and  1 am  apt  to  forget ; exLCUse  me  this  fault,  I will  endeavur  to  avoid  it  for  the 
future. 

I exainiiied  the  first  of  your  calculations  myself ; Mr.  Witty,  with  my  help,  the  most  of  the  9 
sheets  that  followed  them,  lie  has  the  rest  now  under  his  hands:  as  wc  find  any  mistakes  or  errors 
committed,  I cause  the  calculation  to  be  repeated  by  bim.  It  will  be  a ncciUess  trouble  for  you  to 
refteat  those  wherein  you  have  erred.  You  shall  liave  the  result  of  the  examinations  and  corrections 
of  the  > ’s  places  sent  you,  as  you  have  already  had  of  the  superior  planets;  which  will  save  you 
ail  your  designed  labor.  If  you  want  extracts  of  any  of  my  uWrvatiuns,  nr  your  own,  or  his  cal- 
eulatinns,  pray  let  me  know  it.  I am  bound  in  gratitude  to  furnish  you  with  them  ; and  therefore 
as  soon  us  you  let  me  know  what  it  is  you  want,  I shall  order  it  to  be  transcribed  and  sent  you. 

You  seem  too  much  concerned  for  tlic  mistakes  you  have  committed:  I am  glad  that,  at  this 
distance,  you  cannot  sec  them.  I shall  never  remit  them  to  you,  but  1 have  told  you  formerly  that 
Mr.  Witty's  are  not  fewer  nor  less  material ; and  I know  uu  privilege  God  hus  given  any  of  us 
whereby  we  may  pretend  to  be  free  from  error.  Be  not  concerned : all  the  faults  in  youis,  ami  his 
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calculations  shall  )>e  corrected,  and  the  result  sent  you;  and  If  you  doubt  any,  you  have  liberty  to 
try  them  over  again. 

You  complain  that  there  is  some  difference  betwixt  the  times  of  the  observations  sent  you  in  my 
first,  and  in  the  last  synopsis  of  them  ; it  may  be  so,  but  the  last  arc  to  be  only  relied  on  ; for  I 
made  a review,  when  I Mt  Mr.  Witty  to  work,  and  found  reason  to  alter  some  of  them;  though  the 
fault  cannot  be  great,  take  which  times  you  please ; tlie  motion  of  the  superior  planets  is  so  slow,  it 
makes  no  sensible  error.  When  you  have  the  mtam's,  you  will  find  none  of  this  (except  where  my 
pen  has  slipt,or  memory  has  failed),  which  1 shall  not  be  asliamed  or  disturbed  to  correct,  as  soon  aa 
advised  of.  You  may,  if  you  please,  repeat  the  calculations  of  the  places  of  Mercury  and  Venus, 
from  the  pure  observed  distances,  without  the  correction  for  refractions : but,  if  you  let  it  alone,  I 
shall  not  bUroc  you : they  are  few,  and  if  I had  thought  of  it  at  first,  should  have  been  so  calcu'* 
latcd.  But  we  cannot  |ierccive  all  iuconveiiiences  at  first : tbe  lunar  observations  led  me  to  it : the 
differences  from  the  correct  places,  or  those  deduced  from  the  distances  correct  by  refractions,  are 
not  great,  and  therefore  I conclude  both  true.  But  *tis  most  ingenuous  to  leave  our  reader  to  make 
use  of  what  refracUuns  he  thinks  most  just  in  every  altitude;  and  the  corrections  for  the  latitude 
and  longitude  may  be  thence  deduced,  as  the  (mrallaxcs  of  latitude  and  longitude  in  the  moon  easily 
enough  by  (he  help  of  the  nonsgeeimary  table. 

I had  a meeting  with  my  referees,  or  inspector,  on  Monday  last:  some  progress  is  made  towards 
printing.  Yestenlay  I sent  a copy  of  the  2 first  sheets  to  I..ondon ; that  T sent  before  being  altered : 
one  cause  of  this  alow  progress  is,  the  persons,  I have  to  do  with,  know-  not  what  is  to  be  done : 
they  are  to  pump  it  out  of  me  or  my  servants,  and  then  make  their  demands  accordingly.  This  1 
like  not  to  have  them  do:  but  however  bear  with  at  present.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  show  them 
their  folly,  when  lialf  a score  sheets  arc  printed ; by  which  time  I hope  wc  may  come  to  a friendly 
understanding. 

I am  ashamed  to  be  so  much  in  your  debt,  and  bo  long.  I will  leave  ten  guineas  in  Mr.  Knap's 
hands  within  a fortnight's  time,  to  be  retumeil  uix>n  Mr.  Stanfield  if  you  like  it  I do  not  look 
upon  this  as  a sufficient  reward  fiw  the  imins  you  have  taken  on  my  account,  but  desire  you  to  accept 
it  as  a friendly  acknowleilgment  of  my  own,  till  I have  an  allowance  that  will  affonl  me  to  make 
you  a better. 

^Ir.  Ditton’s  book  of  FluxionSf  I am  told  by  our  printer,  is  out.  J shall  send  you  one  of  them 
aljout  10  days  hence;  and,  by  that,  I hope  all  tlic  errors  in  the  lunar  calculations  will  be  cleared 
and  corrected ; and  I may  send  you  a copy  of  her  correct  places,  together  with  Dillon,  1>y  the 
carrier,  directed  as  usually  to  Mr.  Stanfield. 

The  cold  weather  coming  fast  on,  I am  more  affected  with  it  than  formerly ; and  frequently  ill. 
When  the  press  seta  to  work,  I fear  it  will  take  up  a great  part  of  my  time  to  correct  the  second 
proof  sheets  : the  first  1 leave  to  James  Hodgson,  so  that  I fear  I shall  not  have  leisure  suddenly  tn 
prepare  more  lunar  calculations.  A few  weeks  will  tell  me  what  leisure  I shall  have;  at  present  I 
have  no  more  to  trouble  you  with.  I pray  God  keep  you  in  health,  and  send  us  peace  and  truth 
here,  eternal  happiness  hereafter.  I am  ever  your  affectiouaie  obliged  friend  and  ser\'Bnt, 

Jons  Flamsteed,  M.U. 

[Copied  from  the  on^mi/  letter  in  the  {lonession  of  Afrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  110.)  Letter  fnm  Sir  Isaac  Newton  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Jermyn  Street,  Nov.  H,  1105. 

Mr.  Flamstxki>, 

On  Saturday  next,  about  twelve  o'clock,  the  referees  meet  at  my  house,  to 
lutisb  the  agreement  and  sign  the  Articles  about  printing  your  book ; and  I shall  be  gla«l  to  have 
your  company  here  at  the  same  time,  aud  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  ditie  with  me. 

I am,  your  humble  servant, 

Isaac  Nrwton. 

[AW  written  on  On.'  letter  by  Mr.  Flamdced.'] 

1 was  there  and  signed  the  Articles,  but  covenanted  that  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  men- 
tioned to  make  a part  of  the  hrst  volume  should  not  be  printed  but  with  the  last.  Dr.  Arbuthnot 
was  there,  with  Mr.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Churchill,  but  neither  Sir  Chr.  Wren,  nor  Dr.  Gregory. 
[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  57.] 


No.  111.)  Froposetl  Articles  of  Agreement  between  Mr.  FlamiUed  and  the  Keferees*. 

Nov.  10,  1705. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  agreed  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Knt.,  President  of  tJie  Royal  Societv,  the 
Honourable  Francis  Roberts,  Esq.,  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  Knt.,  Surveyor-General  of  her  Majesty's 
Works,  Dr.  Arbuthnot  and  Dr.  Gregory,  in  order  to  the  printing  all  the  Astronomical  Observations 
of  John  Flamsteed,  her  Majesty's  Professor  of  .\stronomy  at  the  Observatory  in  Greenwich  Park,  in 
the  county  of  Kent,  under  the  title  of  Historia  CalesHsy  &c.,  at  the  sole  charge  of  hit  Royal  High- 
ness Prince  George  of  Denmark : that  Mr,  shall  be  the  undertaker  for 

printing  the  same.  It  is  hereby  covenanted  and  agreed  betwixt  the  said  Sir  Isaac  New  ton,  Francis 
Roberts,  Esq.,  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  Dr.  .\rbulhnot  and  Dr.  Gregory,  and  the  said  John  Flamsteet), 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  said  undertaker,  on  the  other, 

1.  That  neither  he  the  said  undertaker,  nor  his  cxecumrs,  administrators,  nor  assigns,  shall  have 
or  claim  to  have  any  right,  title,  or  interest  cither  in  the  original  copy,  or  any  part  of  the  printed 
copies.  [But  that  the  same  shall,  after  the  printing,  be  and  belong  to  the  aaid  John  Flamsteed,  his 
executors,  admiuistratora,  &c.] 

2.  Thai  the  said  undertaker  sUall  not  print,  nor  cause  to  be  printed,  any  more  than  400 
copies  of  (he  said  Historia  CwlesUs;  that  be  shall  print,  or  cause  them  to  be  printed,  on  the 
same  paper,  and  with  the  same  letter,  with  the  specimen  hereto  annexed,  with  all  convenient 
ex|ieditton,  at  the  rate  of  shillings  per  sheet,  with  all  necessary  care  and  exactnesa.  And  for 
preventing  errors,  to  which  works  of  this  nature  are  most  liable,  he  shall  not  suffer  any  sheet  to  lie 
wrought  off  by  his  printcratill  the  proof  be  allowed  to  be  thoroughly  correct  by  the  said  Mr.  Flam- 
steed, or  a person  who  shall  from  time  to  time  be  named  by  bim  for  that  purpose ; and  that  he  send 
all  the  proofs  to  be  collated  with  the  originals,  to  the  Observatory,  at  his  own  charge. 

3.  That  in  order  to  prevent  any  more  than  the  copies  agreed  upon,  from  being  printed,  he,  the 
said  Mr.  Flamsteed,  his  agents  and  servants,  shall  have  access  to  the  press  at  all  times;  and  it 

• There  are  fo«ra>pJe*of  these  Artldea:  %et  the  note  In  pegt  R!.  The  material  devUUont  from  each  other 
are  inciiuleil  io  bracket* : but  other  slight  rariatioos  ara  not  here  noticed.  F.  B. 
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shall  he  U^sful  for,  and  permitleii  lo  liim,  and  his  servama  or  agents  by  iiiin  cmploywi  at  any  time, 
to  stand  by  (he  press  to  sec  the  said  number  of  copies  of  any  slieet  or  sheets  «'ir>ught  off,  ai»d 
as  soon  as  that  just  uuinber  shall  be  wrought  off,  to  break  the  press,  witlmut  any  delay,  let,  hin^ 
derance,  or  molestaticn,  from  him  the  said  undertaker,  his  printers,  [and  ids  or  her  agents,]  or 
servants,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

And  whereas  the  said  Hisloria  Cirlestu  contains  the  Observations  of  the  said  Mr.  Flamsteed, 
continued  more  than  30  years  with  great  labor  and  diiigcncc,  frequent  injuries  to  his  health,  and 
no  small  ex)>ensc  in  framing  instruments,  hiring  assistance,  &c.,  at  his  own  charge  : in  order  to 
secure  unto  him  some  fruits  of  his  owm  labors,  it  is  agreed,  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the 
said  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Francis  Roberts,  Esq.,  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  and  Dr. 
Gregory, 

4.  That  be,  the  said  undertaker,  his  executor,  and  assigns,  shall  and  will  at  any  time,  and  at  all 
times  hereafter,  on  tlic  rciUMnablc  demand  of  lum  the  maid  John  Flamsteed,  made  by  himself,  his 
ser\aut8,  or  agents  employed  by  him,  deliver,  ur  cause  to  be  delivered,  unto  him  the  said  Mr. 
Flamsteed,  all  the  sheets  printed  at  tl>e  time  of  such  demand,  fair  and  undcfaced,  at  the  Observatory* 
in  Greenwich  Park,  in  tlie  county  of  Kent,  at  his  the  said  undertaker's  own  charge ; that  all  the 
copies  of  the  said  hfUtoria  CtBlesiis  may  be  there  preserved,  to  be  presented  to  his  Royal  Highness, 
to  dispose  of  as  he  pleases. 

5.  That  whosoever  shall  be  the  undertaker  shall  consent  to  these  articles,  and  give  at  least  a 
thousand  pounds  security  for  due  and  punctual  ]>erfonnan<^  of  them  *. 

[Copied  from  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  13  ] 


No.  1 12.)  Mr.  FtamsteetVs  Hejteciions  on  the  conduct  of  the  Referees. 

The  sextant  wherewith  1 measured  distances  in  ti)e  heavens,  when  I first  sat  down  at  the  OWr' 
vatory,  with  the  two  great  clocks,  were  given  me  by  Sir  Jonaa  Moure,  and  arc  no  less  mine  than 
the  qtiadrauls,  telcsco|)cs,  and  other  instruments  I employ,  all  which  were  made  at  my  own  charge. 

The  extraordinary  help  necessary  for  carrying  on  my  work  has  also  been  hired  and  maintained  at 
my  own  expense.  My  observations  have  been  carrietl  on  day  and  night,  when  others  slept.  The 
night  colds  have  given  me  the  painful  distemjierH  of  the  stone  and  cholic;  my  days  have  been  s{>cMt 
in  laborious  and  painful  calculations,  to  prepare  a catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  and  the  places  of  the 
planets,  for  the  tua:  of  all  mgenious  lovers  of  art  and  promoters  of  science  all  the  world  over;  and 
I think  I may  say  it  without  vanity,  such  a stock  or  treasury  was  never  made  before  by  any  peraon’s 
labors  whatsoever,  though  they  had  ten  times  my  helps. 

His  Royal  Highness,  desirous  that  the  world  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  my  labors,  has  been 
pleased  to  appoint  some  gentlemen  of  the  Royal  Society  to  view  my  manuscripts,  ami  on  their 
report,  to  order  tliera  to  be  ininted  at  his  own  charge,  for  which  he  has  given  his  directions  for  above 
X800  to  be  issued  by  hia  treasurer.  The  |>ereons  directed  to  view  them  called  me  to  one  of  their  | 

meetings,  where  I showed  them,  and  to  another  where  an  undertaker  for  printing  them  was  present.  ; 

1 do  nut  remember  that  1 was  present  at  any  more  of  their  meetings  but  one,  where  nothing  material  I 

* .VwTe  Ftamitmi,  igruun  m of  tht  copit*.  After  which,  I xhall  ionmedtstely  put  th«  first  volume,  which  I 

in  (jur  utpitd,  into  ilte  hands  of  sndi  i>«riuns  «•  Utejr,  tb«  said  Mr.  KoLterta,  Sir  I.  Nvwiou.  uitd  Sir  C.  ^Yltu,  shall 
r(Kiuir«>,  to  )w  put  into  the  prvM.  ^ 
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waa  ilctermined  whiiat  I was  present;  1 cnnsitlmd  ih&l  Wing  the  {wrson  chicHy  conccrne<l, 

I ought  cither  to  have  liccn  present  at  all,  or  at  least  to  have  hail  their  resolves  immctltatcly  sigiiifietl 
to  me,  of  which  I had  notlung  but  at  second  hand,  and  sometimes  knew  less  than  those  that  were 
altogether  unconcerned.  I have  been  informed  tiiat  Mr.  Churchill  is  the  ])erson  to  l>c  employed  as 
undertaker.  I have  always  declared  it  to  be  my  opinion  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  bookseller 
to  undertake  this  businei» ; that  the  employing  of  one  would  be  a needless  and  great  charge  to  the 
work;  that  it  would  be  a misemploying  of  his  Koyal  Highness’s  liberality^  who,  1 conceive, 
designed  not  the  gratifying  of  a bookseller,  but  the  author  of  the  work.  And  further,  that  it  would 
}>e  a reflection  and  dishotwr  to  the  gentlemen  concerned ; as  if  they  could  not  continue  to  answer 
his  Ibiyal  llighness’i  design  without  the  help  of  a bookseller,  who,  having  all  the  copies  in  his 
{)ower,  will  force  the  author  Co  dispose  of  what  number  his  Royal  Highness  shall  be  pleased  to 
liestow  U|K)Q  him  to  himself  at  what  rate  he  pleases;  and  make  other  petensions  which  cannot  be 
thought  of  or  obviated. 

I know  not  but  that  Mr.  Churchill  may  be  as  honest  a man  as  any  of  his  trade,  but  1 think  it 
\’ery  htint  that  all  the  meetings  of  the  gentlemen  entnisted  should  be  to  secure  the  edition  to  him, 
and  a certain  immcfliate  advantage  from  volumes  in  which  he  has  had  no  concern ; and  that  none 
should  be  taken  to  secure  me  a rccomjicnse  for  30  years  employed  in  a difOcuU  and  laborious  work, 
and  all  niy  extraordinary  expense  in  the  mean  time.  Tis  extremely  hard  that  I should  l>e  deprived 
of  that  rcnsonable  advantage  I might  expect  from  my  own  copy,  and  that  it  should  l>c  conferred  on 
a person  that  is  not  so  much  as  acquainted  with  me  or  my  studies;  fur  1 know  not  that  I ever  saw 
him  till  he  was  recommended  to  this  business.  ’Tis  hartier  still  that  I should  be  deprived  of  the 
recompense  his  Royal  Highness  designed  and  intended  me  for  my  said  30  years  pains  and  expenses; 
that  it  should  be  wirstcrl  from  me  by  those  contrivances,  and  given  to  another  that  has  no  pretence 
to  it.  ’Tis  hardest  of  all,  tliat  I must  )>c  represented  to  his  Royal  Highness  and  my  good  frienda 
and  acquaintances  as  a humorous  person,  and  unsteady,  because  I cannot  yield  to  see  his  Royal 
Highness’s  liberality  so  misemployed ; nor  grant  myself  to  be  tramplcil  upon,  and  all  my  labors 
serve  to  enrich  a wealthy  and  purse-proud  undertaker  and  his  partners,  who  are  ready  to  insult 
Iwfore  I part  with  my  copy,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  more  civil  or  just  afterwords.  1 hope,  therefore, 
that  the  gentlemen  entrusted  will  not  take  it  amiss  that  I insist  on  what  they  consented  to  at  those 
two  meetings  when  I was  present : 

1.  That  the  undertaker  shall  be  he  that  will  print  the  cheapest  and  the  best  on  the  best  paper. 

2.  That  he  shall  renounce  all  right,  title,  and  claim  to  the  original  copy,  and  to  all  the  copy  when 
printed. 

3.  That  he  shall  not  print,  nor  suffer  to  be  printed,  alwvc  4(K)  copies,  or  so  many  as  shall  be 
agreed  upon,  witliout  the  consent  of  the  gentlemen  entrusted  and  myself  under  our  hands. 

4.  Tliat  in  order  to  prevent  the  printing  more  than  shall  be  stipulatttl  and  agreed  ujion,  it  slmll 
be  allowed  to  me,  my  agents,  or  servants,  to  break  the  press  as  soon  as  the  number  agreed  on  of  any 
sheet  or  sheets  shall  be  wrought  off*. 

5.  That  he  shall  give  good  bond  and  security  for  the  performance  of  these  covenanta ; 

For  which,  if  Mr.  Churchill  shall  give  good  security,  and  consideration  be  had  of  what  I have 
before  intimated,  I shall  not  be  unwilling  that  he  have  the  printing  of  my  papers. 

[Cnpietl  from  the  ori/jinat  in  M5?S,  vol.  .35,  page  61.] 
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No.  113.) 

Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr,  A.  Sharp. 

Sir, 

The  Observatory,  Nov.  20,  1705. 

1 doubt  not  but  on  the  »ighi  of  the  bill  above  written,  your  kiiumau,  Mr.  Suiifield,  will 
|Miy  you  the  ten  gttincas  be  has  received  of  me  fur  your  u$c  : pray,  when  you  have  received  them, 
let  me  know  it : for  I ahall  be  in  roinc  concern  till  I hear  thU  bill  is  come  safe  to  your  hands  and 
]iatd. 

Sir  Isaac  Newton  has,  at  last,  forced  me  to  enter  into  Articles  fur  printing  my  works  with  a book- 
seller, very  disadvantageous  to  myself : but  *tis  not  time  yet  to  tell  you  the  story  of  his  behaviour  : 
I sliall  hereafter,  ami  how  much  he  has  thereby  injured  roe : and  I see  not  that  we  arc  nearer  the 
press  than  before.  As  soon  as  wc  make  a real  beginning  you  may  cx)>cct  more  work,  and  to  hear 
further  from.  Sir,  your  real  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flamsteed,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  oriijinai  letter  in  the  poescseion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  114.)  h'ftrarts  of  a Lttler  from  Mr.  Fiamsiwd  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Nov.  28,  1105. 

Yours  of  the  2(ith  tells  me  that  you  have  received  the  ten  guineas : the  odd  fifteen  sluUings  wilt 
about  pay  the  charge  of  the  jrast  letters  and  carriage  since  March  last  The  ten  pounds  I designed 
you  as  a recompense  for  your  pains  in  calculation ; and  am  glad  lluit  you  accept  it  as  such.  I wish 
I could  have  afforded  you  more:  I assure  you  *tts  all  out  of  my  own  pocket.  Had  some  people 
stood  to  their  promises,  I had  made  you  a further  acknowledgment : but  1 now  find,  what  I before 
suspected,  they  have  not  any  regard  to  their  word. 

I think  I told  you,  in  some  of  my  last,  that  place  in  the  heavens,  at  the  last  opposition  to  the 
sun  in  the  end  of  October,  was  minutes  slower  than  the  Rudolphtne  numbers,  with  which  in 
1 598  he  agreed  wdthin  only  4 or  5 minutes;  and  that  I had  e-iamined  how  this  error  increased  in 
the  intermediate  years  from  1698  to  this.  If  you  desire  it,  I shall  send  you  a copy  of  the  collations. 
I am  now  fitting  up  tables  to  see  how  the  observed  places  of  in  the  same  time,  agree  with  some 
numbers  made  by  a friend  in  Derbyshire : when  I have  finished  them  (which  may  be  a month 
hence)  you  may  have  the  result  of  both  together,  if  they  will  be  acceptable  to  you. 

Mr.  Witty  has  calculated  100  true  places  of  the  muon,  frum  my  tables,  of  which  you  liave  a copy, 
in  order  to  compare  them  with  100  of  the  first  risible  places  computed  from  the  observations  by  you 
and  him : but  ( shall  not  fall  on  this  comparisun  till  ! have  done  with  Jupiter. 

I have  signed  Articles  for  the  printing  of  my  works ; though  there  w as  no  necessity  fur  doing  it, 
by  reason  I dcUver  the  copy  of  the  first  volume  of  observations  at  once,  to  the  referees,  as  Sir  I.  New- 
ton calls  himself,  without  any  consideration  of  my  own  interest.  I question  whether  Sir  Isaac  would 
have  done  to,  in  the  same  circumstances ; but  I was  forced  to  do  it  quietly,  to  avoid  his  calumny. 
It  may  please  God  that  this  may  turn  to  good;  for  now  they  have  all  the  just  reason  in  the  world  to 
proceed ; but  I fear  he  still  will  find  ways  to  obstruct  the  publication  of  a work,  which  perhaps  he 


Digitized  by 


257 


No.  114.]  Appesdix  to  Flamsteed' » History. 

thinks  insv  make  him  appear  1ms.  I have  some  reason  to  think  he  thrust  himself  into  my  concerns 
purposely  to  obstruct  them ; whether  justly  or  not,  a few  days  now  will  show.  I may  be  mistaken  ; 
but  I believe  another  in  my  circumstances  would  conclude  as  I do.  However,  it  will  be  wisdom  to 
say  nothing  at  present.  I trust  that  the  good  providence  of  God  will  still  take  care  of  and  direct  all 
my  afliairs. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  115.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamxieed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Uecemher  12,  1705- 

I liave  put  100  sheets  of  my  first  volume,  contaiuing  all  the  observations  made  here  betwixt  Sept. 
1676  and  Sept.  1669,  with  the  figures  for  them,  into  Sir  I.  Newton’s  hands  last  Saturday ; so  that 
now  there  can  be  no  pretence  of  obstruction  or  delay  on  my  part.  If  he  forms  any  new,  he  must 
l>car  the  blame,  I will  not.  I have  70  sheets  of  the  second  volume  in  good  forwardness.  You  shall 
be  acquainted  with  other  proceedings  upon  every  proper  occasion ; but  I will  deal  plainly  with  you : 
if  he  deals  fairly  and  doea  really  promote  the  press,  1 shall  attribute  it  wholly  to  the  over-niling  hand 
of  God’s  providence.  Fur,  when  1 consider  his  temper  and  behaviour,  ’tis  more  than  I expect,  if  be 
doea.  I have  work  for  your  new  tables,  and  can  gratify  you  fur  your  pains  : if  not,  1 shall  only  im> 
port  what  I do  to  you  as  a friend,  and  shall  be  careful  not  to  press  you  further  than  one  friend 
may  another.  I have  not  been  in  Loudon  these  18  days,  by  rca.son  of  my  great  cold. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^iruU  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  116.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr,  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Jan.  17,  1705-6. 

I have  no  more  to  add  but  that,  now  my  manuscripts  have  been  7 weeks  in  the  referees'  hands 
I am  told  tliat  the  undertaker  has  not  yet  agreed  with  a printer ; which  makes  me  expect  slow  pro- 
ceedings. I shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  your  health,  and  to  receive  copies  of  the  tables  you  promised, 
that  are  different  from  mine.  I pray  God  keep  you. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  117.)  Extract  of  a letter  fhm  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Feb.  2,  1705-fi. 

1 hope  in  a fortnight's  time  to  have  an  entire  sheet  from  the  press ; and  that  afterwards  we  shall 
go  on  vigorously:  though  1 fear  not  so  fast  as  some  people  imagine.  I am  preparing  the  2nd  volume : 
near  100  sheets  are  transcribed  by  Mr.  Weston,  who  is  this  day  out  of  his  time;  and  20  of  them 
are  reaily  filled  and  fitted  up  by  my  own  hand,  which  all  of  them  must  pass : and  each  will  cost  me 
more  than  an  hour’s  labor,  to  insert  the  correct  xenith  distances  from  those  transcribed  from  the 
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j4ppesdix  to  Flamntee<r 6 HUtory, 


[No.  118. 


initrumcBt:  finr  I copy  the  original  note*  of  the  foul  booki,  or  protocolla,  and  add  thoae  in  the  3rd 
column  ou  the  r^ht  liand.  I shall  scud  you  the  first  printed  sheet,  as  soon  as  I conTenieotly  can, 
after  it  cornea  to  my  hands ; arkd  an  account  of  our  proceedings,  as  God  spares  roc  health,  and 
opportunities  hsppen. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  1 18.)  LeUer  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to •. 

The  Observatory,  Feb.  26,  1705*6. 

Sir, 

1 return  you  iny  thanks  for  the  entertainment  yesterday : had  you  acquainted  me  with  the 
design  before,  I had  saved  both  you,  Dr.  Gregory,  and  myself,  the  trouble  1 gave  you,  for  I designed 
always  to  com|>are  the  printed  sheets  with  the  first  notes,  and  would  have  done  it  6 months  ago, 
if  you  had  not  urged  me  for  my  copy ; but  it  happens  well : you  now  see  that  there  was  not  one 
material  fault  committed.  I <lc|xmd  not  on  the  arcs  got  by  the  revolves  of  the  screw,  but  when  I 
find  them  conformable  to  thoae  given  by  the  diagonals,  or  where  several  distances  give  the  same 
place  of  a star  or  planet. 

You  w'ill  ask  the  reason  why  the  diagonals  were  not  inserted  at  the  first?  *tis  a history  too  long 
to  be  told  you  in  a letter.  1 shall  give  it  in  its  proper  place  in  my  books. 

I have  got  one  of  roy  young  people  to  copy  my  table  for  turning  the  revolves  into  arcs.  1 hope 
*twill  be  transcribed  by  to-morrow,  and  sent  you  with  the  books  of  observations.  I had  no  copy  of 
it  by  me,  otherwise  you  had  received  both  this  morning  together. 

I have  examined  those  few  notes  I brought  from  you,  but  want  the  manuscript  for  one  of  them. 
I wish  the  Doctor  to  go  on  orderly  hereafter  to  compare  the  minute  and  copy  together,  and  write 
his  notes  as  he  has  hitherto  done,  one  under  another ; but  with  a laiger  margin,  fur  my  emendationi, 
and  then  I shall  easily  give  them.  The  more  strict  he  is,  the  more  he  will  oblige  me. 

1 forgot,  through  my  caruestneee  to  go  through  with  Dr.  Gregory’s  notes,  to  speak  to  you  about  the 
copy  of  the  articles  which  you  have  not  yet  given  me,  and  alwul  Dr.  Plume’s  Professor  of  Astrmiomy, 
which  Dr.  Bentley  has  determined,  without  even  so  much  as  letting  roe  know  that  he  was  about 
such  business,  and,  I fear,  directly  contrary  to  the  archdeacon's  design : wherewith,  1 am  apt  to 
think,  none  of  the  trustees  iu  Cambridge  were  so  well  acquainted  as  I ara.  1 had  nut  known  of  it 
but  by  an  accident.  I have  wrote  about  it  to  Mr.  Wbiston,  who  tells  me  the  thing  is  done  as  to  the 
nomination  of  a Professor,  and  past  remedy.  I am  sorry  for  it,  because  this  first  election  will  he  a 
precedent  for  the  future,  and  ! fear  a very  ill  one. 

John  Flamsteed. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  66.] 


No.  119.)  F^xtract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  S^uirp. 

The  Observatory,  March  2,  1705*6. 

You  desire  to  hear  how  my  works  go  on.  I shall  give  you  a brief  account.  In  November  last  J 
delivered  in  100  sheets  of  copy.  About  a mouth  ago,  Sir  Isaac  desired  to  see  my  first  notes,  and 

* I cannpt  disewer  tu  B'bom  this  letter  «&s  intvuded  to  bare  btwii  aent.  F B. 
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C sent  the  first  !)ook  of  them.  This  day  se’nuight  Mr.  Hodgaou  told  luc  he  had  been  with  Sir  Uaac, 
and  had  seen  4 or  5 folio  pages  of  differences  he  had  noted  betwixt  the  original  and  copies.  I 
visited  him  last  Monday,  and  desired  to  see  them:  he  told  me  l>r.  Gregory  had  collected  them. 
The  Doctor  soon  came  ; when  we  sat  down  to  examine  them.  Sir  Isaac  told  me  he  did  not  believe 
them  to  be  errors,  but  desired  that  himself  and  the  Doctor  might  be  inforined  of  my  ways  of  nhserr- 
ing:  they  were  proper  judges.  In  the  mean  time  I ordered  James  to  come  to  me;  for  I have 
resolved  not  to  talk  with  them  without  good  witness.  He  came  in  good  time : we  set  to  work, 
and  found  a creat  many  differences,  but  all  of  the  Doctor’s  making.  He  had  formed  a table 
fur  turning  the  revolves,  and  parts,  into  degrees,  minutes,  and  seconds:  and,  supposing  the  threads 
of  the  screw  everywhere  equal,  wondered  that  his  equipollent  degrees,  minutes,  and  seconds  agreed 
not  with  mine.  I told  him  I wondered  be  should  adventure  to  make  this  table,  wiped  out  his 
emendations  from  my  margin,  engaged  to  give  them  an  account  of  the  other  differences,  dinerl 
with  them,  and  returned  home-  Next  day  I caused  my  own  large  table  to  be  copied ; and  the 
day  following  sent  it  them,  with  the  rest  of  my  first  notes  to  Sept.  1689,  to  be  compared  ; and 
now  1 expect  to  hear,  by  Wednesday  next,  what  will  be  done.  I told  tliem  I had  been  at  great 
expense  in  this  work  and  expected  a recompense  : but  1 fear  Sir  Isaac  had  rather  stop  it,  than  give 
himself  any  further  trouble : for  he  finds  I do  not  court  him,  and  his  temper  wants  to  be  cried  up 
and  flattered. 

I have  always  hated  such  low  practices ; but  carried  with  that  care  that  1 have  not  afforded  him 
Buy  opportunity  to  recede.  He  thrust  himself  into  the  business,  purposely  to  be  revenged  of  me, 
because  1 found  the  fault  both  of  his  Optics  and  corrections  of  my  lunar  numbers,  and  would  not 
suffer  him  to  recommend  my  works  privateiy  to  the  Prince,  when  he  desired  it  about  two  years  ago. 
Hemever  I take  no  notice  of  this,  but  carry  as  if  I thought  he  only  wanted  better  information,  and 
take  care  to  oblige  him  with  eno<igh  of  it.  I have  got  near  100  sheets  of  the  2nd  volume  copied  ; 
all  the  right  ascensions  and  distances  of  the  planets  from  the  pole  are  gone  through  by  Mr.  Witty ; 
the  moon  perfectly;  the  superior  planets  as  far  as  1699;  so  that  I hope  in  a week  or  two’s  time  to 
have  them  finished.  As  soon  as  we  are  through  these,  I shall  cause  them  to  be  copied,  and  let 
them  be  seen ; and,  if  hr  then  goes  back,  all  the  world  must  acknowledge  that  I have  done  what  I 
ought,  and  all  the  blame  will  be  at  his  door. 

When  we  print,  1 intend,  God  blessing  me,  to  send  you  the  sheets  as  they  come  from  the  press, 
with  directions  how  to  examine  the  observations,  and  a full  narrative  of  our  daily  proceedings ; that 
so  you  may  be  acquainted  with  the  wlwle  history,  and  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  it,  if  it  should 
please  God  to  call  me  hence  before  ’tis  finished.  But  1 have  hopes,  that  wise  and  good  Providence, 
that  has  hitherto  directed  and  guided  all  my  concerns,  will  succeed  me  in  this,  and  grant  me  life  to 
see  it  published : which,  that  it  may  be  to  his  glory,  ia  what  has  ever  been  desired  by.  Sir,  your 
obliged  friend  aud  servant. 

[Copied  fn>m  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  120.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observstory,  June  11,  1706. 

I am  sorry' to  hear  of  Mr.  Kirk’s  death  ; my  friends  here  die  off  apace.  1 grow  gouty,  and  pains 
of  my  feet  hinder  me  from  stirring  much  abroad  ; so  ( am  confined  in  a manner  to  my  businesa, 
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have  more  time  to  prepare  for  death,  and  now  can  thank  God  that  we  are  to  die:  for  life,  to  one  ao 
weak  as  1 am,  ia  no  very  pleasant  state  at  60.  I pray  God  continue  your  health,  and  make  you  in 
all  ways  comfortable. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.} 


No.  121.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamiteed  to  Mr.  A.  5Aorp. 


SjR, 


Buratow,  Aug.  12,  1706. 


I would  not  have  answered  you  adth  a letter  at  this  time,  had  it  not  been  to  excuse  my 
not  ba\'ing  sent  you  the  printed  sheets  of  my  Hist.  Calestu  before  my  coming  hither,  according  to 
my  promise.  I had  then  but  11  from  the  preas;  I have  since  received  5 more,  and  before  1 go 
back  to  the  Obaervator)'  hope  I may  have  2 dozen  complete,  which  I shall  send  you  as  soon  as  1 
can  get  them  out  of  the  printer's  hands.  All  things  are  made  as  difficult  to  me,  as  can  be  easy  to 
others  This  will  not  make  me  say  the  Diopt.  are  true,  or  the  lunar  numbers  agree  to  a minute  or 
two.  I am  silent  at  present,  and  prepare  my  work  as  fast  as  I can.  All  the  observations,  made 
with  the  mural  arc,  arc  copied  up  to  the  entrance  of  this  year;  they  make  about  170  sheets.  Mr. 
Witt}'  I have  dismissed ; and  he  is  now  chaplain  aud  companion  to  a young  gentleman  in  Hamp- 
shire, on  better  terms  than  I could  afford  him.  I bless  God  I enjoy  my  liealth  indifferently  well. 
Yours  is  heartily  wished  by,  Sir,  Your  affectiontte  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flamsteed,  M.R. 


[Copied  from  the  original  letter,  in  the  poaseasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.} 


No.  122.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Sept.  14,  1706. 

Sir, 

1 returned  hither,  1 bless  God  fur  It,  on  the  5th  instant,  in  good  health:  the  pn;ss  was  ad- 
vanced, when  I went  home,  to  sheet  M.  They  are  now  through  the  alphalxrt,  and  the  sheets  .\ 

B B arc  act ; but  I know  not  whether  they  arc  wrought  off  or  no.  I send  my  man  with  this  to 
London,  and  to  go  to  the  printer*s  for  them  if  finished,  that  1 may  correct  them.  The  observations  of 
the  fixed  stara  end  on  the  sheet  B B.  1 would  send  you  them  altogether,  but  I could  not  get  them 
ready  to  send  by  Mr.  Stanfield.  I doubt  not  but  he  has  goods  to  send  down  sfler  him,  and  shall 
therefore  send  them,  aa  soon  as  corrected,  to  Mr.  Knapp’s  for  you:  if  no  goods  be  going  thence,  1 
will  deliver  them  to  the  carrier,  Gttd  sparing  me  life  and  health. 

[ do  not  hear  that  the  book  of  Logarithms  is  yet  published.  1 shall  be  glad  to  ace  your  Prosthti- 
fhereses^  when  finished;  but  you  need  not  be  very  hasty.  I fear  it  will  be  some  time  yet  ere  I shall 
have  occasion  to  make  use  of  them.  I thank  you  fur  your  offer  of  assistance,  and  should  make  use 
of  it,  if  1 could  do  it  to  your  advantage : but  Sir  Isaac  is  the  S4ime  man  he  ever  was.  I have  nut 
received  a farthing  from  him  (who  has  drawn  the  Prince's  money  into  liis  hands  and  forced  himaelf 
into  my  busincas)  though  I have  been  at  a laige  expense  upon  it  I must  be  patient  No  one  ever 
yet  served  his  country  honestly  aud  honorably,  but  he  was  ungratefully  used  for  his  pains. 
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Mr.  Pound  U returned  from  India;  haa  left  hU  books,  papers,  and  instruments  at  Pulo  Comlore, 
is  now  in  Holland,  returns  to  England  in  a short  time.  I shall  tell  you  ere  long  wl>at  1 have,  both 
fri>m  his  conversation  and  letters ; at  present  want  time  to  add  more,  than  that  I am,  Sir,  ever  yours, 

JouK  Flamstrrd,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  on'^ruU  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles-] 


No.  123.)  ie/ter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Sir  hoar  Ncyoton. 

TTie  Observatory,  Sep.  H,  IKMi. 

Sir, 

I have  consulted  Tycho’s  ^ecAonica,  where  he  says  that  at  that  time,  when  he  aTole  it,  ht- 
vrss  50  years  of  age  complete,  and  that  his  volumes  <Mmtained  the  accurate  observations  of  21  yean; 
which  shews  they  commenced  in  the  year  1575.  Tycho  was  born  in  1546:  Dcccmbris  13,  22*' 47' 
But  the  observations  of  the  Historia  Ccetestis  begin  no  sooner  than  the  year  1582;  sn  that,  by 
this  account,  there  are  7 years’  observations  wanting  in  the  very  beginning. 

Besides  all  the  observations  of  the  year  1593.  which  were  not  to  be  found  in  Geniiatiy,  in  the 
same  place  he  says  lie  had  observed  seven  comets;  whereas,  in  the  Uistona  Cselestist  there  are  no 
observations  that  1 can  5nd  either  of  that  of  the  year  1582  or  1590,  of  which  he  gives  an  account  in 
his  Epistles.  The  first  part  of  his  Progymnasmata  gives  his  tables  for  calculating  the  0’s  ami  > 's 
places,  with  his  observations  of  the  new  star  of  1572,  and  deductions  from  them.  The  second 
part  is  concerning  the  comet  of  1577  ; so  that  we  have  the  observations  of  but  3 of  )us  7 comets : 
and  of  those,  only  such  as  he  thought  fit  to  employ.  This  makes  me  think  that  his  observuti(m!»  of 
the  comets  is  made  a book  by  themselves,  and  that  probably  it  is  still  to  be  found  in  Denmark,  with 
the  7 or  8 years*  observations  that  are  missing. 

Whatever  his  Royal  Highness  determines  concerning  the  rest  of  Tycho's  works,  it  may  be  much 
for  his  honor  to  bestow  these  on  the  world,  with  the  errata  of  the  German  edition,  if  he  can  procure 
the  originals,  as  I doubt  not  but  he  easily  may,  to  be  sent  into  England.  After  this  account,  it  will 
be  needless  to  send  you  the  Progymnasmata ; but  if  you  have  a desire  to  see  them,  please  to  intimate 
it  by  a note,  and  I will  send  them  as  you  shall  direct. 

Allow  me  to  mind  you,  that  by  the  articles  I was  to  have  a note,  signed  by  the  referees,  fur  the 
payment  of  ^£125  to  me,  as  soon  as  ten  sheets  were  printed  : that  number  was  printed  off  before  I 
went  into  the  country.  I have  dismissed  my  amanuensis  and  calculators,  because  they  lay  me  in  a 
greater  sum,  &c. : 1 could  nut  promise  them  recompenses  suitable  to  their  work.  I could  desire 
a meeting  of  the  referees  to  sign  the  order,  that  I might  have,  %^hat  you  agreed  to,  readily  paid  me; 
and  we  may  take  care  together  to  prevent  the  presa  from  making  delays  upon  false  prr.tencrs,  where 
you  will  oblige.  Sir,  your  Very  humble  servant, 

John  Flamstkid,  M.R. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  voL  33,  page  67.] 
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No.  124.)  Extract  of  a Utter  fr^/m  Mr,  Fiomstftd  to  Mr  A.  Sharp, 

Tlic  OWrvatory,  Oclob.  12,  1106. 

The  »hecu  of  the  comets  are  done,  and  the  pianeu  begun ; «hich  I ahall  continue  to  send  you  aa 
they  come  out,  but  we  go  on  slowly.  Some  thort>aightcd  people  put  all  the  obstacles  they  can  in 
our  way,  upon  suggestions  and  pretences ; the  printers  will  print  any  newspapers  or  pamphlet  sooner 
than  this  work,  because  news  and  |uunphletB  bring  them  ready  money-  Whereas  the  booksellers 
often  pay  not  the  printers  till  the  whole  volume  is  finished,  or  once  a year  if  the  work  be  large : so 
that  I expect  that  we  shall  not  clear  above  two  sheets  a week,  except  we  can  get  the  press  to  Grccn> 
wich,  which  1 caunut  cx])cct.  I comfort  myself  with  this,  that  nothing  can  happen  to  me  but  by 
the  will  of  God,  who  knows  best  what  is  good  and  fit  for  me  ; to  whom  1 therefore  submit;  and 
smile  at  those  who  presume  it  lies  In  their  power  either  to  injure  me  or  my  wnrka  Sir  I.  Newton 
takes  particular  care  that  I shall  not  receive  a farthing  for  all  my  expenses ; nor  what  Mr.  Witty  and 
Weston,  or  calculators,  have  coot  me.  These  are  great  discouragements,  but  to  be  borne  with,  till 
God  sees  fit  to  raise  us  belter  friends ; which  I am  in  hopes  of,  and  therefore  go  on  cheerfully. 

[Copied  from  the  orujinai  letter,  in  the  poiaession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  125.)  Extnvt  of  a Utter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  ^fr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Ohservaloiy,  Dec.  9,  1706. 

I was  not  solicitous  to  write  a direct  answer  to  your  last,  of  Octub.  the  15,  because  one  of  mine, 
dated  near  the  same  day,  told  you,  as  1 remember  plainly,  that  the  tables  were  arrived.  I received 
tliem  safe  by  the  penny  pmt,  and  acknowledged  your  pains,  as  1 must  do  still  gratefully,  till  I have 
an  opportunity  of  doing  it  more  substantially  than  I can  at  present  Plainly  it  has  cost  me  more 
than  ^150  out  of  my  pocket  to  forward  this  edition.  Sir  I.  Newton  plays  all  the  tricks  he  can  to 
keep  me  from  receiving  one  penny  towards  the  reimbursement  of  this  expense ; conceals  what  he 
has  received  from  the  Prince,  (hough  at  the  same  lime  he  owns  that  he  has  received  monies  for  a 
useless  undertaker ; and  has  paid  him  for  the  ]>apcr  (which  by«the-by  is  far  frum  being  what  it  ought), 
but  contrives  pretexts  to  delay  payiug  the  monies  due  to  me,  out  of  which  1 designed  to  have  made 
you  a further  acknowledgment.  I am  patient  at  present,  but  show  the  account  to  everybody  I 
handsomely  can,  to  make  him  ashamed  of  his  false  behaviour:  for  the  truth  is,  he  designed  by 
what  I can  cnllert,  absolutely  to  hinder  the  |mb)ication  of  the  work.  I had  no  other  way  to  prevent 
him  but  by  consenting  to  cnnrlitions  altogether  unreasonable.  It  goes  on;  we  approach  the  lunar 
observations  ; X X is  printed ; I expect  three  or  four  sheets  more  this  week,  when  the  whole  of  the 
first  volume  is  done.  Before  1 give  them  the  planets’  places  calculated  and  repeated  by  you  and 
Mr.  Witty,  I expect  to  have  my  monies,  or  the  calculated  places  shall  he  detained  : 1 keep  a correct 
copy  for  you,  which  shall  be  carefully  sent  you  whenever  you  desire. 

I doubt  not  but  the  good  Providence  of  Heaven  is  ordering  all  things  for  the  best;  and  am  there- 
fore easy  under  all  Sir  1 . Newton’s  ill  usage,  of  which  I could  fill  some  letters  with  the  relation  : but 
at  present  1 forbear.  You  shall  have  a particular  account,  if  he  chatige  not,  in  a short  time,  God 
sparing  me  life  and  health. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^naJ  letter  in  the  possesaiun  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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Extract  of  a Utter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A,  Sharp. 

The  ObeervatOTy,  Jan.  20,  1706-7. 
My  business  of  the  press  goes  on  very  awkwardly ; yet  I have  hopes  I may,  with  God's  blessing, 
find  some  way  to  quicken  it  ere  long  : what  success  I have  in  my  endeavors  I shall  inform  you.* 

I have  had  much  the  same  success,  with  yourself,  in  my  observations  of  satellite  ccli{»es.  Our 
ill  weather  has  often  hiudered  me  from  seeing  them  ; but  my  own  constitution  more : for  I am  not 
able  to  endure  the  cold  air  of  the  nights,  as  formerly  ; and  therefore  must  leave  that  business  to  you, 
and  younger  persons,  who  have  strength  and  health  to  proceed  with  it. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyinal  letter  in  the  possessiou  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  127.)  Ei(raetit  of  a letter  Jtvm  }fr.  Flamsteeil  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory',  April  3,  1707. 

I have  sometimes  found  an  error  of  near  half  an  hour  in  the  calculated  times  of  the  eclipses  of 
the  second  satellite,  but  never  so  big  an  one  as  your  observation  makes.  The  satellite’s  motion  is 
certainly  unequad;  and  1 fear  the  inclination  of  its  orbit  greater  than  in  the  rest,  and  its  Si  different 
from  theirs.  I could  wish  you  would,  however,  examine  the  errors  of  your  clock  agun,  for  there 
is  but  seven  days  betwixt  the  ecli|>ses  of  the  13th  and  20lh,  or  two  revolutions,  and  look  what  error 
there  is  in  that  of  the  20tb  : there  ought  to  be  the  same  in  that  of  the  13th,  of  which  yon  complain 
not : but  I am  apt  to  think  your  seeing  of  this  much  sooner  than  you  expected,  caused  you  to  watch 
so  much  earlier  than  ordinary  for  that  of  the  20th.  Jupiter  is  hastening  towards  his  aphelion ; per- 
haps, as  the  sun  gravitates  less  on  him,  he  has  more  power  on  his  satellites,  draws  them  more  in, 
and  they,  especially  the  second,  revolve  swifter.  I have  long  thought  so,  and  hope  I may  have  time 
yet,  during  my  life,  to  examine  whether  it  be  really  so  or  not. 

I am  troubled  with  my  headach  still;  but  I hope  it  will  be  over  in  a day  or  two.  My  work 
goes  on  very  awkwardly : about  63  sheets  are  printed.  Sir  I.  Newtun  is  vxry  perverse.  I pray 
God  keep  you  in  health,  and  from  having  anything  to  do  with  such  pnnid  people  as  he  is. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  128.)  Letter  from  Sir  Isaac  Sewlon  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 


Jermyn  Street,  April  9,  1707. 

Sir, 

The  referees  meet  on  Friday  next,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  Paternoster  Row,  at  the 
next  tavern  to  Mr.  Churchill,  the  bookseller.  You  will  hear  of  them  at  Mr.  Churchiirs.  I desire 
you  would  not  fail  to  meet  them,  because  after  the  Queen  returns  to  Windsor  they  will  scarce  have 


* In  another  letter,  dated  March  IS,  foUowii^,  Flamsteed  writes  thus  t i have  got  bat  A6  sheets  ^et  frticn  the 
press,  but  corrected  the  60th.  Sir  1.  Newtou  is  the  trifllngeit  gentleman,  and  the  printer  the  moat  dilatory.  J 
ever  saw  *’  F.  B. 
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au  op|M>ttunity  of  meeting  any  more  before  next  Minler ; ami  tbal  al!  thiuga  may  be  now  aettled  and 
adjusted.  I desire  that  Mr.  Witty  and  your  amanuenais  may  lie  there,  and  that  you  will  bring  your 
bill,  and  the  three  or  four  folio  leaves  of  MS  copy  which  you  had  from  the  printer. 

1 am,  your  humble  sen'aut, 

I*'  Nkwtoh. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyiiu^  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  75  } 


X«.  129.)  Extract  of  a letter  from.  Mr.  Flcansteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  May  29,  1707, 

The  prcss-wurlc  goes  on  but  slowly ; only  three  alphabets,  or  about  70  sheets,  are  wrought  off. 
Worthy  Sir  I.  Newtun  has  twice  or  thrice  been  slopping  the  press  : he  does  all  he  can  to  hinder  it,  or 
break  off,  and  to  {n.*q>Iex  me  ; but  an  accident  has  lately  happened,  that  baa  discovered  his  proud  and 
insolent  temper,  and  exposes  him  sufficiently.  He  has  been  told  calmly  of  hit  faulta,  and  could  nut 
contain  himself  when  he  heard  of  tliem.  My  affair  was  not  forgot.  I hope  God  will  turn  all  to  good. 
This  accident  was  unexpected ; and  seems  to  be  sent.  You  shall  hear  more  of  it  hereaAer.  I 
design,  by  your  kinsman,  to  send  you  al)  my  printed  sheets  you  want. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  130.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  July  1,  1707. 

I have  corrected  so  many  sheets  for  ymi  as  will  complete  three  alphabets : but  there  are  some 
faults  still  I cannot  set  right,  for  want  of  my  first  notes,  which  Sir  I.  Newton  still  detains.  I hope 
I may  get  them  back  to-morrow ; if  I do  not,  the  sheets  I shall  have  ready  before  I go  to  Burvtow  (1 
suppose  fur  a fortnight  hence),  shall  be  Icf^  at  Mr.  Knap’a  for  your  kinsman  ; and  I will  give  you 
all  further  necessary  corrccliuus  at  my  return. 

I tbauk  you  for  giving  me  a further  account  of  your  observation  of  Mercury’s  exit  from  the  sun. 
1 am  glad  you  saw  so  much  of  him,  and  hope  that  others  in  Germany  and  Italy,  or  the  East  Indies, 
have  seen  more  than  you  did. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  131.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  July  12,  1707. 

J.  Hodgson  now  takes  care  of  the  press.  I scarce  know  how  it  goes  on,  but  1 helped  him  to  correct 
the  sheet  Hhhh  on  Monday  last.  I am  not  at  all  concerned  at  Sir  I.  Newton’s  false  dealing; 
'tis  what  I expected.  He  injures  not  me,  but  himself,  and  the  work ; and  loses  his  reputation  by  it. 
Heaven  is  just,  and  nothing  shall  happen  to  me  but  by  the  will  of  God,  who  will  direct  all  to  my 
good  and  his  own  glory.  May  he  preserve  your  health  and  happiness! 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter,  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles,] 
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No.  132.)  Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Ftamsleed  to  Mr.  A.  Shary. 

The  Obtervator)',  October  21,  1707. 

Though  I have  had  the  last  sheets  of  my  book  in  ray  hands  for  a fortnight,  yet,  having  some 
money  cuncems  in  London  to  manage,  I could  not  get  time  to  examine  and  collate  them  till  this  last 
week : and  this  morning,  coming  to  the  observations  of  the  solar  spots,  I find  the  printer  has  omitted 
a whole  sheet,  which,  I suppose,  is  lost.  Had  not  this  a<x:ideut  happened,  I might  have  sent  you 
them  perfect  this  week  or  the  next : now  1 shall  forbear,  till  I find  some  remedy.  In  the  mean 
time,  my  servant  sets  to  copy  the  sheet,  the  printers  have  lost,  anew  this  afternoon : his  next  work 
will  be  to  correct  the  sheets  for  you  after  my  copy ; and  assure  yourself  1 shall  ever  be  careful  of 
your  part  of  it,  and  you  shall  have  it  as  soon  at  ever  I can  get  it  ready ; this  being  the  least  part 
of  what  I owe  you. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  irasaeasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No,  133.)  Extracts  of  a letter  from  Afr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  SAarp. 

The  Observatory,  Decern.  24,  1707. 

On  Sunday  last  was  five  weeks,  after  having  keen,  by  God’s  blessing,  12  years  free  from  the  torture 
of  the  stone,  1 had  another  fit  of  four  or  five  hours'  pains : hut,  blessed  be  He  for  it,  not  so  violent 
as  formerly.  Imm^iately  after  it  was  over,  1 found  a great  cold  upon  me,  which  had  kept  me  in  a 
manner  confined  ever  since,  and  rendered  me  so  tender  I can  scarce  abide  the  air;  so  that  I have 
been  forced  to  make  use  of  my  servants  to  get  me  observatioDs  for  determining  the  place  of  Saturn 
at  this  last  opposition.  My  clerk  performed  his  part  but  very  indifterently  at  first ; but,  witli  use, 
is  become  pretty  expert ; and,  causing  him  to  observe  the  transits  of  many  stars  that  passed  the 
meridian  near  the  same  height  with  Saturn,  1 have  determined  his  places  as  follows 

• « ••«••• 

Parker's  ephemeris, or  Street’s  tables,  are  40  minutes  too  fast ; my  French  but  4:  yet  they  err  as 
much  in  latitude  where  Street  agrees.  Kepler’s  tables  err  about  34  minutes.  These  errors  are 
caused  partly  by  Kepler  arnl  Wing  making  the  eccentricity  to<»  small,  and  the  aphelion  to  move 
t(x>  slow.  Bullialdus  makes  the  greatest  equation  6^^  37j^^  and  the  aphelion  to  move  above  3 degrees 
u\  100  years;  which  wilt  represent  bis  present  motions  very  well:  and,  with  rendering  his  mean 
motion  something  less,  will  answer  the  observations  of  40  years  past  pretty  well ; but  not  Tycho’s 
nor  Walter’s:  and,  consequently,  the  planet’s  motion  is  liable  to  secular  inequalities,  which  only 
time  can  discover.  I can  tell  you  no  good  news  about  my  labors.  Sir  I.  Newton’s  spite,  and  my 
late  illness,  has  put  all  to  a stand.  I am  always  mindful  of  you,  glad  to  hear  of  your  health  and 
welfare,  and  ready  to  serve  you  when  any  good  occasions  ofier. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  134.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  f^irp. 

The  Olmcrvatory,  March  2,  1707-8. 

Y'our  thoiighta  concemin|r  the  restitution  of  the  planets*  motions  arc  just:  they  act  one  on 
another,  and  since  their  actions  are  as  the  squares  of  their  distances  reciprocally,  it  will  be  difficult, 
and  require  a great  deal  of  consideration,  to  disentangle  them,  and  find  what  the  effects  of  their 
actions  have  been  in  several  ages.  For  certainly  they  must  cause  secular  inequalities  in  the  superiors  ; 
and  though  the  inferiors,  being  less  in  bulk,  cannot  have  to  great  effects  on  each  other,  yet  approach- 
ing each  other  much  nearer,  their  effects  must  be  sensible  and  pcrplc.tcd.  I think  I feel  them  both 
in  Mars  and  Venus ; and  then  our  Earth,  that  moves  betwixt  them,  must  be  involved  with  the 
same. 

And  for  *s  satellites,  f doubt  not  but  their  motions  are  all  liable  to  inequalities;  but  my  age 
and  infirmities  suffer  me  not  to  examine  them  as  I would.  All  I can  do  is,  to  lay  in  a good  stock  of 
observations,  as  I have  done,  for  the  primary  planets ; whereby  posterity  may  be  enabled  to  proceed 
where  I am  forced  to  leave  off,  through  the  envy  of  ill  men,  lest  I should  impoverish  my  ncarcM  re- 
lations, whom  1 am  bound  for  justice  and  conscience  to  take  care  of,  since  they  are  in  no  capacity  to 
provide  for  themselves. 

I.Ast  night  I caused  7^  to  be  observed  : his  $ to  the  sun  happened  on  the  5th  instant.  I iiuend 
to  examine  the  observations  this  evening  and  cause  them  to  be  repeated  the  next  clear  nights.  1 
have  now  the  oppositions  of  32  years,  or  more,  thnmgh  Gud*t  blessing,  carefully  and  exactly  ob- 
served ; which  is  a blessing  that  never  was  granted  by  him  to  any  of  my  profession  before  me.  I 
have  a catalogue  of  the  hxed  stars  four  times  as  laige  as  Tycho’s,  and  twice  as  numerous  as  Heve- 
lius’s.  1 think  I may  now  be  allowed  to  sit  down  and  praise  the  wise  Creator  of  the  Heavens  for 
his  favours  to  me,  and  leave  those,  who  have  more  strength  and  health,  to  go  on  and  derive  further 
praises  to  Him  from  the  result  of  my  labors.  And  though  the  progress  of  the  press  be  stopped  at 
present,  yet  I doubt  not  it  will  go  on  again  in  a short  time,  till  all  be  published.  But,  if  f must  be 
used  as  I have  been,  and  my  works  not  more  carefully  printed,  it  will  be  best  to  stay  where  we  are, 
till  God  remove  the  envious,  and  send  us  more  sincere  and  honest  persons  to  deal  with,  and 
manage  it. 

The  little  gout  I feel  in  my  ankles  makes  me  unable  to  walk  much,  or  exercise;  yet  still,  I bless 
God  for  it,  I have  but  little  pain.  I can  walk  down  to  the  town  sometimes;  and  better  up  the  hill, 
than  on  even  ground : my  mind  is  vqmrous  and  I am  still  urging  forwanl.  Lately  I took  Ptolemy’s 
Umar  system  into  consideration.  His  inequalities  arc  menstrual : so  they  are  in  Longumoritanus  or 
L/Jiigsberg’s  theory,  in  BuUialdus',  Wing’s,  and  Street's ; but  in  the  Alphonsinc  tables  they  are 
annual,  as  they  arc  io  Copernicus  and  Horrox.  Kepler  uses  both  ways,  but  most  commonly  that 
of  LongumoiUanus,  who  affirms  them  equipollent.  I was  concerned  to  find  how  they  came  to  l>e 
»u;  and,  after  some  little  time,  found  how  it  was;  and  how  Longsberg,  BuUialdus,  Wing,  and 
Street,  came  to  make  the  moon  approach  nearer  the  earth  in  the  octants  and  quadratures,  than  in 
the  syzigies  in  the  same  anomaly,  when  she  really  removes  farther  of.  This  I intend  to  impart  to 
you  in  my  next  letter.  In  the  mean  time,  1 hope  you  will  not  forget  to  observe  the  satellite  eclipses, 
when  they  come  conveniently  to  be  observed  in  the  evenings,  and  impart  them  to  me  as  you  used  to 
do.  1707-8.  Feb.  12,  in  the  evening,  ray  wife  coming  in,  told  me  a bright  star  was  very  uear  the 
moon.  I saw  it  was  Venus ; and  with  the  seven-foot  glass  observed  her  covered  at  d*"  55^.  All  the 
country  hereabouts  were  amazed  at  the  sight ; and  1 doubt  not  but  yours  in  Yorkshire  were  as 
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much  concerned  &t  the  nccessaiy  prodigy.  If  Squire  Bickerttaff  predictions,  a witty  banter  on  our 
astrologers,  have  reached  you,  your  people  might  conclude,  as  some  did  in  Essex,  that  it  was  a con- 
firmation of  them. 

[Copied  from  the  orijinai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mn.  Giles.] 


No.  133.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  5/wrp. 

The  Observatory,  April  19,  HOS. 

I have  yours  of  the  I6lh  past,  to  which  I intended  to  have  sent  you  a speedier  answer ; but  was 
prevented  with  a change  of  my  affairs,  that  you  will  not  be  displeased  to  hear  of.  Soon  afrer  yours 
arrived.  Sir  I.  Newton  sent  to  me,  to  bring  up  what  papers  1 bad  ready  for  the  press  to  London. 
I carried  a copy  of  a part  of  the  catalogue  with  the  second  volume  of  observations,  the  calculated 
places  of  the  planets,  done  by  you  and  Mr.  Witty,  and  some  other  things  that  might  intimate  to 
him  that  he  had  all  along  hindered  the  work ; though  I did  not  think  fit  expressly  to  affirm  it  We 
came  to  an  agreement ; he  would  have  the  second  volume  into  his  hands ; the  first  copy  of  the 
catalogue,  to  have  the  magnitudes  of  the  stars  inserted,  which  were  nut  in  it ; and  agreed  to  pay  me 
i^l25,  for  and  more  1 have  disbursed  within  three  years  past : and  we  must  go  on  anew  T 
accepted  the  condition ; have  filled  up  the  catalogue,  as  far  as  my  own  is  perfected,  received  the 
monies,  and  now  1 intend  to  present  you  with  ^10  for  your  pains  in  calculating  of  Prosthaphereses 
for  me,  and  other  service  you  have  done  me,  for  wliich  I think  I had  not  gratified  you  sufficiently 
before. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No,  136.)  Extract  of  a letter  front  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  ObeervatoTy,  May  13,  1708. 

I am  goirrg  to  the  constellations  of  Cassiopeia  and  Cepheus,  with  such  helps  as  this  place  affords 
me,  in  order  to  complete  the  catalc^e : but.  Sir  1.  Newton  is  so  false  and  froward  a person,  I know 
not  how  I shall  proceed.  But  this  I know,  that  nothing  shall  happen  without  the  will  of  God;  and 
what  he  wills  shall  be  always  for  the  best;  which  consideration  is  the  main  support  of.  Sir,  your 
affectionate  obliged  friend  and  servant. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  137.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  July  3,  1708. 

Knowing  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton  would  be  very  urgent  to  have  the  catalogue  of  the  fixed  »tars 
completed,  I set  myself,  not  long  since,  to  finish  those  of  Hevclius’s  sextant,  which  I have  finished, 
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uud  Herculc* : this  Isst  proved  a tough  piece  of  work : some  lUrs  wanted  to  be  obscrv'cd  agaiu  ; 
others  to  be  examined  and  rc-sUted.  In  this  last  month  I have  gone  tbrmigh  with  him  anew  ; ami 
in  a day  or  two  I hope  to  have  him  complete.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  now  calls  for  all  my  things  as 
they  are;  whereby  he  would  seem  modestly  to  intimate  that  they  arc  incomplete.  To  prevent  hia 
design  from  taking  effect,  1 am  forced  to  leave  the  work  I w as  u^»on,  to  go  on  with  the  catalogue. 
The  Great  Bear  will  find  me  a great  deal  of  emph»yment ; but  the  work  is  not  insujicrable ; nnd^ 
when  that  is  over,  there  remains  nothing  that  will  give  me  much  trouble.  This  is  the  n^ason  why 
I have  delayed  wTiling  to  you  so  long,  and  not  sent  you  whst  I designed  al)out  the  lunar  theory' : 
and,  for  this  reason,  I must  d^ire  you  to  respite  me  a little  longer.  You  see  I forget  you  not ; and, 
God  sparing  me  health,  I intend  ti  be  out  of  your  debt  with  my  first  leisure. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  138.)  Extracts  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  July  23,  1708. 

Not  only  the  ill  weather  has  hindered  me  from  observing  the  satellite  eclipses  this  year,  but  my 
weakness  shall  I call  it,  or  age.  For  I cannot  now  as  formerly  move  quick  to  view  the  planets  or 
manage  mj  instruments,  but  am  apt  on  every  change  of  my  pneilion  to  tumble  ; which  makes  me 
leave  this  work  for  my  young  people : and  my  present  servant  is  not  very  fit  for  it,  for  he  takes  no 
great  delight  in  it  As  long  aa  you  arc  capable  of  observing  them,  without  injury  to  yourself,  or  the 
like  danger,  I should  be  glad  to  have  them  from  you.  But  this  is  a small  return  for  yours  ^ you 
expect  something  else  from  me,  and  I shall  gnitily'  you  now  I have  a little  better  leisure,  than  when 
I wrote  to  you. 

They  [the  Academy  of  Science  at  Paris]  tell  us  of  a new  star  teen  following  the  tail  of  Hydra ; 
1 have  such  an  one  in  my  maps  and  catalogue,  and  I remember  I wondered,  when  I observed  it, 
that  I saw  it  not  in  Bayer,  for  it  was  a fourth-light  star  at  least.  They'  say  it  (prolwbly)  makes  itn 
returns  in  two  y'ears,  as  that  in  the  Whale’s  breast  does  in  eleven  months ; if  so,  this  may  Ire  the 
reason  why  neither  Tycho  nor  Bayer  have  it.  I shall  look  for  it  when  that  part  of  the  heavens 
Irecomes  visible  in  the  evenings,  and  give  you  an  account  of  it. 

But,  tliat  which  1 am  most  pleased  with,  is  that  they  tell  us  that  M.  La  Hire  has  made  such  good 
tables  of  Mercury,  that,  by  tlic  lielp  of  them,  he  has  found  him  upon  the  meridian,  and  since  observed 
him  frequently  there.  The  first  time  he  observed  him  on  it  was  Oct.  12,  1699 ; but,  he  adds,  that 
sometimes  he  could  not  find  him,  though  he  was  farther  removed  from  the  sun  than  he  was  at  other 
times  when  he  had  seen  him ; and  hence  draws  an  excuse  fur  the  fiflh  satellite  of  Saturn  being 
sometimes  visible,  at  others  not.  I have  an  observation  of  yours  in  my  notes,  1689  or  1690,  of 
Mercury  seen  on  the  nveridian,  witlt  his  meridional  zenith  distance.  1 am  sorry  you  did  not  pro- 
secute this  planet  then;  my  eyes  arc  so  much  decayed,  t fear  it  will  be  in  vain  to  seek  him  now, 
otherwise  my  glasses  are  not  much,  I believe,  inferior  to  La  Hire’s;  my  instrument  is  almost  two 
foot  more  radius.  I have  tried  to  get  1/a  Hire’s  tables  from  Holland,  but  as  yet  I cannot. 

! am  going  into  Surrey  next  week,  and  shall  be  absent  alwut  five  weeks  : in  the  mean  time  you 
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may  direct  your  letters  hither,  sa  UBUslly : my  niece,  whom  I leave  in  the  house,  will  send  them  to 
me,  and  convey  my  answers  to  you  as  usually. 

As  for  the  progrets  of  my  works,  I can  say  nothing  at  present.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  endeavors, 
cunningly,  to  have  thrown  all  the  delays,  he  has  caused,  upon  me ; but  I have  showed  they  were 
not  caused  by  roe.  I have  not  charged  him  with  them  : but,  if  he  can  find  nohcKly  else  to  fix  them 
on,  he  must  bear  them  himself,  and  shuffle  off,  with  his  usual  pretences  and  tricks,  as  he  can.  I 
never  met  with  his  fellow,  for  such  cunning;  and  I hope  in  God  I never  shall  again.  However,  I 
am  satisfied  it  lies  not  in  his  ]K>wer  to  prevent  what  God  wills. 

[Copied  from  the  orifjinai  letter  in  the  {Hisscssiun  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  139.)  ExiToci  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  Ftamslped  to  A/r.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Novem.  22, 1708. 

Finding  nothing  in  Sir  I.  Newton  but  contrived  delays  to  hinder  roy  work  from  going  on,  I 
resolved  however  to  proceed  as  I could;  and  therefore,  during  my  stay  in  the  country,  set  on  the 
constellation  of  the  greater  Bear:  but  the  work  went  on  but  untowardly  there,  by  reason  both  of 
cross  affairs,  and  the  want  of  my  original  observations.  Since  my  return,  I have  determined  tlu: 
right  ascensions  and  distances  from  the  pole  of  all  the  stars  1 had  observed,  to  roy  own  satisfaction. 
This  is  the  fourth  time  they  have  passed  under  my  hands.  At  present,  their  longitudes  and 
latitudes  are  calculating  by  Isaac  Woolferman,  roy  domestic  servant;  and  one  Mr.  Ryley,  a pupil 
of  J.  Hodgson*s,  who  lives  in  the  town,  repeats  them.  I have  above  220  stars  in  this  constellation, 
which  will  be  broken  into  Hevelius's  Asterion  and  Ohara,  his  Tyger,  Leo  Minor,  &c.,  as  soon  as 
the  calculations  are  finished ; for  I think  it  most  convenient  to  follow  his  model,  rather  than  tu 
breed  confusion  by  making  any  new  constellations  of  my  own. 

In  the  mean  time,  I have  had  much  disturbance  by  a cold,  the  common  distemper  of  the  past 
month,  and  my  lameness,  proceeding  from  something  like  the  gout ; which,  nevertheless,  has  not 
hindered  me  much  from  proceeding  in  my  design.  The  constellation  of  Draco  is  under  my  hands : 
this  contains  about  80  stars  already  observ'cd.  1 have  laid  a g<xxl  gruimd  to  proceed  upon,  and 
made  a good  entrance ; if  God  continue  my  health,  I doubt  not  but  to  have  it  finished  before 
Christmas:  after  which,  I have  only  the  lesser  Hear  to  manage,  with  Hevelius's  Moneceros,  and 
the  Southern  Fish : the  two  last  have  passed  once  under  roy  hands  already,  and  I foresee  will  give 
me  little  trouble.  The  lesser  Bear  will  not  he  difficult,  for  I have  distances  determined  reaily  for 
these  stars;  so  that  I hope,  with  God’s  aasistance,  to  finish  all  by  Lady  Day  next. 

You  see  the  present  posture  of  my  work.  You  will  fear  the  decease  of  his  Royal  Highness  may- 
hinder  the  progress  of  the  press.  I hope  not  at  all : ’lis  at  a full  stop  by  Sir  I.  Newton’s  practices. 
The  dmpt  sheet  ia  printed,  but  the  printer  has  not  yet  sent  me  a proof  of  the  next,  which  is  neoes> 
sarily  to  be  reprinted,  though  I was  pmmised  it  two  months  ago.  As  soon  as  I get  it,  I shall  send 
you  all  the  sheets  you  want,  except  I hear  they  will  go  on  with  six  sheets  more  I have  put  into 
Mr.  Hudson’s  hands,  to  be  added  to  this  volume,  containing  the  planets'  places  calculated  by  you 
and  Mr.  Witty,  from  distances  a Jiris  observed  with  the  sextant : which  if  they  go  on  to  do,  I shall 
detain  these  in  my  hands  till  these  arc  fiuishal;  if  not.  I will  send  them  as  they  arc,  as  soi>n 
as  I can. 

[Copied  from  the  origtnai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  140.)  Exiraci  of  a IcUer  from  .Vr.  FlamxieeH  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Ob*er?tlory,  March  24,  1708-9. 

1 have  got  finiahed  all  ray  calculations  of  the  stara*  longitudes  and  latitudea  for  ray  catalogue  this 
week  : but  it  will  require  some  time  and  labor  to  insert  the  variations  of  the  longitudes  in  them, 
and  to  correct  aome  stars  that  have  not  been  well  determined  as  they  stand  at  present.  I reckon 
that  I have  the  places  of  3000,  within  a few,  under  or  over,  determined  very  exactly.  I bare  near 
600  visible  places  of  the  moon,  calculated  horn  the  observatinus  by  youracLf,  Mr.  Witty,  Mr.  Ryley, 
and  I.  Wonlfcrman  : the  last  was  my  domestic  servant,  left  me  last  month,  and  is  gone,  with 
my  consent,  a conductor  of  the  train  of  srtiUcry,  to  Port  Mahon,  with  an  allowance  of  2j.  6iL  jier 
diem  and  a guimer*s  fee  bcsHlcs. 

The  places  of  Saturn,  Jupiter,  and  Mars,  I have  all  along  derived  from  the  observations  as  1 took 
them : so  those  lie  ready  for  tnmschptlon.  And  now,  I bless  God  for  it,  1 have  all  things  in  good 
readiness  for  the  edition  of  my  works;  but  I commit  all  to  the  ordering  of  bis  IVovidence ; and, 
since  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  put  a full  stop  to  the  press,  shall  not  urge  it  forward  again,  till  I sec 
a good  fund  settled,  and  secured,  to  carry  it  on,  without  any  danger  of  im|>edimcnt,  or  obstruction 
from  him,  or  any  of  his  tools. 

1 suppose  you  have  heard  that  Dr.  Gregory  is  dead.  Mr.  Caswell,  my  friend,  is  chosen  to  succeed 
Kim  in  the  Astronomy  Professorship  at  Oxford.  Mr.  Keile  put  in  for  it.  Mr.  Halley  did  all  he 
could  to  serve  him,  that  he  might  marry  his  daughter ; hut  his  vile  character  caused  some  sober 
persons  concerned  to  urge  Mr.  Caswell  to  accept  it;  who  resigned  his  Divinity  Beadle’s  place, 
worth  more  than  X*200  per  annum,  for  this,  worth  shout  X 120.  The  good  man  thinks  this  enough 
for  him,  and  is  well  enough  pleased  with  his  change : and  I tliink  him  very  wise  in  what  he  has 
done. 

Mr.  Newton,  the  Mathematical  Master  at  Christ's  Hospital,  has  resigned;  that  is,  is  turned  out 
for  insulBciency : and  Januns  Hodgson  succeeds  him,  and  has  been  in  that  echoed  ever  since  Christ- 
mas ; and  I hope  will  discharge  his  duty  faithfully  aa  lie  ought : 1 am  sure  he  wants  no  endowments. 

I am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  have  not  your  health ; this  winter  I have  enjoyed  mine  belter  than 
usually,  by  reason  that  I kept  more  within  doors,  and  did  not  expose  myself  to  the  cold  so  frequently 
as  formerly.  I bless  God  for  this,  and  would  advise  you,  as  your  years  advance,  abate  your  diet, 
avoid  cold,  use  moderate  exercise,  and  you  will  find,  through  his  blessing,  better  effects  of  it  than 
you  could  expect  from  physic. 

[Copied  from  the  origincU  letter  in  the  ]>oBsession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  141.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Eiamjteed  to  Mr.  A*  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  June  13,  1709. 

I shnuld  beg  your  pardon  for  my  long  silence,  but  tliat  I know  you  will  easily  e.xcuse  me,  when  I 
acquaint  you  that,  ever  since  I received  your  last,  I have  been  very  busy  in  collecting  the  right 
ascensions  and  distances  of  the  moon  and  planets  from  the  pok,  got  by  the  help  of  the  meri- 
dional arc;  and  delermining  the  requisites  for  finding  their  places  from  them. 

I have  finished  those  for  the  moon,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1705;  and  of  the  planets  to  the  be- 
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ginning  of  the  present.  And  now  the  work  of  calculation  lies  in  the  handa  of  Mr.  Riley  and  my  aer~ 
vant ; who,  I hope,  will  Bnish  it  before  I go  into  Surrey,  which  will  not  be  this  three  weeka  yet, 
1>ecauae  the  rainy  weather  makes  the  harvest  backyarder  than  usually.  1 bless  God  for  this  good 
success,  and  roy  health  continued;  though  1 grow  lamer  than  I was,  and  1 doubt  not  but  his  Pru- 
videitce  will  afford  me  a happy  opportunity  of  publishing  all.  However,  Sir  I.  Newton  docs  all  he 
can  to  hinder  me : be  is  sensible  all  the  blame  of  these  delays  is  justly  laid  at  his  door  : to  remove 
it,  he  endeavors  to  transfer  it  to  the  Office  of  the  Ordnance;  but  they  are  sensible  of  his  cunning. 
I am  so  to  carry  myself,  as  not  to  decline  the  patronage  of  my  very  good  friends  at  the  Tower ; but 
to  embrace  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  let  them  see  how  my  old  acquaintance  would  use  them,  and 
has  endeavored  to  rob  them  of  their  due.  But  this  business  will  not  come  on  till  the  Master  of  thr 
Ordnauce,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  returns  from  Flanders:  so  that  you  arc  not  to  desimir  of 
seeing  my  volumes  completely  printed,  though  I meet  with  obstacles  and  delays.  Sir  I.  Newton 
tells  some  people  there  is  no  need  of  printing  the  observations  made  with  the  mural  arc,  but  only 
the  tables  for  the  use  of  our  seamen.  This  is  a cunning  siqrgcstion  to  spoil  the  work.  These  must 
be  |mntcd  before  the  catalogue  passes  out  of  my  hands  : they  are  copied  in  175  sheets : the  con- 
stellations must  next  be  drawn  snd  engraved ; and  then  I shall  part  with  the  catalogue  and  planets’ 
places,  dcriveil  from  the  observations,  but  not  williugly  before.  To  do  otherwise  would  be  to  set 
the  cart  before  the  hursea  ; which  he  has  always  endeavored  to  get  done,  either  in  order  utterly  to 
stop  and  spoil  the  work,  or  to  give  me  such  vexation  and  trouble  as  should  make  me  throw  it  up 
This  is  his  way  of  promoting  it 

[Copied  from  the  criminal  letter  in  the  poMeasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  142.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  .S/w/p. 

Burstow,  Aug.  19,  17f>9. 

I have  almost  completed  all  the  calculations  of  the  planets*  pIsccs,  derived  from  my  observations 
made  at  Greenwich  from  1676  to  1709;  but,  of  the  moon,  only  to  1705  completed.  The  visible 
places  iff  the  moon,  determined  by  you,  Mr.  Witty,  and  my  servant,  arc  about  1000;  of  the  planets 
near  as  many ; of  tlm  fixed  stars  about  3000 ; which  is  such  a stock  as  the  world  never  saw  before, 
and  will  be  a sure  foundation  for  the  theories.  So  far  has  God  blessed  me,  and  I doubt  not  but  he 
will  affonl  me  an  opportunity  to  see  them  published,  since  he  has  afforded  me  strength  and  mi*ant> 
to  carry  the  work  on  to  such  |)erfcction. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  143.)  Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Octob.  25,  1709. 

This  comes  to  inform  you  that,  on  Thursday  last,  my  servant  delivered  to  Mr.  Stanfield,  at  Mr. 
Knap’s,  all  the  printed  sheets  of  my  Ffistoria  Calestis^  from  page  101  to  the  conclusion;  except 
the  reprinted  copy  of  the  first  sheet  of  the  MocuLp,  which  I could  not  get  printed,  nor  so  much  as 
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6Ct  my  eye*  upon.  This  » Sir  I.  Newton’i  return  for  dl  my  oblifpng  civilities  wni  kindneiies,  of 
which  you  have  sometimes,  though  many  years  ago,  1>ocn  witness.  He  is  now  removing  to  Chel* 
sea,  and  has  been  lately  much  talked  of;  but  not  much  to  his  advantage.  Our  society  is  ruined  by 
his  close,  politic,  and  cunning  forecast ; { fear  past  retrieving,  for  our  Doctor's  Tranaactiona  have 
been  twice  burlesqued  publicly ; and  now  we  have  had  none  pubbshed  I think  this  four  montlu. 
I have  corrected  the  errors  of  the  press,  in  the  copy  1 send  you,  but  to  the  beginning  of  the  observa- 
tions of  solar  spots : the  rest  you  may  correct  by  the  errata,  which  I have  caused  my  servant  to 
transcribe  on  the  void  half  sheet  of  this  Ictler.  You  will  excuse  me  for  this  long  delay  of  the  per- 
formance of  my  prmuiae  caused  only  by  Mr.  Hudson's  carelessly  losing  those  sheets  I put  into  his 
han<ls  to  send  you  : which  has  forced  me  to  break  the  only  entire  spare  set  1 have  bv  me.  I do  not 
promise  myself  much  good  from  the  hopes  I was  put  into  lately ; nor  am  I but  very  little  concerned 
about  printing  the  rest ; now  I am  ready  for  all  events.  Gotl’s  will  be  done. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter  in  the  poaseisioii  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  14-1.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Dec.  1,  1709- 

Sir, 

I am  heartily  glad  to  find  by  yours,  of  thedtb  past,  tliat  you  have  received  the  remaining 
printed  sheeta  of  my  envied  Historia  Cmlestis.  I was  much  concerned  tliat  I could  not  aend  you 
them  sooner ; and  not  easy  till  I had  put  them  into  Mr.  Stanheld's  lianda,  to  prevent  another  mis- 
carriage. You  arc  often  concerned  in  them,  but  much  more  in  what  remaina.  Besides,  you  have 
had  so  great  a share  in  them,  hy  making  the  mural  arc,  and  calculating  the  planets*  places  from  the 
observations  made  with  the  sextant  and  it,  that  I can  never  foi^t  to  serve  you  when  it  lies  in  my 
power,  nor  in  the  least  neglect  you.  Y'ou  deal  hardly  with  me,  when  you  write  that  I threaten  you 
slmll  hear  seldom  from  me ; for  I desire  to  hear  often  from  you,  but  am  loth  to  put  you  to  the 
ux|H:n8C  of  my  answers  to  yours,  when  my  letters  shall  bring  you  uothiug  that  is  worth  the  postage. 
Assure  yourself  I rejoice  both  when  I have  a letter  from  you,  or  meet  with  anything  that  may 
furnish  me  with  matter  for  one  to  you. 

I told  you  some  time  ago  I had  finished  all  my  calculations  of  the  stars'  places  for  my  catalogue, 
and  that  they  arc  double  the  number  of  Hevdius'a,  and  treble  of  Tycho’s;  how  much  they  are 
exacter  you  know,  and  can  judge  belter  than  any  person  1 am  acquainted  with : besides,  I also 
acquainted  you  some  time  since,  that  the  lunar  calculated  places  would  be  about  1000.  They  arc 
DOW  finished  to  the  end  of  the  year  1705. 

I am  now  setting  one  Mr.  Hyley,  a very  ingenious  young  man  that  lives  in  Greenwich,  and  is 
ready  at  numbers,  to  calculate  the  moon’s  visible  places  from  my  new  tables,  to  the  first  100 
observ'ed.  The  true  places  have  been  already  calculated  by  the  tables,  hy  Mr.  Witty,  and  Woolfer- 
man  : my  present  servant,  Joseph  Crosthwait,  a Cumberland  youth,  is  to  repeat  Ryley's  calculations, 
or  rather  work  against  him ; for  I do  uot  use  to  let  him  sec  another's  calculations  till  he  has  finished 
his  own,  to  be  sure  of  bis  work. 

When  this  is  done,  we  shall  see  very  easily  how  near  the  tablea  agree  with  the  heavens,  and 
wlkcther  the  new  inequaliUcs  introduced  into  the  lunar  system  are  of  mine  or  not,  and,  probably, 
what  further  emendations  are  to  be  appli^.  I shall  nut  get  them  into  this  work  till  the  latter  end 
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»>f  the  next  week.  I have  by  me  a nonagcsitnary  tabie,  calculated  by  you,  which  tupjwaea  the 
latitude  51°  28'  10",  as  I used  it  wheu  you  lived  with  me.  I have  since  determined  it  better, 
51°  28'  3U" ; it  will  cost  me  some  little  labor  tn  correct  Uic  table  for  this  alteration  : for  use,  it  may 
btaml  as  it  ia ; but  I must  make  it,  hoaever,  fit  this  alteration.  1 shall  give  you  a small  tabic  fur 
the  correction,  when  I have  finished  it;  and  if  you  think  fit,  and  can  take  pleasure  in  comparing 
the  tables  with  youx  observatiuna, ! sliall  pick  out  another  huudred,  to  find  you  employment  at  your 
spare  hours. 

The  places  of  the  superior  planets  arc  all  derived  from  the  ul>servatioDs  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1709,  these  are  about  1000  in  nunilwr;  that  is  aiwut  twice  as  many  as  we  have  from  all  the  astro- 
nomers that  have  been  before  : for  Tycho  has  given  but  a few  places  derived  from  his  olwervations. 
Gassendi  and  Horrox's  arc  scarce  to  l>c  depended  upon,  because  taken  only  with  a forestafT;  and 
Gassendi  git'es  no  places  derived  from  his.  Heveliua  designed  to  have  given  the  places  deduced  from 
his,  but  there  arc  none  of  them  come  to  our  hands.  Besides,  Tycho\  and  Hevelius’s  catalogues  arc 
faulty  and  imperfect,  by  reason  they  assumed  the  obliquities  of  the  ecliptic  too  big;  and  the  plain 
sights,  wherewith  they  observ'ed,  rendered  these  places  doubtful : we  gu  on  surer  grounds,  who  have 
used  pros])CCtivc  sights,  a just  obliquity,  and  a full  catalogue.  I am  «(oestioning  whether  I ought 
nut  to  lay  aside  the  old  observations  of  Hipparchus,  which  Ptolemy  hna  given  us ; and  correct  the 
motions  of  the  sun,  by  cumpariug  Bernard  Walter's  solar  observations  with  my  own.  He  lived 
200  years  and  was  very  diligent  and  careful;  and  jMnhajffi  he  may  be  relied  on  to  4 or  5 
minutes : whereas,  if  we  compare  Ptolemy  with  each  other,  it  will  be  evident  he  has  erred  abm'c 
half  a degree,  perhaps  a whole  one,  or  an  entire  day,  in  determining  an  equinox.  Which  makes 
S some  learncrl  men  think  that  he  has  wrested  either  bis  own,  or  Hipparchus’s  observatlotis,  to  make 

them  agree  to  his  year  of  365  days,  5**  55':  which  is  6 minutes  too  big  per  year;  and,  in  240  years, 
will  make  a whole  day's  error.  I have  heard  Mr.  Street  complaining  of  him,  and  intimating  that 
Ptolemy  had  no  exact  account  of  the  Asian  years  and  months,  or  that  he  did  not  well  understand 
them : I am  sometimes  inclined  to  be  of  the  same  mind ; but  when  I read  in  Pliny  that  Hipparchus 
made  cphcmeridcs  (by  which  word  I understand  only  calendars),  for  600  years,  it  makes  me  suspend 
my  opinion,  till,  by  comparing  some  of  my  own  observatbus  with  M’alter's  and  Albatcgni's,  or 
some  other  way,  1 may  be  able  to  determine.  You  see,  hereby,  whereabouts  we  are : I have  only  laid 
a better  foundation  for  astronomy  than  those  that  have  gone  before  me.  If  God  spares  me  health, 
you  see  which  way  I intend  to  move.  I commit  all  things  to  his  direction,  pray  for  your  health, 
and  doubt  not  of  your  assistance  whenever  necessary  for,  Sir,  your  real  friend  and  servant, 

JoiiK  Flamsteed. 

[Kxtracted  from  MSS,  voi.  33,  p^es  81  and  82  ] 


No.  143.)  Letter  from  lifr.  Fiamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  SharjK 

The  Observatory,  Feb.  11,  1709-10. 

Sir, 

Yuura  of  the  6th  past  found  me  buRv  in  considering  the  motions  of  the  planet  Saturn’s 
opposition  to  the  sun  1 have  observed  him  at,  in  tlio  last  days  of  December.  Mr.  fiossley,  whom  I 
have  sometimes  mentioned  to  you,  as  employed  by  me,  wrote  me  a letter,  at  tlic  same  time,  wherein 
he  told  me  that  his  former  attempts  to  represent  my  obscrv'ations  of  this  planet's  motions  having 
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failed,  he  had  thed  anew,  and  sent  me  the  result  of  his  determinations ; which  I have  aince  exanuned 
and  find  them  not  sufficient.  The  French  having  endeavored  to  do  the  like,  it  gave  me  occasion  to 
examine  theirs,  which  I find  worse  than  hit.  It  was  not  till  yesterday,  that  1 determined  what 
was  to  be  dune  in  the  business ; but  I am  not  yet  fully  resolved : only  thus  mucli,  I think  I foresee 
that  I shall  be  able  to  answer  all  the  good  observations  of  the  last  200  years,  within  six  or  seven 
minutes ; and  the  old  one  that  was  made  almost  2000  years  ago  tolerably  w ell.  And  this  much 
I dare  assert  from  my  work  : 

1.  That  the  aphelion  of  Saturn  roovea  much  swifter  forward,  than  it  haa  usually  been  thought, 
inter  ^xas. 

2.  The  node  recedes  inter  Ji:ccu, 

3.  The  greatest  equations  are  not  much  dififerent  from  Kepler's. 

4.  The  inclination  of  his  orbit  about  minutes  less  than  he  or  Bullialdus  makes  it. 

I ho|>e,  next  week,  to  get  new  tables  ready  for  my  calculator  to  compute  his  places  by  ; to  make 
a more  limited  and  exact  correction.  I must  add  more,  that  his  mean  motion  ia  much  slower  than 
Kepler  and  Bullialdus  make  it.  As  soon  as  f have  done  with  this  planet,  I intend  to  proceed  to 
Jupiter;  for  whom  I ha\’C  aome  tables  also  made  formerly  by  Mr.  Bossley,  which  will  be  uscAi) 
to  me.  This  work  has  hindered  me  from  proceeding  to  get  my  great  catalogue  transcribed:  but  that 
ta  labor  only  fit  fur  my  young  man.  So  that  *tis  no  loss  of  time ; but  an  advantage  it  will  certainly 
be  to  the  public,  to  ]>nicecd  with  what  haa  fallen  under  my  hands,  till  God  affords  me  an  oppor- 
tunity to  go  on  with  the  proper  work,  which  1 commit  w'holly,  aa  I do  all  my  aifiairs,  to  his  good 
Providence  : with  whose  dis|)nsal,  let  them  be  what  He  pleases,  1 shall  ever  be  very  well  pleased. 

You  now  see  the  reason  why  my  return  to  yours  haa  been  ao  long  delayed;  and  I bo])e  excuae 
me  for  it,  and  will  pardon  me  if  I ahould  hereafrer  be  as  long  before  I anawer  aome  I receive  from 
you : for  1 ahall  not  be  very  easy  till  I have  got  this  planet*s  motions  off  my  hands,  and  perhaps  I 
may  at  the  same  time  fall  on  Jupiter’s,  who  I hope  will  not  give  me  so  much  trouble;  but  whom  1 
shall  more  desire  to  bring  to  rules,  because  the  modona  of  hit  satellites  require  the  true  know- 
ledge of  hia. 

1 must  add  concerning  Saturn  that,  whereas  Sir  I.  Newton  suggested  to  me  that  all  the  planets 
increased  in  their  bulk  continually,  by  an  acccaaion  of  matter  from  the  taila  of  cometa  passing  near 
them,  and  resolutions  of  matter  from  the  ether  about  them,  this  now  seems  not  probable.  Mr. 
Halley  had  told  him  that  the  motions  of  Saturn  were  slower,  this  last  100  years,  much  than  formerly. 
I have  tables  of  Saturn  by  me,  of  his  making,  presented  to  Sir  J.  Moore,  wherein  he  makes  Saturn's 
motion  in  100  years  26  minutes  slower  than  ’tis  in  the  Caroline  Tables.  Now,  if  the  planets  grow 
slower  in  thek  motions,  they  must  consequently  remove  farther  from  the  sun,  and  there  is  no  reason 
for  their  removing  farther  from  the  sun  except  they  increase  in  bulk  and  weight : but  I do  not  find 
that  Saturn  moves  any  slower  now  than  he  did  almost  2000  years  ago.  MSliich  makes  me  think 
our  earth,  and  the  other  planets,  have  gained  little  or  nothing  from  tlie  tails  of  comets,  and  that  the 
fumes  from  them  have  filled  our  orbit  from  the  sun  as  far  as  the  orb  of  Venus  with  tliat  matter, 
which  causes  the  light  we  sec,  in  the  moonless  nights,  about  the  time  of  the  venial  equinox ; of 
which  M.  Fatio  has  given  an  account. 

Whilst  I have  been  upon  Saturn,  I have  found  a period  that  may  he  of  very  good  use  to  our 
ephcmeriiitsts : *tia  206  yean,  precise;  after  which,  he  returns  to  the  same  place  ver)’  near  in  tbe 
ecliptic,  at  the  aame  distance  from  the  sun. 

A period  of  83  yean  reduces  Jiqiiter  nearly  in  like  manner.  I hope  you  are  provided  to  obaerve 


Digitized  by  Google 

- 


Nu.  145.] 


275 


Appendix  to  Fhnuleed'»  Hitlory. 

the  eclipae  of  the  aun,  that  happena  on  Friday  next  the  11th  inatant;  I ahall  deairc  to  ace  yourob- 
serrations  of  it:  vrhat  I gain  shall  be  sent  you  as  soon  as  I can  get  leisure  to  put  it  in  order,  God 
■ending  health  to,  Sir,  your  friend  to  serre  you,  John  Flamsteed,  M.R. 

My  knees  and  ankles  grow  very  weak,  so  that  I cannot  get  into  the  stage-coach  without  help,  when 
I go  tn  London. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  146.)  Tho  Account  of  Sir  Ixaac  Netetnn  of  the  expenses  of  printing  the  Astronomical  Obser- 
vations of  Mr.  John  Flamsteed,  by  order  of  his  /loyal  flig/mess  the  /Vince. 


Charye, 

Received  of  the  Treasurer  of  his 
Royal  UighneM  . • • . 


£.  $.  d, 

373  0 0 


i*315  0 0 


Disekaryt. 

Paid  to  Aw  nsham  Churchill,  book- 
seller, for  printing  98  sheets, 
at  ^1  14>t.  per  sheet  • • 

Paid  to  Mr.  John  Flamsteed,  26th 
March,  1708,  in  part  for  his 
charge  and  trouble  in  preparing 
papers  for  the  first  and  second 
volume  of  his  observations  and 
correcting  the  press  . . 

Paid  to  Mr.  Machin  for  examin- 
ing Mr.  Flamstoc<pB  copy  by 
his  minutc-lKM)ks,  and  also  for 
repeating  and  correcting  his 

calculations 

Paid  to  Mr.  Churchill  for  his  cx» 
traordinary  charge  in  printing 
marginal  notes  in  GO  of  the 
above  98  sheets  ...» 
Paid  Mr.Churchill  for  his  charge  in 
altering  two  sheets  of  s[)ccimens 
of  the  work  in  the  beginning  . 
Paid  Mr.  Churchill  for  his  loss  in 
providing  certain  «5rts  of  stamps 
and  rules  for  the  whole  work, 
which  will  be  of  no  further  use 

to  him 

Balance  due  to  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Prince’s  Adroinistralora  • 


£,  t.  d. 


166  12  0 


125  0 0 


30  0 0 


GOO 
3 5 0 


20  0 0 

25  3 0 

^75  0 0 


April  8th,  nio.  Thi.  account  was  examined  and  approved  by  us. 

Is.  NewToK.  T.  Robartss.  Chiu  Wrih. 


JuTRt,  11“  die  Aprilis,  1110,  coram  Tnos.  Burt. 

[Copied  from  a MS,  in  the  poaaeiaion  of  Dawson  Turner,  Esq.] 
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No.  I‘I7.)  Extract  of  a iifiUr  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Slatrp. 

The  Observatory,  July  14,  1710. 

Since  my  last  to  you  I ha\*c  been  frc<iuenUy  em|»luyed  in  correcting  the  motions  of  Saturn, 
Jupiter,  and  Mara : as  fur  Sutum,  1 find  1 cannot  make  any  numbers,  as  vet,  that  will  represent  all 
ray  own  olieervations  nearly ; hut  they  will  be  luo  slow  in  Bernard  Walter’s  by  10  or  15  minutes, 
and  about  8 minutes,  in  Hevelius,  of  time  too  fast ; which  intimates  a secular  intention  and  remis* 
aiem  of  his  mean  motion,  and  another  inccjuality  arising  from  his  jKnition  in  respect  of  Jupiter. 
About  six  years  hcncc  he  will  come  to  his  mean  longitude  again ; and  observations  made  of  hia 
place,  two  or  three  years  before  and  after  1716,  will  probably  show  us  more  of  these  inequalities, 
tlian  we  can  conclude  from  any  absmatiuus  made  since  Tycho's  time.  In  the  mean  time  f am 
pleased  to  Hnd  tliat  1 can  represent  all  his  observations,  within  five  or  six  minutes,  my  own  nearer 
within  three  or  four,  and  those  betwixt  us,  of  Hevelius,  within  seven  or  eight. 

But  my  success  in  Jupiter  is  not  so  good  : he  intends  and  remits  his  motion  strangely.  From 
the  year  1664  to  1676,  it  seems  to  agree  with  Mr.  Bosslcy’s  mean  motions:  from  1676  to  1688  it 
retards  almut  12  minutes:  fmm  1688  to  1009  it  accelerates  one  minute:  from  1704  to  1710  'lia 
retarded  10  minutes ; yet  this  I am  pleased  with,  that  the  errors  arc  never  more  than  eight  minuiea 
whereas  Kepler’s  Tables  sometimes  are  faulty  about  16.  Kepler’s  numbers  err  in  Mara  someiiiuea 
near  half  a degree : but  in  the  mean  motions  a correction  of  about  eight  minutes  will  take  this 
away : so  that  I hope  he  will  cause  me  less  trouble  than  either  Jupiter  or  Saturn  has  dune  And  I 
doubt  not  of  as  good  succens  with  Venus,  in  whose  motions  I hnd  near  the  same  fault  ^ but  1 have 
not  got  my  observations  of  her  yet  calculated,  by  the  Tables,  to  see  how  much  correction  she  will 
require. 

1 never  yet  saw  Mercury  in  the  sun:  some  of  the  French  mathematicians  have:  I shall  leave 
this  planet  to  them  and  posterity  ; who,  by  the  help  of  my  new  catalogue,  will  easily  hnd  liis  places. 

I have  neither  health  sufficient  for  this  planet,  uor  can  I stand,  as  is  requisite,  lojmake  the  necessary 
ubservaUone  of  liim,  being  now  within  a muntli  of  64  years  old  complete. 

You  know  what  1 have  done  towards  rectifyiug  the  motions  of  the  mtion.  I advance  towards  her 
as  my  age  permits  me.  This  winter  1 nmy  pcrha))fl  do  aomething  more  towards  a furtlicr  correction 
of  them ; and  if  I hnd  it  needful  to  require  your  help,  you  need  not  doubt  but  I shall  impart  to  you 
all  that  b requisite  for  the  thorough  undcrstatiding  of  what  you  shall  lie  ujion  ; for  I have  ever  dealt 
candidly  w'ith  all  men,  and  from  you  I never  did,  or  will,  or  need  I hope  to,  couccal  anything  I have 
under  my  hands. 

The  greatest  error  of  my  Tables  in  the  moon  1 find  to  be,  as  in  Jupiter  and  Mars,  about  eight 
minutes. 

Sir  I.  Newton  has  put  our  Royal  Society  into  great  disorder  by  his  partiality  fur  £.  Halley  and 
Dr.  Sloane,  upon  a small  and  inconsiderable  occasion : so  that  they  have  broke  up  some  few  weeks 
beiure  their  time.*  Dr.  Harris  has  lost  all  his  reputation  by  actions  not  fit  for  me  to  tell  you.  The 
French  .Academy  affords  us  notbiiig  of  late  : the  ill-success  of  their  public  affairs,  I fear,  has  ill 

* ThU  probably  alludei  to  a dispute  in  the  Coundl  of  the  Royal  Society  between  Dr.  Woodward  and  Dr.  Sliuto^. 
I>r.  Woodward  was  requested  by  the  Coondl  to  make  an  apology } and,  on  his  refusal,  was  ejected  fnnn  the  Council, 
He  afterwards  moved  the  Court  of  Queen’s  Bench  to  be  restored.  See  the  MS  Minutes  of  the  Councit  of  the 
Royal  Sodety  of  the  datw  of  Marah  t9,  May  3,  May  24,  sod  June  17. 1710.  F.  D. 
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iiiHuenccs  upon  them.  We  arc  at  prcecnt  under  *ppreheu*i<m  here,  but  I doubt  not  that  goo»l 
Providence  that  has  hitherto  watched  over  an«l  guarded  this  nation,  will  still  defend  u«;  and  turn 
sU  to  good.  That  God  Almighty  may,  and  evermore,  bless  you  with  content  and  peace,  and  a long 
enjoyment  of  your  health,  is  the  hearty  prayer  for  you  of,  Sir,  your  real  and  affectionate  friend  and 
servant, 

[Copied  from  the  ori^mo/  letter  in  the  possesaion  of  Mr*.  Giles.] 


No.  14B.)  ExiTxici  of  a /etter/rom  Mr.  Fiam-tteed  to  Mr.  A.  Rharp. 

The  Observatorj',  Sept.  20, 1710. 

I have  not  finished  Butum  yet,  nor  can  well  till  I see  how  his  places  will  be  represented  by  my 
new  numbers,  five  or  six  years  hence.  I must  expect  the  same  for  Jupiter.  I cannot  bring  my 
numbers  nearer  in  Mars  than  within  five  or  six  minutes  of  my  own  observations;  though  they  will 
agree  better,  I think,  with  Tycho** : but  then  I cannot  think  his  exact  more  than  witliin  that 
quantity.  On  the  wh^de,  I plainly  perceive  there  is  a cause  that  vitUtes  their  motions;  and  it 
seems  to  l>c  tlicir  mutual  gravitations  on  each  other,  and  pretty  regular.  So  that  1 do  not  doubt  but 
to  solve  them  : for,  (heir  gravitations  being  reciprocally  as  the  squares  of  their  intcmiutual  distanre.x, 
and  directly  as  the  hulk  of  their  bodies,  it  will  not  be  ddficult  to  determine  how  much  they  draw  the 
remoter  planet  inward  towards  the  sun,  or  force  the  nearer  ffnm  him.  Now,  their  distances  being 
as  the  cube-roots  of  their  revolutions  squared,  it  will  he  foiuid  how  much  their  revolutions  are 
accelerated  or  retarded,  and  consequently  how  much  they  move  swifter,  or  slower,  on  this  cause. 
Carry  on  the  thought,  and  you  will  see  that  Uie  place  of  the  aphelion  will  be  altered  by  tlie  same 
cause;  but  to  find  in  what  proportion,  will  require  much  thought  and  pains.  I only  find  it  is  so  in 
Mars;  and  to  represent  two  observations  made  at  his  conjunction  to  the  sun,  but  four  years  dis- 
tance (and  abundantly  confirmed  by  others  taken  both  before  and  after  (hem),  it  will  be  requisite  to 
alter  the  place  of  his  aphelion  near  half  a degree ; whereas  the  mean  motion  will  alter  it  but  about 
four  minutes  in  that  time.  This  is  the  consequence  of  Kcpler*s  doctrine  of  mognctical  fibres, 
improvc<l  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren  and  prosecuted  by  Sir  I.  Newton  : and  1 think  I can  lay  some 
claim  to  a part  of  it ; for  I asserted  it  in  a letter  I wrote  to  >fr.  Crompton,  of  Cambridge,  about  the 
great  comet,  in  February,  1680-1.*  You  lived  with  me  in  1684  and  1685,  and  I hope  took  a copy 
of  it : which  if  you  did,  you  will  exceedingly  oblige  me  by  letting  me  know  it,  and  sending  me  a 
transcript  of  it  and  the  figure.  For  though  I inserted  the  substance  of  that  letter  into  iny  lectures 
at  Gresham  College,  which  I have  by  me,  yet  I am  very  desirous  to  get  a copy  of  that  letter, 
because  I have  two  letten  of  a frieml  in  my  hands  that  relate  directly  to  it.  You  need  not  copy  the 
figure  of  the  comet's  path,  for  I have  kept  that. 

[Cijpied  from  the  oriyiruii  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 

* This  letter  is  printed  in  the  Oenerat  Dictw»tuy^  under  the  article  '*  Newton."  S«r  the  note  in  page  61.  F.  B. 
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No.  149.)  First  drafl  of  Mr.  Flamsieed^s  PetiHon  to  Queen  Anne. 

Dec.  29,  1710. 

To  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty.  The  humble  petition  of  John  FUmsteed, 
her  Majesty's  Astronomer  at  the  Royal  Observatory,  in  Greenwich  Park,  humbly 
sheweth. 

That  your  Majesty  having  signified  by  a letter  from  your  Secretary,  Mr.  St.  John,  dated  the  12th 
instant,  that  it  wav  your  Majesty’s  pleasure  that  I should  admit  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society, 
together  with  such  others  that  the  Council  of  the  said  Royal  Society  shall  think  fit  to  join  with 
them,  to  be  instant  visitors  of  the  said  Observatory,  to  give  me  directions  for  making  such 
observations  as  they  shall  think  necessary,  and  for  purchasing  such  instruments  as  belong  to  me, 
and  that  1 should  yearly  give  them  an  account  of  such  observations  aa  1 have  made; 

1 humbly  crave  U^ve  to  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that  the  Observatory*  having  been  built  by  tbe 
order  and  directions  of  your  Royal  Uncle  King  Charles  II.,  in  the  years  1675  and  1676,  it  was  left 
to  my  discretion  to  continue  and  prosecute  my  observations  in  such  manner  aa  I thought  6t. 

That  the  instruments  with  which  it  is  furnished  arc  all  of  them  either  such  as  were  given  to  me  by 
Sir  Jonas  Moore,  or  purchased  and  built  at  my  own  cost. 

That  all  the  necessary  observations  have  been  made  by  me  without  directions  from  any  person,  I 

there  being  very  few  persons  in  your  Majesty’s  dominions  that  were  fit  to  advise  or  direct  me  in  i 

my  business. 

That  I have  observed  the  places  of  the  fixed  stars  and  planets,  according  to  my  general  instruc-  | 

tions  in  your  Royal  Uncle's  warrant.  I 

That  his  Higlmen,  your  deceased  consort  the  Prince,  having  seen  my  charts  of  the  con$tell&> 
lions,  and  having  had  the  printing  of  my  works  recommended  to  him  hy  the  Professors  and  Fellows 
of  the  Royal  Society,  out  of  bU  affection  to  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  and  a desire  to  promote  those  j 

which  are  most  useful  to  the  nadun,  was  ]>lcased  to  order  them  to  be  printed,  and  to  assign  iCl200 
for  the  expense.  t 

That  the  1st  volume,  containing  the  Observations  made  from  1676  to  1689  is  printed,  but  where 
disposed  of  your  petitioner  knows  not. 

Tliat  the  2nd  volume,  containing  all  ray  Observations  from  1689  to  1705,  fair  copied  in  175  J 

sheets  of  lai^  p(t{>cr,  was  put  into  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  hands  March  24,  1707*8;  and  that  soon  | 

afrer  your  petitioner  received  of  him  £l25,  tn  part  of  more  than  jCI  13  it  has  cost  him  in  calculators  I 

and  copiers;  and  is  now  in  his  keeping  for  aught  he  knows.  I 

That  during  the  time  tbe  1st  volume  was  in  the  press,  he  often  delayed  ito  progress  without  any  ^ 

reason  given,'  or  on  light  and  frivulaus  pretences,  and  after  he  had  got  the  2nd  into  his  hands, 
he  absolutely  stopped  it,  and  always  showed  an  aversion  to  its  progress.  * 

That  since  that  time  I have  finished  the  catalogue  of  .'1000  fixed  stars,  which  I have  by  me  ready  j 

to  be  transcribed : that  I have  moreover  by  me  such  a number  of  the  places  of  the  planets  derived  j 

from  my  oljservations  by  myself  and  such  anisUnts  as  I have  hired  at  my  own  expense,  as  no  age  ' 

before  has  seen. 

That  1 have  made  further  advances  than  ’tis  proper  to  mention  here,  and  might  have  presented 
your  Majesty  with  the  whole  work  perfected  before  this  time,  if  his  Royal  llighn<da’t  noble  inten*  ' 

tions  had  not  been  prevented,  and  my  endeavors  continually  obstructed  by  those  who  ought,  and 
whose  duty  1 conceived  it  was,  to  have  seconded  and  promoted  both. 
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That  in  35  yean  I have  spent  in  the  aenicc  of  your  Majcety  and  your  predccesaors,  I have 
expended  a la:^  sum,  more  than  my  appointment,  in  making  inatrumenU,  and  necessary  assistance, 
and  educated  more  than  100  hrevc  youths  that  have  pasted  into  the  public  service. 

That  I may  not  have  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  nor  any  of  their  Council  set  over  me  as 
visitors,  nor  suflered  to  prescribe  to  me  what  observations  to  make,  since  they  know  little  of  my 
business,  and  will  but  incommode  me  in  my  firogress,  and  obstruct  me,  as  some  of  them  have 
done  formerly;  but  [that]  such  of  the  nobility  or  gentry  that  are  skilful  in  mathematics,  together 
with  the  principal  officers  of  your  Majesty’s  Ordnance,  that  have  been  founders  of  my  studies,  may 
have  the  inspeebon  and  care  of  the  Observatory. 

And  that  your  Majesty  of  your  Royal  goodness  would  plesse  to  order  that  the  rest  of  the  monies 
assigned  by  his  Royal  Highness  for  the  carrying  on  and  printing  the  Observations  made  at  your 
Majesty's  Observatory,  and  engraving  the  plates  of  the  constellations  and  other  requisite  charges, 
may  be  employed  to  that  purpose ; that  so  I may  see  a work  so  useful  to  the  nation,  and  so  much 
desired  and  wanted  by  all  ingenious  persons  of  all  nations,  perfected  and  preaented  to  your  Majesty, 
and  by  you  to  them.  For  its  accomplishment  no  expense  nor  pains  my  circumstances  will  bear 
has  been  spared,  nor  shall  be,  so  loi^  as  the  blessing  of  Gud  gives  life  and  health  to  me ; and  your 
petitioner  shall  ever  pray  for  your  Majesty’s  health,  prosperity,  and  long  life. 

[Copied  foom  the  originalf  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  93.] 


No.  150.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Fhmteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Jan.  23,  1710-1 1. 

December  15th  last,  I received  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  signified  to  me  that  it  was 
her  Majesty’s  pleasure,  for  the  improvement  of  astronomy,  to  apiwint  the  President,  Vice-President, 
and  such  others  as  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Society  should  think  fit,  to  be  the  constant  visitors  of 
the  Observatory  ; that  they  should  see  her  Majesty's  instruments  repaired ; and  purchase  those  that 
were  mine ; and  that  I should  every  year  give  them  an  account  of  what  observations  1 made ; and 
make  such  as  they  appointed.  A like  letter  was  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Ordnance,  and  one  to  the 
Royal  Society.  It  happens  very  unluckily  for  the  procurer  of  these  letters  (you  know  who  he  is), 
that  all  the  instrumenta  in  the  Observatory  are  either  absolutely  given  to  me  specially,  and  not  to 
the  Observatory,  by  Sir  Jonaa  Moore,  or  else  built  at  my  own  expense  and  charge  : and  1 have 
neither  any  need  nor  desire  to  tell  them ; so  that  part  of  the  letter  fails.  Aa  for  the  other,  Dr.  H . 
Sloane  is  the  sole  Vice-President:  the  Council,  I am  apt  to  think,  consists  of  persons  not  less  inge- 
nuous than  he  ; so  that  I am  in  little  pain  about  this  visitation.  But  to  obviate  the  inconveniency, 
that  might  emerge  from  this  letter,  God  has  raised  me  some  friends  that  1 hope  will  give  the  Qiiettn 
a true  state  both  of  the  Royal  Observatory  and  Royal  Society;  and  doubt  not  but  in  a little  time 
the  latter  and  its  President  and  Vice-President  will  be  ashamed  of  their  attempt 
[Coined  from  the  ari^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  151.) 

Letter  from  Dr.  Arbulhnott  to  Mr.  Flamsieetl. 

London,  March  14,  H 10-11. 

Sir. 

Her  Majesty  haring  comroaiKicd  me  to  take  care  that  the  IfisUma  Calestis,  which  was 
begun  by  hU  Royal  Highnesa’s  order,  and  carried  on  at  hia  charge,  should  be  finished  as  soon  as 
|K)iaihle,  and  (hat  it  should  appear  in  a dresa  suitable  the  honour  of  such  a patron,  I should  fail 
in  my  duty  if  1 did  not  acquaint  you  that  there  remain  several  things  to  lie  performed  on  your  part 
towards  the  perfection  of  so  useful  a work;  and  jvarticularly  what  retards  us  at  present  is,  the  want 
uf  your  most  accurate  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  which  the  world  has  so  long  wished  to  see.  The 
('0]>y  you  have  hitherto  dcliveml  is  imperfect,  wanting  the  six  northern  constellattous  of  Draco,  Ursa 
Major  and  Minor,  Cephetis,  Cassiopea,  and  Hercules;  Draco  and  Ursa  Minor  wholly,  and  the  rest 
w Itbout  longitudes,  and  latitudes,  and  dificrcnccs : to  tliat  for  want  thereof  they  are  disabled  to 
proceed  on  the  edition.  Therefore,  I desire  you  will  deliver  into  my  hands,  as  soon  as  posnbte,  t 
perfect  copy  of  your  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars,  and  you  shall  have  a receipt,  in  due  form,  upon 
the  delivery  of  it ; and  I can  assure  you  there  shall  no  pains  be  wanting  that  both  the  catalogue  and 
Lite  rest  of  the  work  be  published  in  as  creditable  a manner  as  is  fit  for  so  useful  a work.  1 am  the 
more  fully  persuaded  you  will  comply  with  so  reasonable  a ref|uest,  because  of  the  regard  you  have 
for  the  memory  of  the  Prince,  as  well  a*  for  your  own  reputation,  both  w hich  are  interested  some- 
what in  this  performance.  1 cx|>cct  your  answ'cr  by  the  bearer,  or  as  soon  as  you  can  ; being,  with 
all  respect.  Your  most  humble  servant, 

Jo.  Arbctonott. 

[Copied  from  the  original  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  89.] 


No.  152.)  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  Arhuthnott. 

The  Observatory,  March  23,  lUO-ll. 

Sir, 

Tis  no  small  satisfaction  to  nie  to  find  by  yours  of  the  14th  instant,  received  this  week 
by  Mr.  Hunt,  that  her  Majesty  is  pleased  the  Historia  Britannira  CeeUstu,  that  was  begun  to 
l>e  printed  at  the  charge  of  his  Royal  Highness,  should  be  published  as  soon  as  po««ibly  it  can  ; 
and  appear  in  a dress  worthy  so  great  and  excellent  a patron.  It  has  been  always  my  endeavor,  and 
is  still  the  same,  that  it  should  do  so : in  older  to  it,  as  soon  as  I found  the  press  at  a full  stop,  1 
carried  on  the  large  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  with  all  the  diligence,  spcerl,  and  care  I could  ; and 
completed  it  os  far  as  I thought  would  be  necessary',  till  it  should  come  to  he  printed.  I had  no 
t!>ooncr  done  this,  but  the  good  providence  of  God  (that  has  hitherto  conducted  all  my  labors,  and,  1 
doubt  not,  will  do  BO  to  a bapjiy  conclusion)  afforded  me  an  occasion  of  carrying  them  much 
licyond  those  bounds  which  I had  first  proposed  to  myself,  or  could  reasonably  hope.  The  great 
differences  I found,  this  and  some  foregoing  years,  betwixt  the  plancta*  places  in  the  heavens,  derived 
from  my  observations,  and  their  places  calculated  by  the  best  numbers,  with  a small  intervening 
accident,  pul  me  upon  forming  new  tables  for  one  of  the  superior  planets.  My  success  herein 
carried  me  on  to  a second  and  third.  I have  now  the  fourth  under  my  hanils,  and  a large  stock  of 
materials  rcfuly  for  the  rest.  By  what  1 have  done,  1 have  found  wherein  the  faults  of  the  common 
mimbem  be,  and  how  they  are  to  be  limited  and  altered ; but  a great  deal  mure  help  is  requisite, 
and  must  be  procured,  to  calculate  the  new  tables,  and  the  planets'  places  therefrum,  to  render  the 
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work  complete,  worthy  of  the  BritUh  natioo,  the  name  it  beara,  her  Majesty's  patronage,  and  to 
commend  the  memory  of  his  Royal  Highness  to  p<ttterity.  In  order  to  which,  it  is  very  necessary 
that  I should  have  a few  hours*  discourse  with  you,  if  possibly  you  can,  at  the  Observatory ; where 
I ran  show  you  the  result  of  my  endeavvra,  and  we  might  consider  together  how  to  carry  on  the 
work,  and  keep  it  free  from  such  hinderanccs  and  delays  as  have  formerly  retarded  the  progress  of  it. 
1 will  draw  up  some  short  notes  for  this  i>urj>06c,  against  you  come  to  dine  w ith  me ; but  if  your 
necessary  affairs  and  attendance  will  not  allow  you  to  afford  me  that  favor,  please  to  let  me  know, 
by  s short  note,  st  whst  hour  and  day  in  the  week,  except  Monday  morning  or  Saturday  afternoon, 
1 may  find  yw  at  l)C8t  leisure.  I will  wait  upon  you,  and  discourse  more  fully  with  you  concerning 
this  business,  and  I aball  esteem  it  a favor  dune  to,  Sir,  your  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

JoBN  Flamsteed,  M.R. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  61.] 


No.  153.)  Lettt'r  from  Dr.  Arbuthxoii  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 


Sir, 


London,  March  26,  Ull. 


I received  yours,  and  am  extremely  glad  at  any  improvement  so  noble  a science  as 
astronomy  can  receive ; and  shall  be  willing,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  to  give  my  helping  baud 
towards  publishing  those  Observations  and  tables  mentioned  in  your  letter : but  that  being  beyond 
my  commission  (which  was  only  to  oversee  the  publishing  of  the  Observatiems  which  were  given 
in  to  the  referees  before  his  Roysl  Higlmcss’s  death),  I cannot  at  present  say  anything  more  to 
it  than  that,  when  these  arc  printed,  1 shall  be  ready  to  solicit  her  Majesty  that  these  may  be 
published  as  an  Appendix  to  the  work.  What  I desired  in  my  letter  w-as,  that  you  would  be  pleased 
to  deliver  to  me  those  constellations  that  arc  wanting  in  the  Catalogue  you  have  already  deli* 
vered,  or  such  of  them  as  you  have  complete.  If  you  have  nothing  more  to  add  to  the  catalogue, 
let  me  know  so  much  by  a line,  and  1 sluill  order  the  press  to  proceed  with  what  wc  have.  I beg 
your  positive  answer  to  this,  for  the  press  at  present  stands  still,  and  I am  complained  of  fur  delays. 
I sludl  be  ready  to  wait  on  you  anywhere  in  town,  and  at  any  hour,  only  sending  me  a note  in  the 
morning  or  night  before. 


1 am,  with  all  rcs{>ect,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Jo.  Arbuthnott. 


[Copied  from  tlic  oriijiruxl  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  97.] 


No.  154.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteetl  to  Dr.  Arbvthnott. 

The  Observatory,  March  28,  1711.  i 

. Sir, 

I am  obliged  to  you  for  the  favor  of  yours  received  this  morning  by  the  bearer,  and  the 
more  because  it  expresses  your  good  will  so  fully  to  her  Msjesty’s  Observstory.  A small  touch  of 
the  gout,  that  came  upon  me  last  Sunday,  kept  me  at  home;  but  I thank  God  that  I have  now  no 
pain,  so  that  1 hope,  nevertheless,  that  I may  be  in  London  by  the  stsge-cosch  to-morrow,  by 
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1 1 o*clock  or  toon  after,  where,  if  the  occaaiont  permit,  you  will  6nd  me  at  Ganraway*a  Coffee* 
houte;  and  1 thall  inform  you  of  the  state  of  my  work,  it  being  too  long  to  be  told  you  in  a letter, 
fur  an  answer  to  which  the  mestengcr  stays.  I am,  with  all  due  respect  and  hearty  thanks, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

JOBH  Flamstibo,  M.R. 

j [Copied  from  the  original  draft  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  99.] 


No.  155.)  LcUer  from  Dr.  ArbuthnoU  to  Mr,  Ftanuteed. 

London,  April  6,  1711. 

Sir, 

I send  you  what  it  left  of  the  duplicate  catalogue  in  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  hands,  the  rest 
having  been  long  since  delivered  to  your  kinsman  Mr.  Hodgson.  I ho))C  you  will  And  roe  what  it 
wanting,  with  all  speed;  being  I am  called  upon  to  send  it,  which  makes  me  the  ttiore  im]>ortuaate. 

This  is  frum,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Jo.  Arbcthnott. 

[iViyfr,  uritien  on  ike  leilcTy  by  Mr.  Flamtteeii.l 

Came  to  Greenwich,  Tuesday,  Apiil  10,  mane,  when  1 was  going  to  London,  where  I stayed  till 
Saturday  noon  the  15th,  and  was  to  wait  on  the  Doctor  twice;  Friday,  13th,  twice;  but  found  him 
both  times  absent. 

[Copied  from  the  origiiud  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  101.] 


No.  136.)  Letter  from  Dr,  Arbuthnott  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

]>ondon,  April  16,  1711. 

Sir, 

I think  I undertook,  and  promised  to  you,  that  your  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  should  be 
correctly  printed,  and  that  I would  take  the  blame  upon  me  if  it  w*as  not : how  much  was  printed 
at  that  time  I really  did  not  know',  but  I will  be  faithful  to  my  promise.  You  complain  that,  by  the 
altcratiou  of  Ptolemy's  names,  all  the  ancient  obser\'atioas  will  be  rendered  useless : at  to  that,  I can 
answer  that  Ptolemy’s  names  are  religiously  adhered  to  at  far  at  it  consistent  with  the  order  that  ia 
ubserved  in  the  Britannic  catalogue,  which  differs  very  much  from  Ptolemy’s.  And  to  please  you, 
everywhere  preceding  and  north  and  southy  upper  and  /otcer,  are  put  instead  of  right  and 

left  : for  you  know  you  were  not  well  satisfied  with  Ptolemy’s  postures,  and  to  remove  the  objection 
1 have  compared  one  of  the  constellations  mentioned,  with  Ptolemy’s  catalc^e,  and  will  undertake 
immediately  to  find  any  star  of  Ptolemy  in  your  catalogue ; so  that  1 cannot  see  how  the  ancient 
observations  are  rendered  useless.  You  know  Ptolemy’s  order,  and  number  too,  differ  much  from 
yours;  but  the  inferences  are  as  plain  as  can  be.  At  to  some  alterations  in  the  numbers  of  your 
catalogue,  they  are  plainly  corrected  in  ibis ; and  which  to  be  sure  you  will  stand  to,  because  they 
arc  slips  of  the  pen,  or  computation  in  the  copy,  which  you  gave  us,  and  which  this  was  printed 
from.  But  that  I may  still  proceed  with  all  candor  in  this  matter,  1 beg  still,  that  you  would  find 
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me  the  constelUttons  that  arc  wanting,  that  they  may  he  inserted;  and  if  after  the  catalogue  is 
primed,  you  do  not  agree  to  the  corrections,  upon  a just  representation  of  the  exceptions,  your  own 
shall  be  printed  just  as  it  stands,  and  you  shall  correct  it  yourself.  If  you  will  not  agree  to  this, 
to  And  me  the  constellations  that  are  wanting,  we  must  be  contented  with  what  wc  have,  and  be  at 
the  pains  to  compute  them  from  your  observations,  which  is  a little  hard,  considering  that  you  can 
supply  them,  and  have  promised  so  to  do.  1 can  say  no  more  on  this  matter,  but  heg  your  answer 
08  soon  as  fiossiblr,  being,  with  all  respect,  Sir,  your  most  bumble  servant, 

Jo.  Ahbuthnott. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  103.] 


No.  157.)  LetUrr  frmn  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  Arbuthnott. 

April  19,  nil. 

Sia, 

1 met  with  yours  of  the  6th  instant  at  the  Obsenatory  when  I returned  from  London,  on 
Saturday  last,  and  with  it,  the  copy  of  my  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  for  the  six  latter  [signs]  of  the 
zodiac;  the  rest  you  tell  me  nns  left  long  since  with  Mr.  Hodgson : he  aMures  me  they  never  came 
to  his  hands,  and  I am  as  sure  they  never  came  to  mine.  On  the  left-hand  side  of  this  copy,  1 had 
caused  Ptolemy's  Greek  names  to  be  wrote  against  the  stars  to  which  Uiey  belong  in  my  catalogue. 
This,  I am  apt  to  believe,  is  the  true  reason  that  part  is  detained,  and  you  are  told  it  was  returned ; 
for  had  you  seen  them,  you  would  have  seen  what  an  outrageous  fault  Dr.  Halley  has  committed  in 
altering  the  Ptolemaic  names  in  my  catalogue.  I lent  a fair  Ptolemy  to  Sir  I.  Newton ; 1 believe  *tis 
stillin  his  handa:  if  you  please,  you  may  do  well  to  send  for  it,  and  collate  my  translation,  and 
Dr.  Halley’s  with  it,  for  your  own  aatiafaction. 

In  yours  of  the  16th  instant,  you  acknowledge  your  promise  that  my  coio/o^ue  should  be  correctly 
printed.  I have  seen,  as  yet,  only  the  first  and  third  sheets  of  it ; in  the  first,  1 have  noted  more 
than  forty  alterations  and  deviations  ftom  my  copy,  and  as  many  in  the  third,  with  which,  I am  apt 
to  think,  you  had  not  been  acquainted.  I could  wish  you  would  order  all  the  sheets  priuleU  off  to  be 
sent  me,  that  I might  give  you  all  the  faults  made  in  my  works  by  this  confident  person,  all  together. 
You  tell  me  that  Ptolemy* s names  are  rdiyiously  adhered  to.  I fear  you  write  only  by  hearsay ; for 
if  you  please  to  compare  his  Greek  and  my  translation  with  Dr.  Halley’s,  you  will  find  everywhere 
notorious  differences ; his  names  being  sometimes  contrary  to  Ptolemy’s,  and  sometimea  not 
approaching  seme.  You  add,  as  far  at  is  consistent  with  the  order  of  my  catalogue  ; this,  1 fear,  is 
only  on  hearsay  again  : fur  the  order  of  my  catalogue  obliged  me  not  to  make  many  alterations  of 
Ptolemy’s  names,  nor  any  tliat  were  anyways  considerable,  as  you  will  see,  if  you  compare  my  Latin 
with  his  Greek  names.  But  you  proceed,  and  say,  that  to  please  me,  evcTywhcre  preceding  and 
folUncingy  north  and  souths  upper  and  Uneer  are  pui^  imtead  of  right  and  left ; this.  Sir,  is  what  I 
complain  of,  though  but  a part  of  it.  ^ 

Ulug  Bcig  follows  Ptolemy  strictly  in  his  Arab  catalogue;  so  does  Copernicus,  Clavius,  and 
Tycho  (saving  that  Tycho  makes  small  alterations,  when  he  had  not  got  Ptolemy’s  stars  observed). 
Hevelius  follows  Ptolemy  too,  most  commonly,  and  rarely  deviates  from  his  nomenclature,  but  upon 
some  mistake ; Kepler  and  Bulialdus  copy  Tycho : ao  do  the  catalogues  1 have  seen  printed  in  French 
and  Spanish.  Now  I believe  Ulug  Bcig,  Copernicus,  Tycho,  &c.,  to  have  been  as  wise  and  as 
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candid  persona  at  any  that  have  lived  since,  and  therefore  I adhere  religiooaly  to  them.  They  uac 
the  wonla  tUxter  and  sinisier^  Tifjht  and  Uft,  continually  in  their  catalogues;  thot^h  in  their  obaer- 
vationa  they  aometimes  uac  preceding  and  follmmngj  as  I have  done  in  mine.  I desire  always  to 
follow  their  expressions,  where  there  ts  no  need  to  depart  from  them ; and  shall  retain  them  in  all  my 
works,  without  any  regard  to  the  whimsies  of  any  bold  and  confident  innovator. 

I have  now  spent  35  years  in  [the]  composing  and  work  of  my  catalogue,  which  may,  in  time,  be 
published  for  the  use  of  her  Majesty’s  subjects,  and  ingenious  men  all  the  world  over.  I have 
endured  long  and  painful  distempers  by  my  night  watches  and  day  labors.  I have  spent  a large 
sum  of  money  above  my  appointment,  out  of  my  own  estate,  to  complete  my  catalogue,  and  finish 
my  astronomical  works  under  my  hands.  Do  not  lease  me  with  banter,  by  telling  me  that  these 
alterations  are  made  to  please  me,  when  you  arc  sensible  nothing  can  l>e  more  displeasing  nor 
injurious,  than  to  be  told  so. 

Make  my  case  your  own,  and  tell  me  ingenuously  and  sincerely,  were  you  in  my  circumstances,  and 
had  been  at  all  my  labor,  charge,  and  trouble,  would  you  like  to  have  your  labors  surreptitiously  forced 
out  of  your  hands,  conveyed  into  the  hands  of  your  declared,  proHigate  enemies,  printed  without 
your  consent,  and  spoiled, as  mine  arc,  in  the  impression?  Would  you  suficr  your  enemies  to  make 
themselves  judges  of  what  (hey  really  understand  not?  Would  you  not  withdraw  your  copy  out  of 
their  hands,  tnist  no  more  in  theirs,  and  publish  your  own  works  rather  at  your  own  expense,  than 
see  them  spoiled,  and  yourself  laughed  at,  for  suffering  it? 

I see  no  way  to  prevent  the  evil  consequences  of  Dr.  Halley’s  conduct,  but  this.  I have  caused 
my  sers'ant  to  take  a new  copy  of  my  catalogue,  of  which  I shall  cause  as  much  to  [be]  printetl  off 
OB  Dr.  Halley  has  spoiled ; and  take  care  of  the  correction  of  the  press  myself,  provided  you  will  allow 
me  the  naming  of  the  printer,  and  that  all  the  last  proof  sheets  may  be  sent  to  Greenwich,  at  my 
charge,  by  the  penny  post,  and  not  printed  off  dll  1 have  seen  a proof  without  faults ; after  which,  1 
will  proceed  to  print  the  remaining  part  of  the  catalogue  as  fast  as  my  health,  and  the  small  help 
I have,  will  suffer  me.  But  if  you  like  not  this,  1 shall  print  it  alone,  at  my  own  charge,  on  better 
pajicr,  and  with  fairer  types  than  those  your  present  printer  uses ; for  I cannot  bear  to  see  my  owm 
labors  thus  spoiled,  to  the  dishonor  of  the  nation.  Queen,  and  people. 

If  Dr.  Halley  proceed,  it  will  l>c  a reflection  on  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society;  and  yourself 
will  suffer  in  your  reputation,  for  encouraging  one,  of  whom  the  wisest  of  his  companions  used  to 
say,  that  the  only  wny  to  haee  any  business  spoiled  oj^tualltf,  was  to  trust  it  to  his  Tnanagemenf. 

Hut  I ho{>c  better  things  of  you,  and  that  you  will  endeavor  to  make  me  easy  affer  all  my  long, 
painful,  and  chargeable  labors,  by  affording  me  your  assistance,  as  occasion  shall  serve,  whereby 
you  will  ever  oblige,  Sir,  your  humble  servant  and  sincere  friend, 

John  Flamsterp. 

F.S.  I forgot  to  tell  you,  that  whereas  Dr.  Halley  pretends  that  he  has  corrected  faults  in  my 
catalogue,  by  his  own  calculation,  I fear  he  has  rather  made  some  new : fur  all  the  calculations  on 
which  my  catalogue  is  built,  were  wrought  tw'ice  by  different  persons,  at  a great  distance  from  each 
other,  and  sometimes  oflencr,  so  that  there  is  little  room  left  for  suspicion ; ’ris  a plausible  pretence : 
but  he  mistakes,  if  he  insinuates  me  guilty  of  any  such  fault.  I have  taken  sufficient  care  to  prevent 
it,  and  will  answer  for  sll  the  faults  in  my  catalc^e;  except  those  made  by  himself,  and  the  printer. 

[Extracted  frcmi  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  95.] 
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No.  158.)  Letter  from  Dr.  Arbuthnott  to  Afr.  Flamstee^i. 

Iwondon,  April  21,  1711- 

Sir, 

I told  you  uolhing  in  my  letter,  as  to  the  catalogue  that  I sent,  but  what  was  told  me : ami 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  does  stand  to  it  that  Mr.  llodgaon  did  take  away  aoinc  of  the  catalogue,  how 
much  he  cannot  precisely  tell,  but  that  was  all  that  was  left;  so  that  matter  they  may  dear  between 
them.  1 think  I told  you  in  my  letter  that  I had  compared  some  part  of  Ptolemy’s  catalogue  with 
the  translation  in  the  edition  of  the  Britannic  Catalogue,  and  found  them  to  agree,  bating  the 
deductions  that  I had  mentioned : and  it  seems  a little  hard  to  say,  after  that,  that  my  information 
was  only  upon  hearsay ; for  I made  uae  of  your  book  that  is  in  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  hands.  And  1 
do  still  say,  that  the  cxcc|rtions  you  make  are  so  far  from  being  just,  that  they  rather  make  the  thing 
better : for  north  and  toulh^  upper  and  hwety  preceding  and  foUowing,  arc  more  safely  understood 
than  right  and  left,  and  never  can  make  any  confusion;  since  anybody  cau  find  a star  of  Ptolemy’s 
catalogue  in  yours,  and  intce  versdy  as  far  as  Ptolemy’s  reaches.  Indeed,  if  it  be  true  that  the  alter- 
ations Dr.  Halley  has  made  in  your  numbers  are  erroneous,  that  is  a fault,  to  remedy  which  I told 
you,  if  you  would  consent  that  the  catalogue  should  be  once  completed,  if  you  would  not  stand 
to  those  corrections,  yours  should  be  printed  entirely  according  to  your  own  copy.  But  1 own  1 am 
much  mistaken  if,  when  the  numbers  differ  from  youn,  they  are  erroneous  : and  I do  declare,  if  it 
were  my  own  case,  I ahould  be  glad  the  greatest  enemy  I had  should  correct  my  numbers  or  my 
writings  in  any  thing  before  they  appeared  in  public,  and  I should  think  it  still  better  than  the 
correction  of  the  most  complaisant  friend.  I can  answer  for  myself  that  I bare  no  design  to  rob 
you  of  the  friiits  of  your  labor,  but  to  make  the  catalogue  correct,  so  as  it  msy  be  fit  to  appear  in 
public ; and  if  you  would  hare  given  in  a comjilete  one,  it  should  have  been  done  long  ago ; but 
since  you  are  not  pleased  to  do  so,  1 will  not  delay  any  longer,  but  take  the  same  method  to  mskc 
out  the  rest  of  the  catalogue  that  you  have  done;  which  it,  to  employ  people  to  calculate  from  the 
observations  what  is  wanting.  And  why  we  should  not  succeed  as  well  in  this  piece  of  jouniey-work 
1 cannot  imagine ; and  if,  after  all  is  ended,  you  do  not  like  the  performance,  you  shall  be  free  i» 
priut  your  own.  I promised  to  send  you  a coyrj  of  the  sheet  before  the  catalogue  la  published,  and 
so  T will ; and  whether  you  send  me  the  remaining  part  of  the  catalogue  or  not  I will  keep  my 
promise.  But  I cannot  but  say  it  is  a little  bard  that,  when  you  can  so  easily  supply  w hat  is  wanting, 
you  will  not  so  far  gratify  those  concerned  as  to  let  it  be  printed  first  in  this  manner;  and  then  it 
shall  be  reprinted,  changed,  or  altered  which  way  you  {deasc.  I shall  give  you  no  further  trouble  in 
this  matter,  licing,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Jo.  AwBurnNOTT. 

(Copied  from  the  arifjinal  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  107.] 


No.  159.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  Arhuthnott. 

The  Observatnr)',  April  24,  1711. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  21st  I received  ycaterdsy.  In  answer  to  it  1 send  you  here  included  a specimen 
of  three  names  of  stars  in  Aries  from  Ptolemy’s  great  catalogue,  and  of  12  in  Taurus;  with  my 
rendering  of  them  and  Dr.  Halley’s:  lay  you  which  is  the  juster  and  more  fit  to  be  used. 
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I esteem  Ulug  Beig,  Copenucui,  CUviU8»  Tycho,  and  Kepler,  with  BuUtldai,  every  whit  u wise, 
judicious,  and  skilful  men,  and  as  modest  as  Dr.  Halley.  They  use  the  same  expresaions  that  1 do ; 
tu  depart  from  them  is  to  make  confusion  in  the  catalogues  vntbout  came  or  end : and,  therefore,  I 
cannot  depart  from  them,  nor  snfler  the  names  I have  used,  after  my  iong  and  chargeahte  lattoTs, 
to  he  altered  hy  one  that  had  no  share  in  the  pains  or  expense.  I desire  to  have  no  difference  with 
ymi : permit  me,  I beseech  you,  to  print  my  catalogue  at  my  own  charge : I shall  do  it,  God  assisting 
me,  with  all  the  expedition  I can.  I shall  retain  the  old  names  as  they  have  been  used  this  hfteen 
hundred  years,  and  finish  it  wHh  all  the  care  and  diligence  possible;  after  which  I shall  present  it  to 
her  Majest)',  I hope  with  your  approbation  and  assistance.  And  if  then  Dr.  Halley  dares  be  so 
bold  as  to  alter  anything  in  it,  he  may.  I shall  leave  the  world  to  judge  whether  he  or  I have  been 
the  more  candid  and  ingenuous. 

And  if  be  can  amend  or  correct  any  of  my  numbers,  1 shall  take  it  kindly,  and  be  obliged  to  hun 
for  it : but  he  mutt  be  very  careful,  and  repeat  all  his  calculations,  for  mine  sere  all  wrought  twice 
over,  hrst  by  a hired  kinsman  of  hit,  that  lived  120  miles  from  London,  and  afterwards  by  my 
servants  (ca'  other  hired  help)  here,  and  collated  and  corrected  by  myself,  i pray  God  keep  and 
direct  you,  and  am  ever.  Sir,  Your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Flamstied. 

[Memorandum^  written  by  Fiamsteed.]  In  a postscript  [ desired  him  to  peruse  my  letter  to  Sir 
C.  Wren,  of  which  I gave  him  a copy  at  Garraway^s,  snd  |)articularly  the  last  paragraph,  whereby 
he  would  be  satisfied  that  I had  doue  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  expedite  my  work,  and  had  takeu 
great  care  of  the  catalogue  of  the  hxed  atars. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  93.] 


No.  160.)  Letter  from  Dr.  Artmthnoit  to  Mr,  Flamsteed. 

St.  James’s,  May  15,  MU. 

Sta, 

I send  you  enclosed  Dr.  Holley’s  answer  to  your  paper;  and  I expect  with  the  same 
candor  your  reply.  I have  looked  over  the  printed  catalogue,  and  Ptolemy,  and  am  pretty  sure  he 
is  in  the  right,  and  that  your  amanuensis  is  mistaken.  If  there  are  any  exceptions  to  his  corrections 
nf  your  numbers,  I beg  you  would  send  them,  for  1 have  no  other  design  than  to  have  the  catalogue 
correct.  If  Ptolemy  is  exactly  to  he  followed,  I should  desire  to  he  informed  why  you,  in  some  cases, 
transfer  the  stars  which  Ptolemy  places  in  one  constellation  to  another;  I believe  this  cannot  be 
done  without  breaking  in  u]>od  Ptolemy’s  nomenclature.  I beg  pardon  for  this  trouble,  being,  with 
all  respect.  Sir,  your  most  humble  serv'ant,  Jo.  Arbutbnott. 


[,Vole  tcrittcn  on  the  letter  by  Mr,  Flamsteed.^ 

My  last  letter  to  Dr.  Arbuthnott  was  dated  April  the  24th,  three  weeks  before  the  date  of  his 
answer. 


[Copied  from  the  arttfinal  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  1 1 U] 
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N«.  161.] 


No.  !61.)  Dr.  Hatley’ t Juitification  of  his  version  of  Ptolemy. 

[IndoMd  in  the  preoediog  letter.] 


MtV. 

rtoitcr- 

VerCo  J.  FUaatedit  In  C*Ulof«. 

Or.  S.  RtUey  In  operv  cuso. 

ArlM. 

i*f 

1 if 

in  femore  pceteriori 

in  femore  vel  clone  bores 

12# 

« ivi  rii* 

tab  popliM 

auitrins 

I3£ 

T*nro«, 

• (ej  iwsriiu 

in  estremitste  pedit  poeteriorii 

in  extremo  pede  anteriori 

5 e 

• TWT4SI  ivsfutft 

que  oequitur  in  docri  hnateri 

tequant  in  anno  preotidente 

wi^nt 

tpeiuk 

8» 

i lc< 

ID  tolTraguie  dextra 

la  tslo  pedU  prcoedeoiit 

24  » 

ra>r  It  rw  <W«  fu»f*s9  i 

dusmm  in  oollo  parmlaram 

dusnun  sd  groan  precedent 

yufsim 

precedent 

26  • 

i m&rit 

sequent 

sequent  duanun  parrulsnim 

in  ooQo 

r«  it  ry  mix^*> 

in  quadriletero  oervide  prao^ 

prwoedeM  medJar : in  □ * onlli. 

wfswywftimt  i tomirmwH 

deotit  Isterii  suuraUt 

Beyero  py  non  x 

*7? 

i ^uirton  rw  wiMffmt 

borea  praoedentit  Uterie  □ 

anttralit  qnsdrilster!  coUi. 

in  eerrioe 

Btyero  qr,  non  p 

28p 

rXityif  4 

anttralit  teqnentlt  laterlt  q 

anttralit  qutdriUteri  iTiUi 

in  cerrice 

Xt  non  p,  Btyero 

29* 

i riti 

bores  tequentli  Isterit  □ ‘ 

teqnroi  medienim  in  □ ^ colli. 

p non  Bsyero 

22# 

rir  It  ry  tirif  )m  riytyyvt  i 

oooti^arum  dusrum  in  tore 

borcslium  in  sure  precedent 

bores  bores  tior 

23« 

i tOTssirt^t  *ir£t 

oDotiguamm  in  snre  bores 

borea  enttralium  in  tun* 

ButtrsUor 

lOrf 

i ivl  #S 

in  tlnittro  cubito 

in  lequentl  cnire 

U /o.  It  » exactly  according  to  Mr.  Flamateed'a  copy,  **  in  femore  vel  dune  borea  and  surely 
in  femore  povteriori,"  as  he  would  have  it,  it  scarcely  aenac ; there  being  no  '*  femur  antehus.’* 
iv  ry  dir<e6kvt%>f*  meana  **  in  posteriori  femoris  parte,**  if  be  please  to  consider  it  better. 

12  9.  This  star  is  called  by  Tycho  **  in  genu  ainistro,**  and  by  me  “ in  aequente  genu  poatcrinri,*’ 
and  not  **  austrina,”  as  he  falaely  quotes  it. 

13  This  star  is  made  by  Tycho,  Heveliua,  and  all  the  modems,  to  belong  to  the  Whale,  1^  a 
libert)'  I have  no  where  taken ; but  this  I call,  with  Ptolemy,  “ in  extremo  pede  posteriori,  alias  fi 
Ccti  ” That  I call  **  in  extremo  pede  anteriori,'*  (which  is  f of  Bayer,)  is  neither  in  Ptolemy  uor 
Tycho ; so  that  here  again  he  quotes  false.t 

Se.  Here  he  wilfully  mistakes  again;  for,  Ptolemy’s  5th  of  Taurus  is  Bayer's  f;  e is  only  in 
Tycho.  His  amanuensis,  or  rather  himself,  ought  to  write  Latin,  and  have  called  it  **  has  sequent 

(AW  wn'/(Wi  M rAc  poprr  by  fTtmUttd,] 
t ’Tit  Hallry  it  im]rad«tit : be  ought  not  to  alter  my  nsmes. 

^ Cetl  Ptolem ; s B 2(K  Let.  6°  SO*  sutt. 

13  Arietia  c:  H 7 40  Ut.5  lb. 

NoUa  hoe  in  loco  fits;  ted  face  ne^uic  esM  Cell 
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IQ  destra  acapula/’  and  not  apatula,'*  as  it  is  both  here  aod  in  the  copy  I have.*  This  star 
Tycho  calls  *^iD  dextro  armo/’  which  he  will  allow  to  be  good  authority:  and  it  having  no  name  in 
my  copy,  I was  left  at  liberty  to  use  that  word. 

8 >■.  I athrm  it  to  have  been  a fault  in  all  those  that  have  rendered  ewi  r»  **  in  sufTragtne.*' 

That  word  aignihea  the  hock  or  joint,  that  bends  backwards  in  the  hinder  leg  of  a beast ; and 
belongs  not  to  the  fore  leg : crl  rfi  is  '*  in  the  fetlock  joint,”  above  the  hoof;  which  in  Latin 
is  **  in  talu  and  this  very  star  is  called,  in  Ulug  Bcig,  **  in  talo  (kxtru.”  In  tliis  1 own  I have 
changed  the  word  **  sufli^o,’*  but  for  a more  proper,  as  you  may  well  judgc.f 

24  w.  This  star  Mr.  Flamateed  mistakes  for  A Tauri,  which  1 call  **  in  medio  colli,'*  agreeable 
to  Ptolemy.  That  which  1 call  **  ad  genam,*’  is  neither  in  Ptolemy  nor  Tycho,  and  is  properly 
called  **  ad  genam”  by  Hevelius,  from  its  place  in  the  hgure : and  1 hope  be  will  acquiesce  in 
Hevelius'a  judgment  in  this  case. 

25  «i.  This  25th  of  Taurus,  which  be  calls  only  **  sequens,’*  and  ahould  have  been  harum 
sequeus,**  requires  a further  explication  as  to  what  it  follows,  because  of  six  other  stars  intenening. 
So  that,  if  I have  called  it  sequens  duarum  parvularum  in  coUo,”  I humbly  hope  'tis  no  great 
ofiencc. 

26  X 29  X'  I observe  BayePs  marks  arc  all  foUified  I suppose  not  without  design  ; 

but,  S5  to  what  I have  done  in  the  names  of  the  four  stars  **  in  quadrilatcro  colli  Tauri,**  I know 
not  what  can  be  objected ; unless  that  instead  of  his  **  in  cervice,"  1 use  **  colli  :*'  which  I did,  as 
being  the  shorter  word.  Nor  does  the  description  differ  from  Ptolemy’s,  unless  that  I have  endea- 
voured to  avoid  the  repetition  of  the  words  prsDcedcntis’*  and  '*  sequeotis  lateris  quadrilatcro,**  too 
loug  fur  our  narrow  column. 

22  Vf  and  23  x,  are  two  double  stars,  which  1 have  named  with  great  caution  to  signify  that 
dupbeity,  without  receding  frum  Ptolemy’s  designation.  I have  indeed  omitted  to  say  **  in  aure 
horea,”  ac(»nling  to  the  copy:  for  Tycho  has  done  the  same;  the  word  “ borca*’  abounding, 
because  the  other  ear  is  not  mentioned,  perhaps  as  being  hid  behind  the  head  of  the  Bull 

10  d.  “ In  sinistro  cubito”  was  never  yet  said,  in  Latin,  of  a quadruped.§  The  w'ord  in^oc 
signiftes,  in  man,  the  space  between  the  elbow  and  wrist ; and,  in  a beast,  the  analt^us  part  between 
the  knee  and  fore  foot : and,  therefore,  I have  rendered  it  “ in  crure.**  Tycho,  whom  he  pretends 
so  much  to  follow,  calls  the  same  star  **  in  sufhwgine  sinistro  ;'*  aod  Ulug  Beig  has  it  **  in  radio 
sive  focill  sinistro that  is,  in  the  fore  1^  or  shank.  As  to  Hevelius,  he  has  made  very  bold  with 
the  bgures  of  the  constellations,  and  names  of  the  stars  (as  will  appear  in  this  of  Taoms),  that  1 
cannot  but  wonder  he  ahould  be  reckoned  amongst  those  that  follow  Ptolemy  nearer  than  I have  done. 

[ vriHat  on  ike  paper  Ay  F/amiteed.] 

• Venio  “ •patula.”  I follow  Ptolfmy. 

f Ka:  for  a man,  for  a b«aU. 

t Not  one,  in  my  ongimaU.  It  may  be  to,  if  h«  hat  altered  them. 

( See  Trapexantini. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  p.  1 13.} 
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No.  162.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  Arbvtknott. 

The  Obfcrvetory,  May  23,  1 71 1- 

Silt, 

Yourt  of  the  15th  brought  with  it  I>r.  Halley*s  juatificatioo  at  he  calls  it  (but  very  impro- 
perly) of  himtelf:  for  any  one,  that  can  compare  hit  version  with  Ptolemy's  (ireek,  will  see  easily 
at  brat  his  version  is  not  to  be  justified.  The  true  title  due  to  it  is  his  recritniruition ; but  certainly 
he  is  the  most  unfortunate  person  I have  ever  met  with ; for,  instead  of  excusing  his  faults  by  it,  he 
adds  more  to  them,  and  heightens  them  : there  is  not  one  paragraph  in  his  paper  wherein  he  is  not 
grossly  mistaken,  and  (which  is  peculiar  unhappiness)  ever  worst  where  he  takes  most  upon  him,  and 
seems  most  confident.  All  the  designed  mistakes  and  falsities  he  so  rudely  charges  me  with,  are  all 
entirely  the  mistakes  and  falsities  of  himself,  and  his  excuses  trifling;  as  I shall  easily  prove  to  you, 
whenever  you  please  to  oblige  me  with  your  company  for  an  hour  or  two  at  the  Observatory,  where 
there  are  books,  maps,  and  papers  fit  to  do  it  by,  with  which  probably  you  are  not  furnished.  I am, 
and  ever  was,  as  desirous  as  you  can  be  to  have  my  own  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  correctly 
printed,  that  I may  prevent  it  from  being  spoiled  ; and,  therefore,  I am  resolved  to  take  no  notice  of 
Dr.  Halley  at  present.  I regard  him  not  so  I may  but  satisfy  you,  and  a friend  or  two  more,  that  all 
his  malicious  suggestions  are  insignificant.  I pray  God  convert  him,  and  preserve  the  love  of  truth 
and  sincerity  in  you,  and  bless  every  cme  of  us  in  our  own  particular  lawful  business  and  aflaira. 

I am,  Sir,  always  jour  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

John  Flamstbxd. 

[The  subjoined  paper  immediately  follows  the  above  letter  in  the  MS.  book.  F.  B.*] 

lip.  *Tit  not  so : there  are  three  stars  at p;  of  which,  that  which  t call  “ borea **  is  **  borea 
ad  p.**  The  **austrina*'  is  not  “austrina  in  femorc,**  but  “austrina  ad  p:^  the  third  precedes  these 
t«*o,  and  is  still  the  southern-most  I follow  the  Greek  exactly ; it  may  be  as  I have  turned  it,  more 
probably  than  as  he  would. 

12  e.  He  mistakes  the  media  ad  p **  for  the  **  austrina  in  femore.’* 

13  £.  This  star  is  neither  in  Tycho,  nor  Hevelius,  nor  any  of  the  modems  that  I know  of.  Clamai 
Melicerta.  Ptolemy  places 

S Arietis,  in  PP  15°  O',  with  5°  15'  south  latitude, 
ft  Ccti,  qp  12°  40'  6°  20', 

therefore  they  cannot  be  the  same  star,  as  he  positively  makes  them.  There  is  no  other  star  in 
Aries  that  haa  near  5°  south  latitude,  but  one  of  these  at  I ; which  makes  me  suspect  there  may  be 
an  error  in  Ptolemy : and  that,  instead  of  the  longitude  being  put  »,  it  ought  to  be  simply  <,  or  la ; 
and  then  all  things  agree  very  well. 

5 e.  *Tis  his  own  mistake  again,  for  Ptolemy  has  not  the  star  marked  I by  Bayer ; but  Ptolemy's 
flfrh  of  Taurus  is  most  certainly  marked  e by  Bayer,  and  Ptolemy  has  it  as  well  as  'Tycho ; but 
Dr,  Halley,  I fear,  is  distracted,  or  cares  not  what  he  writes.  Trapezuntius  renders  it  **  spathula,*' 
I think  more  properly  than  *'  scapula.**  1 bold  to  Ptolemj*s  descriptions  and  names,  with  his 
leave. 


probably  eltber  endossd  in 
2 P 


* These  notes  are  a oomnentary  on  tha  pracading  notas  of  Dr.  Halley  i and 

the  above  kttar  to  Dr-  Arbatbnott,  or  conveyad  to  him  aflerwmrda.  F.  B. 
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8 V.  Whether  this  be  more  inconsitkrateiy,  or  impudently,  said,  let  tboee  who  read  it  judge.  The 
hinder  parts  both  of  the  Bull  and  Pegasus,  in  all  the  charts  of  the  constellations  1 have  yet  seen, 
arc  cut  utf  and  invisible ; and  the  forelegs  arc  only  seen  : cither,  therefore,  the  <T^vpoi  was  in  the 
forelegs  of  the  Bull,  or  Dr.  Halley  understands  Greek  belter  than  he  did  himsdf.  The  18th  and 
20tb  of  Pegasus  are  iV  ; and  both  arc  in  the  forelegs : w)  are  the  23rd  and  25th  of 

Sagittarius.  Blush,  Doctor ! 

24  w.  No,  Dr.  Halley  mistakes.  \ Tauri  has  north  latitude,  and  comes  to  the  meridian  before 
the  two  at  m,  which  have  south  latitude  both  in  Ptolemy  and  Tycho.  Hcvelius  nometimes  varies 
from  Ptolemy,  without  any  good  cause : 1 stick  to  the  ancients. 

25  w.  *Tis  in  my  catalogue  **  duarum  panndarum  in  coDo  sequens  ad  m.”  He  need  not  pretend 
to  be  witty  on  this  occasion;  but  if  he  allows  this  to  be  **  sequens  ad  m,’*  I hare  not  mistaken  it 
for  A Tauri  as  he  would  insinuate.  Tia  a malicious,  frivolous  objection  of  his  own. 

26  29  %.  The  numbers  of  these  stars  in  Ptolemy  are  copied  exactly.  My  man  is  mistaken 

in  Bayer's  letters;  but  'tis  a fault  that  is  wholly  insignificant:  and  Dr. Halley  did  not  make  [it]  hts 
business  to  find  faults  where  he  has  no  cause.  For  Bayer’s  letters  are  true  set  in  my  catalogue ; and 
Ptolemy’s  names  arc  very  express,  and  determine  the  stars  exactly.  His  no  ways  answers  the 
Greek : and  let  him  say  what  be  will,  he  can  never  vindicate  them  to  any  reader  that  understands 
the  Greek,  and  is  skilful  in  these  things.  There  can  be  no  design  in  my  servant's  mistake  (as  he 
malicioiuly  insinuates),  nor,  if  it  were  my  own;  since  the  letters  (Bayer’s)  are  true  placed  in  my 
catalc^uc,  aa  wtU  as  the  numbers. 

22  V and  23  a.  I think  my  translation  preaerves  Ptolemy's  words,  and  designs  the  double  stars, 
at  r and  x,  as  well  as  his : and  therefore  he  had  no  reason  to  alter  or  recede  from  it 

10  d.  Trapezuntius  translates  it,  as  1 do,  “ in  sinistro  cubito which  determines  the  place  of 
the  star  to  that  joint  in  a horse,  which  answers  to  the  ** cubitus  '*  in  a mati : whereas  crus”  is 
sometimes  in  beasts  taken  for  the  whole  leg  and  thigh  together.  But,  if  he  allows  Dr.  Hyde’s 
putting  “ talus  ” for  the  fetlock  of  a beast,  why  does  he  not  approve  of  Trapezuntius’s  using 
**  cubitus”  for  the  joint  above  it  in  the  same  leg?  If  he  had  said  “ in  sinistro  cnirc,”  instead  of 
**  in  sequente  crurc,”  I had  taken  no  further  notice  of  him  : but  I must  now  ask  why  he  declines 
the  uses  of  “ dexter”  and  “ sinister,”  and  puts  “ sequens”  and  ” precedens”  in  the  room  of 
them.  Tis  to  excuse  the  great  mistake  he  committed  in  hia  two  planisphere*,  published  about  30 
years  ago,  where  he  draws  all  the  constellations,  as  Bayer  doea,  with  their  backs  towards  us  (except 
Andromeda,  wherein,  too,  he  follows  Bayer),  and  thereby  makes  thMC  legs,  arms,  and  sides  to  be 
the  which  in  Ptolemy’s  descriptions,  and  in  all  since  (even  Tycho  and  Hevelius)  are  the  ri^ht 
legs,  arms,  sides,  &c.  And  'tis  to  excuse  this  blunder,  and  authorize  it,  be  would  change  the 
names  I have  used  (and  have  so  good  authority  for)  for  those  which  are  never  used  by  any  but 
Bayer ; whom  nunc  but  himself  is  so  silly  or  blockish  as  to  follow.  But  there  is  abundant  malice 
in  this  conduct  of  his : an  ingenuous  man  would  have  scorned  to  take  the  publishing  of  my  work 
out  of  my  own  hands,  without  my  consent  or  knowledge : au  ingenuous  man  would  never  have  endea* 
voured  to  conceal  the  printed  sheets  from  me,  nor  refused  me  the  sight  of  them  when  1 desired  it. 
God  forgive  him. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  pages  99 — 104.] 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Sir, 

The  Observatory,  May  15,  1711. 

My  servant  is  so  much  your  friend,  be  will  not  suffer  me  to  let  your  letters  Lie  by  me 
wUliout  rctunis;  (liis  morning  he  calls  upon  me  to  write  to  you;  and  I find  'tis  time,  for  the  date 
of  your  last  is  March  B,  1710,  to  which  I shall  give  you  now  au  answer,  with  some  further  news 
concerning  myself  and  my  works. 

March  the  lOtb  last,  I received  a letter  from  Dr.  Arbuthnott,  one  of  the  Queen’s  physicians, 
signifying  that  the  copy  of  a part  of  my  catalogue,  which  bad  been  delivered  into  Sir  1.  Newton’s 
hands  at  his  desire,  sealed  up,  was  now  in  the  Doctor’s,  who  desiml  that  I would  give  him  four 
constellations  that  were  wanting  in  it,  with  the  variations,  Ac.  for  the  rest.  For,  when  the  part  of 
my  catalogue  was  put  into  Sir  I.  Newton’s  hands  (March  the  15th,  1705)  these  constellations 
were  not  begun,  an.,  .^te  rest  imperfect : which,  though  Sir  Isaac  knew  very  well,  he  still  persisted 
to  have  the  keeping  of  it  in  his  hands,  sealed  up ; that,  as  he  said,  be  might  have  all  tilings  in  his 
power.  He  would  not  suffer  any  of  my  sheets  to  be  printed,  till  he  had  gained  this  point : and  I 
was  forced  to  yield  it,  that  he  might  not  pretend  and  say  the  Prince  would  have  printed  my  works, 
and  1 hindered  it  myself. 

How  Uic  press  went  on,  and  Sir  I.  Newton  hindered  its  progress,  by  continual  shufllcs  and  tricks, 
you  have  been  informed  formerly.  I shall  only  tell  you  more,  that  the  press  bad  wrought  off  98 
sheets  of  the  first  volume  on  Octob.  21,  1 707 ; that  we  met  on  March  20,  1707-8,  and  then  Sir 
Isaac  had  opened  the  catalogue,  and  desired  me  to  insert  the  magnitudes  of  the  stars  to  their  places ; 
for  they  had  not  always  been  inserted  in  it : and  of  ^173  I had  disbursed,  ordered  ^125  to  be  paid 
me ; which,  with  some  trouble,  I got  some  time  after.  But,  at  the  same  time  he  got  a second  and 
more  complete  copy  nf  the  ccliptical  constellations,  then  showed  him,  into  his  hands;  of  which 
Dr.  Halley  returned  but  the  six  latter  signs  into  Mr.  Hodgson’s  hands,  about  a mouth  ago:  the 
other  half  is  lost,  or  Dr.  Halley  detains  it  with  Dr.  Arbuthnott’s  privity;  for  they  are  both  of  one 
church. 

March  the  25th  last  past,  I was  informed  by  a friend  that  my  catalogue  was  in  the  press,  and 
some  sheets  of  it  printed  off:  on  the  29th  I met  Dr.  Arbuthnott  at  Gamway 's,  who  affirmnl  there 
was  not  a sheet  printed.  But,  April  the  2nd,  I got  the  printed  first  sheet ; and,  soon  after,  the 
third,  wherein  I found  that  many  of  the  names  1 used,  which  were  translated  from  Ptolemy,  and  the 
same  in  sense  with  the  Arab  translations  of  Gauricus,  Copernicus,  Clavius,  Tycho,  Kepler,  Bullial- 
dus,  and  Hcvclius,  were  altered : instead  of  dexter  and  nnister^  were  put  antecedens  and  coruequeru ; 
for  Bor.  and  Au4l.  superior  and  inferior ; some  names  made  nonsense ; some  stars  omitted ; 
others  inserted  in  improper  places  : and  I learnt  further  that  Dr.  Halley  looked  after  the  press,  and 
was  the  author  of  all  this  confusion.  Till  I knew  this,  1 was  willing  to  have  filled  up  the  copy  of 
the  catalr^e : but,  perceiving  hereby  that  Halley  was  minding  to  spoil  the  work,  and  with  more 
views  than  one  or  two,  I sent  Dr.  Arbuthnott  an  account  of  his  villainous  outrage,  and  desired  he 
would  permit  me  to  print  my  own  catalogue  at  my  own  charge.  Immediately  hereupon  I set  my 
servant  to  copy  the  catalogue  anew,  and  got  about  10  sheets  transcribed  to  lie  ready:  but,  upon  a 
review,  found  it  necessary  to  copy  them  over  again,  which  will  be  done  with  10  days’  pains  at  any 
time,  and  will  have  a many  stars  inserted  that  were  not  observed  when  the  first  imperfect  copy  was 
made,  and  the  Hevelian  constellations  added.  1 find  no  impediment  but  James  Hodgson’s  great 
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btuinett  in  London  : but  the  hot  weather  comes  on : 1 hope  he  will  have  lets  in  the  vacation,  and 
then  I may  have  his  full  help. 

I intend  to  get  a constellation  or  two  engraved,  and  |>erhaps  more  : for  the  good  Providence,  that 
has  hitherto  governed  my  works,  seems  to  be  providing  me  proper  help ; and  this  action  of  Halley’s 

has  exposed  him  to  all  the  town,  and  they  forbear  not  to  say  he  is  impudent,  f and  k . Sir 

Isaac  turns  off  the  blame  cunningly  on  Arbuthnott , and  Halley  is  very  willing  to  take  it  all  on 
himself,  to  oblige  his  master,  who  made  him  1$  years  ago  Comptroller  of  the  Mint  at  Chester ; hut 
every  one  sees  his  craft,  and  loathes  him  for  it. 

It  will  cost  me  near  a hundred  pounds,  1 fear,  to  print  only  my  catal(^e  and  preface  r but  I 
thank  God  he  has  given  it  me,  and  I shall  not  grudge  to  employ  it  in  this  busineas,  for  His  glory 
and  my  country’s  Krvicc.  His  wisdom  is  beyond  the  wisdom  of  roan.  He  has  turned  the  cunning 
of  the  aforementioned  crafty  persons  into  foolishness;  and  I doubt  not  but,  though  I am  feeble  and 
lame  through  the  gout  in  my  knees  and  ankles,  he  will  give  me  strength  to  publish  both  this,  and 
what  more  I design  during  my  life.  I am  no  further  solicitous  but  to  show  myself,  Sir,  ever  your 
friend,  to  love  and  serve  you, 

John  Flamsteed,  M.R. 

P.S.  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  sometimes,  though  I should  be  too  busy  to  return  you  an 
answer  in  the  time  you  expect.  When  I have  printed  a few  sheets,  I will  send  you  them. 
Dr.  Arbuthnott  is  a countryman,  and  wss  a great  friend,  of  the  deceased  Dr.  Gr^ry. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  164.)  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  relalive  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

May  24,  nil 

The  President  in  the  chair.  The  President  ordered  that  Mr.  Flamsteed  be  desired  to  make  an 
observation  of  the  future  eclipse  of  the  sun,  next  July;  and  give  it  to  the  Royal  Society,  in  com- 
pliance with  her  Majesty’s  letter  to  that  purpose. 

[Extracted  from  the  Journal  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  165.)  Letter  from  the  Royal  Society  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 


Sin, 


Crane  Court,  May  30,  1711. 


By  virtue  of  Her  Majesty’s  letter  to  us  directed,  dated  the  12th  day  of  December,  1710, 
we  do  hereby  order  and  direct  you  to  observe  the  eclipses  of  the  sun  and  moon  this  year,  and  parti- 
colarly  that  of  the  sun  of  July  the  4th  ensuing;  and  we  desire  you  to  send  sucii  your  observations 
to  ua,  at  our  meeting  at  the  houae  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  Crane  Court,  in  Fleet  Street. 

We  are,  your  humble  servants, 

I*'  Newton,  P.R.S. 

Hans  Sloanb,  S.R.  Seer. 

R**.  Mead. 


[Copied  from  the  original  In  MSS,  vol  35,  page  115.] 
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No.  166.)  Letter  from  Dr.  Halley  to  Mr.  Flamsteert. 


l.^ndon,  June  23,  Hll. 


Reverend  Sir, 

Though  1 am  credibly  informed  that  theae  theeta  have  been,  from  time  tu  time, 
aent  you  from  the  preaa,  yet,  leit  it  should  be  otherwise,  I have  now  sent  you  the  catalogue  of  the 
hied  aura  intended  to  be  prefiied  to  your  book ; having  spared  no  pains  to  make  it  as  complete  ami 
correct  as  I could,  by  help  of  the  Obaervationa  you  have  given  ua,  made  before  the  year  17t)6-  1 

desire  you  to  And  all  the  real  faults  you  can,  not  aa  believing  there  are  none,  but  being 
willing  to  have  a work  of  this  kind  aa  perfect  aa  possible:  and  if  you  signify  what's  amiss,  the 
errors  shall  be  noted,  or  the  sheet  reprinted,  if  the  case  require  it  Prey  govern  your  passion,  and 
when  you  have  seen  and  conaidcred  what  I have  done  for  you,  you  may  perhaps  think  1 deserve  at 
your  hands  a much  better  treatment  than  you  for  a lung  time  have  been  pleased  to  bestow  on 
Your  quondam  friend,  and  not  yet  profligate  enemy  (as  you  call  me), 

Eom.  Halley. 


[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vot  35,  page  119.] 


No.  167.)  Extract  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  5/iarp. 

The  Observatory,  Sc|)t,  20,  1711. 

Mr.  Halley  has  spoiled  my  catalogue  in  printing  it ; and  thereby  put  me  tu  the  trouble  of  reprint* 
ing  it  He  is  doing  the  same  by  some  of  my  observations,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton  furnishes  him 
perfldiously  with  materials.  He  has  given  him  the  places  of  the  moon  I imparted  to  him  in  the  three 
large  synopses  (that  you  have  seen  here),  which  he  publishes  the  moon*s  observed  places  from  (as  1 
find  by  oue  of  his  sheets  I have  got  from  the  press) : though  they  were  communicated  to  him  on  this 
condition,  precisely  and  expressly,  that  he  should  not  impart  them  to  any  one : and  this  reason  given 
him  for  it,  that  they  were  determined  by  the  Help  of  a small  catalogue  of  the  fixed  stars  1 had 
rectified  (by  the  help  of  such  observations  aa  I had  got  with  the  sextant)  to  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1686;  and  that  1 intended,  when  I had  finished  the  great  catalogue  I was  then  (1694) 
entering  upon,  I would  correct  and  calculate  them  anew,  with  such  others  as  I should  gain  afterwards. 
But  Sir  Isaac  Newton  is  too  great  t person  to  be  a slave  to  his  word,  and  Dr.  Halley  is  resolved  to 
spoil  everythii^  that  falls  within  the  reach  of  his  fingers.  But  of  this  I must  give  you  a fiiller 
account  hereafter : at  present ! have  other  business  to  recommend  to  you. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.) 


No.  168.)  Extract  of  a leiier  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A,  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  December  22,  171 1. 

When  1 look  on  the  date  of  your  last,  Nov.  2, 1 reprove  myself  for  having  so  long  neglected  an 
useful  and  obliging  fnend : but,  when  I have  used  that  name,  a new  reflection  comes  into  my  mind, 
and  I conclude  a real  friend  (and  such  an  one  I well  esteem)  that  cannot  but  excuse  me  when  I have 
told  him  the  cause  of  it ; and  showed  that  it  will  turn  to  his  advantage  (satisfaction  I mean).  For 
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other  advantages,  to  such  at  proeecutc  these  sciences,  the  heavens  scarce  ever  atTord  their  inspectors 
till  their  earthly  observatories  are  demolished.  The  wise  providence  of  Heaven  has  indeed  been 
liberal  to  me,  in  bestowing  on  me  such  a competency  as  hinders  me  not  from  enjoying  the  con- 
tinually innocent  delights  of  my  studies,  and  blesses  me  daily  with  more  content  and  pleasure  in 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  my  estate  (though  I am  no  niggard  in  disposing  the  blessings  of  Heaven) 
improves  daily : you  are  in  the  same  circumstances ; few  arc  so  happy  as  wo ; what  have  we  to  do, 
hut  to  return  our  daily  thanks  to  the  indulgent  Builder  of  the  Heavens,  and  endeavor  to  render  each 
other  easy,  by  excusing  mutually  those  faults  of  which  we  can  assign  a reason  ? 

When  I sent  you  the  seven  first  printed  sheets  of  my  catalogue,  1 had  not  examined  my  books  of 
observation  to  see  if  none  observed  were  omitted.  My  man,  having  observed  Saturn  and  some 
stars  with  liira,  that  were  not  in  my  catalogue,  with  a small  accident  that  happened  to  me  about  a 
mouth  before,  put  me  iu  mind  to  search  my  book,  and  collect  such  as  1 had  noted  not  inserted,  or 
that  might  not  have  been  then  noted.  With  some  pains  I found  a pretty  number,  which  I design 
tn  add  to  it  in  their  proper  places : this  made  me  stop  the  progress  of  the  press  soon  after.  I had 
also  another  reason : the  printer,  I had  employed,  is  a person  over-stocked  with  business,  but  not 
with  types ; the  work  went  very  slowly  on  in  his  hands : I have  hearkened  out  another  that  is  well 
furnished  with  letter  and  figure,  and  wants  employment.  My  servant,  and  another  calculator,  are 
hard  at  work ; and  I hope,  ere  the  holidays  are  over,  to  have  all  the  calculations  finished,  to  begin 
to  print  before  Candlemas,  and  to  get  os  many  sheeU  from  the  press  in  four  weeks,  as  I did  formerly 
in  months.  1 design  also  to  print  the  small  catalogue  which  contains  only  the  right  ascensions  of 
the  stars  in  lime,  and  their  distances  from  the  vertex  of  this  place,  with  them ; as  also  the  tables, 
whereby  the  variations  were  inserted,  and  some  other  things  that  will  be  acceptable  to  you ; of 
which  I intend  to  send  you  tlie  sheets  as  they  come  from  the  press ; that  if  you  think  anything 
ought  to  be  added,  or  advertised  concerning  them,  I may  have  timely  notice,  and  your  advice 
about  it 

I have  had  another  contest  with  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  who  had  formed  a plot  to 
make  my  instruments  theirs ; and  sent  for  me  to  a Committee,  where  only  himself  and  two  physi- 
cians (Dr.  Sloaue,  and  another  as  little  skilftil  as  himsclO  were  present  The  President  ran 
himself  into  a great  heat,  and  very  iudecent  passion.  I had  resolved  aforehand  his  kn — sh  talk 
should  not  move  me  : showed  him  that  all  the  instruments  in  the  Observatory  were  my  own ; the 
mural  arch  and  voluble  quadrant  having  been  made  at  my  own  charge,  the  rest  purchased  with  my 
own  money,  except  the  seitaut  and  two  clocks,  which  were  given  me  by  Sir  Jonas  Moore,  with 
Mr.  Townclcy’s  micrometer,  his  gift,  some  years  before  I came  to  Greenwich.  This  nettled  him  : 
f.ir  he  has  got  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Royal  Society  to  be  visitors  of  the 
Observatory ; and  he  said  “ as  good  hare  no  obserratory  as  no  inslrumenU."  I complained  then 
of  my  catalogue  being  printed  by  Ravmer,  without  my  knowledge,  and  that  I was  rtAhed  of  the 
fruiU  of  mjf  labors.  At  this  he  fired,  and  called  me  all  the  ill  name^  puppy,  &c.,  that  he  could 
think  of.  All  I returned  was,  I put  him  in  mind  of  his  passion,  desired  him  to  govern  it,  and  keep 
his  temper  : this  made  him  rage  worse  : and  he  told  me  how  much  1 had  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  36  vears  I had  served.  I asked  what  he  had  done  for  the  ^500  per  annum  that  he  had 
received  ever  since  he  settled  in  Ixmdon.  This  made  him  calmer:  but  finding  him  going  to  burst 
out  again,  I only  told  him  my  catalogue,  half  finished,  was  delivered  into  his  hands,  on  his  own 
request,  sealed  up.  He  could  not  deny  it,  but  said  Dr.  Arbuthnott  liad  procured  the  (Jueen’s  order 
for  opening  it  Thi^  I am  persuaded,  was  false  ; or  it  was  got  after  it  had  been  opened.  I said 
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nothing;  to  him  m return ; but,  with  a little  more  apirit  than  1 had  hitherto  allowed,  told  them  that 
God  (who  waa  aeldom  apoke  of  with  due  rererence  in  that  meeting)  had  hitherto  prospered  all  my 
labors,  and  I doubted  not  would  do  so  to  a happy  conclusion ; took  iny  leave  and  left  them.  Dr. 
Sloane  had  said  nothing  all  this  while ; the  other  Doctor  told  me  I waa  proud,  and  insulted  the 
President,  and  ran  into  the  same  passion  with  the  Preaideut.  At  my  goii^  out,  1 called  to  Dr.  Sloane, 
told  him  he  hail  behaved  himself  civilly,  and  thanked  him  for  it  I saw  Kaymer  after,  drank  a 
dish  of  coffee  with  him,  and  told  him,  still  calmly,  of  the  villainy  of  hit  conduct,  and  called  it 
blockish.  Since  then  they  let  me  be  quiet;  but  how  long  they  will  do  so  1 know  not,  nor  am  I 
solicitous : but  I trouble  you  with  a tedious  relation. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyinai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mra.  Giles.] 


No.  169.)  Extract  of  a Letter  from  Mr.  Flamtieed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

'fhe  Observatory,  Feb.  14,  1711-12. 

A friend  is  come  in  to  dine  with  me  : 1 have  time  to  tell  you  no  more  hut  that  I shall  iuertasr 
my  catalogue  a twelfth  part,  or  with  near  300  stars.  Joseph,  with  Mr.  Ryley,  a neighbour,  is 
calculating  their  places  from  their  A.  R.,  and  distances  k polo,  determined  by  myself : and  as  for 
Sir  1.  Newton’s  endeavors,  I hope  they  arc  at  an  end.  I am  got,  I bless  God  for  it,  to  the  further 
end  of  my  work ; nor  do  I doubt  of  finishing  what  I have  proposed  to  myself,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  his  good  providence.  May  that  ever  direct  and  keep  you!  and.  Sir,  I am  ever  yours,  to 
serve  you. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyinat  letter  in  the  ]>o6seaaion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  170.)  Draft  of  Mr.  FlamstevfPs  Petition  and  Remonstrance  to  Queen  Anne. 

April  16,  1712. 

ilis  Royal  Highness  the  Prince,  out  of  the  respect  he  had  for  ingenious  and  useful  arts,  took 
upon  him  to  defray  the  charge  of  printing  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  Historia  CaileftiSt  which  was  to  contain 
(with  some  others)  all  the  Obaervatiuns  made  at  the  Observatory  in  Greenwich  Park,  as  also  a cata> 
loguc  of  the  fixed  stars  derived  from  them,  and  large  drafts  of  the  constellations,  agreeable  to  the  de* 
Kriptions  of  the  ancients.  The  Referees,  having  received  some  of  the  Observations,  would  not  consent 
that  the  press  should  begin,  except  a copy  of  one*  half  or  two-thirds  of  the  catalogue  (which,  at  that 
time,  was  neither  perfect  nor  collated)  were  put  into  their  hands,  as  a pledge  for  securing  the 
delivery  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  Observations,  then  not  ready,  but  likely  to  be  soon  after. 
Mr.  Flamsteed  lx:ing  unwilling  to  part  with  it,  one  of  them  proposed  to  have  it  |>ut  into  his  haud«, 
sealed  up,  to  which  Mr.  Flamsteed  conaented,  and  a part  of  the  catalogue  was  accordingly  put  into 
his  hands  in  March,  1705-6;  after  which  the  press  set  to  work  on  the  first  volume,  Containing 
about  100  sheets,  but  proceeded  very  slowly,  not,  be  assured,  by  any  fault  of  Mr.  Flamsteed’s,  us 
you  will  find  by  tbe  copy  of  a letter  accompanying  this.  Some  time  after,  Mr.  Flamsteed  was  told 
that  tbe  copy  of  the  catalogue  was  opened  and  unsealed,  which  he  could  scarce  believe. 

March  1707-B,  a further  supplement  to  the  catalogue  was  put  into  the  Referee’s  hands  (but  not 
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fct  perfect,  for  the  Obsenrations  requiiite  to  complete  it  could  not  yet  be  obtained),  with  the  Obaer- 
vationa  made  with  the  mural  arch,  in  115  abeeta  of  paper* 

In  March  1710-11,  Mr.  Flamsteed  was  told  the  catalogue  was  in  the  presa,  and  received  a letter 
one  of  the  licfereea,  desiring  him  to  send  the  places  of  the  start  in  the  six  northern  constella- 
tions to  hnish  it.  At  the  aamc  lime  he  had  unexpoctodly  the  1st  and  3rd  sheets  put  into  his  hands, 
wherein  he  was  amazed  to  see  how  boldly  the  editor  had  presumed,  without  cause,  to  alter  the  names 
that  he  had  employed,  and  taken  from  Ptolemy,  whom  all  before  us  have  followed  for  above  1500 
years.  That  in  many  places,  instead  of  correcting  faults,  he  bad  committed  many  that  were  inex- 
cusable I and  that  many  stars  were  wanting  which  Mr.  Flamsteed  had  inserted  in  his  catalogue. 
For  these  reasons,  that  the  whole  might  not  be  spoiled,  he  was  forced  to  decline  complying  with  what 
was  desired  of  him ; and.  therefore,  having  now  completed  his  catalogue,  examined  and  corrected 
it,  be  designs  to  publish  it  with  all  convenient  expedition,  and  requests  that  her  Majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  allow  it;  and  that  no  encouragement  may  be  given  to  those  who  are  putting  out  one, 
printed  from  a surreptitious  and  imperfect  copy,  in  his  name. 

[Copied  horn  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  131.] 


No,  ni.)  Letter  from  the  Royal  Society  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 


Sir, 


Crane  Court,  July  3,  1112. 


The  Committee  of  the  Royal  Society  appointed  for  that  purpose,  finding  you  have  not  deli- 
vered to  them  a copy  of  your  last  year’s  obKrvations,  according  to  the  direction  of  her  Majesty’s 
most  gracious  letter  of  the  12tb  of  December,  1110,  do  hereby  demand  your  compliance  therewith: 
and  now,  the  aix  months  allowed  you  being  elapsed,  let  you  know  that  they  expect  you  will  send 
your  observations  to  the  Society’s  House,  in  Crane  Court,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the  said 
letter.*  We  are,  your  most  humble  fcrvanta, 

!*■  Nrwton,  P.R.S. 

Hans  Sloans. 

R.  Mead. 

Edm.  Hauxy. 

Abr.  Hill. 


[Copied  from  the  originoi  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  129.] 


* The  foUoiriog  incnorsodam  is  made,  in  rsd  ink,  at  tbs  bottom  of  the  copy  of  this  order,  prsMrved  in  the 
CeUer  Book  of  tbs  Royal  Sodsty : vis. 

**  MemoraDdum.  TbU  is  an  exact  copy  of  a letter  which  I delivered  to  Hr.  Flamsteed  (July  4,  1712),  at  the 
**  Koyal  Obeervacory  i who  returned  this  answer,  that  be  would  cause  a copy  to  be  taken  of  his  last  year’s  observa* 
tions,  and  send  them  accordingly  to  the  Royal  Sodety  by  Htebaebnas  next.  J.  TuoapE." 

From  this  It  is  evident  that  the  Royal  Society  wished  to  be  regular  and  drcumspect  in  all  tbdr  proceedings  rda 
tive  to  tbdr  new  oAoe  of  visiion.  F.  B. 


Digitized  by  Google 


J" 


No.  17*2,]  j^ppESDix  to  Fiarntteetfs  HUtor^.  297 

No.  172.)  Letter  fr0m  Afr.  Ftamsteed  to  Mr.  A,  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  July  5,  1712. 

Sir, 

I heartily  beg  your  pardon  for  having  ao  long  forborne  to  write  to  you.  I have  had  a great 
deal  more  businete  of  late  than  formerly.  My  wife's  father  died  alxiiit  Michaelmas  12  months, 
whereby  some  estate  fell  to  her  and  her  sister  in  London.  1 have  been  obliged  to  pay  his  debts, 
change  a tenant,  repair  his  houses,  and  thereby  to  waste  a great  deal  of  time  in  I.>uudon.  I hope 
all  my  trouble  on  that  account  will  be  over  in  a few  weeks;  and  Uicn  I shall  be  more  punctual, 
God  sparing  me  life  and  health. 

In  the  meantime  the  copy  of  my  enlarged  catalogue  of  the  stars  is  in  the  press : 3 slicets  are 
wriught  off,  and  I expect  a proof  of  the  4th  this  evening. 

Two  of  your  acquaintance  have  l>ccn  here  lately : one  about  7 weeks  ago,  the  other  a month.  I 
promised  the  brat  to  write  to  you,  but  was  prevented  by  business ; the  2nd  promised  to  call  for  u 
letter  which  1 wrote,  but  he  never  came  for  it.  I w as  gUul  to  hear  of  your  health  by  both,  and  pray 
God  continue  it  Modest  Mr.  Caswell  is  dead : Mr.  Keil  gives  out  that  he  has  his  place— a/  qtutm 
dissimilis  Lymn!  It  was  rc{>orted  some  time  since,  that  if  he  attained  this  preferment,  he  should 
marry  Raymer’s  daughter.  Raymer  and  he  arc  both  of  the  same  principles;  and  *tis  pity  two 
houses  should  be  troubled  with  them.  But  the  Archbishop  of  Cunterbuiy*s  secretary  was  here  last 
night  tnd  assures  me  the  professorship  is  not  disposed  of;  so  that  I hope  it  will  fall  on  one  Mr. 
Whitesides,  who  ia  a very  modest  good  man,  and  I hope  will  hll  it^  and  discharge  his  duty  as  he 
ought. 

Thursday  night  last  Jose]>h  observed  Jupiter,  and  followed  niy  directions  so  well,  that  I have  his 
place  determined  by  four  different  stars : 1712,  July  3,  at  12*'  47'  in  3°  4(y  20"  with  0®39'  20" 
latitude  ; 12  minutes  forwarder  than  Parker’s  ephemeris. 

This  planet  ia  now  rctri^radc  towards  3 stars  in  the  head  of  ir  p and  o.  You  may  do  well  to 
uhsme  his  place  by  them  with  your  micrometer  and  7 foot  glasses.  He  will  come  afterwards  up  to 
IT  in  the  same  constcUation,  and  to  a measurable  distance  from  it 

But,  moreover,  he  is  near  that  place  in  his  orbit,  where  the  node  of  his  satellites  is ; and  their 
eclipaes  have  their  greatest  duration;  and  I could  wish  you  would  forecast  to  observe  some  of  the 
cakulated  emersions  when  they  become  visible  after  the  opposition.  And  that  you  would  calculate 
their  eclipses  for  one  year  more ; after  which  1 believe  I shall  solicit  you  no  farther  for  them : for  I 
have  not  strength  to  stand  to  observe  them.  I pray  God  keep  you and  am  always,  Sir\  your  a^c* 
tionatc  friend  aud  obliged  to  serve  you, 

John  Fi^mstebd,  M.R. 

P.  S.  I intend  to  send  you  the  reprinted  sheets  of  my  catali^ie  before  I go  to  Burstow. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^jinai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  173.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 


Kind  Sir, 

You  will  easily  pardon  me 
told  you  that  age  cornea  u{>on  me  fast. 


The  Observatory,  Nov.  2.*i,  1712. 

for  writing  seldomer  to  you  than  formerly,  when  I have 
and  that  1 write  with  pain,  which  yet  is  alleviated  when 

2 Q 
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1 cuniidcr  that  ’t»  to  a fhend,  who  takes  no  less  pleasure  in  my  studies  than  I do  myself.  I can 
still  gratify  such  a friend,  and  perhaps  ’tis  the  greatest  ( *tis  not  the  least)  part  of  the  pleasore  1 have 
now  in  my  studies,  that  I can  still  do  it.  I sent  you  some  time  since,  by  Mr.  Stanfield,  7 or  8 sheeta 
of  my  catalogue;  I have  now  C or  7 more  wrought  off,  lying  by  me,  to  be  sent  as  you  shall  direct ; 
and  hope,  by  that  time  your  return  reaches  hither,  1 may  have  the  whole : so  that  the  next  conveyance 
will  complete  whut  you  have,  and  bring  you  a perfect  catalogue,  enlarged  and  oorrected  carefully : 
which  I must  entreat  you  to  keep  safe,  and  not  to  suffer  any  friend,  or  pretended  fncnd,to  have  it  to 
peruse;  lest  they  copy  it,  ss  Raymer  very  impudently  told  me  he  would  whenever  I published  it. 

For  lie  has  printed  it  already,  from  an  imperfect  and  incomplete  copy,  that  1 was  forced  to  trust 
in  the  hands  of  Sir  {.  Newton,  which  he  very  treacherously  broke  open,  though  it  was,  at  his  own 
desire,  sealed  up,  and  so  delivered  into  his  hands.  I intend  also  to  add  a preface  to  it : Uaymer 
having  wTote  one  to  have  put  before  his  edition  of  my  work,  which  I cannot  get  a sight  of,  though  I 
have  got  his  copy  of  my  catalogue  printed  on  such  paper  as  will  scarce  last  half  an  age.  He  has 
boasted  all  over  the  town  what  numeroua  faults  he  found  in  it,  and  showed  my  copy  amongst  his 
impious  associates  at  Child's,  all  marked  where  he  pretends  to  have  corrected  me.  But,  having 
examined  his  edition,  1 find  that  his  pretended  corrections  are  mistakes  and  raah  errors  of  his  own 
(to  call  them  by  no  worse  name)  : for  where  he  could  find  none,  he  has  presumed  to  make  a great 
many  together,  as  very  unhappily  for  him  'twill  be  proved,  as  well  by  observed  distances  as  by 
transits.  This  you  may  affirm  boldly;  and  I am  apt  to  think  'tia  for  this  reason  that  1 cannot  get 
a sight  of  his  planeu’  places  derived  from  my  obsenstions,  which  I have  by  me  ready  for 
the  press,  1000  places  of  the  moon,  and  as  many  of  the  other  planets. 

I have  caused  my  servant  lately  to  observe  both  Saturn  and  Mars,  which  he  has  done  very  care> 
fully ; and  upon  examining  his  observations  1 find  the  planets'  places  as  copied  on  the  back  page  of 
this  letter. 

You  will  find,  by  comparing  these  observed  places  with  the  ephemerides,  that  Saturn  it  slower 
than  the  Caroline  by  36  minutes,  and  Mars  swifter  by  6'  or  7'.  The  Sun  was  some  degrees  past  the 
qusrtile  of  Saturn ; in  whom  the  error  will  be  greater  at  the  opposition,  probably  as  big  as  it  was  last 
year.  Of  Mara  1 dare  pronounce  nothing  at  present,  but  suspect  the  same  thing. 

Last  week  1 had  my  picture  drawn  by  a good  hand,  who  has  done  it  very  well,  and  like.  I pur- 
pose to  have  it  engraved  on  copper  for  a half  sheet,  as  large  as  those  of  my  catalogue.  I ahall  not 
have  it  done  very  speedily ; but,  when  it  shall  be,  some  copies  shall  be  sent  you  for  yourself  and 
friends,  that  when  you  lode  on  it,  you  may  remember,  Sir,  your  affectionate  fnend  and  servant, 

I pray  God  keep  you.  John  FumsTam,  M.R. 

[0>pied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  poaacssiou  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  174.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flanuteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Dec.  9, 1712. 

Sin, 

I wrote  to  you  about  12  days  ago,  and  sent  you  some  observations  of  Saturn  and  Mars 
made  lately,  that  differ  considerably  from  the  Caroline  Tables,  That  letter  went  hence  Saturday  was 
aevennight,  and  1 doubt  not  has  safely  reached  your  hands.  The  Tneaday  after,  I received  one  from 
you,  dated  November  29,  wherein  you  complun  of  my  slacknesa  in  answering  yours,  not  without 
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tome  seemicig  cauM  I confeaa ; but  to  let  you  tee  you  had  no  ju»t  one,  I mutt  inform  you  something 
furtbeTi  than  I have  yet  done,  of  my  present  and  past  circumstances.  I bless  God  for  it,  I 
have  enjoyed  my  health  this  year  as  well  as  one  of  66  complete  can  expect.  Defore  I went  into  the 
country,  a lease  of  a house  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard  came  out ; I was  forced  to  repair  it  for  my 
wife  and  sister  and  a new  tenant.  Ailcr  my  return,  another  of  theirs  was  in  the  same  circumstaucca, 
and  ! repaired  it  for  an  old  one.  The  repairs  of  these  houses  hare  cost  me  above  XlSO,  and  many 
journeys  to  London,  where  my  catalc^e  was  then  in  the  press.  Betwixt  these  1 had  very  little 
time  to  spare ; and  of  that,  friends  and  visits,  as  usually  here,  devoured  so  much,  I had  not  what  I 
desired  to  bestow  on  my  remoter  acquaintances.  I hope,  therefore,  you  will  pardon  me  for  having 
forgot  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  satellite  eclipses  you  calculated  for  me ; I thought  1 had 
done  it  before.  Since  I did  not,  accept  my  hearty  thanks  now : I shall  cause  my  servant  to  take 
care  to  observe  such  of  them  as  he  can  conveniently,  and  shall  send  you  his  observations. 

Now  my  repairs  are  finished,  the  catalogue  printed  off,  I desire  to  know  how  I may  tend  you  the 
sheets  you  want  to  complete  your  copy,  and  how  many  sbeeta  you  have  roceivod,  by  your  next  I 
do  not  design  to  stop  here:  I order  my  solar  tablet  to  be  copied,  to  print  next  after;  and  am 
thinking  of  a large  preface  into  which  I shall  insert  my  aubndiary  tables,  whereb)'  the  stars* 
longitudes  and  latitudes  were  derived  from  their  determined  right  ascensions  and  distances  k 
polo,  when  1 will  likewise  acquaint  the  world  with  your  tables  of  proslhaphercscs ; but  I fear 
they  are  too  long  to  be  printed  on  my  pages. 

I will  add  no  more  at  present,  hut  that  I pray  God  continue  your  health ; shall  be  glad  to  hear 
of  it  at  your  leisure ; and,  having  punished  you  a great  deal  for  your  suspicions,  I am  neverthe- 
less, and  ever  will  be.  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flahstbbd,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  hfrs.  Giles.] 


No.  175.)  Extracts  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Jan.  17, 1712-13. 

I am  no  longer  •oUcitoui  about  Sir  I.  Newton*s  behaviour,  nor  Raymer*s ; they  will  be 
always  the  same,  whatever  they  pretend,  and  I am  still  the  same.  I doubt  not  but  the  same  good 
Providence  that  has  ordered  all  my  affairs,  orders  this  now  for  the  best;  I will  not  think  myself 
wiser  than  God,  and  1 submit  entirely  to  his  will. 

• ••••»••« 

I have  calculated  the  places  of  Saturn  both  from  Jan.  19,  1712,  when  Saturn  was  in  opposition 
of  the  Sun  laat  year,  when  I found  the  error  & 38^:  and  for  this  last,  1713,  Jan.  25th,  12^  35", 
when  it  was  8'  .51",  and  find  the  error  the  aame  in  1654  (that  is,  59  years  ago).  If  I live  a few 
years  longer,  or  you  after  me,  wc  may  probaNy  tee  a return  of  the  rarors  that  are  found  in  my 
numbers,  compared  with  Minheer  Heveliua*s  observations.  For  if  they  arise  from  gravitation,  those 
causes  make  a near  return  in  59  years. 

Pray  take  care  of  your  health : let  me  hear  of  you  aometimea,  and  assure  yourself  I am  always 
desirous  to  make  you  easy,  and  oblige  you. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  powessioD  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  176.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Ob*en'atorjr,  Jan.  24,  1712-13. 

Sift, 

This  letter  you  will  think  scarcely  worth  tltc  |K)ctage,  for  1 do  not : but  I could  not  forbear 
writing  to  you,  to  preveut  any  suBpiciuua  that  I neglected  you,  because  1 have  not  sent  you 
the  remaining  part  of  my  catalogue.  Dr.  Halley  had  the  confidence  to  idl  me,  in  my  own  luiuse, 
that  he  would  print  it  anew,  os  I think  I told  you  in  one  of  my  last  letters.  Since  tlien,  some 
of  his  associates  have  said  the  same  thing,  which  makes  me  delay  my  intended  publication ; 
and,  in  the  meantime,  1 have  caused  my  solar  tables  to  be  copied,  to  be  added  to  it,  and  am  writing 
a preface  to  it,  that  shall  prevent  all  their  small  designs.  In  the  meantime  I must  desire  you  to 
keep  what  you  have  very  close;  you  may  let  any  friend  sec  it,  but  suffer  not  a line  of  it  to  lie 
copied.  And  if  you  can,  secure  the  rest  that  is  printed,  so  that,  in  case  of  your  sudden  decease,  it 
^ may  be  returned  safe  into  my  hands  or  Mr.  Hudson's.  I shall  nevertheless  send  you  what  I 
designetl,  for  I shall  esteem  anything  in  your  hands  as  safe  as  in  my  own. 

On  MuiuUy  last,  Signior  Blanchiui,  a Roman  (who  answered  a letter  of  mine  to  Signior  Cham- 
pini,  since  a cardinal,  and  dead  29  years  agone),  came  hither  to  see  me : he  presented  me  with  the 
French  Connoissanre  ties  Terns  for  this  yi^r.  It  shows  all  the  planets'  places,  with  their  southings, 
risiugis  or  settings,  eacli  fifth  day  of  tlie  year;  but  from  tables  that  are  yet  very  fault)’,  and  err  1 2 nr 
14  minutes  in  Ssturu,  and  as  much  in  Jupiter;  the  rest  I shall  examine  ere  lung.  He  has  given 
me  also  (he  figures  of  the  constellations,  on  a globe  borne  by  an  Atlas,  standing  now  in  the  Fame- 
sian  Gardens.  Tie  remarkable  that  the  places  of  the  constellations  answer  to  Ptolemy's  age:  the 
figurci  arc  poor;  whereas,  when  I drew  the  constellations,  1 could  not  but  take  notice  that tlie forms 
that  would  fit  them  showed  that  the  designers  were  excellent  draughtsmen.  He  has  also  presented 
me  with  his  Prtd>lcma  Pascalis : *tis  a piece  I should  look  upon  as  trilling  if  it  had  not  in  it  some 
Roman  observations  of  the  sun's  meridional  heights,  compared  with  B.  Walter's,  that  may  be  of  use 
to  me.  What  more  I Icani  by  his  conversation  shall  be  imparted  to  you  w hen  God  gives  me  another 
occasion  to  write  to  you.  I am.  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flamsteed,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^irwd  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  177.)  Proceedings  of  the  Ratfoi  Society  relative  to  Mr.  Flamsteed, 

Feb.  26,  1712-13. 

Ordered,  that  a letter  be  sent  to  Mr.  Flamsteed,  to  communicate  his  last  year’s  obsen’ations  to  the 
^•cietv  ; and  that  the  Committee  formerly  appointed  for  that  business  be  summoned  to  meet  next 
Thursday,  at  half  an  hour  after  three  o’clock,  to  draw  up  the  svd  letter. 

[Extracted  from  the  Journal  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


Digitized  by  Coogic 


301 


No.  178.]  Appe:^dix  to  FlamiieetTt  History. 


No.  ne.)  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  relative  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

March  5,  1712-13- 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  loat  meeting  to  draw  up  a letter  to  be  neut  to  Mr.  Flamsteed,  u> 
scud  to  the  Society  hU  last  year’s  ohseT^'ations,  in  obedience  to  her  Majesty’s  letter  for  that  purpose, 
presented  the  said  letter,  wliich  was  signed  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Hunt,  to  be  acconhngly  delivered  to 
Mr.  Flamsteed. 

[Extracted  from  the  Journal  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


Sir, 


The  following  is  the  letter  above  mentioned. 

Crane  Court,  March  5, 1712*13. 


The  Committee  of  the  Royal  Society  appointed  for  that  purpose,  do  hereby  give  you  notice, 
that  they  expect  that  you  will  in  due  time  send  them  a copy  of  your  nbaervatious  made  the  lost  year, 
and  ending  with  December,  1712,  to  the  Society’s  house  in  Crane  Court,  according  to  the  directions 
of  her  Majesty’s  most  gracious  letter  of  the  12th  of  December,  1710. 

We  arc  your  humble  servants,  !*•  Nbwton. 

F.  Hubaktbs. 

Hams  Sloank. 

AfiR.  Hiix. 

Edm.  Halley. 


[Copied  from  the  on^'na/  in  MSS,  vol  35,  |mge  121.] 


No.  179.)  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  relative  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

June  25,  1713. 

The  President  in  the  chair.  A small  bundle  of  papers  being  sent  by  Mr.  Flamsteed,  with  this 
superscription,  **  I desire  that  these  observations,  made  at  Greenwich,  anno  1712,  may  not  he 
**  opened  but  in  a full  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society,  myself  being  present.  John  Flamsteed.*’ 
They  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Waller,  to  be  locked  up  till  the  next  meeting. 

[Extracted  from  the  JournrU  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  180.)  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  re/otirc  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

July  2,  1713. 

The  President  absent:  Dr.  Sloane  Vice-President.  The  papers  from  Mr.  Flamsteed,  delivcrc<l 
the  last  meeting  to  the  Secretary,  to  be  locked  up,  were  ordered  to  be  opened  by  Mr.  Waller,  which 
was  accordingly  done  at  the  Board,  in  the  presence  of  the  Society,  and  the  title  was  read,  viz. 
**  Observationes  ccelestes  Britannicfe  Regue,  Grenovici,  in  Observatorio  Regio  habitie.  Anno  1 712.” 
Dr.  Halley  having  some  time  looked  upon  them,  they  were  again  delivered  to  the  Secretary,  Mr. 
Waller,  to  be  locked  up  till  further  order : which  was  dune. 

[Extracted  from  the  JownuU  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 
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Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  relative  to  Mr,  Flamsteed. 


[No.  161. 


No.  181.)  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  relative  to  Mr,  Flamsteed. 

July  23.  ni3. 

The  President  in  the  Chair.  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  aatrooomkal  papers  were,  by  order  of  ibe  SocietVt 
deiirered  by  Mr.  Waller  to  Dr.  Halley  to  consider  of  them,  and  to  prepare  those  observations  for  the 
Traussctjons. 

[Extracted  from  the  Journal  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  182.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  July  16,  1713. 

Sir, 

I fear  yon  think  it  long  ere  you  hear  from  me : 1 assure  you  I am,  I pray  God  for  it, 
in  good  health ; and  though  I grow  daily  foeMcr,  yet  I have  strength  enough  to  carry  on  my  business 
strenuously,  though  I am  fallen  upon  the  most  difficult  psrt  of  it.  I have  picked  out  six  dozen  of 
lunar  observations  from  my  store ; 36  of  which  were  taken  with  the  sextant  in  the  years  1677,  78, 
79,  and  aa  many  answering  them,  at  18  yean’  and  about  10  days*  distance,  witli  the  meridional  arc. 
You  know  that,  iu  thii  space  of  time,  the  moon  returns  to  near  the  same  distance  from  the  sun,  in 
the  same  anomaly,  and  distance  from  the  node.  So  I shall  see  hereby,  whether  the  inequalities 
return,  or  not,  in  it;  and  at  the  tame  time  what  corrections  the  equations  will  require.  I employ, 
after  my  \isual  manner,  two  persons,  my  own  servant  and  ^fr.  Rylcy,  to  make  the  requisite  calcula> 
tions  of  the  moon’s  true  and  apparent  placea  from  my  tables,  in  order  to  compare  them  with  those 
determined  by  you  and  the  deceased  Mr.  Witty ; or  those  done  by  Mr.  Ryley  and  my  servants.  For, 
as  you  well  know,  a single  calculator  is  not  to  be  relied  on  in  this  work ; and  I do  not  rely  on  any 
calculation  of  my  own,  except  it  be  repeated  or  confirmed  by  good  circumstances. 

I have  now  frequent  occasion  to  make  use  of  that  nonagesimary  table  you  calailated  for  me  when 
you  were  first  my  domestic.  I supposed  then  the  latitude  of  this  place  51^  28'  10",  as  I had  deter- 
mined it  by  the  sextant  in  the  year  1676 ; but  yon  know  that,  since  then,  in  the  yeju-  1690,  it  was 
determined  by  the  mural  arc,  51^  26'  30^,  which  being  a fixed  instrument  is  rather  to  be  relied  on. 
and  so  I now  constantly  use  it.  This  change  will  make  some  alteration  in  the  table  ; but  the  effect 
will  be  altogether  insensible  in  the  calculation  of  the  parallaxes  of  longitude,  and  therefore  I do  not 
troul^e  my  calculators  to  m^e  a new  table  at  present : they  shall  do  it  when  I have  better  leisure  for 
them. 

1 have  foigot  wheth4sr  you  have  a copy  of  my  lunar  tablet  or  uot,  but  I think  you  have ; pray 
ascertain  me  in  your  answer. 

I have  had  pretty  good  success  with  the  superior  planets.  1 doubt  not,  but  through  God’s  blessing, 
1 may  have  as  good  with  the  moon,  especially  if  your  eyes  hold  good,  that  you  can  lend  me  your 
assistance ; for.  afrer  all  Raymer’s  boast  of  his  treacherous  patron’s  perfonnonoes,  I am  sure  we  shall 
find  much  greater  corrections  necessary  than  they  dare  own.  *178  pain  to  me  to  write ; you  will 
therefore  excuse  a short  letter  from  your  assured  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flamstekd,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  183.)  Letter  from  the  Royat  Society  to  Mr.  Fiamsteeil. 

London,  July  30, 1113. 

Sir, 

I thought  it  proper  to  give  you  notice,  that  there  n a Committee  appmnted  by  the  Royal 
Society  to  give  you  a viaU  on  Saturday,  in  the  afternoon,  in  order  to  aee  what  repair*  or  conve- 
nience* are  wanting  for  your  house  or  Observatory ; which,  I presume,  you  may  not  take  amiss  from, 
Sir,  your  very  humble  servant  to  command,  J.  Macbin. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  147.] 


No.  184.)  Letter  from  Mr,  A.  Sharp  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 


Sir, 


Horton,  August  1, 1713. 


Your  kind  letter  of  the  1 6th  past  has  dispelled  all  my  fears,  and  given  good  encourage- 
ment to  hope  for  a seasonable  accomplishment  of  your  laudable  designs,  which  I perceive  you  are 
still  prosecuting  with  as  much  vigour  as  your  circumstances  will  permiL  If  you  have  aucceeded  so 
well  in  the  superior  planets,  as  you  are  pleased  to  inrimate,  you  have  made  a greater  progress  in  your 
business  than  I apprehended ; and  have  made  a large  step  towards  the  perfecting  of  what  you  have 
undertaken ; wherein  others,  notwithstanding  all  their  specious  pretences  and  loud  boaita,  have 
miscarried  or  failed.  If  you  meet  with  but  the  same  success  in  the  moon  (which  I look  upon  as 
your  most  difficult  province),  the  greatest  and  most  arduous  part  of  your  work  will  be  in  a good 
measure  dispatched.  However,  there  is  already  sufficient  to  silence  the  unreasonable  clamora  of 
querulous  and  unthinking  persons,  who  are  too  ready  to  pass  unjust  censures  upon  your  having 
been  so  long  in  so  considerable  a post,  and  produced  little  or  nothing:  as  some,  1 have  lately  met 
with,  ha<i  the  confidence  to  allege;  whom  1 immediately  convinced  of  the  unreasonableness  of  such 
a su^estion,  both  by  informing  them  what  you  had  already  done,  and  showing  what  you  were 
pleased  to  communicate ; allowing  me  that  liberty  which  I only  made  use  of  for  your  just  vindica- 
tion.  On  this  account  it  woxdd  be  a very  great  satiafsetion,  both  to  mys^  and  others  of  your  real 
friends,  if  you  would  please  to  permit,  what  you  have  already  printed,  to  be  published:  which  (tm 
doubt)  would  be  a more  universal  and  effectual  rindication  of  your  great  industry  and  abilities,  than 
all  that  your  friends  are  capable  of  doing.  1 hope  the  pre£ue  to  your  catalogue,  which  some  time 
sgo  you  hinted  you  had  in  hand,  ia  all  ready,  or  will  shortly  be  printed ; which  you  told  me  would 
prevent  the  sinister  dcsigua  of  your  autagonist.  When  k ia  ready,  1 hope  you  will  be  pleased  to 
allow  me  the  sight  and  enjoyment  of  it,  as  you  have  already  of  what  ia  more  valuable : axrd  queation 
not  you  will  be  mindful  of  your  promiae  of  some  of  the  prints  of  your  own  effigies,  when  a fit 
opportunity  ofiera.  In  the  mean  time,  deiire  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  in  your  next,  whether 
you  think  fit  to  depend  on  me  for  ^ calculation  of  the  echpaea  of  Jupiteris  satellites  for  the  next 
year,  or  employ  your  servant  to  do  it,  as  you  intiinated  you  mtended  : though  I cannot  aet  about  it 
yet,  since  1 shall  be  taken  up  with  other  business  which  will  unavoidably  hinder  for  some  time ; 
yet,  upon  notice  of  your  pleasure,  shaU  readily  undertake  H:  and  you  may  be  aasuied  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  for  your  satiafaction  or  advantage,  that  is  in  the  power  of. 

Sir,  your  moat  obliged  friend  and  humble  servant,  Ana.  Sbar?. 


[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  34.] 
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No.  i85.)  Proceedings  of  the  Kogai  Sodetg  rcfathv  to  Mr.  Flamtiepd. 

Auguit  24,  ni3. 

A letter  was  read,  and  approved  of  by  the  Council,  to  be  sent  to  the  othcers  of  the  Ordnance,  viz. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Principal  Otiicen  of  Her  Majesty’s  Office  of  Oninancc. 

GkNTI  EMKN, 

Her  Majesty,  having,  last  winter  waa  two  years,  instituted  the  Royal  Society  visitors 
of  the  Royal  Obsenalory  at  (ireenwich,  was  pleased  a few  days  since,  in  pursuance  of  that  her 
order,  voluntarily  with  her  own  mouth,  to  give  fresh  communds  to  our  President,  tliat  he,  and  the 
rest  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Society,  should  take  carr  of  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  Oheervatory.  Whereupon 
the  Society  sent  thither  some  of  their  members  to  view  the  same,  and  they  have  reported  tlie  state 
thereof,  in  respect  of  the  instruments,  and  what  repairs  they  need ; and  that  some  of  them  are  nut 
the  Queen’s,  nor  capable  of  being  made  sufficiently  fit  for  use.  The  Obscrv’alory  being  supportwl 
and  repaired  by  your  Office,  we,  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Society,  take  the  liberty  to  lay 
these  things  before  you,  being  ready,  on  our  part,  to  do  what  in  ua  lies  for  the  putting  her  Majesty’s 
commands  in  execution  in  the  best  manner : and  this  tending  to  make  the  Observatory  more  useful 
and  creditable,  we  pray  the  favor  of  your  answer,  and  remain, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants. 

From  our  house,  in  Crane  Court,  in  Fleet  Street,  24th  Aug.  1713. 

(Extracted  from  the  Couneii  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  186  ) Letter  from  Mr.  Fiamsteetl  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  October  31, 1713. 

Sir, 

I am  now  three  months  your  debtor,  for  which  you  will  pardon  me  when  I tell  you,  1 have 
lieen  forced  to  a suit  in  law,  with  a Peer  of  Scotland,  about  a trust  which  fell  to  my  wife ; and  of 
which  1 hope  I am  now  discharged  by  a decree  in  Chancery  : that  my  journey  into  the  country  has 
been  more  troublesome,  and  my  stay  there  six  weeks,  which  is  something  longer  tlian  ordinary  : 
and  that  I had  there  the  moon  under  my  hands,  and  having  examined  36  pages  of  observations  made 
at  18  years  and  10  days  distance  fium  each  other,  I find  that,  at  the  end  of  this  period,  when  the 
moon  returns  to  the  same  anomaly,  in  the  same  distance  nearly  from  the  sun,  there  arc  nearly  the 
same  errors 

.\nd  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  sixth  equation  is  not  allowed  by  the  heavens.  He  has  lately  pub- 
lished hts  Principia  anew,  wherein  he  makes  this  equation  ablative  where  it  was  formerly  to  be 
added,  and  to  be  added  w here  it  was  subductivc ; and  has  altered  his  seventh,  so  as  in  part  tu  destroy 
it  But,  I have  not  yet  examined  how  this  will  answer ; for  I have  112  more  observations  under  roy 
man’s,  and  Mr.  Ryley’s  hands,  in  good  forwardness.  Mr.  Ryley  has  almost  gone  through  his  calcu* 
lations ; Joseph  has  alioul  half  of  all  hts  done  ; so  that  1 hope  I may  have  them  all,  to  compare 
together  and  correct,  in  a month  or  six  weeks : after  which  I hoj>c  I may  give  you  more  Tables,  nirt 
only  of  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mats,  and  Venus,  but  much  better  than  those  you  liave  a copy  of,  for  the 
moon. 
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I think,  from  what  I have  g;ot  alrcatly,  that  not  only  the  sixth,  but  some  other  of  the  small 
equations,  will  be  laid  aatde  yet ; but  I dare  not  affirm  anything  positively  till  my  double  calculated 
ISO  vouchers  arc  ready.  The  places  of  the  apogee  and  node  require  anicndnieut;  and  }>erhaps 
their  equations  will  need  correction. 

The  inclinations  of  the  limit  are  also  fault)’.  T shall  be  glad  if  the  new  correction  Sir  I.  Newton 
or  his  servant  £.  Halley  has  given  would  hold.  I will  tr)*,  and  you  shall  know  the  reatiU;  but  I 
want  three  or  four  more  }»air  of  hands,  such  os  ynum,  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  am  heartily  sorry 
that  you  are  removed  so  far  from  me,  that  I cannot  readily  make  use  of  you  for  iu  Sir  I.  Newton 
still  continues  his  designs  u|)oii  me,  under  pretence  of  taking  care  of  the  Ohservaton',  and  hinders 
me  all  he  can : but,  I thank  God  for  it,  hithertt)  without  success.  Lately  he  ^^as  fur  making  me 
new  instruments,  which  I want  not : by  the  way,  he  has  given  me  occasion  to  prove  that  all  the 
instruments  in  the  house  are  my  own;  and  I have  good  evidence  that  Sir  .1.  Moore  gave  me  the 
sextant  and  clocks,  and  that  they  are  at  my  own  disposal : but  I hope  I shall  not  long  be  troubled 
with  him.  1 think  his  new  f*rintipia  worse  than  the  okl,  save  in  the  moon  ; and  there  he  is  fuller, 
but  not  so  positive,  and  seems  to  refer  much  to  be  determined  by  observations.  The  hook  is  rraliy 
worth  about  Is.  or  6s. : it  costs  4s.  4<I.  a-piece,  printing  and  paper.  Dr.  Bentley  puts  the  price  1&. ; 
and  so  much  mine  cost  me.  1 am  told  he  sent  Sir  I.  Newton  half-a'floxen,  and  made  him  pay 
I8r.  a piece  for  them.  Perhaps  this  was  contrivance : possibly  it  is  not  true. 

Last  night,  after  a long  intermission,  I caused  my  servant  to  observe  the  emersion  of  the  fourth 
satellite.  The  calculation  from  my  Tabic*  maile  it  at  7**  36';  my  man  saw  it  emerging  very  small 
at  6^  55'  by  the  clock,  which  was  then  about  two  minutes  too  fast. 

If  you  calculate  the  satellite  eclipses  for  the  next  year,  pray  make  no  alterations  in  the  motioiix  . 
for  I reckon  that  the  errors  observed  last  year  arc  diminishing,  and  proceed  from  a cause  thar 
de|>end>i  on  the  distance  of  the  planet  from  Saturn. 

1713,  Aug.  U,  at  I'P  45',  Jupiter,  Ity  oba  in  K 1)°  25'  54"  lat.  aust  !®  2.5'  10" 

10,  14  41  K 9 18  17  1 25  30 

Oct.  29,  7 23  X 3 22  46  I 18  30 

You  will  sec  hereby  that  Parker’s  ephemeris  errs  12'  iu  the  planet's  place  ; the  French  as  much. 

I pray  God  keep  you  in  health  : I am  better  of  my  gout,  at  present,  than  usual,  I praise  Him  for 
it ; but  my  hand  shakes,  and  I write  so  ill,  that  I am  afraid  you  can  scarce  read  it.  But  I can 
still  tell  you  I am,  in  all  sincerity.  Yours,  to  serve  you, 

JoMK  Pl.AMSTERD,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  onVpno/  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  187.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Ftamstcfd  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Dec.  8,  1713. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  20th  jiast,  that  brought  me  the  satellite  eclipses  for  the  next  year,  I have 
received,  and  ilumk  you  for  them.  As  my  man  observes  them,  you  shall  have  the  observations 
sent  you  : we  have  seen  none  here  since  those  my  last  brought  you  ; it  having  been  constant  f«^gy, 
moist,  and  cloudy  weather,  such  as  I remcrolnT  not  to  have  continued  so  loug  since  I came  hither, 
at  this  time  of  the  year;  ratlicr  have  usually  had  winds  and  stonus. 
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My  matt  is  gone  to  Burstou  ; and  this  week  at  his  return  will  have  much  butunest,  othcr^iiv  ymi 
should  have  had  rules  sent  you  for  calculating  the  new  variatiuus  tlial  Sir  Isaac  Newtuu  applies  for 
the  corrct  iiou  of  my  numbers,  and  the  Horroxian  theory  of  the  moon.  I have  translated  them  i 
and  they  lie  ready  for  hit  trauscribing  when  he  retuma. 

In  the  mean  time  I am  teeing  how  they  wiil  better  the  butiueta;  and  in  a fortnight  I hope  1 may 
acquaint  )ou. 

Oil  St.  Andrew's  day,  Ur.  Sluanc  laid  down  his  Secretarvship  of  the  ib>}al  .Society  i but  either 
he,  or  another,  had  so  nianagctl  the  business,  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton  had  like  to  have  l>een  left  out  of 
the  l^resideucy.  There  were  high  and  furious  debates.  Dr.  ilallcy  is  Secretary  in  Dr.  Sloane’s 
room  ; and  Dr.  Kcill  is  brought  into  the  Council.  Sir  I.  Newton  secs  now  that  he  is  understood. 

I would  not  have  put  you  to  charge  of  {wstage  for  so  slight  a letter  as  this,  but  that  I know  you 
ramestly  cxjicct  one : and  that  you  may  see  I can  never  be  unmindful  of  you,  or  unthankful  for 
what  you  impart  to  me.  1 thank  Oud  for  it,  I enjoy  my  health  better  than  formerly  the  gout  is 
gone  off,  and  I have  no  pain  ; but  am  feebler  than  I was,  as  my  increasing  yean  require.  I pray 
fur  yours,  and  that  we  may  lioth  keep  our  jouniey's  eud  continually  in  our  mind ; and  am, 

Sir,  ever  yours,  affectionately, 

JoH.V  FtAMSTEBD,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  on^inof  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  18ft.)  Proceedings  of  the  Royat  Society  retedive  to  Mr.  Flamsteetl. 

December  24,  1113. 

Tlu‘  President  in  the  Chair,  A letter  from  Dr.  Arbulhnolt  to  Dr.  Slnane  w as  read,  enclositig  a 
co|)V  of  a letter  from  Mr.  .Secretary  St.  John,  by  her  Majesty's  order,  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
DecemlMir  12, 1110,  relating  to  the  Royal  Society’s  taking  a particular  care  of  her  Majesty's  Ruyai 
Obeervatory,  and  the  instruments  thereto  belonging.  Onlered,  that  a letter  ffom  the  Society  to  (h<* 
Board  of  Ordnance  be  drawn  up,  and  that  Dr.  Halley  attend  the  President  in  order  thereto. 
[Extracted  from  the  Journal  Buck  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  189.)  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  relatite  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

February  n,  1113-14. 

The  President  in  the  Chair.  It  was  ordered  that  a letter  be  written  to  Mr.  Flamsteed,  for  the 
last  year’s  Observations ; and  that  he  be  desired  to  meet  the  Society,  at  one  of  their  next  meetings, 
to  consider  of  the  repairs  of  liis  house  and  instruments ; and  w hat  may  be  necessary  to  be  provided 
anew  for  the  use  of  the  Observatory. 

[Extracted  from  the  Journal  Book  of  the  Royal  .Sooety.] 
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No.  190.)  Proceedin^i  of  the  Royal  Society  retaiire  to  Mr.  FluMstccd. 

Febniarj'  18.  1113-14. 

The  President  ordered  that  a letter  be  written  to  Mr.  Flatmieed,  to  send  the  Society  his  Oh»er* 
vatioiis  of  the  year  1113 ; and  that  he  sign  them  himself,  as  his  owm,  and  not  his  senrant,  m the  last 
year.  And  that  he  be  directed  to  obser>’e  the  moon  as  often  as  occasion  shall  oftcr. 

The  President  read  the  following  letter  of  my  Lord  Bolitigbioke  to  the  office  of  Oitlnance,  as 
fiillows : 

Whitehall,  12th  Dec.  1110. 

Gentlcmrn, 

I send  you  enclosed,  by  the  Queen's  command,  a copy  of  her  Majesty's  letter  to  the  Royal 
Society,  appointing  the  President,  and  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President,  together  with  such 
utheia  as  the  Council  of  the  said  Royal  Society  shall  think  lit  to  join  with  them,  to  be 
constant  visitora  of  the  Royal  Obsenratory  at  Greenwich:  and  I am,  at  the  same  time, 
to  signify  her  Majesty's  pleasure  to  you,  that  you  do  receive  and  take  notice  of  such  repre- 
sentations as  the  said  visitors  shall  think  fit  to  make  to  your  Board  concerning  her  Majesty's 
instruments  at  any  time  remaining  in  the  said  Observatory  : and  that  you  order  them  U>  be 
repaired,  erected,  or  changed,  as  there  shall  be  occasion : and  if  any  instruments  be  now 
there  which  do  not  belong  to  her  Majesty,  you  arc  to  give  necessary  directions  for  purchasing 
the  same.  Her  Majesty  is  likewiiie  pleased  to  direct  that  you  should  have  regard  to  any 
complaiuta  the  said  visitors  may  make  to  you  of  the  behaviour  of  her  Majesty's  Astmnomer 
and  Keeper  of  the  said  Observatory,  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

H.  St.  John. 


At  the  same  time  the  following  draught  of  a letter  to  the  office  of  Ordnance  was  read  and  approved  : 

GF.NTI.eMaN, 

Her  Majesty  having  authorized  our  President  or  Vice-President,  and  such  of  the  Council  as 
the  Royal  Society  shall  nominate,  to  be  visitors  of  the  Royal  Observatory  at  Greenwich ; and 
wc,  the  said  visitors,  understanding  that  a letter  dated  Pith  December,  1110,  was  then,  by 
her  Majesty's  order,  sent  to  your  Buanl  by  the  Right  Hon.  l^rd  Viso)unt  Holingbrukc, 
Principal  Secretary  of  State,  signifying  her  Majesty's  plcasui^  that  you  do  receive  and  take 
notice  of  such  representations  as  the  said  visitors  should  make  to  your  Board,  concerning  her 
Majesty's  instruments  in  the  said  Olwcn^atory’,  and  that  you  should  onler  them  to  be  repaired, 
erected,  or  changed,  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  or  purchased  for  the  Observatory,  if  any  be 
Uiere  which  do  not  belong  to  her  Majesty ; and  her  Majesty  having  sent  to  the  Royal  Society 
fresh  orders  to  take  care  of  the  said  Observatory,  we,  the  visitors  aforesaid,  take  the  liberty 
to  represent  to  you. 

That  in  the  great  room  of  the  Observatory,  up  one  pair  of  slaira,  there  are  two  clocks,  with 
mscriplions  u|»n  iherft,  signifying  that  Sir  Jonas  caused  them  to  be  made.  These  two  clucks, 
or  two  others  as  good,  arc  requisite  for  that  room. 

That  in  the  said  room  there  is  a brass  quadrant  of  four  feel  radius,  for  observing  the  altitudes 
of  the  sun  and  stars.  It  is  not  well  divided.  F.iUier  this,  or  a new  one  of  the  same  size, 
is  requisite  for  that  room. 

That  in  the  same  room  there  is  wanting  also  a good  telesoqic  of  about  c%hl  feet  radius, 
furnished  vrith  a good  micrometer  j and  another  good  telescope  of  about  sixteen  feet  radius. 
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Thai  in  ilie  ganlcn,  there  being  a shed  with  a sextant,  a wall  quadrant,  and  a clock  therein, 
the  shed  shotUd  be  removed  aix  ur  eight  yards  farther  irom  the  brow  of  the  hill,  that  the 
ground  may  not  sink  under  it.  And  the  western  wall  should  be  thick  and  firm,  with  a broad 
foundation,  that  it  may  not  waq);  because  the  wall  quadrant  ia  to  be  hied  upon  it.  The 
sextant  ia  grown  rusty,  and  should  be  cleaned,  and  there  should  be  a new  wall  <iuadnuit 
made,  tlie  old  one  being  much  wore  by  long  usage,  and  belonging,  ms  wc  hear,  to  Mr. 
Flamsteed.  The  cluck  is  also  said  to  be  Mr.  Flamsteed's,  and  a better  clock  would  be 
more  useful. 

If  you  please  to  give  order  to  an  able  workman  to  repair  these  instruments,  and  make  new  ones 
where  they  arc  wanting,  and  to  another  workman  to  take  care  of  removing  the  shed  in  the 
garden,  some  of  us  will  go  with  them  to  Greenwich,  and  show  them  what  is  wanting  to  be 
done,  and  give  the  best  advice  they  can  for  doing  every  thing  after  the  best  manner. 

We  arc.  Gentlemen,  yniir  most  humble  servants. 

It  was  U[xin  ballot  ordered,  that  a Committee  named  to  inspect  the  Observatory  at  Greenwich,  in 
the  Council  of  December  Hth,  be  a standing  Committee  of  Visitors  for  the  same : and  likcwiM* 
that  Mr.  James  Pound  be  added  to  the  said  Committee. 

[Kxtracted  from  the  Council  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  191.)  Pfoceedintjs  of  the  jRoyai  Soeiett/  reUitire  to  Afr.  Flamsteed. 

February  25,  1113.14. 

The  President  in  the  Chair.  A letter  was  ordered  to  be  drawn  up,  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Flamstcc*!, 
to  remind  him  nf  his  sending  his  astronomical  obsenatioiis  for  the  year  fw&t,  to  the  Society,  in 
i>bedience  to  her  Majesty’s  commands. 

[Extracted  from  the  Journal  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  192  ) Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  refafiw-*  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

March  4,  1113-14. 

The  President  absent : no  Vice-President  in  the  chair.  A letter,  ordered  the  last  meeting  to  h<‘ 
sent  to  Mr.  Flamsteed,  was  accordingly  brought  in  by  Mr.  Waller;  which  was  recal,  and  ordered 
to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Flamsteed  by  Mr.  Tliomas. 

[Extracted  from  the  /ourno/  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


The  follmving  is  the  Letlet  ahove  alluded  to. 


Crane  Court,  March  4,  1113-14. 


RsvBKENn  Sir, 

Her  Majesty  having  l>cen  graciously  pleased  by  her  letter  to  the  President  and 
('ouncil  of  the  Royal  Society,  dated  December  lOtli,  1110,  to  authorize  and  empower  the  said 
Society  to  demand  and  receive  yearly  such  astronomical  observations  a.<  shall  from  time  to  time  hr 
mode  by  her  Majesty's  Astronomer  in  her  Royal  Observatory  at  Greeuwich;  as  was  done  fur  the 
year  1112; 
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Sir,  I um  now  directed  and  appointed  bjr  the  said  Royal  Society  to  acquaint  you,  that  they  ex]>ecl 
your  compliance  titercto,  by  aendin^  them  auch  astronomical  observatiotia  as  you  sha)]  have  made  in 
the  year  1713,  within  the  time  prefixed  by  her  Majesty's  said  letter;  and  that  you  should  sign  with 
your  own  hand  those  observations,  as  a circumstance  that  may  render  them  the  more  valuable  an<l 
authentic. 

Sir,  it  is  also  recommended  to  your  observation  for  the  future,  to  obsen'e  tlie  moon  in  or  near  her 
quudralures,  as  often  as  it  may  conveniently  be  done. 

We  are  now  endeavouring  what  in  us  lies  to  get  the  house,  observatory,  and  the  instruments  at 
Greenwich  well  fixed  and  final  for  use  : and  we  should  be  glad  to  know  your  owm  opinion  as  to 
what  may  be  pn>per  to  be  done  upon  that  account 

I am,  Reverend  Sir,  your  m(wt  humble  servant, 

Rtc.  Wai.ler,  S.  R.  Seer. 

[Copietl  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  125.] 


No.  193.)  I\oceedingi  of  the  Roi^al  Society  retatite  to  Mr.  Ftiunsivetl. 

March  U,  1713-14. 

The  President  in  the  Chair.  Mr.  Thomas  reported  that  he  ha<l  delivered  the  letter  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Flamsteed,  who  assured  him  that  he  would  be  ready  to  comply  with  the  Society*# 
demands. 

[Extracted  from  the  Journal  Book  of  the  Royal  Society.] 


No.  194.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flantsiemi  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  March  20, 1713-14. 

Sir, 

You  were  used,  when  I forbore  to  write  to  you  for  more  than  a month,  to  call  upon  me 
with  a letter.  Having  received  none  now  from  you  since  that  of  Nov.  20,  which  brought  me  the 
satellite  eclipses  of  the  year  current  (fur  which  I think  I returned  you  a letter  of  thanks),  I b(^n  to 
suspect  that  you  do  not  enjoy  your  health.  I send  this,  therefore,  to  inquire  uf  your  welfare,  and 
to  assure  you  I shall  always  continue  a just  esteem  for  one  that  has  served  me  so  friendly  as  you 
have  done ; and  endeavor  to  discharge  myself  of  some  part  at  least  of  the  many  obligallmis  you  have 
laid  upon  me,  by  reciprocal  services,  when  Heaven  alTords  me  an  op|}ortunity.  Since  my  last  to  you 
1 have  observed  Saturn  in  opposition  to  the  sun ; and  find  liim  at  least  43  mimites  slower  than  the 
CanMne  Tahhs. 

But  my  chief  employment  hath  been  on  the  moon.  I told  you  tlial  the  heavens  rejected  that 
equation  of  Sir  1.  Newton,  which  (iregory  and  Whiston  called  his  sixth  : I had  then  compared  hut 
72  of  my  observations  with  the  tables;  now  I have  examined  above  100  more.  1 find  them  al! 
firm  in  the  same,  and  seventh,  too : and  whereas  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  in  his  new  book  (|Mges  424 
and  425)  thrown  off  his,  and  introduced  unc  of  near  the  same  bigness,  but  always  of  a contrary 
denoiuinatiou,  and  a bigger  in  the  room  of  the  seventh,  if  I reject  them  both,  the  numbers  will 
agree  something  better  with  the  heavens  than  if  1 retain  them.  So  that  I have  determined  to  lav 
these  crotchets  of  Sir  I.  Newton's  wholly  aside : and  I think,  if  you  purchase  not  the  new  edition  of 
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hU  book,  you  will  be  at  lea^t  17<.  a tsaver  by  it,  for  I know  not  whether,  after  that  iheae  two  paijen 
aforeniCDtioned  in  the  margin  arc  taken  away,  all  the  altermtiuns  and  additions  be  worth  12^7.  I 
suspect,  now,  that  the  equations  of  the  apogee  are  tiM)  big,  and  the  radix  of  it  ia  put  too  forward  ; 
but  dare  say  nothing  of  it  positively,  till  1 have  sorted  iny  calculations  into  proper  classes,  which 
may  evince  the  truth  of  this  conjecture,  or  correct  it : of  which  I hope  1 shall  not  long  be  ignorant, 
for  my  long  suit  I hn|M*  will  be  at  an  end  this  day,  nr  Monday  next.  I thank  God  heartily  for  it,  I 
enjoy  niy  health,  though  Raymer  gives  out  that  I am  in  a declining  condition.  My  gout  is  not 
very  troubleioine ; it  only  makes  me  keep  home  more  tlian  formerly;  and  thereby  I gain  mure 
leisure  to  prosecute  my  endeavors,  which  1 have  great  hopes  will  be  very*  successful,  through  God's 
blessing  on  them.  I have  received  accounts  of  «imc  few  satellite  eclipses  nb«er\'ed  last  year  bv*  Mr. 
Pound,  at  Wunstcad;  Mr  Gray,  at  Canterbury ; and  Mr.  Durham,  at  I'piuiuster;  which  1 intend 
yon  a transcript  of,  in  my  next,  when  I learn  by  your  attswer  that  this  ia  come  safe  to  your  hands. 

IVay  take  care  to  keep  up  my  printed  Catalogue : you  are  the  only  person  that  has  a copy  of  it. 
I liavc  not  trusted  Janies  Hodgson  with  one,  for  fear  that  Raymer  should  wheedle  him  out  of  it.  I 
know  he  would  part  with  one  of  his  cars  to  get  one:  pray  therefore  be  very  cautious  how  you  let  it 
be  seen ; and  whenever  you  And  yourself  ill,  commit  it,  scaled  up,  into  the  hands  of  some  tnistv 
friend,  who,  if  the  worst  should  hap{>en,  may  immediately  send  it  hack  with  a letter  directing  mr 
where  to  meet  witli  it. 

I intend  to  publish  what  Tablea  I have  by  me,  fur  the  sun  and  other  planets,  together  with  it.  And 
for  the  mapfk,  I have  hopes  to  unlcr  matters  so  they  shall  not  be  lost : though  my  special  friends 
have  done  all  that  lie*  in  their  power  to  hinder  both  them,  and  the  Observations,  from  which  tliey 
and  the  Catalogues  arc  derived,  from  being  published : hut  I hope  that  gtaal  Providence  I have 
always  depended  up<ni  will  prevent  them.  May  the  same  ever  preserve  you  and  direct  you. 

1 am,  your  very  much  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

John  Fi^m&tkkd,  M.R 

You  will  excuse  my  ill  hand,  zny  man  ia  not  at  home  to  copy  this  letter ; as  probably  he  must  mv 
next  to  you. 

[Copied  from  the  orifynal  letter  in  the  jxisscssion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  195.)  Ettract  of  a tetter  from  Mr,  Flamsteed  to  Mr,  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  August  31,  17M. 

Whilst  1 was  at  Biirstow  the  Queen  died ; and  1 employed  my  spare  hours  in  calculating  the 
moon's  ]dacc8  by  my  new  numbers,  to  the  middle  of  about  20  lunar  eclipses  uWrvetl  by  myself  and 
the  French  in  40  years  past ; and  I 6nd  I can  represent  them  within  four  minutes  and  a quarter  of 
longitude.  Rut  this  does  not  satisfy  me  : there  arc  still  some  circumstances  in  her  motions  that 
have  not  been  considered,  which  I am  getting  upon  as  soon  as  I can  get  help  and  leisure ; for  mv 
servant  and  Mr.  Ryley  are  not  enough.  At  pr<»cnt  1 shall  only  acquaint  you,  1st  That  I reject  Sir 
Isaac  Newton's  first  equation  of  the  apogee;  though  I fear  I shall  be  forced  to  intrwluce  another. 
2.  That ! add  P 30''  to  the  moon's  mean  motions.  3.  That  1 diminish  the  greatest  equations  of 
the  ai>ngee,  d;c.  4.  That  [ neglect  the  alterations  of  the  variations;  and  5.  Allow  a small  eqtia- 
tton  that  extends  itulf  even  to  the  quadratures. 
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When  I see  the  effect  of  my  thoughts  concerning  a new  equation  that  tkpends  on  causes  not  yet 
thought  of  by  our  great  pretender,  I shall  acquaint  you  of  it,  and  wliat  I have  above  only  pointed  at. 

I shall  now  cause  the  ediptseauf  Jupiter’s  satellites  to  be  carefully  observed.  I grow  weak,  and 
must  have  another  servant  to  attend  me  when  1 walk  abroad;  and  then  { shall  have  au  attci^ant 
for  my  man  Joseph,  when  I would  have  him  to  observe  them.  I would  therefore  desire  you  to  cal- 
culate the  eclipses  of  the  satellites  for  the  next  year,  and  thereby  you  much  oblige,  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant. 

We  reckon  that  the  King  is,  by  this  day,  in  Holland,  or  will  be  U>-morrow : he  is  to  come  ashore 
at  Cireeiiwich,  to  reside  two  nights  in  the  Queen’s  house,  which  is  fitted  up  for  him,  and  make  his 
entry  into  London  in  his  coaches.  God  send  a happy  arrival,  and  reign;  for  his  accession  to  the 
Crown  has  dissipated  much  of  our  fears,  and  he  it  imjwiiently  expected.  J.  F. 

This  day’s  post  tells  us  he  sets  out  to-day  from  Ilauovcr. 

I had  forgot  to  tell  you  that  my  servant  acquainted  me  that  Dr.  Thoreshy  wag  here,  in  my 
absence  ; perhaps  it  was  he  infonned  you  that  Raynier  sets  up  for  a finder  of  the  longitude.  *Tis 
more  than  I hear  of;  but,  like  enough,  that  boaster  may  do  so  among  his  clans.  Pray  give  the 
Doctor  my  service,  and  tell  him  I am  sorry  I had  not  the  liappincss  to  be  at  home  wdicn  he  came 
here  : and  let  me  know  the  ground  of  this  report  from  him. 

[Copied  from  the  nriyinal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  196.)  Extract  of  a teiter  from  .Vr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  S/uirp. 

The  Observatory,  Ocl.  23,  1*114. 

1 have  gut  Jupiter  twice  obsened  of  late  ; first  Uic  very  night  of  the  opposition,  ami  since  again 
on  the  9th  instant.  By  both  these  observations  he  it  forwanicr  than  Parker’s  cphemeris  by  15’ at 
least,  and  his  latitude  is  at  least  10’  more,  southerly.  I doubt  not  but  the  Carolina  Tahhs  err  15’ 
in  longitude;  but  the  error  in  latitude  is  certainly  some  mistake  of  Parker’s  in  his  calculation,  and 
’tis  probable  nina  through  hi*  whole  year. 

You  may  be  easy  as  to  my  concerns  for  the  future.  That  good  Providence,  whereon  1 trusted,  has 
been  pleased  so  to  dispose  affairs,  that  now  all  those  that  would  do  any  injury  to  the  Observatory 
have  rained  their  own  credit,  and  our  friends  are  advanced.  I bless  God  for  it,  and  I have  taken 
an  easy  stc]),  that,  I trust,  has  defeated  all  the  designs  of  Sir  1.  Newton.  I think  now  of  engraving 
a capital,  and  closing  piece,  for  roy  Catalogue;  and  proceed  to  my  planetary  numbers.  But  my  age, 
except  (?od  bless  me  with  unexpected  strength,  will  scarce  permit  me  to  go  through  with  the  work 
as  I designed  it.  I shall,  however,  as  he  blesses  me,  do  my  endeavor,  leaving  the  events  to  his 
good  Providence,  to  which  you  arc  ever  rccoramcndwi  by.  Sir,  yours  ever, 

John  Flamsteed,  M.R.* 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 

* This  letter  b signed  liy  FUmiUTtl.  Imt  written  by  another  hand.  The  ori^aal  draught,  in  Flamsteed's  band- 
writing,  is  at  the  Royal  Obeerratory  at  Greenwich,  and  Inund  up  in  MSS,  vol.  3?. 
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No.  iy<.)  Exlrnct  ftf  a htttfrfrnm  FiamsUwl  lo  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Tlie  ObMnratury,  Nov.  30,  1711. 

Parker*8  ephemerides  for  1715  came  out  last  week : in  it  he  tclU  us  that  he  ha«  corrected  the 
motions  of  the  2 aufieriun,  Saturn  and  Jupiter,  by  the  directions  of  that  jUius  cali^  Dr.  Halley. 
Now,  by  comparing  the  places  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter,  December  31,  in  this  year’s  ephr-mciis  with 
tluMtc  of  January  1,  I hnd  that  he  hat  subtracted -14  from  Satuni’t  place  by  the  Caroline  Tables^ 
wliich  is  the  utim><>t  error  at  Saturn’s  last  up|KMilioti  to  the  sun,  and  added  6 minutes  only  to 
Jupiter,  who,  in  this  very  month,  was  14’  or  15’  faster  than  the  Caroline  Tables.  So  that  this,  I 
fear,  is  but  a very  slovenly  correction,  and  if  he  has  allowed  the  same  constantly  (as  I shall  see  ere 
long  whether  he  has  or  not)  *tia  a very  silly  one.  Hut  the  latitude  of  Jupiter,  which  I told  you  has 
lieeu  this  year  false  in  him  10  minutes,  U now  made  agreeable  to  the  Caroline  numbers. 

I am  obliged  by  a fnend  to  take  his  son  under  my  care ; so  that  now  I shall  have  an  assistant  and 
companion  for  my  servant,  when  he  is  to  sit  up;  so  that  1 shall  cause  the  satellite  eclipses  to  be 
frequently  oltscnrcd,  and  the  observations  to  be  constantly  imparteil  to  you. 

My  servant  is  gone  to  llurstow  upon  aflairs;  1 am  therefore  constrained  to  write  to  you  with  my 
own  hand,  not  without  pain  and  trouble;  though,  1 thank  God  for  it,  I continue  still  free  from  the 
torments  of  the  sione  : my  gout  pains  are  supportable.  May  the  good  providence  of  Heaven  presen  e 
you  from  thiMe  distempers,  that  we  may  still  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  our  fr^ndly  correspoudence,  which 
is  more  than  all  to.  Sir,  your  aifectioiiale  friend  and  servant. 

[Copied  from  the  oriffinal  letter  in  the  jiossession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  198.)  Exiraci  of  a Letter  from  ^fr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Obfenatory,  Keb.  1,  17U-15. 

Mr.  Halley’s  very  sony  abstract  of  my  Obsen'aiions  was  printed  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions 
witlaiut  my  leave  or  knowledge.  I was  forced  to  impart  them  to  them,  by  an  order  of  Ute  late 
Queen's,  procured  by  Dr.  ArbuthnoU,  and  sent  me  in  a letter  from  the  late  Secretary,  Mr.  St.  John, 
now  Lord  BuUngbroke;  aud  1 desired  that  they  might  not  be  printed  without  my  knowledge.  But 
Sir  f . Newton,  to  dn  all  the  mischief  that  lay  in  his  power,  and  the  most  spitefully,  pcrmittc<l  Halley  to 
abstract  them.  Huw  he  lias  done  it  you  may  see  by  companng  the  observations  of  [the]  lunar  eclipse 
January  12,  1712,  with  the  uhservatiuns  themselves,  which  I sent  you  in  a letter  soon  after.  He 
gives  the  middle  of  the  eclifttc  at  7^  34',  but  how  it  was  got  he  says  not ; you  must  take  it  on  his 
word.  That  account,  I gave  you,  gives  the  times  of  10  or  12  ec|ual  phases  whence  it  wag  derived  : 
not  one  won!  of  these  in  him,  nor  of  the  sliadnw  parking  over  any  spots,  thougit  always  noted  for 
good  uses  by  Hen.  Cassini,  nay,  even  himself,  in  the  ecli}>ses  he  Km  obm;rved  : so  that  the  copy  of 
observatinus  is  not  anywise  mine,  but  a pitiful,  injudicious  abstract  of  his,  an  impudent  and  mali- 
cious one  throughout,  and  no  ways  to  l>e  tnistcd  to. 

But  you  tcU  me  they  arc  improves]  to  some  good  use  : that,  I am  sure,  is  more  than  was  ever 
designed  by  the  thievish  editor.  Ilia  and  Sir  i.  Newton’s  designs  arc,  by  these  abstracts,  to  prevent 
and  obstruct  the  publication  of  the  w hole : he  has  robl)cd  them  of  all  their  certainty  ; and,  by  giving 
them  the  name  of  my  Observations,  made  me,  or  endeavored  to  moke  my  Observations,  appear  as  little 
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worth  as  hU  own  are,  and  as  little  to  be  desired.  I wait  for  an  opportunity  to  publish  some  few 
years  of  them  myself,  which  I am  preparing  for.  But  for  this  thief,  I shall  never  seek  any  revenge,  or 
to  disparage  him  for  what  he  has  done;  for  this  is  contrary  to  my  temper,  the  religion  of  a Christian. 
I foi^ve  him ; he  is  now  known  so  well,  that  his  tricks  do  him  the  injury  he  designs  me ; and  he 
begins,  I hope,  to  be  sensible  of  it. 

But  what  you  say,  he  has  first  spread  here ; and  I doubt  not  but  has  been  brought  you  into  York> 
shire.  I would  desire  you  to  let  me  know  whst  Royal  Society  people  yon  converse  with,  and  what 
account  they  give  you  of  me,  that  I may  clear  myself  to  you,  and  stop  the  mouths  of  others, 
amongst  whom  he  has  spread  his  lying  suggestions.  As  for  the  correction  of  Parker's  ephemeris, 
[ shall  he  able  to  tell  you  more  ere  long,  for  we  have  now  some  likelihood  of  clear  nights,  which 
we  have  scarcely  had  for  a month  past. 

I have  got  another  observation  of  Jupiter  lately,  but  I have  not  yet  had  time  to  examine  it. 
W"hen  the  elections  arc  over,  you  may  hear.  1 have  one  thing  more  to  desire  of  you,  and  I will  not 
doubt  but  that  you  take  care  of  it ; that  is.  not  to  suffer  any  copy  of  it  to  be  taken,  nor  to  lend  it 
to  any  one,  lest  a copy  of  it  should  be  taken,  or  itself  transmitted  into  Halley’s  hands,  who  had  the 
impudence  to  tell  me  that  he  would  copy  it,  and  print  it;  whereas  he  knows  not  how  it  is  made, 
nor  how  the  true  place  of  any  one  star  in  it  was  fim  gained. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  199.)  ExiracU  of  a from  Afr,  FUxmtieed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp.* 

The  Observatory,  April  23,  1715. 

I was  told  by  Mr.  Whiston  yesterday  that  Dr.  Halley  has  wrote  to  you  to  give  him  your  observa- 
tions of  the  late  solar  eclipse.  I hope  you  are  wiser  than  to  do  it  before  you  have  imparted  them  to 
me;  and  then  you  may  refer  him  to  me  for  an  account  of  them.  Yon  remember  how  he  served 
you  about  the  quadrature  of  the  circle : after  such  usage  you  ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  you 
trust  him. 

What  our  Society  people  did  I neilherknow  nor  care.  I am  very  apt  to  think  they  had  no 
instruments,  in  order,  for  taking  the  sun*s  heights. 

By  these  observations  I am  satisfied  the  moon’s  latitude  wras  less,  by  a minute,  than  I made  it  in 
the  figure  I sent  you ; and  that  the  total  eclipse  reached  near  to  Deal  or  Dover;  whereas  Dr.  Haliry 
makes  all  East  Kent  free  of  them.  I owe  you  some  observations  of  Saturn  and  Mars,  but  have 
leisure  to  add  no  more,  but  that  I expect  to  hear  from  you  how  much  of  the  sun  remained  uncovered 
at  Horton. 

[Copied  from  the  anginal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 

* The  origical  driugbi  of  this  Isttsr,  in  Flsantesd’s  baod-wrhiog,  is  at  Oreenwidi,  and  bound  up  in  MSS. 
vok37. 
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[Xo.  200. 


No.  200.) 


June  30,  HIS. 

Sir, 

You  were  ]>lcased,  when  you  were  here  lest  about  two  years  ago»  to  tell  roe  that  you  would 
restore  my  MSS  in  your  hands.  I have  sent  Mr.  Hodgson  to  receive  them  of  you,  and  he  will 
return  the  note  you  gave  for  them.  I doubt  not  but  you  will  herein  oblige. 

Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Flawstrkd. 


[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  101.) 


No.  201.)  Letter  from  Mr,  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A,  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  July  9, 1715. 

Sir, 

You  are  concerned  that  you  hear  nut  from  me:  I am  as  much,  that  I cannot  find  leisure  so 
often,  nor  write  to  you  with  so  much  ease  as  formerly.  Assure  yourself  I have  always  a due  regard 
to  you,  and  respect  for  you;  but  I aro  now  near  69  years  old  complete,  and  I doubt  not  but  you 
will  excuse  me  if  I cannot  cx|nress  myself  so  well,  or  readily  as  formerly. 

A young  man,  a surveyor  in  your  neighbourhood,  was  here  some  months  ago ; and  lately 
Mr.  Thoresby  has  been  twice  here : but  it  was  not  roy  good  fortune  to  be  at  home,  though  I saw 
and  discoursed  the  former,  and  had  a good  account  by  him  of  your  health,  which  I pray  God  long 
to  continue.  If  he,  or  any  friend  of  yours,  comes  again  to  London,  you  may  do  well  to  adviae  me 
of  it  by  a letter,  that  I may  direct  them  where  to  meet  me  there,  or  when  to  find  me  at  home  ; for 
I much  regret  my  loss  of  Dr.  Thorcsby*s  company.  I would  not  have  you  think  1 value  the  poe(> 
charge  of  a letter ; i should  rejoice  to  have  one  from  you,  though  it  should  tell  me  no  more  but  that 
you  are  in  health. 

1 doubt  not  but  you  have  heard  that  the  Lord  Halifax  is  dead  of  a violent  fever.  If  common 
fame  speak  true,  he  died  worth  jCl50,000;  out  of  which  he  gave  Mrs.  Barton,  Sir  I.  Newton’s 
niece,  for  her  excellent  conoersationt  a curious  house,  XSOOO,  with  lands,  jewels,  plate,  money,  and 
household  furniture,  to  the  value  of  .f20,000  or  more.  Sir  I.  Newton  loaes  his  support  in  him ; 
and.  having  been  in  with  Ixird  Oxford,  Bolingbroke,  and  Dr.  Arbuthnott,  is  not  now  looked  upon  as 
he  was  formerly. 

I sent  last  week  fur  my  manuscripts.  My  man  brought  me  but  two  of  them;  the  third  was  in 
Dr.  Halley’s  hands,  who  is  loth  to  part  with  it;  but  Sir  I.  Newton,  I doubt  not,  will  force  him. 
After  which,  Sir  I.  Newton  will  have  still  in  bis  hands  all  the  observations  made  with  the  mural 
arc  from  1689  to  1713  complete ; which  I shall  recall  as  soon  as  I have  got  back  the  book  that 
Dr.  Halley  detains. 

I believe  I have  now  an  interest  in  some  of  the  prime  officers  at  Court,  that  will  not  suffer  me  to 
be  used  as  1 have  been  formerly.  I shall  recall  the  MSS  of  my  Obaervationa  from  1689  to  1705 
complete ; and  know  how  be  has  disposed  of  ^1200  of  Prince  George’s  money,  whereof  I never 
received  but  £\2b.  I shall  not  deal  proudly  with  him,  nor  call  him  names,  as  he  did  me  ; God 
forgive  him : but  1 shall  use  him  gently  and  calmly,  till  I have  got  what  he  has  of  mine  in  his 
power  out  of  his  hands.  God  has  bleascd  me  hitherto;  all  that  has  happened,  I doubt  not,  was  by 
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the  order  of  hit  good  Proridence,  and  for  the  bett.  1 will  attei>d  him  patiently,  till  my  hopet  are 
turned  into  certaintiet. 

1 have  be^n  to  revite  my  Doctrine  of  lAe  Sphere^  in  order  to  reprint  it  with  new  Lunar  Tablet, 
that  ahall  agree  with  the  heavens  within  five  minutes;  and  leave  it  to  posterity  to  bring  them  nearer, 
from  the  Observations  I shall  bequeath  to  them  for  that  purpose.  You  expect  my  promised  obser- 
vations of  the  superior  planets : 1 give  them  on  the  next  page. 

I have  not  had  time,  as  yet,  to  compare  these  with  my  own  Tables : you  may  compare  them  with 
Parker’s  ephemeris;  and  you  will  find  that,  for  all  his  pretended  emendations,  he  is  still  out  in  Saturn 
13  minutes,  in  Mars  8 minutes.  *Tis  pain  to  me  to  write : 1 add  therefore  that  I desire  you  to  give 
my  humble  services  to  Mr.  Thoresby,  and  that  I am,  ever, 

Sir,  yours,  to  love  and  serve  you, 

John  Flamstxbd,  M.R, 

/ * 

[Copied  from  the  ofigiruU  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  303.)  Extract  of  a tetier  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr,  A.  ^harp. 

The  Observatory,  July  29,  1715. 

I have  yours  of  the  33nl  instant.  I am  hastening  into  Surrey  next  week,  and  therefore  answer 
it  so  soon,  lest  I should  be  hindered  by  any  accidental  business.  As  for  my  own  business  with 
Sir  I.  Newton,  *tis  not  yet  over  ; hut  you  know  on  whom  only  1 hare  trusted,  and  therefore  I fear 
nothing,  nor  need  you  be  solicitous  for  me.  Whilst  I am  in  the  coimtry  I shall  look  over  the  Lunar 
Tables  again,  and  try  to  bring  them  yet  a Kttlc  nearer  the  observations;  and  at  my  return,  Qod 
sparing  me  health,  my  aervant  ahall  copy  them  for  the  press,  and  they  shall  b^in  to  print : but 
not  before  everything  is  ready  for  them,  for  1 love  to  call  upon  the  printers  rather  than  be  called 
upon  by  them.  You  may  command  copies  for  yourself,  and  two  or  three  friends,  if  God  blesses  me 
with  life  to  finish  it. 

I have  put  one  of  the  msps  of  the  constellations  into  the  engraver’s  bands  to  be  engraved ; but  I 
foresee  it  must  lie  atUl  till  my  return. 

t 7 find  no  reason  for  making  the  recess  of  the  equinoxes  more  than  a year,  or  a degree  in  72 
years.  If  I alter  my  opinion  I ahall  let  you  know  it,  and  my  reasons  for  doing  it. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^'iio/ letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  203.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr,  Ftetnuteed  to  Mr,  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Oct.  11, 1715. 

Yours  of  the  24th  past  brought,  unexpected,  the  eclipses  of  U satellites  for  the  next  year  1716. 
I thank  you  heartily  for  them.  1 was  newly  returned  from  Burstow,  where  I had  resided  five 
weeks,  very  uneasily,  by  reason  I found  my  curate  had  signalized  himself  in  such  a manner  for 
High  Church,  that  I was  forced  to  dismiss  him.  I have  r>ot  yet  got  another,  and  find  it  very  difficult 
to  get  one  that  is  not  tainted  with  the  same  principles.  This  has  caused  me  some  journeys  extraor- 
dinary to  London,  and  I fear  will  do  more,  and  is  the  reason  why  you  receive  my  thanks  so  late. 

The  observations  of  the  solar  eclipae  being  printed  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society,  I 
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hav4s  now  deduced  mine  from  the  fint  notes.  1 remember  not  whether  I gave  them  to  you,  or  not ; 
and  therefore  I preseut  you  with  them  here. 

*•••••••• 

Dr.  HaUey  makes  all  these  phases  to  have  happened  some  few  seconds  later  than  they  were  noted 
here;  whereas  Crane  Court  lies  about  half  a minute  of  time  westwards  of  us,  and  all  the  times 
ought  to  have  been  near  as  much  later  there  than  here  : so  that  I fear  there  was  an  error  in  his 
quadrant  of  about  four  minutes;  and  it  showed  the  aun*a  heights  to  much  too  great.  But  Mr. 
Wliiston  told  me  that  their  clocka  were  set  by  Mr.  Tompion’i  meridian  line,  which  1 gave  him 
many  years  ago ; and  1 suspect  he  never  allowed  fur  the  dilference  of  meridians  betwixt  the  Obser- 
vatory and  his  house ; and  this  probably  is  the  cause  why  the  times  taken  at  Crane  Court  agree  so 
nearly  to  those  taken  here. 

Mr.  Pound’s  quadrant,  I fear,  had  the  same  fault  with  that  at  Crane  Court ; or  the  Doctor  made 
his  times  to  agree  with  Mr.  Pound’s.  As  for  the  Doctor’s  rants  or  twits,  1 never  did,  iiur  ever  shsll, 
take  any  notice  of  them,  till  he  cease*  to  think  himself  a wit,  or  becomes  an  honest  and  grateful 
man. 

[Copied  from  the  oritpruU  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  204.)  I.^ier  from  Mr.  Flamstad  to .* 

The  Observatory,  Oclolwr  24,  I'll 5. 

Sir, 

1 thank  you  for  your*.  I intend,  God  willing,  to  be  in  London  on  Wednesday  next,  ami  at 
Garraway's  about  2 o’clock;  where  I should  be  glad,  if  any  occasionB  of  yours  call  you  into  London, 
to  meet  you,  that  we  may  take  care  to  obviate  those  designs  of  .Sir  1.  Newton  which  will  bring  shame 
both  on  himself  and  the  Royal  Society.  In  the  meantime  I hope  you  take  care  to  inform  the  Duke 
how  unworthily,  nay,  treacherously,  I am  dealt  with  by  Sir  1.  Newton. 

I wonder  that  he  should  so  impudently  pretend  to  dispose  of  the  printed  copies  of  my  works,  i.  e. 
the  printed  Observations : they  cost  him  not  an  hour’s  labor  or  watching,  nor  was  he  at  otic  penny 
expense  for  making  them  ; but  besides  my  daily  labor  and  watchings,  when  he  was  asleep  in  his 
warm  bed,  it  had  cost  me  above  ^2000  out  of  my  own  pocket,  when  1 showed  them  to  the  Prince,  in 
instruments  and  necessary  assistance.  Which  when  I told  the  Prince  at  Greenwich,  and  that  I was 
going  on  to  get  the  maps  of  tlic  constellations  engraved  at  my  own  charge  (as  they  had  been  drawn), 
he  was  pleased  to  tell  me  that  there  was  no  need  of  that;  and  when  after,  by  an  accident,  my  works 
were  recommended  to  him  by  the  Royal  Society,  he  ordered  £1200  for  printing  them  and  engraving 
the  maps,  designing  thereby  to  gratify  me  in  that  for  my  great  pains  and  expense.  But  Sir  I.  Newton 
very  ungratefully  set  himself  to  hinder  the  work  by  several  tricks  and  artifices,  in  which  he  made 
much  use  of  £.  Halley,  encouraged  the  printer  to  commit  faults,  gave  me  all  the  trouble  he  could  ; 
yet,  in  spite  of  all,  ’tis  better  printed  than  books  of  the  same  kind  imually  are,  through  my  con- 
tinual care ; only  one  sheet  must  be  reprintedi  which  they  took  care  to  have  misprinted,  when  I was 
absent  in  Surrey  in  1706. 

I must  tell  you,  also,  that  Sir  I.  Newton  caused  me  further  to  disburse  in  having  assistants  to  copy 
the  Observations,  and  fit  the  work  for  the  press,  about  £l73;  stupt  the  press  without  assigning  any 

* Tlie  dirertioD  not  extant.  F.  B. 
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cause;  and  after  he  had  kept  me  above  tvo  years  out  of  money,  paid  me  only  £l25,  so  that  the 
printed  sheets  owe  me,  which  1 have  laid  out  on  them,  above  .£4B. 

jVdd  to  this,  that  when  he  paid  roe  the  «^125  (March  20, 1707>8},hc  got  175  MS  sheets  of  Obaer- 
vations  into  his  hands  by  a trick,  and  has  kept  them  ever  since^  so  that  1 know  not  what  is  become 
of  them,  i put  them  into  hia  hands  to  be  printed,  but  I have  just  reason  to  fear  he  designed  to  sink 
them ! they  are  such  as  were  made  by  the  mural  arc,  and  the  most  accurate  that  ever  were  made 
before. 

Sir  I.  Newton,  when  he  played  these  tricks  with  me,  had  the  late  Lord  Halifax,  his  friend,  alive, 
else  he  durst  not  have  been  so  hold.  I was  forced  to  be  silent  and  bear  all,  that  I might  continue  the 
Observations,  and  effect,  through  (jod's  assistance,  what  I had  begun. 

I say  nothing  how,  by  continued  impudent  tricks  and  pretences,  Sir  Isaac  Newton  got  a copy  of 
about  three*faurths  of  my  catalc^pie,  scaled  up  at  his  men  trusted  into  hie  hands,  to  be 

preserved,  to  prevent  it  being  lost  In*  any  accident  of  my  mortality ; bow  he  opened  it,  gave  it  to 
E.  Halley,  who  has  altered  and  corrupted  it,  and  printed  it  without  my  knowledge,  whereby  I have 
been  put  to  above  more  charge  to  reprint  it,  besides  the  charge  of  calculators  to  correct  the 
faults  he  had  purposely  made  in  the  numbers,  which  are  very  many  and  gross.  But  you  arc  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  this  affair,  therefore  I add  no  more  about  it,  but  that  you  may  hereby  see  that 
neither  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  nor  the  Royal  Society,  nor  any  other,  can  have  any  right  to  the  printed 
.ihects  of  Observationa  but  myself.  That  Newton  and  Halley  have  done  all  they  could  to  spoil  or 
sink  them.  That  they  ought  to  he  given  me  as  a part  of  a recompense  for  my  great  pain  and  suffet- 
ing  from  mind,  and  expenses ; arnl  I hope  you  will  acquaint  my  Lonl  I>ukc  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
gave  books  of  them  both  to  D.  DWumont  and  Lord  Oxford,  as  his  own  gratuity,  with  Halley’s  false 
catalogue,  and  a preface  that  they  netvr  durst  let  me  see.  But  I hope,  now  we  have  a just  Govern- 
ment, that  such  works  will  no  more  be  encouraged ; but  that  those  who  have  taken  paiiks  to  aenre  the 
world  and  their  country,  may  not  be  any  longer  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  labors  and  expenses 
by  such  drones,  as  having  nothing  of  thdr  own  worth  the  publisliing  to  the  wcwld,  would  gain  their 
applause  at  the  cost  of  others  that  have  the  work,  by  assuming  a superiority  over  them,  asserting 
themselves  to  be  judges  of  what  they  understand  little  more  than  what  thev'  have  been  told,  thieving, 
and  crying  up  each  other.  But  ! am  tedious,  and,  therefore,  pray  God  keep  you ; and  am. 

Yours,  sincerely,  John  Flamstebi* 

[Copied  from  the  original  draught  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  191.) 


No.  205.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  .S/wrp. 

The  Observatory,  Dec.  17,  1715. 

I beg  your  pardon  f<rr  haring  so  long  delayed  to  answer  yours  of  the  19tli  past : I have  had  a 
cold,  and  much  cross  business  on  my  hands,  which  now,  1 hope,  is  pretty  well  over. 

The  Scotch  rebellion  put  us  also  in  some  suspense  : but,  since  the  prisoners  are  bmi^ht  up  and 
secured  in  their  proper  holds,  God  be  thanked,  that  is  over;  and  we  hope  that  under  a prudent  and 
sober  Prince  we  may  enjoy  the  blessings  of  a durable  peace  again;  for,  the  commanders  of  the  late 
rebels,  we  doubt  not,  will  be  subdued  in  a short  time.  I have  caused  my  work  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  mean  time,  ns  usually;  and  I give  you  here  the  places  of  Saturn  and  Jupiter  last  observed, 
whereby  you  will  see  that,  for  all  the  boasted  corrections,  the  cphemcria  » still  as  erroneous  as 
usually  in  Jupiter,  and  not  right  in  Saturn. 

[Coined  from  the  original  letter  in  the  poascasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.) 
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No.  206.)  Official  return  of  the  ditpotal  of  the  coyiet  of  HaUeft  Edition. 

January  14,  1715-16. 

Mt  Loan, 

Your  Grace’s  order,  dated  the  30th  November,  and  directed  to  us  as  referees  to  his 
Royal  Highness  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  came  to  our  hands  about  ten  days  ago.  We  should 
hare  punctually  obeyed  his  Majesty’s  command  transmitted  to  us  by  your  Grace,  were  we  not  fully 
convinced  that  our  trust  is  now  ejcjared.,  and  that  we  hare  no  power  to  meddle  further  with  the 
disposal  of  those  books. 

At  the  same  time  we  think  it  our  duty  to  inform  your  Grace  that  the  books  are  at  present  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Awnsham  Churchill,  bookseller  in  Paternoster  Row,  where  they  were  lodged  by  our 
order,  for  the  use  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  said  Prince  of  Denmark. 

The  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  money  will,  with  these  presents,  be  trsns* 
mitted  to  your  Grace  by  Sir  I.  Newton,  who,  beaidea  what  he  has  received,  has  disbursed  a good  deal 
of  money  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

In  dischai^  of  our  trust,  we  think  it  likewise  our  duty  to  acquaint  your  Grace,  that  her  late 
Majeaty,  in  order  to  make  the  Observations  as  serviceable  to  future  generations  as  possible,  for  the 
improvement  of  astronomy,  geography,  and  navigation,  intended  to  dispose  of  them  by  making 
presents  to  such  as  were  comprehended  under  the  following  heads : 

1.  Public  libraries  at  home  and  abroad. 

2.  Profesaors  and  other  eminent  mathematicians  at  home  and  abroad. 

3.  .The  nobility  of  Great  Britain  who  have  libraries  of  note. 

4.  Those  about  the  late  Prince  who  had  been  instrumental  in  promoting  the  work,  viz.  the  Right 
Honourable  Mr.  Compton,  now  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons ; Mr.  Nicholas,  Treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Clark,  Secretary  to  the  said  Prince,  for  themselves  and  their  friends. 

5.  The  Referees,  for  themselves  and  their  friends. 

And  though  Mr.  Flamsteed  had  a gratuittf  paid  him  of  .£125,  and  by  the  imperfect  and  incorrect 
copies  which  he  deliverol,  and  other  breach  of  articles,  had  given  us  a great  deal  of  trouble,  yet  we 
designed  to  have  begged  of  her  Majesty  the  remainder  of  the  copies  for  him. 

These  things  we  humbly  take  the  freedom  to  lay  before  your  Grace,  being,  with  the  utmost 
respect,  my  Lord,  your  Grace’s  most  bumble  and  most  obedient  servants, 

Fa.  Robs  RTS. 

C.  Wren. 

Is.  Newton. 

Jo.  Arbutqnott. 

N.D.  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  in  his  letter,  gives  this  account  of  their  dispoaal  of  books : 


To  those  concerned  in  the  imprcaaiou  . . .10 

To  the  Treasury,  bound  . . . . ,30 

Whereof,  to  the  King  of  France  . . 1 

M.  Torcy  , . , 1 

M.  Dea  Marets  . 1 

Into  Italy  ...  3 

To  Paris,  for  the  Observaloire  and  Academy  . . .10 


* AWe  written  on  the  paper,  Ay  FlamHetiLSon  if  s debt. 
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Sir  Imsc  Newton  * . . . . \ 

Dr.  Halley  ......  I 

Mr.  Flamateed  .....  2 


[Extracted  from  the  copy  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  133.] 


(No.  201.)  Re<uons  wAy  Sir  I.  iVeic^on  ought  not  to  have  any  of  the  copies  of  Uallefs  Edition. 

Thai  Sir  I.  Newton  ought  to  have  none  of  the  printed  copies  of  the  HisUrria  CoelestiSy 

1.  Because  he  thrust  himself  betwixt  me  and  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince,  purposely  to  sink 
or  spoil  the  book ; and  recommended  it  to  him,  without  even  giving  me  notice  to  attend  him  with  his 
Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society. 

2.  Whereas  1 proposed  to  begin  with  the  engraving  of  the  maps,  uf  which  10  or  12  were  ready 
copied  by  an  excellent  master,  at  more  than  ^20  charge  to  me ; he  would  not : but  caused  us 
to  begin  with  printing ; made  an  undertaker  of  whom  we  had  no  need;  took  the  payment  both  of 
him  and  the  printer  out  of  my  hauda ; excused  the  printer  for  committing  of  faults,  and  thereby 
encouraged  him  to  do  his  work  negligently,  and  commit  more,  that  he  and  hia  two  men,  Messrs.  H. 
and  M.,  might  complain  of  them. 

That  he  would  not  suffer  the  press  to  begin  till  I had  delivered  a copy  of  a little  more  than  half 
my  catalogue  (which  was  what  1 had  then  done)  into  his  hands;  which,  when  I told  him  I was 
unwilling  to  trust  out  of  my  own,  because  it  hsd  cost  me  above  X2000  out  of  my  own  pocket 
in  mathematical  instruments  and  hiring  assistance,  he  considered  that  I might  put  it  into  his  hands 
scaled  up ; with  which  I was  contented,  that  so  the  work  might  go  on  and  the  press  begin.  The 
cstslogue  (sealed  up)  by  Mr.  J.  Hodgson  about  the  middle  of  March,  1105>6 ; but  still  he  thought 
he  had  roc  not  enough  in  his  power. 

He  required,  therefore,  that  I should  deliver  my  first  notes  of  the  Observations  into  his  hands, 
that  he  might  compare  them  with  the  copies.  Though  I might  have  told  him  that  they  would 
signify  nothing,  and  that  the  copy  had  been  compared  and  corrected  already  with  the  original ; yet  to 
take  away  all  ocesaion  of  complaint,  and  make  him  acnaiblc  of  his  folly,  I consented,  and  sent  them 
to  him,  in  February,  1105*6.  He  was  too  proud  to  let  me  know  he  had  been  at  the  pains  to  pick 
faults  in  them  himself ; but  Dr.  Gregory  was  picked  out  [to]  take  the  pains  of  the  examination  for 
him.  Lists  of  errata  in  my  copy  were  sent  me,  but  when  I showed  that  they  were  the  Doctor's 
mistakes,  they  were  easily  quitted : for  he  had  still  another  game  to  play,  and  an  engine  that 
he  doubted  not  would  make  me  comply,  and  cry  him  up  as  his  Dr.  Gregory  and  E.  Halley  did. 

[Copied  from  the  originat  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  14 1 .] 


No.  208.)  Letter  frxm  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  Lenothorp. 

The  Observatory,  Feb.  3,  1716. 

SlK, 

That  1 may  not  perplex  you,  1 shall  make  some  short  remarks  only  on  two  or  three  parti- 
culars in  the  representation  yours  brought  me  yesterday,  after  having  first  given  you  my  thanks  for 
it  The  representation  laya,  though  Mr.  Flamsteed  hsd  a gratuity  of  ^125,  and  gave  them  a grest 
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dc«l  of  trouble,  yet  they  designed  to  have  )>egged  the  rest  of  the  copies  for  him.  f told  you  in 
mine  of  October  24  last,  that  when  1 dismissed  my  calculators  at  Midsummer,  1106,  I had  been  at 
<£’113  charge  for  their  u t^es  and  accommodations,  and  ^me  expense  in  attending  the  work  at  the 
press;  and  that  on  March  20,  17U1'6,  the  referees  met  mein  London,  and  having  seen  the  obeer> 
vatioDs  made  with  the  mural  arc  (115  sheets)  uflered  to  pay  me  i.‘125  of  my  bill,  pro>idcd  T would 
then  leave  them  in  their  hands : which,  to  secure  some  part  nf  my  cxpciuo^,  I was  forced  to  do,  on 
promise  that  the  press  should  go  on  to  print  them.  It  was  some  months  after  ere  I could  get  the  125; 
and  I dm  apt  to  think,  had  it  not  been  for  Dr.  Arbullmott,  I slunild  never  have  received  it.  I gave 
a receipt  for  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  bill  I had  drawn  up  of  my  charges : hcieliy  you  will  sec  that 
this  money  was  so  far  from  being  a gratuity,  that  it  was  only  ^uu-t  nf  a just  debt,  and  that  there  is 
still  X48  and  above  due  to  me  ou  that  account.  As  fur  trouble  ] gave  them  (the  pluralities  of 
himself)  it  was  none  but  what  Sir  Isaac  Newton  occasioned  by  his  own  extremely  perverse  beha- 
viour; which  some  of  his  referees  could  not  but  take  notice  of  at  that  very  time.  As  to  the  disposal 
of  the  books,  the  representation,  you  tell  me,  says  Ujc  Queen  designed  to  give  them, 

1.  To  public  libraries. 

2.  To  professors  and  eminent  mathematicians  at  home  and  abroad. 

3.  To  the  nobility  who  have  libraries  of  note. 

4.  To  the  Princess  friends,  Mr.  Compton,  Mr.  Clark,  and  their  friends. 

5.  To  the  Referees  and  their  friends. 

^Vhen  these  are  served,  Sir  Isaac  thinks  be  has  made  so  many  fast  friends ; but  at  whose  cost  does 
he  do  it  ? the  pains  were  mine,  the  expense,  the  Princc*i  or  the  public.  Yet  I must  look  upon  it  ss 
a favour  if  he  vouchsafe  to  beg  the  rest  for  me,  when  all  persons  were  furnished  that  would  buy  them : 
this  is  a spitclul  and  maltoious  contrivance ; but  there  is  a worse  still  remains.  Of  the  i^714  I2r. 
disbursed  on  the  edition,  he  accounts  what  he  paid  Halley  and  Machin  for  their  puns  bestowed 
in  it : for  the  catalogue  is  sbsolutely  spoiled,  [and]  the  abstracts  of  my  Observations  are  very 

sorrily  done,  so  that  it  will  be  a shame  to  our  nation  to  have  them  secu  in  any  public  library. 
Whether  Sir  1.  Newton  suffered  these  to  be  done  out  of  n^alice  or  ignorance,  he  ought  to  pay  his 
workmen  and  tools  out  of  his  own  pocket,  aud  not  to  cliarge  his  follies  on  the  public. 

I doubt  whether  you  will  intimate  whst  I have  now  told  you  to  his  Grace  or  no ; but  1 shall  speak 
of  it  upon  all  proper  occasions.  Sir,  i should  be  glad  to  see  you  here,  and  a short  account  of  what 
successes  you  meet  with  will  be  very  welcome  to.  Sir,  your  much  obliged  friend  and  servant, 

John  Fi.am8tbid. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  draught,  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  135.} 


No.  2t)9.)  Extract  of  a Utter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  March  13,  1715-16. 

From  the  year  1675  to  1711,  my  new  tables  of  Saturn  seldom  or  never  err  more  from  the 
heavens  than  three  minutes : but,  since  the  year  1711,  the  motion  in  the  heavens  has  retarded 
gradually;  so  that  last  year,  1715,  February  27,  hb  observed  place  was  14  minutes  slower  than  the 
tables  gave  it  I have  not  yet  calculated  his  places  from  the  tables  for  the  last  observations ; but 
shall  do  it  ere  long.  I hope  my  next  will  bring  you  some  news  that  will  be  more  acceptable  to  you ; 
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tkuufi^h  to  it  will  bring  both  chargt  and  trouble.  The  firat  I do  not  much  value ; and  I bojie 
that  God,  who  hitherto  blessed  me  with  euJBcient  itrcngth  to  bear  my  long  and  difficult  labora,  will 
enable  me  to  gt>  through  with  them. 

[Copied  from  the  originat  letter  in  the  poaaession  of  Mrs  Giles.] 


No.  210.)  ExtracU  of  a letter  froiA  Mr,  Flamrieed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observator)',  March  20,  1115-16. 

God  has  in  some  measure  granted  me  what  I desired.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  had  contrived  to  dispose 
of  the  printed  volumes  of  my  Observations  in  such  manner  that  they  should  have  Iteeii  spread  all 
over  Europe  as  Air  gift  to  libraries  and  ingenious  persons;  with  Dr.  Halley’s  copy  of  my  spoiled 
Catalogue  of  the  fuieU  stars,  and  a malicious  preface  of  Halley’s  that  was  wrote,  without  my  know- 
ledge, to  it;  as  also  his  abstracts  of  the  planetary  observations  taken  with  the  mural  arc,  of  which 
I trusted  a copy  into  his  hands  to  be  printed  March  20,  1701-8.  I was  fully  informed  of  his  intent ; 
and,  therefore,  making  my  application  by  proper  persons,  got  his  Majesty’s  order  to  have  300  copies 
of  them  delivered  unto  me : and  last  night  my  man  brought  them  down  to  the  Observatory ; though 
Mr.  Churchill  was  by  agreement  to  print  but  400.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  sent  three  copies  into 
Italy,  some  say  to  the  Pope ; one  to  the  King  of  France;  one  to  Mons.  Torcy,  and  Dcs  Marets 
each  one ; 10  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Paris ; and  about  40  to  the  Exchequer ; of  which  I am 
told  the  French  Envoy  has  had  11.  So  that  there  it  9 or  10  left  in  the  Exchequer,  and  39  in 
Mr.  Churchill’s  hands,  which  I am  endeavoring  to  get  into  my  own  hands,  that  I may  hinder  any 
more  of  the  false  catalogues  from  going  abroad,  or  his  very  sorry  abstracts,  which  I intend  to  sacrifice 
to  TBUTn,  as  soon  as  1 can  get  leisure  ; saring  some  few  that  I intend  to  bestow  on  you,  and  such 
friends  as  you,  that  are  hearty  lovers  of  truth,  that  you  may  kec]>  them  by  you  as  evidences  of  the 
malice  of  godless  persons,  and  of  the  candor  and  sincerity  of  the  friend  that  writes  to  you,  and 
conveys  them  into  your  hands : for  I will  not  say  I make  you  a present  of  that  which  is  so  odious  of 
itself,  and  will  be  detested  by  every  ingenuous  man.  Pray  let  me  know  in  your  next  how  I may 
send  you  this  precious  ^rccK 

Afler  the  holidays,  the  press  shall  go  on  again,  with  Mr.  Gascoigne’s,  Mr.  Crabtr^'s,  and  my  own 
observations  at  Derby  (God  sparing  me  life  and  health)  and  yours,  and  Mr.  Witty’s  ]>Iaces  of  the 
planets  calculated  from  the  sextant  observatious.  Perhajis  we  may  go  on  with  both  these  parts  at 
once,  for  greater  expedition.  I would  not  therefore,  as  yet,  bind  up  the  true  catalogue  and  observa- 
tions together,  because  I am  preparing  prefaces,  and  something  more,  to  go  along  with  them. 

1 bless  that  good  Providence,  that  never  fails  me,  for  its  assisting  me  at  last.  I commend  you  to 
the  protection  of  the  same,  and  am  always.  Sir,  your  real  and  obliged  friend  and  servant. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  21 1.)  Letter  from  Mr,  Flanuteed  to  Sir  Isaac  AVtcton. 

The  ObBcn’atory,  April  23, 

Sir, 

Pray  return  me  by  the  be&rer  (my  servant,  Joaepth  Crosthwail)  my  4to  MS  of  night>noiei>, 
from  November  1018  to  February  1684,  which  it  aeema  were  not  at  hand  when  you  returned  thoae 
of  the  preceding  and  following  years. 

With  the  same  I desire  you  to  return  also  the  175  MS  sheets  of  obsenations,  made  with  my  mnra! 
arc,  which  were  trusted  into  your  hands,  March  20,  1707*8 ; together  with  so  much  of  my  cataloau^ 
as  was  delivered  into  your  hands,  sealed  up  at  your  own  request,  with  my  arigituU  coj/ies  of  what  is 
printed^  which  have  not  been  yet  returned. 

And  if  with  them  you  seud  me  the  cop|>cr  plates  belonging  to  what  is  printed,  you  will  oblige  me, 
and  prevent  further  trouble  from  Your  humble  servant, 

JooN  Flamsteed. 

My  man  has  your  receipt  for  the  4to  book  of  night  notes,  which,  on  your  delivery  of  the 
book  to  him,  he  will  return,  and  give  you  receipts  for  what  other  things  you  scud  per  him. 

[Extracted  from  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  108.} 


No.  212.)  Extracts  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharj). 

The  Observatory,  May  8,  1716. 

] shall  take  up  with  me  some  copies  of  the  corrupted  Catah^e,  &c.  to  be  stitched  up  for  you  and 
some  friends : and  1 ho|)e,  the  week  after,  to  leave  one  with  the  carrier  for  you,  directed  as  you 
order.  1 committed  them  to  the  6re  about  a fortnight  ago.  If  Sir  I.  Newton  would  be  sensible  of 
it,  I have  done  both  him  and  Dr.  Halley  a very  great  kindness. 

• s*»***»* 

Yesterday  I sent  an  attorney  to  Sir  1.  Newton,  to  demand  an  appearance  for  detaining  one  of  my 
books  of  observations,  with  175  MS  sheets  of  observations  made  with  the  mural  arc;  but  he 
would  not  be  seen.  So  a note  was  left  for  him  by  the  attorney.  You  shall  have  an  account  of  all 
our  proceedings ; I am  not  fond  of  war. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  213.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  June  2,  1716. 

On  Wednesday  last,  in  the  evening,  my  man  delivered  to  Mr.  Hall,  a Bradford  carrier,  my 
Catalogue  of  the  Axed  stars,  as  it  is  corrupted  and  spoiled  by  Dr.  Halley.  All  tbe  faults  arc  marked 
in  it,  with  lines  under  them ; the  stars  that  are  false  placed  are  marked  in  the  maigin.  W'heu  you 
compare  them  with  my  own  catalogue  (whereof  I gave  you  a copy  about  three  years  ago),  you  may 
perhaps  And  more  errors  than  I have  noted.  If  you  do,  pray  keep  a list  of  them,  and  let  me  have  a 
copy  of  it  in  good  time.  With  it,  in  the  aamc  cover,  arc  Imund  up  his  sorry  abstracts  of  the 
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pltneury  observations,  taken  with  my  mural  arc;  wherein  he  nurohert  the  atara  according  to  his 
own  account,  but  no  w* **aya  conformable  to  my  own  catalogue,  lie  is  as  lazy  and  alolhful  as  be  is 
corrupt.  With  my  lunar  observations  he  gives  her  true  places  and  latitudes,  which  are  copied  from 
the  three  laigc  synopses  that  I imparted  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  under  this  exmdition  that  he  should 
not  impart  them  to  anyhodyt  wit/iout  my  leave.  Yet  so  true  to  his  word,  and  so  candid  is  the  Knight, 
that  he  immediately  imparted  it  to  Halley;  who  has  printed  them  as  far  as  they  reach : and  after- 
wards thrust  in  the  moon’s  places  from  the  ephemerides,  or  rather,  I believe,  from  the  margin  of  my 
iKwk  of  observations,  which  is  now  in  his  hands ; for  the  lazy  and  malicious  thief  would  scarce  be  at 
the  pains  tu  gather  them  himself  from  the  almanacs. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possessiun  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  214.)  ExtracU  of  a letter  from  Mr.  A.  Sharp  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Horton,  June  11, 1716. 

Yours,  both  of  the  8th  past,  and  2nd  instant,  received;  but  thought  it  not  proper  to  answer 
either  till  I could  give  you  an  account  of  the  receipt  of  the  books,  which  came  to  band  on  Saturday 
last;  for  which,  return  you  hearty  thanks.  Hereby  am  rendered  more  sensible  of  the  scope  of  their 
design,  which,  undoubtedly  was,  out  of  envy,  to  wrest  the  honor  and  reputation  of  all  your  labors 
from  you,  and  ascribe  it  to  themselves,  as  far  as  with  any  pretence  of  reason  they  can ; and  would 
have  the  world  obliged  entirely  to  them  fur  this  edition  of  your  works;  since,  in  the  preface,  your 
delay  in  publishing  your  works  is  invidioualy  mitrepresented,  and  their  performance  in  forcing  them 
out  of  your  bands  so  extravagantly  magnihed.  And  with  what  an  air  of  ostentation  doth  he  repre> 
sent  his  labor  in  calculating  the  six  constellations  next  the  north  pole ; as  if  all  you  had  done  were 
nothing  comparable  thereto.  Yet  I perceive,  by  the  lines  drawn  through  them,  (having  nut  yet  had 
time  to  e.\aminc  or  compare  them  with  yours,)  that  the  greatest  part  of  them  are  false.  I sliall  be 
in  some  measure  restless  and  in  pain  till  I see  your  I'lWicofibn,  which  I question  not  but  you  will 
do  efTectually ; so  as  all  things  relating  hereto  will  be  set  in  a true  light,  and  the  learned  world 
undeceived,  whom  they  have  attempted  unworthily  to  impose  upon,  had  you  not  seasonably  pre- 
vented it  by  seizing  these  papers.*  I hope,  cre  long,  when  your  genuine  works  are  made  public, 
not  only  all  whom  these  persons  have  endeavored  to  impose  upon  will  he  disabused,  but  themselves 
will  be  expijsed  to  just  censure;  and  the  reputation,  which  they  have  attempted  to  defraud  you  of, 
and  ambitiously  aspired  at  for  themselves,  will  be  turned  to  their  greater  disgrace  and  confusion. 

* In  a *u>Mieqtivnt  letter  (dated  December  1,  1716),  Mr.  Sharp  tays,  The  particular  account  you  are  pleased  to 
give  mr,  nf  the  matter  contained  in  your  preface  is  rxcecdiD^ly  acceptable  : everything  you  raentioo  IwiDg  so 
*'  naoeeaary,  pertineoi.  and  useful,  a*  will  render  is  very  valuable ; and  ocutviiica  the  «n»rld  of  the  real  differeoca  of 

**  your  /ree,  au<l  that  (emp/i/iWreditioa  of  your  catalogue  by  Dr.  IJalley;  wh<»,  iii  hit  prefiioe,  serms  out  so  much 
**  to  aim  at  Ute  public  lietieAt,  as  to  magnify  hit  own  performances,  and  put  a slight  upon,  and  uudervalue  yours. 
*•  But  what  ytiu  propeme  to  write  will  wet  all  matters  in  a true  li^hi ; and  rifectually  (thnu|rh  perhaps  not  directly) 
**  discover  the  impertinency  and  mimnanagemrat  of  those  who,  in  seeking  to  expose  yours,  have  rendered  them* 
**  selves  obnoxious  to  the  greater  disgrace."  There  was  ao  persou  so  aspable  of  judging  of  the  respective  merit  of 
the  two  works,  here  alluded  to,  aa  Mr.  Abraham  Sharp,  who  had  himself  borne  eo  prominent  a part,  not  only  ia 
making  instruments  and  obeerrationt,  but  also  la  computing  the  results,  aod  ID  forming  the  maps : one  who  was, 
io  fact,  cnoversaat  with  every  bmoch  of  practical  astronomy.  F.  B. 
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*Tis  with  satufaction  that  I understand  that  more  of  your  works  are  going  to  the  press. 

Nothing  can  so  effectually  contribute  to  your  rindication,  and  the  preventing  and  wiping  off  all 
their  censures  they  would  upon  you,  as  the  public  appearance  of  your  mm  ari^nat  unciirrvfted 
perfornujjicett  which  if  the  untimely  appearance  of  this  spurious  piece  do  but  hasten,  ’tis  the 
greatest  benefit  that  can  be  expected  from  it. 

The  appearance  of  Providence  on  your  behalf  preventing  the  designs  of  those  who  have 
endeavored  to  prejudice  and  circumvent  you,  gives  good  encouragement  to  hope  that  all  your 
laudable  designs  wUl»  in  due  time,  be  iaaued  to  your  abundant  satisfaction  and  advantage : than 
which,  no  earthly  thing  can  he  more  desirable  and  pleasing  to.  Sir,  your  most  obliged  friend  and 
humble  servant. 

[Copied  from  tlic  orujinal  letter  in  the  Royal  Observatory,  MSS,  vol.  34.] 


No.  215.)  Letter  from  the  Royal  Sociefy  fo  Mr.  Ftamsteed. 

Crane  Court,  Fleet  Street,  June  7, 1716. 

Sir, 

I am  ccnnmaiided  by  the  President,  Council,  and  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society,  to  put  you  in 
mind  that  yon  are  in  arrears  to  them  a copy  of  your  Astronomical  Observ'ations  for  the  year  1714 ; 
and  that  those  of  1715,  ending  with  December  last,  are  now  become  due  to  them:  both  of  which 
they  require  yoo  to  send  them  on  or  before  Midsummer  Day  next,  as  you  are  obliged  to  do  by  her 
late  Majesty’s  orders,  which  constitute  them  perpetual  visitors  of  the  Royal  Observatory,  and  entitle 
them  to  the  copies  they  now  demand.  Your  humble  servant, 

Edm.  Haliet,  R.S.  Sec. 

By  order  of  the  Society. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  MSS,  vol.  35,  page  145.] 


No.  216.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  .1.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  August  25,  1716. 

Kisd  Sir, 

When  1 looked  upon  the  date  of  your  last  letter,  this  morning,  I found,  to  my  great 
surprise,  I had  owed  you  an  answer  now  this  ten  weeks.  1 must  beg  your  pardon  fur  it.  I have 
now  completed  the  70th  year  of  my  age : a little  business  now  lies  heavier  upon  me,  than  a great 
deal  did  formerly.  I have  the  preu  at  work  : they  have  dispatched  me  about  eight  or  nine  sheets. 
My  parsonage-house  in  the  country  U,  part  of  it,  plucked  down  and  rebuilding ; and  I have  had  a 
small  but  beneficial  distemper,  which,  I thank  God,  is  gone  off  pretty  easily,  and  carried  off  my 
small  gout  pains  with  it  But  I find  my  strength  impairs  daily,  so  that  I can  now  walk  but  once 
a day  to  church  on  Sundays.  My  memory  and  reason  continue  still ; so  as  that  I have  but  little 
cause  to  complain,  I bless  God  for  it : for  this  is  the  greatest  comfort  of  life,  and  I doubt  not  of 
its  continuance  to  my  death.  I praise  God  for  this  enjoyment,  and  pray  for  it  daily. 

1 shall  send  you  my  printed  sheets,  when  I have  got  them  all  from  the  press,  and  the  figures 
engraved  for  them. 
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Mr.  Pound  observed  the  fourth  satellite,  on  the  17th  instant : he  promised,  when  I was  with  hint 
on  Wednesday  last,  that  ho  would  send  me  his  observation.  What  he  told  me,  as  near  as  I remember, 
was  Uiis,  that  he  observed  with  a 15-foot  glass,  and  that  the  satellite  was  not  eclipsed  wholly,  but 
deeply  immersed  in  the  |>enumbra : for,  at  IQ**  45',  it  shone  pretty  clear;  at  55',  it  was  very 
small,  as  it  had  been  for  some  minutes  before,  and  continued  for  some  minutes  after;  so  that  he 
could  but  just  see  it : but  at  13^  15'  it  shone  out  very  clear.  1 shall  crave  leave  to  correct  these 
times,  if  I find  hU  letter  differs  from  them. 

Newton  has  put  my  175  sheets  into  Halley's  keeping:  this  is  the  height  of  trick,  ingratitude,  and 
basenesa.  But  I never  expected  any  better  from  him,  since  be  gave  my  catalogue  into  Halley’s 
hands.  1 can  bear  it : God  forgive  all  hia  falseness. 

Yesterday  Mr.  Booth  was  here  to  see  me:  he  gives  you  his  service.  I have  not  time  to  add  more, 
but  that  1 am,  ever.  Sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flamsteed,  M.R. 

P.S.  Mr.  Pound  is  Rector  of  Wanstead,  in  Essex,  seven  or  eight  miles  hence,  N.  by  £. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyinai  letter  io  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  217.)  Extrari  of  a /ef/er  from  Mr.  Flamiieod  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Sept.  29,  1716. 

1 am  busy  now  writing  a preface  to  my  catalogue ; 1 have  filled  48  pages  already,  yet  have  not 
dispatched  above  the  half  of  what  1 have  to  say  on  that  subject ; but  I have  the  whole  in  my  view, 
and  matter  ready  by  me  to  complete  it ; hut  I write  it  in  English,  aud  must  have  it  turned  into  Latin, 
which  will  nN(uire  some  time.  Dr.  Halley  could  dispatch  all  his  scandal  in  eight  pages;  he  is  a 
worthless  fellow,  and  I shall  dispatch  all  my  answer  to  it  in  less  than  so  many  lines.  I hope  you 
have  compared  my  catalogue  with  the  thiefs  transcript,  and  arc  sensible  of  the  difference  of  them. 

1 have  beeu  talking  with  a man,  last  night  and  this  morning,  about  printing  the  tables  I 
last  received;  and  we  think  it  will  be  best  to  print  them  on  the  same  paper  that  the  Catalogue  and 
Observations  are  printed;  and  that  the  title  page  shall  own  you  for  its  author.  But,  because  we 
print  but  60  lines  in  a page,  and  the  breadth  would  be  too  little,  we  think  that  the  tenths  of  seconds 
may  be  omitted,  both  in  the  area  aud  their  differences ; which  being  done,  the  page  will  be  hand- 
somely filled,  and  fit  to  bind  up  with  the  catalogue. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  posseasioD  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  218.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharji. 

The  Observatory,  Nov.  [1716.] 

On  Thursdty  last  my  man  delivered  to  Mr.  Oldswort,  the  carrier,  a packet  directed  to  Mr.  Benjamin 
Bartlet : it  contains  the  printed  places  of  the  planets,  deduced  by  you  and  Mr.  Witty,  from  my 
observations  made  with  the  sextant,  in  6 sheets,  to  be  added  to  that  volume,  as  you  will  find  l^  the 
numbering  of  the  pages ; aud  10  sheets  more  containing  Mr.  Crabtree^s  and  Mr.  Gascoigne's  Obser- 
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vatiunii,  which  were  made  at  Derby.  These  are  to  follow  my  preface  to  that  volume  of  Obacrvatioiis. 
for  which  1 have  the  materials  ready  by  me,  though  I have  not  yet  begun  to  form  them  into  order; 
the  preface  to  my  catalogue  having  taken  up  all  my  time  hitlierto.  1 have  wrote  more  than  60  pages 
of  it:  yet  waut  a many  to  comprehend  all  I have  to  say  on  the  subject  1 have  given  an  account  in 
it  of  Hipparchus,  his  annillary  sphere,  and  their  bigucas;  the  error  of  Ptolemy  in  pretetidiog 
to  correct  them ; of  hia  parallactic  rulers ; of  the  ancient  observations  of  the  Arabs,  and  their 
catalogues,  down  to  Ulugh  Beigh,  with  the  obliquity  of  the  ecbptic  determined  by  tlw;m ; of  Barnard 
Walter,  and  Copernicus,  the  I-andgravc’s,  Tycho’s,  Ricioli’s,  and  Heveliua's,  not  forgetting  J«aus- 
berg’s  by  the  way,  nor  De  Mouton.  1 have  also  showed  how  1 rectified  both  the  sun*a  motions 
without  staling  the  latitude  of  the  Observatory,  refractions,  or  parallaxes.  Thus  far  I have  gone;  1 
liavc  still  the  rectification  of  about  40  principal  fixed  stars,  that  were  the  foundation  for  the  rest,  to 
account  for:  then  (he  method  of  prosthaphercsea  I employed  in  calculating  their  places  iu  longitude 
and  latitude  to  insert,  with  an  account  of  your  tables;  and  then,  afterwards,  a small  tract  of  the 
parallaxes  of  the  fixed  stars,  the  annual  variations  of  the  right  ascctisiou  and  distances  from  the 
pole,  and  a short  description  of  the  catalogue.  Dr.  Halley  has  nothing  of  these,  but  has  wrote 
a preface,  only  filled  with  lies  and  false  suggestions  against  me.  God  forgive  him ; T do.  But  I shall 
surely  let  the  world  know  his  falsehood  and  unfitness,  both  of  him  and  hia  master,  for  such  an  employ- 
ment ; though  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary : fur  (heir  late  actions  in  my  business  have  so  informed 
the  world  of  their  inabilities,  and  they  have  so  far  ruined  their  own  ill-gotten  reputation,  that  I shall 
need  to  say  but  ItUie  in  my  own  vindication. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  |)oaacasian  of  Mrs.  Giles.} 


No.  219.)  Extract  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  Ftamsteed  to  Mr.  A. 

The  Observatory,  Dec.  28, 1716. 

I have  rebuilt  three  quarters  of  my  parsonage-house  at  Burstow,  at  about  ^120  charge : so  that  *tis 
now  the  best  in  Ure  country.  I have  had  occasion  to  send  my  man  frequently  thither;  my 
age  renders  me  feeble,  and  I have  lately  felt  a new  distemper,  a small  swimming  in  my  head,  upon 
any  hasty  licnding  of  my  body,  which  I hope  may  be  curable  when  the  spring  brings  on  warmer 
weather.  At  present  I take  nothing  for  it,  because  it  is  nut  very  troublesome.  But  you  expect  some- 
thing fiom  me  more  than  complaints  of  these  infirmities  that  always  attend  years.  ( praise  God  for 
the  health  I enjoy,  and  pray  that  yours  may  be  continued  many  years. 

(Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.} 


No.  220.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Flanuteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  May  2,  1717. 

When  I read  the  date  of  your  last  letter,  January  31,  1716*17,  it  makes  me  a little  ashamed  of 
myself  for  having  so  long  delayed  an  answer  to  it ; but  i doubt  not  you  will  excuse  me,  when  I have 
told  you  that  I have  set  my  man  to  copy  the  observations  made  with  the  mural  arc  (which 
were  trusted  into  Sir  I.Newton^s  bands  in  175  sheets  of  paper,  to  be  printed,  and  which  be  unjustly 
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has  retained  these  nine  years)  to  be  copied  anew  from  my  first  night*nuies.  He  has  already  tran* 
scribed  100  sheets;  and  I reckon  that,  before  he  has  done,  he  will  hll about  140 sheets;  for  he  writes 
much  closer  than  Mr.  Weston  did,  and  fairer;  so  (hat  I shall  i^ive  you  about  12  years’  observations 
more  than  there  are  in  thf>se  sheets  Sir  1.  Newton  got  into  his  hands  by  trick  and  fraud,  and  detains 
by  violence.  I hasten  to  get  this  copy  finished ; after  which  1 shall  begin  to  print  some  of  the  first 
years,  in  order  to  go  through  with  all.  But  my  infirmities  increase,  and  whether  God  will  spare  me 
life  and  health,  he  only  knows : I will  do  what  I can  that  they  may  be  published  in  my  life-time. 
His  will  is  mine ; for  *tis  best.  I am  heartily  glad  to  find  your  health  continue.  I can  still,  I praise 
God  for  it,  walk  from  my  door  to  the  Blackheath  gate  and  back,  with  a little  resting  at  some  benches 
I have  caused  to  be  set  up  betwixt  them.  But  1 found  myself  so  tired  with  getting  up  the  hill  when 
1 return  from  church,  that  at  last  I have  bought  a sedan,  and  am  carried  thither  in  state  on  Sunday 
mornings,  and  back : I hope  1 may  employ  it  in  the  afternoons,  though  I have  not  hitherto,  by 
reason  of  the  weather  is  too  cold  for  me ; but  you  expect  things  of  another  nature  from  me,  and  I 
shall  afford  them  to  you. 

1 have  caused  my  man  to  observe  Saturn  diligenUy  at  his  last  opposition  to  the  sun : be  had  him 
both  on  the  20th,  21st,  30th,  and  31st  of  March ; and  his  observations  agree  very  well  together.  I 
shall  give  you  his  places  from  those  of  21,  30,  and  31. 


1 1717. 

A.  R. 

N.  P.  D. 

LonfUade. 

LM.  Nortti. 

1 March  21 

196°  18'  0" 

93°  57'  0" 

=2=  16°  32'  24" 

2°  3C  31" 

1 30 

195  40  10 

93  40  55 

15  so  so 

2 46  33 

— 3. 

195  35  40 

93  39  20 

15  46  11 

2 46  37 

Calculating  the  place  of  Saturn  from  my  tables,  which  agreed  tolerably  well  with  his  places  observed 
for  30  years  together,  I find  that  on  March  21,  at  12^  Iff',  his  place  by  them  will  be  ^ Hr48'35": 
)w  that  the  planet  is  16'  II"  slower  in  the  heavens  than  my  numbers  make  him ; the  latitudes,  by 
the  tables,  being  only  40"  bigger  than  it  ought  to  be. 

Two  revolutions  ago,  that  is,  58  years  before  this  observation,  in  the  year  1658,  the  same  tablet 
erred  the  same  way  only  7 minutes;  nine  or  ten  years  ago,  that  is,  1707  and  1708,  they  agreed 
with  the  heavens;  and  59  or  60  years  before,  they  also  agreed  with  the  heavens.  So  tliat  the  motion 
of  Saturn  seems  slower  in  ten  years  now,  betwixt  1707  and  1717,  than  it  was  betwixt  1649  and 
1659  by  ten  minutes;  so  that  ray  hopes  that  there  might  be  a restitution  of  the  inequality  in 
Saturn  and  Jupiter,  after  2 revolutions  of  Saturn  and  5 of  Jupiter,  arc  vanished;  and  the  doctrine 
of  gravitation  and  ita  effects  arc  not  os  yet  so  perfectly  understood  as  we  imagined. 

I shall  cause  my  man  to  observe  Mora  at  his  opposition  to  the  sun,  in  the  latter  end  of  this 
mouth;  how  he  shall  be  found  to  agree  with  my  numbera  you  shall  be  informed,  God  sparing  me 
health. 

I forgot  to  insert  in  its  proper  place  that  we  have  an  ephemcris  published  this  year  (as  there 
was  one  for  the  last,  which  I have  not  seen)  by  one  Mr.  Kingsly,  that  gives  the  place  of  Saturn, 
March  21,  12*  in  ^ 17°  15',  that  U,43  minutes  forwarder  than  he  really  was;  and  his  latitude  but 
2'  26",  full  20  minutes  less  than  it  was. 


Digitized  by  Google 


3^S  jipPESViX  to  F/amiteetTs  Hutory.  [W  221. 

Ftrker’v  ephcroem  makes  the  place  of  it  then  16^  37V»  about  5 minutes  too  slow ; and  his 
latitude  2°  46',  agreeing  well  with  the  observation. 

'Pbe  Duke  of  Marlborough  has  hired  the  house  that  was  the  £arl  of  l>crby’s,  as  I remember, 
when  you  lived  with  me.  He  walks  feebly;  but  his  memory  is  as  good  as  ever;  and  his  servants 
tell  us  he  never  was  touched  in  that  part,  whatever  reports  the  Jacobites  have  spread  to  the  contrail . 
He  sometimes  rides  on  horseback  in  the  park,  or  heath ; sometimes  in  his  coach ; likes  the  air  of  this 
place  so  well  that  he  intends  to  spend  a (Mrt  of  his  summer  here,  and  *tis  hoped  will  recover 
his  strength. 

We  talk  here  ai  paying  o(f,  and  laying  up,  a dozen  ships,  and  of  disbanding  14,000  men ; whence 
you  will  conclude  that  the  King  it  not  much  concerned  for  the  Swede’s  fleet  or  forces. 

Fray  let  me  hear  from  you  sometimes;  you  will  thereby  very  much  oblige  me  I pray  God  keep 
you  in  health,  and  am  ever,  your  afleclionate  friend  and  servant, 

John  Flamstekd,  M.R. 

[Copied  from  the  orifjinai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No,  221.)  Exiraci  of  a /Wb*r  from  Mr.  A.  Shar^  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

Horton,  May  28,  1717. 

Aflcr  so  long  an  interval  of  silence,  your  kind  obliging  letter  of  the  2nd  instant  has  dissipated  my 
fears  and  revived  my  hopes;  since,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  tbe  decays  of  nature  ami 
infirmities  of  age,  your  health  is,  by  divine  goodness,  continued  ; [as  well  as]  capacity  of  acting  and 
inspecting  your  own  affairs,  aud  taking  so  great  care  and  pains  for  retrieving  the  damage  you  have 
sustained  by  the  iraud  and  violence  of  a malicious  envious  person,  who  cannot  l>c  supposed  to  have 
any  other  design  in  detaining  your  manuscripta  so  long  than,  to  his  power,  to  hinder  the  publishing 
thereof;  and  thereby  offering,  both  to  you  and  the  public,  the  greatest  injury  and  injustice  he 
is  capable  of  doing,  without  the  least  pretext  of  advantage  to  himself.  But  it  is  wdth  the  greatest 
satisfaction  that  I understand  that  so  much,  by  your  renewed  care,  is  already  done  towards  the 
rejiairing  your  low : so  that  there  appears  a great  probability  that  this  hioderance  aud  delay,  instead 
of  proving  any  detriment  to  the  public,  will  redound  much  to  its  advantage  in  the  producing  twelve 
years*  observations  more  than  were  included  in  the  former,  now  out  of  your  power.  1 hope  you  will 
see  the  publication  of  all,  and  that  it  pleases  God  still  to  prolong  your  life  and  healUi  in  so  good 
measure  for  this  very  purpose:  that  you  may  sec  the  invidious  designs  of  those,  who  malign 
and  oppose  you,  effectually  bafllcd  and  defeated.  I should  be  heartily  glad  to  hear  that  jotir  preface 
or  introduction  to  your  works  or  catalogue  is  printed;  therein  1 hope  to  see,  though  perhaps  not  a 
designed  and  direct,  yet  a satisfactory  and  effectual  vindication  of  yourself  from  all  tJie  calumnies 
and  aspersions  they  have  cast  upon  you.* 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  Royal  Observatory,  MSS,  vol.  54.] 

* NocmU»UndiDg  ihsM  eareeii  wishes  of  Mr.  Sharp,  repeated  in  various  letters,  tbe  t*mdicaivm  was  not  printed 
with  Flamsteed's  works:  and  it  is  now,  tor  the  first  time,  msde  public.  F*  B. 
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No.  222.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr,  Flanuteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  ObwrvttoTy,  July  2,  17I7-* 

As  for  niy  afTairs,  I thank  God  for  it,  they  go  pretty  well ; my  man  has  prepared  60  sheets  of 
obaervationa,  made  with  the  mural  arc,  for  the  press;  they  will  take  in  all  to  the  end  of  tlte  year 
1694,  that  is,  the  first  5 years:  the  following,  to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  may  make  about  80 
sheets  more.  1 hare  discoursed  with  a phnteri  and  have  proposed  about  them : this  week  1 shall 
talk  with  another ; and  I hope  by  the  next  to  conclude.  I fear  I must  print  it  all  at  my  own  charge ; 
and  I should  go  on  cheerfully  but  that  a late  affair,  I fear,  may  affect  me.  I shall  see  in  a little 
time  how  things  will  go. 

In  the  meantime  I must  tell  you  that  Sir  I.  Newton  atill  keeps  the  175  sheets  of  MS  in  his  hands, 
though  they  can  be  of  no  use  to  him  now.  They  may  be  of  use  to  me  to  collate  with  ray  new  and 
more  ample  copies,  in  which  I have  omitted  a many  observations  that  are  in  the  175  sheets, 
especially  solar,  that  could  be  of  little  use;  and  some  lunar,  wbere  no  convenient  stars  could  be 
observed  that  night,  either  before  or  affer  the  moon.  These  I would  strike  out  in  the  175  sheets,  and 
collate  both  them  and  my  new  copy  with  my  originals  at  once  together ; and  this  I am  the  more 
desirous  to  do,  because  that  first  copy  was  surprised  out  of  my  hands  by  the  Knight,  before  I had 
leisure  to  examine  and  collate  it  as  I designed. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles  ] 


No.  223.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Oct.  4,  1717. 

Two  days  ago  my  man  dellvereil  26  printed  sheets  of  my  olwervations,  made  with  the  mural 
arc,  to  one  of  Mr.  Eastman’s  servants,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Stanfield,  that  it  might  be  packed 
up  with  his  goods  and  sent  you.  I received  the  first  sheet  from  the  press  on  the  1st  of  August  last ; 
so  that  betwixt  that  day  and  last  Wednesday  I have  got  26  sheets  printed  ; so  that  I have  printed 
three  sheets  a week,  one  week  with  another  : whereas  when  Sir  Isaac  Newton  concerned  himself 
w ith  the  edition  of  the  first  volume  of  Observations,  I could  get  but  about  one  sheet  and  a third  n 
w eek,  and  that  very  carelessly  done,  by  hit  encouragement  of  the  printer.  These  three  last  weeks  I 
have  got  six  sheets  a week  : but  1 fear  I shall  not  get  the  like  dispatch  for  the  future,  by  reason  of 
short  days  and  cold  weather  coming  fast  u{H>n  us.  Sir  Isaac  would  never  suffer  the  prrsa  to  work 
off  more  than  one  or  two  a week,  and  still  he  keeps  the  175  sheets  in  his  hands,  on  pur|x)se  to 
hinder  me  now,  as  he  did  then  : but  I trust  in  God  'twill  be  no  more  in  his  power,  It  puts  me  to 
about  .^JOO  charge ; but  that  I value  not  much  ; but  he  thinks  he  has  altogether  hindered  the 
engraving  of  the  ma|».  I hope  not ; if  God  sends  me  health  to  finish  this  printing  work,  I shall 
take  care  for  them  too ; and  he  must  bear  the  blame  of  having  been  the  cause  they  were  not  begun 
12  years  ago,  as  I proposed  in  my  printed  estimate,  whemif  1 think  you  have  a copy  or  two.  This 
you  may  tell  Dr.  Thoresby;  and  you  may  add,  if  you  please,  that  (1  thank  God  for  it)  I enjoy  my 

* Th«  origins]  draught  of  ihb  letter  it  g{<ren  in  Flamsteed's  Letter  book  (MSS.  vuL  S3,  page  HO)  in  the  library 
of  the  Royal  Obierratory.  F.  B. 
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:«0 

heftlih  very  wcU  for  my  vearft;  and  doubt  not  but  through  hit  Motiog,  I may  live  to  convince  the 
world  that  iboae  who  make  the  mo*t  noitc  at  Craiic  Court*  are  worthlett,  idle,  malictout  people, 
and  a dtabonor  to  the  meetcra  there. 

[Copied  from  the  oritjinai  letter  in  the  f>o»Be«&ion  of  Mr*.  Giles.] 


No.  224.)  Eilract  of  a letter  from  3/r.  FlanuiceH  to  Mr.  A.  S^harp. 

The  Obecn'aton',  January  25,  nn-18. 

This  day,  1 hope,  fionlics  five  alphabets,  or  1 15  theete,  of  my  obeervations  made  with  the  mural 
arc.  I would  have  hud  them  home  a fortnight  ago;  but  ice  in  the  river,  and  ill  weather,  hindered 
me  then.  To-morrow  it  will  be  a fortnight  since  1 got  a small  cold,  wliicli  brought  my  old  cruel 
distemper,  (he  stone,  upon  me.  I had  some  sc\'cre  fita  of  sbaT|>  pain  ; but,  taking  the  Spa  waters, 
w ith  other  usual  remedies,  the  distemper  U removed : I thank  God  for  it ; and  not  so  only,  but  my 
strength  is  better ; I can  walk  about  (be  house  without  my  cane,  find  my  be^  clearer,  and  I talk 
much  easier ; the  phlegm,  which  corrupted  my  voice,  being  also  removed.  I hope  to  get  all  the 
printed  sheets  here  by  the  latter  end  of  the  next  week  ; and  within  a fortnight  they  will  he  on 
their  journey  towards  you,  God  s{>anng  me  life  and  health- 

[Copied  from  the  orifjinal  letter  in  the  possession  of  rs.  Giles.] 


No.  225.)  Extract  if  a liHtrr  from  3fr.  Flatmteed  to  Mr,  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  March  1,  18. 

My  Ute  illness  must  excuse  me  for  not  having  sent  you  printed  sheets,  acconling  to  my  promise. 
I had  a second  and  a third  attack  of  the  atone  ; but,  I thank  God,  they  went  olf  upon  using  proper 
remedies,  and  I am  now  pretty  well,  though  not  free  from  (he  apprehensiuna  of  a return.  In  (he 
mean  lime,  the  press  has  gone  on,  though  not  so  well  as  formerly : yet  so  that  I have  now  132 
sheets  complete  in  my  hands,  which  contain  all  the  observations  till  April,  1710;  and  my  man 
reckons  that  seven  or  eight  more  will  reach  to  the  present  time.  I desire  you,  therefore,  bear  with  me 
now  for  three  weeks  or  a month  longer;  and  I shall  send  you  what  1 prumised  you,  and  an  addition 
for  interest.  The  planets’  places,  derived  from  the  observations,  w ill  make  about  1 2 sheets  more. 
A table  for  turning  tlie  revolves  of  Uie  screw  into  degrees,  minutes,  and  seconds,  must  also  be 
inserted,  with  the  subsidiary  tables,  in  which  you  will  be  cnnccnicd : but  I mention  these  at  present, 
only  that  you  may  see  I do  not  forget  you.  As  soon  as  wc  get  the  observations  out  of  the  press  1 
shall  consult  you  about  them. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 

* TIh!  iuliials  C.  C.  only  sn>  iiuertsd  in  the  ortgioal.  And  I uke  this  opportunitf  of  remarking  (whst  <mght 
to  bare  henn  prerlootlr  nxM4(d),  that  the  initiab  «tly  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton’s  and  Dr.  HsUey’s  nsnws  are  frtH|nenc)y 
inserted  In  the  mai)userii>t : t*ut  aa  there  can  tie  no  donht  abont  the  parties  intended  to  be  represented  thereby,  1 
have  not  scrupled  In  all  cases  to  insert  the  names  «t  fmU  F.  B. 
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No.  22G.)  Extract  of  o letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Tbc  Observatory,  April  .5,  1718. 

The  table  for  turning  the  revolve*  of  the  screw  anti  cent*  into  di^ecs,  minute*,  and  secontln,  it 
nnw  in  the  prc«a.  I intern!  to  print  that  for  the  sextant,  to  accompany  the  ol>*crvatiuns  taken  with 
it.  and  the  places  of  the  ]>Uneta  derived  from  the  observation*  taken  with  the  mural  arc,  with  my 
tobaidiary  table*,  which  will  conclude  the  second  volume.  Your  table*  of  Pro«(apherc*cs,  and  for 
finding  the  longitude*  and  latitudes  of  the  star*,  or  planets,  from  their  given  i ight  ascensions  ami 
dUtances  from  the  pole,  will  most  properly  come  in  to  he  a<]ded  to  the  eatable ; the  paper  on 
wliich  His  printed  being  some  little  larger  than  that  whereon  the  last  obaervatious  arc  printed : 
besides,  the  catalogue  itself  being  but  a thin  volume,  they  will  serve  to  render  it  more  agreeable  to 
the  two  preceding,  and  more  acceptable  to  the  ingenious  purchaser.  I would  therefore  desire  you 
to  write  something  of  the  use  of  these  tables,  as  short  as  you  please,  with  examples.  I shall  turn 
what  you  wTtle  into  Latin,  and  print  it  with  them,  if  the  good  God,  who  has  brought  my  labor* 
thus  near  a conclusion,  bottow  life  and  health  upon  me  for  finishing  of  them.  I want  some  clear 
night*  to  get  Saturn  again  obiwrved  in  op|iositinn  to  the  sun,  which  he  i*  now  near.  You  shall  have 
what  the  heaven*  favor  me  with  in  the  next,  God  willing. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter  in  the  ]>o&seBsiou  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


Ko.  227.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  flanuleed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Oliscrvatory,  Sept.  13,  1718. 

Though  I have  used  all  my  endeavors  to  hasten  the  press,  yet  I cannot  get  above  one  sheet  per 
wrark  wrought  off;  and  I have  but  five  sheet*  fiut*hed  by  me:  the  last  concludes  the  Prostaphereses. 
My  man  is  gone  to  London  to  correct  the  sixth  sheet,  or  half  a sheet,  this  day  : they  tell  me  that 
no  printer  in  town  ha*  figure  enough  to  print  a whole  sheet.  So  we  must  drudge  on  till  we  have 
finished  these  table*  slowly  : we  shall  go  on  faster  with  what  remains. 

I have  nothing  to  say  to  whai  Dr.  Hailey  has  done  amongst  the  HyaUe*.  When  they  becume 
coDveuiently  observable,  affer  Christmas,  Joseph  has  a mind  to  examine  his  performance ; and 
then,  probably,  you  may  hear  more  of  them. 

Nor  shall  1 say  anything  about  the  satellites  of  Saturn.  I fear  that  performance  is  a mistake  of 
my  friend ; but  Mr.  Derham  got  a prebendary  of  Windsor,  by  the  pretence  of  using  the  80-fnot 
glass  of  the  Society;  though  »oinc  people  arc  of  opinion  he  neter  sate  through  it;  and  pcrha{>*  Mr. 
Pound  thinks  he  may  make  a like  advantage  by  it.  As  to  liis  performance,  1 have  just  the  same 
opinion  of  it  that  you  have;  but  I love  peace.  He  has  l>ecn  ofren  my  guest;  and  therefore  1 am 
silent. 

I have  voided  another  small  stone  yesterday,  and  without  much  pain.  I am  now  complete  72 
years  of  age,  and  entered  on  my  73rd.  I thank  God  I have  my  hcallti  well,  for  my  years ; and  1 
doubt  not  but  be  will  continue  it,  that  I may  finish  what  1 have  under  my  hands. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nai  letter  in  the  poeaessiou  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  228.)  Extract  of  a leHer  from  Mr.  Ftanutced  to  Mr,  A.  Sharp.* 

The  Ob»ervaton',  Juuc  19, 1719. 

1 am  ver)*  glad  to  hi'ar  that  four  tahlea  arc  in  such  fnrwardnesa.  The  presa  goes  on  with  mf 
catalogue,  in  which  aomc  errors  of  the  edition  in  four  hands  will  be  corrected;  some  few  stars 
added;  and  a catalogue  of  all  that  lie  within  10  degrees  of  the  ecliptic  disposed  according  to  the 
longitude,  for  the  sake  of  the  moon  and  planets'  appulses  to  them.  So  that  Dr.  Halley  will  have 
no  nc<»l  to  excerp  small  catalogues  from  the  great  one. 

[Copied  from  the  criginai  letter  in  the  potseasion  of  Mrs,  Giles.] 


No.  229.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Obeervatory,  Nor.  24,  1719. 

The  last  sheet  of  the  tables  of  latitude  and  declinations  will  go  into  the  press  tu-morrow:  my 
preface  in  a month's  time,  God  sparing  me  life  aiul  health,  though  witli  pains.  And  aAcr  them,  the 
planets' places : these  fill,  at  least,  twclrc  sheets;  how  many  the  like  prolcgnmcnes,  or  prefaces, 
will  fill,  I know  not : for,  I shall  enlarge  on  some  necessary  things,  and  shorten  those  that  arc  less 
needful.  Parker's  Almanac,  for  the  next  year  1720,  is  out,  without  the  planets*  places  in  it  I 
kuow  not  the  reason  ; but  you  know  the  man ; thence  you  may  guess  it 

Dr.  Halley  has  showed  his  new  tables  at  the  Temple  Coffee-house  : but  I am  told,  by  one  that 
dwells  in  London,  they  arc  not  yet  finished,  hfr.  Pound  has  furnished  him  with  my  corrections  of 
Mars  and  Venus.  La  Hire’s  Mercury  is  mure  cormit  tlian  Street’s;  but  Saluni  and  Jupiter  will 
find  work  for  those  that  come  after  us.  1 long  to  see  what  he  does  with  them.  Long  health  and 
happiness  is  ever  wished  by.  Sir,  your  afhxtionatc  friend  and  servant. 

[Copied  from  the  origiruii  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles  ] 


Na  230.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Crosthwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Jan.  2,  1719-20. 

Sm, 

Knowing  that  a very  useful  and  friendly  correspondence  has  for  many  years  been  carried 
on  between  you  and  that  great  and  good  man,  Mr.  Flamsteed,  1 think  it  a duty  incumbent  upon 
me  to  let  Mr.  Sharp  be  timely  informed  of  his  death.  He  was  taken  ill  on  Sunday  last,  about  a 
quarter  past  twelve  at  night,  and  continued  to  vomit  up  everything  he  took  till  Thursday  night ; 
when,  about  38  minutes  past  9,  it  pleased  God  to  take  him.  1 shall  always  lament  the  loss  the 
public  will  have  of  so  valuable  a man. 

Your  tables  arc  all  printed  except  two  pages,  which  shall  be  finUbed  in  a little  time.  If  there 
were  any  papers  of  yours  in  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  hands,  that  you  desire  may  l)c  sent  you,  be  pleased  to 
let  me  know,  and  it  shall  be  done.  In  the  mean  time  I am,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Josaru  Crosthwait. 

P.S.  Please  to  let  me  know  howw  funeral  ring  may  be  sent  you.  J.  C. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  pusaession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 

* Tb«  original  draught  of  tMi  leucr  U preserved  at  (he  Royal  Observatory ; and  is  bound  up  la  USS,  voi.  3J. 
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No.  231.)  letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crotthwait  to  3fr.  Sharp. 

The  Observatory,  Jan.  30,  I'M 9-20. 

Sir, 

I return  my  hearty  thanks  for  yours  of  the  9th  instant,  to  which  1 would  lung  before  now 
have  returned  an  answer,  could  1 have  given  you  an  account  in  what  posture  Mr.  Flamsteed  had  lef^ 
his  affairs ; but,  as  that  was  not  in  my  power  till  now,  I hope  you  will  pardon  my  long  silence. 

He  has  by  will  given  Mrs.  Flamsteed  about  XT  20  per  annum,  in  Exchequer  and  South  Sea  Stock, 
during  her  life : and  this,  after  her  death,  to  be  equally  divi^  between  John  Flamsteed**  children 
and  Mr.  Hodgson’s.  He  has  betides  given  Mrs.  Flamsteed  about  X*50  per  annum,  which  came  by 
her,  to  be  solely  at  her  disposal.  This  is  all  he  baa  disposed  of:  for,  as  to  his  ready  money  (which 
may  amount  to  about  X’SM)),  books,  manuscripts,  and  printed  copies  of  his  works,  be  refers  to  a 
schedule  annexed  to  his  will  j but,  none  being  found,  I presume  this  must  go  between  Mrs.  Flam- 
steed  and  Mrs.  Hod^n,  who  are  executrixes.  This  is  what  made  him  so  uneasy,  the  last  day  of 
his  life;  when,  tliough  he  was  very  scn«blc  (and  to  continue  till  the  last),  yet  his  speech  failed 
him  so  very  much,  that  he  could  not  express  what  he  wanted.  He  often  called  for  me,  and  would 
gladly  have  said  something  to  me,  but  was  not  able,  though  he  could  call  for  me  by  name ; and 
continued  so  to  do  till  the  last  moment.  You  will  see,  by  this,  that  he  has  not  left  me  in  a capacity 
to  serve  him,  notwithstanding  he  has  often  told  me  he  would:  but,  this  I impute  to  his  not  being 
sensible  of  his  near  approach,  till  it  was  too  late : but,  the  love,  honor,  and  esteem  I luive,  and  shall 
always,  for  his  memory  and  everything  that  belongs  to  him,  will  not  permit  me  to  leave  Greenwich 
or  London,  before  I hope  the  three  volumes  arc  finished. 

His  preface  was  never  any  of  it  printed.  What  you  mention  to  have  seen,  must  be  a part  of 
what  Dr.  Halley  wrote  to  his  catalogue ; which  I think  you  have ; for  his  concludes  with  an  account 
of  the  latitude  of  the  Observatory,  and  its  difTcrcncc  of  longitude  from  Pari*.  Mr.  Flamsteed’s 
preface  is  all  wrote  in  English;  but,  as  to  the  alterations,  he  meant  little  more,  except  the  putting 
of  it  into  a different  methud.  For  'tie  now  a general  preface  to  all  the  volumes,  and  was  designed 
to  go  along  with  the  catalogue:  and  he  intended  to  have  separated  it,  and  to  have  put  what  related 
to  every  volume,  with  the  volume  it  belonged  to.  The  planets’  places,  derived  from  the  observa- 
tions made  with  the  mural  arc,  arc  ready  for  the  press ; and  the  observations  are  printed  to  July, 
1717.  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  eftigies  are  not  yet  engraved  ; but  I hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  it  will; 
and  then  you  may  depend  upon  half  a dozen,  with  six  copies  of  your  Tables  of  Declinations : for  f 
have  communicated  to  Mrs.  Flamsteed  what  Mr.  Flamsteed,  to  my  knowledge,  had  always  promised 
you  : and  she  told  me  that  this,  or  anything  else  that  he  intended  for  you,  shall  it^ily  be  complied 
with.  She  is  willing  to  print  your  quadrature,  with  your  tables  of  declination ; I must  therefore 
desire  that  you  please  to  inform  me,  whether  you  would  have  it  printed  in  Latin  or  English,  and 
what  title  you  would  have  before  it  The  constellations  are  all  left  undone,  except  the  map  nf 
Orion;  but  if  proper  help  could  be  easily  obtained,  I doubt  not  but  a way  might  be  found  out  to 
finish  iliem  likewise.  The  maps  must  all  lie  drawn  again ; and  the  stars  laid  down  upon  them  from 
the  new  catalogue:  but  bow  this  can  be  done  I know  not;  for  it  will  take  up  my  whole  time  to 
attend,  transcribe  for,  and  correct  the  press.  A further  account  of  these  affairs,  and  whatever 
pit^esa  is  made  therein,  shall,  with  your  leave,  from  time  to  time  be  communicated  to  you,  by. 

Sir,  your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Crosthwait. 
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[No.  233. 


I hope,  as  often  as  you  think  I can  serve  you  in  Uiis  or  any  other  aflatr,  you  will  please  to  favor 
me  with  your  commands,  without  being  solicitous  about  postage;  for  that  shall  always  be  defrayed 
with  the  greatest  alacrity  ; and  do  assure  you,  if  mine  arc  not  troublesome  to  you,  yours  ncTer  will 
l)c  to  J.  Crostiiwait. 

P.S.  Dr.  Halley  succeeds  Mr.  Flamsteed  here;  and  Mr.  Pound  at  Bursiow.  'Tis  surprising  to 
me  that  a pcison,  so  notoriously  disalfcctcd  to  the  |)rcscnt  Government,  should  6nd  encouragement 
at  this  time. 

* [Copied  from  the  otiginoi  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  232.)  Extract  of  a leHer  from  Mr.  J,  Crotthu'ait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

London,  March  15,  1719-20. 

Yours  of  the  9th  ultimo  received ; and  hojie  you  will  pardon  my  long  silence,  which  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  trouble  we  have  met  with  from  Dr.  Halley,  who  has  been  pcqx^tually  calling  upon 
Mrs.  Flamsteed  to  remove.  He  gave  us  but  a few  days*  time  to  do  it  in;  which  occasioned  such 
coufusiuu  amongst  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  papera,  that  I could  not  find  a perfect  copy  of  the  last  impres- 
sion of  his  catalogue,  which,  I presume,  you  have  not  yet  seen.  I left  the  Observatory  the  7th 
mstant;  and  he  at  the  same  time  tiH»k  possession.  Since  the  receipt  of  youra,  we  have  removed  all 
the  instruments  mentioned  in  your  letter;  but  the  Office  of  Ordnance  demand  the  sextant  and  the 
two  clocks,  laraides  several  hooks ; and  insist  tiiai  Sir  Jonas  gave  them  to  the  home^  and  not  to  the 
person:  so  the  executrixes  must  either  give  them  up,  or  go  to  law  with  the  Crown.  Mrs.  Flamsteed 
gives  you  her  hearty  thanks  for  the  account  you  have  so  generously,  of  your  own  accord,  given 
about  the  instnimcnts.  What  you  mention  about  the  sextant  is  what  Mr.  Flamsteed  has  left  under 
his  hand  in  writing:  but  this,  I am  afraid,  will  not  be  sufficient,  considering  they  have  the  Crown 
to  dispute  with. 

[Copied  from  the  ori<^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mr*.  Giles.] 


No.  *233  ) Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Croilhwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Grcent^ich,  May  6,  1720. 

Your  tables  of  right  ascension  and  declination  have  been  of  great  use  in  rectifying  the  variations ; 
for  tlie  i)er8on  who  transcribed  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  tables  of  variations  had  committed  a mistake, 
which  runs  through  the  whole  catalogue.  Most  of  the  stars,  in  the  constellations  near  the  poles 
of  the  ecliptic  and  equator,  were  calculated  by  Mr.  Flamstcctl,  and  which  I am  apt  to  believe 
Dr.  Halley  had,  along  with  the  catah^ie,  formerly  put  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  What 
you  mention  to  have  done,  in  some  of  the  circumpolar  star*,  in  order  to  perpetuate  their  rectifica- 
tion, would  be  a vast  labor  to  perform  in  so  great  a number;  and  i*  what  I despair  of  ever  seeing 
brought  to  perfection,  cxcejit  uudertaken  by  youraelf.  If  you  please  to  compare  the  last  impression 
of  the  catalogue  with  the  first,  you  will  hud  in  the  zodiac,  1 believe,  about  60  stars*  places  that 
have  been  re-calculated ; besides  some  added,  and  some  left  out,  where  wc  found  the  same  star* 
repeated  in  two  dilferent  constellations.  I should  be  glad  if  you  would  please  to  let  me  know. 
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before  I send  your  tables  of  declination,  whether  you  have  ever  had  wliat  Mr.  Flamsteed  entitles 
Appendix  Tabutarum^  &c. 

Being  in  London  on  Friday  last,  I met  with  Mr.  Pound,  who  invited  me  to  Wanstead  with  hiui, 
to  make  an  observation  with  his  long  glass ; but  the  only  inducement  that  made  me  accept  of  bis 
cifler,  was  the  hopes  of  seeing  the  five  satellites  of  Saturn,  or  at  least  some  of  them.  But  when  I 
came  there,  he  told  me  the  night  was  too  light  to  see  any  of  them  : however,  he  showed  me  Jupiter, 
which  I could  perceive  very  distinctly ; so  that  I believe  the  glass  is  good : but  tbeu  the  motion  of 
the  air,  the  shaking  of  the  pole,  &c.,  renders  it  very  diihcuU  to  trace  the  object,  and  makes  me 
conclude  (hat  not  many  good  observations  can  be  made  with  a glass  of  123  feet  long  tu  the  open  air. 
However,  it  has,  in  aoiiie  measure,  answered  his  designs,  it  having  been  the  only  means  by  which  he 
and  his  kinsman  have  obtained  two  good  livings.  He  also  showed  me  Dr.  Halley’s  lunar  tables  (nut 
yet  published);  but  I cannot  find  they  will  give  the  muon’s  place  so  near  the  observed  as 
Mr.  Flamsteed's.  He  has  left  out  two  or  three  small  equatiuus,  as  Mr.  Flamsteed  has  done,  and 
altered  the  precepts  a little  for  the  easier  (as  he  says)  obtaining  her  place.  But  this  is  purely  to 
evade  an  Act  of  Parliament,  because  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  arc  entered  in  the  Hall  Book  of  the  Company 
of  Stationers.  Dr.  Halley  has  not  yet  got  into  the  Observatory.  Sir  I.  Newton  ia  going  to  print 
another  edition  of  his  PrinetpiOi  being  displeased  with  the  last;  and  pretends  to  nrakc  several  alter- 
atioiiB  and  emendations. 

Mrs.  Flamsleetl  is  resolved  to  have  all  the  maps  of  the  constellations  of  the  zodiac  engraved  and 
drawn  according  to  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  design;  but  these  might  to  be  ready  against  the  time  the 
printing  is  finished.  But  it  will  be  iinpoesible  fur  me  to  draw  the  charts,  and  lay  down  the  stars, 
besides  transcribing  the  preface,  attending  the  press,  &c.,  without  some  attention ; and  we  can 
depend  upon  but  very  little  from  Mr.  Hodgson 

Mrs.  Flamsteed  would  be  very  glad,  and  much  obliged,  if  you  would  undertake  this  part  of  the 
work,  and  will  allow  you  any  recompense  that  you  please  to  demand  for  your  trouble. 

[Copied  from  the  ffriffinai  letter  in  the  pnsseasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  2.34.)  £eUrr/rom  Afr.  J.  Crostinc<ut  to  Mr.  A.  SAarp. 

Greenwich,  May  18,  1720. 
SiK, 

For  yours  of  the  10th  instant  I (stem  myself  exceedingly  obliged,  and  return  you  my  most 
hearty  thanks.  I believe  you  conjecture  right  about  Dr.  Halley ; for  some  of  hit  greatest  admirers 
(that  I liave  met  with)  cannot  help  saying  that  he  will  make  a sinecure  of  it.  I think  what  I hcar^i 
him  give  for  a reason  some  years  ago,  viz.  that  no  person  ought  to  enjoy  that  place  after  he  was  CO 
years  of  age,  may  now  very  justly  he  returned  upon  him,  who  is  almost  (>4  complete. 

Mr.  Pound  uses  no  tube  to  his  long  glass;  the  object  glass  is  fixed  in  a tin  tube  of  about 
18  inches  long,  upon  one  side  of  which,  near  the  end,  (here  ia  a piece  of  wire  fixed,  and  to  it  a small 
cord  is  fastened,  which  (of  123  feet  long)  reaches  to  another  tin  tube  of  about  12  inches  long,  which 
contains  the  eye-glass,  with  a wire  upon  it  as  the  other.  I should  have  informed  you  that  there  is  a 
moulding  fitted  to  one  side  of  the  pole;  and  the  tin  tube,  which  contains  the  object-glass,  » fitted  to 
a pi(HM:  of  wood  which  has  another  moulding  agreeable  to  this.  But  the  object  glass  is  so  fitted  that 
it  turns  round  to  the  object  by  holding  the  eye-gloss  in  your  hand,  and  stretching  the  above-men- 
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tioued  coni  very  tight.  But  I observe  the  weather  lengtheon  or  shortens  the  cord  considerably ; and 
he  himself  could  not  help  owning  that  this  alone  rendered  the  finding  of  an  object  very  di£Bcull. 
Bit!  'tit  still  more  difficult  to  keep  the  object  in  the  glass,  when  you  have  found  it:  for,  by  moving 
to  aitd  fro  upon  uneven  ground,  you  frequently  lose  the  object,  being  obliged  to  move  and  direct  the 
eyc'glasi  aith  one  hand,  and  a rest  to  lean  upon  with  the  other  The  object^glosa  is  drawn  up 
and  down  the  pole  with  a pulley. 

Mr.  Flamsteed  was  entirely  of  your  opinion  with  respect  to  the  satellites  of  Saturn;  and  for  these 
two  or  three  years  past  had  no  great  value  for  Mr.  Pound.  For  be  frequently  aaid,  what  he 
preteuded  to  do  with  the  long  glass  was  to  amuse  the  world  in  order  to  get  preferment  fay  it,  as  Mr. 
Derliam  had  done ; who  1 believe  never  saw  an  object  through  it,  because  he  has  given  it  under  his 
hand  to  the  Royal  Society  that  it  is  126  feet  long.  I am  heartily  concerned  for  the  weaknesa  of  your 
eyes,  which  is  an  irreparable  loss  to  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  designs,  in  drawing  the  lines  and  divisions  upon 
the  maps ; for  if  your  sight  will  not  permit  you  to  undertake  this,  I shall  despair  of  ever  seeing  the 
stars'  places  correctly  Isid  down.  Mr.  Ab.  Hyley,  from  whom  we  should  have  had  much  assistance, 
died  about  sU  days  before  Mr.  Flamsteed;  so  that  there  ia  not  one  person  left  in  this  town  capable 
of  reading  a proof  sheet  of  Mr.  Flamsteed's  works.  I have  been  constrained,  ever  since,  to  make 
shift  with  a schoobboy  of  eleven  years  old,  which  makes  the  work  very  uneasy  to  me;  and  had  it 
not  been  fur  the  love  and  honor  1 bear  to  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  memory  (knowing  how  many  potent 
enemies  he  has  leR  behind,  and  how  few  friends  capable  of  serving  him  in  these  affaire),  I 
had  before  thia  dme  left  Greenwich,  and  should  have  had  a due  regard  to  my  own  future  support ; 
but  this  I have  refused  upon  his  account.  \Miat  succesa  I may  meet  with  after  these  affaire  arc 
finished,  I know  not;  but  if  nothing  happens,  I shall  then  retire  into  the  North  and  there  end  my 
days.  After  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  death,  the  storekeeper  of  his  Majesty’s  office  of  Ordnance  Stores  at 
Portsmouth  (the  only  friend  I have  left  in  the  world),  offered  me  a clerk's  place  with  him.  If  you 
will  imdertake  to  draw  the  lines  and  divisions,  and  set  off  the  stare,  (he  effigies  can  be  drawn  here 
by  some  good  hand  afterwards,  versed  in  drawing  animal  and  human  ahapes ; and  if  you  please,  the 
instruments  you  made  Mr.  Flamsteed  fur  drawing  the  lines,  with  one  of  the  maps  and  the  scale  fur 
setting  off  the  stars,  shall  be  sent  you  next  week  by  the  Bradford  carrier,  directed  to  Mr.  Benjamin 
Bartlett,  by,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

JosEPn  Cbostbwait. 

Mrs.  Flamsteed  is  very  willing  that  hemispheres  should  be  drawn  of  all  the  constellations  as  you 
propose ; and  leaves  it  to  you  to  rectify  the  right  ascensions  and  declinations  to  what  year  you  please. 
But  she  would  not  have  them  published  till  the  books  arc  ready.  J.  C. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mra.  Giles.] 


No.  235.)  iMler  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  June  4,  1720. 

Sift, 

Youre  of  the  20th  of  May  brought  the  most  acceptable  news  of  your  kind  offer  to  lay  down 
the  stars,  and  draw  the  lines  and  divnsiuns  of  all  the  maps  of  the  constellations  of  the  zodiac.  When 
the  world  shall  know  that  these  were  done  by  the  bands  of  Mr.  Sharp,  it  will  make  Mr.  Flamsteed's 
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works  more  valuable,  ■«  well  as  moreusefiil.  I sent  forward,  the  3rr1,  by  Mr.  F.  Poull  ( for  so  he  spells 
his  name),  the  carrier,  a box  directed  for  Mr.  Bartlett,  as  usual,  in  which  you  will  find  18  sheets  of 
Urge  imperial  paper,  together  with  the  instruments,  scales,  &c.,  which  Mr.  Flamsteed  made  use  of 
when  he  laid  off  the  stars,  drew  the  Hues,  &c.,  though  |>erhape  tirese  may  not  be  of  much  use  to  you ; 
if  not,  they  may  be  easily  scut  buck  with  the  maps. 

] have  likewise  sent  you  three  maps  of  the  constellations  of  Virgo,  Sagittarius,  and  Aquarius, 
which  were  drawn  according  to  Mr.  FIamste»l*s  first  design;  us  also  the  same  three  maps,  drawn  as 
he  intended  to  have  had  them  published,  which  is  aAer  his  last  design.  By  which  you  will  easily 
perceive  that  he  has  taken  in  more  than  he  hus  in  the  other  three ; and  that  with  a view  purely  to 
embellish  and  set  off  this  part  of  the  work  (could  he  have  hud  due  encouragement)  to  the  greater 
advantage.  But  notwithstanding  he  met  with  imnc,  but  from  his  own  private  fortune,  yet  I am  sure, 
had  it  pleased  God  to  have  sjrared  his  life,  he  would  have  found  means  to  have  drawn  not  only  the 
Eodiac,  but  all  the  other  cunsicllalious,  after  the  munner  of  the  last  three  aforc>mcntioned.  To  draw 
them  so  large  will  advance  the  price  of  the  engraving  each  plate  to  ten  pounda,  besides  printing  and 
paper.  However,  Mrs.  Flamsteed  is  resolved,  cost  what  it  will,  to  have  them  all  engraved  according 
to  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  last  design ; she  therefore  requests  the  favor  that  you  will  please  to  draw  them 
after  the  three  last>mcuthmed  maps.  These  three  are  all  he  hud  done  of  the  zodiac  of  this  size ; but 
if  the  other  nine,  of  the  same  size  witli  the  three  first  mentioned,  will  be  of  any  use,  they  shall  be 
sent  you  upon  the  drat  notice.  You  will  find,  pinned  to  the  inside  of  the  uppermost  map,  a small 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  are  engraved  the  magnitudes  of  the  stura  according  to  Mr.  Flamsteed's 
order.  I have  sent  six  sets  of  each  sheet  of  your  tables  of  declination  ; the  printed  sheets  at  present 
are  in  so  much  confusion  upon  our  removing  hither,  that  1 cannot  come  at  those  sheets  which  have 
not  yet  been  sent  you ; but  as  soon  as  ever  I have  time  to  put  them  in  proper  order,  I shall  take  care 
to  send  you  the  AppemJiir  Ta6uJarumf  &c.  All  the  sheets  hereafter  shall  be  sent  you  as  soon  as 
printed. 

I have  not  yet  got  all  the  preface  transcribed,  for  *Us  very  long ; but  as  soon  as  I have,  a skilful 
person  will  be  employed  to  translate  it;  and  wliilst  this  is  doing,  I shall  set  about  transcribing  and 
printing  the  catalogues  of  Ptolemy,  Tycho,  llcvcliua,  &c.,  in  a pro|)er  order,  according  to  Mr.  Flam^ 
steed’s  design.  I am,  with  hearty  prayers  that  your  invaluable  life  may  l>e  long  continued,  Sir,  your 
most  obliged  humble  servant, 

Josxra  Crosthwait- 

Please,  as  soon  as  you  have  finished  two  or  three  of  the  constellations,  to  send  them ; and  that  no 
time  may  be  lost,  a proper  person  sliall  immediately  be  employed  (as  for  my  part  1 never  had  any 
genius  that  way)  to  draw  the  images. 

Mrs.  Flamsteed  would  have  paid  the  carriage  for  the  box,  but  was  afraid  the  same  care  would  not 
be  taken  if  she  did.  She  will  take  care,  however,  by  some  way  or  other,  to  defray  all  the  expense 
you  shall  at  any  time  be  ut  upon  her  account.  J.  C. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyinai  letter  in  the  poeseaaion  of  Mrs.  Gilea.] 
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No.  236.)  Extracts  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crostlrwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  July  16,  1120. 

At  my  return  from  HolUnd  I received  yours  of  the  14th  of  last  mouth,  snd  am  sorry  to  find 
thereby  that  the  thin^  I sent  are  like  to  be  of  so  little  uk  ; but  you  are  at  full  liberty  to  alter  and 
correct  anything  that  has  been  sent.  Who  made  the  scale  I know  not ; none  of  the  maps  were 
drawn  aiuce  1 lived  with  Mr.  Flamsteed  : but  by  one  I found  the  other  day,  drawn  u])on  pasteboard, 
it  seems  to  have  been  dune  by  Mr.  Hodgson.  The  two  maps  were  tom  before  they  came  from 
Greenwich,  and  I should  have  pasted  tliem  to  have  preserved  the  hgures,  had  I not  thoi^ht  that  the 
stars*  places  were  nut  laid  down  according  to  the  printed  catalogue  you  now  have;  and  many  faults 
have  been  discovered  since  the  time  that  they  were  drawn.  Besides,  I am  afraid  that  due  care  has 
not  beeu  taken  in  drawing  the  lines  and  divisions : and  if  the  catalogue  had  been  the  same,  I should 
not  have  depended  upon  the  persons  that  drew  the  maps  and  laid  down  the  stars : they  were  always 
too  negligent  to  be  trusted  in  doings  of  this  kind.  Of  this  Mr.  Flamsteed  was  sufficiently  convinced  ; 
for  which  reason,  had  he  lived,  he  would  have  had  them  all  drawn  anew. 

Dr.  Halley  has  borrowed  a quadrant  of  the  Royal  Society ; but  ’tis  so  ill  made  that  he  cannot 
use  it.  He  would  now  quit  his  claim  to  (he  two  clocks,  and  everything  else,  if  Mrs.  Flamsteed 
would  part  from  the  sextant  She  hopes,  if  he,  or  any  other  person  should  write  to  you  for  an 
account  of  what  you  know  of  the  instruments,  as  she  has  some  reason  to  believe  lliey  will,  that  you 
be  pleased  not  to  satisfy  them. 

[Copied  from  the  origituU  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  231.)  Letter  from  Mrs.  Fiamsteed  to  3ir.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Aug.  15,  1720. 

Sir, 

Had  I not  been  under  the  greatest  grief  possible,  for  the  death  of  Mr.  Flamsteed,  which 
made  me  incapable  of  almost  every  thing,  I had  sooner  acknowledged  the  great  obligation  I am 
under  to  you,  for  undertaking  so  laborious  a work  as  drawir^  the  lines,  divisions,  and  laying  down 
the  stars. 

If  your  friendship  to  poor  Mr.  Flamsteed  during  his  life,  and  regard  to  his  memory  now  dead,  had 
not  prevailed  with  you  to  undertake  so  troublesome  a work,  I know  not  what  I should  have  done  as 
to  that  part  of  it ; fur  which  no  other  person’s  judgment,  nor  no  hand,  was  so  qualified  : because 
you  exceed  all  others,  as  much  in  fidelity  as  you  do  in  accuracy. 

1 must  add,  that  as  this  is  the  greatest  instance  possible  of  your  friendship  to  Mr.  Flamsteed,  I 
am  sorry  to  say  I can  cmly  give  you  my  most  hearty  thanks  fur  it : for,  it  is  as  much  above  luy  making 
a proper  return,  as  it  is  beyond  what  I could  have  hoped  for.  I design  to  put  those  six  conslclla* 
tiona  you  sent,  into  the  hands  of  a person  to  draw  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  preface  is  sent  to  a learned  gentleman  to  translate  into  Latin  : the  rest  Mr.  Crosthwait  goes 
on  with,  as  fast  as  he  can ; and  I believe  will  keep  pace  with  the  printer,  and  engravers,  and  others 
concerned. 

I am.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  gratitude,  your  most  bumble  servant, 

Margaret  Flambtrio. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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Extracts  of  a ietter  from  Mr,  J.  C^osthu'ait  to  Mr.  A.  Sfuprp. 

Greenwich  Aujr.  20,  1720. 

Yours  of  the  2ud  instaut  received,  and  am  rcaltv  surprised  to  find  Uierehy  that  you  have  been  able 
(nolw’itliBtamling  your  advanced  age)  to  perform  so  laborious  a work  in  so  short  a time.  *TU  what 
could  uot  have  been  expected  from  any  other  hand.  T am  heartily  sorry  to  find  there  arc  so  many 
repetitions  of  the  same  stars  in  different  constellations ; and,  what  is  still  worse,  that  they  commonly 
differ  so  much  as  one  minute.  Had  they  agreed,  it  would  have  added  to  the  reputation  of 
Mr.  Flamsteed’s  works,  and  been  a good  proof  of  the  accuracy  of  hit  observations  and  calcu- 
lations. How  this  could  happen,  1 know  not,  but  am  sure  the  fault  was  uot  in  the  instniment; 
for  though  it  was  a little  out  of  the  plane  of  the  meridian,  when  the  constellations  of  the 
zodiac  were  observed,  yet  if  due  care  were  taken  in  counting  the  clock,  and  numbering  the 
distanres  from  the  vertex  u|x>n  the  limb,  and  these  corrected  by  making  proper  allowances 
for  the  errors  occasioned  therrhy,  and  the  sinking  of  the  wall,  all  things  would  agree  as 
well  as  when  the  instrument  was  first  made  use  of.  This  I have  often  experienced  by  many 
observations  of  the  same  stars ; therefore  these  differences  must  be  owing  to  the  negligence 
of  those  Mr.  Flamsteed  intrusted  to  make  observations,  when  he  could  not  attend  himself.  I must 
entreat  the  favor  that  you  will  please  to  give  roe  an  account  of  what  rc|tetitions  you  have  met  with, 
that  the  stars  may  be  yet  expunged  (if  possible)  out  of  one  of  the  cnnetcllatiuns : though  I think 
when  any  stars  appear  in  the  zodiac  and  in  other  constellations,  those  in  the  f/rm^r  mat/  be  best 
reiied  upon.  It  will  be  much  belter  to  have  fewer  stars  in  the  catalogue  than  to  put  in  more  than 
can  be  found  in  the  heavens.  To  <h)  this,  as  you  justly  observe,  woiihl  give  I)r.  Halley  sufficient 
ground  for  detraction  ; for,  to  find  fault*  in  his  pre<locessor’s  works  is  what  he  was  chiefly  recom- 
mended to  the  Observatory  for;  and  this  |ULrt  he  will  perform  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and 
aatisfuctiou. 

• •••••• 

Dr.  Halley  has  not  yet  got  any  instruments,  besides  the  quadrant  I formerly  mentioned  ; and  I 
am  now  in  more  h(»pcs  than  ever  that  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  the  sextant  fmm  Mrs.  Flamsteed  ; 
for,  notwithstanding  she  has  long  been  threatcnc<l  with  a law-suit,  there  is  not  any  as  yet  com- 
menced against  her,  neither  do  1 think  there  ever  will. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  239.)  Isetter  from  Mr.  J.  Croxtkwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp, 

Greenwich,  October  8,  1720. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  30th  of  August,  and  20lh  of  Septemlier,  are  both  come  safe  to  hand,  and  also 
the  six  last  maps ; for  which,  and  the  former,  I return  you  my  most  hearty  thanks,  and  do  assure 
you  that  Mn.  Flamsteed  will,  in  a little  time,  endeavor  to  make  you  some  amends  for  the  great 
care  and  pains  you  have  taken  in  laying  down  the  stars,  &c. ; but  *tU  such  an  instance  of  your 
esteem  and  friendship  for  Mr.  Flamsteed,  that  it  will  be  im{»os«ibIe  to  make  an  adequate  return.  1 
am  very  much  obliged  for  the  table,  you  sent,  of  tlic  stars  repeated  in  the  catalogue;  and  sliall,  in 
order  to  rectify  this  mistake,  reprint  the  pages  in  which  they  arc  found ; for  I know  of  no  other 
way  to  do  it  effectually.  Thia  will  occasion  some  expense;  but  Mrs.  Flamsteed  is  a woman  of  so 
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Ipiod  a spiriti  and  has  Mr.  Flamsteed's  reputaiiun  so  much  at  heart,  that  she  ^ulgcs  no  expense 
upon  that  account ; and  I am  sure  there  is  nothing  in  my  ]k>wct  shall  be  wanting  to  preserve  the 
same,  and  to  dieappomt  Dr.  lialley  fruin  making  those  little  advantages  to  himself  which  I know  he 
proposes.  What  you  mention,  in  your  last,  about  Halley's  catalogue,  is  very  true  ;*  but  he  now 
lays  the  blame  upon  Hevelius*s  catalogue,  and  says  it  was  owing  to  the  errors  of  his  stars’  places 
that  his  catalogue  was  faulty;  and  that  he  intends,  ere  long,  to  correct  it  hy  Mr.  Flamsteed’s. 

[ am  now  preparing  for  the  press  the  catalogues  of  Ptolemy,  Ulugh  Beigh,  Tycho  Hmh*^,  the 
Landgrave  of  Hesse,  Hevciius,  and  a small  one  made  by  the  French.  I hope  to  set  the  ])rintcr 
about  these  very  speedily ; and,  whilst  the»e  arc  printing,  shall  proceed  with  the  designers  and 
engravers  with  all  possible  expedition.  Senex  is  so  much  a UmiI  of  J)r.  Halley's,  and  alTrouted 
Mr.  Flamsteed  so  much  in  his  life«time,  by  engraving  the  Zodiaev*  Stetlatus^  and  putting  his  own 
name  to  it,  in  order  to  screen  l)r.  Halley  from  the  law,  that  I am  afraid  lie  is  not  to  be  trusted. 
Besides,  he  it  reputed  the  very  worst  engraver  in  London ; and  is  never  reckoned  amongst  the 
periKtus  famous  in  that  way.  We  are  much  perplexed  about  a person  fit  to  translate  the  preface  ; 
having  employed  several,  and  can  find  none  that  do  it  as  it  ought  to  be,  for  w*unt  of  understanding 
the  Bcicncc;  so  that  but  very  little  progress  is  made  iu  it,  being  obliged  to  let  it  pass  through  two 
diffenut  hands,  to  cmrect  and  amend  the  faults  committed  by  the  translator.  I have  lately  been 
looking  over  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  pa^iers,  to  sec  if  I could  hud  wliethcr  the  variations  of  the  northern 
cunstrllations  (near  the  poles  of  the  ecliptic  and  equator)  were  calculated;  or  whether  they  were 
made  from  liis  tables  of  variations,  which  I am  afraid  they  were  (though  he  told  me  they  had  been 
done  hy  calculation),  because  1 cannot  find  them  in  any  of  his  books  of  calculatiuns.  AU  the  rest 
I rectihe<l  by  your  tables;  but  where  the  dilTerences  are  very. great,  Uiey  ought  to  have  been  calcu- 
lated. The  Office  of  Ordnance,  1 believe,  rather  than  go  to  law,  are  willing  to  quit  all  claim  to  the 
clocks,  Ac.,  and  to  allow  Mrs.  Flamsteed  something  for  the  sextant,  in  order  U)  put  a stop  to  the 
noise  he  [Dr.  Halley]  makes,  that  he  can  do  nothing  fur  want  of  this  instrument,  and  thereby  to  get 
rid  of  him;  for  I am  confident  he  has  no  friends  amongst  them  at  this  time.  A further  account 
of  this,  and  whatever  ia  done  further  in  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  affairs,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  com- 
inuuicated  to  you,  by  Sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

JOSRPH  CaObTHWAlT. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  iii  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 

Na  240.)  Extract  of  a ieiter  from  Mr.  J,  CrostHxcait  to  Mr.  A,  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Nov.  19,  1120. 

As  to  drawing  the  images  [of  the  constellations]  1 am  confident  they  will  be  well  done ; and  to 
this  1 am  sure  you  will  consent,  when  i tell  you  that  (he  famous  Sir  Janies  Thornhill  has  undertaken 
this  part;  purely  out  of  gratitude  fur  favurs  formerly  received  from  Mr.  Flamsteed.  The  preface  is 
now  trauslating  by  a gentleman  who  lives  in  Lemdon ; but  1 have  at  last  persuaded  him  to  come 
down  and  be  at  Mrs.  Flamsteed’s  whilst  be  is  about  it : which  I think  is  the  most  efieetual  way  tu 
have  it  well  done.  Because  here  be  may  have  such  helps  from  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  books  as  he  could 
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not  otherwise  be  fumi&bed  with;  and  by  this  means  we  arc  sure  to  prevent  ihe  sheets  bdu^ 
handed  about  before  they  are  made  public.  What  I told  you  in  my  last,  concerning  Dr.  Halley's 
catalogue,  1 had  from  Mr.  Pound. 

[Copied  from  the  ari^nai  letter  in  the  possesaton  of  ^^ra.  Giles.] 


No.  241.)  Extract  of  a Mter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwail  to  *Wr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Dec.  10,  n20. 

Since  my  Last,  Mra  Flamsteed  has  had  some  offer  made  her  in  favor  of  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  works, 
but  particularly  about  engraving  all  the  maps  (necessary)  of  the  constellations  in  Mr.  Flamsteed’s 
catalogue  : but  as  they  propose  this  to  be  done  in  about  a year’s  lime,  I am  afraid  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  comply  with  this  favor,  except  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  draw  at  your  leisure  the  rest  of  the 
charts  of  the  constellations.  Without  you  undertake  this,  the  thing  cannot  be  deme  in  the  time; 
for  L do  asaure  you,  not  one  person  upon  earth  has  given  the  least  assistance  to  this  work  besides 
yourself;  for  which  Mrs.  Flamsteed  is  willing  to  gratify  you  to  the  utmost,  in  whatever  way  you 
shall  choose,  besides  making  due  acknowledgments  in  the  preface  for  the  part  you  have  an  gene- 
rously  and  readily  uudertaken,  in  order  to  complete  Mr.  Flamsteed's  works.  If  you  have  time  to 
proceed  with  the  rest  of  the  maps,  I hope  there  will  be  no  need  to  draw  a juirticular  map  for  every 
constellation ; because  wherever  all  the  atars  of  two  or  three  constellations  (and  the  whole  figurrs 
can  be  drawn)  will  come  into  the  same  map,  there  will  be  no  occasion  to  draw  particular  maps  for 
such. 

We  hear  nothing  further,  as  yet,  of  Ur.  Halley  and  the  Office  of  Ordnance  ; but  I believe,  in  a 
little  Ume,  we  shall ; for  I am  informed  the  Attorney -General  has  been  consulted  by*  them  in  this 
affair,  and  has  given  his  opinion  against  the  office : because  it  does  not  appear,  by  thdr  books,  that 
they  ever  either  repaired,  or  made,  any  instruments  at  their  expense.  But,  however,  he  says  he 
thinks  it  proper  to  prefer  a bill  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  to  oblige  Mrs.  Flamsteed  to  set  forth 
what  title  she  has  to  them ; but  be  further  declares  in  his  opinion  (which  1 have  seen  by  means  of 
a friend),  that  if  Mrs.  Flamsteed  can  prove  that  Mr.  Flamsteed  repaired  the  instruments,  it  will 
be  a strong  presumption  that  the  property  is  in  her. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nai  letter  in  the  poeseasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  242.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr,  J.  Crostfncait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Dec.  31,  1720- 

You  are  at  full  liberty  to  order  and  draw  the  maps  as  you  shall  sec  most  convenient,  and  to  lay 
down  DO  more  than  the  principal  stars  of  those  that  fall  within  other  maps.  As  to  whst  you  take 
notice  of,  about  drawing  the  maps  near  the  pole,  I submit  it  entirely  to  you ; only  I beg  leave  to 
inform  you  that  Mr.  Flamsteed,  in  giving  account  of  the  majw,  and  the  method  of  doing  them, 
seems  to  suppose  them  all  to  be  done  the  same  way:  but  that  ptrt  of  the  preface  which  relates  to 
this  affair,  I will  transcribe  and  send  you  in  my  next.  I think  it  will  be  better,  in  drawing  Hydra, 
to  enlarge  the  map  than  to  contract  the  scale;  but  this,  and  everything  else,  is  submitted  to  you. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  243.)  ExtrarJ  of  a ieti^  from  Mr.  J.  CtosthwrUt  to  Mr.  A.  Shatp. 

Greenwich,  Mwch  25, 1*121. 

Sir  James  Thornhill  it  very  obliging,  and  gives  the  maps  all  the  despatch  that  can  be  expected, 
he  having  already  hnished  most  of  those  you  sent.  Four  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  engraver, 
none  of  which  are  yet  finished;  that  of  Taurur  is  the  nearest;  though  what  he  has  done  does  not 
please  me,  there  bdng  several  things  in  it  that  must  be  amended.  But  as  I am  not  so  good  a judge 
as  you  arc,  I hare  sent  you  as  good  a proof  as  could  be  made  by  his  press ; and  must  iutreat  the 
favor  that  you  will  please  to  cast  your  eye  upon  it,  and  give  me  notice  of  what  you  find  amisa; 
because  your  opinion  iu  this  matter  must,  and  shall,  determine  the  engraver  in  doing  the  rest.  I am 
obliged  to  examine  all  the  maps,  not  to  sec  whether  you  have  committed  any  mistakes,  but  to  see 
whether  the  person,  who  toucl^  in  the  outlines  of  the  images  with  a pencil,  has  so  drawn  them 
that  each  star,  which  has  a name  in  the  catalogue,  may  full  in  the  image  according  to  the  descrip- 
tion there  given  : and  this  I thought  I had  better  do  before  they  went  to  Sir  James,  than  to  give 
him  the  trouble  of  altering  anything  after  he  should  have  put  his  last  band  to  it.  And,  indeed,  this 
makes  him  finish  aiid  shade  Uie  images  much  faster,  when  he  is  told,  beforehand,  that  the  outlines 
are  true ; fur  then  all  that  he  has  to  do  is  to  give  the  image  a free  posture,  and  to  shade  it. 

I think,  in  a fnm\cr  letter,  I told  you  that  the  Attorney* General  had  given  his  opinion  against  the 
Board  of  Ordnance;  but  at  the  same  time  he  advitMHl  a bill  to  be  prefened  against  Mr.  Flamsiecd^s 
executrixes,  to  oUige  them  to  declare  what  they  knew  of  this  afifair.  They  have  since  preferred  a bill 
accordingly,  to  which  Mrs.  Flamsteed  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodgson  have  given  an  answer.  But, 
whether  the  Board,  upon  this,  will  drop  the  thing,  I cannot  tell : but  this  we  shall  know  next  term. 
I am  entirely  satisfied  with  the  reasons  you  give,  about  drawing  the  maps  near  the  pule,  that  it  will 
be  next  to  impossible  to  draw  them  according  to  Mr.  Flamsieed'a  projection;  nay,  1 find  that  the 
small  maps  he  drew,  of  all  the  coustellations  30*^  from  it,  arc  done  by  the  common  stcreographic 
projection. 

[Copied  from  the  origiruU  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  244  ) Leltrr  from  Mr.  J.  Crotlk%cait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  April  21,  1721. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  the  4th  instant  received,  and  have  since  been  with  Sir  James  Thornhill,  to  whom  I 
communicated  so  much  of  the  contents  of  your  letter  as  related  to  the  map  of  Taurus : after  which, 
he  told  me  he  owned  the  stars  were  not  well  engraved,  but  he  would  lake  care  they  should  be  all 
amended  : but,  as  to  the  manner  of  doing  the  images,  be  said  he  ordered  Mr.  Vandergucht,  jun. 
(who,  I perceive,  is  a favorite  of  his)  to  etch  them : and  he  added  that  one  picture,  well  etched, 
was  worth  ten  engraved.  But,  before  we  parted,  he  told  me  he  would  view  Hevelius's ; and  after- 
wards consider  of  a method  of  doing  them  as  well  or  better  titan  anything  of  that  kind  bad  yet 
been  done.  I hope  to  see  him  again  to-morrow,  and  then  to  agree  with  him  whether  they  must  be 
engraved,  or  etched. 

That  proof  I wnt  you  of  Taurus^  you  may  remember,  I told  you  was  not  finished.  The  figures 
were  not  so  much  shaded  as  Sir  James  intended  ; and  as  to  the  Greek  letters,  (hey  were  purposely 
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omitted,  that  I might  put  them  in  with  red  ink  upon  the  proof.  1 have  procured  the  plate  of  the 
forms  of  the  atara,  from  the  engraver  who  engraved  it  for  Mr.  Flamatced ; and  shall  take  care  tliat 
ail  the  faults  you  mention  be  rectihed.  I have  caused  Mr.  Vandergucht  to  take  out  all  the  figures, 
both  on  the  top  and  in  the  side  of  the  map ; they  being,  in  my  opinion,  as  ill  performed  a*  any  of 
the  rest : he  not  having  engraved  them  near  so  well  as  you  have  writ  them.  This  he  owus,  and  says 
he  would  take  it  as  a particular  favor  if  you  would  be  pleased  to  write,  upon  your  next  letter,  the 
following  numbers,  5,  10,  20,  30,  &c.,  so  for  as  360  degrees,  about  the  same  size  you  think  he 
ought  to  engrave  them : he  having  never  seen  any  figures  so  well  perf  irmeil  in  all  his  life. 

Sir  James  Thornhill  informs  me  that,  as  to  the  figure  of  Medusa's  head,  it  is  an  error  committed 
hy  all  our  painters.  It  ought  to  he  as  he  has  drawn  it:  fur  he  drew  it  by  the  copy  of  an  original 
be  procured  from  Rome  uot  long  ago;  but  says,  if  the  other  is  better  liked,  he  will  still  alter  it.  I 
am  very  sorry  I did  not  inform  you  before,  that  I had  much  rather  the  scale  for  (he  map  of  Hydra 
should  be  contracted;  for  I cannot  think  it  will  be  worth  the  while  to  be  at  the  expense  of  two 
plates  for  that  one  map:  but  I am  afraid,  by  what  you  say  in  your  last,  that  this  will  come  too 
late  to  prevent  it.  I should  be  very  glad  that,  in  all  the  maps,  you  would  do  everything  according 
to  your  own  judgment : for  I am  very  sure  no  person  judges  lielter  than  yourself.  Then;  are  about 
three  sheets  of  the  observations  to  print ; which,  as  soon  as  finished,  shall  be  sent  you,  with  the 
pictures  you  desire.  I should  be  glad  to  know  whether  you  had  ever  the  map  of  Greenwich  Park, 
the  plan  of  the  Observatory,  with  the  different  prusj»ecu  of  it,  sent : if  you  have  not,  I will  send 
them,  as  soon  as  tsome  few  alterations  are  made  in  the  plate  of  the  Park. 

Dr.  Halley,  I am  informed,  goes  for  Oxford  next  week,  and  intends  to  tarry  there  about  a fort* 
night  As  to  his  being  writing  against  Mr.  Flamsteed,  I hear  nothing  of  it  here,  neither  can  I 
as  yet  see  any  grounds  for  his  so  doing ; because  not  one  of  Mr.  Flamsteed's  volumes,  as  printed  bv 
liinuelf,  has  been  as  yet  put  into  the  hands  of  any  person  whatsoever.  Nay,  Mr.  Flamsteed  was 
so  cautious  in  his  Ufe-time,  that  he  never  would  trust  Mr.  Hodgson  with  one  : and  1 am  sure,  since 
hit  decease,  not  one  sheet  has  been  delivered  out  What  he  may  intend,  after  they  are  published,  I 
know  not : but  I hope,  with  your  assistance,  we  shall  be  able  to  prevent  him.  Mr.  MoUyneux  has 
a mind  to  purchase  the  mural  arc,  and  the  quadrant  that  used  to  stand  in  the  great  room. 

Mrs.  Flamsteed  gives  in  her  answer  to  the  Office  of  Ordnance's  bill  on  Wednesday  next : after 
which,  wc  ahall  soon  see  what  turn  that  affair  will  take. 

I am,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  aervant, 

Joseph  Crosthwait. 

[Copied  from  the  ort^fnni  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Gilcs.J 


No.  245.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Oroithycait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

London,  June  1,  1721. 

Sir  Jan>et  Thornhill  and  Mr.  Vandergucht,  jun.  dined  with  Mrs.  Flamsteed  about  a fortnight 
ago ; at  which  time  be  promised  to  see  all  the  maps  well  done.  He  gives  a very  great  character  of 
Mr.  Vandergucht,  and  says  he  is  the  best  engraver  of  history  that  ever  was  in  England.  Dr. 
Halley  makes  no  overtures  for  obtaining  the  mural  arc;  nay,  he  is  so  far  from  thinking  of  that 
instrument,  that  he  has  pulled  down  part  of  the  meridional  wall  upon  which  it  was  fixed.  He 
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}ia»  built  a little  hoarded  shed,  between  the  »tudj  and  the  suznmer«bauae,  and  has  fixed  a stone  in 
the  ground,  which  stands  about  four  feet  high : what  he  intends  to  hx  upon  it  I cannot  jet  I earn  ; 
hut  as  jet  be  has  done  Dothing,  neither  has  he  anybody  to  assist  him ; and  he  bears  such  a very 
had  chamclcr,  that  I bcliete  he  may  make  observations  by  himself.  He  has  lately  made  me  an 
offer  (which  sufficicutly  shows  lus  intention),  by  a friend  of  mine  in  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  wliich 
1 rejected ; so  tliat  1 believe  he  is  now  convinced  that  ’tis  not  in  his  power  to  get  me  into  any 
measures  tltat  may  be  prejudicial  to  anything  that  belongs  to  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

(Copied  from  the  onj/inof  letter  in  the  p<wse<wion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  246.)  Eiiract  of  a Ifiter  from  Mr.  J.  Cr(nthv'4iit  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  June  24,  1721. 

Mr.  Vandcrgucht  proceeds  with  the  maps ; and  Mr.  Vertue  has  promised  to  undertake  to  do  some 
of  them,  tlwt  they  may  be  the  sooner  fiiusbed.  I must  therefore  request  the  favor  that  you  will 
plea4»e  to  send  up  what  maps  you  have  by  you  that  arc  already  done,  that  Sir  James  may  prepare 
them  for  him.  We  hear  nothing  more  of  Dr.  Halley,  or  the  Board  of  Ordnance ; therefore  I am  in 
hopes  the  )aw*suit  U now  at  an  end;  I am  mure  inclimrd  to  be  of  this  opinion,  because  I am 
informed  he  has  lost  moat  of  his  interest  with  the  Board  officers. 

[Copied  from  the  oriijinal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  247.)  E:xtrac.t  of  a leUer  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwail  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  July  22,  1721. 

I have  communicated  your  proposal  to  Mrs.  Flamsteed,  and  she  likes  it  very  well ; and  desires 
that  you  will  proceed  accordingly.  I took  the  same  opportunity  to  hint  to  her,  that  it  w'ould 
be  necessary  that  you  should  be  gratified  for  tbe  great  expense  of  time  and  labor  which  you  had 
spent  in  drawing  (he  uiapa,  dec.  She  told  me  that  it  was  what  she  always  intended;  and  should  be 
slad  to  do  it  iu  such  a way  as  might  be  most  acceptable  to  you.  I am  very  glad  to  find  you  have 
made  so  good  a progress  in  calculating  Dr.  ilalley's  stars  anew  from  his  distances:  I am  really  sur- 
prised he  has  not  done  it  himself,  after  so  many  years ; ’tis  what  I know  he  has  ofren  promised,  but 
believe  ’tis  what  he'll  never  perform. 

I presume  it  will  be  necessary  to  print  his  catalogue  after  y<m  have  finished  it  Next  week  I hope 
to  get  all  tbe  images  traced  upon  the  maps,  with  a black  lead  pencil,  ready  fur  Sir  James  Thornhill ; 
after  which  he  will  quickly  perform  liU  part ; and  he  has  engaged  the  engraver  to  finish  all  by 
Christmas  next.  The  preface  part  of  it  has  been  in  several  hands  to  translate,  but  not  one  of  them 
have  answered  expectation  : this  is  what  has  delayed  it  so  long,  and  has  given  me  a great  deal  of 
trouble  and  uneasiness.  However,  I hope  it  will  now  be  done  to  satisfaction;  for  finding  that  none 
of  the  persons  employed  were  equal  to  the  work,  1 some  time  ago  went  over  to  Wanstead;  and  before 
[ came  away  prevailed  upon  Mr.  Pound  to  undertake  H,  who  I take  to  be  a pereon  well  qualified 
for  such  a work.  As  soon  ns  ever  the  maps  arc  put  into  the  hands  of  the  engraver  the  press  shall 
be  srt  to  work;  and  then  ahould  be  glad  of  your  assistance  about  the  catalogue.  I am  afraid  it  must 
be  all  reprinted. 

[Copied  from  tbe  original  letter  in  the  posaesaion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  248.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosi^ait  to  Mr.  A.  Sfutrp, 

Greenwich,  5?ept.  13,  ITil. 

Mr.  Pound  wm  here  last  week,  and  informs  me  that  Senex  is  engraving  of  Planiepheres,  and  iuteuda 
to  publish  it  as  done  from  the  British  Catalogue.  This,  he  says,  he  was  about,  some  time  before  you 
wrote  to  him;  I should  be  glad,  by  some  means,  to  frustrate  him  in  this.  I think  ^'cry  speedily  to 
set  about  reprinting  the  catalog\ic ; for  I 6nd,  in  sketching  out  the  images  for  Sir  James  Thornhill, 
which  1 am  forced  to  do  myself,  that  a great  many  stars  must  be  put  in  oilier  constellations,  different 
to  what  they  arc  already  in  the  catalogue ; besides  several  other  errors  which  must  be  rectified.  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  if  you  have  anything  more  to  communicate  about  it,  before  I set  the  press 
to  work. 

(Copied  from  the  origined  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  249.)  LeUer  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthv:<ui  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Oct.  28,  1721. 

Sir, 

The  press  ia  now  at  work  with  the  rest  of  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  works,  and  I hope  it  will  not  any 
more  be  stopped  till  the  whole  shall  lie  finished,  which,  1 doubt  not,  may  be  accomplished  by  March 
next;  notwithstanding  there  are  a great  many  sheets  to  print,  besides  reprinting  the  catalogue.  1 
therefore  iutreat  the  favor  that  you  will  be  pleaaod,  as  soon  aa  you  can  conveniently,  to  send  me  the 
rest  of  the  repctitiima,  &c.,  that  you  have  discovered  in  the  catalogue ; and  if  you  know  of  any  errors 
in  Ilcvelius,  1 should  be  glad  to  have  an  account  of  (liem.  Mr.  Pound  bus  been  here  lately;  tome 
time  during  which  we  compared  all  the  quotations  in  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  preface  with  tlie  authors  them* 
selves.  This,  you  know,  was  very  necessary  to  be  done,  for  fear  of  mistakes : and  aa  most  of  those 
authors  are  very  scarce,  he  could  not  do  it  effectually  anywhere  but  here ; all  those  books  licing 
amongst  Mr.  Flamsteed’s.  There  are  about  12  sheets  already  translated,  and  I think  the  whole  may 
contain  about  30  such,  the  rest  of  which  he  has  promised  to  finish  with  all  possible  expedition.  I 
hear  nothing  furtha  of  Dr.  Halley  or  the  OfEce  of  Ordnance:  the  solicitor  belonging  to  the  office 
tells  me  the  Board  will  proceed  no  further  against  Mrs.  Flamsteed  aliout  the  instruments.  I am. 
Sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

JosKPH  CrOSTHWaIT. 

[Copied  from  the  oritfntd  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  250.)  Extracts  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosihwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Dec.  28,  1721. 

Ptolemy  and  Ulugh  Bcigh’s  catalogues  are  already  printed,  and  the  press  is  now  upon  Tycho’s  and 
Hevelius's ; after  which  it  will  be  proper  to  print  Dr.  Halley’s,  of  whose  stars*  places  I have  often  heard 
Mr.  Flamsteed  complain,  as  also  of  his  distances ; but  of  any  particulars  I do  not  remember.  Mrs. 
Flamsteed  has  been  absent  at  the  Bisliop  of  Chester’s,  which  hindered  me  from  writing  sooner,  being 
desirous  first  to  inspect  the  Doctor’s  catalogue,  to  see  if  he  had  uot  wrote  down,  in  the  margin  of  it, 
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what  faults  he  had  discovered;  which  I could  not  be  aatisBed  in  till  her  returD^  it  being  locked  up 
with  the  rest  of  the  books. 

The  maps  are  verj  near  all  finished  ready  for  the  er^^vers ; after  which  more  hands  will  be 
employed.  There  are  three  now  at  work,  of  which  Mr.  Venue  is  one ; he  has  undertaken  tax. 
More  hands  had  been  now  at  work  had  Sir  James  Thornhill  performed  bis  promise;  but  as  he  did 
not,  we  were  obliged  to  get  another  person  U>  draw  and  wash  must  of  them.  As  soon  as  the  cata> 
logucs  are  all  printed,  one  or  two,  if  you  desire  it,  shall  be  sent  you. 

Mr.  Molineux  has  not  purchased  the  instruments;  and  Dr.  ilallcy  has  converted  the  sextant 
and  quadrant  houses  into  a pigcon-housc. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  251.)  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  CrnsiktccUt  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Jan.  27,  1721-22. 

Sir, 

1 am  much  concerned  to  find,  by  yours  of  the  2nd  instant,  that  you  had  entertained  the  least 
suspicion  of  being  forgotten  or  slighted  by  me,  though  there  had  been  nothing  more  for  you  to  do. 
I can  assure  you,  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  that  1 shall  for  ever  (though  I am  sure  1 shall  have  no 
share  in  the  profits)  retain  a grateful  remembrance  of  the  generous  and  kind  assistance  you 
have  given  towards  completing  Mr.  Flamsteed*!  works,  and  shall  be  ready  at  all  limes  hereafter,  so 
long  as  life  endures,  when  in  my  power,  to  return  you  gratitude : and  the  memory  of  the  ingenuous, 
disinterested  Mr.  Sharp  will  always,  by  me,  be  had  in  ibe  greatest  esteem,  next  to  that  of  my 
deceased  and  good  friend,  Mr.  Flamsteed. 

I have  lately  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Pound  about  a difficulty  he  lay  under  in  giving  an  account 
of  an  error  in  the  divisions  of  the  mural  arc,  of  )5",  which  Mr.  Flamsteed  has  allowed  for  in  deter- 
mining the  latitude  of  the  Obaervatory,  though  be  bas  no  where  assigned  a reason  for  such 
allowance. 

For  finding  the  latitude  of  the  Observatory  by  the  observed  distances  of  the  pole-star  from  the 
vertex  the  latter  cod  of  1669.* 


GnktvM.  L4wL 


Its  distance  observed  irom  the  vertex 

. 40® 

SO' 

45" 

36° 

8' 

0" 

The  error  of  the  instrument 

. + 0 

1 

10 

1 

10 

The  fault  of  the  divisions 

. + 0 

0 

15 

0 

15 

Refractions  . 

. + 0 

0 

41 

0 

36 

Zenith  distance  correct 

40 

52 

51 

36 

10 

1 

36 

10 

1 

Their  difference 

. 4 

42 

50 

The  half  difference 

2 

21 

25 

Compt.  of  latitude  • 

3S 

31 

26 

Hence  the  latitude  of  the  Otwervatory 

51 

28 

34,  or  roundly, 

51 

28 

30 

* S«e  the  PrvUgomena  to  the  3rd  vul.  of  the 

flUtoria  pa^  1 14  and  115. 

F.  B. 
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For  finding  the  obliquity  of  the  Ecliptic. 


1690,  Dec.  12.  The  sun’s  upper  limb  from  the  vertex  75®  11'  30" 

correct 

75 

* 10' 

0" 

lower  limb  . . 74  38  45 

71 

37 

15 

uy 

4? 

15 

The  sun’s  centre  from  the  vertex  • 

. 

74 

53 

374 

Error  of  tlic  divisions  . * • 

. 

+ 0 

0 

20 

ilcfraction  .... 

+ 0 

3 

0 

Tlic  sun’s  centre  from  the  vertex  correct 

M 

56 

57 

The  latitude  . . • 

• 

51 

28 

30 

The  sun’s  declination  • 

. 

23 

28 

27 

The  sun  was  then  in  1®  39':  so  that  his  declination  was  less  than  that  of  the 

tropic 

. ‘■T 

O'  37'';  which,  added  to  the  declination  observed,  gives  the  obliquity  of 

the  ecliptic  23®  29'  4 

n 

Again,  1691,  June  11,  the  sun’s  upper  limb  observed  from  the  vertex 

27® 

45' 

30" 

lower  limb  • * 

28 

16 

55 

The  sum 

56 

2 

25 

The  centre  of  the  sun  ...» 

28 

1 

12 

Error  of  the  instrument  . . • 

_ 

2 

20 

Second  error  .... 

+ 

0 

15 

Refraction  ..... 

+ 

0 

28 

Sun’s  correct  distance  from  the  vertex 

27 

59 

35 

Equator  from  the  vertex 

51 

28 

30 

The  sun’s  greatest  declination 

23 

28 

55 

Or 

23 

29 

0 

The  sun*fl  place  at  this  time  was  s 0^  5'  r so  that  his  declination  was  not  1 less  than  it  was  in  the 
very  solstitial  colure.  Though  Mr.  Flamsteed  has  not  mentioned  what  this  error  was,  I presume  he 
either  forgot  it  when  he  wrote  the  preface,  or  thought  it  so  small  as  not  worth  regarding.  However,  to 
satisfy  Mr.  Pound  in  this  matter,  I searched  among  some  other  papers,  and  at  last  met  with  the  following 
reason  for  this  allowance,  which  I have  sent  him:  whether  it  be  right,  you  can  best  judge.  **  I 
“ find  (says  Mr.  Flamsteed)  by  comparing  my  observations  of  the  sun’s  meridional  distances  from 
**  the  vertex,  at  the  solstices,  and  the  latitude  thence  deduced,  and  compared  with  the  latitude  found 
**  by  the  pole  star,  that  some  [such]  fault  has  been  committed  as  requires  the  allowance  of  about 
**  one  quarter  of  a minute,  to  be  added  to  all  the  zenith  distances  observed : which  might  happen 
**  by  the  stretching  of  the  feet,  or  bending  of  the  beam  compasses,  when  the  points  of  60  and  30 
**  degrees  were  laid  off.  And  that  this  must  be  applied  in  all  the  measures  taken,  whether  the 
“ stars  past  the  meridian  to  the  north  or  south  of  our  vertex  : or  rather  20^',  when  above  40^  south 
“or  north;  10"  when  less.  When,  tberefure,  these  observations  come  to  be  applied,  either  IS'' must  be 
“ deducted  from  the  errors  which  arc  always  to  be  subtracted  from  the  zenith  distances  in  the  southern 
*'  part  of  the  arc;  or  the  zenith  distances  correct  by  the  simple  errors,  must  be  augmented  IS".*’ 
The  post  being  just  going  out,  what  I have  further  to  add  must  be  deferred  to  another  opportu- 
nity. 1 am,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant,  Joseph  Ckostuwait. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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Ko.  252.  Letter  fr<m  Mr.  A.  Sharp  to  Mr.  J.  Crotthvait. 

Horton,  Feb.  2,  1721-22. 

Sir, 

I return  you  my  thanks  for  your  kind  and  generous  account  of  my  aaaistauce,  which  you  may 
He  aaiured  shall  ever  be  acknmcledged  in  anything  within  the  compass  of  my  ability. 

But  I can  give  you  little  or  no  satisfaction  about  Mr.  Pound^a  scruple  about  an  error  Mr.  Flam- 
ateeil  makes  allowance  fur  in  the  divuion  of  the  mural  arc.  I can  assure  you  there  was  not  the  least 
menliou  of  any  such  thing  during  my  abode  with  Mr  Flamsteed,  which  was  more  than  a year  after 
it  was  hnished.  In  which  time  almost  all  the  stars,  except  th^e  constellations  near  the  north  |>ole, 
were  oliserrcd  satisfactarilif  ; indeed  whenever  Mr.  Flainstcxd  gave  me  the  least  help  thereto  in  any  of 
hia  labors.  This  I know,  that  all  the  care  that  could  poasibly  be  was  taken  in  setting  olT  the  funda- 
mental division,  viz.  60°,  equal  to  the  radius.  Wlierein  I had  not  only  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  advice  and 
inspection,  but  assistance;  wluch  was  absolutely  necessary,  being  a matter  of  very  great  consequence 
and  difficulty,  since  the  instrument  was  fixed  against  the  wall  in  a ]>crpendicalar  posture:  therefore 
requiring  the  hands  of  two  persons  to  apply  the  beam  compass  with  an  extent  of  near  seven  feet 
thereto.  Considering  which,  Uis  not  strange  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  that  could  be  used, 
so  small  an  error  might  be  committed  ; since  a wooden  beam  of  so  great  a length  might  easily  and 
imperceptibly  yield  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  it  amounts  to,  especially  in  the  perpendicular.  But 
you  know  there  was  not  the  least  suspicion  of  any  such  thing  entertained  then,  nor  during  my  resi- 
dence there,  that  I had  the  least  notice  of;  nor  did  Mr.  Flamsteed  mention  anything  of  it  about 
three  yrara  after,  when  I returned  from  Portsmouth,  and  observed  together  with  hie  servant  at  times 
by  the  mural  arc  most  of  the  circiuupular  stars,  which  you  will  find  in  his  waste  red  book,  about 
February  or  March,  1693-4. 

When  I was  with  him  before,  about  1690  or  1691,  I remember  I obsen'ed  the  two  bright  stars  In 
the  Dove,  or  Columha,  though  1 do  not  find  them  amongst  hts  printed  observations.  I presume  Mr. 
Flamsteed  judged  they  were  not  to  be  depended  upon,  because  of  the  great  refraction,  they  not 
appearing  to  the  naked  eve,  but  found  out  by  the  telescope,  in  the  midst  of  the  thick  atmosphere, 
seeming  Imt  a degree  above  the  horizon.  Would  gladly  know  whether  you  have  ever  met  with,  or 
seen  these  observations : they  might  be  of  some  use  to  me  in  cnra|)aring  with  Dr.  Halley  his  place  of 
those  two  stars. 

I iiave  inclosed  the  greater  part  of  Dr.  Halley's  catalogue  of  the  southern  constellations,  as  I have 
calculated  them  from  hia  distances,  and  Mr.  Flamsteed's  alara’  true  places  in  right  ascension,  polar 
distance,  longitude  and  latittide,  to  the  year  1726 ; which  is  just  half  a dt^cc  beyond  Mr.  Flamsteed's 
catalogue.  The  design  whereof  was  to  render  the  planisphere  useful  at  present,  and  to  some  future 
year ; tlmt  they  may  not  only  complete  Mr.  Flamsteed's  work,  but  that  they  may  be  saleable,  and 
doubt  not  may  yield  you  a cunsidcmble  benedt.  Both  the  planispheres  are  now  ready ; but,  before  I 
send,  desire  you  to  give  me  some  further  assurance  by  post,  or  othermise^  (since  I hear  now  of 
your  . - - . - which  will  be  equivalent)  that  you  will  not  fail  to  get 

them  - when  engraven : and  when  printed  send  me,  at  least,  three  of  every  sheet  as  they 
arc ; they  will  serve  my  occasion  as  well  as  if  they  were  printed,  else  1 shall  have  reason  enough  to 
grudge,  so  great  a labor,  much  exceeding  half  a dozen  of  the  maps,  which,  if  they  arc  not  printed,  will 
Itc  entirely  lost  unless  I keep  these. 

My  dci«ign  in  sending  you  the  inclosed  catalogue  is  to  desire  you  to  add  the  tariaf^nr  of  right 
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tscenBion  and  polar  di&tancc  thereto  (which  you  can  easily  do  out  of  the  printed  table  which  I 
calculated)  that  they  may  be  put  into  the  same  order  as  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  are.  In  the  meantime  I 
intend  to  calculate  the  t>anoi!ion  for  all  the  reat,  namely  80,  which  fall  so  near  the  antarctic  pole  that 
the  ron'o^tOH  cannot  with  due  exactness  and  certainly  be  had  from  the  table.  When  this  is  done,  the 
fitting  of  the  stars  oi  both  hemispheres  will  be  agreeable  to  each  other,  and  equally  useful.  Your 
proposal,  some  time  ago,  to  reduce  my  calculated  right  ascensions  and  polar  distances  of  the  southern 
stars,  to  longitude  and  latitude,  encouraged  me  to  put  this  latter  table  under  you.  Which,  if  you  do, 
as  I do  not,  you  will  undertake  they  will  get  the  sooner  ready  for  the  press.  I have  pressed 
no  preface  to  this  catalogue,  referring  that  to  your  hands.  Suppose  this  must  be  in  Latin, 
as  yours  is. 

Some  account  how  your  business  proceeds,  and  how  Dr.  Halley  manages  since  he  resigned  bis 
office  of  Secretary  of  tlie  Royal  Society,  will  be  acceptable  to.  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

A.  Sharp. 

P.S.  You  will  hud,  in  the  inclosed,  all  those  stars  omitted  which  are  in  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  cata* 
logue;  which  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  iusert  (though  Hevelius  has  done  so),  much  less  to  take  the 
pains  to  calculate  them  from  Dr.  Halley's  distances,  being  much  better  done  in  Mr.  Flamsteed's. 
The  rest  of  the  catalogue,  which  consists  of  about  80  stars,  as  soon  as  I have  calculated  the  tariation^ 
shall  be  transmitted  in  a leUer  to  you,  by  A.  S. 

[Decyphered  by  C.  Babbage,  Esq.,  from  the  ori^nai  letter  (in  short  hand)  in  the  possession  of 

Mrs.  Giles.*] 


No.  253.)  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwadt  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  March  6,  1721-22. 

Sir, 

Since  I received  yours,  I have  added  the  variations  to  the  catalogue  you  sent,  but  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  repeat  tiiem ; but  ho{>e  I may,  some  time  this  week.  The  engravers  proceed  so 
slowly  with  the  maps,  that  1 know  not  when  they  will  be  finished  ; for  we  cannot  get  one  map  done 
in  two  months  from  each ; and  again,  there  are  others  whose  prices  are  so  extravagant,  that  *tia 
impossible  to  comply  with  them.  Those  who  do  them  at  the  most  reasonable  rate  have  no  less 
than  i£lQ  lOr.  for  their  labor,  and  the  plate  costs,  when  cheapest,  above  2CI  lOr. ; so  that  1 do  rtut 
see  that  the  engraving,  plate,  paper,  and  rolling-press,  besides  expenses  in  attending  them,  can  cost 
less  than  £20  each  plate  : which  large  expense  begins,  not  a little,  to  shock  Mrs.  Flamsteed  and 
Mr.  Hodgson;  however,  I hope  they  will  proceed  till  the  whole  shall  be  finished.  I,  some  time 
ago,  sent  over  one  of  the  ma|»  to  Holland,  by  a particular  friend,  who  showed  it  to  several  Dutch 
engravers,  and  they  offered  to  do  the  whole  in  six  months,  and  to  find  the  copper-plates  to  each,  at 
£6  10«.  per  map ; which  is  but  half  what  they  will  cost  here  : and,  rather  than  they  should  not  all 
be  engraved,  1 shall  offer  to  go  over  there  to  agree  for  doing  the  rest.  As  to  wliat  you  propose 
about  the  planispheres,  I do  promise  that  they  shall  be  engraved : and  when  printed,  that  what 

* See  Bon>e  Tsmsrkt  on  the  ii«n*phering  of  tbit  letter  in  the  tubiequeot  to  the  Brituk  Catalogme. 

And  1 woald  here  tUt«  thst  the  words,  printSii  in  iultct,  sr«  each  u 1 do  not  cimtider  to  b«  rigidly  snd  literally 
dec^'phered,  although  they  evidently  a|^»roxiinate  to  the  tents  of  the  pataage;  and  that  the  wordt  omitted 
are  tuch  at  cannot,  at  pretent,  be  tatitractorily  made  out.  F.  B. 
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number  you  please  to  command  shall  be  sent  to  you.  *Tis  not  my  fault  that  the  adTertisement  1 
ftcnt  you  has  not  yet  been  published : Mr.  Hodgson  has  had  it  a good  while  in  hit  hands,  and 
promised  to  put  it  in  some  of  the  most  reputable  papers ; which  tet  he  has  not  done,  though  lie  told 
me  he  had  such  an  interest  with  the  authors  of  two  papers,  that  he  could  have  it  inserted  by  way  of 
news.  The  planispheres,  when  you  please  to  send  them,  shall  be  gone  about  immediately ; which 
I hliall  readily  do  at  my  own  expense  if  they  make  any  scruple  about  them ; so  that  you  may 
depend  upon  their  being  engraved.  1 hear  nothing  more  of  Dr.  Halley  about  the  instruroeuta;  so 
that  1 believe  the  law*suit  is  at  an  end.  Mr.  Pound  waa  here  last  week,  and  is  now  aatisfied  about 
the  error  of  in  the  divisions ; so  1 hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  preface  goes  to  the  presa. 

I am,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

JosErn  CnosTUWAtT. 

P.S.  I have  looked  over  the  day-book  of  the  year  1690,  which  is  all,  or  the  greatest  part,  of  your 
own  hand-writing;  but  hud  no  observation  of  the  two  bright  stars  you  mention.  I have  likewise 
turned  over  the  day-book  of  the  year  1691*  most  of  which  is  Mr.  Clowes’s  hand-writing,  and  can 
6nd  nothing  of  it  there;  but  hod  that,  between  the  10th  of  June  and  the  15th,  three  pages  have 
been  tom  out  of  the  day-book  : this  is  all  the  account  that  can  be  given.  J.  C.* 

[Copied  from  the  originaJ  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  254.)  Ertraci  of  a leUer  /i-om  Mr.  J.  Crosthwait  io  Mr.  A.  Skarfi. 

Grrcuwich,  April  12,  1122. 

Since  1 received  the  planispheres,  I have  been  with  Mr.  Vandcrgucht,  who  draws  very  well,  and 
he  asks  eight  guineas  for  drawing  in  the  images;  though  1 offered  to  aland  by  him,  and  give  him 
all  the  assistance  in  my  power.  I offered  him  five,  but  He  was  pleased  to  tell  me  that  he  thought 
his  labor  alwa^a  worth  twenty  ahillings  ))er  day.  He  has  done  the  map  of  Leo  and  Taurus,  for 
which  he  aays  he  expects  30  guineas;  though  .Mr.  Vcrlue,  who  engraves  much  better,  asks  no  more 
than  10  guineas.  Nutting,  the  engraver,  has  sold  the  plates  that  we  trusted  him  with ; so  that  I 
can  justly  say,  of  all  the  trouble  I have  met  with  since  Mr.  Flamsteed's  death,  none  has  come  up  to 
this.  What  to  do  I know  not;  but,  since  you  approve  of  it,  I intend,  God  willing,  to  go  to  Hol- 
land and  try  their  engravers ; and  if  I find  they  arc  aa  extravagant  in  their  demands  as  they  are 
here,  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  them.  But  I hope  they  will  not,  upon  the  information  I had  from 
theuce,  of  which  I gave  you  an  account ; but,  if  when  I come  there,  I should  find  it  otherwise,  I 
ahall  take  care  at  my  return  (if  they  refuse  to  give  the  Vim  insisted  upon)  to  return  you  all  the 
maps.  But  the  planispheres,  cost  what  it  will,  shall  be  done;  and  whatever  share  of  the  profits 
made  you  please  to  demand  shall  readily  be  complied  with. 

* The  bright  stsn  in  C«lnmh<t  were  ob*«rTed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  It,  1001  : and  the  obeemtiooi  are  to  be 
tnund.  duly  registered,  in  MSi^,  vot.  0,  page  83.  Mr.  CroeUivaU  could  not  hare  eiamiiied  the  book  very 
minutely.  It  le  the  very  same  book,  v(d.  ft,  from  which  the  lire  pages  (not  thrtt,  for  that  Si  iinpoeaible)  are 
tom  out.  F.  B. 
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Extract  of  a Utter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  June  26,  H22. 

On  the  I6th  of  Ajml  last  I sailed  for  Holland,  (of  which  I gave  you  notice  by  a letter  dated  that 
day,)  and  met  with  a long  and  dai^eroue  jiassagc;  not  arriving  at  Kotterdum  till  the  Sunday 
rooming  following.  I spent  all  the  week  after  there,  inquiring  aAer  engravers ; but  could  not 
meet  with  one  there  capable  of  doing  the  mu|>s  to  satisfaction  ; and,  having  a recommeudation  to  a 
merchant  at  Amsterdam,  and  being  informed  that  there  were  several  {)cnM]na  there,  who  were  well 
versed  in  works  of  that  nature,  I left  Rotterdam  and  reached  Anialcrdam  tlie  29th.  And  after 
staying  there  a fortnight,  and  a great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense,  for  want  of  knowing  the  Dutch 
language,  I agreed  with  two  engravers  jointly,  who  have  undertaken  the  whole,  for  75  gvildcrs 
each  map,  the  plates  included;  which  is  £6  16r.  Z*t.  English  money  : which  is  much  cheaper  than 
they  could  be  done  here ; and  I hope  they  will  be  better  performed,  if  the  persons  answer  the 
character  given  them  in  that  place,  one  being  esteemed  an  excellent  map  engraver,  and  the  other  as 
good  for  history.  The  merchant,  to  whom  1 was  recommended,  has  otfered  to  pay  the  money  there, 
as  they  proceed ; and  to  transmit  the  plates  hither,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  finish  them.  Without 
such  a friend,  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  have  got  them  from  thence  hither : he  is  a paper- 
merchant,  and  supplies  the  stationer  ia  Loudon,  of  whom  Mr.  Flamsteed  bought  all  his  paper,  and 
of  whom  Mrs.  Flamsteed  takes  all  the  paper  she  wants : so  it  will  be  easy  for  her  and  Mr.  Hodgson 
to  pay  the  money  to  the  stationer.  After  my  return  from  Amsterdam,  I waited  five  weeks  at 
Rotterdam  for  a passage ; and  at  last  had  the  good  fortune  to  came  home  in  the  same  yacht  that  I 
went  over  in.  This  has  saved  Mrs.  Flamsteed  £S  in  her  pocket ; I having  a friend  on  board,  who 
is  steward  of  her,  that  obtained  my  passage  free.  What  reward  for  this,  and  all  my  fatigue  and 
trouble  (besides  lota  of  time,  which  my  circumstances  can  ill  admit  o0»  I am  to  n>eet  with  from 
Mrs.  Flamsteed  and  Mr.  Hodgson,  I know  not ; having  never  made  any  bargain  with  them,  nor  never 
as  yet  received  anything  from  them. 

[Copied  from  the  ort^'na/  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  256.)  Extracts  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Croslhvdut  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  July  28,  1722. 

Notwithstanding  the  moderate  price  of  the  Dutch  ei^avers,  Vandeigucht  still  insists  upon  £30 
for  the  msps  of  Taurus  and  Leo.  I have  complained  of  this  usage  to  Sir  James  Thornhill,  be  being 
the  person  that  set  him  to  work.  He  saj's  he  thinks  10  guineas  per  map  sufljcicnt;  I told  him  this 
should  be  immediately  paid  him  to  prevent  any  further  disputes;  though  it  was  more  than  he 
deserved,  having  performed  his  part  so  ill.  I have  not  seen  Vandergucht  since;  but  intend  to  offer 
him  this,  some  time  next  week.  There  has  nothing  been  done  since  I went  for  Holland ; and  I am 
afraid  Mr.  Pound  has  not  made  that  progress  in  the  preface  that  might  have  been  expected  after  so 
long  a time.  I have  been  twice  with  him,  and  get  no  answer  but  **  be  will  do  it  as  soon  as  he  can.** 
This  kind  of  trifiing  makes  me  entertain  some  jealousy  lest  Ur.  Halley  and  Sir  I.  Newton  (Mr.  Flam- 
steed's old  enemies)  should  have  been  tampering  with  him,  in  order  to  retard  tlie  work.  I wiah  we 
had  it  out  of  his  lunds ; however,  he  has  only  a copy,  and  not  the  original.  1 tliink  to  go  again  to 
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him  next  week  to  h&ve  his  final  answer,  that  I may  be  sure  in  what  time  be  will  finish  it  j for  'tla  now 
time  to  let  the  world  know  what  Mr.  Flamsteed  lias  left  behind  liim,  and  when  they  trill  be  pub- 
lished. I had  put  the  press  to  work  again  tlua  week,  but  I was  subpeenaed  down  to  the  assizes  at 
Rochester  u|>on  the  account  of  a riot. 

Dr.  Halley^  1 am  infonned,  baa  given  an  account  of  a new  star  he  has  observed  near  the  heels  of 
Virgo,  of  the  5th  magnitude,  which,  he  taya,  was  not  observed  by  Mr.  Flamsteed.  I am  apt  tu  think 
he  is  mistaken ; for  a star  of  that  bigness,  with  but  3°  54^'  south  latitude,  could  not  escape  him, 
I rather  think  Hit  x,  which  has  2°  55'  40"  north  latitude. 

[Copied  from  the  oritjinal  letter  iu  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  251.)  E-iirari  nf  a Uiter  from  Mr.  Crotthioait  to  Mr.  A.  S4aryj. 

Greenwich,  Sept.  6, 1722. 

1 am  extremely  obliged  for  the  kind  offer  you  made  to  draw  the  two  maps  of  Taurus  and  Leo 
again ; but  there  will  now  be  no  occasion  to  give  you  that  trouble,  for  Mr.  Vandergucht,  in  my 
absence,  tent  two  servants  with  the  two  copper  plates  to  Mrs.  Flamsteed^s;  after  which  I went  to 
him,  and,  wnth  great  ditficuUy,  prevailed  upon  him  to  take  five-and-twenty  guineas  for  the  engraving 
the  two  plates,  the  copper  included.  1 hare  been  several  times  after  Mr.  Pound,  but  always  receive 
for  answer  that  he  ia  iu  Berkshire,  Imt  where  1 cannot  learn  : therefore  know  not  what  to  resolve  on 
about  the  preface.  I am  told  he  will  rctuni  this  week ; if  he  does,  I am  determined  to  have  his  final 
answer.  1 wrote  to  him  before  he  went  from  Wansted,  as  did  likewise  Mm.  Flamsteed ; but  be  has 
not  as  yet  thought  either  of  us  worthy  of  an  answer,  neither  has  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
four  last  sheets  of  the  preface  that  I scut  him.  The  press  now  goes  on  apace,  and  I hope  nothing 
will  hinder  or  any  more  stop  it  till  the  whole  is  finished.  Whether  Mr.  Pound  translates  the 
preface  into  I.-atin  or  not,  I am  very  desirous  that  you  should  see  it  in  English  exactly  as  Mr.  Flam- 
steed left  It  before  it  be  printed;  but  if  he  should  go  on  with  the  translation,  il  will  then  be  impos- 
sible to  part  with  the  original;  but,  however,  I Ml  try  at  my  leisure  hours  if  I cannot  transcribe  a 
copy  of  it  for  you.  In  the  meantime  there  is  one  favor  (after  the  many  you  have  already  granted)  I 
must  oak  of  you,  which  X hope,  upon  Mr.  Flamsteed's  account,  you  will  not  deny;  which  is,  that 
you  would  be  pleased  to  write  some  account  of  the  maps  and  planiaphcm.  And  as  the  whole  were 
drawn  by  you,  there  is  no  person  so  fit  to  do  it ; and  when  you  are  (if  you  please  to  do  it)  doing 
this,  perhaps  you  may  think  it  proper  to  say  something  of  Dr.  Halley's  catalogue. 

[Copied  from  the  ari^nod  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.} 


No.  258.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  CrotthuAtit  to  Mr.  A.  S^karp. 

I^ndon,  Oct.  13,  1722. 

Mrs.  Flamsteed  has  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Pound,  in  which,  instead  of  informing  her  when 
he  should  be  able  to  finish  the  preface,  he  told  her  he  had  made  but  little  progress  in  it,  and  could 
not  fix  any  time  when  he  should ; be  likewise  made  a demand  of  several  valuable  books,  as  aUo  a 
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copy  of  all  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  printed  sheets;  the  books  he  said  he  would  return.  Upon  this  unex- 
pected demand^  and  his  making  several  other  trifling  excuses,  ^^n.  Flamsteed  and  Mr.  Hodgaon 
agreed  to  send  a special  messenger  to  him,  with  a letter  to  desire  him  to  return  the  copy  of  the 
preface,  and  what  books  he  had  of  theirs ; which  request  he  complied  with.  So  they  are  now  in 
Mr.  Hodgson's  hands,  who  says  that  one  of  the  grammar-msslcrs  of  their  Hospital  is  translating 
them;  which,  I am  afraid,  will  still  retard  the  publication  much  longer  than  1 expected. 

Hr.  Halley  is  very  sngry,  1 am  informed,  that  1 will  not  sliow  him  your  catalogue  of  the  southern 
stars ; sud  boasts  that  he  ser^'ed  you  v^y  much  in  eorrecling  your  book.  I only  told  the  persou  that 
he  should  not  see  it, till  published,  without  your  consent;  and  that  I thought  he  had  had  time  enough 
in  forty  years  to  have  done  it  anew  himself.  The  nmps  are  not  yet  arrived  from  Amsterdam ; when 
they  do,  they,  with  those  done  by  Vandergucht,  shall  be  sent  you. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles,] 


No.  259.)  Extracl  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Croslhwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Dec.  15,  1722. 

The  reason  that  induced  me  to  print  the  old  catalogues,  was  because  it  was  what  Mr.  Flamsteed 
always  desired  and  intended;  though  1 think  they  arc  of  little  use,  except  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of 
those  who  have  not  the  catalogues  of  those  authors. 

Dr.  Halley  shall  not  see  one  line  of  the  southern  catalogue  before  *tia  published;  and,  indeed,  I 
think  it  ought  not  now  to  go  by  the  name  of  his  catalogue,  since  you  have  been  at  the  pains  to 
calculate  all  anew,  and  to  a diflerent  year:  for  wc  arc  beholden  to  him  only  for  the  observations, 
and  to  you  for  the  catalogue.  And,  therefore,  I think  the  title  ought  to  be,  ” A Catalogue  of  some 
“ of  the  Southern  fixed  Stars  not  visible  in  our  Hemisphere,  calculated  from  Dr.  Halley's 
**  Distances,  and  Mr.  Flamsteed's  Stars'  l*laces,  and  fitted  to  tlie  Year  1726,  by  yourself."  This,  or 
something  like  it,  I hope  you  will  approve  of ; or  any  other  title  that  you  please  to  order,  shall  be 
complied  with. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  260.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Croslkwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Jan.  12,  1722-23. 

As  soon  as  the  planets'  places  are  all  printed  (which  will  not  be  very  long),  I intend  to  print  your 
catalogue;  but  whether  Mrs.  Flamstee<l  and  Mr.  Hodgson  will  agree  to  let  Mr.  Flamsteed's  catalogue 
be  reprinted,  I cannot  yet  tell ; they  seem  unwilUiig  because  of  the  expense.  There  arc  none  of  the 
maps  as  yet  arrived  from  Holland,  though  1 have,  for  a good  while,  expected  four:  the  merchant 
witlr  whom  I left  them  having  wrote  to  his  correspondent  in  I>ondon  that  the  engraver  had  been  with 
him,  and  had  nearly  finished  thent.  1 intend  to  write  to  him  on  Tuesday  next  about  them.  Senex 
proceeds  with  the  hemispheres;  and,  I am  informed,  he  says,  after  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  works  are  pub- 
lished, he  is  to  do  another  set  for  you.  I intend  to  send  you  the  rest  of  the  preface  by  John  Hall, 
or  John  Holdsworth,  (he  first  opportunity. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


354 


[No.  2C1. 


Apptsvix  to  Flarntteefl't  History. 

No.  261.)  ExtracU  of  a leHer  from  Mr.  J.  Crostkwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Grcciiwichf  June  8,  1723. 

i have  long  and  imi>atiently  expected  the  arrival  of  the  proufa  of  the  map«  from  iloUand;  and 
ingtead  of  all  that  I left,  ! have  at  last  received  one,  via.  the  map  of  Gemiui,  which  ia  but  ver)'  indif- 
ferently perfurmed,  though  1 received  a letter  from  thence  some  time  ago,  in  which  1 was  informed 
they  would  he  exceeding  well  jierfonned.  Hut  iindiag  the  contrary,  I luve  retumcti  the  proof  to 
Amsterdam,  aud  have  noted  the  faults  with  red  ink,  in  order  to  have  them  corrected : so  that,  as  yet, 
I have  not  one  to  send  you,  but  hope  1 may  at  the  return  of  the  King*s  yacht  from  Holland. 

• ••»*•#• 

The  preface  is  now  in  the  press,  and  alwut  eight  sheets  of  it  arc  ready  printed  off.  I am  afraid  it 
will  not  be  very  well  translated ; therefore,  to  excuse  Mr.  Flamsteed,  the  world  must  be  iiifunned  in 
w'hat  condition  he  left  it.  In  the  pa{)er,  which  I sent  you  with  an  account  of  Mr.  Fiamsterd’s 
works,  there  is  mention  made  of  tables  of  the  sun's  place  and  declination ; but,  upon  examination, 
1 find  those  who  calculated  them  have  done  them  so  carelepsly,  that  they  arc  not  fit  to  go  abroad 
with  Mr.  Flamsteed's  works.  The  preface  goes  on  but  slowly,  and  the  works  cannot  now  he 
published  till  the  King's  return  from  Hanover ; thmfore  I intend  to  reprint  some  sheets  of  the  cata- 
logue, while  the  press  proceeds  with  the  rest  of  the  preface.  I must  intreat  the  favor,  if  you  have 
wrote  anything  to  be  added  to  the  preface,  that  you  will  please  to  send  it  with  all  couveiiient  speed. 

[Copied  from  the  orifjinal  letter  in  the  possesaiou  of  Mrs.  Gilai.] 


No.  262.)  Extract  of  a tetter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

London,  Aug.  24,  1723. 

The  preface  has  been  out  of  niy  hands  ever  since  I sent  you  the  copy  of  it  For,  at  that  time, 
Mr.  Hodgson  undertook  to  get  it  translated  by  one  of  their  granjmar-mastcrs,  who  prucectlcd  so  far  in 
it,  that,  as  I told  you,  eight  sheds  were  printed  off;  yet,  nolwithstanding,  upon  showing  it  to  Mr. 
Whiston  and  Dr.  Jurin,  they  both  declared  that  lu:  had  mistaken  Mr.  Flamsteed's  meaning,  and  had 
besides  used  improper  Latin ; so  that  it  ia  now  agaiti  at  a stand,  aud  the  whole  must  \¥i  retranslated, 
but  by  whom  I cannot  yet  tell.  Mrs.  Flamsteed  and  Mr.  Hodgson  would  willingly  give  ten  shil- 
lings B sheet  (printed  sheets),  could  they  find  a proper  person  to  do  it.  If  you  kuow  of  any  such 
person  near  you,  I should  be  glad,  for  1 now  despair  of  finding  one  here. 

On  Weduoday  last  arrived  one  of  the  plates  from  Holland,  which  I have  long  expected,  otherw  ise 
V'ou  should  have  had  more  sheets  sent  ere  now ; but  was  unwilling  to  trouble  you  till  I had  one  or 
m<rrc  rasps  to  send  for  your  approbation. 

[Copied  from  the  oriyinai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  263.)  Extract  of  a IcUerfnm  Mr.  J.  Croithteait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Sept.  22,  1723. 

A few  days  before  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th  of  August,  a rclatiou  of  Mrs.  Flamsteed's 
recommended  a }>erson  to  translate  Mr.  Flamsteed's  preface.  I picked  a sheet  out  of  the  middle  ol 
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it,  and  tent  it  him  to  transUtc  at  a specimen,  which  he  hat  performed  and  scut ; and  I have  tince 
waited  on  Mr.  Whitton  with  it  for  hit  approbation.  He  told  me  it  was  excellent  I.«atin,  and  found 
no  fault,  and  hat  promised  to  revise  ail  the  rest;  to  I hope  it  will  at  last  be  well  done.  The  gen- 
tleman’s name  is  .\ndcrsun ; he  lives  in  St.  James’s,  and  is  a prcsbv'terian  minister. 

1 received  yesterday  a proof  of  the  map  of  Aquarius  from  Amsterdam,  which  1 shall  examine,  and 
return  if  I hud  any  faults. 

[Copied  from  the  wi^nal  letter  in  the  posseasion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  264.)  Exiracl  of  a Utter  from  .^fr.  J.  Crosihwait  to  3/r.  A,  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Nov.  30,  1723. 

I returned  the  proof  of  the  map  of  Aqviariut  to  Amtterdam,  there  being  some  omissions  of  small 
stars,  which  I put  to  with  red  ink  upon  it.  I evei^  day  expect  the  return  of  the  plate,  of  which, 
when  it  comes,  I shall  take  care  to  send  you  one,  with  such  other  sheets  a»  I can  come  at,  that  you 
still  want.  Tiiey  proceed  so  very  slow  in  Holland  with  the  maps,  that  I know  not  what  to  do  about 
the  hemispheres,  having  not  yet  sent  them  over.  I had  some  thoughts  of  getting  them  done  in 
liondon,  but  know  not  how  to  trust  Sencx ; and  the  other  engravers  are  so  extravagant  in  their 
prices,  that  there  ia  no  dealing  with  them.  I think  to  try  Mr.  Bowen  and  Mr.  Vertiie  ; the  former 
was  bred  to  a map  engraver,  and  I am  in  hopes  he  may  be  brought  to  reasonable  terms. 

When  I send  your  next  parcel  I shall  send  you  another  catalogue  or  two,  if  you  r«|uire  it, 
supply  the  place  of  that  which  you  must  necessarily  have  spoiled.  Mr.  Anderson  designs  to  scud 
|>art  of  the  preface  next  week  to  the  press ; so  I hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  w'holc  may  be 
hnished.  After  which,  Mrs.  Flamsteed  and  Mr.  Hodgson  intend  to  publish  the  three  volumes  by 
themselves,  and  to  publish  the  maps  alone,  us  soon  after  as  they  can  be  got  ready. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  265.)  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwaii  to  Mr.  A.  Sfu^p. 

Greenwich,  Feb.  10,  1723-24. 

SiK, 

In  a little  time  after  I rurdved  yours,  I also  received  advice  that  another  copper^plate  was 
shipped  at  Amsterdam,  and  have  l)cen  under  very  great  uneasiness  ever  since  for  fear  she  had  been  cast 
away,  she  having  sailed  from  Amsterdam  the  same  day  that  the  King  sailed  from  Helvoet  Sluys.  But 
she  is,  aAcr  having  been  in  very  great  danger,  safely  arrived  in  the  river.  1 hope  to  get  the  plate  out 
of  her  some  day  this  week;  and  then  shall  get  two  or  three  taken  off,  one  of  which  shall  be  sent 
you,  with  such  other  sheets  as  I can  get  at,  and  that  you  still  want  to  complete  your  volumes.  The 
preface  has  been  tn  the  press  some  time,  but  they  proceed  but  very  slowly,  having  hitherto  not  been 
able  to  work  off  more  than  one  sheet  j)cr  week ; what  is  done  of  it,  when  I send  the  map,  shall  come 
along  with  it.  Dr.  Halley,  1 am  informed,  has  got  an  order  (by  the  favor  ami  interest  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Parker)  on  the  Boanl  of  Ordnance  for  X.5(X>,  to  be  by  him  laid  out  in  such  instruments 
as  he  shall  think  proper.  I hojic,  after  he  gets  it,  that  he  will  either  make  new  instruments,  or 
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purchase  Mrs.  Flamsteed's;  the  Utter,  I presume,  he  niav  like  best,  because  he  mar  then  put  some 
of  the  money  in  his  own  pocket.  Dr.  Halley  and  Mr.  Pound  pretend  to  have  seen  the  late  comet; 
though  Mr.  Pound  himself  told  me,  after  it  disappeared,  that  he  could  not  be  sure  (it  appeared  so 
very  small)  whether  it  was  one  or  not.  Notwithstanding  this,  1 am  now  informed  that  he  pretends, 
nay,  has  actually  delivered  in  its  place  to  the  Royal  Society  to  seconds  : it  was  seen  near  some  small 
stars  in  tlie  Dolphin.  I had  not  the  good  fortune  to  see  it : fur,  where  1 live,  1 have  no  conve- 
nience nor  place  to  make  use  uf  a telescope;  and  as  1 never  (inverse  with  Dr.  Hatley,  did  not 
rare  to  go  near  him  u{M>n  that  or  any  other  account.  I am,  Sir,  your  most  obligol  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Crosthwait. 

I hear  Mount  is  going  to  reprint  your  tables.  Yours,  J.  C. 

(Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mni.  Giles.] 


No.  26C.)  Ertrart  of  a leitcr  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthxcaxt  to  Mr,  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  May  18,  172-1. 

i have  lately  received  a proof  of  the  map  of  Cetus  from  Amsterdam;  it  seems  to  be  better  dune 
than  the  map  of  Aquarius,  though  I am  afraid  they  are  neither  of  them  engraved  by  tlu:  same  hand 
as  the  first.  I have  wrote  to  the  merchant  who  made  the  bargain,  to  complain  uf  their  being  ill 
done  ; aiid  hope,  as  he  ia  a ]icrson  of  a considerable  interest  there,  to  have  them  better  dune  fur 
the  future.  I have  met  with  a young  man  in  tlic  Minorica  by  Tower-hill,  just  come  out  of  his  time, 
that  I am  informed  graves  very  well,  and  wants  business  ; 1 have  seen  him,  and  have  agreed  to  let 
him  do  one  map,  which  he  promises  to  perform  as  well  aa  the  first  that  came  from  Holland,  and  at 
the  same  price.  If  he  does,  he  shall  be  kept  constantly  at  work  till  the  whole  be  finished  ; which 
may  prove  a great  advantage  to  a young  beginner,  as  well  as  be  a semce  to  Mrs.  Flamsteed.  There 
was  a scheme  came  out  of  the  late  eclipse  by  Dr.  Halley,  and  another  by  Mr.  Whistnn  : the  Doctor 
published  the  times  of  this ecli(>sc,  and  the  limits  of  the  siiadow,  upou  that  which  be  published  in 
1715:  but,  by  comparing  them  together  he  has  made  the  time  later  in  this  by  near  two  minutes 
than  he  did  in  that ; but  for  what  reason  he  has  made  this  difierencc  I have  not  heard,  (hough  he 
pretends  to  do  both  by  periods. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  267.)  Extreat  of  a lettrr  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  August  1,  1724. 

Nutting,  the  engraver,  is  dead;  so  that  I am  afraid  both  the  oopper-plate  and  the  drawing  arc 
lost ; for  the  landlord  seize^l  and  S4)1d  bis  goods ; and  who  had  the  plate  and  drawing,  I cannot  as 
yet  learn.  Dr.  Halley  has  lately  built  a new  meridian  wall  of  stone;  and,  as  1 am  informed,  has 
a new  cpiadrant  a making,  of  the  same  radius  with  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  arc.  i juesume  his  building 
this  wall  of  stone  is  in  order  to  find  fault  with  ^Tr.  I'lamsteetl  for  having  one  of  brick,  which  was 
more  liable  to  warp;  and  its  being  built  so  near  the  precipice  of  the  hill  caused  it  to  sink,  the  hill 
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being  wsahcd  from  it.  Yet,  for  both  thc»c  accidents,  you  know  Mr.  Flamstectl  has  made  annually 
pro))cr  allowances.  VS'hat  he  designs  to  dn,  I am  satisfied  is  nothing  but  to  cavil  at,  and  unclenalue, 
Mr.  Flamsteed’s  performances;  not  to  rectify  any  mistake,  nor  to  corroborate  and  confirm  wlial 
has  been  already  dune.  1 find  a great  deal  of  trouble  in  dispatching  the  preface;  being  obliged 
to  go  three  times  a week  to  Loudon,  either  to  wait  upon  the  translator  or  printer,  in  order  to 
expedite  it  as  much  aa  possible:  he  sometimes  complaining  of  the  printer,  and  they  as  often  of 
him,  for  delaying  it.  We  have  got  13  sheets  worked  off,  and  hope  we  may  get  two  or  tliree  more 
by  the  14th  : however,  what  is  dune  by  that  time  ahall  be  sent  you. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  268.)  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Cnnthwail  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

London,  Nov.  14,  l’i24. 

Sir, 

Notwithstanding  1 gave  you  notice,  so  long  ago,  that  I had  received  advice  that  the  plate 
was  shipped  at  Amsterdam,  the  ship  did  not  arrive  in  the  river  till  last  week  ; but  her  long  stay, 
before  she  sailed,  haa  made  some  amends:  for  instead  of  one  plate,  1 have  received  two,  and  have 
likewise  got  another  engraved  here,  at  the  same  price,  since  1 wrote  to  you.  They  are  all  three  at 
the  rolling-press,  for  some  proofs  to  be  taken  off;  when  they  arc  taken  1 shall  send  you  one  of  each, 
with  six  sheets  of  imperial  paper,  and  so  much  of  the  preface  as  is  already  printed,  t shall  take 
care  to  send  the  above-mentioned,  with  what  else  is  ready,  and  can  be  come  at,  by  the  proper 
carrier;  of  which  you  shall  have  timely  notice,  from. 

Sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  fcn'ant,  JosEPn  Crosthwait. 

P.S.  The  map,  in  which  Navis  wm  the  principal  figure,  is  entirely  lost. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  269.)  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosiku'oit  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 


Greenwich,  December  20,  1124. 

Sir, 

For  three  weeks  last  past  1 have  attended  on  Mr.  Child,  the  rolling-prcas  man,  for  two  proofs 
of  the  two  ma|»  that  came  last  from  Holland,  and  have  l>ccn  aa  often  disappointed,  both  of  them 
and  some  other  sheets  of  the  third  volumes  already  printed  ; there  being  four  or  five  small  designs 
adspted  to  the  top  of  each  title-page.  These,  as  well  aa  the  figures  of  the  sextant,  are  still 
unprinted  off,  though  he  has  as  often  promlaed  as  I hare  seen  him  to  hasten  them.  We  hive 
likewise  met  with  another  delay  from  Mr.  Anderson  lately  ; who,  aAer  be  had  agreed  for  £1  Is.  for 
translating  and  correcting  every  printed  sheet,  and  after  he  had  received  i*IO  lOs.  of  the  money,  he 
sent  to  let  Mrs.  Flamsteed  know,  except  she  would  give  him  £2  for  every  sheet,  he  would  proceed 
no  further  in  it,  h not  answering  liis  expectation.  After  a stop  of  three  weeks,  and  some  further 
promises,  he  now  proceeds  again,  and  promises  to  finish  by  the  latter  end  of  February  next;  and  I 
hope,  before  the  same  time,  to  get  the  errata  ready,  and  the  designs  rolled  off,  and  the  figures  of 
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the  Ecxtant  aud  mural  arc.  On  Hiuraday  last  I aent  forward  (directed  as  usual)  by  Mr.  Marsden, 
the  Bradford  carrier,  21  sheets  of  the  preface,  and  ida  sheets  of  Urge  imperiat  {taper,  and  cue  dirty 
proof  of  the  map  done  in  I^udon,  of  wliich  I crave  your  opinion ; the  man  being  viilling  to  proceed 
at  £1  each;  hut  wc  shall  not  give  him  another  till  I hear  from  you.  I had  not  troubled  you  with 
this  last  parcel,  till  all  had  been  hnished  that  you  still  want,  but  only  to  assure  you  that  aU  shall 
be  sent  as  soon  as  ever  completed,  by.  Sir,  your  nioel  obliged  humble  servant, 

JosiPH  Ceostbwsit. 

I*  S.  Mr,  Pound  is  dead ; and  I think  Dr.  Halley  is  much  broke  of  late. 

[Copied  from  the  orojirud  letter  in  tJic  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No,  270.)  Extract  of  a tciler  from  Mr.  J.  Crosihwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sfuoyt. 

Greenwich,  April  17,  1725. 

In  my  li^t  I think  I told  you,  that  all  Mr.  Flamsteed's  works  would  be  entirely  hnished  by  the 
end  of  February  last : but  the  tnmsUtur  of  the  preface,  notwithstanding  all  his  promises,  has  still 
two  sbeeti  to  print  He  not  having  performed  his  part  in  time,  has  been  the  rmson  that  I have  not 
sooner  put  you  to  the  expense  and  trouble  of  a letter : but  I can  now  assure  you  that,  Gtal  willing, 
nothing  can  hinder  everything  fnim  lieing  printed  by  the  30th  of  this  instant.  After  which  everv 
(immediately)  thing  that  you  want  shall  be  scut  you ; though,  in  the  mean  time,  I should  take  it  as 
a favor  if  you  would  be  pleased  to  let  me  have  a particular  account  of  what  you  have  received  of 
each  volume. 

Mrs.  Flamsteed  and  Mr.  Hndgaoii  have  determined  not  to  let  Mr.  Flamsteed's  letter  to  Dr. 
Wallis  go  along  with  the  preface,  though  1 am  sure  he  intended  it  should;  for  what  reason  I know 
iK»t.  I doubt  not  but  you  have  perused,  and  fully  considered,  what  Mr.  Flamsteed  has  therein 
oflered,  because  in  a letter  of  yours,  Sept  1719,  you  accm  to  press  him  to  make  it  more  public,  by 
letting  it  go  in  the  preface. 

[Copied  from  the  originai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No,  271.)  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  Croslhtcait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  June  19,  1725. 

Sir, 

Being  just  now  very  busy  in  sorting  Mr.  Flamsteed's  books  for  the  booksellers,  I have  only 
time  to  inform  you,  that  wc  did  not  receive  all  from  the  printer,  and  rolling-presa,  till  late  on 
Tlmrsday  at  night ; and  that  yesterday  I went  to  London  (on  |mrpoae)  and  delivered,  I hope,  all 
that  vou  want  to  complete  your  three  volumes,  to  Joa,  Holdsworth,  Bradford  carrier,  and  directed 
them  as  usual.  The  errata  to  the  third  volume  is  not  yet  come  from  Mr.  .\ndcrson;  I have  sent 
vuu  Uie  preface  complete , so  if  you  please  to  draw  the  map  of  Navis,  &c.,  you  may,  if  yon  think  6t, 
rciutn  the  sheets  of  the  Latin  preface  1 formerly  sent.  In  the  top  of  the  first  sheet  of  your  cata- 
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logue,  for  “ distant  a polo  B,**  it  should  have  been  “ A but  this  you  can  amend  with  your  pen 
better  than  t.  There  is  another  matcn&l  fault  in  the  title  of  one  of  your  table*  that  were  first 
printed;  which,  if  you  have  not  discovered,  1 shall  send  you  in  my  next,  as  well  as  an  account  of 
the  maps,  and  ererythiiig  else ; which  account  you  ntay  apeedily  expect  from. 

Your  most  obliged  bumhic  servant,  Josepii  Crosthwait. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  272.)  Ijpiler  from  A/r.  J.  Crofihvait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  July  24,  1725. 

Sia. 

Y'ours  of  the  'tOth  of  June  came  safe  to  hand,  and  I am  sorry  to  find  thereby  that  you 
apprehend  I have  picked  all  the  tom  shceta,  in  order  to  patch  up  a fresh  catalogue  for  you : when, 
on  the  contrary,  in  all  the  parcels  I have  sent,  I have  constantly  endeavured  to  send  the  best  I 
could  find  in  the  bundle  opened  for  that  purpt^.  If  you  please  to  review  the  catalog^ic  formerly  sent 
you,  you  will  sec  the  reason  why  so  many  half  sheets  are  cancelled : the  following  half>shcets  and 
sheets  have  been  re-printcd  ; viz.,  sheets  H,  £,  P,  11 ; the  sheets  U and  M ; the  half  sheets  fol.  15, 
43,  51,  55;  so,  when  I send  you  tlie  other  catalogue,  you  must  expect  to  see  some  more  cancelled, 

I hope,  in  the  title  to  the  Catalogue  of  the  Southern  fixed  Stars,  I have  not  disobliged  Mr.  Sharp ; 
and  as  for  Ur.  Halley,  I regard  him  nut.  As  for  the  maps,  I thought  I bad  sent  you  proofs  of  six ; 
vU.  of  the  four  done  in  Holland,  and  of  the  two  done  by  Vandergucht.  The  other  done  here,  no 
other  proof  has  as  yet  been  taken  oif,  besides  those  I sent  you  : ai>d  the  plates  not  being  in  my 
custody,  E cannot  command  them  when  I please. 

Mrs.  Flamsteed  (by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Hodgson)  and  Mr.  Hodgson  have  put  a total  stop  to  the 
engraving  any  more  of  the  maps,  ever  since  before  Christmas : not  being  willing,  for  some  time,  to 
advance  any  more  money  about  them : and  whether  ever  they  will  be  at  the  charge  of  doing  them 
all,  1 cannot  yet  infomt  you.  However,  E have  pressed  the  doing  of  the  two  hemispheres,  as  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  be  immediately  finished : nay,  1 went  so  far  us  to  (cU  Mrs.  Flamsteed,  that  had  it 
not  been  on  Mr.  Flamsteed's  and  her  account,  you  might  have  had  them  done  before  now,  and  might 
have  raised  considerable  advantage  fay  them.  The  northern  hemisphere  U now  in  the  hands  of  the 
fierson  that  did  the  map  here  ; and  he  has  promised  to  exceed  that,  by  much,  in  the  goodness  of  the 
work.  Dr.  Halley  has  got  a quadrant  of  eight  feet  radius  made ; and  Mr.  Graham,  the  clock-maker, 
is  now  a dividing  of  it  in  the  great  room. 

The  three  volumes  of  Mr.  Kiamsteed's  works  are  sold  for  eight  guineas  in  sheets;  and  the 
allowance  to  booksellers  is  one  set  of  books  in  seven.  1 wish  they  may  sell : 1 advised  the  selling 
them  at  six  guineas  in  sheets,  but  that  was  thought  loo  low  a price.  I hav'C  some  thoughts  of  going 
into  Cumberland  very  speedily,  to  sec  an  ancient  mntlicr,  whom  I have  not  seen  in  seventeen  years ; 
and  if  I should  hap;>en  to  go  or  return  through  Yorkshire,  perhaps  I may  make  bold  to  trouble 
you  with  a visit  If  any  bookscUcra  of  your  acquaintance  can  dis|K)«e  of  some  sets  of  the  books, 
please  to  give  notice  as  soon  as  possible  (that  I may  acquaint  Mrs.  Flamsteed  with  it)  to 

Sir,  your  must  obliged  humble  servant,  Joskpo  Chosiiiw.vit. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  possession  of  ^f^s.  Giles  ] 
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No.  2"3. ) Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Croslkttmi  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Not.  20,  1725. 

Since  my  relum  I Inite  been  examining  and  cumpariag  the  tingle  ma()«  and  the  hemitpheret 
together,  and  find  they  arc  not  drawn  agreeable  the  om*  to  the  other.  The  tingle  mapa  are  dnwu 
to  represent  the  images  to  ua  as  they  really  appear  on  the  concave  tide  of  the  globe ; and  the  l»emi- 
itphcrca  are  done  aAer  the  manmr  of  llerclius,  &c.,  on  the  convex  tide.  I with  they  could  still  be 
done  otherw  ise  : I hope  ’tia  not  yet  too  late. 

[Co])icd  from  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  posseuion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  274.)  Letter  from  Mr.  Crestkwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Jan  25,  1725-26. 

Sir, 

I am  very  sorry  to  find  by  yours  that  the  dizzincas  of  your  head  rather  increases  than  abalea : 
*lia  what  Mr.  Flamsteed,  about  your  age,  frequently  complained  of;  and  the  more  when  he  tat 
down  to  read  or  write  any  considerable  time.  And  I doubt  not  but  the  increase  of  yours  is  owuig  to 
your  hard  studies,  which  you  ought  not  to  think  of  pursuing  with  the  same  application  as  heretofore. 
As  for  the  ]>lanisplieret,  1 should  never  have  thought  of  troubling  you  about  them  any  further ; for  1 
would  ha\'e  had  them  sold  separate  from  the  other  maps : and  my  pressing  this,  and  urging  them  being 
drawn  different  finm  the  particular  ma(>s,  and  the  stars  being  rectified  to  1726,  pul  Mrs  Flam- 
steed and  Mr.  Hodgson  upon  me  to  try  if  you  would  undertake  to  do  them  anew.  Tlic  uorthem 
hemisphere  is  already  engraved ; a proof  of  which  (as  soon  as  I cun  get  one),  and  two  or  three  utlier 
maps,  I shall  send  for  your  approbation  : I have  seen  but  one  dirty  proof  yet  of  tlic  hemisphere.  I 
acquainted  Mrs. Flamsteed  and  Mr.  Hodgson  with  my  sending  you  Bishop  Burnet’s  History;  and 
cxpectetl,  knowing  how  much  they  were  indebted  to  you,  that  they  would  have  readily  made  you  a 
present  of  it ; but  they  never  once  offered  it,  though  ’tis  such  a trific.  . This  I did  to  try  what  may 
be  expected  from  some  people  when  they  have  got  their  business  done. 

I am  much  obliged  to  you  fur  the  kind  offer  you  are  pleased  to  make  of  the  small  quadrant ; *tis 
what  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  me,  and  (he  more  as  it  Is  of  your  own  making.  If  you  please,  at 
your  leisure,  to  send  the  map  along  with  the  quadrant,  you  will  still  more  oblige  your  most 
obliged  bumble  servant, 

Joseph  Crosthwait. 

P.S.  The  proposals  for  doing  the  maps  by  subscription  were  done  in  my  absence.  I know  not 
of  any  of  the  maps  that  are  to  be  left  out : all  that  you  drew  must  be  engraved. 

You  need  not  give  yourself  any  trouble  about  paying  for  Burnet’s  History,  for  I always  designeil 
to  make  you  a present  of  them,  if  they  did  not ; therefore  I hope  you  will  please  to  accept  of 
them  from  J.  C. 

[Copied  from  the  origincU  letter  in  the  jiosscssiou  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 
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No.  215.)  Ejriract  of  a Utter  from  Mr.  J.  CrosthuioU  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  March  12,  1125-20. 

Mrs.  Flanuteed  being  absent  in  London  has  prevented  me  sending  you  such  proofs  of  the  tnaps 
as  she  lias  by  her ; but  she  beiug  expected  home  tliis  evening  without  fail,  1 shall  send  forward 
some  of  them  on  Thursday  next,  directed  and  marked  as  usual,  without  furtlicr  advice.  I know 
little  or  nothing  of  Dr.  Halley,  except  that  he,  underhand,  hinders  the  sale  of  Mr.  Flanistccd’e 
lioaks  as  much  as  he  can  : but  thU  U no  more  than  what  1 always  expected.  I am  informed  by 
one,  whom  he  takes  for  hia  friend,  that  he  is  very  angry  with  me,  and  says  he  never  expected  they 
would  have  been  published  : and  being  disappointed  in  this,  I presume  he  will  spend  the  remainder 
of  his  time  in  endeavoring  to  Bnd  faults.  There  is  a new  edition  of  Sir  Isaac’s  Principia  coming 
out  by  a gentleman  of  Cambridge. 

[Copied  fhim  the  ori^nal  letter  in  the  poasesaion  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  216.)  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthmait  to  Me,  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  October  15,  1126. 

A little  while  after  the  receipt  of  your  last,  our  engraver,  Mr.  Mynde,  took  a country  journey 
without  giving  us  any  notice  of  it;  where  he  continued  above  a month : which  gave  me  no  small 
uneasiness,  for  I was  afrakl  his  bad  circumstances  had  obliged  him  to  go  off.  And  what  confirmed 
me  the  more  in  this  opinion  was,  the  orders  he  hod  left  at  his  lodgings,  not  to  let  me  know  that 
he  was  absent;  but  as  ofUn  as  1 came  there,  to  tell  me  be  was  gone  out  about  business.  However, 
he  is  returned  ; and  I have  got  proofs  of  three  maps,  fix.  of  Herculea,  Andromeda,  and  Pisces.  I 
trot  them  of  him  but  on  Thursday  last. 

[Copied  from  the  ort^'ruil  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  211.)  Extract  (f  a letter  from  Mr.  J.  Crosthwaii  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Sept.  23,  1127 

On  Thursday  last  I delivered  to  Sam.  Hagas,  Bradford  carrier,  six  books  of  your  Geonxetry 
ImprnveHy  together  with  five  maps,  viz.  Bootes,  Cepheus,  Cygnus,  Aqnila,  and  Hydra ; directed  to 
Mr.  Benjamin  Bartlett,  as  usual.  The  maps  are  no  more  than  imperfect  proof  sheets,  therefore 
you  may  use  (hem  as  such ; they  being  sent  only  to  show  you  what  is  already  done ; fur  Mril. 
Flamsteed  has  not  suffered  any  besides  to  be  yet  taken  off.  But,  I bcUeve,  after  her  return  from 
Windsor,  where  she  now  is,  which  will  be  about  the  15th  of  next  month,  the  plates  will  all  be  sent 
to  the  press;  and  then  you  may  depend  upon  having  the  number  so  often  promised. 

[Copied  from  the  ori^nai  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles  ] 
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No.  278.)  Leiitr  from  Mr.  J.  CrosthiPiut  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 


Greenwich,  Dec.  6,  1727. 

SiK, 

Being  wearied  out  by  the  dilalorinc»B  of  our  iirusciit  engraver,  and  believing  that  hia 
Aniahing  the  southern  hemisphere,  with  what  he  has  besides,  might  pruve  a work  of  near  another 
year,  the  thoughts  of  this  put  me  upon  trying,  amongst  the  trade,  to  sec  if  I could  find  a projier 
person  that  would  do  it  at  his  terms.  I applied  myself  to  Mr.  Vandergucht,  and  agreed  with  him 
something  cheaper;  and  f am  sure  be  is  capable  of  performing  it  much  better  (this  I did  but  a few 
days  after  the  receipt  of  your  last)  than  Mr.  Mynde.  For  Uwas  he  tliat  did  the  maps  of  Taurus  and 
Leo,  which  I think  are  much  the  best  dune  of  any ; but  hu  price,  at  that  time,  was  very  extrava* 
gant,  or  else  he  had  dune  them  idl.  I had  troubled  you  with  this  account  before  now,  had  I been 
able  to  write;  but  it  has  pleased  God  to  visit  me  with  a violent  fit  of  sickness,  which  has  confined 
me  to  my  bed  and  a room  for  these  seventeen  days  last  past.  I am  now  pretty  well  recovered,  but 
am  very  low  and  weak,  and  am  not  yet  able  to  get  down  stairs. 

Last  night  I received  a letter  from  Mr.  Vandcigucht,  giving  me  notice  that  he  has  engraved  all 
the  lines  and  stars  in  the  southern  hemisphere,  and  Umt  he  can  proceed  no  further  till  I can  be  with 
him  to  assist  him  in  tracing  in  the  images ; this  1 shall  comply  with  as  soon  as  ever  1 am  able.  1 
hope  you  will  excuse  this  trouble  given  by.  Sir,  your  must  obliged  humble  sen’ant, 

JOSEPU  CUOSTHWAIT. 


P.S.  Mr.  Hodgson  informs  me  tliat  Mf.  Machin  is  going  to  publish  a new  theory  of  the  moon  : 
Mr.  Whistou  is  now  sure  of  the  longitude,  consequently  of  the  reward,  as  he  imagiur^. 

[Copied  from  the  on<^'naf  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  270.)  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  CrosUiwait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Aug.  8,  1728. 

SlK, 

I doubt  not  but  you  have  long  impatiently  expectetl  the  maps ; but  primers*  promises  I find 
arc  not  to  be  depended  upon : for  though  I have  never  failed  attending  twice  a week,  yet  we  have 
still  two  plates  to  take  off;  which  I hope  I shall  get  done  next  week,  and  then  you  shall  soon  have 
your  number  sent  you.  You  formerly  sent  me  an  account  of  what  you  thought  proper  to  he  printed 
before  the  maps.  1 should  be  glad  to  know  if  you  have  anything  more  which  you  would  have 
added  to  it : if  you  have,  I should  be  glad  to  have  it  before  your  other  ia  printed  off.  Dr.  llalley  has 
got  an  additional  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  Navy  Office,  yet 
keeps  no  assistant.  This  Mr.  Molincux  got  done  for  him  a little  before  liis  death.  I ho})e  this  will 
find  you  in  good  health,  as  it  leaves,  Sir,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

JosEPU  Ckosthwait. 

[Copied  from  the  original  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.) 
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Letter  frtm  Mr.  J.  Crost/wait  to  Mr.  A.  Sharp. 

Greenwich,  Aug.  29,  1730. 

Sir, 

Tit  now  a long  time  since  I did  myself  the  pleasure  to  write  to  Mf4  Sliarp : the  only  reason 
and  excuse  I can  make  U,  that  I luve  met  with  nothing  to  cummuuicatc  worth  either  your  ex(>enae  or 
trouble.  I hear  of  nothing  new  in  mathcroatics.  Dr.  Halley,  Mr.  Machin,  and  Mr.  W’liiaton,  are 
all  endeavoring  to  find  the  longitude  in  order  to  obtain  JC’2U,000.  You  and  I have  labored  for 
Mr.  Flamsteed  for  about  ten  years;  and  our  reward,  so  often  promised,  is  at  last  befallen  us. 
Mra.  Flamsteed  died  the  29th  ult.,  and  has  given  Mr.  Hodgson*s  son  (a  few  legacies  excepted)  all 
from  her  own  relatjons;  and  to  you  nor  1 not  one  farthing.  For  all  my  time  spent,  and  all  my  own 
expenses  in  attending  the  printing  and  maps,  I never  had  any  allowance,  besides  losing  two  places 
which  were  offered  me;  one  in  the  Ordnance  Office  of  £$0  per  annum,  which  1 refused  at  her 
request,  in  order  to  help  complete  Mr.  Flamsteed’s  works.  What  has  induced  her  to  act  so 
dishonestly  by  us  at  last,  except  it  was  that  she  had  no  further  occasion,  I cannot  apprehend. 
Could  Mr.  Flamsteed  have  foreseen  her  gratitude,  I am  confident  he  would  not  have  left  it  in  her 
power ; neither  should  you  nor  I ; for  we  ought  to  have  made  a bargain  with  her  first,  but  'tis  now 
too  late.  Young  Hodgson  informs  me  he  has  a ring  at  your  service.  If  you  please  to  accept  it,  let 
me  know  to  whom  you  would  have  it  delivered,  and  it  shall  be  given  to  the  person  hy,  Sir,  your 
most  obbged  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Crosthwait. 

[Copied  from  the  oriijinal  letter  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles.] 


No.  281.)  Lettfir  from  Mrs.  Fhmsiced  to  Vice-Chanceilor  of  Oxford, 

[In  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford  there  is  a copy  of  Halley’s  edition  of  the  Historia  Calesth 
in  1712,  presented  hy  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  which  is  written  the  following  memorandum:  vix. 
**  Exemplar  hoc  HisUrriee  Cecierrir,  quod  in  ffiesauraria  Regia  adsenrabatur,  ct  cum  paucia  aliis, 
“ vitavenit  tram  et  itjntm  Flamstedianxiftx^  Bibliotheca  Bodlciana  debet  honorabili  admodum  viro 
“ Roberto  Walpole,  Seaccarii  Cancellario,  &c.  Non.  Maii  MDCCXXV.**  And  the  following 
letter,  from  Mrs.  Flamsteed  to  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University,  is  likewise  pasted  in  the  book.] 


Greenwich,  March  the  22nd,  1726. 


RBVKRRNn  Sir, 

I had  the  honor  of  yours,  dated  Nov.  the  7th,  in  which  you  were  pleased  to  mention  the 
favourable  acceptance  of  throe  volumes  of  the  Historia  Car/crft'r,  transmitted  by  the  late  Lrird 
Bishop  of  Chester.  I have  been  since  told  that  there  remains  in  your  public  library  one  volume, 
printed  in  the  year  1712,  which  passes  as  the  genuine  work  of  Mr.  Flamsteed’s.  I most  humbly 
intreat  that  you  will  please  to  order  that  single  volume  to  be  removed  out  of  your  public  library,  the 
greatest  part  of  which  is  nothing  more  Uian  an  erroueoua  abridgment  of  Mr.  Flamsteed's  works; 
he  not  being  concerned  in  the  printing  any  more  of  that  hook  than  97  sheets;  the  rest  being  done 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent : which  97  sbeeta,  upon  examination  and  comparing,  will  be 
found  all  that  agrees  with  those  three  volumes  which  had  the  honor  to  be  received  by  the  Uni- 
versity. 
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I must  further  add  that  if  that  aingle  volume  had  been  fit  to  have  aeeD  the  light,  Mr.  Fiaroetced 
had  never  been  at  the  trouble  and  expenae  to  have  printed  hit  own  work*,  without  any  allowance 
fur  «o  chargeable  an  undertaking. 

I beg  your  pardon,  Reverend  Sir,  forgiving  you  thia  trouble;  and  I persuade  myself  you  will 
easily  excuse  me,  when  yon  consider  that  I am  under  an  obligation  not  only  to  do  justice  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Flamsteed,  but  also  to  prevent  the  world’s  being  imposed  upon  by  a false 
impression. 

I am,  with  great  respect.  Reverend  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Maegarkt  Flamsteed. 

7b  iV  Reti^end  Dr.  MaXher^  Vicc^ChatictUor  of  Oxfordy 
at  Corpus-Chrisli  CoUe^y  Oxford. 
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PART  II 


Flamsteed’s  British  Catalogue,  correrted  and  enlarged:  with  an  Introductiun, 
liy  the  Elditor,  describing  the  mode  in  which  it  was  originally  constnictetl,  and 
the  method  pursued  in  making  the  present  corrections,  and  additions. 

TO  WHICH  ARK  ANNKXKD, 

Various  Elites,  at  the  end,  explanatory  of  the  several  alterations  note  made  in 
the  Catalogue ; together  with  a few  useful  Tables,  amongst  which  are 
some  intended  to  assist  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  examine  more  minutely 
the  original  Obsen'ations. 
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IntrodufliuH  lo  the  liuiTisH  Cataukjve. 


The  British  CAXALoorE  of  Flamstti-d  is  ono  of  the  proudest  produetions  of 
the  lioyul  Observatory  at  fireeiiwieli,  considering  the  age  in  which  it  appNired ; 
for  it  should  be  always  borne  in  mind  that  he  comnieneed  his  lalwrs  under  a 
variety  of  new  cireumstauces,  and  under  great  and  inuuifuld  disadvantages.  And 
if  some  errors  are  discoveml)le  in  his  w'orks,  they  should  not  be  wholly  iinpnte*! 
either  to  his  own  negligence  or  to  that  of  his  computers,  but  greatly  to  the  various 
difficulties  with  which  he  hud.  all  through  life,  to  contend.  “ He  walked  in  an 
" almost  untrodden  |>ath,  Ijeing  one  of  the  first  who  made  u.se  of  telescopic  sights 
" for  these  pur|Hises:*  anil,  for  the  first  thirteen  year.s,  mea.sureil  the  relative  dia- 
“ tances  of  the  stars  from  each  other  in  every  oblique  direction,  with  a sextant. 
“ This  sextant,  indeed,  was  affixed  to  a jatlar  axis,  by  which  the  olwervations 
“ themselves  were  rendered  mon;  convenient,  but  which  called  for  a very  ttslious 
" and  intricate  trigonometrical  calculation  to  reduce  them  to  right  ascension  and 
“ north  |Kjlar  distance.  When  afterwards,  in  the  year  1089,  he  set  up  his  seven- 
■'  feet  mural  arc,  it  was  not  such  as  we  now  have,  but  one  contrived  and  divided 
“ partly  by  himself,  udthout  any  help  but  the  strengtli  of  his  own  genius,  to  rectify 
“ or  allow  for  those  errors  of  collimation,  want  of  parallelism  in  his  telesco|>e  to  the 
“ plane  of  the  instnimcnt,  or  of  truth  in  the  limb  itself,  the  accuracy  of  which  is 
“ so  necessary  to  a perfect  observation.  Neither  was  the  effect  of  refraction 
“ sufficiently  ascertaiueil  in  his  days,  much  less  the  ala-rration  of  light,  the 
“ nutation  of  the  earth's  axis,  and  those  little  eejuations  which  are  now  so  well 
" known  to  be  requisite  to  the  making  of  a right  deduction.  All  these  mattei-s 
“ deserve  to  lai  taken  into  account : and  when  two  adjoining  stars  are  found  to 
“ disagree,  it  should  lie  considered  that  they  may  have  la*n  deduced  from  obser- 
“ rations  made  in  very  different  ways,  totally  iude|iendcnt  of  each  other ; so  that 
“ it  is  really  more  surprising  that  there  should  !«•  found  usually  so  gr»-at  an 
“ agreement  with  subsequent  observations,  than  that  there  should  be  discovensl 
“ some  differences.”  f 

• HU  ilUtingaishei)  contemporary,  Heveliui,  rcfuHsl  to  adopt  the  use  of  the  lelcicope;  and 
maintained  that  he  could  obeerve  aa  accurately  without  the  aid  of  such  an  instrument  as  he  could 
with  its  assistance : a circumstance  which  docs  not  speak  much  in  favor  either  of  the  precision  or 
the  wants  of  the  age. 

t Wollaston's  Specimen  of  a Genera/  Artronomicai  Cata/oguc : folio,  1*389,  Preface. 
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At  tlie  time  when  Flamsteed  commenced  his  astronomical  career,  the  only 
catalogue  in  general  use  was  that  of  Tycho  lirahe,  published  at  tlie  commence- 
ment of  the  17th  century,  and  containing  somewhere  alK)Ut  l(KX)  stars ; whose 
positiotis  could  not  have  l)een  very  accurately  determined,  since  the  observations 
were  made  with  the  naked  eye,  and  with  instruments  coarsely  divided.*  Without 

* The  publication  of  a correct  and  complete  catalogue  of  the  atan  obeened  by  Tycho  would  be 
very  desirable,  as  I fear  there  ia  no  auch  extant:  for  I am  informed  by  Profeasor  Rigaud,  that  he  hus 
recently  discovered, in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  an  original  MS  of  Tycho  Brahi-’s  Catalogue, 
which  ia  marked,  apparently  in  Tycho’*  own  handwriting,  “ ppria  manu.**  Ami,  on  refmmg,  at 
my  requeat,  to  this  MS  catalogue  for  the  elucidation  of  some  obscure  points,  Profesaor  Rigaud  met 
with  several  discordances  from  tlie  printed  copies.  He  was  also  kind  enough  to  communicate  to 
me  the  following  remarks  relative  to  this  manuscript. 

**  Tycho  Brahe  gave,  in  his  Progt/mnasmatay  the  longitudes  and  latitudes  of  111  stars:  and  Flam* 
**  steed  conceived  {Proleg.  page  91)  that  Kepler  had  extended  the  catalogue  to  1000,  from  Tycho's 
'*  observations.  But  I find  that  the  extension  was  made  from  some  copy  of  this  catalogue : at  least 
“ there  is  uot  an  exception  of  a dozen  stars.  Kepler,  however,  has  introduced  some  alterations  : and 
**  Flamsteed  has  made  up  the  catalogue,  which  he  has  given  us,  Irom  these  two  sources.  As  fur  as 
**  the  I^ogymtuumata  go,  he  has  followed  it  without  adopting  Kepler’s  alterations;  aud  all  the  addi- 
**  lions  arc,  as  entirely,  copied  from  the  Rudolphinc  Tables.  But,  it  is  singular  that  he  has  not  begun 
^ to  introduce  these  udditious  till  he  oomrs  to  Ursa  Afajor : so  that  he  entirely  omits  42  stars,  which 
'*  Tycho  had  added  to  the  zodiacal  constellations,  and  to  that  of  Una  Afinor.  This  is  the  more 
**  remarkable  because,  in  the  British  Catalogue,  there  is  a column  marked  * Tycho:*  which  thus 
**  contains  references  to  stars  that  arc  not  to  be  found  in  Flamsteed’s  odition  of  Tycho's  catalogue. 

There  is  another  omiseion  that  Flamsteed  has  made  (in  common  with  Kepler),  which  may 
**  deserve  attention.  Tycho,  in  his  ProgymnasmatOy  has  marked  a number  of  the  stars  thus  ( I ), 
“ when  they  were  a little  exceeding  the  magnitude  which  he  had  assigned  to  them : and  with  ( ' ),  when 
**  they  were  a little  less.  This  probably  was  not  much  attended  to  in  Flamsteed’s  time ; but  it  may 
**  aiaist  us,  at  the  present  day,  in  tracing  out  the  variation  which  may  have  taken  place  in  the  ap)kg- 
**  rent  magnitude  of  particular  stars.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  an  alluw’ance  to  l>c  made  for  the 
“ imperfection  of  instruments,  Tycho’s  estimate  of  the  relative  magnitudes  of  what  he  observed 
**  seems  to  have  admitted  of  great  precision.  I do  not  mean  that  what  he  might  have  called  of  the 
**  4th  or  5th  magnitude,  would  be  exactly  so  called  by  modem  astronomers ; but  if  we  hnd  4*4  4 : 

affixed  to  stars,  of  which  the  first  should  now  be  found  larger  than  the  third,  there  could  be  little 
“ doubt  but  that  some  change  has  taken  place  in  them.** 

It  were  much  to  be  wished  that  some  astronomer*  would  take  up  this  interesting  branch  of  inquiry; 
for  the  elucidation  of  which  this  newly  discovered  MS  of  Tycho’s  catalogue  would  aiTurd  them  much 
information.  Sir  W.  Herschel  accomplished  a great  deal  tn  this  matter;  but  an  additional  interest 
would  be  given  to  the  subject  by  comparing  his  remarks  with  those  of  Tycho.  It  appears,  from 
Gassendi's  life  of  Tycho,  that  he  had  sent  dififerent  MS  catalogues  to  distinguished  persons, 
at  various  times,  and  in  different  stages  of  improvement : and  probably  the  Oxford  MS  may  be  one 
of  these,  for  Professor  Rigaud  informs  me  that  it  originally  belonged  to  a Venetian  nobleman. 
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clocks,  without  telescopes,  without  micrometers,  without  any  previous  knowledge 
of  the  correct  motions  of  the  heavenly  botlies,  without  any  of  those  aids,  indeed, 
which  facilitate  the  observations  of  the  modern  astronomer,  Tycho  attempted 
by  new  anil  untried  methods  to  jierfect  his  catalogue.  In  order  to  deduce  the 
longitude  of  a few  principal  and  fundamental  stars,  he  conceived  (or  revivetl) 
the  happy  idea  of  observing  by  day  the  |K>sition  of  Venus  with  resjiect  to  the 
sun,  and  by  night  her  position  with  respect  to  such  of  the  above-mentioned  stars 
as  might  be  then  visible. 

“ Lorsque  Venus  avait  unc  hauteur  assez  considerable  pour  ne  pas  craindre  les 
“ refractions,  il  eii  prenait  la  distance  au  soleil  avee  tin  se.vtaut,  qui  lui  doiinait 
*'  les  minutes,  et  meme  quelques  fractious.  Ce  sextant  avait  une  alidade  fixe, 
“ au  moyen  de  la(|uelle  un  observateur  visait  a Venus,  it  travers  les  pinnules; 
" uu  second  observateur  regardait  Tombre  du  soleil  sur  une  alidade  mobile. 
“ Outre  la  distance  reeijiroque,  on  mesurait  aussi  les  deux  hauteurs,  et  quelqiie- 
“ fois  les  azimuts.  On  ne  negligait  ni  les  declinations  aiix  amiilles  equatoriales, 
“ ni  les  hauteurs  meridiennes,  qu’on  mesurait  au  quart  de  cercle.  La  nuit  des 
“ que  le  soleil  etait  plonge  sous  I'horizon,  et  permettait  de  voir  les  etoiles,  on  se 
“ hdtait  de  les  comparer  ii  Venus.  On  prenait  de  nouveau,  et  toujours  avec  le 
“ meme  soin,  des  distances,  des  hauteurs,  des  azimuts,  des  declinations,  et  des 
“ liauteurs  meridiennes.  On  tenait  comptc  des  petits  mouveinens  ; on  avait  ainsi 
“ les  ascensions  droites,  et  les  decliuaisons ; et  enfin  les  longitudes  et  les  lati- 
“ tudes.  C'est  ainsi  que  Tj’cho  detemiina  quelques  etoiles  brillantes,  en  prit  les 
“ distances  reciproi|ue8,  et  les  rapporta  toutes  a la  luisante  du  Belier,  qu’il  crut, 
“ avec  rai.son,  preferable  ii  la  petite  etoile  voisiue,  dont  Copernic  s’etait  .servi.”  * 

It  was  with  such  elements  as  these,  and  with  a catalogue  of  stars  detennineil 
in  this  manner, t that  the  physical  astronomer  hod,  at  that  time,  to  contend,  in 
Ids  investigations  relative  to  the  motions  of  the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  planets; 
for,  it  is  well  known  that,  without  a correct  catalogue  of  stars,  his  labor  is  but  a 

• Delambre's  de  Mwierne.  vol.  1,  page  IT?. 

t The  catalogue  of  Heveliua  wa«  not  publiahed  till  the  year  1690  j and  was  not  to  be  procured  in 
England  till  many  years  after,  and  then  with  much  trouble;  «o  thatTycho’a  might  he  considered  as 
the  only  one  known  here  at  this  interesting  period.  In  a letter  from  Dr.  Wallis  toMr.  Waller,  dated 
June  25,  1695,  he  says,  that  he  hears  that  Hevclius's  catalogue  of  stars  has  been  abroad  for  a year  or 
more;  but  has  not  heard  of  any  coming  to  England,  except  one  that  Dr.  Gregory  got  from  Holland. 
And  in  a subsequent  letter,  dated  August  27,  in  the  same  year,  he  repeats  the  same  complaint. 
These  facta  arc  easenbal  to  be  known,  in  order  to  acquire  a true  knowledge  of  the  history  and  state 
of  the  science  at  that  period. 

3 B 
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vuin  and  almost  fruitless  attempt  at  minute  ai;curacy,  since  the  whole  planetary 
system  is  involved  in  eijual,  if  not  greater  uncertainty.*  But  Flamsteed's 
observations,  by  a fortunate  combination  of  circumstances,  commenced  a new 
and  a brilliant  era:  for  it  happened  that,  at  that  period,  the  powerful  mind  of 
Xewtun  was  directed  to  this  subject ; a mutual  and  a friendly  intercourse  then 
existed  between  these  two  distinguished  characters  ; and  thus  the  first  observa- 
tions that  could  lay  any  claim  to  accuracy,  were  at  once  brought  in  aid  of  those 
deep  researches  in  which  our  illustrious  geometer  was  then  engaged.  The  first 
edition  of  the  Principia  Wars  testimony  of  the  assistance  afforded  by  Flamsteed 
to  Newton  in  these  inquiries ; although  the  former  considers  tliat  the  acknow- 
ledgment is  not  so  ample  as  it  ought  to  have  Wen.t 

The  principal  instrument,  with  which  Flamsteed  made  his  observations  (at 
least,  those  from  which  the  British  Catalogue  is  deduced),  was  tlic  mural  arc 
divided  by  Mr.  Abraham  Sharp ; and  which  is  amply  described  in  the  Prole- 
gomena to  the  third  volume  of  the  Historia  Calestis.  The  observations  them- 
selves, in  the  order  in  which  tliey  were  made,  are  recorded  in  the  second  volume 
of  the  same  work.  Flamsteed’s  mode  of  reducing  his  observations  was  very 
different  from  that  pursued  at  the  present  day.  Fortunately  the  original  com- 
putation-book (MSS,  vol.  23,)  in  which  the  results  of  the  major  part  of  his 
calculations  are  given,  still  exists,  the  whole  very  neatly  and  legibly  written  by 
Flamsteed  himself ; and  we  are  thus  enabled  to  follow  him  tlwough  the  various 
steps  of  his  process,  and  thus  detect  the  existence  and  the  source  of  any  error.  It 
may  perhaps  interest  and  instruct  the  reader  if  a specimen  of  his  mode  of  pru- 

* See  numerous  instances  of  the  errors  of  the  |)lanctary  epheraerides,  quoted  by  Flamsteed  in  the 
preceding  History  of  his  own  life ; and  in  the  Appendix. 

t The  second  edition  (1113)  should  indeed  hare  contained  a much  more  full  acknowledgment  of 
Flamsteed's  assistance  j since,  in  the  interval,  he  had  furnished  Newton  with  a vast  mass  of  addi* 
tional  information  relative  to  various  astronomical  subjects,  as  is  evident  from  the  preceding  history  of 
his  own  life.  Hut  the  quarrel  between  Newton  and  Flamsteed  seems  to  have  been  at  its  height  at  the 
time  that  edition  appeared  ; and  it  was  not  likely  that,  under  such  circumstances,  a more  favorable 
notice  would  be  taken  of  Flamsteed;  more  especially  after  tlie  expression  of  Newton’s  sentiments 
relative  to  a former  case  of  the  kind.  See  page  166.  In  fact,  we  6nd  that,  in  the  second  edition 
of  the  Principia^  the  allusions  to  Flamsteed's  name  arc  leas  frequent  than  in  the  6rst ; and  that 
several  passages  in  the  first  edition,  acknowledging  the  assistance  received  from  Flamsteed, 
arc  carefully  omitted  in  the  second.  See  the  first  edition  of  the  Principia,  pages  402,  421,  420, 
491,  494,  &c.  Moreover,  in  the  Theoria  Luna,  there  is  not  a single  allusion  made  to  Flamsteed; 
although  it  is  evident,  from  the  preceding  history,  that  Newton  was  indebted  to  him  for  most  of  the 
facts  there  stated. 
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ceedJng  were  here  given : 1 shall  therefore  make  no  apology  for  inserting  the 

following  extract  from  the  computation-book  above-mentioned,  (AISS,  vol.  23, 

page  43),  which  gives  tlie  arrangement  and  result  of  the  observations  of  the 

stars  in  Gemini,  made  on  Febniary  12,  1696.  1 have  numbered  the  columns 

at  the  top,  for  the  sake  of  a convenient  reference  in  the  explanation ; but  the 

headings  are  such  as  they  are  designated  by  Flamsteed. 

o i.  Revoliitio  = 23“  55“  55' 

tebruiry  12,  1696  , 

•'  IReductio  = 22  19  6 
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The  Jirtt  column  coiituins  the  name  of  the  star  observed.  The  second  con- 
tains the  time,  as  shown  by  the  clock,  at  which  the  star  passe<l  the  wire  of  the 
instrument ; these  values  are  taken  from  the  observation-book.*  The  third  is 
the  same  hour  of  the  clock,  correcteil  for  the  error  of  the  instrument  in  azimuth, 
us  described  by  Flamsteed  in  hi.s  Prolegomena,  pages  133  and  140.7  Passing 
over  the  next  four  columns,  for  the  present  (which  relate  to  the  declination),  we 
come  to  the  eighth  column,  the  values  in  which  are  obtained  by  adding  the  con- 
stant 22''  I O'"  6‘  (which  he  calls  the  reduction  for  the  day  J)  to  the  respective  times 
containetl  in  the  thinl  cohmin.  The  ninth  column  contains  the  difference  between 
the  time  of  transit  of  each  star,  thus  reduced,  and  his  determining  star  for  this 
day ; which,  in  the  present  case,  he  has  assumed  to  be  ft,  Oetninorum.  Tbe 
tenth  column  denotes  the  proportionate  value  which  is  to  be  applied  to  each 
observation,  on  account  of  the  rate  of  the  clock,  which,  it  ap|)ears,  made  only 
23*  55'"  55*  on  that  day.  The  last  column  contains  the  final  results,  thus 
corrected ; and  are  the  values  reserved  for  insertion  in  the  British  Catalogue, 
subject  to  a slight  correction  from  further  investigation,  which  has  sometimes 
Iteen  applied  in  the  ca.se  of  the  principal  stars.  This  completes  the  reduction  in 
right  ascension. 

Reverting  now  to  the  polar  distances,  we  find  that  the  values  in  the  fourth 
column,  are  copied  from  the  corrected  zenith  distances  in  the  observation-book  : 
these  do  not,  in  the  present  instance,  exactly  corresjmnd  with  the  printed  copy 
in  the  Historia  Ceelestis,  inasmuch  as  they  all  exceed  those  values  by  10" ; 
wbich  arises  from  Flamsteed’s  hating,  at  the  time  he  made  these  reductions, 
assumed  the  error  of  his  in.struineiit  to  be  only  o'  50",  instead  of  & 0",  as  in  the 
printed  copy.  The  ffh  column  contains  the  amount  of  refniction,  computed 
from  Flamsteed's  tjible,  to  the  nearest  five  seconds.  The  sijcth  contains  merely 
the  sum  of  the  values  in  the  two  preceding  columns.  The  seventh  contains 
the  north  jK)lar  distances,  or  the  values  in  the  preceding  column,  added  to  the 
co-latitude  of  the  place  (which,  at  the  time  he  maile  these  reductions,  he 

* S«  his  Hiitoria  Cirtettis,  vol.  2,  page  291. 

t See  ihe  principle  on  which  this  correction  is  made  in  page  374, 

1 This  reductum  (as  well  as  the  rate  of  the  clock)  is  given  for  each  day  of  observation ; but 
Flamsteed  has  not  stated  the  method  of  deducing  it.  It  appears  to  be  such  a quantity  as,  added  to 
the  time  of  transit,  per  mendtem,  of  his  determining  star,  shall  be  equal  to  the  mean  right  sscension 
of  that  star  on  January  1,  1G90.  By  which  means  he  seems  to  have  intended  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  any  further  correction  for  precession  in  tbe  other  stars.  For  be  always  assumes  the  same 
mean  right  ascension  for  his  determining  star,  however  distant  in  point  of  time  the  observations  msy 
have  been  made  ; that  is,  whether  they  were  made  in  1690,  1700,  or  any  subsequent  year. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Introduction  to  the  British  Catalouve. 


:i73 

iissumcd  equal  to  38"  31'  0"«)  ; anti  are  the  final  results  reserved  for  insertion 
in  tlie  British  Catalogue,  subject  to  correction  from  further  investigations,  and 
also  (which  he  did  nut  consider  re<|uisite  in  the  case  of  right  ascensions)  for 
the  effect  of  precession.  These  results  are  generally  assumed  to  the  nearest 
5"  only. 

It  is  in  this  manner  that  Flamsteed  has  proceeded  ivith  all  such  tdiservatiuns 
as  he  intended  to  reduce  ; and  the  computation-buok  above-mentioned,  contains 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  star.s  which  form  the  British  Catalogue  thus  reduced, 
and  afterwards  arranged,  in  subsequent  parts  of  the  l>ook,  in  the  order  of  right 
aseensiou,  according  to  the  constellations.  I have  assumed  the  e.xample  of  this 
day's  work,  as  it  affords  me  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  several  material 
errors  which  are  committed  in  the  calculations:  and  also  of  showing  how  1 have 
been  enabled  to  detect  others  of  a like  kind.  In  the  first  place,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  star  which  was  observed  at  S'*  5"  19*  (which  has  iH-cn  supposed  to  lie 
•29  Geminorum)  differs  only  20*  55*  from  the  transit  of  /a,  instead  of  21  ”■  I o', 
ns  stated  in  the  ninth  ctdumn  ; conseipiently  the  right  ascension  of  that  stair  is 
■20"  in  error,  and  should  be  diminished  5' : whereby  it  is  reeogniseil  as  28  Gemi- 
iiorum ; and  the  star  called  29  Geminoriim  is  thus  shown  not  to  exist.  Secondly, 
it  will  lie  seen  also  that  the  time  of  the  transit  of  X differs  only  55”  50*,  from 
that  of  ft,  instead  of  56”  .50",  as  stated  in  the  ninth  columu ; consequently  the 
right  ascension  of  that  star,  ns  here  given,  is  erroneous  15'.  Thirdly,  the  differ- 
ence in  the  time  of  transit  of  the  last  two  stars  in  the  above  list  (which  have 
la*;n  supjiosed  to  be  T'2  and  73  Geminoriim')  is  erroneous,  each  of  them  10"  : 
and  consequently  their  right  a.sceusions  also  are  wrongly  deduced ; anil,  when 
corrected,  will  Ite  found  to  agree  with  01  and  65  Geminoriim,  and  the  stars  called 
72  and  73  Geminorum  are  thus  shown  not  to  exist.f  Fourthly,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  zenith  distances  of  the  three  stars  that  passed  at  8‘  T2"  8',  the  ni-xt 
after  8“  43"  4’2',  and  at  8''  ,50"  34*,  are  incorrectly  copied  out ; one  of  them  ■2', 
and  the  others  1'  in  error.  It  would  appear  also  that  the  zenith  distance  of  the 
star  that  passed  at  S'  33”  4'2*  has  been  copied  out  2“  wrong ; but  there  is  a 

* This  was  the  value  at  first  assumed  by  Flamsteed ; but  he  afterwards  adopted  38^  31'  30",  and 
corrected  the  final  results  accordin^tly. 

t There  is  an  error  of  1*  in  the  difference  in  the  time  of  tntisit  of  the  second  star  in  the  al>ove 
list,  which  passed  at  7^31^  12*;  but  this  does  not  appear  to  have  extended  farther,  and,  conse- 
quently dues  not  infiucnce  the  results.  There  is  also  an  error  of  I*  in  (he  time  of  culmination  of  r. 
which  will  cause  a corresponding  error  in  the  deduced  right  ascension  ; but  this  being  so  small  a 
quantity  in  comparison  with  the  other  errors,  I have  not  noticed  it  in  the  text. 
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mistake  in  the  original  entry.  It  was  at  first  transcribed  correctly,  and  after- 
wards altered  with  the  pen  by  Flamsteed : it  is  the  printed  copy  which  is  in 
error.  (See  the  Note  to  No.  1005  of  the  present  Catalogue.) 

It  may  be  easily  seen,  from  these  examples,  that  in  this  mode  of  conducting 
the  process  there  may  be  many  other  sources  of  error  besides  those  of  the  pen : 
for  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that  the  deviation  of  the  mural  arc,  in  azimuth, 
was  constant;  nor,  indeed,  that  the  precise  (piantity  of  that  deviation  was  at  all 
times  known.  The  table  which  Flamsteed  used  for  tliis  correction  (and  which  is 
alluded  to  in  his  Prolegomena,  page  133),  is  given  in  MSS,  vol.  39,  page  8,  and 
is  as  follows: 


l«D.  dtoi. 

Add. 

Z«a.  dliL 

Add. 

Zfm.  dl«i. 
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Add.  1 

6“ 

32* 
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32 

37 

4B 

29 

68 

22 

34 

36 

50 

28 

75 

22 

30 

35 

52 

27 

80 

17 

38 

34 

fA 

26 

85 

15 

Tills  table  was  constructed  by  Flamsteed  in  the  year  1690,  from  observations 
made  on  Feb.  14,  June  2,  and  Sept.  15 ; the  zenith  distances  of  certain  stars 
being  taken  with  the  mural  arc,  and  their  intermutual  distances  from  other 
known  stars,  with  the  sextant ; and  their  right  ascensions  thus  deduced,  and 
compared  with  their  times  of  transit.*  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  verified 
or  altered  at  any  subsequent  period;  and  was  therefore  used  by  him  in  all  his 
reductions  (see  page  58);  although  he  is  not  always  very  careful  as  to  the  precise 
second.  In  the  next  phwe,  his  mode  of  avoiding  the  necessity  of  computing  the 
precession  in  right  ascension,  must  frequently  have  led  to  erroneous  results. 
Added  to  all  which,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  by  such  modes  of  proceeding  he 
acquired  sufficient  data  fur  detennining  the  rate  of  those  clocks  with  which  the 
Observatory  was  at  that  time  furnished.  Then,  with  respect  to  the  polar  dis- 
tances, it  is  known  that  they  arc  all  mixed  up  with  the  error  in  the  position  of 
his  instrument  arising  from  the  sinking  of  one  end  of  the  wall  to  which  it  was 
attached;  the  exact  amount  of  which  it  would  require  more  investigation  to 

* See  a tynopeu  of  the  staia  obeerved  ead  the  lesults,  in  MSS  vol.  39,  at  the  end  of  the  book. 
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iletennine  than  could  possibly  be  given  to  the  subject  by  Flamsteed;  neither 
had  he  the  means  of  doing  it  witli  precision,  (See  his  letter  to  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  in  the  Appendix,  No.  52,  where  his  method  is  fully  detailed.) 

I have  already  remarke<l,  and  it  may  be  easily  seen,  that  Flamsteerl’s  mode  of 
daily  reduction  was  very  different  from  that  pursued  at  present,  where  the 
proper  corrections  are  deduced  from  the  totality  of  observations  made  within  the 
given  period.  On  the  contrary,  he  divided  his  work  into  as  many  parts  as  there 
were  constellations;  and  reduced  each  part  separately.  Thus,  for  instance, 
taking  the  observations  made  on  June  30,  1690,  we  find  that,  in  his  computation- 
book  above  alluded  to,  he  has  collected  together  all  the  observations  of  the  stars 
in  Serpentarius,  and  has  deduced  the  right  ascensions  from  which  he  has 
chosen  for  his  determining  star  iti  this  case;  and  whose  right  ascension  is 
assumed  equal  to  16‘  20"  8*.  Then,  in  another  part  of  his  book,  he  collects  all 
the  observations  of  the  stars  in  Hercules,  made  on  the  same  day ; whose  right 
ascensions  he  deduces  from  that  of  a,  assumed  equal  to  17"  0"  34‘.  And  so  on 
with  the  remaining  constellations,  Scorpius,  Serpens,  AquUa,  and  Capricornus, 
observed  on  that  day;  each  forming  a separate  class  of  reductions.  In  these 
computations  he  does  not  appear  to  be  very  particular  in  the  choice  of  his 
determining  star:  thus,  in  the  cases  above  mentioned,  he  assumes  ^ Serprntarii 
as  the  determining  star  for  all  the  stars  observed  on  tliat  day  in  that  constella- 
tion : whilst,  in  the  stars  in  Serpens,  observed  on  the  same  day,  he  has  taken  >j 
Serpentarii ; and,  in  the  stars  in  Aquih,  observed  also  on  the  same  day,  he  has 
taken  a Serpentarii  as  his  detennining  star.  But  what  is  more  singular, 
he  has  not  always  assumed  the  same  value  for  the  right  ascension  of  his  deter- 
mining star,  even  when  used  on  the  same  day  : thus,  in  the  collection  of  stars  in 
the  constellation  Serpens,  on  the  day  altove  mentioned,  he  has  taken,  as  1 have 
already  stated,  J Serpentarii  for  his  determining  star,  whose  right  ascension  he 
here  assumes  equal  to  16‘  2f)"  10*;  differing  2"  from  the  value  assumed  on  the 
same  day,  when  detennining  the  stars  in  Serpentarius  above  mentioned.  These 
are  not  solitaiy  instances;  and  many  cases  of  similar  anomalies  may  be  iwlduced 
to  show  that  Flamsteed  was  not  very  particular  in  these  minute  corrections: 
neither,  indeed,  was  it  looked  for  at  that  ]ieriod.  It,  therefore,  is  not  surprising 
that  we  occasionally  meet  with  anomalies  and  discordances  in  the  catalogue, 
even  in  the  same  stars : an  instance  or  two  of  which  I shall  here  mention. 
The  star,  called  69  Piscium,  is  the  same  as  40  Andromeda  ; and,  consequently, 
their  position  in  the  heavens  ought  to  lx:  the  same.  But  there  is  a difference  of 
30"  in  their  right  ascensions : which  has  arisen  from  the  former  having  been 
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deduced  from  y Pegaai,  as  its  deteniiiuiiig  star ; aud  the  latter,  from  a Andro- 
iiiedte  at  two  different  jieriixls.  Ajjaiu,  6 lAbra  is  the  same  star  as  14  Hydra; 
fontin. : hut  there  is  a difl’ereiice  of  1'  in  their  riglit  asceusions  ; which  has  arisen 
from  the  former  liaviug  been  deduced  from  3 Libra;,  us  its  determining  star ; and 
the  latter  from  a doubtful  uhservatiun  cum|iared  with  a.  yirginit,  at  two 
different  p(!riods.* 

In  another  respect,  also,  Ins  mode  of  proceeding  was  different  from  tliat 
adopted  at  llie  present  day.  For  lie  dm»  not  apiiear  to  have  taken  the  mean  of 
several  observations  for  a more  corretit  result : since  we  find  that,  where  more 
than  one  oliserrstion  of  a star  has  lieeu  reduced,  he  has  generally  assumed  that 
result  which  seemed  to  him  most  satisfactory  at  the  time,  without  any  regard  to 
the  rest.  Neither,  in  fact,  did  he  reduce  the  whole  (nor  anything  like  the 
whole)  of  his  observations : many  days'  work  having  lieen  wholly  omitted  in  his 
romputatiuii-l)ouk.  And,  moreover,  many  of  the  results,  which  have  bi’cn 
actually  computed  in  that  Imok,  have  not  been  inserted  in  any  of  his  MS 
catalogues;  either  from  inadvertence,  or  from  some  suspicion  of  their  accuracy. 
The  reader  w'ill  find  many  instances  of  this  kind  adduced  in  the  Notee.  So  that, 
in  fact,  the  Britieh  Catalogue,  even  correctcil  and  enlarged  as  it  now  is,  does  not 
present  a rigidly  correct  and  faithful  result  of  the  observations ; and  can  only  lie 
considered  as  an  indejc  aud  guide  to  tho.se  who  may  be  disposed  to  examine  more 
minutely  the  position  of  any  particular  stars,  or  to  search  into  any  branch 
of  astronomy  (such  as  the  lunar  or  planetary  motions)  connected  therewith. 
Thus,  although  there  are  163  observations  of  Geminorum,  only  A of  those  ol«er- 
vatioiis  have  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed ; and  he  has  taken  the  result  of  the  first 
reduction  as  the  correct  value.  Again,  there  are  124  observations  of  y Gemino- 
riim,  yet  only  2 of  those  have  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed ; and  he  has  here  also 
taken  the  result  of  the  first  reduction  as  the  corivct  value,  although  there  is 
a difference  of  5'  between  the  two.  These  are  not  singular  cases,  but  the  same 
methiMl  is  pursued  throughout  the  whole  of  his  work.  He  seems  to  have  been 
nioi-e  solicitous  aliout  increasing  the  number  of  his  stars  in  order  to  complete  his 
catalogue,  than  anxious  to  reach  those  refinements  in  the  art  of  reduction  which 
have  rendered  modern  observations  of  so  much  value,  but  which  were  neither 
known,  nor  even  sus|iected,  at  that  jieriod.  In  fact,  the  age  was  not  ripe 
for  those  improvements  which  have  since  been  introduced  ; aud  it  is  necessary  to 
recall  to  our  rccollecbon  the  state  of  astronomy  at  that  |a;riod,  in  order  to  have  a 

• Sec  Mr.  CrotthuaiVs  Letter  to  Mr  A.  Sharp,  on  this  subject,  in  the  ,Ap]}endix,  No.  238, 
psge  339. 
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fair  estimate  of  Flamsteed's  labors.  Tlie  |M)sitions  of  even  the  principal  stars 
were  at  that  time  not  accurately  known  r and  the  l>est  catalogues,  which  wen; 
those  of  Tycho  and  Ilevelius,  erred  several  minutes  in  the  positions  of  many 
that  were  visible  to  tlie  naked  eye.  Flamsteed,  therefore,  accomplished  a great 
and  desirable  object  in  reducing  those  errors  to  seconds  only  ; and  in  enlarging 
the  field  of  inquiry  by  di.scovering  new  stars  with  tlie  aid  of  the  telescope,  first 
used  for  such  purposes  about  this  time  : and  which  new  discoveries,  being  directed 
principally  in  the  line  of  the  zwiiac,  would  form  so  many  normal  points  of  com- 
parison for  the  planets,  whose  motions,  at  that  period,  were  hut  imperfectly  known. 
Yet,  although  he  himself  has  not  given  us  the  full  result  of  Ills  labors,  his 
original  observations  fortunately  still  remain ; and  the  fruit  may  yet  lie  gathered 
hy  some  industrious  labourer  in  this  vineyard  of  science,  and  with  much  greater 
accuracy  than  could  possibly  have  lieen  done  in  Flamsteed’s  time.  Neverthe- 
less, if  Flamsteed  had  not  persevered  in  publishing  at  his  own  expense  his 
obsen'ations,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  made,  the  world  would  have  b«>en 
deprived  of  this  advantage ; and  we  should  now  have  had  to  deplore  the 
miserable  counsel  that  dictated  a different  line  of  conduct. 

Considering,  therefore,  that  a new  and  a wide  field  has  thus  been  opened  to  the 
future  astronomer  by  the  introduction  of  the  telescope,  it  becomes  peculiarlv 
necessary  that  the  firs1  recorded  results  obtained  by  its  means  should  be  placed 
upon  a firm  and  trustworthy  liasis : since  those  results  may  be  appealed  to, 
some  centuries  hence,  for  various  astronomical  purposes,  or  for  the  elucidation 
of  i>oiuts  not  hithei'to  dreamt  of*  The  catalogue  of  I*tolemy,  at^er  a lapse  of 
2tX)0  years,  is  often  referred  to  at  the  present  day,  for  the  jiurpose  of  obtaining  a 
comparative  view  of  the  heavens  in  ancient  and  modern  times ; and  it  may 
sometimes  be  doubtetl  whether  the  prcsumetl  discordances  it  contains  have 
arisen  from  an  actual  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  heavens,  or  from  errors 
which  have  unavoidably  occurred  in  transcribing,  from  time  to  time,  so  many 
copies  of  the  work.  Tycho  Brahe  enileavourcd  to  remedy  this  defect  by  under- 
taking a new  survey  of  the  heavens  on  Ptolemy’s  model,  and  placing  on  reconI 
the  jtositions  of  all  the  principal  stars.  But,  notwithstanding  all  the  advantages 
arising  from  the  invention  of  |)rinting,  there  is  already  t(Ki  iniieh  reason  to  fear 

• One  instance,  amnnjjst  many,  I will  here  mention.  On  February  27,  1715,  the  planet  Uranut 
was  observed  by  Flamitecd  to  be  very  near  the  star  80  Leonis ; and  thus  an  opportunity  is  alTnnled 
of  detennining  the  place  of  the  planet  at  that  time.  But  the  right  ascension  of  80  Leonis  in  the 
British  Calalogue  is  erroneous,  on  account  of  a mistake  in  the  original  entry  from  which  Flamsteed 
derived  its  place,  and  whieh  I have  corrected  in  the  note  to  that  star.  No.  1611.  Thus  all  lUmht 
about  the  identity  and  position  of  the  star  which  formerly  existed  is  now  removed. 
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that  his  catiilogue,  even  as  published  in  his  own  days,  is  in  many  places  incor- 
rect ; so  that,  in  the  case  of  any  new,  or  missing,  or  variable  star,  we  are  unable 
to  come  to  any  precise  and  satisfactory  conclusion.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I think,  there  can  be  no  question  about  the  propriety  of  investigating  the 
accuracy  of  that  new  and  splendid  catalogue  which  Flamsteed  has  left  us  (a 
catalogue  nearly  four  times  more  numerous  than  those  of  any  of  his  predeces- 
sors,) and  of  enlarging  it  by  the  addition  of  such  stars  as  have  been  inadvertently 
omitted : whereby  it  may  be  ap|>eulerl  to,  with  more  confidence,  in  after  ages, 
and  not  fall  into  that  disrepute  and  neglect  to  which,  by  its  numerous  errors,  it 
appeared  to  lie  fast  hastening,  and  from  which  it  is  here  my  object  to  redeem  it.* 

Flamsteed  has  given,  in  the  Prolegomena  to  the  third  volume  of  his  Hittoria 
Caietth,  pages  144 — 147,  a list  of  45  stars,  wdiose  right  ascensions  he  has 
deduced  from  direct  comparisons  with  the  sun,  and  three  of  which  0 Orioni*. 
a Cams  Minoris,  and  0 Oeminorunt)  had  been  observed  at  both  equinoxes : 
and  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  w4iat  he  has  there  stated  is,  that  the  right 
ascensions  of  all  those  stars  have  exclusively  served  as  zero  points  for  the  direct 
determination  of  the  right  ascensions  of  the  other  stars  in  the  British  Catalogue. 
I cannot  find,  however,  any  trace  of  the  application  of  this  method  (in  the  way 
here  supjiosed)  in  any  of  the  MS  volumes  : neither  does  it  appear  that  more  than 
one-half  of  those  stars  have  in  any  case  been  assumed  by  him  as  determining 
stars  in  his  computation-book  (M8S,  vol.  23) : wliilst  a much  larger  number, 
even  of  second-rate  stars,  have  been  employed  by  him  for  that  purpose.  Indeed 
the  right  ascensions,  in  the  British  Catalogue,  of  such  of  the  first-mentioned 
stars  us  he  has  assumed,  frequently  differ  from  the  values  deduced  in  the  manner 
uliove  alluded  to,  and  have  been  obtained  by  a totally  different  method.  Thus, 
in  reducing  the  observations  made  on  January  4,  1690,  he  dues  nut  make  use  of 
a Tauri  (one  of  his  fundamental  stars)  for  direct  comparison  ; but  in  his 
computation-book,  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  2,  at  the  very  commencement  of  his 
labors,  he  deduces  the  place  of  a Arielis  by  means  of  distances  taken  with  the 
sextant.  For,  he  says,  “ Antequam  reliquarum  fixarum  urdinatiouem  aggredior, 
“ statuendse  sunt  ascensiones  rectse  fixarum  in  capite  Arietis,  e distantiis  s\  polo 
“ arcH  murali  anno  1690,  et  a Pallillicio  [a  Tauri'\  sextaute,  necnon  a transi- 
“ tibus  observatis.”  And  in  the  computation,  which  he  has  subjoined,  he  has 
as.sumed  the  |K>sitiun  of  a Tauri,  for  the  epoch  1690,  as  All  = 64*32'  15"  and 

• Sir  Wm.  Herschcl  remarks,  in  reference  to  tliit  subject,  that  lie  “ cannot  hel|i  regretting  that 
“ a work,  to  which  every  astronomer  has  been  taught  to  look  up  as  the  6rat  authority,  should  have 

been  sent  to  the  press  with  so  many  errors  that  we  hardly  know  how  far  to  give  our  confidence  to 
“ what  is  laid  down  in  it."  See  Phil.  Trans,  for  1796. 
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D = + 15°  51'  10"  ; which  although  (lifTering  only  5"  In  right  ascension  from 
the  value  in  the  British  Catalogue,  yet  varies  therefrom  50"  in  declination. 
From  these  values,  and  the  assumed  declination  of  a Arietis,  (=  + 21*  59'  0") 
and  its  observed  distance  from  a Tauri  ( = 35*  32'  0")  Flamsteed  has  deter- 
miner! the  right  ascension  of  a Arietis  to  l>e  27°  26'  35" ; differing  only  5" 
from  the  value  given  in  the  British  Catalogue.  Again,  in  reducing  the 
stars  observerl  in  the  constellation  Taurus,  on  the  same  day  (Jan.  4,  1690) 
he  does  not,  even  in  this  case,  make  use  of  a Tauri  for  his  determining 
star ; but  computes,  by  a trigonometrical  process,  the  right  ascension  of  o Tauri 
from  distances  observed  with  the  sextant,  betwixt  it  and  y Qeminorum ; and 
in  the  computation  which  he  has  subjoined  (in  page  18  of  tite  same  volume)  he 
has  assumed  the  position  of  y Qeminorum  for  the  epoch  1690,  as  AR  = 
94’  56'  40"  and  D = -t-  10"  37'  30";  which  although  agreeing  in  right  ascen- 
sion with  the  value  in  the  British  Catalogue,  yet  varies  therefrom  45"  in 
declination.  From  these  values,  and  the  assumed  declination  of  o Tauri 
(=  + 7°  55'  0")  and  ha  olrserved  distance  from  y Qeminorum  (=  47’  29'  50") 
he  has  determined  the  right  a.acension  of  o 7'auri  to  be  47°  2"  15";  differing 
15"  from  the  value  given  in  the  British  Catalogue.  From  the  right  ascension 
of  0 Tauri  thus  deduced,  he  determiues  the  right  ascension  of  all  the  other  stars 
in  that  constellation,  observed  on  the  same  day  : and  indeed  most  of  the  stars 
in  the  constellation  Taurus  have  been  deduced  from  the  position  of  o Tauri, 
thus  determined,  without  any  further  reference  to  the  fundamental  stars  deducerl 
from  a direct  comparison  with  the  sun. 

In  fact,  Flamsteed’s  method  of  deducing  the  right  ascensions  of  his  determin- 
ing stars,  appears  to  have  Ireen  first  to  take  the  distances  between  a certain 
number  of  principal  stars  (generally  7)  situate  in  favorable  positions,  all  round 
the  heavens,  in  the  manner  alluded  to  in  his  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  in 
page  120  of  the  preceding  history  ; the  accuracy  of  which  operation  was  ascer- 
tained by  finding  whether  the  differences  of  right  ascension  deduced  therefrom 
made  up  the  exact  quantity  of  360°  ; and  afterwards  to  make  use  of  these  stars 
for  determining  the  positions  of  others,  in  the  manner  above  mentioned.  We 
find  in  MSS,  vol.  53,  pages  163 — 176,  several  rounds  of  differences  between 
various  stars  thus  computed : and,  in  page  177,  is  a list  of  the  differences  of  right 
ascension  (deduced  therefrom)  of  a great  number  of  principal  stars  for  the  epoch 
1 686 ; which  were  probably  used  by  liim  in  forming  the  approximate  catalogue 
which  he  made,  about  that  period.  And  in  MSS,  vol.  62  A,  we  find  many  of 
these  distances  employed  fur  a similar  purpose  in  deducing  the  right  ascensions 
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not  only  of  his  iletcrmiiiiiig  stars  above  mentioned,  but  also  of  other  stars  in- 
serted in  the  British  Ctitalogue ; preferring  these  results,  in  some  cases,  to 
those  obtained  with  the  mural  are. 

As  the  computation-lKx>k  bIkhc  mentioned  is  in  excellent  condition,  and 
contains  almost  the  whole  of  the  stars  in  tlie  British  Catalogue  (I  believe 
nearly  every  star  contained  in  Halley’s  etlition  of  1712,  except  in  a few  of 
the  northern  constellations,  as  hereafter  mentione<l).  it  has  enabled  me  to 
correct  many  discordances  and  errors  which  I have  discovered  in  the  printed 
copy ; and  to  trace  the  origin  and  cause  of  such  mistakes.  In  the  pursuit  of 
tliis  inquiry,  1 have  also  discovered  that  several  days'  observations,  recorded  in 
the  original  MS  volumes,  have  been  wholly  omitted  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
Historia  Calestis  ; and  that  some  stars,  which  were  supposed  not  to  liave  l)een 
observed  by  Flamsteed,  have  thus  l>een  brought  to  light.  See  the  notes  to 
Nos.  70,  256,  293,  698,  1603,  2107,  2220,  3125,  &c.  of  the  present  catalogue. 
Probably  some  others,  of  which  we  canuot  at  present  discover  any  recorded 
observations,  may  accidentally  turn  up  in  the  same  manner,  at  some  future  time. 

After  the  places  of  the  stars  had  thus  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed,  some  of 
them  ap|)ear  to  have  been  8ubse<|uently  altered,  probably  from  corrections  which 
he  thought  pro[)er  afterwanis  to  apply ; but  the  source  of  which  corrections  1 
have  not,  in  all  cases,  been  able  to  discover,  'lliey  never,  however,  amount  to  a 
quantity  of  any  considerable  magnitude ; generally  to  a few  seconds  only.  In 
some  ca.ses  he  has  altered  the  right  a-scension  of  his  detennining  star,  but  without 
applying  such  correction  to  the  other  stars  which  depend  on  the  position  of  that 
detennining  star : and,  consequently,  some  anomalies  and  discordances  have 
arisen  from  this  source.  See  the  notes  to  Nos.  1378,  2476.  &c..  in  the  present 
catalogue.  In  other  cases  there  appears  to  be  an  error  in  the  determining  star, 
which  consequently  affects  the  places  of  all  those  which  depend  on  it.  See  the 
notes  to  Nos.  126d,  1633,  2179,  2413,  &c.  In  many  instances  we  trace  him  in 
the  process  of  attempting  to  verify  the  right  ascensions  deduced  from  the 
transits,  by  the  computed  right  ascensions  deduced  by  means  of  distances : and, 
in  one  of  those  cases,  not  hnding  an  exact  agreement,  we  see  that  he  has  unfor- 
tunately discarderl  the  correct  result,  and  retained  the  inaccurate  one.  See  the 
note  to  No.  451  in  the  present  catalogue. 

All  the  computations  almve  alluded  to  were  made  by  Flamsteed  himself,  and 
afterwards  arranged  into  catjilogues  with  his  own  hand.  The  calculations 
made  by  other  persons,  to  which  he  alludes  in  the  history  of  his  life  (see  page  64, 
and  other  places),  were  the  conversion  of  these  results  into  longitudes  and  lati- 
tudes ; a work,  at  that  time,  considered  highly  necessary  and  useful ; but  which 
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is  of  little  iiii|K)rtancc  at  the  present  day  ; and  Flamsteed  mif;ht  have  spared 
himself  much  time,  latwr,  and  expense,  if  he  had  wholly  neglected  this  [xirtioii 
of  his  work.  It  is,  indeed,  somewhat  extraordinary,  that  he  shoidd  have  taken 
so  much  pains  to  obtjiin  accuracy  in  the  computation  of  the  longitudes  and  lati- 
tudes of  his  stars ; and  at  the  siime  time  should  have  neglected  to  revise  the  com- 
putations of  the  right  ascensions  and  declinations.  Hut  the  fonner  were  the 
result  of  a long  and  tedious  trigonometrical  calculation,  iuid  therefore  might  he 
fairly  suspected  to  be  liable  to  error;  whilst  the  latter,  being  obtained  by  a very 
simple  arithmetical  process,  were  confided  in,  unfortunately,  without  suspicion  id' 
any  important  mistakes. 

I have  already  stated  that  the  computations  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  stars  in 
the  BritUk  Catalogue  are  contained  in  MSS,  vol.  '23,  above  mentioned  ; and  which 
computations  appear,  from  the  marginal  notes  in  the  said  book,  to  have  lieen 
commenced  on  September  27,  1695.*  The  whole  of  the  zodiacal  constellations 
were  finished  liefore  the  end  of  July  in  the  following  year:  and  the  major  |>art  of 
the  remaining  constellations  liefore  the  end  of  the  year  1700.  Some  additional 
computations  appear  to  have  been  made  after  that  time,  to  which  I shall  pre- 
sently allude.  On  the  publication  of  Halley's  edition  in  1712,  he  seems  to 
have  again  examined  all  his  observations  up  to  that  period,  and  made  ailditions 
to  his  catalogue  by  the  introduction  of  such  stars  as  either  had  escaped  him  in 
his  first  examination,  or  had  been  observed  subsequent  thereto.  These  supple- 
mentary stars  are  for  the  most  part  coutaiued  in  otlier  MS  volumes,  which  I shall 
mention  in  the  sequel,  and  appear  to  lie  the  most  imjieiTectly  reduced  of  the 
whole ; probably  owing  not  only  to  Flamsteed's  vexations  at  that  period,  ndiich 
rendered  him  less  capable  of  minute  accuracy  and  attention,  but  also  to  the 
haste  with  which  they  were  made,  in  order  to  counteract,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
the  effect  of  Halley's  spurious  edition. 

But  although  the  major  part  of  the  stars,  observed  by  the  mural  arc,  were 
reducetl  in  so  short  a s|>ace  of  fime  by  Flamsteed  in  the  computation-book  above 
mentioned,  yet  (as  he  has  remarked  in  the  history  of  his  life,  pages  65  and  96) 
there  were  several  of  the  northern  constellations  which,  having  been  at  first  but 
imperfectly  observed,  were  deferred  till  a later  period.  These  sulisequent  com- 
putations are  contained  in  MSS,  vol,  26,  parts  A and  B:  and  they  relate  princi- 
pally to  the  circumpolar  stars,  together  with  some  others  which  were  omitted  in 

* Flamtteed  wu  in  the  habit  of  annexing,  in  the  margin  of  hie  book,  the  preciee  date  when  the 
subject  therein  was  written  (sometimes  even  so  minutely,  as  to  mention  the  very  hour),  and  this 
frequently  repeated,  during  the  progress  of  a long  paper. 
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the  first  review  of  the  sulyect.  In  the  year  1712,  he  appears  to  have  collected 
together,  in  part  C of  the  same  volume,  page  32,  &c.,  a list  of  Addenda  ; con- 
sisting of  such  other  stars  as,  on  a final  review,  he  had  omitted  in  his  former 
collections,  as  above  mentioned.  The  elements  of  reduction  are  not  so  evident 
in  this  list  as  in  the  others  ; and  the  reader  cannot  always  be  sure  of  the  source 
of  any  manifest  error.*  The  reductions  of  the  stars  in  the  constellation  Hercules 
are  contained  in  MSS,  vol.  24,  jiages  140  and  141 : which  volume  appears  to 
have  been  used,  at  first,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  approximate  catalogue  ; 
and  is  evidently  the  hook  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  Sir  Isaiic  Newton  in 
page  130. 

Besides  these  computations,  which  are  all  that  I can  discover  relative  to  the 
observations  made  with  the  mural  arc,  there  are  others  connected  with  the  obser- 
vations made  with  the  sextant ; undertaken  for  the  purjKJSe  either  of  confirming 
the  results  of  the  former,  or  of  supplying  the  positions  of  a few  stars  that  had 
been  observed  only  with  the  latter  instrument.  These  embrace  a troublesome 
trigonometrical  calculation,  and  are  consequently  less  numerous : they  are  con- 
tained in  the  several  MS  volumes  mentioned  in  the  note.-f  The  following  are 
some  of  the  stars  which  are  known  to  have  been  thus  determinetl  and  retained 
in  the  British  Catalogue ; viz.  24  and  38  Persei,  99  and  103  Tauri,  76  Gemi- 
norum,  66  Leonis,  12  and  13  Draconis,  and  3 Cassiopece,  together  with  several 
of  the  stars  in  Ursa  Mrgor  and  Ursa  Minor.  But  many  others  have  been 
partially  computed  in  the  same  manner,  as  already  noticed. 

In  the  observations  of  the  zenith  distances  of  the  stars,  we  sometimes  find  a 
disagreement  in  the  reading  of  the  divisions  of  the  mural  arc,  per  lineas  diago- 
nales,  and  those  per  slrias  cochlea:.  It  was  Flamsteed’s  universal  practice,  in 
such  cases,  to  assume  the  fonner  as  the  correct  reading  (see  page  127)  ; but  it 

* There  is  s duplicate  of  this  list  of  Addenda,  sewed  into  the  aamc  book,  at  the  end.  I would 
also  here  remark  that  there  are  duplicate  computatiom  of  aome  of  the  other  ataro.  in  MSS,  vol.  62, 
C and  D,  which  have  probably  been  made  by  Mr.  J.  Hodgaon.  They  are,  I believe,  identical  with 
the  computatiom  of  the  aamc  atarv,  in  MSS,  vol.  23.  In  all  these  reductiom,  I allude  only  to  the 
computation  of  right  aaceuaion  and  declination : that  of  longitude  and  latitude  waa  a work  of  much 
greater  time,  labor,  and  expense.  Many  of  these  latter  computatioos,  however,  still  exist. 

t The  computations  of  right  ascension  and  declination,  fnrm  the  observations  ma4le  per  distan- 
tiar,  are  principally  contained  in  the  following  MSS  volumes : viz.  Cyynwr  and  Hercules  in  vol.  24 ; 
Draco  and  Ursa  Minor  in  vol.  26  A;  Ursa  Major  in  vol.  26 C;  sundry  constellations  in  vols. 51 
— 56;  further  computatious  in  Draco  and  Ursa  Major  in  vol.  61  E;  and  further  sundry  constel- 
lations in  vol.  62  A,  B,  C.  A few  detached  computations  of  the  like  kind  are  occasionally  to  be 
met  with  in  aome  of  the  other  MS  volumes ; but  the  above  contain  the  principal  collections. 
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appears,  from  a comparison  of  the  places  of  such  observations  with  modern 
catalogues,  that  the  latter  reading  is  sometimes  the  most  correct.  Various 
instances  of  this  kind  will  be  found  in  the  notes  to  the  present  catalogue. 

G)nsidering,  therefore,  the  several  circuitous  and  different  modes  which  Flam- 
steed was  oblige*!  to  adopt  in  order  to  obtain  his  results,  and  the  length  of  time 
during  which  the  computations  were  carried  on,  which  is  in  itself  destnictive  of 
any  system  of  unifonnity,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  we  should  meet  with 
anomalies,  when  the  wliole  came  to  be  collected  and  arranged  in  one  general 
catalogue.  It  is  indeed  t*N)  true  that  astronomers  have  long  lamented  that  the 
British  Catalogue  should  contain  such  numerous  discordances  as  have  been 
(Minted  out  by  various  authors  : but  whether  these  have  arisen  from  errors  of 
ol>servation  or  of  the  pet),  has  l>een  frequently  a matter  of  doubt  and  discussion. 
Many  .stars  have  been  KU(»(>osed  to  l>e  lost,  because  they  cannot  now  be  found  in 
the  places  assigned  by  Flamsteed : some  have  been  mistaken  for  other  and 
different  stars  by  the  modern  astronomer  :*  whilst  not  a few  have  had  a proper 

* Amongst  the  tcvenl  mistekcs  of  this  kind  that  have  been  made,  I shall  enumerate  the  follow* 
tng;  which  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  show  the  confusion  and  uncertainty  that  haa  hitherto  existed. 
Baron  Zach  states  {Monal.  Corres.  vol.  ix.)  that  the  star  observed  at  Mannheim  by  M.  Barry, 
whose  position  for  1800  is  AR  = I**  H3“,  and  D = + 22®  5'  44",  as  given  in  his  catalogue  of 
zodiacal  stars,  page  cxiv,  is  lOSFfjiium;  alto  that  the  star  No.  846  in  the  same  catalogue  is 
19  Vir^msi  moreover  that  the  star  in  Piazzi’s  catalogue  XIX-  341  is  62Z>raconi>;  yet  none  of 
tliese  stars  exist,  and  the  public  are  only  misled  hy  Flamsteed  s numbers  being  annexed  in  such 
ambiguous  cases.  He  has  likewise  supposed  that  No.  960  in  his  catalogue  is  91  Pi'r^tmr,  although 
it  difTers  upwards  of  18®  in  declination  from  Flamsteed’s  star.  He  also  considers  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  101  ViT^nis  into  the  British  Cat<^ogw  has  arisai  from  an  error  in  computing  its  right 
ascension  ; for  that  if  SO'  be  added  thereto  it  will  agree  with  20  Bot^is ; but  the  right  ascension  is 
correct,  and  the  error  haa  ariaen  from  a mistake  of  1®  in  the  declination.  He  haa  also  sup|>oied 
that  23  ^{ujitiarii  is  the  same  as  Piszzi  XV'TII.  81 : Flamsteed’s  star  however  is  neither  in  Piazzi’s 
nor  in  any  other  catalogue ; but  Professor  Airy  has  been  good  enough  to  look  out  fur  it,  at  my  request, 
and  6nds  that  its  position  accords  vrith  that  given  in  the  present  cstaloguc.  Sir  Wm.  Herschel  has 
cutistdered  that  12  Sagiitarii  is  the  same  as  Piazzi  XVII.  366:  but  this  latter  star  is  11  Ba^ttariiy 
and  Piazzi  did  not  observe  12  SagitUxrii.  The  following  misnomers  also  occur  in  Piazzi’s  catalogue, 
some  of  which  have  been  transferred  likewise  into  Bradley’s  catalogue:  viz.  38  Persei  is  III.  12.3 
not  85;  18  is  V.  21  not  26 ; 1 f.ynn'4  is  VI.  115  not  123;  is  XI. 

115notll1;  35 />ra«mu  is  XVII.  380  not  310;  Hwjittarii  is  XVIII.  52  not  33;  24  SagU- 
larii  is  XVIII.  105  not  99 ; 9 LynHs  is  VI,  123  ;<*Mikww><spiii«di  is  tks  skwsbhMiSni  Vlli  lftO, 
aMkesoMbMtaMs^«sigaalsM;HBssssk;  29  SrstajOis  is  X.  86,  which  both  Piazzi  snd  Bessel  have 
su]iposed  to  be  28  fiexiantit ; 56  Draconis  is  XIX.  38  ; and  comes  19  Cygni  is  XIX.  304,  which 
Piazzi  has  supposed  to  be  19  Cygtti  itself.  I would  further  remark  that  Lslandc  applies  80  Aguio  ii 
to  Piazzi  XXII.  254 ; whilst  Piazzi  considers  it  to  be  XXII.  279  : neither  of  them  how'cver  agreeing 
with  the  position  as  given  in  the  present  catalogue.  These  are  not  (neither  have  they  ever  been 
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motion  assigned  to  tliem  wliich  tlioy  do  not  possess : and  thus  great  confusion 
and  uncertainty  have  lieen  inadvertently  introduced  into  a science,  whicli  in 
other  resjtects  may  justly  Iwast  of  its  extraordinary  accuracy  and  precision. 
These  discordances  have  too  frequently,  but  very  unjustly,  been  attributed  to 
errors  of  observation ; arising  either  from  the  iuex|M!rtues8  of  the  observer,  or 
the  imperfection  of  his  instruments.  \\'hereas  it  will  Iw  found,  by  an  exami- 
nation of  the  above-mentioned  computation-books,  that  nearly  the  whole  of 
tho.si!  errors  are  the  result  of  arithmetical  mistakes  in  the  calculations,  which 
those  books  enable  us  to  rectify : and  we  have  thus  the  means  of  restoring  not 
only  the  British  Catalo/rue  to  its  originally  intended  accuracy,  but  also  the 
character  of  Flamsteed  to  that  high  rank,  to  which  it  is,  by  his  extraordinary 
labors,  so  justly  entitled.  His  olsservations,  although  not  equal  to  those  made 
in  more  modern  times,  possess  an  interest  and  importance  from  their  very 
antiquity,  which  will  always  render  them  valuable  to  the  practical  and  physical 
a.'lronomer.  'Fhe  British  Catalogue  itself  (imperfect  as  Flamsteed  left  it)  has 
l«H!n  made  the  foundation,  and  has  probably  la'en  the  cause,  of  all  subsequent 
< ’atalogues  ;•  and  its  nomenclature  is  universally  adopted  by  astronomers  of  all 
nations.  But,  Flamsteeil  was  harassed  and  annoyed  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  and  worn  down  by  infirmities  w’hich  had  stuck  to  him  from  his  infancy; 
and  therefore  had  not  the  spirit,  nor  imleed  had  he  the  adequate  means,  for 
revising  his  computations,  or  for  reilucing  the  whole  of  his  observations:  since 
iieiwly  500  stars  are  now  known  to  have  been  observed  by  him  that  are  not 
insi»rtcd  in  the  British  Catalogue.'\  It  is,  however,  rather  a matter  of  astonish- 

auppoud  to  be)  errors  of  the  press,  but  the  (Jelibcrste  result  of  the  attempts  of  the  respective 
authon  to  reconcile  the  discordant  cases  in  the  Britiih  Catalogue:  and  are  sufficient  to  show  the 
inconvenience  and  impropriety  of  definitely  annexing  Klamslced'a  uuiubcrto  a star,  whose  identity 
is  not  well  ascertained.  All  the  doubts  relative  to  the  above-mentioned  stars  are  now  removed  bv 
the  publication  of  the  present  corrected  and  enlarged  catalogue. 

* Bradley's  laliors  at  the  Royal  Observatory,  in  this  department  of  the  science,  consist  almoct 
wholly  of  a re* observation  of  the  stars  in  Flamsteed’s  catalogue.  He  caused  those  stare  to  be 
reduced  to  the  year  1744,  and  arranged  in  the  order  of  right  ascension,  as  a sort  of  working  cata- 
logue for  his  own  use;  which  book  still  exists  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Observatory.  Very  few 
other  stars  have  been  observed  by  Bradley,  except  such  as  occasionally  entered  the  field  of  his 
telescoirc  whilst  be  was  watching  for  (hose  of  Flamsteed,  We, are  thus  indebted  to  Flamsteed  for 
the  subsequent  labors  of  Bradley  ; for  had  uot  Flamsteed  led  the  way,  there  is  much  doubt  whether 
Hradley  (seeing  that  he  merely  followed  FUmstccd’s  steps)  would  have  pursued  a similar  indepen- 
dent course.  Bradley’s  catalogue  contains  3222  stars ; and  the  present  enlarged  catalogue  3310. 

t See  Miss  UerscheVi  catalogue  of  these  stars : and  my  paper  on  the  same  subject,  in  Mem.  Att. 
Sor..  vol.  4. 
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nient  that  he  arcomplished  so  much,  considering  his  slender  means,  his  weak 
frame,  and  the  vexations  which  he  constantly  experienced. 

I have  already  remarked  that  after  Flamsteed  had  made  the  computations, 
agreeably  to  the  method  detailed  in  page  37 1,  he  arranged  the  results,  in  the  order 
of  right  ascension,  as  far  as  the  stars  in  each  constellation  were  concerned, 
in  another  part  of  the  hook  ; classing  together,  and  thus  keeping  sejiarate  and 
distinct,  the  several  stars  belonging  to  each  constellation.  'ITiese  results  were 
afterwards  fairly  copieil  out,  as  a general  catalogue,  into  another  large  folio  book 
(MSS,  vol.  25),  which  is  jierhaps  the  first,  in  tlie  order  of  time,  of  the  many 
MS  catalogues  found  amongst  Flamsteed’s  papers.*  I have  nut  been  able 
to  ascertain  the  precise  date  wlien  tliis  catalogue  was  first  transcribed : but 
I think  there  is  sufficient  internal  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  in,  or  prior  to, 
the  year  1699 ; and  it  probably  fonned  the  ground-work  of  the  MS  catalogue, 
which  was  ilejiosited  (sealed  up)  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  as  related 
by  Flamsteed  in  the  history  of  his  life.  (See  pages  81  and  82.)  However  that 
may  be,  it  catmot  materially  differ  from  that  catalogue ; and  I make  the  remark 
here  in  order  to  show  that  the  .statement  made  by  Dr.  Halley,  in  the  preface  to 
his  edition  of  1712,  is  not  strictly  correct.  For  he  says,  “ Halleius  itaque, 
“ Hcceptis  chartis  Grenovicensibus,  ante  omnia,  catalogum  fixarum,  totius  operis 
partem  longe  prsecipuam,  cum  ubservationibus  ipsis  tumma  curn  contiUit  et 
" recentuit ; nec  rnro  scriptoria  vel  supputatoris  vitio  admissos  in  fixarum  locis 
“ erroret  correjeit  et  emendavit,  et  hiatus  hand  paucos  supplevit.  Speciatitn 
“ vero  in  zodiaci  signis  Stellas  onmes,  (|uarum  usus  frequentior,  aecurato  ca/culn 
“ institute  ad  ezamen  rigidi  revocavit.”  Now,  although  it  may  he  somewhat 
difficult  to  decide  exactly  as  to  the  corrections  and  emendations  which  Halley 
claims  to  have  made ; yet,  from  a careful  examination  and  comparison  of  Halley’s 
edition,  with  the  MS  copy  above  mentionerl,  I suspect  that  they  arc  not  .so 
numerous  as  he  would  wish  to  imply ; and  it  is  even  known  that  some  of  his 
alterations  are  erroneous.  I do  not  here  allude  to  differences  of  a few  seconds 
only,  which  frequently  occur;  because, in  the  first  place,  errors  to  such  a trifling 
amount  were  not  regarded  at  that  day  ; and  secondly,  Halley  had  not  the  means 
of  determining  the  places  of  any  of  the  stars  to  such  minuteness.  The  correc- 
tions, if  any,  must  have  amounted  to  several  minutes,  in  order  to  have  been  con- 
sidered worth  mentioning  As  to  his  having  instituted  an  accurate  calculation 
and  rigid  examination  of  all  the  zodiacal  stars,  the  assertion  is  disproved  by  the 


* I would  exclude  from  this  remuk  the  apyraximate  cstelogue  mentioned  in  page  382,  and  which 
is  contained  in  MSS,  vol.  24. 
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i'uct  that  numerous  stars  are  inserted  in  his  edition  of  tlie  catalogue,  whose  places 
are  now  known  to  have  been  erroneously  calculateil  by  Flamsteed,  and  some  of 
wliich  do  not  even  exist.  (See  the  lists  B and  C,  alluded  to  in  page  393.)  It 
was  Flamsteed's  conviction  of  such  vain  boasting  that  induced  him  to  denounce 
this  preface  with  so  much  censure  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Shar]>;  and  to  which  sen- 
timents Mr.  Sharp  responded  with  equal  feeling.  See  pages  392  and  323.  With 
respect  to  the  “ hiatus  baud  paucoe,”  it  should  be  recollected  that  Flaiusteeil 
always  avowed  that  there  were  .several  other  stars  whose  {lositions  he  had  com- 
puted, and  more  especially  in  some  of  the  northern  constellations,  which  he 
stated  himself  ready  to  supply  if  the  Referees  would  accede  to  his  mode 
of  publishing  the  catalogue;  that  is,  of  deferring  it  till  after  the  printing  of  the 
observations  from  which  they  were  deduced.  See  j>age  90,  and  the  cor- 
respondence lietween  him  and  Dr.  Arbuthnott,  in  the  Appendix,  No.  151 — 162. 
Dr.  Halley  states  that  the  reduction  of  the  observations  of  these  northern  stars 
cost  “ a great  deal  of  trigonometrical  calculation  but  this  could  apply  only  to 
a few  that  were  observed  with  the  sextant,  and  not  to  the  mass  of  them  which 
were  observed  with  the  mural  arc.*  In  those  northern  constellations  therefore 
we  certainly  find  more  discordances  between  the  editions  of  Halley  and  Flam- 
steed, than  in  any  of  the  other  constellations : and  Halley  may  so  far  lay  claim 
to  the  merit  of  having  filled  up  “ hiatus  baud  paucos,"  inasmuch  as  he  has  intro- 
duced some  stars  that  Flamsteed  had  omitted ; whilst  Flamsteed,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  inserted  others  that  hud  been  overlooked  by  Halley.  'Hie  whole 
passage  however  is  written  in  a spirit  unworthy  of  Halley’s  high  reputation ; 
and  coupleil  with  the  equivocal  motive  for  taking  the  publication  of  the  work  out 
of  Flamsteed’s  hands.f  as  well  as  with  the  alleged  cause  of  so  many  typogra- 
phical errors  and  of  the  omission  of  some  of  the  copper-plates,|  conveys  a very 

• See  Mr.  Sharp’!  upinion  upon  thit  tubject  in  h»  letter  in  the  .ippmdiz.  No.  214. 

t “ Flsrnsteedii  autem  oeulia  in  nuacetttia  indies  sydemm  phenomena  intentis,  et  in  etate  jam 

prorecta  minus  acutis,  Edmundo  Ualleio  LL.it.  Geometrim  profeasori  Sariliano,  atque  in  astroitu- 
**  micis  probe  e.xercitatn,  quod  ad  reliquBm  editiunem  deerat  maturandi  ct  ad  umbilicum  perducendi, 
“ datum  est  negotium.**  The  reader  would  scarcely  auapect  that,  when  this  paragraph  was  written, 
Flamsteed  was  in  the  height  of  hia  zeal  for  the  publication  of  his  works : and  fully  capable  then,  and 
for  many  years  afterwards,  of  attending  to  all  the  necessary  details.  Sec  the  letters  in  the  dyqn-nrfij, 
Noa  162, 329,  &c. 

J “ Tanto  autem  et  tarn  preclaro  mnnere  donatum  minime  offendat  nmrulua  unua  aut  alter:  vel 
“ quod  in  libro  primo  tot  rci*eriantnr  errata  tyq>ographica,  quibus  cxcusandia  sudanlis  prtrli yerU- 
” natio  rix  satis  esse  videtur;  vel  quod  ordo  figurarum  in  ohservationibus  lunaribiia,  pag.  194, 

a 6g.  *17  incipiat ; unde  cuilibet  prontim  esset  suspicari  nonnullaa  schematum  tabulae  in  preece- 
**  dentihus  dcsiderari : quod  tamen  alitcr  sc  habet.  Utriusque  cuurar  rectius  novit  ipse  Flam- 
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uumerited  reflection  and  censure  on  Fliimsteed’s  abilities  and  labors : and  it 
caiiuut  be  wondered  at  that  Flamsteed  should  so  feel  it,  and  resent  it  acconliugly. 

In  making  the  present  revision  and  correction  of  the  British  Catalogue,  I wish 
it  to  be  fully  understood  that  1 have  not  attempted  the  re-coinputatioii  of  the 
original  observations,  according  to  the  present  precise  and  accurate  inodes  of 
reduction,  nor  the  investigation  of  any  of  the  instrumental  errors  : for,  however 
desirable  such  an  object  may  l>e  (and  I do  not  despair  of  its  being  accomplished 
at  some  future  time,  since  those  observations  have  much  intrinsic  merit)  yet  1 have 
neither  leisure  nor  inclination  for  so  laborious  a task.*  All  that  I have  professed 
to  do,  and  all  that  the  reader  must  expect,  is  the  enlargement  of  the  catalogue, 
by  including  <dl  the  stars  that  ran  be  derluced  from  Flamsteed's  observations ; 
and  the  clearing  it  of  all  it*  known  numerical  errors : in  fact,  to  render  it,  in  this 
respect,  such  as  Flamsteerl  himself  intended  it  should  liave  been  ; and  such  as 
he  himself  would  eventually  have  published  it,  had  he  not  been  thwarted  in 
his  original  plan,  and  had  he  been  funiished  with  the  requisite  assistance. 

The  mode  whicli  1 have  pursued  to  accomplish  this  end,  has  been,  in  the  first 
place,  to  rerluce  tbe  whole  of  Bradley’s  catalogue  to  the  epoch  of  1690,  by 
means  of  the  following  formula,  taken  from  Bessel’s  Aitronomia:  Fundamenta, 
page  136: 

B - 65  - 722  (p  - .)] 

where  B denotes  the  position  of  the  star  in  Bradley’s  catalogue,  p the  preces- 
sion in  1800,  and  x the  precession  in  1755 ; all  taken  from  Bessel’s  work  above- 
mentioned.  Tills  being  accom|ilished,  I was  enabled,  by  a comparison,  to  see 

fteedius.”  Dr.  Halley  knew  the  coace,  as  well  as,  if  not  better  than,  Flamsteed : and  we  cannot 
but  smile  at  the  **  sudantia  prcsli after  reading  the  preceding  history  of  Flamsteed's  life. 

* M.  Aigelander  has  stated  (in  a Thesis,  entitled  De  Observationibus  Astrorumids  d Flam- 
tleedic  inttituHs  DistertatiOj  Apnl  12,  1822)  that  the  probable  error  of  obaervation  by  the  mural 
arc,  in  the  right  ascension  of  a star  computed  from  a comparison  with  n stars,  situate  nearly  in  the 
same  parallel  of  dedination,  is  equal  to 

0-3263  V 

n 

And  that  the  probable  error  in  the  declination  of  a star,  computed  from  a comparison  with  n stars, 
is  equal  to 

5",20  J 

n 

which  includes  the  probable  error  in  tbe  division,  per  tineas  diagonales^  deduced  by  him  equal  to 
4", 041.  The  fact  I believe  to  be,  that  Flamsteed’s  observations  are  more  accurate  than  have  gene- 
rally been  imagined:  and  indeed  much  more  so  than  he  himself  supposed  them  capable  of  proving 
to  be. 

3D2 
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where  the  most  material  errors  occurred  in  tlie  Britinh  Catalogue:  and  by 
examining  the  computation-l)ook  alK>ve-mentioned  I have  in  most  cases  suc- 
ceeded in  correcting  them.*  Such  stars  as  I could  not  find  in  Bradley's  cata- 
logue, I have  afterwards  looked  for  in  Piazzi’s,  and  compurerl  the  positions 
therewith;  and  if  not  to  be  found  there,  I have  then  had  recourse  to  Lalande's 
Hietoire  Celeste,  and  the  two  volumes  of  the  Memoiret  de  V Academic  dee 
Sciences,  for  1789  and  1790:+  and  lastly  to  the  Zones  of  M.  Bessel.  In  one 
or  other  of  these  works  I have  generally  been  able  to  identiiy  the  smaller  sUirs 
observed  by  Flamsteed,  and  which  had  hitherto  been  the  subject  of  much  doubt. 
Some  few,  indeed,  still  exist,  which  have  baffled  all  my  efforts  at  explanation  ; 
and  I must  leave  them,  under  tbe  hope  that  the  sources  of  error  may  be  happily 
discovered  by  some  more  fortunate  individual.  See  the  Tables  C and  D,  at  the 
end,  to  which  I shall  presently  allude. 

With  respect  to  the  additional  stars  which  I have  here  introducetl,  they  are 
such  as  have  lieen  already  collected  together,  and  arrangeil  by  me,  in  a supple- 
mentary catalogue  printed  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Astronomical  Society,  vol.  iv., 
page  199,  entitled  “ A Catalogue  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  Stars.”  Since  that 
{lafier  however  was  printed,  and  since  the  present  manuscripts  of  Flamsteed  have 
come  to  light,  I have  seen  cause  to  alter  some  of  my  opinions  relative  to  the 
identity  of  certain  stars  inserted  in  that  catalogue ; as  will  be  evident  from  a 
comparison  of  the  notes  here  appended  to  the  respective  stars.  Much  of  the 
obscurity  respecting  the  identity,  and  even  the  existence,  of  some  of  the  stars 
has  been  cleared  away ; and  the  major  part  of  them  are  now  satisfactorily 
accounted  fur.  1 must  not  omit,  however,  to  repeat  my  acknowledgment  of  the 
great  assistance  1 have  derived  in  the  progress  of  this  inquiry,  from  the  previous 
labors  of  the  late  Sir  William  Herschel,  and  of  his  sister  Miss  llerschel ; who 
have  done  much  totvards  clearing  up  the  dilficulties  which  attend  this  subject. 
And  if  I have  occasionally  differed  from  them  in  the  result  of  any  inquiry.  1 
trust  it  is  upon  such  grounds  as  they  themselves  would  have  assentetl  to,  had  they 
fortunately  possessetl  the  same  means  of  infoiunation,  which  have  since  been  acci- 
dentally placed  in  my  possession,  by  the  recent  discovery  of  Flamsteed’s  maiiu- 


• In  order  to  preeerve  the  results  of  these  sevcrsl  computations  and  comparisons  with  Bradley’s 
cstslogue,  I bare  inserted,  in  the  sixth  and  eighth  columns  of  the  present  catalogue,  the  difference 
between  Flamsteed’s  value,  and  the  value  os  tints  deduced  from  Bradley's  catalogue ; as  I shall 
more  fully  explain  in  the  sequel. 

t These  two  volumea  of  the  Meounrrt  contain  most  of  the  circumpolar  stars  not  inserted  in  the 
HiitoiTe  Celeste,  and  may  be  considered  as  a supplement  to  that  work. 
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wript*.*  To  M.  Argeluoder  of  Abo  I am  also  much  indebted  for  tbe  very  able 
remarks  contained  in  a paper  inserted  in  the  Aetronomischc  Nachrichten,  Nos. 
'2'i6  and  2*27  ; and  which  may  l>e  considered  as  a sort  of  commentary'  on  my  own 
paper  just  alluded  to.  'I'hut  distinguished  astronomer  will  see  that  many  of  bis 
shrewd  and  happy  suggestions  are  verified  by  Flamsteed’s  M8  papers  and  writ- 
ings ; and  that  1 have  here  taken  advantage  of  many  of  his  remarks,  to  correct 
some  of  my  former  opinions,  in  the  memoir  above-mentioned.t 

The  corrections  of  tlie  catalogue  being  thus  made,  and  the  .stars  omitted  by 
Flamsteed  having  been  inserted,  I have  arranged  the  whole  in  one  general 
catalogue,  in  the  order  of  right  ascension,  as  the  most  convenient  for  modern 
reference.  The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  several  columns. 
Tbe  Jimt  contains  the  number  of  the  stars  in  tbe  catalogue  in  numerical  order, 
for  the  sake  of  reference;  the  asterisks  which  are  annexed  to  any  number  indi- 
cating that  there  is  a note  to  such  a star  at  the  end  of  tlie  catalogue  : the  nevund 
contains  the  nomenclature  of  the  stars,  os  designated  by  Flamsteed’s  numbers  ; to 
which  are  occasionally  attached  Bayer’s  letters ; those  stars  to  which  no  numlwr 
is  prefixed,  are  such  as  are  now,  for  tbe  first  time,  introduced  into  the  Britin/i 
Catalogue : the  fourth  contains  the  magnitude  : the  fifth,  tlie  right  ascension 
in  arc  for  the  epoch  1690 : the  sixth,  the  difference,  or  quantity,  to  be  applieil 
to  such  right  ascension,  in  order  to  obtain  the  value  of  Bradley’s  cata- 
logue reduced  to  the  same  epoch,  in  the  manner  above-mentioned ; J tbe 
seventh  contains  the  declination  for  the  same  epoch  (which  I have  considereil 
more  convenient  than  the  north  polar  distance,  for  comparison  with  Bradley's 
catalogue :)  the  eighth  contains  the  difference,  or  quantity to  be  applieil  (regard 

“ See  MUa  Henschcl’s  CaiaU^guc  of  Stars  taken  from  Mr.  FtamsteetPs  Ohservatinns,  Slc.  fotio, 
1798;  and  Sir  WilUsm  Hcrechers  several  papers  in  the  Phit.  Trans,  for  1796,  1797,  and  1799. 
We  cannot  but  lament  that,  at  the  very  time  these  two  distinguished  characters  were  }mrsuing  this 
important  inquiry,  the  manuscripts  of  Flamsteed  were  mouldering  {Uterally  so)  on  the  shelves  «>f 
the  Royal  Observatory  : whereby  the  world  has  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  much  of  their  critical 
acumen,  and  superior  judgment  on  these  matters. 

t I have  also  referred  to,  and  examined,  the  Exylication  prefixed  to  the  copy  of  the  British  Cota- 
togue  inserted  in  Lalande’s  Ephimerides  ties  Monrements  Celestes,  for  1785 — 1792  ; wherein 
mention  is  made  of  numerous  errors  in  the  catalogue.  .\nd  the  result  of  that  examination  is,  that 
the  errors  which  he  has  noted  are  those  whieh  he  has  himself  matte  in  his  own  reprint  of  the 
catalogue. 

j Some  of  these  differences,  when  they  have  been  too  large  for  convenient  insertion  in  the 
columns,  or  when  they  have  not  been  accurately  ascertained,  have  been  transferrerl  to  tbe  Notes  at 
the  end,  with  a reference  thereto ; and  the  sign  prefixed  to  tbe  asterisk  denotes  the  manner  in 
which  such  difference  is  to  be  applied. 
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l>oiug  had  to  the  *ign,  which  is  always  to  be  used  algebraically)  to  such  decli- 
nation, in  order  to  obtain  the  value  in  Bradley's  catalogue  reduced  to  the  same 
e|H>ch  : the  liul  contains  the  iiunilicr  of  observations  of  the  star ; which,  how- 
ever, it  must  be  understood,  is  no  guide  as  to  the  number  employed  in  the  reduc- 
tion. (See  page  376.)  For  this  last  column,  the  public  are  indebted  to  the 
industry  of  Miss  Herschel ; who  has,  in  the  work  above  alluded  to,  given  u 
ivference  to  every  ob.servntion  of  every  star  in  tlie  BritUh  Catatogue.  Where 
any  star  has  been  now  inserted,  for  the  first  time,  1 have  myself  given,  in  the 
uotc  thereto,  the  reference  to  the  olnservatiou  : whereby  the  reader  may  be 
enabled  to  judge  for  himself  whether  my  conjectures  respecting  the  identity  of 
such  star  be  justly  founded. 

( >11  examining  this  catalogue,  the  reader  will  see  that  the  greatest  differences 
from  Bradley's  results  occur  in  the  right  ascensions ; and  that  the  differences  in 
declination  amount,  in  general,  to  a few  seconds  only.  This  might  be  ex|>ected 
truin  the  principles  and  construction  of  the  instrument  employed  in  making  the 
ii|)servutioU8  for  right  a.scensioh  ; and  from  the  mode  pursued  hy  Flamsteed  in 
deducing  the  results  therefrom.  And  though  it  may  still  be  a question  whether 
we  shall  ever  be  able  to  reconcile  all  the  anomalies  which  occasionally  pre- 
,sent  themselves  on  this  subject,  yet  much  may  be  dune  to  clear  away  the 
present  difficulties.  The  correction  of  the  declinations  appears  to  be  a much 
more  easy  task : the  index  error  of  the  instrument  can  now  be  much  better 
iiscertained  than  at  the  time  of  Flamsteed ; and  the  refraction  can  be  more  cor- 
rectly applied  by  taking  a mean  height  for  the  barometer,  and  thermometer  for 
each  month  in  the  year.  The  latitude  of  the  Observatory  is  also  now  more 
i-orrectly  knowm. 

I .shall  here  lake  the  opportunity  of  adverting  to  a passage  iu  the  Prolego- 
iHCna  to  the  HUturia  CateHu,  page  114,  (and  which  occurs  again  at  page 
1 15  and  117)  where  Flamsteed  alludes  to  the  error  oj'  divitioH  in  his  mural  arc. 
The  circumstance  is  incidentally  mentioned,  without  any  explanation  whatever ; 
and  as  it  does  not  occur  in  any  <ither  of  his  computations,  and  as  no  further 
notice  is  taken  of  it  in  his  printed  works,  much  doubt  and  imjuiry  have  1>een 
exercised  on  this  subject  without  effect.  Its  amount  is  stated,  in  four  places,  at 
1.5";  and  once,  at  20".  Fortunately  there  exists,  amongst  the  original  MS 
juipers  of  Mr.  A.  Sharp  (now  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Giles)  a letter  from  Mr. 
Crosthwait  which  alludes  to  this  very  subject ; and  in  which  the  question 
is  referred  to  Mr.  Sharp  (who  divided  the  instrument)  as  to  his  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  such  an  error.  The  answer  of  Mr.  Sharp  is,  agreeably  to  his 
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invariable  rustotn,  written  in  short  hand  at  the  bach  of  the  letter:  and  niy 
object  now  was  to  get  this  answer  (if  possible)  decyphered.  I applied  to  several 
gentlemen  conversant  with  the  art  of  stenography,  but  withoiit  efl'cct ; since  the 
characters  used  by  Mr.  Sharp  were  not  such  as  are  explained  in  any  of  the 
books  of  the  present  day.  On  accidentally  mentioning  the  subject  to  Charles 
Babbage,  Ksq.  (Lucasian  Professor  of  Mathematics  at  Cambridge)  be  very 
kindly  offered  to  make  the  attempt ; and  I am  happy  to  say  with  complete  suc- 
cess. For,  by  a laborious  and  minute  examination  and  comparison  of  all  the 
parts,  he  at  length  obtained  the  key  to  the  alphabet;  and  has  thus  enabled  us 
to  know  Mr.  Sharp’s  opinion  on  this  interesting  subject.  Mr.  Crosthwait's 
letter,  and  Mr.  Babbage’s  decyphered  answer  thereto,  are  given  in  the  Appendix. 
Nos.  and:^52,  page  346:  and  although  a few  of  the  words  are  still  involved 
in  obscurity,  yet  they  fortunately  do  not  bear  materially  on  the  p*)int  in  question. 
It  would  appear,  from  the  reference  in  Mr.  Crosthwait’s  letter  to  some  compu- 
tations of  Flamsteed  (which  still  exist  in  MSS,  vol.  3a,  pages  116  and  127*) 
that  the  supposed  error  was  detected  by  Flamsteed  from  some  discordances  in 
the  results  of  observations  of  the  zenith  distances  of  the  sun  at  the  two  sol- 
stices, and  of  the  pole  star  at  its  upper  and  lower  culmination  : but,  on  a revision 
of  those  computations,  it  will  l>e  found  that  the  discordances  have  arisen  almost 
wholly  from  the  errors  in  the  table  of  refniction  used  by  Flamsteed  ; and  that 
when  Bradley's  refractions  are  adopted,  those  discortlances  nearly  vanish. 
!So  that,  indeed,  there  is  no  just  ground  at  present  for  s\ipposing  that  the  arc 
was  erroneously  divided  : and  other  investigations  are  requisite  for  determining 
the  fact. 

I shall  not  here  enter  into  a statement  or  account  of  the  several  errors  and 
discordances  which  I have  discovered  in  the  British  Catalogue ; nor  into  the 
various  alterations  that  I liave  introduced ; as  those  will  best  appear  from  the 
various  notes  at  the  end  of  the  catalogue,  where  each  particular  ca.se  is  sepa- 
rately and  distinctly  considered.  And  I would  here  remark,  once  for  all,  that  I 
have  not  made  any  alteration  (however  slight)  in  the  British  Catalogue,  with- 
out a statement  of  the  same,  and  the  reasons  fur  such  alteration.  I would 
further  observe  once  more,  that  wherever  an  asterisk  is  annexed  to  the  nunilier 
in  the  first  column  of  the  catalogue,  there  is  a corresponding  note  at  the  end, 
explanatory  of  some  circumstance  connected  with  such  star.  I shall  however 
take  the  opportunity  of  stating,  in  this  place,  some  general  facts  and  remarks, 
that  could  not  so  conveniently  be  inserteil  in  the  body  of  those  notes. 

* See  the  reeuite  of  these  computations  in  page  186  of  the  preceding  hiatort'. 
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1 have  ill  all  cases  preserved  Flamsteed’s  numbers,  for  the  several  stars 
inserted  in  the  Brituh  Calulofrue : for  altliough  that  order  is  occasionally 
deranged  by  the  correction  of  the  errors  which  have  been  discovered,  yet  I have 
not  thought  it  right  or  proper  to  disturb  the  nomenclature  so  universally 
adopted.  Thus,  although  the  position  of  the  very  first  star  in  the  British 
Catalogue  ( 1 Arietis)  is  erroneously  deduced,  and  ought  to  have  been  placeil 
between  4 and  5 Arietis ; yet  I have  still  continued  to  designate  it  by  its  well- 
known  numlier,  and  have  merely  altered  its  relative  jiosition  in  the  catalogue. 
Again,  Polaris  is  now  the  second  star  in  Ursa  Minor,  instead  of  being 
the  first.  And  again,  the  position  of  1 Sagittarii  is  also  erroneously  de- 
duced, and  should  liave  been  placed  between  11  and  12  Sagittarii.  The 
rejection  also  of  certain  non-existing  and  duplicate  stars  would  derange  the 
notation.  But,  to  alter  all  tliese  numliers  at  the  present  day,  on  this  account, 
would  lead  to  endless  confusion ; and  I have  therefore  retained  the  original 
number  of  each  star  in  the  catalogue.  Other  cases  of  a like  kind  might  lie 
adduced,  which  would  confirm  the  propriety  of  not  making  any  alteration  in 
this  respect.  In  fact,  we  find  that  Flamsteed's  notation  is  already  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  further  deranged,  by  the  mere  precession  of  the  equinoxes. 

The  number  of  stars  in  the  British  Catalogue,  as  published  by  Flamsteed,  is 
2935 : but  as  22  of  those  are  duplicates  (or  synonymous)  this  number  should  be 
reduced  to  2913.  Out  of  these,  however,  there  are  at  least  61  that  do  not  (nor 
ever  did)  exist ; whence  the  correct  number  will  be  only  2852.  The  number  in  the 
present  catalogue  is  3310,  amongst  which  there  are  no  synonyines  : cuusei|uently 
there  is  an  increase  of  458  ulditional  stars.*  Tlie  synonymes  in  Flamsteed’s 
eilition  of  the  catalogue  are  given  in  Table  A,  at  the  end  of  the  notes:  the  first 
column  containing  the  names,  of  the  stars,  as  retained  in  the  present  catalogue ; 
and  the  second,  the  synonymes.  The  insertion  of  such  duplicate  stars  was 
evidently  an  oversight  of  the  editors ; as  Flamsteed  endeavoured  to  guard 
against  it  as  much  as  possible.  And  Mr.  Crosthwait,  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
Mr.  Sharp  (see  page  339)  alludes  also  to  the  same  subject.  It  was  however 
difficult  wholly  to  avoid  it,  in  the  manner  the  catalogue  was  arranged.  In  some 
of  the  MS  catalogues  (of  which  there  are  several,  in  various  stages  of  their 
progress,  amongst  Flamsteed’s  MSS  at  the  Royal  Observatory)  we  see  occa- 
sionally that  a star  has  been  struck  out  of  a certain  constellation,  wdth  a 
note  attached  thereto  that  it  belongs  to  some  other.  This  star  has  sometimes 

* Out  of  IheK  additional  stars  not  more  than  about  200  arc  to  be  found  in  Piazzi's  calali^c  : 
the  remainder  have  been  identified  by  a minute  examination  of  the  works  alluded  to  in  page  388. 
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been  omitted  to  !«  inserted  in  such  new  place;  and  at  other  times  both 
positions  have  been  inadvertently  retained:  thus,  in  the  one  case,  increasing 
the  number  of  omitted  stars ; and  in  the  otlier,  producing  a synonyme. 

I have  already  allude<l  above  to  certain  stars,  which  have  hitherto  formed  part 
of  the  Britieh  Catalogue,  but  which,  from  Flamsteed’s  own  computations,  are 
now  found  not  to  exist.  Tlie  total  number  of  such  stars,  whose  non-existence 
may  be  determined  in  a similar  manner,  is  61 ; and  are  given  in  Table  B,  at  the 
end  of  the  note*.  These  stars  have  consequently  Iwen  totally  excluded  from  the 
present  catalogue : and  the  numbers  annexed  to  the  same  respectively,  in  the 
almve  list,  refer  to  the  note*  at  the  end  of  the  catalogue,  where  the  reason  for 
their  exclusion  is  fully  detailed.  The  non-existence  of  those  few  stars,  to  which 
an  asterisk  is  annexed,  is  in  some  measure  founded  on  conjecture ; but,  as  to  the 
rest,  there  can  be  little  or  no  doubt  about  them.  TTie  star,  to  which  no  number 
is  annexed  (viz.  3d  Tauri)  is  supposed  to  be  the  planet  Uranu*.’  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Decern.  13,  1()90,  at  9''  41"  49‘.  There  are  five 
other  observations  of  this  planet  in  the  Hi*toria  Cale*ti*,  viz.  on  March  22, 
\712,  at  O'" 35"  19';  on  Feb.  21,  1715,  at  12*  27"  1';  on  the  following  day, 
at  12*  22"  59“;  on  Feb.  27,  at  12*  1"  42“ ; and  on  April  18,  following,  at 
8*  50"  44*.  M.  ArgeUmder  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  star  No.  1647  in  the 
present  catalogue  is  deduced  from  an  observation  of  this  planet.  Perhaps  also 
some  of  the  stars  in  the  next  mentioned  list  (C)  may  be  one  or  other  of  the 
new  planets. 

There  is  another  class  of  stars,  however,  which  form  part  of  the  present  cata- 
logue, and  of  which  the  observations  appear  to  be  accurately  recorded,  but  which 
still  cannot  now  be  found  in  the  heavens.  These  amount  to  about  23  in 
number,  and  are  given  in  Table  C,  at  the  end  of  the  note*.  It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  so  many  stars  have  actually  vanished  from  our  system  : and  the  only 
probable  explanation,  that  can  be  offered,  is  either  that  there  has  been  some 
error  in  the  original  observations,  or  some  inaccuracy  in  recording  them  (but,  of 
which  we  shall  now  perhaps  ever  remain  ignorant) : or  that  they  may  relate  to 
some  of  the  new  planets,  that  accidentally  entered  the  field  of  the  telescope  in  the 
course  of  observation ; or  again,  that  they  may  be  stars  varying  from  time 
to  time  in  magnitude,  and  perhaps  occasionally  disappearing.  That  stars,  of 
this  latter  class,  exist,  there  can  be  no  question ; and  that  some  of  the  stars  in 
the  Catalogue  may  be  of  this  kind,  vvould  appear  probable  from  the  cir- 

* S«e  AitTonomiachet  JahrbutK,  for  1 789,  page  202. 
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cumiitance  that  Sir  VV.  Herschel  states  (in  his  fourth  catalogue  of  the  oompara* 
tive  brightness  of  stars,  insertetl  in  the  Phil.  Tran*,  for  1799,  page  143)  that  he 
couM  not  discover  9 Tauri ; and  that  M.  L^lande  could  not  And  14  Draeoni*. 
Moreover,  Piazzi  says  tliut  he  could  not  find  3 Arietit.  \'ei  all  these  stars  are 
known  to  exist;  and  in  the  places  originally  described. 

But  the  most  remarkable  class  of  stars  are  those  which,  although  inserted  in 
the  British  Catalogue,  neither  exist,  nor  have  been  obsen’cd  (as  far  as  I can 
ascertain)  by  Flamsteed ; and  the  difficulty  is  to  account  for  their  insertion. 
'Fbeso  stars  however  are  but  few,  amounting  only  to  about  10  in  number,  and  are 
given  in  Table  D,  at  the  end  of  the  notes.  I have  taken  some  pains  to  inquire 
into  this  singular  circumstance ; but  I am  unable  to  throw  much  light  on  it. 
Some  of  them,  I suspect,  are  introduced  tlwough  errors  of  computation ; as  1 
have  remarked  in  the  notes  appended  to  them : but,  as  to  the  rest,  I cannot 
discover  the  least  clue  to  the  cause  of  tlieir  intnaluction ; nor  any  trace  of  the 
computations.  Many  of  those,  which  Miss  Herschel  considered  as  lost  stars, 
have  been  found  to  have  been  introduced  into  the  British  Catalogue,  from  such 
errors  as  those  just  mentioned : but  these  still  remain  uuexplaineil. 

Amongst  the  stars  in  the  British  Catalogue,  there  are  several  to  which  tlie 
north  polar  distance  only  is  attached,  the  right  ascensions  being  wholly  omittefl. 
These  amount  to  almut  99  in  number,  anil  are  given  in  Table  K,  at  the  end  of  the 
notes.  The  omission  of  the  right  ascension  has  in  some  cases  been  unavoidable ; 
as,  where  the  transit  of  the  star  across  the  wire  has  not  been  observed.  In  other 
cases,  it  has  arisen  from  inadvertence ; as,  where  a complete  observation  ha.* 
been  made  and  recorded.  Halley,  in  his  edition  of  1712,  has  supplied  some  of 
these  deficiencies : and  such  cases  are  marked  with  an  asterisk  annexed  to  tlie 
numliers,  in  the  above  list.  In  the  present  catalogue  I have  inserted  either 
Halley’s  values  above  alluded  to,  or  an  assumed  approximate  value  deduced  from 
modern  observations  : referring  however  to  the  notes  for  a statement  of  such  fiu^t. 

As  it  may  l)C  desirable  to  see,  at  one  view,  the  whole  of  the  alterations  in  the 
positions  of  the  stars,  which  I have  made  in  the  British  Catalogue,  1 shall  give 
a list  of  the  several  corrections,  in  Table  F,  at  the  end  of  tbe  notes.  The 
numbers,  prefixed  to  tbe  stars  in  that  list,  denote  the  corresponding  numbers  in 
the  present  catalogue,  and  consequently  refer  to  the  notes  at  the  end,  where  the 
authority  for  each  correction  is  fully  stated.  In  a few  of  the  cases,  the  reasons 
adduced  are  wholly,  or  in  part,  founded  on  conjecture ; and  to  such  stars  I 
have,  in  the  above  list,  annexed  an  asterisk,  for  the  sake  of  distinction ; in  order 
that  the  reader  may  more  fully  satisfy  himself  on  such  doubtful  occasions,  and 
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examine  more  minutely  into  the  circumstances, if  he  should  think  proper.  That 
some  of  these  mistakes  are  errors  of  the  press,  1 think  there  can  be  no  doubt : 
but,  on  the  tvhole,  there  are  fewer  errors  of  this  kind  than  might  reasonably 
have  been  expected.  See  the  note*  to  Nos.  2131,  2403, 2414,  2505,  &c. 

After  all  the  corrections  almve-mentioned,  however,  are  made,  there  still  remains 
a portion  of  the  stars  whose  positions,  as  they  now  exist  in  the  present  catalt^ue, 
are  far  from  being  satisfactory  ; but  whose  discordances  may  perhap  yield  to 
future  investigations,  or  to  probable  conjectures.  1 have  drawn  out  all  these 
cases  in  two  separate  lists,  with  the  design  of  presenting  them  in  one  view  to 
the  reader,  and  thus  more  closely  to  draw  his  attention  to  the  subject.  The  first 
list,  inserted  in  Table  G,  at  the  end  of  the  note*,  contains  all  those  stars  in  the 
present  catalogue  (with  the  exception  of  those  that  are  sup|>osed  not  to  exist) 
whose  difl'erence  in  right  ascension  amounts  to  4'  and  upwards ; amongst  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  many  of  the  discordances  may  be  reconciled  by  supposing  an 
error  of  1*  in  the  time  of  transit  (a  mistake  very  easily  made)  ; and  that  others 
depend  on  the  inaccuracy  of  the  determining  star.  The  second  list,  inserted  in 
Table  H,  at  the  end  of  the  note*,  contains  all  those  stars  whose  difference  in 
declination  amounts  to  1'  and  upwards ; amongst  w'bich  it  will  be  seen  thitt  more 
than  one-third  of  the  discordances  arise  from  the  difference  in  the  refraction 
adopted : so  that,  after  all,  the  discordances  tliat  would  exist,  if  the  observations 
were  rigidly  and  accurately  reduced,  are  probably  very  few,  and  of  no  great 
amount. 

It  is  pro()er  to  make  some  remarks  here  respecting  Bayer  t letter*,  by  which 
tlie  ])rincipal  stars  in  the  Britith  Catalogue  are  designated.  It  is  well  known 
that  such  stars  were,  by  the  ancient  astronomers,  for  the  most  part  denoted  and 
identified  by  a very  verbose  description,  corresjwnding  with  their  position 
in  some  fictitious  or  imaginary  figure  in  the  heavens : whilst  some  indeed  were 
called  by  a specific  and  definite  name.  This  plan  was  pursued  by  Ptolemy,  and 
has  been  adopted,  even  down  to  the  time  of  Flamsteed,  by  most  succeeding  astro- 
nomers. But,  such  a verbal  description  of  the  places  of  the  stars  (limited  even 
as  they  then  were)  was  liable  to  great  confusion,  since  the  figure  itself  was  not 
always  well  defined  or  understood : it  therefore  occurred  to  Bayer  that  much  of  this 
inconvenience  might  be  removed,  if  the  stars  in  each  constellation,  visible  to  the 
naked  eye  (which  were  ail  that  were  then  known),  were  denoted  by  the  letters  of 
the  aiphaWt,  in  the  order  of  their  magnitudes ; those  which  were  of  the  greatest 
magnitude  being  denoted  by  the  first  letters,  and  so  on  successively  to  the  end 
of  the  alphabet.  This  was  a great  improvement  on  the  former  mode  of  designa- 
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tion,  as  it  at  once  indicated  the  clast  to  whicli  any  particular  atar  in  a given  con- 
Ktellation  might  l>e  assigned  : and  although  there  might  be  some  uncertainty  as  to 
the  precise  magnitude  indicated  by  any  particular  letter,  and  although  the  same 
letters  would  not  always  indicate  the  same  magtiitude,  when  used  in  different 
lamstellations,  yet  with  res[x?ct  to  any  given  constellation,  it  gave  a tolerably 
clear  idea  of  the  class,  to  which  any  star  belonged ; and,  by  the  help  of  maps, 
their  positions  were  pretty  well  authenticated. 

Buyer  began  with  the  Greek  alphalwt ; and  if  the  known  stars  in  the  given 
constellation  exceeded  the  number  of  letters  in  that  alphabet,  he  then  took  up  the 
Human  alphabet  as  far  as  was  re<|uired.*  These  two  alphabets  fully  answered 
his  purpose : fur  he  did  nut  meet  with  any  ooiistellatiun  where  it  wits  necessary 
to  extend  the  notation  beyond  the  second  ijphaliet.  Flamsteed  proposed  to 
follow  Bayer,  by  affixing  to  the  respective  stars  in  each  constellation,  the  corre- 
sponding letters  in  Hayer's  maps : at  the  same  time  however  preserving  also  in 
many  cases  the  verbose  descriptions  and  the  proper  names  of  the  principal  stars, 
agreeably  to  the  custom  of  his  predecessors.  C)n  these  latter  points  he  was 
rigidly  austere,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  anathema  pronounced  by  him  (in  his 
Prolegomena,  page  161)  on  all  such  os  should  deviate  from  that  practice. f In 
comparing  the  stars  iu  the  British  Catalogue,  with  those  in  Bayer’s  maps, 
I have  met  with  several  errors,  which  I have  here  corrected.  These  errors  have 
arisen  sometimes  from  the  printer  having  mistaken  Flamsteed’s  letters,  which 
are  frequently  obscurely  written  :J  whilst  in  other  cases  Flamsteed  appears  to  have 
taken  the  wrong  letters  from  Bayer’s  maps.§  However  this  may  l)e,  I have  here 

• The  word  Roman  ia  here  uacd  in  contradiatincunn  to  the  Greek  ; and  in  fact  the  Roman  efui- 
racter  waa  the  one  actually  adopted  by  Bayer : but  modem  astronomera  prefer  the  Italic  letters,  as 
being  more  easily  diatinguiabable  in  print.  Bayer  never  used  any  capital  letters,  except  the  letter  A ; 
which  he  has  invariably  adopted,  both  in  hia  letter-presa  and  on  his  maps,  whenever  he  entered  on 
the  second  alphahet. 

t The  following  ia  the  passage  alluded  to.  **  Tertia  [columna]  verd  atcllaruni  indicat  nomina 
**  aeeundum  Ptolenueum ; qute  quidem  nomina  mordicha  teneuda  el  conaervauda  duxi:  quando. 
**  quidem  non  solum  Arabes  et  Peram,  in  suis  atellarum  catalogis,  et  suarum  ohaervationum  historiis. 

Bed  et  Germani,  Itali,  Galli,  Hispani,  Luaitani,  atque  mwtrates  Britanni,  iiadem  uai  aunt  nomi- 
*'  nibus  : atque,  si  aliter  feciaaent,  vetemm  observationea  intellectu  admodum  difliciles  reddidiasent. 
**  Vetcribus  igitur  adhaeresco ; ac  innovatorea  ignaroa,  arrogantea,  ah  omnibus  integerrimia,  et  peri- 
” tiasimia  astronomue  profeaaoribua  |iOBteria  castigandos  relinquo  et  puniendos.’* 

1 Thus,  65  Pitcium  ia  i not  i ; 52  Amlramedtr  is  x not  X ; 61  Kridani  is  (i  not  h ,*  62  Gemina- 
rum  is  p not  f ; 15  Scorpii  ia  tf>  not  x;  45  licreulii  ia  / not  e.  But  see  the  nofer  to  Nos.  82, 193, 
661, 110,  1041,  1512,  1841.  2214,  2.31.1,  2112,  2400,  and  perha]is  aomc  others. 

$ Thus,  49  AndrametUt  is  not  £ ; 50  Andramedcr  is  not  * ; 43  Cattitrprtr  is  not  e ; 56  Ccti  is 
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restored  them  all  to  Bayer's  original  stars,  as  far  as  the  same  could  be  identified ; 
conceiving  this  to  be  much  better  than  that  the  error  should  be  perpetuated.  Much 
confusion  and  inconvenience  have  already  arisen  in  many  of  these  discordant 
cases ; and  if  only  a few  corrections  were  made,  others  would  necessarily  arise, 
as  one  error  will  generally  be  found  to  involve  another.  1 have  therefore  consi- 
dered it  l)etter  to  revi.se  the  whole,  and  to  restore  Bayer’s  letters  in  every  case  to 
their  projter  stars  ; or  to  such  stars  as  may  most  nearly  approach  the  positions 
intended  to  be  laid  down  by  Bayer. 

But,  besides  these  letters  of  Bayer,  Flamsteed  has  frequently  introduced  new 
ones  (and  in  some  cases,  duplicate*)  of  his  own.  This,  however,  I have  reason 
to  Ijelieve  was  only  done,  as  a temporary  measure  for  convenient  reference  ;* 
ami  had  he  lived  to  revise  his  catalogue  himself,  when  it  was  finally  published, 

I luive  no  doubt  but  tliat  he  would  have  reconsidered  and  amended  the  subject ; or 
probably  have  omitted  such  new  letters  altogether.  For  as  it  tvas  Bayer's  object 
that  the  order  of  magnitudes  should,  as  nearly  us  possible,  follow  the  order  of  the 
letters,  it  is  evident  that  the  introduction  of  such  new  letters  would,  in  most 
cases,  be  at  variance  with  this  great  and  advantageous  principle.  'Ftius,  for  the 
sake  of  an  example,  let  us  take  tlie  case  of  1,  6,  and  12  Aquita,  which  Flam- 
steed has  (without  reference  to  Bayer)  res|iectively  designated  by  the  letters  m, 
/,  and  i : and  which,  according  to  Bayer’s  system  of  notation,  would  be  consi- 

not  V ; 55  Cassiopetr  i«  not « ; 6 Pertfi  is  not  A ; 58  ratin'  it  not  h ; 27  Orionis  it  not  p ; 57  Ccati'n 
it  not  { ; 5 Ophiuchx  is  not  g;  100  Aquarii  is  not  A.  But  see  the  notes  to  Nos.  159, 174,  184,  190, 
237,  257,  261,  538,  710,  831,  1245,  1252,  1654,  2245,  3251,  and  perhaps  tome  othera. 

* Sre  the  group  of  6 start,  situate  under  the  feet  of  Cotssiopefiy  in  Flamsteed's  maps,  designated 
by  the  letters  c,  ftf^g^h : also  the  group  of  6 start  between  Ai^7a  and  Opkiuehus^  designated 
by  the  letters  i,  /,  m,  n,  o : also  the  two  groups  in  Peganu^  one  consisting  of  3 start,  deaignated 
by  the  letters  «,/,  and  the  other  consiating  of  4 stars  designated  by  the  letters  /,  m,  n,  : alsi> 
the  group  of  5 stars  in  Cygntts  designated  by  the  letters  A,  t,  /,  m ; also  the  group  of  5 stars  in 
Ophiuchus^  designated  by  the  letters  n,  o,  p,  r : also  the  group  of  4 stars,  near  Medusa’s  head,  in 
PerseuSt  designated  by  the  letters  p,  9,  r,  f : also  the  group  of  3 stars  in  Geminiy  designated  by  the 
letters  p,  9,  r:  also  the  group  of  3 stars  near  the  tail  of  CetuSy  designated  by  the  letters  /,  9,  A : 
also  the  group  of  stars  forming  the  PleiaHeSy  deaignated  by  the  letters  6,  c,  r/,  e,  /,  g,  A,  A,  /,  m,  p,  s. 
Id  all  these,  and  loine  others  of  a like  kind  that  might  be  adduced,  I consider  that  Flamsteed  hail 
inserted  the  letters  in  his  MS  maps,  fur  a temporan.'  purpose  only,  whilst  he  was  in  the  course  of 
rerifying  the  positions  of  the  stars  (similar  to  the  plan  adopted  by  Newton  in  bis  Principia,  fur 
showing  the  path  of  the  comet  of  1680,  and  by  many  modem  astronomers  when  unknown  stars 
are  referred  to) : and  that  such  letters  have  been  inadvertently  and  improperly  retained  by  his 
editors.  I have  therefore,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  text,  in  all  casea  rqecied  them,  when  they 
do  not  accord  with  Bayer. 
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(lered  as  ouly  of  the  6th  magnitude;  since  A is  the  last  letter  which  he  uses  in 
that  constellation.  They  are  however  all  of  the  4th  magnitude ; and  if  Buyer’s 
|>rinciple  were  followed,  ought  to  have  been  inserted  after  the  letter  fi.  Again, 
70  Ophiuehi  is  designated  by  the  letter  p,  in  the  Britieh  Cataiop^e ; and  there- 
fore (according  to  Bayer's  principle)  might  Ije  supposed  to  be  a star  of  very  small 
magnitude ; certainly  not  greater  than  the  6th.  But  it  is  a star  of  the  4th  mag- 
nitude ; and  therefore  ought  to  class  with  X and  p..  As  the  introduction  of  such 
new  letters,  therefore,  vitiates  the  whole  of  Bayer’s  principle  of  notation,  I have  in 
all  cases  rejected  them  ; and  retain  none  but  those  adopted  by  Bayer  himself. 

A more  striking  instance,  however,  of  the  perversion  of  Bayer’s  principle  of 
notation  may  be  seen  in  the  method  which  has  been  adopted,  in  the  British 
Catahgue,  in  designating  the  stars  in  the  constellation  Coma  Berenice*. 
This  constellation  is  not  inserted  amongst  Bayer’s  maps:  and  therefore  the 
whole  of  it  is  new  ground  to  Flamsteed,  who  has  paid  no  attention  whatever  to 
the  leading  feature  of  Bayer’s  method.  For  in  the  first  place  he  does  not  use 
any  Greek  letters : and  secondly,  the  letters  which  he  does  use,  are  not  chosen 
or  adaptetl  with  any  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the  stars;  and  are  applied 
only  to  a small  cluster,  in  the  middle  of  tlie  constellation.  They  seem  intro- 
duced (as  I have  before  stated)  for  the  sake  of  some  temporary  convenience ; and 
as  they  are  so  completely  at  variance  with  the  principles  laid  down  by  Bayer,  I 
have  rejected  the  whole  of  them  ; lieing  fully  convinced  that  they  never  would 
have  been  sanctioned  by  Flamsteed,  hud  he  lived  to  see  the  final  correction  and 
jiublication  of  his  catalogue. 

Sometimes  there  is  a doubt,  as  in  the  case  of  two  near  stars  of  equal  (or 
nearly  equal)  magnitude,  to  which  stir  Bayer’s  letter  should  be  applied.  \\’hen 
such  instances  occur  Flamsteed  lias  annexed  the  letter  to  each  of  them,  and 
affixed  the  numerals  1 and  2,  according  to  their  order  of  right  ascension.  Thus, 
in  the  case  of  x Tauri,  the  two  stars  are  designated  as  x'  and  x’ ; although  there 
is  only  one  star  denoted  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map.  This  is  justifiable,  since 
it  cannot  now  be  ascertained  as  to  which  of  the  two  in  particular  Buyer  meant  to 
affix  that  letter:  and  probably  their  joint  effect  might  have  produced  the  appear- 
ance of  one  star  to  his  eye.  Other  cases  of  this  kind  occasionally  occur ; and  as 
no  inconvenience  or  confusion  can  arise  from  this  method,  I have  preserved 
Flamsteed’s  mmle  of  designation.  But.  where  the  two  stars  differ  much  from 
each  other  in  magnitude,  and  are  clearly  distinguishable,  such  a mode  of  nota- 
tion may  lead  to  some  confusion,  as  it  evidently  vitiates  the  leading  principle  of 
Bayer’s  method.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  p,  Cancri,  where  one  of  the  stars  is  of  the 
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oth,  awl  tlie  other  only  of  the  7th  magnitude,  and  which  Flamsteed  calls  /a.'  and 
ft*,  1 hare  rejected  the  letter  aa  applied  to  the  Hrat  of  theae  stars,  and  retainerl 
it  only  in  the  latter ; aa  there  can  he  no  <]ueation  aa  to  which  of  these  two  was 
intended  to  l>e  so  distinguished  hy  Buyer  : and  by  designating  the  former  by  the 
letter  ju.,  a false  estimate  of  its  magnitude  is  held  out  to  the  world.  The  same 
remarks  may  l>e  a]>plied  to  several  others:  but  it  is  needless  to  multiply 
examples  of  this  kind  ; since  they  must  l>e  obvious  to  every  one  conversant  with 
this  subject.  Flamsteed  has  indeed  too  frequently  broken  through  this  lemling 
principle  of  Bayer's  method,  by  adding  nnmerals  (in  the  order  of  right  ascension) 
to  Bayer’s  letters,  without  any  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the  stars  in  question ; 
and  sometimes  even  in  dedauce  of  Biiyer's  express  notation,  'llius,  let  us  take 
the  case  of  2,  d,  and  6 Virginin : the  former  (which  is  of  the  5th  magnitude) 
is  callecl  by  Bayer  § ; and  the  two  latter,  (which  are  of  the  6th  magnitude) 
A‘  and  A*.  But  Flamsteed,  on  account  of  the  proiimity  of  the  drst  two  stars, 
vrithout  any  regard  to  their  magnitudes,  has  called  them  and  ^ ; and  denoted 
the  latter  only  by  A.  These  errors  I have  corrected  in  the  present  catalogue. 
In  some  instances  an  innovation  appears  to  have  been  made  without  due  consi- 
deration: thus  5 Geminurum  is  properly  31  Geminonim  in  the  British  Cata- 
logue, and  is  so  called  by  Flamsteed : but  he  has  also  designated  30  Geminonitii 
(a  star  of  smaller  magnitude)  by  that  letter,  overlooking  entirely  32  Oeminurum, 
which  is  marked  as  of  equal  magnitude  and  much  nearer  Bayer’s  star.  All 
such  discordances  are  also  corrected  in  the  present  catalogue. 

Tliere  are  four  dusters  of  stars  in  Bayer’s  maps,  distinguishe*!  by  a single 
letter  only,  which  appear  to  have  been  partly  overlooked  by  Flamsteed ; these  are 
T Serpentis  consisdng  of  8 stars ; t Kridani  consisting  of  9 stars ; u Eridaiii 
consisting  of  7 stars ; and  v Orionis  consisting  of  6 stars.  In  all  these  case.s 
Flamsteed  has  supposed  that  Buyer  intended  to  denote  only  two  stars  in  each  of 
those  constellations  which  has  probably  arisen  from  his  having  only  the  maps 

* Tbe  group  of  10  stan,  dcnignated  by  Bftyer  u Averiga^  been  wholly  overlooked  by 
Flamsteed,  as  there  is  no  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  the  BrilUh  Cali^ogue : probably  from 
the  difficulty  uf  identifying  the  particular  stars.  In  fact  1 have  not  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  on 
this  point,  and  I must  leave  the  case  as  it  ia.  The  stars  in  question  are  the  group  lying  between 
90© — 100®  right  ascension,  and  38^ — 50®  north  ikclinatiou.  Some  of  than  may  be  ideutiBed ; but 
unless  tbe  whole  be  satisfactorily  made  out,  it  would  only  introduce  confiiaioo  to  apply  Bayer’s 
letters  to  a portion  of  them.  Fortunately  the  stars  are  of  small  magnitude;  and  wbeilkcr  tbe 
letter  be  applied  or  not,  is  a matter  of  no  great  moment.  I would  here  also  remark  that  some 
difference  of  opinion  formerly  existed  as  to  the  identity  of  the  8 stars  forming  the  cluster  r .Ser- 
pentis : some  astronomers  conceiving  that  33  ought  to  be  included,  and  22  SerperUu 
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of  Jiayer,  without  the  letter-preiiii  printed  at  the  back  ; as  in  such  case,  the  mis- 
take might  easily  have  occurred.  I’erliape  this  circumstance  may  also  have 
given  rise  to  other  deviations  from  Bayer’s  method.*  In  all  these  instances  1 
have  restored  Bayer's  letter,  annexing  the  numerals  in  the  usual  manner  hut  it 
may  he  proper  to  make  a few  additional  remarks  in  the  case  of  u Eridani.  Only 
four  of  the  7 stars,  so  designated  by  Bayer,  were  observed  by  Flamsteerl, 
on  account  of  their  great  southern  declination  ; and  only  two  of  them  to  which 
he  has  annexed  any  letter,  which  are  culled  by  him  o'  anil  o*.  But  they  arc,  in 
fact,  o*  and  o'  of  Bayer ; and  the  other  two  stars  are  o*  and  o‘,  and  must  be 
resloreil  to  their  proper  order : otherwise  when  the  stars  in  the  southern  hemi- 
sphere come  to  be  joined  with  those  in  the  northern  hemisphere,  in  one  general 
catalogue  (as  must,  sooner  or  later,  be  the  case)  another  source  of  discordance 
w ill  arise,  which  had  better  be  obviateil  at  once.I  I am  aware  that  some  con- 
fusion is  likely  to  arise,  at  first,  from  these  various  alterations  ; which  have  not 
la-en  made  without  due  reflection,  nor  without  consulting  those  who  are  well 
versed  in  the  subject  But,  I trust,  if  any  such  confusion  is  experienced,  that  it 
will  soon  wear  away,  and  that  the  alterations  here  adopted  will  eventually  tend 
to  the  convenience  of  the  practical  astronomer. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  practice,  of  late  years,  to  increase  the  number  of 

omitted.  But  u the  itar,  luppoeed  to  be  33  Serptntit,  does  not  exist,  there  con  nuw  be  no  doubt 
on  the  subjcct.^ 

* The  copy  of  Bayer’s  maps,  which  belonged  to  tike  late  Mr.  A.  Sharp,  who  had  the  final  arrange- 
ment of  Flamateed’i  mapa,  ia  now  in  the  pomesaion  of  Mrs.  Giles,  and  does  not  contain  the  letter- 
prcM  at  the  back  of  the  mafia.  There  arc  many  copies  of  this  imperfect  edition  in  existence : they 
Hear  the  same  date  (1603),  and  appear  to  be  printed  from  the  same  plates,  as  the  perfect  edition. 

t The  usual  manner  of  annexing  the  numerals  ia  acconling  to  the  order  of  the  right  ascensions 
of  the  stars : but,  in  a few  cases,  it  would  seem  that  Bayer  intended  a dificrcut  arrangement.  Thus 
the  stars,  forming  the  two  series  denoted  by  w ^rufoni,  and  Aur/^,  appear  to  be  reckoned  in 
the  order  of  their  north  polar  distances:  whilst  those  denoted  by  v Eridani  seem  as  if  reckoned 
contrary  to  the  order  of  their  right  ascensions.  These  few  doubtful  instances,  howf*rer,  ought  not 
to  invalidate  the  general  rule  adopted  by  astronomers. 

t Already  tome  confusion  of  this  kind  has  been  introduced  by  the  inattention  of  Lacaille  to 
Bayer’s  letters  and  method.  Thus  41  Eridani  (which  is  the  fourth  of  the  series  of  stars  designated 
by  the  letter  v in  Bayer’s  map)  is  called  ( ; which  letter  is  aMxed  by  Bayer  to  a star  situate  in  a 
very  different  part  of  the  constellation  : again  43  Eridani  (which  is  the  fifth  of  the  above  scries)  is 
called  d:  whilst  the  first,  second,  and  third  of  the  above  series,  are  respectively  called  A,/,  and 
Numerous  other  cases  may  also  be  met  with ; and  it  is  hoped  that  this  subject  will  engage  the 
attention  of  those  modem  astronomers  who  are  about  to  publish  new  catalogues  of  the  stars  in  the 
southern  hemisphere,  from  their  own  observations  j otherwise  this  confusion  may  be  inadvertently 
increased,  and  perhaps  rendered  perpetual. 
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letters  hy  irhick  the  stars  are  denoted  ; “ a custom  more  honored  in  the  breach 
“ than  the  observance since  much  confusion  has  thereby  l)een  introduced, 
which  otherwise  would  not  have  occurred.  Piazzi  led  the  way,  by  adding 
a variety  of  letters,  both  large  aud  small,  without  any  system  or  regularity:  but 
it  has  since  been  carried  to  a most  inconvenient,  and  even  absunl,  length 
by  Bode,  who  has,  in  his  great  catalogue,  exhausted  two  or  three  alphabets  on 
some  of  the  constellations,  without  the  prospect  of  its  leading  to  any  advantage. 
Other  astronomers  h.ave  intrialuccd  a practice  of  designating  stars,  contiguous 
to  any  of  Bayer’s  known  stars,  by  numerals,  according  to  the  order  of  their  right 
ascension ; w'ithout  any  regard  to  their  similarity  of  magnitude,  which  is  the 
veiy  essence  of  Bayer’s  notation.  'I’hns  we  meet  with  a'  lAbric,  od  Ceti, 

Capricorni,  and  some  others,  which  can  have  no  preten.sions  to  be  classed  with 
the  stars  designated  by  those  letters  in  Bayer’s  maps.*  Indeed  it  would  have 
lieen  much  better  had  Bayer  himself  limited  his  notation  to  a few  of  the  first 
letters  of  the  Greek  alphala^t,  so  as  to  have  excluded  all  stars  below  the  4th  or 
5th  magnitude ; since  the  smaller  stars  were  very  likely,  especially  in  his  day,  to 
l>c  mistaken  one  for  the  other ; even  as  we  now  find  to  be  the  case  when 
we  attempt  to  identify  some  of  his  stars.  As  a much  more  convenient  and 
certain  mode  of  designating  the  stars,  by  means  of  a numerical  arrangement  in 
the  order  of  their  right  ascension,  is  now  universally  adopted,  astronomers  ought 
to  discountenance  any  further  innovation  on  Bayer’s  method ; and  perhaps  if 
they  were  to  agree  even  to  discard  or  disuse  his  notation  altogether,  in  stars 
below  the  4th  or  5th  magnitude,  as  above  hinted  at,  it  might  tend  to  simplify 
and  improve  the  subject.  Tliis  however  is  a matter  in  which  each  practical 
astronomer  will  use  his  own  discretion.f 

It  does  not  exactly  appear,  from  Bayer’s  work,  how  he  obtained  the  positions 
of  the  stars  which  he  has  inserted  in  his  maps.  Tycho  was  the  only  authority  in 
his  day ; and  even  the  errors  of  Tycho  would  thus  be  perj>etuated,  if  Bayer  did 
not  survey  the  heavens  himself,  and  lay  down  his  maps  from  actual  observation. 
That  some  mistakes,  arising  from  this  source,  have  been  committed,  is  evident 

• Ab  it  is  certainly  very  convenient  to  adopt  uome  sort  of  nomenclature  by  which  the  proximity 
and  order  of  right  aacenBinn  of  a amall  star,  close  to  any  one  of  Flamstced’e  Biars,  might  be  desig. 
nated,  1 would  suggest  the  ^iropriety  of  adopting  Fiazzi's  method  of  notation,  by  annexing  the 
letters  pr  or  sq  (according  as  the  small  star  ia  preceding  or  following)  instead  of  figures,  which 
are  too  apt  to  mislead. 

t The  late  Sir  Wm.  Herschel,  in  one  of  his  papers  inserted  in  the  Phil.  Trans.  (17d6,  page  181) 
says  that  he  discarded  the  tetters  entirely,  aud  used  only  numbers^  in  order  to  prevent  confusion  in 
his  references. 
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from  an  inspection  of  the  position  of  the  stars  in  the  left  leg  • of  Ophiuehue  ; 
where  a cluster  of  stars  is  ])laced  on  the  north  of  the  ecliptic,  which,  in  fact,  are 
situate  to  the  iiouth  of  that  line.  This  error  has  arisen  from  Bayer  having  too 
implicitly  followed  the  printed  copy  of  Tycho’s  catalogue  of  the  stars  in  the  con- 
stellation Ophitichue,  all  of  which  are  therein  stated  to  have  north  latitude,  and 
are  accordingly  so  printed  likewise  by  Flamsteed  in  his  Hieloria  Ceelettit. 
Hut,  I suspect  that  all  the  stars  in  Ophiuehux,  from  the  '26th  to  the  3'2ud,  both 
inclusive,  in  Tycho’s  catalogue,  as  edited  by  Flamsteed,  have  eouth  latitude ; 
othenvise  they  will  not  agree  with  the  actual  state  of  the  heavens ; nor  indeed 
can  they  l>e  all  identified  even  on  this  supposition  : and  I have  consequently  been 
obliged  to  leave  most  of  them  as  I found  them.f  Other  discordances  also,  ap- 
l>arently  arising  from  the  imperfection  of  the  catalogues  used  by  Bayer,  are 
noticed  in  the  sequel : see  more  particularly  the  noter  to  Nos.  63,  1428, 
1888,  &c. 

Part  of  the  confusion  in  the  application  of  Bayer’s  letters  has  arisen  from  a 
want  of  attention  in  drawing  the  outlines  of  the  constellations  on  the  maps ; 
whereby  it  has  sometimes  happened  that  the  stars  which  are  placed  by  Bayer  in 
one  constellation,  are  by  Flamsteed  (or  rather,  by  his  cditors_)  retained  in  another. 
'Fhus,  on  account  of  the  right  foot  of  Andromeda  being  too  far  extended,  the 
star  called  ^ Pertei  is  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  former  constellation ; 
and  thereby,  in  the  Britith  Catalogue,  the  constellation  Andromeda  appears  to 
have  two  stars  denoted  by  the  letter  <p : but  the  second  of  the  two  stars  so 
designated  ought  to  have  been  transferred  to  its  proper  constellation,  Perseut ; 
and  doubtless  would  have  been  so,  had  Flamsteed  lived  to  complete  the  maps. 
In  one  instance,  that  of  «■  Cancri,  he  or  his  editors  have  completely  mistaken  the 
three  stars,  designated  by  that  letter,  in  Bayer’s  map.  Other  cases  of  inaccu- 
rate delineation  and  arrangement  will  present  themselves  on  a more  minute 
examination  of  the  maps  and  the  catalogue,  all  of  which  I have  here  cor- 
rected. J Similar  anomalies  also  occur  even  where  no  letter  is  concerned;  single 

* In  the  left  foott  according;  to  Flamsteed. 

t On  mentioning  my  difficnlties  to  ProfeMor  Rigaud,  he  was  good  enough  to  examine  the  MS 
copy  of  Tycho’s  catalogue  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxfonh  alluded  to  in  page  368 ; and  he 
informs  me  that  tbe  3Ist  and  32nd  stars  are  marked  as  having  south  latitude  (viz.  1°  10'  and 
4'^  20') ; but  that  all  the  rest  are,  as  in  Flamsteed’s  edition,  situate  in  north  latitude.  See  also 
Kepler*s  remarks  on  some  of  these  stars  at  the  end  of  his  Tabula  Rudolphina. 

t Thus,  51  Andromedaf  which  is  called  y by  Flamsteed,  is  v Persei  ; 6 Canerit  which  is  called 
X by  Flamsteed,  is  x Gi'minorum  ; 1 5 Cancri,  which  is  called  by  Flamsteed,  is  Geninorum ; 
and  so  perhaps  with  some  others. 
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stars  belonging  to  one  cunstellation  stand  insulated,  in  the  maps,  in  the  midst  of 
other  constellations,  to  which  (according  to  tlie  Britinh  Catalogue')  tliey  do  not 
belong ; whilst  also,  in  many  instances,  the  stars  near  the  boundaries  of  two 
contiguous  constellations  are  so  interinixe<l,  tliut  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate 
one  from  the  other.  Some  of  these  discordances  I liave  collected  together  for 
the  information  of  the  reader,  and  inserted  in  the  note  below,  in  order  tliat  the 
present  subject  should  not  be  interrupted.*  Whether  it  would  be  desirable  or 
expedient  to  remodel  the  whole  of  the  Britinh  Catalogue,  us  at  present  corrected 
and  enlarged,  and  to  arrange  the  stars,  Irelonging  to  the  several  constellations, 
more  in  unison  with  correct  drawings  of  their  outlines  on  the  maps,  can  only  he 
properly  considered  in  conjunction  with  other  alteratiuiui  to  which  I shall  pre- 
setitly  allude.  Had  Flamsteed  lived  to  have  liuisbed  the  maps,  or  hud  they  appeared 
(as  he  wished)  at  the  same  time  with  the  catalogue,  these  errors  would  doubt- 
less have  been  discovered  and  corrected.  In  making  a survey  of  the  heavens, 
so  entirely  new  as  that  of  Flamsteed’s,  he  was  often  ohlige<l,  in  the  actual 
course  of  his  observations,  to  annex  to  any  new  star  passing  through  the  field  of 
the  telescope,  the  name  of  the  constellation  at  random,  leaving  it  to  be  corrected 
at  a more  convenient  and  leisure  season.  Owing  to  the  vexations  and  obstnic- 
tions  which  he  met  with,  he  died  before  this  portion  of  Ids  work  could  be  fully 
completed : and  altliough  Mr.  A.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Crosthwait  bestowed  great 

* respect  to  mispUcements  of  the  atars^  wc  find  16  7Vian^//  jmprn{>crly  inserted  in  the 
constellation  Aries  ; 101  Virginis  improperly  inserted  in  Bootes ; 6 and  *19  Leonis  Minoris  in  Leo  ; 
51  Ceti  in  Pisces;  54  Ceti  in  Aries  ; 50  CamelojfHxrdi  in  Lyrue;  32,  33,  and  34  Ophiuchi  in  the 
head  of  Hercules ; and  so  perhaps  of  many  others.  In  some  cases  the  anomaly  is  evident  on  in* 
spection,  as  where  the  misplaced  star  it  Hose  to  another  in  a different  constellation  : thus,  23  Pis- 
esusn  if  close  to  83  Pegasit  and  should  have  been  assumed  as  one  of  the  stars  in  the  latter  constella* 
cion  : in  like  manner  76  Orionis  is  dose  to  8 MonocerotiSf  1 SagittiC  is  close  to  1 VulpecuUe,  and 
25  Leonis  Minoris  is  close  to  34  Ursa  Majeris ; and  therefore  they  all  require  a similar  alteration 
in  their  arrangement.  In  many  cases  the  boundaries  of  two  contiguous  constellations  on  the  maps 
run  too  much  one  within  the  other,  and  thereby  cause  considerable  difficulty  in  identifying  the  stars. 
Thus  1 Sagittarii  is  intermixed  with  the  stars  in  OpIduHsus;  1 Agxuxrii  with  those  in  Aquila; 
29 — 33  Scxrrpii  with  those  of  Ophiuchus  ; 3 Hydra  with  those  of  Monoceros ; 37,  39,  and  34  Lyncis 
with  those  of  Ursa  Major;  19  and  46  Ursa  Majoris  with  those  of  Lynx;  25  Leonis  Minoris  with 
those  of  Ursa  Major  ; 1 Canum  Venaticorum  with  those  of  Ursa  Major  ; 40,  41,  69  and  73 — 80 
Drocom'r  with  those  of  Cepkexis;  45 — A9Serpentis  with  those  ofHercuics;  4 with  those 

of  Serpens ; 3 Cygni  with  those  of  VulpectUa;  and  perhaps  some  others.  But  the  most  singular 
anomaly  is  the  case  of  13  /Vorir,  which  is  simate  nearly  20°  from  any  part  of  that  constellation; 
and  has  moreover  the  whole  breadth  of  the  constellation  Monoceros  intervening.  It  ought  in  fact  to 
be  called  15  Canis  Minoris^  to  which  constellatioD  it  more  properly  belongs. 
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pains  in  getting  out  tlie  maps,  yet  tlie  finisliiiig  tuucli  of  tlie  classification  of  the 
stars  into  their  pro[>er  constellations  coulil  not,  for  various  reasons,  be  effectually 
accomplished.  And  it  aj>pears,  from  the  corres[)oudcnce  between  these  two 
gentlemen,  that  the  expense  of  reprinting  the  catalogue  with  their  emendations, 
iit  length  weighed  seriously  with  Mrs.  Flam.steed,  and  prevented  its  execution. 
Considering  therefore  all  the  adverse  circumstances  attending  the  case,  we 
ought  to  be  thankful  that  so  much  has  been  transmitted  to  us,  even  in  the  state 
in  which  it  now  exists.  See  the  letters  of  Mr.  Crosthwait  in  the  Apitendijr, 
Nos.  243,  260,  272,  &c.  In  order  that  the  reader  tnay  see  at  one  view  the 
several  alterations  wliich  I have  made  in  the  application  of  Bayer's  letters,  as 
well  as  a list  of  the  new  ones  and  du|ilicates  introduced  by  Flamsteed,  which  1 
have  discarded,  1 shall  insert  the  wliole  of  them  in  Table  I,  at  the  end  of 
the  notes.  The  alterations  which  have  been  made  are  legitimate  corrections, 
and  therefore  require  no  apology  ; the  propriety  of  discarding  the  new  letters 
introduced  by  Flamsteed  must  rest  on  the  decision  of  the  public. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  here  to  enter  into  the  propriety  or  expediency 
of  making  a total  revision  and  amendment  of  Bayer's  method  of  designating 
the  principal  stars,  so  us  to  include  those  of  considerable  magnitude  which 
he  has  omitted,  and  to  exclude  such  as  are  of  inferior  magnitude,  and  therefore 
liable  to  be  confused  one  with  another : or  whether  it  w ould  be  desirable  to 
extend  his  plan  to  other  constellations  than  those  of  Ptolemy,  viz.  to  Coma  Bere- 
nices re-introduced  by  Tycho,  and  to  the  8 constellations  intro<luccd  by  Hevelius.* 
.Such  a measure,  if  considered  desirable  (and  there  can  be  no  question  of 
its  convenience  and  advantage,  if  too  much  confusion  would  not  Ire  created 
thereby),  will  doubtless  be  taken  up  by  others  more  competent  to  decide  on  its 
general  pnipriety,  and  mori!  likely  to  secure  its  general  adoption,  if  determinerl 
upon.  Tliat  Bayer’s  plan  was  imperfectly  executed  at  first,  is  tor>  notorious 
(and  that  it  should  have  been  so  much  so,  is  somewhat  surprising  at  the  present 
day),  since  several  stars  of  the  4th  and  5th,  and  some  even  of  the  3rd  magnitudes, 
are  wholly  omitte<t  in  his  maps ; and  only  a small  pt>rtion  of  tliose  of  the  titli 
magnitude  retained.f  Moreover  the  southern  hemisphere  was  not  sufficiently 
well  known  at  that  period  to  warrant  a S|iecial  nomenclature  : and  although 
astronomers  may  justly  hesitate  about  reforming  the  nomenclature  of  the  stars 

• Afoneesros.  SextanSy  Camehpartlus,  t,ynx,  Leo  Minor,  Canes  Venaticorum,  Vulpecuta,  sihI 
haci'rtn. 

t DeUmbre  h»»  juitly  remsrkcil  thm  no  m«n  ever  icquired  immortnl  fame  >1  so  little  itcrifice  or 
trouble,  BE  Bayer. 
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in  tlie  northern  heinispliere,  it  W'ell  tieroines  those  distinguished  astronomers, 
who  are  now  about  to  puhlisli  new  catalogues  of  the  southern  stars,  to  consider 
whether  their  nomenclature  can  l>e  placed  on  such  a footing  as  will  destroy  the 
anomalies  and  discordances  that  at  present  exist. 

With  respect  to  the  magnitudes  of  the  stars,  I have  compared  every  star  in 
the  British  Catalogue  with  the  corresponding  one  in  Piazzi's  : and  wherever 
I found  a consiilerable  discordance,  and  in  numerous  other  cases,  1 have 
had  recourse  to  the  or/gina/ observations.  If  the  error  has  been  manifest,  the 
rei|uisite  alteration  has  been  made;  but  always  with  a note  of  the  same.  In 
other  (irreconcileable)  cases  of  ronsitlerable  disconlance  with  modern  observers, 
I have  merely  noted  the  faet ; since  the  star  may  possibly  Iw  included  in  the 
class  of  variable  stars ; the  extent  and  number  of  which  arc  not  sufficiently 
known  at  the  present  day.  But  where  there  appears  to  be  a difference  of  only 
one  magnitude,  between  the  values  given  in  the  British  Catalogue,  and  those 
of  modern  astronomers  (of  which  there  are  perhaps  almut  500  cases),  1 have  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  notice  the  circumstance ; for,  in  Flamsteed’s  time  this 
subject  was  not  sufficiently  attended  to;  ami  he  has  frc<|uently  adopted  the 
magnitude  recorded  against  the  observation  fnim  which  the  star  was  reduc«-d, 
without  comparing  it  with  other  observations,  and  taking  the  mean.  In  the 
case  of  the  principal  stars,  he  has  not  noted  their  magnitudes  in  his  observa- 
tions, but  appears  to  have  assumed  such  as  had  been  agreed  on  by  his  prede- 
cessors. ITie  magnitudes,  as  now  corrected,  will  be  found  to  be  much  more  in 
accordance  with  modern  observations,  than  in  the  British  Catalogue,  where  the 
subject  does  not  seem  to  have  been  minutely  attended  to  by  the  editors.  And  1 
would  here  remark  that,  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  Observations,  the  magnitudes 
are  very  frequently  omitted,  and  oftentimes  erroneous ; and  that  in  no  case  is 
the  half  magnitude  noted : so  that  if,  at  any  future  time,  it  shoidd  be  cousidere<l 
desirable  to  investigate  this  subject  more  fully,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  the  original  manuscripts* 

In  the  natation  of  the  magnitudes  I have  intro<lured  an  alteration  whieli 
I trust  will  be  found  convenient  and  useful.  It  has  hitherto  l)een  the  practice 
to  designate  the  magnitude  of  a star,  which  is  supjmsed  to  be  nearly  a mean 
between  two  other  given  magnitudes,  by  noting  down  the  two  extreme  magni- 
tudes, and  inserting  a dot  between  them.  Thus,  a star  which  is  almve  the 

• I would  also  otMcrve  that  on  consulting  the  original  MSS,  the  reader  will  occasionally 
find  the  letters  p and  e annexed  to  the  magnitudes.  The  former  (I  apprehend)  stands  for  puriUu  ; 
and  the  latter,  for  circiter.  This  is  not  noticed  in  any  of  his  printed  works. 


406 


Introduction  to  the  British  Catalogue. 


fourtli  magnitude,  but  not  8o  great  us  the  third,  is  designated  as  3*4m  : and  in 
some  instances  we  find  tiiut,  when  the  observer  has  conceived  that  it  was  rather 
nearer  to  one  of  the  fourth  magnitude  than  to  one  of  tlie  third,  the  order  of  the 
figures  h<is  i)een  reversed,  and  written  thus  (4'3m);  which  latter  expression 
means  I presume  the  same  as  the  character  4*  used  by  Tyclio,  as  mentioned  in 
page  368.  If  it  were  retjuired  to  designate  a mstgiiitude  rather  less  than  the 
third,  and  yet  not  so  small  as  3 4,  Tycho  would  annex  two  large  dots  to  the 
figure  3,  thus  (3:);  whilst  Flamsteed  would  annex  the  letter  p thereto,  thus 
(3^).*  But  this  vague  and  indefinite  system  of  notation  ought  not  to  exist  at 
the  present  day  ; and  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  introduce  a more  convenient 
and  general  moile  of  designating  the  precise  magnitude  of  a star,  as  far  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained  with  any  tolerable  accuracy.']'  Even  tlie  term  magni- 
tude is  incorrect ; since  the  expression  has  no  relation  to  the  size  of  the  object, 
but  merely  to  its  brilliancy:  unless  indeed  we  suppose  that  the  largest  stars  are 
the  nearest  to  us  in  position.  Sir  4\'m.  Herscliel  has  entered  into  this  subject 
at  great  length  in  his  several  papers  “ On  the  comparative  brightness  of  the 
Stars,”  inserted  in  the  Phil.  Tram,  for  1796,  1797,  and  1799,  but  with  a some- 
what different  view  from  that  in  which  I am  now  considering  it;  and  he  has 
there  introduced  several  new  conventional  marks  for  expressing  minute  differ- 
ences of  magnitude,  and  at  the  same  time  laments  the  insufficiency  of  the  usual 
mode  of  notation.  But  surely  there  can  be  no  greater  difficulty  in  designating 
the  apparent  magnitude  (or  brilliancy)  of  the  stars,  than  there  is  in  designating  or 
expressing  magnitudes  of  any  other  kind  ; and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  a 
whole  magnitude  (or  what  may  be  conceived,  by  any  individual  astrotiomer, 
to  be  a whole  magnitude)  should  not  be  divided  into  as  many  fracfional  parts 
as  may  be  found  convenient  or  distinguishable.  As  the  decimal  system  of 
notation,  however,  may  be  liable  to  be  mistaken  for,  and  confused  with  the 
ancient  method,  I have  preferred  the  adoption  of  the  common  yVaef ton.  In  the 
present  catalogue  therefore,  wherever  Flamsteed  has  usetl  3‘4,  I have  adopted 
3J ; and  wherever  he  has  used  4’3,  I have  adopted  3J:  and  thus  with  other 
cases  where  the  author  intended  to  express  some  fractional  part  of  a whole  mag- 

• Sec  the  preceding  note. 

t Formerly  the  fractional  psrta  of  a second,  in  transit  oheerrationa,  nacd  to  be  designated  by 
certain  conventional  characteia,  under  the  inipresaion  that  the  second  of  time  could  not  be  accu- 
rately divided,  in  such  obaervationa.  But  this  has  at  length  given  way  to  the  more  perfect  ayatem 
of  decimal  luXation ; and  with  how  much  advantage  to  the  acience  the  practical  astronomer  well 
knows. 
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uitude.  Even  these  quarter  magnitudes  niiglit  be  again  divided,  and  we  might 
thus  have  3i,  3j,  &c. : and  altliough  there  may  frequently  be  a doubt  about 
the  limits  or  degrees  of  magnitudes,  yet  with  reference  to  any  particular  star 
as  a standard,  we  have  thus  the  means  of  recording  in  a concise  manner  all 
the  a|>parent  shades  of  difference,  without  the  necessity  of  using  so  much  cir- 
cumlocution, or  such  a vague  system  of  notation,  as  that  which  has  been  hitherto 
pursucfl. 

Although  (as  I have  already  stated)  I have  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  enter 
on  the  arduous  tiisk  of  attempting  to  reduce  the  observations  of  Flamsteed, 
agreeably  to  the  refine<l  modes  of  modern  computation,  yet  I shall  here  endeavor 
to  render  such  slight  service,  as  I am  able,  to  those  who  may  devote  tlieinselves 
to  this  inquiry,  or  who  may  be  desirous  of  examining  any  particular  portion  of 
such  observations.  These  helps  will  consist  of  four  tables,  inserted  at  the  end  of 
this  volume,  which  u'ill  enable  the  computer  to  investigate  and  ascertain  the 
errors  in  the  position  and  division  of  the  mural  arc,  to  determine  the  amount  of 
precession,  aberration,  and  nutation  on  any  given  day,  and  to  obtain  a more 
correct  (though  I still  fear  only  an  approximate)  value  for  the  refraction  at  various 
times  of  the  year.  I shall  here  give  the  description  and  use  of  these  several  tables. 

Table  K gives  the  position,  for  the  e|KM!h  1690,  of  all  such  principal  stars  in 
the  Britieh  Catalogue,  an<l  of  such  of  the  minor  ones,  as  have  been  observed  by 
Klamstee<i  ten  times  and  upwards,  and  as  have  also  Ijeen  since  observed  by 
Bradley  and  Pond.  These  positions  are  de<lnced  agreeably  to  the  following 
formula,  given  by  M.  Bessel  in  his  Fundamenta  Aitronomia,  page  136;  viz.* 

B - (P-B)  X + 0>-v)  X 101  1 

where  P denotes  the  position  of  the  star  in  Mr.  Pond’s  last  catalogue  of  Ilia 
stars,  and  the  rest  of  the  quantities  as  in  page  387  By  means  of  the  stars 
thus  reduced,  amounting  to  348  in  number,  the  computer  is  almost  sure  to  find, 
on  any  given  day,  one  goo«l  detennining  star  at  least  (if  not  more)  as  a normal 
point  of  comparison  for  his  inve.stigations.  The  annual  precession  for  the  same 
epoch,  annexed  to  each  star,  has  been  determined  by  means  of  the  following 
formula,  given  also  by  M.  Bessel  in  the  work  above-mentioned ; viz. 

«•  — (p  — v)  X l 't44 

* The  position  of  Polaris  is  in  exception  : the  right  ucension  and  declinition  of  this  star  hive 
been  deduced  trom  the  Ibrmuli  in  page  306  of  the  same  work. 
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AikI  the  annual  pmper  inutiun  of  the  star  fivhich  is  inserted  in  a separate 
collateral  column)  is  oltbiined  hy  means  of  the  following  formula,  deduced  also 
from  the  same  work  of  M.  IJessel : viz. 

,-^(P-B)-i(2p  + 0 

The  amount  of  the  annual  variation  will  consequently  be  obtained  by  taking 
the  alfrebraical  sutn  of  these  two  last-mentioned  quantities. 

'lahle  L contains  the  sun’s  true  longitude,  deduced  from  Delamhre's  tables, 
for  every  10th  day  of  the  year,  on  the  8up|K)sition  that  its  true  longitude  on 
January  1,  1090,  at  midnight,  at  Greenwich,  old  ntyle,  and  according  to  the  civil 
mode  of  reckoning,*  is  exactly  1^92"  O'  0".  The  values  for  any  intermediate 
day  may  be  readily  obtained  by  allowing  about  1“  for  each  day's  variation. 
These  values  are  exjiressed  in  degrees,  and  decimal  piirts  of  a degree.  In  a 
collateral  column  I have  given  the  corresponding  number  of  days  ela|>sed  tince 
midnight  of  January  1st ; and,  in  the  last  column,  have  given  the  corresponding 
decimal  fraction  of  the  year  for  such  elajised  portion. 

Table  M contains,  first,  the  correction  which  should  be  applied  to  the  sun’s 
longitude  in  Table  K in  order  to  obtain  the  accurate  value  for  any  given  year 
therein  expressed;  with  a view  of  correcting  (when  so  required)  the  error 
arising  from  the  assumption  of  the  sun's  longitude  being  exactly  292',  which  in 
fact  is  never  the  case.  Secondly,  the  mean  longitude  of  the  moon’s  node  on 
January  1st,  at  midnight,  at  Greenwich,  old  style,  in  the  several  years  therein 
.stated.  At  the  bottom  of  this  table  is  given  the  daily  variation  in  the  place  of 
the  moon’s  node. 

By  means  of  these  three?  tables,  the  amount  of  the  annual  variation  of  any  of 
the  stars,  for  any  given  day,  may  be  readily  determined  : as  likewise  the  argu- 
ments for  entering  the  tables  of  aberration  and  nutation. 

Table  N is  inserteil  for  the  purjiose  of  computing  the  refractions  more  accu- 
ratidy  than  by  the  method  adopted  by  Flamsteetl.  It  contains  the  mean  height 
of  the  thermometer,  for  the  several  months  of  the  year,  deduced  from  the  mean 
result  of  10  years’  observations  made  at  the  Royal  Observatory,  from  1818  to 
1827  ; and  the  mean  height  of  the  barometer  for  the  whole  of  such  period.  The 

* Thst  is,  on  Jan.  Isl,  at  12*,  I have  preferred  midnigfti  to  noon,  because  the  major  part  of  the 
observations  were  made  nearer  to  tbe  former  hour  than  to  the  latter.  The  values  were  correctly 
computed  for  every  30th  day;  and  the  intermediate  quantities  obtained  by  interpolation.  Tbe 
results  are  sufficiently  near,  for  tbe  purpoae  intended. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Intrmiurtiun  to  the  Bhitish  Catjlogve. 


409 


mode  pursued  in  forming  this  table  was  hy  taking  out,  from  the  printed  volumes 
of  the  Ohservntions,  the  height  of  the  barometer  and  the  exterior  thermometer, 
on  each  day,  as  near  to  the  hour  of  9 o’clock  in  the  evening  os  the  same  «ere 
registered.  1 apprehend  that  no  great  error  cun  arise  from  the  adoption  of 
this  table,  especially  if  the  star  he  not  very  iie.ir  the  horizon.  The  tir.st  nume- 
rical eolumii  shows  the  highest  mean  height  for  any  given  month  for  some 
one  year  out  of  the  10  years  ; and  the  second  column  shows  the  lowest  mean 
height ; the  last  column  shows  the  general  mean  height  for  any  given  month, 
deiiucerl  from  the  mean  of  the  whole  10  years;  and  is  the  value  which  should  be 
used  in  seeking  the  amount  of  refraction  from  the  tables.  The  meim  height  of 
the  barometer  for  one  year  never  differed  more  than  05  from  the  general  mean 
of  the  10  years;  and  which  has  been  fountl  equal  to  29 ’85  inches. 

1 shall  clo.se  this  Introtluction  with  the  following  general  remarks  on  the 
Brilith  Catalogue,  suggested  hy  the  prec(?ding  hi.story.  That  when  the  original 
copy  of  the  catalogue  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Isaac  Neuion,  it  wtus 
expressly  stated  by  Flamsteed  and  distinctly  understood  by  all  parties,  that  it 
nuts  in  ttiatiy  res[)eet8  iucotnplete.  'I'liat,  duritig  the  time  it  was  in  Stir  Isaac  New- 
ton’s po.s.scssion,  Flamsteed,  bad  not  only  iticreased  the  nuntiter  of  observations 
very  considerably,  the  result  of  which  he  was  willing  to  communicate ; but  had 
also  discovered  some  errors  in  his  former  computatioits,  which  he  was  desirous 
of  correcting.  That  the  refusal  of  the  Referees  to  prittt  the  catalogue  itt  the 
tnantier  originally  proposed  and  assented  to,  and  their  clatidestitie  publication  of 
it  with  Dr.  Halley’s  adilitions,  annoyed  him  so  ittuch,  that  he  declined  having 
any  further  communication  with  them.  That  he  then  hastened  to  print  his 
own  catalogue,  improved  with  his  subsequent  corrections,  and  the  addition 
of  several  stars  subsequently  observed ; in  onler  to  counteract,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  the  effect  of  Halley's  spuriou.s  edition.  That  the  catalogue,  thus 
hastily  got  up  by  Flamsteed,  was  at  first  circulated  amongst  his  private 
friends  only ; and  then,  very  si>aringly  : but  has  since  been  published  by  his 
editors  (with  the  exception  of  a few  re-])rinted  sheets),  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Hintoria  Carleeth,  under  the  title  of  the  Brilith  Catalogue ; the  expense  of  revis- 
ing. re-modelling,  and  re-iirinting  the  whole  Iwing  objected  to  by  the  executors, 
lliat,  ou’ing  to  these  unfavorable  circumstances,  it  has  been  deprived  of  many 
of  those  improvements  and  corrections  contemplated  by  Flamsteed  in  the  final 
arrangement ; such  ns  a more  accurate  classification  of  the  stars  under  their 
projwr  constellations,  the  discarding  of  synonymes,  the  proper  application  of 
Buyer’s  letters,  the  correct  statement  of  the  relative  magnitudes,  and  various 
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other  improvements  that  would  doubtless  have  rendered  its  state  more  perfect 
than  that  in  which  he  lefl  it ; and  which  could  not  be  effected  so  tvell  as  by  the 
author  himself.  That,  after  Flamsteed’s  decease,  these  subjects  occupied  the 
deep  attention  and  care  of  Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Crosthwait,  who  could  only  par- 
tially accomplish  their  intended  improvements,  but  that  it  is  nevertheless  to 
them,  and  to  them  alone,  that  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  final  publication  of 
the  British  Catalogue,  as  printed  in  the  Historia  Ceelestis : which  therefore 
may,  in  some  measure,  be  considered  as  a posthumous  work. 

F.  B. 
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Ill  46  Cell 

172  47  Cell 

113  95  Piicium 

114*  49  Androtncdflc  A 

115  96  PiKium 

116  91  Piitcium 

111  98  Pwciuni  fjt 

118  39  CBssiupco: 

119»  48  Ccti 

180*  40  Cauiopeae 

181  99  Piacinm  r, 

182*  Piscium 

163  lOO  Piacium 

184*  50  Andromedc 

185*  Ceti  i 


Amtia. 

1690. 


5 n 36  0 

6 11  54  0 

1 11  54  10 

5 n 51  30 

6i  18  13  30 

6i  18  n 40 

5 18  29  30 

6 18  31  30 

6 18  40  0 

6 18  41  0 

4 18  44  30 

19  0 45 

6 19  36  30 

5J  19  42  0 

19  44  — 


UeelioatioB. 

1690. 


186  101  Piacium  6 19  48  0 

161*  51  Andromeda  3^  10  48  40 

188  49  Oti  5 19  52  30 

189*  42  Cmawopeae  6 19  51  30 

190*  43  Ciuwiopeie  w 6 20  1 0 

191*  102  PiBcium  x 5 20  10  40 

192*  50  Ccti  6 20  13  30 

193*  52  ADdromedae  pr  6 20  15  0 

194  53  Andromeda  r 5 | 20  31  30 

195  103  Piacium  1|  20  38  30 

196  104  Piacium  6^  20  40  0 

191  44  Caaaiopea  6 20  42  30 

196  105  Piacium  6^  20  45  0 

199*  Andromeda  v 4 20  41  o 

200*  1 Triainguli  6 21  3 0 

201*  54  Andromeda  4 21  8 40 

202*  106  Piacium  *-  5 21  20  10 

203*  Caaaiopea  6 21  26  — 

204*  2 Arictii  6 21  25  45 

205*  109  Piacium  22  1 0 
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+ 5S 
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20 
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30 
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2 
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+ 49 
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55 
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44 

35 
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1 
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2 

+ 1.7 

— 25,0 

2 

— 77,0 

+ 11.2 

2 

+ 21,1 

+ 32.9 

2 

+ 56,6 

2 

+ 42,9 

+ 23.9 

18 

— 35,8 

— 29,9 

2 

+ 51,0 

3 

— 18,6 

— 18,9 

2 

+ 6,9 

+ 15,5 

38 

1 

+ 29,5 

— 11,6 

1 

— 17,8 

— 20,6 

3 

1 

+ 67,1 

— 3,8 

4 

— n,i 

— 25,2 

4 

— 1.2 

- 1.6 

2 

- 99,4 

+ 5,8 

5 

+ 7,6 

+ 17,2 

2 

+ 15,5 

+ 11,7 

23 

- 28,7 

— 17,2 

2 

— 23,5 

— 21,3 

I 

— 29,9 

+ 1,5 

2 

+ 61,4 

+ 26.2 

2 

+ 55,3 

+ 58,8 

3 

— 203 

1 

+ 41.1 

+ 27,2 

3 

1 

+ • 

1 

— 64,8 

— 24,6 

5 

+ 2.2 

+ 15,7 

23 

1 

+ 21,0 

— 41,1 

7 

+ 22,8 

- 73 

4 
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206 

110 

Pitcium 

0 

5 
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22 

16' 
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30 

+ 1 
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34 

35 
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— 12,0 

+ 

w 

19,3 

19 

201 

52 

Ceti 

V 

3J 

22 

25 

20 

—17 

35 

0 

— 130,0 

+ 

48,8 

2 

20S« 

3 

Arietin 

6 

22 

26 

15 

+ 15 

50 

25 

+ 96,0 

+ 

6.6 

3 

209* 

4 

Arietia 

6J 

22 

51 

15 

+ 15 

23 

5 

+ 35,1 

+ 

21,0 

6 

210 

I 

Pcraei 

6 

23 

0 

30 

+ 53 

35 

40 

— 58,3 

— 

13,1 

1 

211 

45 

Casaiopea^ 

i 

3 

23 

1 

0 

+ 62 

1 

40 

+ 141,9 

— 

35,5 

2 

212* 

46 

CftMiopcfl; 

6 

23 

10 

0 

+ 61 

8 

10 

— 13,5 

- 

2,3 

3 

213* 

2 

Pereei 

3 

6 

23 

12 

30 

+ 49 

14 

15 

— 98,5 

+ 

3,4 

1 

214* 

1 

Arietia 

6} 

Xi 

16 

0 

+ 20 

42 

45 

1 
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53 

Ceti 

X 

s 

23 

35 

0 

-12 

14 

25 

+ 28,1 

+ 

1,6 

2 

216* 

54 

Ceti 

6 

23 

31 

0 

+ 9 

29 

35 

+ 13,8 

— 

11,1 

1 

211 

55 

Andromodc 

\cb. 

23 

44 

0 

+ 39 

10 

45 

— 37,8 

— 

0,4 

1 

218 

2 

Trian^Ii 

a. 

4 

23 

50 

30 

+ 28 

3 

0 

+ 151,8 

- 

21,4 

5 

219* 

41 

Cataiopee 

6i 

24 

0 

0 

+ 15 

45 

30 

—203,8 

- 

13,1 

I 

220 

55 

Ceti 

i 

3 

24 

3 

0 

-11 

53 

15 

- 11,3 
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11,3 

3 

221 

5 

Arietia 

y 

4 

24 

8 

30 

+ 11 

45 

15 

+ 41,2 

— 

5,8 

11 

222* 

Caaaiiipeffi 

24 

19 

10 

+ 63 

5 

50 

1 

223* 

48 

Camiopetr 

5 

24 

20 

0 

+ 69 

23 

10 

- 2,1 

— 

43,8 

3 

22*1 

111 
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S 

6 

24 

23 

30 

+ 1 

38 

0 

— 9,1 

+ 

29,0 

10 
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6 
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s 

3 

24 

23 

30 

+ 19 

16 

5 
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49 
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24 
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2 
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56 
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29 

0 
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42 
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1 
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50 
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0 
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40 
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— 
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3 
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1 
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7 

24 

39 

45 
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2 
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— 

1.6 

4 
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3 
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24 
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0 
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40 

0 
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1 
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4 
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4 
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25 

31 
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56 

Ceti 
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25 

32 

30 

—24 

3 

25 

— 11,4 

- 
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1 

238* 

58 

Ceti 
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34 

30 

— 3 

36 

0 

+ 
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6 
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36 
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35 

1 
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54 
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7 

25 
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w 
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20 



77",1 

+ 13,8 

1 

242 

112 

Piscium 

Oi 

26 

1 

0 

+ 1 

35 

25 

+ 

17,6 

+ 1,0 

12 

243 

3 

Triauguli 

£ 

6 

26 

13 

0 

+31 

46 

15 

+ 120r3 

— 11,3 

2 

244 

57 

Andromeda:! 

y 

24 

26 

17 

30 

+ 40 

48 

55 

— 

73,2 
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4 

245* 

51 

Ceti 

6 

26 

18 

0 

—22 

20 

45 

- 
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246* 

59 

Ccti 

4* 

26 

21 

0 
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35 

35 
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2 

24T 
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X 

3 

26 

30 

45 

+ 1 

14 
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27 

248 

10 
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64 

26 

33 

30 

+ 24 

24 

55 

+ 
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4 

249* 

Pitcium 

26 

44 

10 

+ 1 

49 

45 

1 

250 

60 

Ceti 

6 

26 

50 

15 

- ' 

23 

45 

- 

4,7 

+ 38,4 

2 

251 

61 

Ceti 

7 

28 

59 

50 

— 1 

51 

30 



4,7 

+ 42,0 

2 

252* 

n 

Arietia 

6 

27 

19 

30 

+ 24 

11 

45 

+ 

67,1 

+ 27,9 

5 

253 

13 

Arictis 

X 

6! 

27 

19 

30 

+21 

8 

55 

+ 

24.0 

— 2.4 

4 

254* 

13 

Arietit 

X 

2 

27 

26 

30 

+ 21 

58 

1.5 

+ 

50,0 

+ 2,6 

77 

255 

58 

Andromedec 

6 

27 

30 

0 

+ 36 

21 

40 

- 

21.7 

+ 12,0 

1 

256* 

5 

Pered 

A 

6 

27 

39 

0 

+ 56 

9 

20 



265,8 

— 10,5 

3 

257* 

55 

CMaiopes 

6 

27 

40 

0 

+ 65 

2 

10 

+ 1 16,0 

+ 11,6 

I 

25S 

4 

Trianguli 

(3 

4 

27 

46 

30 

+33 

30 

0 

+ 152,0 

— 12,9 

4 

259 

14 

Arictif 

6 

27 

57 

30 

+ 24 

26 

45 

+ 

63,8 

+ 14,7 

8 

260 

59 

Andromedn! 

6 

28 

4 

30 

+ 37 

33 

0 

- 

343 

+ 6,3 

1 
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6 
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6 

28 

20 

0 

+ 49 

36 

0 



9,1 

— 16,6 

2 
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5 
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7 

28 

20 

0 

+ 30 

2 

30 
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— 0.6 

2 
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62 

Ceti 

64 

28 

22 

0 

— 3 

49 

40 

+ 

28,3 

+ 29,9 

2 
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IS 
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6 

28 

22 

30 
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1 

15 

+ 

40,3 

— 20,4 

4 
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16 

Arietta 

7 

28 

24 

45 

+ 24 

27 

30 

+ 

28,6 

— 14,2 

4 
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60 
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ft 

6 

28 

31 

0 

+ 42 

45 

10 



57,6 

— 3,5 

1 

26T 

6 

Trianguli 

6 

28 

36 

20 

+ 28 

49 

40 

+ 

84,6 

— 9,4 

2 

268 

64 

Ceti 

8 

28 

45 

45 

+ 7 

6 

0 

— 

8,3 

— 18,6 

5 
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n 

Arietit 

7 

6 

28 

52 

:io 

+ 19 

43 

35 

+ 

55,3 

+ 17,8 

13 

270* 

63 

Ceti 

6 

28 

58 

30 

— 3 

18 

45 

- 

8.1 

+ 32,8 

2 
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18 

Arietta 

7 

28 

58 

45 

+ 18 

26 

45 

1 

272 

19 

Arietia 

64 

29 

1 

30 

+ 13 

47 

45 

+ 124.3 

+ 33,9 

2 
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65 

Ceti 

? 

6 

29 

9 

0 

+ 7 

22 

20 

+ 

30,8 

- 4.6 

11 

274* 

1 

Peraei 

X 

61 

29 

9 

30 

+ 56 

3 

0 

+ 

21,2 

- 1.0 

2 
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8 
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7 

29 

12 

0 
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26 

15 
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56  Ceti 

6 

0 

29 

1 

14 

u 

15 

— S 

52 

u 

5 

u 

+ 55,1 

+ 

u 

9,6 

2 

21T 

7 Trianj^iili 

6 

29 

24 

10 

+ 31 

53 

30 

+ 128,4 

+ 

2,4 

4 

2^8• 

61  A^d^olIleda^ 

6 

29 

31 

0 

+ 55 

40 

40 

16,6 

1 

279* 

Aixlromeda’ 

29 

33 

0 

+ 55 

43 

I 

280 

20  Arieti* 

6 

29 

SI 

30 

+ 24 

18 

55 

+ 46,9 

+ 

14,1 

3 

281 

21  Arieiii 

1 

29 

31 

30 

+ 23 

34 

30 

+ 119,3 

+ 

10,8 

2 

282 

8 Triinguli 

} 

5 

29 

32 

10 

+ 32 

46 

55 

+ 226,2 

— 

23,6 

4 

283 

9 Triauguli 

r 

4 

29 

43 

30 

+ 32 

23 

30 

+ 121.9 

- 

16,8 

5 

284* 

62  Andromedfc 

c 

6 

29 

55 

0 

+ 45 

55 

15 

— 130,8 

+ 

6,5 

1 

285 

63  AiidroQ^a* 

6 

30 

13 

0 

+ 48 

41 

55 

— 120,5 

+ 

8,8 

2 

28fi* 

10  Trianguli 

6 

80 

13 

45 

+ 21 

11 

20 

+ 119,1 

— 

1.1 

4 

287 

22  Arietis 

5 

30 

14 

0 

+ 18 

26 

30 

+ 39,4 

+ 

6,2 

14 

2S8 

9 Penei 

1 

6 

30 

18 

30 

+ 54 

24 

30 

-109,0 

— 

41.2 

2 

280 

61  Ceti 

6 

30 

22 

0 

- 1 

52 

40 

+ 8.1.5 

+ 

16,0 

3 

290* 

23  Arictit 

1 

30 

29 

30 

+ 18 

14 

35 

+ 35,3 

— 

2,6 

5 

291 

68  Cell 

n 

30 

55 

30 

— 4 

24 

35 

+ 25,2 

— 

9,0 

1 

292* 

Cas8Hif>i‘JP 

5 

30 

59 

30 

+ 65 

58 

50 

—227,8 

— 

25,9 

2 

293‘ 

10  Peraei 

1 

SI 

0 

30 

+ 55 

11 

10 

—244,1 

— 

50,5 

1 

294 

64  Audromed« 

6 

31 

4 

30 

+ 48 

34 

10 

— 116,1 

+ 

4,4 

4 

295 

65  And^umeda^ 

5 

31 

21 

30 

+ 48 

50 

35 

—180,5 

+ 

12,8 

4 

296 

69  Ccli 

6 

31 

32 

0 

— 1 

3 

10 

— 28,0 

+ 

36,8 

2 

292 

10  Cell 

6 

31 

36 

0 

— 2 

19 

40 

+ 50,0 

+ 

30,6 

4 

298* 

Arictit 

8i 

31 

31 

30 

+ 9 

24 

50 

3 

299 

66  vVndromedff!! 

31 

S3 

30 

+ 49 

9 

35 

-181,6 

— 

21,6 

3 

300* 

24  Arietis 

i 

6 

32 

1 

30 

+ 9 

11 

45 

+ «54,1 

- 

45,1 

21 

301* 

1 1 Trianguli 

1 

32 

16 

30 

+ 30 

22 

45 

+ 126,9 

+ 

11,0 

I 

302 

11  Ceti 

6 

32 

19 

45 

— 4 

12 

40 

+ 23,2 

+ 

16,1 

4 

303* 

12  Trianguli 

6 

32 

31 

0 

+ 28 

15 

45 

+ 54,4 

- 

18,1 

3 

304‘ 

Arietia 

32 

31 

50 

+ 9 

9 

5 

+ 14,2 

— 

18,5 

2 

305 

13  Trianguli 

1 

32 

40 

0 

+ 28 

30 

40 

+ 11,5 

+ 

4.0 

1 

306* 

Caaaiopetc 

6 

32 

40 

45 

+11 

25 

0 

— « 

— 

10,8 

1 

307 

25  Arietia 

1 

32 

42 

30 

+ 8 

41 

35 

+ 101,2 

+ 

6,1 

7 , 

308 

72  Ceti 

f 

4 

32 

44 

30 

-13 

42 

45 

+ 25,6 

+ 

8,1 

2 , 

309 

13  Ceti 

32 

55 

30 

+ 1 

2 

25 

+ 39,5 

+ 

21,9 

14 

310* 

Ceti 

_ 

33 

16 

5 

+ 8 

9 

10 
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311 

26 

Arictie 

61 

33 

20 

0 

+ 18 

27 

0 

+ 26,3 

+ 73 

4 

312 

27 
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61 

33 

26 

0 

+ 16 

18 

5 

+ 62,8 

+ 15.8 

4 

313 

14 

Tnwguli 

6 

33 

27 

0 

+ 34 

44 

30 

-398,9 

+ 10,0 

1 

314* 

28 

Aricti* 

6 

33 

33 

20 

+ 18 

28 

40 

— • 

I 

315 

29 

Arictis 

61 

33 

59 

15 

+ 13 

37 

45 

+ 49,9 

+ 29.8 

8 

316 

75 

Ceti 

34 

6 

15 

— 2 

26 

20 

+ 23 

+ 40,9 

4 

311 

15 

Tiianguli 

7 

31 

13 

45 

+ 33 

18 

20 
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1 
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76 

Ceti 

<r 

4 

34 

21 

0 

-16 

37 

35 

+ 5,9 

- 15,4 

3 
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30 

ArietU 

6 

31 

46 

0 

+ 23 

16 

30 

— 8,9 

4 

320 

77 

Ceti 

6 

34 

51 

0 

— 9 

14 

35 

+ 45.0 

+ 20,2 

2 
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78 

Ceti 

V 

■»i 

34 

54 

30 

+ 4 

13 

40 

+ 313 

— 45,4 

2 
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31 

Arietit 

51 

34 

55 

30 

+ 11 

4 

20 

+ 111,5 

+ 123 

11 

323* 

79 

Ceti 

8 

31 

56 

45 

— 4 

54 

50 

+ 32.5 

+ 8,2 

2 
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60 

Ceti 

6 

35 

11 

0 

- 9 

12 

40 

+ 32,1 

+ 24.9 

2 
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32 
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V 

6 

35 

19 

30 

+ 20 

35 

15 

+ 13,9 

+ 30,5 

14 
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11 
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7 

35 

21 

30 

+ 53 

45 

0 

-198,4 

- 8.6 

I 
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81 

Crti 

6 

35 

31 

30 

— 4 

46 

10 

+ 16,6 

+ 21.5 

3 

328* 

Ced 

35 

36 

20 

+ 9 

16 

5 

I 

329 

33 

Arietis 

5 

35 

39 

30 

+ 25 

41 

55 

+ 53,5 

— 41,9 

5 
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12 

Persei 

6 

35 

43 

7 

+ 38 

51 

0 

— 3,4 

- 4,7 

' 
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13 
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5 

4 

35 

49 

0 

+ 47 

53 

15 

+ 59,5 

- 17,7 

4 

332 

62 

Ced 

t 

3 

35 

55 

0 

- 1 
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12,5 

2 

4S4 

45 

Peraci 

t 

3 

54 

18 

0 

+ 39 

4 

30 

+ 9.7 

— 

22,1 

7 

485 

29 

Eridani 

64 

54 

18 

20 

— 6 

1 

0 

— 15,0 

— 

33,2 

1 
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No. 

STAK. 

Mft 

AsceM. 

1690. 

Declination. 

1690. 

Difltieoce  bon  BnMOey. 

No.  of 
Oba. 

JR. 

D. 

u 

t 

// 

u 

u 

486* 

30 

Eridaiii 

5i 

54 

21 

20 

— 6 

19 

5 

— 

4,5 

~ 4,4 

2 

48T 

32 

T«uri 

6 

54 

39 

10 

+21 

32 

35 

1 

488 

33 

Tauri 

7 

54 

41 

0 

+ 22 

13 

55 

+ 

29,2 

1 

489 

32 

Eridani 

u 

54 

41 

30 

— 3 

54 

20 

- 

3.6 

+ 5,2 

2 

490 

46 

Pcraci 

£ 

5 

54 

45 

0 

+3i 

51 

25 

— 

11,6 

+ 2,3 

2 

491* 

33 

Eridani 

T* 

■»i 

55 

8 

30 

—25 

33 

15 

— 

23,0 

— 11,7 

1 

492* 

Tauri 

55 

8 

40 

+ 5 

6 

15 

1 

493 

35 

Tauri 

X 

4 

55 

52 

40 

+ 11 

34 

25 

+ 

51,3 

+ 13,1 

9 

494 

Eridani 

y 

2 

55 

54 

0 

-14 

25 

5 

- 

u 

— 19,8 

4 

495* 

47 

Peraei 

A 

4 

55 

56 

0 

+ 49 

27 

50 

— 

22,1 

— 15,9 

4 

496 

36 

Tauri 

7 

56 

28 

10 

+ 23 

12 

50 

+ 

26,4 

— 5.6 

3 

497 

35 

Eridani 

5 

56 

28 

30 

— 2 

27 

30 

- 

26,7 

+ 22,8 

1 

498 

4S 

Pcrsci 

c 

5 

56 

35 

30 

+ 46 

50 

35 

+ 

5,8 

— 26,8 

4 

499 

37 

Tauri 

A' 

5 

56 

36 

40 

+ 21 

11 

30 

+ 

13,0 

+ 9,5 

8 

500 

3« 

Tauri 

V 

4 

56 

40 

40 

+ 5 

5 

15 

+ 

5,0 

+ 22,8 

4 

501* 

36 

Eridani 

7* 

44 

56 

42 

0 

—24 

55 

15 

— 

61,2 

- 9,6 

3 

502« 

39 

Tauri 

A' 

6 

56 

46 

0 

+21 

B 

0 

+ 

10,2 

- 11,9 

3 

503 

40 

Tauri 

7 

56 

51 

0 

+ 4 

32 

30 

— 

32,2 

+ 10,0 

3 

504 

41 

Tauri 

6 

56 

54 

40 

+ 26 

42 

55 

+ 

27,6 

+ 24,1 

1 

505 

49 

Peraei 

64 

56 

57 

30 

+ 36 

52 

0 

+ 

53,2 

- 9,3 

1 

506 

42 

Tauri 

<> 

5 

56 

57 

40 

+ 28 

7 

5 

+ 

78,8 

+ 11,6 

4 

501 

50 

Pcraei 

64 

57 

0 

30 

+ 37 

11 

0 

+ 

57,7 

— 14,8 

1 

506* 

Peraci 

6 

57 

44 

40 

+ 48 

15 

25 

1 

509* 

43 

Tauri 

Ul^ 

6 

57 

47 

40 

+ 18 

45 

10 

+ 

10,1 

— 10.5 

5 

510 

44 

Tauri 

p 

6 

58 

0 

0 

+ 25 

37 

35 

+ 

35,6 

+ 8,4 

5 

511 

51 

Pcnci 

p 

4 

58 

5 

30 

+ 47 

34 

35 

— 

32,6 

— 16,7 

4 

512* 

Peraei 

6 

58 

11 

— 

■ +52 

47 

5 

1 

513 

52 

Peraci 

f 

5 

58 

29 

0 

+ 39 

39 

10 

+ 

2,7 

— 4,6 

3 

514 

45 

Tauri 

7 

58 

43 

30 

+ 4 

40 

15 

— 

4.9 

+ 31,9 

1 

5I5* 

Peraci 

b' 

5 

58 

47 

45 

+ 49 

29 

10 

3 

516 

37 

Eridani 

6 

58 

49 

30 

— 7 

45 

55 

10,8 

— 7,0 

1 

51T 

Peraci 

6 

59 

3 

0 

+ 49 

14 

40 

2 

518* 

Tauri 

7 

59 

11 

10 

+ 8 

3 

25 

+ 

3,2 

I 

519* 

38 

Eridani 

4 

59 

11 

40 

— 7 

40 

45 

— 

5,1 

+ 4,9 

2 

520 

46 

Tauri 

7 

59 

13 

30 

+ 6 

52 

50 

+ 

10,9 

+ 23.8 

1 

3 I 
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Right  Aaerni. 

DtscUoatioa. 

DifliMiDce  frjm  BradWy. 

No.  of 

Ka 

STAR. 

«*•* 

1690. 

1690. 

M. 

D. 

Obi, 

521* 

Pci»ci 

y 

5 

69 

y 

14 

u 

30 

o 

+ 50 

« 

7 

3o“ 

n 

H 

2 

522* 

Camclopardi 

6 

59 

15 

- 

+ 55 

43 

15 

1 

523* 

47  Tauri 

u 

59 

17 

10 

+ « 

25 

55 

— 10,0 

+ 

29,3 

3 

524 

48  Tauri 

7 

69 

33 

10 

+ 14 

34 

25 

+ 29,8 

+ 

40,6 

I 

525* 

49  Tauri 

5i 

59 

40 

30 

+ 8 

4 

35 

+ 49,3 

+ 

6,1 

3 

526 

50  Tauri 

Ol* 

6 

59 

47 

0 

+ 19 

46 

15 

+ 29,3 

+ 

8,8 

9 

527 

53  Pfraei 

d 

6 

59 

49 

30 

+ 45 

42 

45 

+ 7,0 

— 

17,4 

4 

528 

39  F.ridani 

A 

5 

59 

56 

0 

-11 

3 

35 

— 50,6 

— 

7,8 

3 

529 

51  Tauri 

7 

60 

2 

0 

+ 20 

46 

35 

— 11,5 

+ 

10,9 

3 

530 

54  Pcraci 

6 

60 

6 

:« 

+33 

46 

10 

— 38,9 

+ 

13,0 

1 

531* 

40  Eridaui 

d 

5 

60 

15 

20 

— 8 

10 

15 

— 146,2 

-207,2 

2 

532 

52  Tatiri 

4- 

5 

60 

18 

0 

+ 26 

33 

45 

+ 162,6 

+ 

6,5 

2 

533 

53  Tauri 

7 

60 

18 

10 

+ 20 

20 

55 

+ 25,8 

+ 

5,9 

1 

534» 

56  Tauri 

7 

60 

20 

10 

+ 20 

59 

5 

— 5,6 

— 

6,8 

3 

535 

54  Tauri 

r 

3 

60 

32 

40 

+ 14 

50 

5 

+ 39,2 

+ 

14,5 

29 

536* 

55  Tauri 

7 

60 

32 

45 

+ 15 

44 

5 

+ 52,2 

1 

537* 

57  T.uri 

A 

60 

37 

40 

+ 13 

15 

0 

+ 55,7 

- 

8.1 

1 

538* 

58  Tauri 

1 

60 

45 

10 

+ 14 

18 

15 

+ 76,0 

+ 

28,9 

n 

539 

59  T»uri 

X 

5 

60 

56 

30 

+ 24 

51 

0 

+ .K).9 

+ 

18,6 

4 

540* 

60  Tauri 

7 

61 

7 

30 

+ 13 

18 

;» 

+ 142,1 

— 

15,0 

1 

541 

55  Pcrvci 

6 

61 

7 

30 

+ 33 

31 

.50 

— 16,8 

+ 

8,5 

1 

542 

56  PcTfci 

7 

61 

10 

0 

+ 33 

12 

0 

- 27,2 

— 

4,1 

1 

543 

61  Tauri 

j' 

4 

61 

16 

10 

+ 16 

46 

15 

+ 48,7 

+ 

12,4 

34 

544 

62  Tauri 

7 

61 

20 

45 

+ 23 

32 

15 

- 0,7 

— 

3,3 

1 

545 

63  Tauri 

6 

61 

25 

0 

+ 16 

1 

0 

+ 31,5 

— 

14,5 

3 

546* 

41  Eridani 

1,* 

31 

61 

31 

30 

—34 

34 

5 

+ 88,2 

1 

547* 

64  Tauri 

3* 

4 

61 

34 

20 

+ 16 

40 

55 

+ 6,9 

+ 

1,9 

10 

548* 

Tauri 

61 

43 

30 

+ 18 

17 

35 

1 

549 

65  Tauri 

x’ 

5 

61 

44 

10 

+ 21 

32 

25 

+ 32,8 

+ 

5,6 

9 

550 

66  Tauri 

r 

5 

61 

4-1 

40 

+ 8 

41 

45 

+ 22,0 

+ 

20,3 

2 

551* 

67  Tauri 

5 

61 

45 

0 

+ai 

36 

50 

+ 30,0 

+ 

2,8 

3 

552* 

68  Tauri 

y 

61 

64 

0 

+ 17 

10 

40 

+ 22,7 

- 

4,1 

16 

553 

1 Caraelopardi 

6 

61 

56 

30 

+ 53 

11 

0 

— 67,0 

- 

10,2 

2 

554 

69  Tauri 

i/' 

5 

61 

57 

10 

+ 22 

4 

0 

+ 26,0 

+ 

2,1 

8 

555 

70  Tauri 

7 

61 

59 

10 

+ 15 

11 

5 

+ 46,9 

- 

21,9 

1 
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No. 

STAR. 

iUg. 

Rjffhc  Atmii. 

1690. 

Dadlnadoo. 

. 1690. 

Diffrreoce  from  Bradley. 

Nt».  of 
Uiw. 

D. 

u 

u 

536* 

42 

Eridani  ^ 

6 

C2 

4 

20 

— 4 

29 

45 

—131.9 

— 

10,6 

2 

5S1 

71 

Tturi 

7 

62 

11 

30 

4-14 

52 

5 

— 11,9 

+ 

19,3 

10 

558* 

72 

Tauri  i* 

6 

62 

12 

0 

+ 22 

15 

IS 

+ 23.2 

+ 

1.5 

4 

73 

Taiiri  V 

5 

62 

16 

40 

+ 13 

57 

55 

+ 36.6 

+ 

23,2 

4 

560 

74 

Tauri  s 

3* 

62 

38 

0 

+ 18 

27 

15 

+ 49,5 

14,1 

36 

5G1 

75 

Tauri 

7 

63 

41 

+ 15 

37 

15 

+ 12,1 

+ 

19,0 

1 

562 

76 

Tauri 

7 

62 

42 

40 

+ 14 

0 

25 

+ 42.5 

+ 

13,2 

4 

563 

77 

Tauri  6' 

5 

62 

43 

10 

+ 15 

13 

35 

+ 57.1 

+ 

21,8 

30 

564 

78 

T.uri  $• 

5 

62 

44 

40 

+ 15 

8 

5 

+ 45,7 

+ 

24,5 

21 

565* 

79 

Tauri  h 

5 

62 

52 

0 

+ 12 

18 

55 

+ 57.3 

+ 

18,3 

2 

566 

57 

Pcmi  m 

« 

62 

57 

30 

+ 42 

20 

30 

— 82,4 

+ 

36,4 

3 

56T 

43 

Eridani  t* 

5 

63 

5 

0 

—34 

44 

35 

1 

568 

80 

Tauri 

7 

63 

7 

10 

+ 14 

55 

30 

+ 45.6 

— 

22.9 

3 

569 

44 

Eridani 

H 

63 

10 

0 

+ 0 

39 

0 

—104,7 

+ 

17,5 

1 

510* 

Tauri 

6 

63 

12 

30 

+ 15 

28 

25 

+ 

16,3 

6 

571* 

81 

Tauri 

7 

63 

14 

40 

+ 14 

58 

55 

+ 45.5 

— 

20,7 

2 

572 

83 

Tauri 

7 

63 

17 

30 

+ 13 

0 

15 

+ 61,0 

+ 

19,9 

1 

573* 

Tauri 

6 

63 

17 

40 

+ 15 

26 

15 

I 

574 

84 

Tauri 

7 

63 

23 

20 

+ 14 

23 

35 

+ 29,0 

+ 

6.4 

1 

575 

Tauri 

7 

63 

32 

30 

+ 15 

8 

30 

+ 53,5 

+ 

10,9 

1 

576 

58 

Pcraci  e 

5 

63 

51 

0 

+ 40 

35 

0 

— 56,4 

— 

20,4 

4 

577 

* 

Camclopardi 

5 

63 

55 

30 

+ 52 

48 

40 

— 82,4 

- 

27,5 

2 

578 

3 

Camelopardi 

6 

63 

56 

0 

+ 52 

25 

0 

— 34,7 

— 

42,4 

I 

579 

45 

Eridani 

64 

2 

30 

— 0 

45 

0 

— 96.8 

+ 

15,4 

I 

586 

86 

Tauri  p 

5 

64 

4 

0 

+ 14 

8 

45 

+ 44,1 

+ 

19,9 

11 

581 

87 

Tauri  a. 

1 

64 

32 

20 

+ 15 

50 

20 

+ 35,4 

+ 

6,1 

125 

582 

88 

Tauri  d 

5 

64 

39 

30 

+ 9 

28 

45 

+ 41,7 

+ 

17,7 

2 

583 

46 

Eridani 

5 

64 

42 

45 

- 7 

25 

40 

— 16.0 

+ 

14,3 

2 

584* 

47 

Eridani 

5 

64 

49 

45 

— 8 

55 

5 

— 19,8 

+ 

12,4 

1 

585* 

89 

Tauri 

7 

65 

6 

0 

+ 15 

21 

55 

+ 66.3 

+ 

14,5 

3 

586 

90 

Tauri  c* 

5 

65 

12 

30 

+ 11 

50 

45 

+ 47,8 

+ 

8,7 

4 

587* 

48 

Eridani  » 

4 

65 

13 

0 

— 4 

2 

5 

— 1,3 

+ 

44,7 

1 

588 

59 

Pcraci 

6 

65 

16 

30 

+42 

43 

50 

— 51,9 

- 

29,7 

1 

589 

49 

Eridaui 

H 

05 

17 

50 

+ 0 

19 

40 

+ 90,1 

+ 

19.9 

I 

590* 

50 

Eridani  v* 

4 

65 

19 

0 

—30 

24 

45 

+ 83,5 

— 

51,6 

* 

3 I 2 
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Na 

ST  AH. 

Mw. 

Right  Aaoroa. 
1690. 

Darli  nation. 
1690. 

DifTeranca  from  Bradlar. 

No.  <if 

Ob*. 

1). 

0 

t 

» 

0 

i 

t! 

it 

91 

'i’aun 

(T* 

6 

65 

22 

U 

+ 15 

8 

20 

+ 40.4 

+ 26,0 

18 

93 

Tauii 

6 

65 

23 

30 

+ 15 

15 

25 

+ 33.3 

+ 15.2 

19 

51 

Eridani 

c 

4 

65 

30 

50 

— 3 

7 

55 

— 26.7 

+ 3,1 

1 

4 

Camckrpardi 

6 

65 

39 

0 

+ 56 

9 

20 

— 174,2 

— 44,1 

2 

195* 

93 

Tauri 

c* 

6 

65 

41 

40 

+ 11 

32 

35 

+ 59,8 

+ 18,1 

2 

596* 

9 

Caioelopardi 

■»J 

65 

52 

15 

+ 65 

45 

15 

I 

597' 

S2 

Eridani 

iZ 

3 

66 

52, 

30 

-31 

13 

10 

+ 12,8 

— 21.2 

1 

598 

94 

Tauri 

r 

5 

65 

55 

10 

4-22 

19 

10 

+ 23,6 

— 4.8 

14 

599 

53 

Eridani 

34 

66 

0 

30 

-14 

56 

25 

— 26,1 

— 20,3 

3 

600* 

Eridani 

66 

8 

0 

—12 

46 

0 

' 

601* 

95 

Tauri 

6J 

66 

10 

10 

+ 23 

27 

30 

—133,1 

— 6.1 

I 

602* 

Eridani 

66 

16 

50 

—14 

59 

0 

— 12,6 

— 44.4 

1 

603 

54 

Eridani 

34 

66 

44 

0 

—20 

18 

0 

— 23.7 

+ 3,8 

2 

604 

55 

Eridani 

6 

67 

11 

20 

— 9 

24 

45 

— 9,5 

- 1.2 

I 

605* 

1 

Aurigft 

5 

67 

17 

30 

+:« 

54 

0 

— 25.4 

— 29,1 

2 

606* 

56 

Eridani 

6 

67 

18 

30 

— 9 

7 

10 

— 5,5 

+ 6,6 

1 

607 

57 

Eridani 

F- 

4 

67 

31 

0 

— 3 

51 

10 

— 33.0 

— 26,6 

1 

606 

5 

Camclopardi 

6 

67 

31 

10 

+54 

41 

30 

-161,7 

- 17.3 

1 

609 

6 

Camclopardi 

6 

67 

53 

40 

+ 55 

16 

20 

— 118.3 

— 28,2 

1 

610* 

3 

Aurign 

5+ 

68 

0 

0 

+ 36 

8 

0 

— 35,9 

— 13,0 

2 

611* 

96 

Tauri 

6 

68 

0 

15 

+ 15 

24 

5 

+ 3l„3 

— • 

I 

613 

7 

Caroelopardi 

5 

68 

10 

30 

+ 53 

12 

0 

— 89,7 

— 12,8 

2 

613* 

1 

Orionia 

T 

4 

68 

15 

15 

+ 6 

23 

20 

+ 57.3 

— 29,8 

5 

614 

97 

Tauri 

t 

6 

68 

19 

0 

+ 18 

16 

5 

+ 30.8 

+ 1,0 

4 

615* 

2 

Orionia 

4 

68 

35 

0 

+ 8 

19 

35 

+ 75,6 

+ 4,2 

1 

616 

58 

Eridani 

54 

68 

26 

30 

-17 

32 

10 

— 46,1 

+ 13.8 

1 

617 

59 

Eridani 

6 

68 

40 

0 

-16 

54 

30 

— 44.5 

— 12.7 

1 

618* 

3 

Orionia 

4 

68 

40 

45 

+ 5 

2 

5 

+ 13.2 

+ 4,5 

3 

619 

4 

Orionb 

»' 

4* 

68 

45 

0 

+ 13 

41 

15 

+ 40,3 

+ 13,9 

2 

630 

8 

Camdopardi 

7 

68 

49 

.30 

+ 52 

37 

50 

— .36.9 

• 

621 

10  Camelopardi 

69 

0 

0 

+59 

55 

50 

+ 58,3 

— 31.1 

1 

622 

60 

Eridani 

6 

69 

4 

30 

— 16 

47 

10 

— 46,5 

- 9,8 

1 

623 

3 

Autig« 

4 

4 

69 

14 

0 

+ .33 

37 

50 

+ 18,1 

— 16,3 

7 

624 

5 

Orionia 

6 

69 

18 

40 

+ 1 

57 

20 

+ 5,6 

+ 6,9 

I 

625* 

Tauri 

6 

69 

23 

— 

+ 24 

4 

' 
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STAR. 

M.g. 

RiglU  Asc^aa. 

I 

Dvdiaatioo. 

Diffmoca  from  Bradley, 

No.  of 

1690 

1690. 

M 

D. 

Oba. 

626 

6 

Orionii  g 

6 

o 

69 

1 

23 

30 

+ 10 

t 

51 

!4 

45 

u 

+ 55.4 

+ 

u 

58,7 

2 

627 

61 

Eridani  a* 

5 

69 

25 

30 

- 6 

0 

45 

— 1.8 

+ 

19,1 

2 

628* 

7 

Orionia 

6 

69 

27 

15 

+ 9 

36 

45 

+ 53,0 

+ 

9,4 

1 

629* 

8 

Orionta  ** 

4 

69 

32 

0 

+ 1 

53 

50 

+ 4,1 

— 

9,6 

1 

63()* 

4 

AurigK 

5 

69 

34 

40 

+31 

22 

20 

- 4,0 

— 

11,2 

2 

631 

9 

Orionia  o* 

4* 

69 

44 

0 

+ 12 

58 

40 

+ 42.5 

+ 

14,9 

2 

fi32* 

99 

Tturi 

6 

69 

46 

+ 23 

26 

~ 

633 

5 

Aurigv 

6 

69 

46 

30 

+ 38 

S3 

0 

— 9,9 

— 

36,8 

1 

634 

6 

AurigB 

6 

69 

41 

0 

+ 39 

8 

55 

— 16,4 

— 

52,4 

1 

635 

98 

Tauri  k 

6 

69 

48 

30 

+ 24 

31 

25 

+ 12,5 

+ 

6,9 

2 

636» 

11 

1 

o 

1 

s 

69 

52 

30 

+ 58 

28 

50 

— 96,1 

23,0 

3 

637 

la 

Camelc^pardi 

6 

69 

53 

30 

+ 58 

31 

50 

— 123,4 

— 

21,8 

1 

638 

Aurigae  s 

4 

69 

51 

30 

+ 43 

19 

0 

— 3,2 

— 

21,1 

3 

639* 

100 

Tturi 

6 

70 

2 

0 

+ 15 

50 

5 

1 

640 

8 

Aurigae  f 

4 

70 

14 

0 

+40 

34 

50 

— 24,3 

- 

31,8 

5 

641 

62 

Eridani  6 

6 

70 

11 

10 

— 5 

41 

40 

+ 16,2 

_ 

14.1 

2 

642* 

101 

Tauri 

6 

70 

29 

50 

+ 15 

33 

40 

+ 1,8 

— 

• 

1 

643* 

10 

Orionia  V 

44 

70 

31 

30 

+ 1 

11 

40 

+ 9,4 

+ 

17,4 

2 

644* 

9 

Aurigae 

5! 

70 

41 

30 

+ 51 

1 

40 

—204,4 

— 

14,1 

3 

645* 

102 

Tauri  ( 

4 

71 

9 

30 

+ 21 

5 

55 

— 9,3 

+ 

10,9 

13 

646 

10 

Aurigae  ^ 

4 

71 

12 

30 

+ 40 

46 

10 

+ 32.4 

— 

24,0 

6 

647* 

14 

Camelopardi 

7 

71 

14 

40 

+ 62 

14 

45 

- 18,8 

— 

21,5 

1 

648 

63 

Eridani 

6 

71 

18 

30 

— 10 

45 

25 

— 35,9 

+ 

5,3 

1 

649* 

Camelopanli 

6 

71 

21 

35 

+ 53 

15 

10 

1 

650 

64 

Eridani 

6 

71 

24 

0 

— 13 

I 

50 

— 43,1 

- 

3,3 

1 

651 

65 

Eridani  4^ 

5 

71 

36 

SO 

- 7 

39 

55 

- 11,3 

+ 

0,4 

2 

652* 

11 

Orionia 

5 

71 

43 

0 

+ 14 

55 

35 

+ 29,6 

+ 

w 

3 

653* 

Leporia 

72 

3 

— 

—20 

32 

30 

1 

654* 

104 

Tauri  fn 

6 

12 

11 

30 

+ 18 

11 

0 

+ 39,0 

+ 

4,3 

8 

655* 

103 

3. 

6 

12 

19 

— 

+ 23 

49 

— 

656 

lOS 

Tauri 

6 

12 

21 

30 

+ 21 

14 

50 

+ 3,5 

+ 

5,9 

3 

657 

106 

Tauri  i 

6 

12 

22 

40 

+ 19 

51 

30 

- 1.0 

+ 

20,4 

3 

658* 

1 

liCporia 

6 

12 

24 

30 

—23 

16 

5 

+ 48,1 

^ — 

9,1 

1 

659* 

101 

Tauri 

B 

72 

39 

30 

+ 19 

24 

35 

— 36,6 

+ 

6,0 

3 

660* 

13 

Orionia 

6 

12 

41 

0 

+ 9 

3 

0 

— 41,9 

— 

11,9 

1 
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No. 

STAR. 

RigM  Aiosu. 

DecUiiatioB. 

Difference  Utailley. 

No  of 

1690. 

1690. 

m. 

D 

Oba 

661 

u 

Oriooia 

t 

5 

o 

72 

44 

30 

0 

+ 8 

1 

3 

H 

55 

+ 

63',7 

u 

47,8 

2 

662* 

66 

Eridani 

6 

72 

51 

50 

— 5 

6 

35 

+ 

6,4 

+ 

4.8 

1 

663* 

15 

Orionia 

5 

72 

59 

30 

+ 15 

9 

S 

+ 

27,6 

+ 

19,7 

2 

654 

11 

Auhg« 

F 

5 

73 

5 

0 

+ 38 

4 

0 

- 

40,2 

— 

10,0 

1 

66S 

16 

Orionk 

h 

6 

73 

5 

30 

+ 9 

23 

20 

- 

47,4 

+ 

1,3 

1 

666 

2 

liCponB 

t 

4 

73 

7 

0 

—22 

49 

10 

— 

94,2 

+ 

U 

2 

667* 

07 

Eridani 

3 

73 

9 

30 

— 5 

31 

20 

— 

3,9 

— 

14,4 

6 

666 

15 

Camclopardi 

6 

73 

14 

0 

+ 57 

43 

40 

3 

669 

68 

Eridani 

6 

73 

21 

30 

— 4 

53 

35 

— 

28,9 

— 

11.7 

I 

6TO 

12 

Aurigs 

6 

73 

25 

0 

+ 46 

1 

10 

- 

78,8 

- 

9,7 

1 

671 

13 

Aurig« 

a 

73 

28 

0 

+ 45 

37 

55 

+ 

17,2 

— 

48,2 

13 

672* 

Tauri 

6 

73 

29 

20 

+ 15 

37 

50 

1 

673 

69 

Eridani 

X 

4 

73 

35 

0 

— 9 

II 

15 

— 

0.4 

+ 

O.I 

3 

674 

14 

Aurigse 

5 

73 

49 

30 

+ 32 

16 

30 

— 

22,6 

+ 

14,6 

2 

675* 

108 

Tauri 

7 

74 

13 

10 

+ 21 

53 

55 

- 

4,5 

— 

3,0 

9 

676 

17 

Orionit 

p 

■4 

74 

16 

0 

+ 2 

26 

50 

+ 

41,4 

+ 

19,7 

2 

677 

16 

C^amelopardi 

6 

74 

17 

30 

+ 57 

11 

10 

- 

34,5 

2 

678* 

15 

Aurigc 

X 

5 

74 

21 

0 

+ 39 

46 

55 

+ 

49,5 

- 

87,2 

1 

679 

3 

Eeporii 

1 

5 

74 

29 

0 

— 12 

17 

5 

— 

65,2 

+ 

25,4 

2 

660 

16 

Aurigie 

6 

74 

29 

0 

+32 

59 

50 

— 

31,8 

— 

9,7 

3 

681 

17 

Aurige 

«} 

74 

30 

30 

+33 

22 

.30 

1 

682* 

Auriga 

6 

74 

40 

30 

+ 33 

21 

30 

— 

10,7 

+ 

34,0 

1 

683 

4 

I>e  porta 

% 

s 

74 

45 

0 

— 13 

20 

25 

— 

57,8 

— 

9.1 

2 

664 

.8 

Orionia 

6 

74 

45 

0 

+ 10 

57 

0 

— 

1,9 

2 

685» 

18 

Aurigs 

8 

74 

45 

30 

+ 33 

36 

20 

+ 

4,8 

1 

6B6 

5 

Ix^poria 

F 

4 

74 

46 

20 

—16 

36 

15 

— 

46.2 

- 

10,3 

3 

687 

19 

Orionit 

/3 

1 

74 

55 

0 

— 8 

36 

0 

— 

3,0 

+ 

13,3 

16 

686 

19 

Aurigs 

6 

74 

55 

20 

+33 

35 

5 

- 

44,5 

- 

5,7 

3 

689 

20 

Aurigtt 

P 

6 

74 

59 

30 

+ 41 

26 

30 

- 

32,0 

- 

5,7 

I 

690 

109 

Tauri 

n 

6 

75 

10 

40 

+ 21 

43 

35 

— 

16.9 

— 

2,9 

19 

691* 

17 

Camckpardi 

6 

75 

IS 

_ 

+ 62 

44 

10 

— 

3,5 

1 

692 

20 

Orionit 

T 

4 

75 

38 

0 

— 7 

13 

5 

+ 

34,7 

+ 

5.6 

5 

693 

21 

Orionk 

6 

75 

45 

10 

+ 2 

13 

55 

+ 

27,6 

+ 

7,7 

3 

6»1 

21 

Aurigie 

9 

Si 

75 

55 

0 

+37 

2 

40 

- 

21,5 

- 

5,0 

1 

695 

22 

Aurigc 

6 

75 

58 

30 

+28 

35 

50 

“ 

93,2 

— * 

20,9 

4 
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No. 

STAR. 

Mi«. 

Right  Awena. 

Dacltnatiaa. 

DiCereace  froco  Br^Uay. 

No.  of 

1690. 

1690. 

JR. 

D. 

Oba. 

696 

C 

Leporis 

A 

♦4 

0 

76 

! 

20 

n 

30 

o 

— 13 

31* 

55 



u 

48,0 

+ 

0,6 

3 

691 

7 

Ivcporis 

» 

54 

76 

25 

0 

— 12 

40 

15 

— 

'43,8 

— 

5.7 

2 

G98* 

Orioois 

76 

25 

10 

— 0 

46 

— 

1 

699 

110 

Tauri 

7 

76 

25 

40 

+ 16 

21 

25 

+ 

45,1 

+ 

15,7 

3 

700* 

22 

Orionb 

0 

5 

76 

28 

40 

— 0 

43 

50 

+ 43^ 

+ 

10,9 

4 

701 

18 

Camclopardi 

6 

76 

S3 

0 

+ 56 

56 

30 

— 

60^ 

— 

37,8 

1 

702 

111 

Tauri 

64 

76 

35 

0 

+ 17 

3 

30 

+ 

49,4 

- 

303 

5 

703 

23 

Orionis 

m 

6 

76 

37 

50 

+ 3 

11 

55 

+ 

37,1 

+ 

26,5 

2 

704* 

112 

Tauri 

? 

2 

76 

40 

0 

+ 28 

17 

55 

+ 

65,5 

— 

16,2 

49 

7«I5 

24 

Aurigae 

H 

76 

48 

0 

+ 34 

9 

20 

— 

473 

+ 

15.1 

2 

706 

19 

Camelopard! 

6 

76 

54 

0 

+63 

53 

30 

— 

56,5 

1 

707 

113 

Tauri 

6 

77 

2 

40 

+ 16 

22 

15 

+ 

30,0 

+ 

31,9 

4 

708 

24 

Orionia 

y 

2 

77 

8 

30 

+ 6 

1 

45 

— 

25,1 

— 

5,9 

13 

709* 

25 

Orionia 

5 

77 

10 

0 

+ 1 

31 

5 

+ 

17,9 

+ 

17,0 

4 

710* 

27 

Orionia 

p 

6 

77 

10 

30 

— 1 

13 

55 

+ 

37,6 

+ 

25,0 

4 

711 

28 

OriouM 

3 

77 

13 

40 

— 2 

43 

25 

+ 

43 

+ 

10,3 

7 

712 

29 

Orionia 

e 

S 

77 

14 

30 

— 8 

7 

55 

+ 

56,9 

+ 

2,9 

1 

713 

114 

Tauri 

6 

5 

77 

15 

40 

+ 21 

37 

25 

+ 

7,0 

+ 

6.4 

18 

714* 

115 

Tauri 

6 

77 

16 

10 

+ 17 

38 

40 

+ 

40,7 

+ 

19,3 

3 

715 

8 

Leporti 

6 

77 

21 

20 

— 14 

15 

15 

- 

72,4 

+ 

0.4 

1 

716 

116 

Tauri 

64 

77 

28 

30 

+ 15 

34 

20 

+ 

71,2 

— 

17,5 

2 

717 

117 

Tauri 

7 

77 

30 

40 

+ 16 

56 

0 

4 

718 

118 

Tauri 

6 

77 

33 

10 

+ 24 

51 

0 

+ 

193 

+ 

33 

4 

716 

30 

Orionia 

V 

5 

77 

39 

0 

+ 2 

46 

55 

+ 

19,6 

+ 

18,6 

4 

720* 

20 

Camelopard! 

7 

77 

50 

30 

+ 56 

14 

0 

— 

41.9 

1 

721 

21 

Camelopard! 

64 

78 

0 

0 

+ 61 

41 

15 

+ 

22,9 

2 

722 

25 

Aurigm 

X 

54 

78 

9 

0 

+ 31 

54 

40 

— 

8,8 

+ 

3,0 

4 

723 

22 

Caroclopardi 

14 

78 

15 

30 

+ 56 

7 

25 

— 

12.9 

1 

724* 

119 

Tauri 

6 

78 

30 

40 

+ 18 

18 

55 

+ 

23,6 

+ 

103 

9 

725 

31 

Orionia 

6 

78 

31 

30 

— 1 

22 

35 

- 

77,0 

+ 

1.1 

1 

726 

32 

Orionia 

A 

5 

78 

32 

30 

+ 5 

40 

5 

+ 

51,4 

+ 

43 

1 

727* 

Tauri 

7 

78 

33 

55 

+ 16 

46 

35 

2 

72S 

33 

Orionia 

«■ 

6 

78 

44 

10 

+ 3 

0 

45 

+ 

50,3 

+ 

12,6 

3 

729 

9 

Lepuria 

3 

78 

4G 

10 

—21 

2 

35 

— 

88,8 

+ 

7.0 

3 

730* 

23 

Camelopard! 

6 

78 

48 

15 

+61 

14 

65 

+ 475^ 

+ 

6,0 

2 
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No. 

STAR. 

Mag. 

Right  Ajouu. 
1690. 

Declination. 

1690. 

Differenea  U 
Al. 

om  Bradley. 

D. 

No.  of 
Oba. 

o 

! 

/ 

u 

u 

731 

120 

Twin 

7 

78 

50 

30 

+ 18 

16 

5 

+ 18.4 

+ 

17,3 

6 

732 

»4 

Oriouis 

3 

2 

79 

2 

30 

— 0 

.34 

25 

+ 20,9 

+ 

21,9 

10 

733* 

35 

Orionit 

7 

79 

4 

10 

+ 14 

2 

20 

+ 32.0 

+ 

18,9 

7 

734 

121 

Tauri 

6 

79 

8 

0 

+ 23 

47 

5 

+ 18,0 

+ 

4,7 

4 

735* 

36 

Orioniv 

•J 

4 

79 

13 

30 

- 7 

33 

45 

+ 46,7 

— 

19,0 

1 

736* 

24 

Camelopardi 

6 

79 

14 

0 

+ 56 

21 

40 

+ • 

— 

24.4 

3 

737 

37 

Orionia 

4>‘ 

5 

79 

26 

30 

+ 9 

14 

5 

+ 57,1 

+ 

9,0 

1 

738* 

38 

Orionia 

n’ 

6 

79 

29 

0 

+ 3 

30 

25 

+ 47,1 

+ 

26,3 

3 

739 

10 

Leporis 

6 

79 

30 

0 

—21 

7 

45 

4—108,7 

+ 

6,4 

1 

740 

39 

Orionia 

X 

4 

79 

30 

50 

+ 9 

40 

45 

+ 32,9 

+ 

17,9 

I 

741 

25 

Camelopardi 

n 

79 

37 

30 

+ 54 

39 

15 

— 

16,8 

2 

742 

26 

Auriga^ 

6 

79 

42 

0 

+ 30 

15 

15 

— 28,7 

+ 

13,7 

2 

743* 

122 

Tauri 

7 

79 

46 

0 

+ 16 

47 

35 

+ 32.5 

+ 

35,4 

6 

744 

123 

Tauri 

i 

3 

79 

47 

10 

+ 20 

54 

20 

+ 2,9 

+ 

5,3 

69 

745 

11 

Lepnria 

a, 

3 

79 

47 

30 

— IB 

4 

45 

— 84,1 

+ 

2.6 

3 

746 

40 

Orioiiii 

5 

79 

57 

30 

+ 9 

4 

40 

+ 67,2 

— 

11,4 

1 

747* 

Tauri 

79 

58 

20 

+ 29 

0 

0 

1 

748* 

41 

Orionia 

f 

6 

79 

59 

50 

— 5 

37 

25 

+ 69,7 

— 

33,8 

2 

749 

42 

Orionia 

c 

5 

80 

1 

0 

— 5 

4 

45 

+ 43,8 

— 

5,5 

3 

750* 

43 

Orionia 

i' 

4 

80 

1 

40 

— 5 

38 

55 

+ 60,4 

— 

35,4 

3 

751 

44 

Orionia 

3i 

80 

3 

30 

— 6 

9 

5 

+ 48.1 

+ 

1,3 

2 

752* 

45 

Orionia 

7 

80 

5 

10 

— 5 

5 

55 

+ 38,5 

+ 

7.1 

3 

753 

46 

Orionia 

f 

2 

80 

7 

10 

— 1 

26 

45 

+ 25,0 

+ 

23,9 

14 

754* 

125 

Tauri 

5i 

80 

7 

40 

+ 25 

40 

5 

+ 40,8 

+ 

23,0 

4 

755 

26 

Camelopardi 

5J 

80 

8 

30 

+ 55 

55 

30 

— 

18,2 

2 

756* 

27 

Camelopardi 

5i 

80 

— 

— 

+ 56 

22 

35 

1 

757 

28 

Camelopardi 

6i 

80 

M 

15 

+ 56 

44 

0 

- 

17,8 

1 

758 

27 

Aurigic 

0 

6 

80 

31 

30 

+ 49 

38 

10 

— 142,4 

— 

16,8 

3 

759* 

Columbae 

6 

80 

31 

40 

-30 

4 

15 

1 

760 

47 

Orionia 

at 

5 

80 

42 

0 

+ 3 

53 

55 

+ 33.7 

+ 

17,9 

1 

761 

48 

Orionia 

s 

4 

80 

47 

40 

— 2 

49 

25 

+ 25,8 

+ 

19,8 

10 

762 

126 

Tauri 

6 

80 

51 

0 

+ 18 

19 

15 

+ 3,6 

+ 

24,0 

9 

763 

49 

Orionia 

d 

5 

80 

59 

15 

— 7 

25 

25 

— 41,3 

— 

2,5 

1 

764 

29 

0 

1 

0 

1 

5i 

81 

4 

0 

+ 56 

45 

5 

8,1 

1 

765* 

Orionia 

61 

6 

25 

+ 23 

1 

0 

1 
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No. 

J5TAR. 

m*b. 

Right  Atccas. 

DMiination. 

Diderenev  fronn  Brulivy. 

No.  of 

1690. 

1090. 

M. 

D. 

Obk 

ififi* 

127 

T»uri 

7 

0 

81 

! 

10 

u 

0 

o 

+ 18 

47 

» 

40 

+ 16,2 

u 

— 35,6 

5 

167 

30 

CamelopArdi 

6 

81 

17 

0 

4-58 

48 

40 

— 93,8 

— 27,7 

1 

768 

50 

Orion  i» 

2 

81 

17 

30 

— 2 

8 

45 

— 30,1 

— 0,1 

22 

76SJ* 

Columbo* 

5 

81 

27 

40 

—28 

53 

30 

1 

770 

51 

Ononis 

h 

5 

81 

38 

19 

+ 1 

17 

5 

— 76,1 

- 2,3 

I 

771 

128 

Tauri 

6 

81 

44 

15 

+ 15 

54 

15 

+ 92,1 

+ 5,8 

1 

772 

28 

Aurigac 

7 

81 

50 

30 

+ 39 

22 

25 

— 22,2 

— 11,6 

1 

773 

31 

Cumclopartli 

5 

81 

51 

0 

+ 59 

45 

0 

— 118,6 

— 8,5 

3 

774* 

20 

Auriga: 

r 

6 

81 

50 

30 

+ 39 

1 

45 

— 32,4 

- 28,7 

3 

775* 

Columba: 

83 

9 

— 

—32 

48 

0 

1 

776* 

Columha: 

a 

82 

9 

35 

—34 

14 

40 

1 

777 

129 

Ttturi 

6 

82 

13 

40 

+ 15 

38 

45 

+ 37,4 

+ 36,7 

6 

778* 

30 

Auriga: 

E 

5 

82 

15 

30 

+ 55 

34 

10 

+ 2,3 

5 

779 

130 

T»uri 

6 

82 

20 

10 

+ 17 

.33 

55 

+ 37,9 

+ 6,2 

9 

180 

12 

Leporis 

6 

82 

20 

20 

—22 

33 

20 

— 131,4 

— 4.4 

1 

781 

131 

Tsnri 

6 

82 

23 

30 

+ 14 

19 

30 

— 13,9 

+ 14,7 

4 

792* 

Orionis 

82 

28 

— 

+ 20 

42 

50 

I 

783 

31 

Anrig® 

V 

6 

83 

29 

30 

+ 37 

9 

55 

— 30,0 

— 13,4 

2 

784* 

132 

Tauri 

M 

82 

29 

40 

+ 24 

24 

50 

+ 33,4 

+ 3,1 

7 

785 

32 

Auriga? 

9 

5 

62 

30 

30 

+ 39 

0 

40 

+ 3,6 

— 30,3 

2 

786 

133 

Tauri 

6 

82 

32 

0 

+ 13 

44 

5 

+ 17,2 

+ 25,9 

4 

787 

52 

Orionis 

6 

82 

49 

40 

+ 6 

17 

55 

+ 48,0 

+ 20,3 

1 

78S» 

Columb® 

82 

50 

35 

-34 

49 

20 

1 

789 

13 

LcporU 

y 

31 

82 

55 

30 

—22 

34 

50 

— 149,4 

— 28,0 

2 

790 

33 

Camclopardi 

7 

82 

56 

30 

+ 55 

32 

50 

1 

791* 

134 

Tauri 

6 

S3 

1 

30 

+ 12 

30 

5 

+ 46,4 

+ 25,2 

4 

792* 

Csmelupartli 

83 

3 

45 

+ 55 

48 

— 

1 

793 

135 

T«uri 

6 

83 

12 

30 

+ 14 

9 

55 

+ 29,9 

+ 15,9 

4 

794 

14 

LejMris 

i 

4 

83 

14 

0 

— 14 

58 

15 

- 8,1 

- 8,1 

2 

795 

53 

Orionis 

X 

3 

83 

10 

15 

— 9 

49 

15 

- 11.7 

+ 15,7 

9 

796 

138 

Tauri 

5 

83 

27 

0 

+ 27 

29 

15 

+ 59,9 

+ 11,2 

6 

797* 

34 

Camelapardi 

c 

83 

30 

0 

+ 55 

14 

10 

— 29,8 

1 

798 

33 

Aurig® 

s 

4 

83 

32 

30 

+ 54 

12 

5 

— 27,0 

S 

799* 

Aurig® 

71 

83 

36 

15 

+ 54 

27 

15 

— 3,8 

1 

800* 

137 

Tauri 

5 

83 

40 

0 

+ 14 

2 

45 

+ 100,0 

+ 9,6 

3 
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No. 

STAR. 

Mag. 

1 Right  AiceiM- 

OteUnatioB. 

Differeoce  fioni  Bradlej. 

Ni>.i 

1690. 

1690. 

M 

D. 

Uba 

801 

1 54  Orionift 

x' 

i 5 

a 

84 

0 

u 

50 

o 

+ 20 

/ 

10 

u 

15 



u 

19,5 

4! 

+ 1,2 

10 

802 

56  Orionif 

6 

84 

5 

0 

+ 1 

43 

20 

+ 

22,5 

+ 58,3 

1 

803 

55  Orionia 

6 

84 

5 

10 

— 7 

38 

25 

+ 

66,5 

+ 4,8 

1 

604 

57  Ortonifl 

x’ 

5 

84 

9 

.30 

+ 19 

38 

IS 

- 

20,9 

+ 18,2 

3 

805 

34  Aurigs 

2 1 

84 

12 

30 

+ 44 

52 

0 

- 27,8 

9 

806 

35  Auriga: 

V 

6 

84 

15 

0 

•f45 

51 

40 

4 

807 

36  Aurigc 

6 

84 

24 

0 

+ 47 

49 

30 

- 

101,7 

- 8,1 

1 

808* 

Aurigc 

84 

25 

IS 

+ 44 

31 

10 

I 

809 

15  I^icporia 

s 

3i 

84 

31 

40 

—20 

56 

30 

- 

79,9 

— 30,5 

2 

810 

58  Orionia 

a 

' 

64 

35 

30 

+ 7 

18 

15 

+ 

36,9 

+ 10,5 

36 

811 

37  Aurigsc 

« 

4 

84 

39 

0 

+ 37 

8 

25 

+ 

6,0 

— 10,5 

6 

613 

139  T«uri 

6 

84 

40 

40 

+ 25 

51 

45 

+ 

59,4 

+ 15,5 

4 

813* 

OrioDii 

7 

84 

52 

0 

+ 9 

25 

0 

1 

814* 

35  Ctmelopardi 

84 

58 

— 

+ 51 

31 

25 

— 20,8 

1 

815* 

Columbs 

0 

4 

85 

3 

40 

—35 

52 

50 

1 

816* 

1 38  Auriga: 

6i 

85 

15 

30 

+ 42 

32 

10 

— 

48,8 

— 24,6 

1 

817* 

Orioms 

6 

85 

20 

SO 

+ 12 

43 

50 

2 

818* 

140  Tauri 

n 

85 

25 

0 

+ 22 

49 

55 

+ 5,4 

1 

819 

36  Camelopardi 

6 

85 

27 

15 

+ 65 

42 

5 

- 1.7 

1 1 

820* 

Columbc 

A 

5 

85 

30 

10 

—.33 

52 

25 

1 

821 

59  Orionia 

6 

85 

34 

15 

+ 1 

45 

45 

+ 

35,1 

+ 10,6 

2 

822 

16  Leporia 

V 

4 

65 

35 

20 

— 14 

15 

25 

— 

52,7 

- 1.1 

2 

823 

37  Camelopardi 

1 

65 

42 

0 

+ 58 

54 

40 

- 17,5 

2 

824 

39  Aurigc 

1 

85 

42 

30 

+ 42 

57 

15 

- 

55,9 

- 34,9 

1 

825 

60  Orionis 

t 6 

85 

42 

50 

+ 0 

28 

45 

+ 

39,1 

+ 19,0 

2 

826 

141  Tauri 

6 

85 

44 

30 

+ 22 

20 

45 

+ 

22,0 

— 4,4 

> 

827* 

39  Camelopardi 

6i 

85 

47 

— 

+ 60 

26 

40 

— 38,1 

1 

828* 

Aurigie 

Tet. 

85 

49 

10 

+ 38 

32 

0 

1 

829 

38  Camelopardi 

7 

85 

55 

30 

+ 59 

9 

10 

2 

830* 

Aurigac 

Tet. 

85 

56 

25 

+37 

55 

30 

1 

831  j 1 

1 Munoceiotia 

6 

86 

3 

0 

— 9 

26 

40 

+ 

85,0 

— 3,0 

I 

832  ; 

2 Munocerotia 

6 

86 

4 

0 

- 9 

37 

0 

+ 

87,9 

— 3,3 

1 

833* 

64  Orionia 

X* 

6 

86 

16 

40 

+ 19 

38 

45 

+ 10,4 

3 

KM* 

Camelopardi 

4 

86 

17 

10 

+ 69 

20 

20 

1 

835 

40  Auriga: 

6 

86 

18 

_U 

+38 

27 

40 

+ 

27,2 

4 
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No. 

STAR. 

xw 

Right  Atccos. 
1090. 

Dpclinatton. 

1690. 

Diff«r«4)O0  from  Brsdley. 

No.  of 
Ubi. 

M. 

D. 

836 

61 

Orioim 

H- 

4 

o 

86 

19 

t4 

30 

Q 

+ 9 

/ 

36 

u 

5 

+ 39,5 

H 

6 

831* 

1 

Gcminonim 

5 

86 

19 

30 

4-23 

14 

5 

— 8,4 

15,4 

97 

S3&* 

62 

Ononis 

x' 

0 

86 

23 

10 

+ 20 

5 

45 

— 18,9 

+ 

12,4 

3 

839 

3 

Monocerotis 

6 

86 

47 

30 

—10 

38 

10 

+ 97,5 

— 

11,4 

2 

830* 

2 

Geminonim 

7 

86 

58 

10 

4-23 

37 

5 

+ 43,1 

+ 

4,8 

4 

841 

40 

C&melopardi 

6i 

86 

58 

30 

+ 60 

1 

10 

19,2 

2 

842 

41 

Auriga: 

6 

87 

0 

0 

+ 48 

43 

10 

17,8 

1 

B43* 

63 

Orloiiia 

6 

87 

5 

45 

+ 5 

2.7 

25 

1 

844 

66 

OrionU 

6 

87 

8 

45 

+ 4 

7 

55 

+ 2.7,1 

.+ 

11,7 

1 

845 

1 

LyncU 

Si 

67 

22 

30 

+01 

33 

40 

— 163,6 

- 

4,8 

3 

846 

67 

Orionis 

V 

■»i 

87 

28 

0 

+ 14 

45 

25 

+ 14,3 

+ 

11,9 

3 

841* 

3 

Gcminonim 

6i 

87 

43 

30 

+ 23 

6 

55 

+ 9,2 

+ 

5,8 

8 

848 

n 

Lcporis 

6 

87 

48 

20 

-16 

29 

50 

— 54,8 

_ 

3,3 

1 

849 

4 

Gcmmorum 

7 

87 

55 

30 

+ 23 

0 

>> 

+ 1,0 

+ 

19,1 

5 

850 

IS 

Lcporis 

i 

4 

88 

4 

30 

— 14 

56 

30 

— 143,8 

- 

3,3 

1 

851 

2 

Lyncis 

4 

88 

6 

0 

+ 59 

3 

0 

—136,4 

+ 

15,4 

5 

852 

5 

Gcminorum 

7 

88 

8 

10 

+ 24 

26 

20 

- 9,3 

+ 

2,4 

3 

853 

6 

Geininorum 

7 

88 

22 

45 

+ 22 

55 

55 

+ 14,1 



3,9 

3 

654 

68 

Oriuois 

6 

88 

25 

0 

+ 19 

48 

15 

— 1.1 

+ 

30,4 

1 

855* 

3 

Lyncis 

6 

88 

25 

45 

+ 61 

49 

35 

— • 

+ 

1,8 

1 

856 

4 

Monocerotift 

6 

68 

26 

40 

— 11 

a 

10 

2,8 

1 

857 

69 

Orionit 

/' 

6 

68 

32 

30 

+ 16 

9 

5 

+ 21,4 

+ 

12,1 

3 

858 

70 

OrigitU 

K 

68 

33 

30 

+ 14 

13 

45 

+ 78,3 

+ 

17,6 

5 

859 

19 

Leporis 

6 

86 

35 

0 

—19 

9 

55 

— 97,9 

+ 

7,9 

I 

860 

42 

Auriga.' 

6 

88 

38 

30 

+ 40 

28 

15 

— 86,3 

3,7 

1 

861 

4 

Lyucia 

6 

88 

41 

0 

+ 59 

26 

20 

_ 

14,8 

5 

662 

43 

Aurigs 

6 

68 

49 

0 

+ 46 

25 

20 

— 93,4 

«... 

7,2 

1 

663 

44 

Auriga* 

X 

•»i 

88 

54 

30 

+ 29 

33 

35 

- 11,4 



6,5 

2 

864* 

Munoccrotis 

5 

89 

— 

— 

— 6 

25 

40 

1 

665 

1 

Geininorum 

’S 

44 

89 

2 

20 

+ 22 

32 

50 

+ 10,1 

+ 

7.4 

163 

866 

71 

Orionis 

6 

89 

9 

30 

+ 19 

12 

50 

— 25,0 

1 

8C1* 

45 

Auriga 

6 

89 

12 

30 

+ 53 

31 

50 

• 



10,9 

1 

86B 

8 

Geminonim 

14 

89 

20 

30 

+ 24 

1 

15 

+ 18,9 

+ 

6,4 

4 

8G9 

72 

Orionis 

/• 

6 

89 

23 

0 

+ 16 

11 

25 

+ 12,7 

+ 

7,2 

3 

870 

9 

Geminorum 

7 

89 

30 

30 

+ 23 

47 

45 

+ 36,5 

+ 

6,4 

3 
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Mo. 

STAR. 

Mmf. 

Right  AMetia. 
1690. 

OedinatioD. 

1690. 

OiflartQoe  from  RradUty. 

Nck  Ilf 

M. 

D. 

Ofaa. 

t 

u 

i 

u 

811 

73  Orionts 

6 

89 

34 

40 

+ 12 

35 

45 

+ 21.6 

+ 

30,8 

3 

812* 

LyncU 

6 

89 

39 

30 

+ 58 

32 

0 

2 

813* 

Lynctt 

6 

89 

43 

15 

+ 58 

42 

0 

3 

814* 

74  Orioni* 

6 

89 

45 

10 

+ 12 

18 

30 

+ 33,8 

+ 

33,6 

3 

875 

5 Mouocerotiti 

■»i 

89 

55 

0 

— 6 

13 

0 

+ 11,0 

2 

816’ 

5 Lyncis 

6 

89 

51 

30 

+ 58 

31 

30 

— 

24,4 

5 

811 

75  Ohonis 

/ 

6 

90 

0 

0 

+ 10 

0 

35 

+ 25,3 

+ 

1.5 

2 

878 

10  Gctainorum 

8 

90 

0 

10 

+ 23 

40 

25 

+ 11.8 

+ 

6,0 

2 

819* 

Ljncis 

6 

90 

4 

__ 

+ 56 

23 

30 

1 

880 

1 1 Gemiuorum 

8 

90 

r> 

10 

+ 23 

32 

40 

+ 39,0 

— 

2.1 

2 

681 

12  Geminonim 

8 

90 

1 

10 

+ 23 

20 

55 

+ 

4,0 

1 

682 

46  Aurigfc 

5 

90 

11 

30 

+ 49 

23 

20 

-146,3 

— 

8,6 

1 

883 

6 MoaocerotU 

6i 

90 

44 

0 

— 10 

38 

50 

+ 83.2 

— 

1,6 

1 

884 

6 Lyncis 

6i 

90 

59 

0 

+ 58 

19 

30 

— 120,1 

— 

31,1 

2 

885 

13  Geininorum 

3 

91 

3 

0 

+ 22 

31 

25 

+ 8,5 

+ 

0.2 

193 

886 

7 Monoccrotia 

6 

91 

10 

30 

— 1 

43 

50 

+ 19,1 

- 

0,3 

2 

881* 

47  Aurigfe 

6 

91 

44 

30 

+ 46 

49 

25 

+ 

4,3 

1 

888 

14  G«minoruTn 

n 

91 

46 

0 

+ 21 

46 

5 

+ 38,3 

+ 

6,2 

4 

889 

8 Monoccrotii 

4 

91 

51 

0 

+ 4 

42 

30 

— 50,3 

+ 

2,2 

4 

890* 

76  Orionia 

6 

91 

52 

30 

+ 5 

23 

0 

891 

1 CantaMaj. 

i 

3 

92 

8 

40 

—29 

56 

40 

— 131,0 

- 

38,1 

2 

692 

48  Auriga: 

6 

92 

9 

30 

+ 30 

31 

40 

+ 

23,5 

1 

893* 

7 Lyncia 

6i 

92 

10 

30 

+ 55 

31 

20 

1 

894* 

2 Cania  Maj. 

2 

92 

16 

30 

-11 

50 

10 

— 36,8 

— 

0,1 

8 

895* 

15  Geminoram 

1 

92 

19 

30 

+ 20 

55 

45 

— 1,4 

+ 

10,9 

4 

896 

8 Lyncia 

6i 

92 

20 

0 

+ 61 

40 

50 

- 

15,1 

1 

891* 

Lyncia 

6 

92 

20 

45 

+ 58 

11 

50 

I 

893 

16  Geminorum 

1 

92 

22 

30 

+ 20 

31 

45 

+ 5,0 

+ 

28,6 

6 

899* 

9 Lyncia 

1 

92 

28 

0 

+ 56 

34 

20 

33,2 

1 

900 

10  Lyncii 

64 

92 

31 

15 

+ 61 

40 

25 

— 

41,9 

2 

901 

16  Geminonim 

y 

4 

92 

38 

0 

+ 20 

21 

35 

+ 20.1 

+ 

1.3 

103 

902* 

3 Cania  Majoria 

4 

92 

43 

10 

—33 

11 

35 

— 18,4 

- 

53.8 

2 

903 

11  Lyncia 

6 

92 

49 

30 

+ 51 

2 

50 

— 

23,1 

1 

904* 

77  Orionia 

6 

92 

52 

0 

+ 0 

21 

0 

— 134,2 

— 

18,4 

1 

905 

78  Orionia 



6 

92 

53 

45 

— 0 

1 

20 

— 155,1 

27,0 

1 
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Riirht  Aiceiia. 

Dttclinahun. 

Dificrrnee  from  Bra^lef. 

r— 

Na  of 

No. 

STAR. 

m*k- 

1690 

1690. 

JR. 

D. 

Ob». 

906* 

9 

5{ouocerDitt 

6 

o 

92 

55 

u 

0 

O 

— 4 

f 

12 

u 

50 

— 

n 

0,7 

H 

+ 14,1 

I 

90T 

Gcminonim 

8 

92 

56 

— 

+ 22 

42 

25 

1 

90S 

41 

Caniclopardi 

1 

92 

58 

0 

+ 62 

1 

50 

— 42,6 

I 

909 

10 

MoDoccrotis 

6 

93 

9 

30 

— 4 

36 

20 

+ 

20,5 

— 13,5 

3 

910 

19 

Geminomm 

1 

93 

25 

45 

+ 16 

4 

5 

+ 

61,8 

+ 25,8 

3 

911* 

11 

Monoccrotift 

4 

93 

26 

0 

— 6 

52 

10 

+ 

58,4 

— 13,6 

2 

912 

20 

Geminomm 

14 

93 

32 

30 

+11 

51 

15 

+ 

44,0 

— 3,8 

4 

913* 

21 

Gemiuorum 

64 

93 

48 

30 

+11 

51 

40 

- 

« 

— 12,9 

1 

914* 

Monocerotia 

4 

93 

54 

— 

+ 5 

1 

25 

1 

915 

49 

Aurigs 

54 

93 

55 

30 

+ 28 

12 

35 

— 

30,0 

+ 183 

4 

916* 

13 

Monocerotia 

64 

93 

59 

0 

+ 5 

2 

45 

— 

513 

— 30,8 

3 

911* 

13 

Monocerotia 

5 

94 

3 

0 

+ 1 

31 

10 

- 

513 

— 4,0 

3 

918 

22 

Oeminorum 

1 

94 

4 

40 

+ 19 

37 

5 

+ 

43,4 

+ 11,5 

3 

919 

50 

Aurigc 

94 

11 

30 

+ 42 

42 

35 

— 

2,6 

— 163 

2 

920 

51 

Aurigs 

H 

94 

11 

50 

+ 39 

36 

30 

— 

32,1 

- 13 

1 

921 

53 

AurigK 

5 

94 

18 

40 

+ 40 

6 

40 

- 

34,0 

+ 11,1 

1 

922* 

Lyncia 

1 

94 

21 

45 

+ 59 

40 

45 

+ 10,1 

1 

923* 

33 

Geminomm 

1 

94 

30 

40 

+ 11 

0 

0 

+ 

33,9 

+ 53,4 

I 

934 

14 

Monocerotia 

54 

94 

31 

0 

+ 1 

46 

10 

+ 1,2 

2 

925 

53 

Aurigs 

6 

94 

41 

0 

+ 29 

11 

55 

— 

18,4 

+ 53 

2 

926* 

42 

Camelopardi 

44 

94 

42 

0 

+ 61 

49 

55 

- 

« 

+ 0,1 

1 

921* 

12 

Lyncia 

54 

94 

43 

0 

+ 59 

41 

35 

— 24,6 

4 

928 

4 

Cania  Maj. 

r 

5 

94 

44 

30 

—23 

13 

25 

— 

13,8 

— 12,9 

1 

929 

24 

Geminomm 

y 

24 

94 

56 

40 

+ 16 

36 

45 

+ 

33,1 

+ 21.0 

124 

930 

54 

Auiigae 

6 

95 

0 

10 

+ 28 

28 

55 

— 

11,1 

+ 22,3 

3 

931* 

43 

Camelopardi 

*h 

95 

1 

30 

+ 69 

9 

35 

- 

• 

+ 18,1 

2 

933 

55 

Aurigae 

5 

95 

8 

30 

+ 44 

46 

10 

— 

18,4 

— 15,9 

1 

933* 

13 

Lyncia 

6 

95 

19 

10 

+ 51 

25 

30 

— 

• 

— 1,2 

2 

934 

25 

Geminomm 

1 

95 

26 

0 

+ 28 

26 

15 

+ 

51,8 

- 12,1 

2 

935 

5 

Cania  Maj. 

P 

5 

95 

31 

.30 

-22 

45 

5 

— 

26,9 

- 1,2 

1 

936 

6 

Cania  Maj. 

V* 

5 

95 

43 

0 

— 18 

26 

5 

— 

43,6 

— 13,8 

2 

931 

1 

Cania  Maj. 

5 

95 

48 

0 

— 19 

1 

25 

— 

19,2 
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No. 

STAR 

Right  Atceos- 

Dodiostioa. 

Diffiavace  from  Bradlcj. 

No  af 

iUg. 

1690 

1690. 

yR- 

D. 

Oils. 

1116* 

4 

Cancri 

«• 

6 

0 

115 

44 

20' 

O 

+ 25 

t 

53 

u 

45 

11 

+ 

u 

19,4 

2 

iin* 

11 

NaTw 

e 

44 

115 

53 

10 

—22 

5 

0 

- 1,9 

+ 

2,9 

4 

1118 

5 

Ctncri 

6 

115 

56 

45 

+ 17 

16 

15 

+ 10,3 

- 

1.3 

6 

1119* 

27 

Monoccrotis 

5 

116 

3 

30 

— 2 

52 

20 

+ 3.6 

+ 

10,6 

5 

1120* 

6 

Cancri 

5 

116 

6 

0 

+ 28 

37 

5 

+ 3,7 

+ 

10,9 

6 

1121 

27 

Ljncia 

5 

116 

17 

0 

+ 52 

20 

50 

— 190,3 

+ 

5,5 

2 

1122 

28 

Monocerotia 

5 

116 

21 

30 

— 0 

34 

10 

+ 9,4 

+ 

1.2 

5 

1123* 

7 

Cancri 

B 

116 

23 

0 

+ 22 

53 

45 

— 46,3 

+ 

12,4 

2 

1124 

12 

Navis 

6 

116 

27 

10 

—22 

29 

45 

— 2,6 

— 

5,3 

2 

1125 

13 

Navis 

4 

116 

31 

0 

+ 3 

8 

15 

+ 45,3 

+ 

52,3 

2 

I128‘ 

Cancri 

116 

38 

0 

+ 28 

22 

5 

2 

1121* 

28 

Lancia 

7 

lie 

41 

0 

+ 44 

6 

25 

— • 

- 

16,1 

1 

1128* 

Cancri 

6 

116 

46 

- 

+ 19 

40 

45 

1 

1129* 

Navis 

5 

116 

56 

— 

—17 

34 

50 

I 

1130 

8 

Cancri 

6 

116 

57 

0 

+ 13 

57 

35 

— 31,1 

+ 

8,7 

3 

1131 

9 

Cancri 

7 

116 

58 

45 

+ 23 

28 

35 

— 31,9 

+ 

13,8 

4 

1132* 

Camclopardi 

117 

IS 

15 

+ 57 

— 

r 

1 

1133* 

10 

Cancri 

f*' 

61 

117 

22 

30 

+ 22 

26 

25 

— 31,5 

+ 

1,1 

14 

1134* 

11 

Cancri 

14 

117 

26 

40 

+ 28 

20 

35 

+ 12.8 

— 

1,3 

2 

1135* 

56 

Cameloparxli 

6 

117 

27 

15 

+ 61 

15 

40 

—421,8 

— 

0,3 

' 

113fi» 

Navis 

6 

117 

38 

30 

-16 

47 

40 

o 

1137 

14 

Navis 

6 

in 

44 

50 

—18 

52 

25 

— 53,1 

- 

23,6 

1 

1138 

12 

Cancri 

6 

117 

48 

15 

+ 14 

29 

55 

+ 113,8 

+ 

24,8 

2 

11 39* 

Lrncis 

6 

117 

48 

30 

+ 60 

4 

40 

—210,8 

I 

1140* 

13 

Cancri 

4,! 

7 

117 

51 

0 

+ 26 

42 

55 

+ 11,4 

+ 

0,5 

2 

1141* 

14 

Cancri 

7 

117 

55 

30 

+ 26 

24 

30 

+ 4,3 

— 

24,9 

6 

1 142* 

29 

Lvncis 

6 

117 

59 

30 

+ 60 

27 

50 

—2053 

+ 

7,4 

4 

1143* 

Navis 

6 

118 

0 

— 

-19 

42 

30 

I 

1144* 

57 

Camelnpanli 

5 

118 

0 

40 

+ 63 

24 

25 

-147,7 

- 

2,0 

1 

1H5 

29 

Monoccrotis 

6 

118 

15 

0 

— 2 

7 

15 

+ 0,4 

+ 

19,9 

3 

114C* 

Cancri 

7 

118 

23 

10 

+ 15 

30 

5 

1 

1147* 

15 

Cancri 

6 

118 

27 

45 

+ 30 

32 

13 

— 4,0 

+ 

23,3 

4 

1H8 

15 

Navis 

i 

3 

US 

34 

40 

-23 

26 

25 

+ 28,8 

+ 

5.6 

3 

1149* 

Cancri 

8 

118 

35 

2 

+ 10 

42 

40 

2 

1150 

16 

Cancri 

i 

54 

116 

33 

30 

+ 18 

32 

25 

+ 18.5 

+ 

2,7 

26  1 

3L2 
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No. 

STAR. 

Mag. 

Right  Aueni. 

Declination. 

Diffrrennt  from  Bradley. 

1690. 

1690. 

M. 

D. 

1151» 

56  Catnelopcirdi 

6 

0 

118 

1 

45 

ti 

0 

0 

+ 58 

39 

u 

45 

+ 

H 

81,3 

— 26l3 

11 52* 

Cancri 

7 

IIS 

45 

15 

4-14 

53 

5 

1I&3 

16  Navie 

5 

118 

47 

40 

-18 

21 

50 

+ 

11,0 

— 15,0 

1154* 

Navia 

6 

116 

46 

30 

— 15 

22 

10 

1155* 

17  Na?ia 

6 

113 

49 

0 

— 12 

21 

30 

0 

115fi 

18  Navii 

6 

119 

4 

30 

— 12 

54 

50 

— 

23,6 

— 15,0 

1 

1151* 

Cancri 

119 

5 

50 

4-18 

33 

0 

3 

1156* 

Lyncis 

7 

119 

8 

— 

+ 60 

S 

15 

I 

1159* 

Lyncw 

6i 

119 

8 

— 

4-61 

33 

15 

1 

U60* 

19  NavU 

54 

119 

11 

0 

— 12 

2 

10 

- 

7,3 

— 6,3 

3 

llBl* 

Cancri 

7 

119 

15 

55 

4-13 

56 

45 

1 

1162 

20  Navis 

54 

119 

47 

0 

— 14 

53 

55 

_ 

44,1 

— 9,4 

3 

1163 

17  Cancri 

/3 

33 

119 

55 

0 

4-10 

6 

15 

4- 

1,0 

34 

1164 

18  Cancri 

X 

6 

120 

17 

0 

+ 28 

10 

50 

+ 

13,7 

— 20,2 

5 

iiei 

31  Lyncit 

5 

120 

22 

0 

4-44 

B 

0 

- 

14,4 

4-  10,8 

3 

UGG* 

Cancri 

5 

120 

22 

50 

4-21 

40 

45 

I 

1167 

19  Cancri 

A 

6 

120 

30 

40 

4-24 

57 

20 

— 

9.1 

4-  15,4 

10 

lies* 

21  Navis 

6 

120 

47 

30 

— 15 

20 

50 

4- 

4,4 

— 30,7 

I 

1169 

1 Ursc  Maj. 

9 

4i 

121 

2 

30 

4-61 

41 

30 

— 

70,8 

4-  27,4 

6 

1170 

20  Cancri 

</' 

6 

121 

23 

15 

4-19 

16 

55 

4- 

4,7 

+ 28,0 

16 

ini* 

2 Ursa:  Maj. 

A 

5 

121 

38 

0 

4-66 

8 

20 

—222,9 

4-  16,2 

m2* 

21  Cancri 

6 

121 

43 

15 

4-11 

36 

0 

4- 

41,5 

— 15,9 

1173* 

22  Cancri 

<!>■ 

64 

121 

52 

30 

+ 28 

52 

25 

4- 

1,3 

— 1,0 

1174 

23  Cancri 

V 

6 

121 

59 

15 

4-27 

54 

10 

4- 

12,0 

4-  22,3 

1175 

24  Cancri 

U* 

6 

122 

2 

45 

4-25 

30 

50 

- 

30,6 

4-  2,5 

1176 

25  Cancri 

d* 

6 

122 

3 

45 

4-18 

2 

0 

— 

28,7 

— 17,5 

6 

im 

22  Navit 

G 

122 

4 

0 

-12 

5 

30 

- 

55,3 

+ 7,2 

1 

1178* 

1 Hydm 

6 

122 

16 

0 

— 2 

47 

30 

4- 

28,8 

+ 54,2 

4 

1179 

27  Cancri 

6 

122 

23 

0 

4-13 

37 

33 

+ 

9.5 

+ 5^9 

4 

1160 

30  5Ionoccro(is 

6 

122 

32 

0 

— 2 

55 

50 

4- 

17,2 

4-  10,9 

9 

!I81» 

26  Cancri 

u* 

64 

122 

32 

30 

4-25 

7 

40 

— 

6,6 

4-  27,5 

8 

1182* 

2 Hydra? 

6 

122 

44 

0 

— 3 

0 

30 

+ 

14,8 

+ 25,2 

4 

1183* 

Cancri 

6 

122 

47 

40 

4-25 

20 

15 

I 

1184 

29  Caucri 

64 

122 

49 

0 

4-15 

11 

10 

+ 

9,6 

4-  55,2 

6 

1185* 

3 Ursa?  Majoris 

g;- 

122 

50 

30 

4-60 

2 

0 

—224,6 

+ 14,4 

3 
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Nob 

STAR. 

M.g. 

Right  Aacriu. 

Daclioatioo. 

Ihffefvnce  from  Bradley. 

No.uf 

1690. 

1690. 

/R 

n. 

ou. 

1188» 

4 UreK  M«j.  X 

5 

o 

123 

t 

11 

u 

0 

0 

4-65 

i 

21 

20 

u 

— 151,8 

+ 

U 

1.2 

3 

1187* 

30  Cancri  v* 

6 

123 

16 

30 

+ 25 

5 

0 

- M 

+ 

20,5 

6 

1188 

32  Lyncift 

7 

123 

22 

0 

+ 37 

26 

20 

+ 

30,0 

3 

1189 

31  Cancri  9 

123 

28 

15 

+ 19 

6 

20 

— 22,8 

— 

0.4 

16 

1190* 

Urss  Majorit 

123 

36 

15 

+«1 

1 

40 

1 

1191* 

32  Cancri 

1i 

123 

39 

15 

+ 25 

6 

0 

— 14,5 

+ 

5,0 

5 

1192 

33  lijncU 

6 

123 

40 

0 

+ 37 

26 

0 

+ 2o;i 

+ 

30,4 

3 

1193 

33  Cancri  ij 

CJ 

133 

41 

15 

+ 21 

27 

25 

— 31.7 

+ 

1,8 

20 

1194* 

34  Cancri 

6 

123 

55 

40 

+ 11 

4 

20 

+ 40,7 

+ 

37,7 

3 

1195* 

35  Cancri 

7 

124 

21 

30 

+ 20 

37 

15 

+ 6,5 

— 

3.4 

5 

1196‘ 

Cancri 

7 

124 

28 

45 

20 

I 

1197* 

Cancri 

7 

124 

37 

_ 

+ 29 

20 

IS 

I 

11 98* 

Urea;  Majoru 

6 

— 

— 

— 

+ 50 

6 

— 

1 

1199* 

Urw  Majoria 

6 

— 

— 

— 

+ 50 

1 

— 

1 

1200 

1 Leonii  Minoria 

7 

124 

42 

40 

+ 33 

51 

30 

— 5,9 

— 

47,3 

1 

1201 

34  Lyncis 

6 

124 

53 

0 

+ 46 

52 

30 

— 119,5 

+ 

21. 1 

1 

1202 

36  Cancri  c* 

6 

125 

4 

0 

+ 10 

41 

15 

— 11,9 

+ 

44,3 

2 

1203 

3 Ilydr^ 

6 

125 

4 

15 

— 6 

57 

5 

+ 42,2 

+ 

22,7 

I 

1204* 

2 Leonia  Mmnrit 

6 

125 

7 

0 

+ 33 

33 

45 

-324,9 

+ 

17,4 

1 

1203* 

Cancri 

125 

11 

50 

+ 20 

18 

50 

• 

1206’ 

3 Leonia  Minoria 

6 

125 

12 

30 

+ 33 

47 

3t) 

—309,0 

— 

33,1 

1 

1207 

4 Hydra:  9 

4 

125 

17 

45 

+ 6 

44 

55 

+ 25,5 

+ 

11,6 

5 

1208* 

37  Cancri  <* 

6J 

125 

18 

30 

+ 10 

36 

45 

+ 21,1 

+ 

42,2 

2 

1209* 

4 l^nia  Minoria 

7 

125 

20 

0 

+ 33 

0 

35 

—324,4 

- 

39,1 

I 

1210* 

Uraa:  Majoria 

125 

25 

45 

+ 67 

47 

40 

I 

1211* 

38  Cancri 

8 

125 

27 

45 

+ 20 

49 

45 

+ 

22,0 

4 

1212* 

Cancri  f 

125 

30 

30 

+ 20 

46 

10 

a 

I 

1213* 

39  Cancri 

6 

125 

33 

30 

+ 21 

4 

30 

— 16,6 

— 

31,6 

I 

1214* 

40  Cancri 

e 

125 

34 

45 

+ 21 

1 

50 

— 16,8 

— 

4.6 

2 

1215 

5 Hydne  x 

5 

125 

37 

30 

+ 4 

23 

45 

+ 22,5 

+ 

6,1 

3 

1216* 

Cancri 

125 

37 

45 

+ 21 



— 10,6 

I 

1217* 

41  Cancri  i 

7 

125 

40 

0 

+ 20 

36 

20 

— 

0,8 

4 

1218* 

42  Cancri 

14 

125 

42 

45 

+ 20 

46 

45 

+ 

8,6 

1 

1219* 

Cancri 

125 

45 

10 

+ 20 

38 

45 

— 

8,0 

2 

1220* 

Ura«  Majoria 

125 

50 

35 

+ 56 

4 

35 

1 
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No. 

STAR 

Mm 

R^bt  Aattoi. 

1690. 

DcdinatiMi. 

1690. 

Diffarenoe  from  Bmlloy. 

No.  of 
OU. 

D. 

t 

id 

u 

1221 

43  Cancrt 

7 

4 

126 

19 

0 

+ 22 

32 

50 

+ 3,6 

28 

1222 

6 Hydrip 

6 

126 

19 

15 

— 11 

24 

30 

+ 43,6 

B 

B9 

1 

1223* 

44  Cancri 

8 

126 

21 

45 

+ 19 

13' 

30 

+ 6,9 

B 

I 

1224 

45  Cancri 

A' 

6 

126 

31 

0 

+ 13 

44 

45 

+ 8,6 

B 

5 

1225* 

40  Cancri 

6 

126 

S3 

30 

+ 31 

46 

55 

+ 3.3 

B 

1 

1226 

1 Hyclnc 

7 

4 

126 

44 

45 

+ 4 

28 

30 

+ 11.6 

+ 

18,5 

4 

1221 

47  Cancri 

4 

126 

45 

10 

+ 19 

15 

25 

— 5,9 

— 

4,4 

35 

1228 

9 Hydrae 

6 

126 

50 

30 

— 14 

51 

50 

+ 

12,8 

3 

1229* 

5 Unue  Maj. 

h 

6 

126 

52 

15 

+ 63 

4 

15 

-108,9 

- 

4,3 

I 

1230 

48  Cancri 

i 

5 

126 

57 

30 

+ 29 

51 

20 

+ 5.9 

+ 

5,1 

5 

1231 

49  Cancri 

b 

6 

126 

57 

50 

+ 11 

9 

40 

+ 26,6 

+ 

35,9 

4 

1232* 

7 Uraae  Majoris 

6 

127 

— 

+ 61 

59 

0 

1 

12:i3* 

31  Monocerotis 

5 

127 

6 

0 

— 6 

8 

50 

+ 36.5 

+ 

0,5 

4 

I2M* 

10  Hydne 

5 

127 

8 

15 

+ 6 

45 

45 

+ 20,6 

+ 

33.9 

1 

1235 

6 IJraai  Majoris 

5 

127 

25 

0 

+ 65 

44 

10 

-178,2 

+ 

6,9 

2 

1236* 

Uraac  Majorit 

6 

12- 

25 

— 

+ 66 

.39 

10 

1 

I231* 

Urea;  Majoria 

6 

127 

25 

— 

+ 67 

9 

50 

1 

I23B 

50  Cancri 

A‘ 

6 

127 

28 

20 

+ 13 

12 

5 

+ 5,1 

+ 

47,2 

2 

1239 

11  Hydne 

t 

4 

127 

34 

15 

+ 7 

31 

IS 

+ 24,9 

+ 

9,3 

5 

1240* 

35  Lyncit 

6 

127 

44 

10 

+ 44 

49 

50 

+ 7.4 

+ 

39,3 

4 

1241* 

Hydrm 

6 

127 

48 

— 

— 0 

48 

10 

1 

1242' 

5 Lconia  Minoris 

1 

127 

53 

0 

+ 34 

24 

0 

—310,3 

+ 

19.4 

1 

1243 

12  Hydne 

6 

127 

55 

30 

— 12 

27 

5 

+ 27,1 

+ 

31,2 

1 

1244 

13  Hydne 

e 

5 

127 

59 

15 

+ 6 

56 

55 

+ 27,8 

+ 

9,7 

5 

1245* 

51  Cancri 

6 

126 

19 

30 

+ 33 

35 

55 

+ 

.3,3 

5 

124fi* 

52  Cancri 

1 

138 

25 

15 

+ 17 

7 

30 

+ 76,2 

- 

13,7 

1 

1247 

53  Cancri 

6 

128 

25 

20 

+ 29 

23 

5 

+ 45.5 

+ 

8,3 

3 

1248 

54  Cancri 

1 

12S 

25 

30 

+ 16 

27 

10 

+ 0,7 

+ 

59,1 

6 

1249 

14  llydne 

5i 

128 

26 

15 

— 2 

19 

55 

+ 20,3 

+ 

33,5 

2 

I250* 

55  Cancri 

f' 

6 

123 

30 

20 

+ 29 

28 

45 

— 20,5 

— 

11,6 

4 

1251 

8 Uraae  Maj. 

? 

5 

128 

31 

0 

+ 68 

46 

40 

— 190,5 

+ 

28,7 

3 

1252* 

57  Cancri 

!P* 

H 

128 

48 

0 

+ 31 

43 

5 

+ 26,2 

— 

1,4 

2 

1253* 

Hydne 

6 

128 

59 

10 

+ 6 

28 

30 

1 

1254* 

15  Hydne 

6 

129 

4 

30 

- 6 

2 

55 

+ 25,9 

+ 

14,9 

4 

I255‘ 

58  Canen 

,k 

6 

129 

15 

+ 29 

4 

35 

— 16,0 

— 

2.1 

3 

Digitized  by  Google 


The  HritUk  Catalogue,  corrected  and  enlarged.  447 


No. 

ST  AH. 

Ri^t  Aaomi. 

Dodioation. 

Differawe  from  Bradlry. 

Na  of 

1690, 

1890. 

81. 

a 

Ubi. 

1256* 

59 

Cancri 

5i 

0 

129 

i 

25 

H 

0 

O 

+34 

4 

3 

44 

55 

+ 

22,5 

+ 

44 

5,0 

4 

1251* 

9 

lira®  Mftj. 

< 

4 

129 

28 

0 

+ 49 

13 

10 

- 

143,4 

- 

9,6 

6 

1258 

16 

Hydne 

4 

129 

44 

0 

+ 7 

5 

40 

+ 

27,9 

+ 

5,0 

8 

1259* 

60 

Cancri 

6 

129 

44 

0 

+ 12 

46 

40 

+ 

n.i 

+ 

-1.8 

11 

1260* 

61 

Cancri 

6 

129 

45 

10 

+ 31 

23 

15 

+ 

26,4 

+ 

9.6 

2 

1261* 

62 

Cancri 

6 

129 

58 

0 

+ 16 

27 

50 

+ 

38.9 

+ 

57,1 

14 

1262* 

63 

Cancri 

0* 

6 

130 

3 

20 

+ 16 

43 

35 

+ 

4.2 

+ 

47,9 

13 

12r>3 

17 

Hydr* 

6 

130 

4 

0 

- 6 

49 

10 

+ 

28,5 

+ 

19,4 

2 

12frJ» 

10 

liras  Majon 

a 

4 

130 

5 

0 

+ 42 

57 

30 

- 

25,8 

+ 

40,4 

5 

1265* 

64 

Cancri 

6 

130 

5 

20 

+ 33 

35 

10 

+ 

26,2 

+ 

3,6 

4 

1266* 

11 

liras  Maj. 

6 

130 

10 

0 

+ 68 

4 

0 

— 

556,0 

+ 

3.7 

2 

1267* 

Cancri 

130 

13 

5 

+ 10 

33 

15 

1 

1268 

65 

Cancri 

2 

4 

130 

22 
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12 
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30 

- 
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9,8 

5 

1271* 

13 
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39 

0 

+ 68 
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30 

_ 
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+ 

2,5 

3 
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67 

Cancri 

6i 

130 

48 

30 

+ 29 

5 

5 
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+ 

12,8 

2 
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6 

130 

53 
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35 
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r 
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— 
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1279* 

70 

Cancri 

61 

131 

23 

45 

+ 29 

5 

25 

+ 

6,9 

+ 

4,3 

3 

1280» 

Cancri 

S 

131 

39 

5 

+ 25 

47 

55 

1 

1281’ 

Lyncia 

5i 

131 

40 

30 

+ 39 

38 

45 

3 

1282 

15 

liras  Maj. 

/ 

5 

131 

42 

0 

+ 52 

49 

10 

— 

84.2 

- 

10,6 

4 

128.V 

liras  Maj 

7 

131 

47 

— 

+ 74 

11 

— 

1 

1284* 

Uras  Maj. 

131 

56 

5 

+ 62 

54 

0 

1 

1285* 

71 

Cancri 

7 

132 

4 

20 

+ 18 

35 

50 

+ 

10,1 

1 

1286 

72 

Cancri 

T 

64 

132 

19 

u 

+30 

51 

50 

+ 

6,2 

+ 

13,5 

3 

1287* 

f6 

liras  Maj. 

c 

5 

132 

20 

40 

+ 62 

39 

30 

- 

24,8 

— 

4,5 

.2 

1288 

18 

Hydrs 

w 

6 

133 

33 

45 

+ 6 

17 

55 

+ 

33,6 

+ 

15.3 

3 

1289 

75 

Cancri 

64 

132 

37 

15 

+ 27 

52 

35 

- 

34.3 

- 

9,4 

3 

1290* 

76 

Cancri 

X 

64 

132 

43 

30 

+ 11 

52 

55 

+ 

8.8 

+ 

14.1 

11 
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51 

tt 

40 

0 

+ 23 

i 

IS 

it 

55 

+ 14,5 

+ 

t! 

9,9 

5 

1292* 

76 

Cancri 

14 

132 

54 

20 

+ 18 

42 

0 

— 24,3 

— 

22,5 

2 

1293 

79 

Cancri 

8 

133 

7 

15 

+ 23 

13 

20 

— 23,4 

+ 

7.8 

3 

1294 

17 

UrwMajom 

5 

133 

9 

30 

+ 57 

59 

40 

-129,1 

— 

26,5 

2 

1295 

36 

Lyncbi 

54 

133 

21 

15 

+ 44 

27 

50 

— 78,0 

— 

13,0 

2 

1296 

19 

Hydra 

6 

133 

22 

0 

— 7 

22 

10 

+ 53,9 

+ 

25,8 

2 

1297* 

18 

Urra  Maj.  i» 

5 

133 

24 

0 

+ 55 

16 

10 

— 31.6 

— 

77,8 

1 

1298 

20 

Hydra* 

6 

133 

35 

15 

- 7 

33 

55 

+ 72,7 

+ 

32,2 

I 

1299 

SO 

Cancri 

7 

m 

37 

20 

+ 19 

17 

0 

— 13,5 

0.6 

3 

i;«K)* 

B1 

Cancri  V* 

7 

133 

49 

30 

+ 16 

12 

55 

— 58,7 

+ 

15,6 

12 

1301* 

Hydra 

7 

134 

0 

0 

+ 5 

6 

20 

2 

1302 

19 

Urea  Majoria 

6 

134 

1 

0 

+ 35 

53 

45 

— 14,3 

— 

52,7 

1 

1303 

20 

Urea  Majoria 

7 

134 

7 

0 

+61 

2 

30 

— 137.8 

+ 

27,6 

1 

1304 

21 

Hydra 

6 

1.34 

15 

45 

— 5 

52 

20  ^ 

+ 63.0 

+ 

25,7 

1 

1305* 

62 

Cancri  r* 

G 

134 

31 

0 

+ 16 

11 

35 

— 8,3 

+ 

14,8 

24 

1306 

22 

Hydra  9 

4 

134 

Xi 

45 

+ 3 

36 

15 

— 29,0 

- 

52,9 

6 

1307* 

Urea  Majorif 

6 

134 

40 

— 

+ 57 

5R 

40 

1 

1308 

37 

Lynda 

5 

134 

45 

30 

+ 52 

31 

0 

- 97,8 

+ 

44,0 

I 

1309* 

38 

Lyncia 

4 

134 

50 

0 

+ 38 

4 

40 

+ 65,9 

+ 

0,5 

4 

1310* 

Cancri 

135 

14 

25 

+ 12 

45 

40 

3 

m 

39 

L^'ncia 

6 

135 

16 

10 

+ 50 

49 

20 

— • 

+ 

20,0 

1 

Eg 

23 

Ilvdra 

6 

135 

18 

30 

— 5 

5 

40 

+ 60,8 

+ 

31,6 

I 

1313 

24 

Hydra 

6 

135 

22 

0 

— 7 

29 

0 

+ 31,0 

+ 

23,7 

3 

1314 

83 

Cancri 

6 

135 

23 

45 

+ 18 

59 

S 

+ 22,1 

+ 

15,3 

2 

I315« 

40 

Lynda 

4 

135 

30 

0 

+ 35 

40 

10 

+ 17,7 

+ 

10,6 

9 

1316’ 

25 

Hvdra 

5 

135 

37 

45 

—10 

41 

25 

+ 45,4 

+ 

16,9 

I 

1317* 

21 

Ureie  Majoria 

64 

135 

53 

0 

+ 55 

IS 

50 

-179,1 

— 

1.9 

1 

1318 

26 

Hvdra 

6 

136 

11 

45 

— 10 

41 

55 

+ 52,2 

+ 

24,0 

3 

1319* 

Hvdra 

7 

1.36 

17 

45 

— 8 

20 

0 

+ 30.4 

+ 

48,5 

1 

1320* 

22 

Uraoc  Majoria 

7 

1.36 

18 

0 

+ 73 

31 

25 

• 

+ 

34,2 

2 

1321 

27 

Hydra 

fl 

1.36 

19 

45 

— ft 

16 

30 

+ 26,1 

+ 

31.8 

5 

1322 

6 

Leunia  Minoria 

6 

136 

20 

0 

+ 26 

29 

0 

+ 143,1 

— 

18,5 

1 

1323* 

1 

Leontft  K 

5 

1.36 

37 

0 

+ 27 

29 

5 

+ 33,3 

+ 

6,3 

6 

1324* 

23 

Urra  Maj.  h 

4 

136 

38 

30 

+ 64 

22 

0 

— 1.4 

+ 

39,1 

3 

1325* 

24 

Unue  Maj.  d 

■14 

136 

39 

0 

j 
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9 

10 

—400,6 

— 

8,3 

3 

Digitized  by  Google 


The  Brilith  Catalogue,  corrected  atid  enlarged. 


449 


N«. 

STAR. 

u«* 

Ri^ht  A<>cea«. 
1690. 

Daclinatioc. 

1690. 
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136 

52 

30 

+ 51 

4 

0 

1 

1321 

41  Lyncia 

6 

137 

4 

0 

+ 46 

55 

0 

— 126,7 

+ 

313 

2 

1328 

28  Hydne  A 

6 

131 

28 

1 

— 3 

48 

35 

+ 15,4 

+ 

143 

3 

1329* 

2 I^eouia  ca 

6 

131 

51 

0 

+ 10 

23 

15 

+ 11.9 

+ 

35,4 

5 

1330 

3 Lconia 

6 

131 

58 

;» 

+ 9 

30 

35 

+ 41,9 

+ 

14,4 

2 
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6 
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59 
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+ 
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1333 
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n 
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1384 

19 
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40 

0 

+ 12 

57 

53 

+ 46,9 

+ 

46,7 
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30 

Uroc  Maj. 

5 
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41 
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+ 55 

29 

20 

— 49,5 

- 
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4 
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16 
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40 
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20 
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6 
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3 

Sextantia 
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23 
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33 

30 

+ 14 

29 

25 

— 24,5 
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9.2 

3 

1393 

4 
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143 

33 

30 

+ 5 

46 

15 

— 

2.8 

1 

1394* 

5 
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143 

44 
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— 5 

57 

5 
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H- 

34 
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Right  Ascent. 
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Difihrcnce  from  Bradley. 
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1690. 

1690. 

JSi. 

a 

Oba. 

1396* 

• Leonis  Minoris 

1 

e 

143 

/ 

45 

u 

O 

4-36 

24 

u 

55 

H 

u 

1 

1391 

31  Urs«  Majorii 

6 

143 

41 

30 

4-51 

15 

15 

4- 

38,8 

4- 

1.3 

2 

1398 

6 Sextantis 

6 

143 

52 

30 

- 2 

48 

50 

4- 

95,0 

4- 

3,9 

1 

1399 

7 Sextantia 

6 

144 

1 

0 

4-  3 

52 

30 

4- 

96.9 

4- 

15.6 

2 

1400 

39  Hydnc  u' 

5 

144 

9 

15 

— 13 

24 

45 

— 

29,6 

— 

3.2 

2 

1401 

8 SoxtantU 

6 

144 

18 

0 

- 6 

40 

0 

— 

39,5 

— 

1,9 

3 

1402* 

SextantU 

6 

144 

19 

30 

4-  1 

23 

40 

4 

1403 

9 SextantU 

6 

144 

26 

30 

4-  6 

22 

55 

4-100.3 

4- 

1,5 

1 

1404* 

Leonia  Minorit 

1 

144 

32 

— 

4-48 

52 

0 

1 

1405* 

Uraae  Majoria 

6 

144 

32 

45 

+ 58 

16 

30 

2 

1406 

18  Ijconia  Minoris 

6 

144 

33 

30 

4-33 

49 

40 

21,8 

4- 

6,6 

1 

1401 

19  Leonis  Minoris 

5i 

144 

38 

30 

4-42 

30 

15 

— 

56,6 

4- 

5,2 

6 

1408* 

10  Sextantia 

6 

144 

58 

30 

4-10 

22 

50 

4- 

45,5 

— 

2,3 

6 

1409 

26  Leonis 

1 

145 

19 

0 

4-16 

40 

25 

4- 

14,3 

4- 

13,1 

1 

1410* 

27  Lconia  r 

5i 

145 

22 

20 

4-13 

53 

35 

4- 

5,1 

+ 

29,9 

24 

1411* 

11  Sextantia 

5* 

145 

24 

10 

4-  9 

46 

20 

4- 

51,8 

1,3 

g 

1412* 

Leonis  Minoris 
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145 

24 

35 

4-31 

5 

55 

1 

1413 

20  Leonia  Minoris 

6 

145 

45 

0 

+ 33 

25 

0 

— 

26,1 

4- 

3,3 

5 

1414* 

Ursae  Majoria 

6 

145 

48 

0 

4-55 

23 

10 

4- 

• 

1 

1415* 

13  Seitantis 

6 

145 

52 

30 

4-  4 

50 

40 

I 

141G 

29  Leonis  ir 

4 

145 

56 

15 

4-  9 

30 

15 

4- 

31,0 

4- 

30,4 

32 

1411* 

Leonia  Minoris 

1 

145 

58 

15 

4-32 

59 

45 

1 

14I8» 

Sextantia 

146 

1 

4-10 

24 

50 

1 

1419* 

leonis 

5 

146 

23 

25 

4-23 

24 
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1780  38  Virginia 


6 188  58  0 

5^  189  7 30 

7 1S9  11  30 

7 189  14  10 

6 189  21  20 


+ 4 

45 

30  — 

16,9  1 

— 

27,7 

4 29 

14 

15  + 

45,7 

- 

4,8 

+ IR 

46 

13  + 

4,8 

- 

8,0 

+ 18 

48 

15  — 

9,8 

+ 

3,4 

— 1 

51 

15  — 

88,0 

— 

18,7 
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Ml*. 

Right  Ak«m. 

1690. 

DeclinKtion. 

1690. 

nsi 

39  Viiginis 

6 

; 189° 

i 

23 

u 

15 

o 

- 1 

t 

22 

30 

ns2- 

35  Coma;  Ber. 

189 

30 

0 

+ 22 

56 

25 

ns3 

40  Virginia 

5 

189 

33 

50 

- 1 

51 

5 

1784 

41  Virgiiiie 

6 

189 

35 

10 

+ 14 

6 

5 

1185* 

42  Virginia 

6 

189 

49 

20 

+ 9 

30 

30 

neo 

43  Virginia 

i 

3 

190 

0 

0 

+ 5 

5 

10 

nsi* 

77  Ur«P  Maj. 

e 

3 

IW 

6 

30 

+ 51 

.19 

50 

ns8* 

12  Can.  VeiiBt. 

2i 

190 

21 

15 

+ 40 

0 

0 

ns9 

8 Draconia 

6 

190 

40 

20  1 

+61 

1 

35 

1190 

36  Comce  B«r. 

5 

190 

53 

30 

+ 19 

5 

15 

1191* 

44  Virginia 

k 

6 

190 

55 

1 

40 

— 2 

8 

25 

1192 

46  Virginia 

6 

191 

11 

10 

— 1 

41 

10 

1193* 

37  Comtt  Ber. 

5i 

191 

19 

30 

+32 

28 

0 

1794 

38  Comae  Ber. 

6 

191 

21 

0 

+ 18 

48 

40 

1195* 

Comm  Ber. 

6 

191 

36 

25 

+ 22 

56 

50 

1196 

47  Viiginia 

f 

3 

191 

41 

10 

+ 12 

31 

35 

1191* 

78  UrNB  Majoria 

6 

191 

50 

30 

+ 58 

3 

10 

1198 

9 Draconia 

6 

191 

51 

30 

+69 

16 

20 

1199 

48  Virpnis 

6 

192 

0 

30 

— 1 

58 

30 

1800 

14  Can.  Venal. 

5 

192 

41 

0 

+ 31 

28 

20 

1801 

39  Com®  Her. 

5 

192 

48 

20 

+ 22 

50 

0 

1802 

40  Comaj  Ber. 

6 

192 

48 

30 

+ 24 

11 

20 

1803* 

49  Virginia 

3 

5 

192 

55 

30 

- 9 

4 

45 

1804 

4 1 Cumfi:  Ber. 

*i 

193 

4 

0 

+ 29 

11 

50 

1805* 

Virginia 

64 

19.3 

5 

30 

— 1 

18 

25 

1806* 

45  Hydrip 

5 

193 

1 

15 

—21 

21 

20 

1801* 

j Cotiuc  Ber. 

6 

193 

15 

0 

+ 29 

13 

40 

1808* 

1 50  Virginia 

6 

19.3 

23 

30 

— 8 

41 

5 

1809 

51  Virginia 

i 

4 

193 

28 

40 

— 3 

52 

35 

1810* 

Como!  Ber. 

193 

40 

45 

+ 18 

30 

15 

1811 

42  Comt?;  Ber. 

1 

44 

193 

43 

0 

+ 19 

10 

35 

1812* 

Can.  Venal. 

6 

193 

50 

— 

+ 39 

5 

15 

i8i:i  ; 

15  Can.  Venal. 

193 

51 

30 

+ +) 

11 

45 

1814* 

52  Virginia 

6 

193 

53 

10 

— 8 

30 

30 

1815  ^ 

53  Virginia 

44 

193 

54 

0 

— 14 

31 

S 
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DifTerearc  from  BratiWy. 

No.uf 

STAR- 

Mag. 

1690 

1690. 

JfL 

Ot». 

1816* 

18  Can.  Vcnat, 

7 

193 

i 

56 

u 

45 

+ 40* 

1 

22 

45 

1 

e> 

n 

+ 21,6 

1 

1817 

17  Can,  Venat. 

5 

193 

57 

0 

+ 40 

9 

35 

- 47,7 

— 7,0 

1 

1818 

54  Virginia 

6 

194 

13 

30 

-17 

9 

50 

+ 55.8 

— 15,3 

1 

1819* 

18  Can.  Venal- 

6 

194 

19 

:to 

+ 42 

27 

10 

+ 21.5 

- 2,0 

1 

I820« 

43  Comic  Ber 

5i 

194 

19 

30 

429 

27 

30 

+ 1,8 

+ 63,0 

4 

1821* 

55  Virginia 

6 

194 

33 

0 

— 18 

16 

50 

M • 

— 22,0 

1 

1822» 

56  Virginia 

8 

194 

39 

0 

— 8 

43 

0 

— 33.9 

+ 12,0 

1 

1823 

57  Virginia 

6 

194 

47 

30 

— 18 

16 

40 

+ 146,9 

— 20,3 

1 

1824* 

Can.  Venat. 

Si 

194 

34 

10 

+41 

48 

40 

2 

1825* 

Centauri 

5 

194 

56 

55 

—29 

48 

25 

■ 

182G 

59  Virginia 

e 

64 

195 

19 

40 

+11 

3 

20 

+ 55,3 

+ 15,9 

I 

1827* 

58  Virginia 

6 

195 

19 

50 

— 8 

53 

0 

— 55.2 

— 57,4 

1 

1828 

19  Can.  Veuttt. 

7 

193 

23 

0 

+ 42 

30 

20 

— 15,4 

- 5,7 

2 

1829* 

Virginia 

8 

193 

24 

10 

- 7 

5 

30 

1 

1830* 

Virginia 

195 

27 

.30 

+ 15 

18 

20 

I 

1&31 

60  Virginia 

9 

5 

195 

29 

30 

+ 7 

6 

35 

+ 0,8 

+ 22,4 

4 

1832* 

61  Virginia 

44 

195 

32 

45 

-16 

34 

25 

+ 4,1 

- 72,1 

1 

1833* 

46  Hydra; 

y 

34 

195 

33 

15 

—21 

31 

50 

— 37,5 

+ 24,2 

6 

1834* 

Virginia 

195 

:« 

45 

+ 15 

23 

55 

I 

1835 

20  Can.  Venat. 

6 

193 

54 

30 

+ 42 

13 

25 

— 60,2 

— 20,0 

3 

163G 

02  Virginia 

6 

19G 

2 

0 

— 9 

38 

SO 

— 25,7 

— 33,0 

I 

1837* 

21  Can.  Venat. 

6 

196 

IS 

0 

+ 51 

19 

20 

— 31,0 

+ 7.6 

3 

1838* 

22  Can.  Venal. 

6 

196 

— 

_ 

+ 53 

13 

0 

1839 

63  Virginia 

G 

196 

36 

0 

-16 

5 

30 

+ 85,1 

— 20,6 

1 

1840 

23  Can.  Venat. 

7 

196 

36 

45 

+41 

47 

20 

— 84,8 

+ 3,0 

1 

1841* 

Virginia 

6 

196 

37 

— 

+ 3 

43 

15 

1 

1B42 

64  Virginia 

6 

196 

37 

50 

+ 6 

47 

5 

+ 20,2 

+ 32,9 

3 

1843* 

Virginia 

6 

196 

48 

__ 

+ 15 

45 

55 

1 

1844 

65  Virginia 

6 

196 

49 

50 

— 3 

16 

40 

— 22.7 

— 40,1 

1 

1845 

66  Virginia 

64 

197 

6 

0 

— 3 

32 

0 

+ 67,5 

+ 9,8 

4 

1840 

67  Virginia 

a. 

I 

197 

14 

0 

- 9 

32 

0 

— 9.1 

+ 14,5 

108 

1847» 

68  Virginia 

1 

6 

197 

36 

30 

— II 

4 

45 

— 28,9 

- 2,1 

I 

1848 

69  Virginia 

54 

197 

44 

15 

— 14 

21 

0 

+ 33,8 

— 2,2 

1 

1849‘ 

79  Uratt  Maj. 

? 

3 

197 

51 

40 

+ 56 

33 

40 

— 70,8 

— 20,3 

6 

1850* 

80  Urate  Maj. 

9 

5 

198 

13 

n 

+ 56 

37 

30 

-121,2 

— 37,0 

5 
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Mug. 

Riglit  Ascent. 

!>(>cUn»tujai. 

Difference  from  Bradley. 

No.  ofl 

No. 

STAR 

1690. 

1690. 

M. 

1). 

Obe.  1 

185I* 

70 

Virginis 

6 

0 

198 

19 

H 

30 

0 

+ 15 

t 

26 

H 

35 

~~ 

u 

41,7 

— 

19,2 

3 

1853* 

Virginia 

198 

23 

30 

+ 5 

29 

20 

1 

1853* 

71 

Viripnis 

6 

198 

28 

45 

+ 12 

26 

5 

— 

49,1 

+ 

17,1 

2 

1854* 

72 

Vilaliis 

r 

6i 

198 

34 

45 

— 4 

52 

5 

! — 

7.3 

+ 

45,4 

6 

1855 

73 

Virginia 

6 

198 

50 

15 

—17 

6 

45 

+ 

— 

9,7 

1 

1856* 

74 

Virginia 

r 

6 

198 

58 

50 

— 4 

33 

35 

— 

30,6 

+ 

6,6 

16 

1S57* 

Bnotia 

6 

199 

3 

— 

+ 25 

50 

5 

1 

1858 

75 

Virginia 

n 

199 

5 

15 

— 13 

44 

50 

+ 

1.5,2 

2 

1839 

76 

V'irginia 

h 

6 

199 

10 

40 

— 8 

33 

25 

- 

9,6 

+ 

13,7 

9 

I860- 

Uraffi  Majoria 

5 

199 

18 

45 

+61 

33 

40 

1 

1801 

77 

Virginia 

7 

199 

19 

20 

— 6 

0 

50 

- 

3.4 

1 2 

1862* 

Boo  tit 

199 

33 

25 

+ 25 

57 

20 

1 

m3 

78 

Virginia 

6 

199 

37 

0 

+ 5 

15 

35 

+ 

3.2 

+ 

22,8 

4 

1864* 

79 

Virginia 

4 

199 

44 

0 

+ 0 

59 

40 

— 

19,2 

+ 

36,6 

31 

1865* 

BO 

Virginia 

6 

199 

51 

30 

— 3 

43 

35 

+ 

10,6 

+ 

.36,6 

10 

I860* 

Can.  Venal. 

5 

200 

14 

0 

+ 38 

46 

25 

1 

1807* 

81 

Virginia 

n 

200 

22 

20 

— 6 

16 

33 

— 

80,4 

1 

1868 

24 

Can.  Venal. 

5J 

200 

27 

0 

+ 50 

36 

55 

— 

82,7 

— 

1,2 

I 

I860 

81 

Urwr  Majoria 

•H 

200 

33 

45 

+ 56 

56 

40 

— 

ni,4 

+ 

17,5 

1 

1870* 

Bootia 

7 

200 

51 

38 

+ 24 

7 

5 

1 

1871* 

25 

Can.  Venal. 

5 

200 

53 

15 

+ 37 

53 

0 

1 

1872* 

Bootia 

6 

201 

1 

10 

+ 12 

18 

50 

2 

1873 

82 

Virginia 

m 

0 

201 

21 

0 

— 7 

7 

35 

- 

4.4 

+ 

21,9 

21 

1874 

1 

Bootia 

1 6 

201 

28 

0 

+ 21 

32 

30 

— 

1.1 

— 

7,4 

4 

1675* 

Booiia 

7 

201 

28 

13 

+ 21 

36 

5 

' 

1876* 

Bootia 

6 

201 

35 

15 

+ 24 

4 

40 

+ 

10,0 

+ 

13.7 

3 

1877 

1 B4 

Virginia 

0 

6 

201 

52 

30 

+ 5 

7 

3 

- 

8.7 

+ 

14,2 

9 

1878* 

; 82 

Uraflc  Majoria 

6 

201 

57 

0 

+ 54 

30 

30 

- 

• 

— 

18,4 

1 

1879* 

83 

Virginia 

G 

201 

58 

25 

— 14 

36 

15 

- 

36,9 

+ 

8,6 

3 

IHSO 

1 

Ccntanri 

1 

202 

1 

45 

-31 

27 

15 

+ 

57,5 

■ — 

15,1 

2 

1881 

85 

Virginia 

6 

202 

!5 

20 

— 14 

n 

45 

— 

46,6 

+ 

13,7 

4 

1882 

83 

Uraae  Majoria 

6 

202 

15 

30 

+ 56 

15 

50 

- 

109,6 

— 

2,6 

2 

1883* 

BcK>tia 

5 

202 

15 

45 

+ 24 

16 

40 

2 

1884 

86 

Virginia 

n 

6 

202 

22 

50 

— 10 

51 

35 

- 

28,1 

+ 

16,1 

7 

1885 

87 

Virginia 

6 

202 

40 

20 

— 16 

17 

35 

— 

29,3 

+ 

12,1 

1 
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M*S- 
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1690. 

1690. 
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Diffvrencu  f 
M. 

ru4B  Br*4lc]r. 

a 

No.  of 
Oba. 

o 

! 

n 

e 

t 

u 

l»S6* 

VtrginU 

202 

43 

15 

— 8 

8 

35 

1 

I8R1 

2 

Ceneauri 

s 

41 

202 

53 

10 

-32 

52 

55 

+ 

85,6 

+ 

0,6 

3 

1888* 

S8 

Vii^nia 

n 

6 

203 

2 

15 

— 5 

16 

35 

- 

11,9 

+ 

15.9 

2 

I860 

3 

B4M)ds 

6 

203 

4 

0 

+ 27 

16 

20 

+ 

39,6 

+ 

o;j 

2 

1890* 

Buutia 

01 

203 

5 

0 

+32 

28 

15 

3 

ISOl 

4 

Boutis 

r 

4 

203 

7 

30 

+ 19 

0 

45 

— 

5,2 

+ 

23,4 

5 

1892* 

Can.  Venal, 

7 

203 

13 

0 

+ 40 

4 

30 

1 

1893 

89 

Virginia 

54 

203 

17 

30 

-16 

34 

55 

- 

31,0 

+ 

36,6 

3 

1894* 

Can.  Venal. 

4 

2a*i 

24 

30 

+ 40 

6 

30 

1 

1895 

3 

CenUiuri 

k 

44 

2tt3 

30 

0 

—31 

26 

15 

+ 

70,8 

+ 

6,3 

3 

1890* 

Can.  Venal. 

7 

203 

36 

5 

+ 32 

57 

10 

1 

1897 

5 

Bootia 

4 

203 

38 

0 

+ 17 

21 

0 

- 

8,5 

+ 

11,3 

5 

1898* 

Can.  Venat. 

c 

203 

4t) 

30 

+32 

45 

10 

3 

1899 

84 

Uras  Majoria 

6 

203 

45 

15 

+ 56 

0 

0 

- 

14,1 

1 

1900* 

6 

Bootia 

€ 

54 

203 

45 

30 

+ 22 

49 

0 

+ 

12,0 

+ 

11,4 

1 

1901* 

Bootia 

6 

203 

49 

35 

+ 20 

11 

10 

1 

1902 

85 

Uraw  Maj. 

3 

203 

50 

0 

+ 50 

53 

0 

- 

66.9 

- 

31,5 

7 

1903 

4 

Centauri 

h 

203 

51 

30 

—30 

22 

35 

+ 

70,3 

+ 

3,4 

3 

1904* 

Can.  Venat. 

7 

2(M 

20 

55 

+30 

19 

10 

1 

1905" 

Can.  Venat. 

7 

204 

21 

40 

+ 36 

12 

10 

1 

1906* 

Boutis 

204 

24 

15 

+ 18 

16 

30 

1 

1907* 

Can.  V'enat. 

G 

204 

31 

25 

+ 35 

59 

13 

1 

1908 

7 

Bootia 

7 

204 

36 

0 

+ 19 

28 

30 

+ 

0,4 

+ 

13,2 

3 

1909 

90 

Virginia 

P 

6 

204 

42 

50 

+ 0 

2 

5 

— 

37,4 

+ 

22,9 

12 

1910* 

91 

Virginia 

6 

204 

43 

0 

+ 2 

34 

51 

1 

19I1* 

Bootia 

5 

204 

46 

55 

+30 

10 

25 

I 

1912 

8 

Bootia 

3 

204 

58 

40 

+ 19 

58 

20 

+ 

6,4 

- 

34,6 

13 

1913 

92 

Virginia 

6 

203 

10 

50 

+ 2 

34 

55 

— 

8,3 

+ 

14,5 

5 

1914 

47 

H)(lne 

6 

203 

18 

45 

—23 

26 

20 

- 

10,4 

+ 

3,7 

2 

1915 

9 

Bootia 

5 

205 

30 

0 

+ 29 

1 

30 

+ 

0,6 

+ 

13,3 

3 

1916 

86 

ITraie  Majoria 

6 

205 

36 

30 

+ 55 

16 

0 

+ 

5,2 

1 

1917* 

Can.  Venat. 

205 

36 

35 

+ 33 

32 

40 

1 

1918* 

10 

Uracunia 

1 

3 

205 

37 

0 

+ 66 

16 

0 

— 

81.3 

— 

1,5 

1 

1919* 

48 

Hydnc 

6 

205 

41 

15 

—23 

28 

45 

— 

5,3 

+ 

7,9 

1 

1920* 

10 

Bootia 

7 

206 

1 

30 

+ 23 

13 

30 

+ 

14,4 

+ 

4,6 

3 
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921  j 93  Virgini* 
922« 

923*  I n Bootis 
924* 


926*  I 5 Cenuuti 
92T 

928*  49  Hydrae 

929  94  Viipnifi 

930  95  Virginia 


933*  96  Virgiuts 

934  * Booti* 
1935*  50  Hvdrn; 


n Draconia 

97  Virgini* 
1939  12  Bootia 

1940"  I 98  Vi^nU 


13  Bootia 


le 


1946  15  Bootia 

1947  99  Virginia 

1948* 

1949* 

1950*  16  Bootia 

1951  100  Virginia 

1952*  n Bootia 
1953*  101  Virginia 
1954  102  Virginia 

1955* 


I 


206  28  40 

6 20<i  30  25 

GJ  206  46  30 

2 206  54  30 

2i  207  6 15 

2i  207  8 0 

7 207  12  55 

4 207  13  15 

6 207  29  45 

6 207  30  0 

7i  207  36  5 

5 207  54  5 

B 208  7 30 

7 208  1 1 0 

6 208  46  30 

G 208  56  25 

3J  209  0 0 

7 209  I 30 

5 209  3 0 

4 209  6 50 

209  9 — 

6 209  12  30 

6 209  18  30 

6 209  26  25 

6 209  47  30 

6 209  55  10 

4 209  57  30 

7 210  2 0 

210  21  45 

1 210  22  30 

4 210  36  40 

4 210  38  0 

6 210  39  30 

5 210  55  :10 

7 210  56  55 


Deelinatiu*. 

1690. 


3 3 25 

4-  23  48  0 

4-28  53  13 
4-33  4 0 

— 14  49  35 

-34  48  35 
+ 33  9 20 

—25  10  45 

— 7 23  25 


— 14  41  5 

+ 53  28  45 

— 8 51  45 

+ 32  20  20 
—25  46  40 
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+ 65 

51 

58 

— 8 

25 

45 

+ 26 

34 

20 

— R 

48 

45 

+ 3 

51 

45 

+ 50 

56 

0 

-27 

48 

30 

+ 33 

45 

10 

+ 14 

25 

40 

+ 11 

34 

35 

— 4 

30 

5 

+ 30 

33 

10 

+ 20 

22 

30 

+ 20 

49 

0 

— 11 

55 

25 

+ 53 

15 

0 

+ 16 

42 

50 

— 0 

49 

5 

+ 41 

10 

26 

M. 

D. 

u 

— 2,5 

+ 29,9 

- 0.7 

+ 55,4 

+ 26,1 

- 67,9 

— 34,5 

+ 38,1 

— :m.i 

+ 0,4 

— 23,8 

+ 16,9 

+ 53,5 

+ 67,5 

+ 28,8 

- 3,1 

+ 15,9 

+ 12,1 

+ 4.3 

+ 32,6 

+ 46,1 

+ 21,7 

— 28,6 

+ 32,8 

— 147,3 

+ 25.7 

+ 5,6 

+ 17,8 

+ 2,3. 

+ 7,9 

- 18,6 

— 21,6 

+ 50,0 

— 0,5 

— 42.8 

-134,2 

— 31,0 

+ 12.6 

— 158,3 

+ 20,1 

— 84.5 

+ 25.8 
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Nu. 

STAR. 

M.K- 

Right  Akccos. 
1690. 

Dvcltnation. 

1690. 

l>iS«reucc  from  Bradley. 

No.  o( 
Oba. 

JH. 

o. 

1956 

18 

Bootis 

6 

0 

311 

/ 

4 

0 

0 

+ 14 

t 

26 

50* 

u 

+ 22,2 

u 

+ 25,6 

3 

1937 

19 

Bootis 

A 

4 

211 

9 

30 

+ 47 

31 

20 

— 70,4 

+ 34,4 

2 

1938 

20 

Buotis 

5 

211 

16 

0 

+ 17 

44 

10 

+ 15,4 

+ 45,1 

2 

1939* 

Bootis 

A 

6 

211 

18 

5 

+ 36 

56 

0 

3 

1960 

21 

BootU 

J 

4 

211 

20 

0 

+ 52 

48 

50 

-163,3 

+ 3,1 

4 

1961* 

51 

Hydra 

5 

211 

20 

0 

-26 

18 

20 

+ 10,5 

— 3,6 

1 

19C2* 

Bootis 

6 

2II 

22 

— 

+ 53 

59 

55 

1 

1963* 

3 

Ur»®  Minnris 

6 

211 

21 

30 

+ 76 

3 

5 

^ • 

1 

1964* 

103 

Virgini* 

i* 

5 

211 

31 

0 

— 0 

33 

25 

— 19,1 

+ 33.9 

4 

1965* 

Bootin 

6 

211 

30 

30 

+ 52 

45 

20 

— 112,6 

1 

1966 

2 

Lihnr 

7 

211 

42 

45 

—10 

16 

5 

— 27,8 

— 23,3 

1 

1967* 

Bootis 

6 

211 

56 

50 

+ 53 

28 

30 

1 

1968* 

Bootis 

ii 

212 

2 

35 

+ 9 

51 

55 

3 

1969* 

Bootis 

213 

11 

0 

+ 7 

14 

10 

1 

1970* 

Bootis 

7 

212 

n 

35 

+ 9 

40 

0 

I 

1971* 

Bootis 

5 

212 

13 

5 

+ 7 

14 

35 

1 

1972* 

Bootis 

6 

212 

16 

20 

+ 9 

30 

0 

1 

1973 

52 

Hydrffi 

5 

212 

31 

45 

—28 

4 

35 

+ 33,7 

+ 18,0 

1 

1974* 

4 

Urss  Minoris 

5 

212 

46 

30 

+ 78 

59 

20 

— 189,0 

+ 52,0 

3 

1975 

104 

Virginis 

6 

212 

50 

20 

_ 4 

41 

10 

— 151,5 

— 46,6 

1 

1976* 

Bootis 

212 

56 

+ 38 

31 

10 

1 

1977* 

22 

Bootis 

/ 

6 

313 

0 

30 

+ 20 

37 

40 

+ 5,9 

+ 52,3 

2 

1978 

105 

Virginis 

4 

213 

4 

30 

— 0 

49 

10 

— 3i;j 

+ 18,8 

9 

1979 

106 

Virginis 

6 

213 

■ 8 

30 

— 5 

28 

30 

—146,4 

— 35,6 

1 

1980* 

Boot)s 

6 

213 

11 

55 

+ 39 

48 

20 

1 

1981* 

Virginis 

6 

213 

30 

+ 2 

13 

30 

1 

1982 

23 

Bootis 

S 

4 

213 

42 

0 

+ 53 

17 

50 

— 198,0 

— 16,5 

2 

1983* 

Bootis 

6 

213 

51 

0 

+ 37 

35 

30 

I 

198t* 

Bootis 

6 

214 

8 

20 

+ 33 

11 

5 

1 

1985 

24 

Bootis 

9 

6i 

214 

29 

0 

+ 51 

14 

20 

— 115,6 

+ 35,4 

2 

1986 

25 

Bootis 

e 

4 

214 

36 

30 

+ 31 

45 

20 

+ 20.0 

— 3,3 

2 

26 

Bootis 

7 

214 

36 

30 

+ 23 

38 

10 

+ 15.1 

+ 40,6 

1 

1988* 

Bootis 

6 

214 

38 

40 

+ 28 

3 

45 

2 

1989 

21 

Bootis 

7 

3 

214 

53 

0 

+ 39 

40 

35 

+ 26,6 

+ 35,6 

4 

1990 

28 

Bootis 

c 

6 

215 

17 

30 

+ 31 

6 

20 

+ 23,8 

+ 34,8 

4 

3 0 2 
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Ntf. 

STAR. 

m*k 

Right  A tern*. 

1690. 

Dcrhaatbo. 

1690. 

Ihdirrvnce  from  Bnulley. 

X«.of 

(Hm. 

.41. 

D. 

o 

/ 

M 

It 

u 

1«91* 

Boo(i(> 

6 

215 

17 

— 

+ 33 

54 

20 

1 

1992* 

Bontis 

6 

215 

17 

— 

+ 38 

20 

25 

1 

1993‘ 

Bootis 

6 

215 

23 

— 

+ 37 

59 

45 

1 

1994 

3 Librir 

6 

215 

23 

0 

—23 

40 

0 

I 

1993* 

Libw 

215 

36 

55 

- 9 

II 

0 

2 

1 996* 

Dooti» 

6 

215 

56 

— 

+ 50 

44 

10 

1 

I99T 

4 Lihnf 

6 

216 

21 

0 

—23 

39 

5 

+ 29.4 

+ 13,7 

3 

1998 

29  Bootis 

ir 

H 

216 

32 

10 

+ 17 

46 

20 

+ 29,5 

— 3,1 

2 

30 

3 

2)6 

34 

30 

+ 15 

4 

40 

+ 64,8 

+ 12,6 

3 

2000 

31  Bootis 

216 

36 

30 

+ 9 

30 

10 

+ 12.2 

+ 36,8 

J 

2001* 

6 

216 

38 

45 

+ 44 

59 

10 

1 

2*)02 

32  Boutis 

6 

216 

41 

30 

+ 13 

0 

10 

+ 53,9 

2 

2003 

107  Virp»i* 

(t 

4 

216 

42 

0 

— 4 

17 

33 

— 10,8 

+ 12,2 

16 

2004* 

33  BixitU 

6 

216 

50 

0 

+ 45 

45 

30 

— 40,5 

+ 13,2 

2 

2005* 

54  Hy<lnc 

5i 

217 

2 

30 

—24 

6 

0 

+ 3.6 

— 11,9 

1 

2006* 

5 Urwc  Minoriii 

4 

217 

15 

0 

+ 77 

3 

40 

— 154,8 

+ 47,9 

3 

2007 

5 Lihne 

6 

217 

15 

40 

— 14 

6 

40 

— 86,6 

— 49.5 

1 

200R 

55  Hydn? 

S 

217 

21 

45 

—24 

17 

50 

+ 16,4 

+ 18,2 

1 

2009 

108  Virgims 

6 

217 

26 

0 

+ 2 

2 

3.5 

+ 29,9 

4 

2010 

56  Hydnr 

6 

217 

26 

0 

— 24 

45 

25 

+ 41,5 

- 2,5 

• 

2011 

34  Booii* 

6 

217 

26 

45 

+ 27 

51 

40 

+ 11,7 

+ 21,9 

2 

2012 

57  Hydrip 

1 

217 

28 

0 

—25 

18 

45 

— 17,1 

I 

2013* 

Bootis 

6 

217 

31 

20 

+ 38 

5 

10 

1 

2014 

109  Vir^ni* 

4 

217 

38 

30 

+ 3 

12 

35 

+ 39,1 

+ 54,2 

« 

2015 

35  Bootis 

0 

■«i 

217 

41 

30 

+ 18 

18 

0 

+ 18,7 

— 1,5 

3 

2016* 

36  Bootis 

( 

3 

217 

51 

0 

+ 28 

23 

55 

+ 43,6 

+ 20, .5 

5 

2on* 

Bootia 

6 

217 

54 

45 

+ 41 

46 

45 

2 

2018* 

Virginia 

6 

217 

55 

50 

+ 3 

20 

50 

1 

2019* 

6 LibrE 

5 

218 

2 

15 

-26 

38 

20 

+ 48,4 

— 5,0 

2 

2020 

7 Libra* 

5 

2)8 

7 

0 

— 12 

.50 

1.5 

— 60,5 

+ 29,5 

IS 

2021‘ 

Bootia 

6 

218 

17 

15 

+ 46 

30 

40 

1 

2022 

8 Libnc 

6 

218 

25 

0 

— 14 

40 

45 

— 44,2 

- 5,3 

22 

2023 

9 Librip 

a 

2 

318 

28 

10 

— 14 

43 

35 

— 66,7 

+ 0,4 

50 

2024* 

Bootit 

6 

218 

29 

— 

+ 43 

42 

0 

1 

2025* 

10  Librr 

6 

218 

38 

25 

-17 

2 

45 

— 3.0 

- 11,8 

I 
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STAR. 

M»(! 

Rkf;ht  Asmd*. 

DecliutkiD. 

Diflervncc  fmm  Bradlfv- 

No.  of 

1690. 

. 

1690. 

D, 

Ob*. 

2026 

11 

Libnc 

6 

o 

218 

t 

45 

H 

0 

O 

— 0 

59 

u 

25 

+ 

4".2 

+ 29*^0 

2 

2021 

12 

Libne 

6 

219 

6 

30 

—23 

20 

50 

+ 

7,4 

+ 13.4 

3 

2028* 

Bootis 

219 

13 

30 

+ 39 

6 

50 

2 

2029 

37 

Boolis 

£ 

4 

219 

16 

0 

+ 20 

24 

20 

+ 

42,6 

+ 14.7 

2 

2030* 

Bootis 

6 

219 

18 

40 

+ 29 

54 

20 

2 

2031 

13 

Librie 

£■ 

6 

219 

24 

45 

—10 

36 

35 

— 

24,8 

+ 19,0 

14 

2032 

38 

Bootis 

h 

6 

219 

34 

0 

+ 47 

25 

30 

- 

5,2 

+ 2.8 

5 

2033* 

Bool  is 

5 

219 

34 

20 

+ 38 

35 

5 

1 

2034 

39 

Bootis 

6 

219 

47 

30 

+ 50 

0 

40 

— 

19,6 

+ 17,8 

3 

2035 

14 

Lihru) 

6 

219 

52 

45 

-24 

9 

55 

1 

2036* 

Bootis 

7 

220 





+ 47 

52 

55 

1 

203'I* 

15 

Libnp 

6 

220 

1 

40 

— 10 

8 

25 

— 

80.5 

+ 413 

12 

2038 

59 

Hvdnc 

6 

220 

6 

0 

—26 

22 

55 

+ 

25,2 

+ 4,9 

1 

2039 

16 

Libne 

51 

220 

16 

0 

— 3 

3 

55 

— 

22,7 

+ 233 

3 

2040 

17 

Libra* 

7 

220 

23 

30 

- 9 

52 

45 

- 

i.i 

— 4,9 

5 

2041 

1 

Serpemis 

7 

220 

25 

45 

+ 1 

5 

40 

— 

5,7 

+ 50,6 

1 

2042 

18 

Libra 

6 

220 

32 

45 

- 9 

52 

35 

+ 

1,9 

+ 28,8 

9 

2043 

60 

Hydra 

61 

220 

56 

15 

— 26 

48 

0 

+ 

11.1 

— 1,6 

1 

2044* 

Bootis 

61 

221 

5 

20 

+ 42 

24 

35 

2 

2045 

19 

IJbra 

i 

41 

221 

8 

0 

- 7 

16 

15 

- 

56,9 

+ 41,9 

11 

mm* 

6 

Urra  Minoris 

7 

221 

10 

30 

+ 73 

15 

30 

+ 173 

1 

2047 

2 

Scrpcntis 

7 

221 

30 

0 

+ 1 

6 

10 

— 

13,7 

+ 393 

I 

2048* 

20 

Libra 

3 

221 

31 

0 

-24 

1 

45 

— 

29,8 

— 12,9 

10 

2049* 

Bootis 

6 

221 

31 

25 

+ 50 

53 

30 

1 

2050* 

110 

Virgiiiis 

•11 

221 

49 

20 

+ 3 

19 

35 

- 

12,9 

+ 39,1 

4 

2051* 

Bootis 

6 

221 

54 

15 

+ 40 

53 

40 

3 

2052 

40 

Bootis 

61 

221 

56 

0 

+ 40 

31 

40 

- 41,7 

3 

2053 

41 

Bootis 

so 

5 

222 

7 

30 

+ 26 

14 

55 

+ 

34,4 

+ 29,1 

3 

2054 

21 

libra 

y' 

5 

222 

22 

0 

-15 

2 

5 

— 

44,3 

+ 393 

14 

2055 

22 

Libra 

y' 

6 

222 

24 

45 

— 15 

15 

35 

- 

49,4 

+ 23,7 

6 

2056* 

Bootis 

6 

222 

29 

30 

+ 48 

30 

5 

2 

2057 

42 

Bootis 

3 

222 

35 

0 

+ 41 

37 

50 

— 

593 

+ 14,1 

4 

2058* 

Bootis 

6 

222 

43 

0 

+ 36 

26 

10 

2 

2059 

43 

Bootis 

<> 

5 

223 

47 

30 

+ 28 

10 

20 

— 

8,7 

+ 29,0 

3 

2060* 

Bootis 

51 

223 

4 

20 

+45 

52 

0 

2 
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8TAa. 

M«g. 

Ri>cht  AictfS*. 

1690. 

Declinaliuo. 

1690. 

Difference  frnio  Bratllt)’. 

No.  of 

M. 

D. 

Obs. 

e 

o 

u 

' 

20()l* 

7 

t'nue  Mia. 

e 

3 

223 

5 

gw 

+ 75 

24 

40 

-I96;i 

+ 40.4 

3 

2062* 

44 

DcxhU 

i 

5 

223 

22 

0 

+49 

52 

30 

+ 61,9 

+ 18,0 

3 

2063 

45 

Dootis 

c 

5 

223 

24 

0 

+ 26 

5 

35 

+ 104.6 

+ 20,5 

3 

2064* 

24 

Libra: 

i' 

5 

223 

40 

30 

— IB 

35 

15 

— 54,7 

+ 3,1 

15 

2065* 

Librvc 

7 

223 

41 

30 

-n 

54 

15 

I 

206G 

46 

Bootis 

b 

6 

223 

45 

0 

+ 27 

30 

25 

+ 22,9 

+ 24,7 

1 

2067* 

47 

Bootis 

k 

6 

223 

48 

30 

+ 49 

21 

50 

— 55,8 

4 

2068* 

23 

Lihric 

7 

223 

52 

20 

—24 

6 

35 

I 

2069 

1 

Lupi 

5 

22.3 

55 

0 

—30 

19 

25 

+ 93,9 

— 1.4 

1 

2070* 

25 

libra: 

1* 

6 

223 

57 

10 

-18 

27 

0 

— 55,6 

D 

2071 

26 

Libras 

224 

18 

to 

— 16 

34 

0 

— 48,7 

— 43,3 

H 

2072* 

Boutia 

224 

30 

50 

+:« 

16 

25 

II 

2073* 

Bootis 

224 

30 

— 

+ 30 

25 

40 

II 

2074* 

2 

Lupi 

s 

4i 

224 

45 

0 

—28 

56 

25 

+ 90,5 

+ 4.7 

2075 

3 

$«r|)entis 

61 

224 

57 

20 

+ 6 

6 

25 

— 11,5 

+ 47,4 

B 

2076 

4 

Serpenlia 

225 

1 

D 

+ 1 

32 

15 

— 0,8 

+ 42,7 

B 

2077* 

8 

Ursa;  Miiiurta 

225 

2 

0 

+ 76 

7 

40 

I 

2078 

27 

Libr*: 

225 

G 

30 

— 8 

12 

45 

— 44,7 

+ 15,8 

39 

2079* 

9 

Urcie  lilinoria 

D 

225 

9 

0 

+ 72 

57 

45 

- . 

2 

2080 

48 

Bootia 

X 

225 

22 

30 

+ 30 

19 

50 

+ 28,8 

+ 323 

4 

2081» 

Lupi 

H 

225 

34 

15 

—35 

5 

0 

1 

2082 

49 

Bootia 

s 

II 

225 

46 

30 

+ 34 

29 

30 

— 73,8 

+ 3,8 

3 

2083 

28 

Libnr 

H 

225 

51 

40 

-16 

59 

20 

— 37,7 

— 393 

1 

2084* 

Lupi 

6 

225 

53 

0 

—35 

42 

0 

I 

2085 

5 

Scrpculis 

6 

225 

53 

0 

+ 2 

57 

25 

+ 41,0 

+ 9,4 

4 

2086 

29 

Libra* 

«• 

7 

225 

57 

40 

— 14 

24 

0 

— 63,2 

+ 6,7 

7 

2087* 

Bootis 

s 

226 

3 

30 

+ 21 

44 

30 

2 

2088 

6 

Scrpcuti* 

6 

226 

19 

30 

+ I 

51 

50 

- 3.1 

+ 25,7 

3 

2089* 

30 

Librs 

t* 

6 

226 

28 

30 

— 13 

58 

45 

— 71,1 

— 52,5 

2 

2090 

I 

Corotuc  Bor 

0 

6 

226 

50 

0 

+ 30 

46 

0 

— 10,6 

— I.T 

4 

2091 

31 

Libne 

C 

4 

226 

52 

30 

— 9 

10 

40 

— 36,8 

- 2.2 

8 

2092* 

7 

Serpeatis 

7 

226 

56 

45 

+ 13 

41 

40 

- 44,7 

+ 41,5 

1 

2093 

8 

Scrpcntis 

7 

226 

57 

0 

+ 0 

6 

20 

— 0,2 

+ 27,1 

2oai» 

10 

LTrsac  Minoria 

7 

226 

57 

0 

+ 75 

3 

50 

— » 

1^1 

2095 

50 

Boutia 

5 

227 

22 

30 

+ 34 

4 

0 

— 89,9 

+ 33 
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No. 

STAR 

M.g 

Ri^ht  Aacrat. 

Declinalioa. 

Difiarann  from  Braibtrjr. 

Na  of 

1590. 

1690. 

M. 

1>. 

Oba. 

2096 

2 

Corontt  Bor. 

5 

227 

35 

u 

30 

o 

-h31 

25 

u 

30 

+ 

48,'^ 

it 

+ 13,6 

4 

209T 

32 

Libric  s 

6 

227 

44 

0 

— 15 

36 

15 

— 

72,1 

+ 9,3 

8 

2098* 

9 

Serpentia  t* 

6 

227 

52 

30 

-H6 

32 

10 

- 

54,3 

+ 33,7 

1 

2099* 

33 

Libre  ? 

7 

228 

3 

15 

— 16 

20 

15 

- 

84,8 

+ 2,7 

1 

2100* 

SI 

Bootia  ^ 

4 

328 

13 

0 

+ 38 

28 

55 

— 

260,5 

+ 24,1 

' 

2101 

10 

Serpemia 

6 

22B 

15 

30 

-1-  2 

56 

15 

— 

15,4 

+ 43.6 

3 

2102* 

34 

Libra 

6 

228 

19 

15 

— 15 

30 

20 

- 

12,3 

- 19,1 

7 

2103 

3 

Curons  Bor-  /3 

4 

228 

45 

0 

+ 30 

11 

55 

+ 

36,1 

+ 10,5 

9 

2104* 

35 

libnc  C* 

6 

228 

53 

0 

— 15 

45 

50 

— 

43,2 

- 9.7 

9 

2105 

36 

Libnr 

6 

228 

59 

30 

-26 

57 

55 

— 

14,5 

- 1.3 

3 

2106 

11 

Serpentia 

6 

229 

13 

45 

— 0 

6 

45 

— 

7,6 

+ 35,8 

2 

2107* 

12 

Urra  Minoris 

7 

229 

IS 

— 

+ 72 

19 

40 

! 

2108* 

37 

Libra 

229 

19 

30 

— 8 

58 

10 

+ 

22,6 

- 9,7 

3 

2109 

11 

liras  Mmofia 

5 

329 

26 

0 

+ 72 

56 

10 

+ 44,.3 

2 

2110* 

Libra 

220 

26 

0 

— 8 

6 

40 

1 

2111* 

12 

Serpentia  t* 

7 

229 

29 

30 

+ 17 

7 

40 

— 

59,2 

+ 28,6 

2 

2112* 

12 

Drmconia  i 

3 

239 

29 

40 

+ 60 

2 

0 

- 

• 

+ 116,1 

2113 

38 

Libra  y 

3i 

229 

34 

30 

— 13 

43 

15 

- 

31,1 

— 0,3 

22 

2114’ 

39 

Libra 

4 

229 

35 

0 

-27 

4 

20 

— 

U.2 

+ 7,3 

3 

2115* 

40 

Libra 

4 

229 

55 

30 

—28 

43 

10 

— 

21,5 

— 0,4 

4 

211C 

52 

Bootia  >' 

6 

329 

56 

45 

+ 41 

54 

30 

+ 

23,8 

+ 2,5 

4 

21  n* 

Serpen  tis 

7 

229 

57 

20 

+ 18 

12 

20 

1 

2118 

13 

Serpentia  1 

3 

230 
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13 

45 
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5 

2447* 

57 

Serpcnlu 
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2 

0 

— 3 

37 

40 

+ 2.6 

— 5,0 

3 

2448* 

9 

Sagittarii 

7 

266 

13 

30 

—24 

18 

40 

— 10,2 

— 24,4 

2 

2449* 

66 

Ophiuchi 

■u 
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13 

30 

+ 4 

25 

25 

+ 27,0 

+ 5.7 

4 

2450* 

67 

Ophiuchi 

4 

266 

16 

45 

+ 2 

58 

45 

+ 14,7 

+ 25.0 

5 

2451 

91 

Uerculia 

i 

4 

266 

22 

30 
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19 

20 
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— 6,2 

3 

2452 

92 

Hcrculia 

i 

4 

266 

24 

0 

+ 29 

18 

50 

— 8,9 

5 

2453 

10 

Sagittani 

7 

3 

266 

28 

0 

—30 

22 

35 

+ 35,2 

— 14,9 

7 

2454* 

93 

Herculia 

5 

266 

30 

0 

+ 16 

47 

10 

+ 246,9 

+ 57.2 

1 

2455* 

68 

Ophhicbl 

4 

266 

30 

30 

+ 1 

20 

55 

+ 11.2 

+ 11.7 

3 

2456 

69 

Ophiuchi 

r 

5 

266 

32 

50 

— 8 

8 

30 

+ 27.3 

+ 12,6 

6 

2457 

94 

Herculia 

y 

5 

266 

38 

30 

+ 30 

14 

40 

+ 61,6 

+ 1,0 

4 

245 B* 

31 

Draconia 

■ •)>' 

41 

266 

58 

30 

+ 72 

17 

35 

—306,1 

— 39,8 

4 

2459* 

Oraconia 

7 

266 

59 

0 
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17 

55 

—307,7 

— 29,3 

1 

2460* 

95 
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4 
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2 

0 

+ 21 

38 

0 

+ 213,2 

— 6.8 

4 

24C1 

32 

Draconia 

£ 

3 

267 

5 

0 

+ 56 

56 

30 

— 118,1 

— 18,7 

3 

2462 

96 

Herculia 

5 

267 

13 

0 

+ 20 

52 

0 

+ 254,8 

- 4,6 

3 

2463* 

97 

Herculia 

5i 

267 

20 

30 

+ 22 

57 

40 

+ 178,7 

— 26,5 

I 

2464* 
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23 
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+ 51 

32 

50 
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2465* 
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4 
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26 
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38 
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+ 57,5 

— 51,6 
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2466* 
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Sagittarii 
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35 
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—23 

59 
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2467* 
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6 
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45 
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43 

45 

+ 44,9 
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35 

+ 9 

33 

15 

+ 22,1 
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2469 

98 
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S 
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11 
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13 
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+ 231,8 

+ 3.6 
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2470* 

] 
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13 
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—23 

42 

50 

— 38,6 
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2471* 

Sagittani 
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14 

40 

—19 

52 

0 
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2472* 

73 
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6 
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32 
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+ 3 

58 

45 
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2473* 

12 
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7 
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34 

15 

—23 

8 

10 

1 
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99 

Herculia 
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+ 30 

33 
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48 

20 

+ 20 
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268 

49 
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45 
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2480 

14 

Sagittarii 

7 
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56 

0 
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45 

0 
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+ 5,0 

1 
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Sagittarii 

s 
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20 
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39 

50 

+ 0,9 

— 20,6 

5 

2500 
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+ 2S.6 

— 12,1 
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43 

45 

—24 

12 
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- 39,6 
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2506 

25 

Sagittarii 
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56 

30 

—24 

Z3 
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— 49,7 

1 

2507 

61 
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e 
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274 
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— 1 
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— 47,1 
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274 

18 
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+ 49,6 
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Sagittarii 
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54 
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275 
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d 

5 
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276 
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40 
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38 
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4* 
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G 

Aquilm 

4 
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45 
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50 
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+ 
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30 
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G 
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— 20,3 

— 

21,1 

3 

2530 
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4J 
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16 

30 
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+ 
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18 
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35 
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1 

2532 

31 
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6 
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23 

30 

—22 

13 

55 

—111,7 

— 

28,1 

5 

2533 

4 

Lyrtt 

s 

5 
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30 

0 
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22 

25 

+ 75,8 

— 

63 

3 

2534 

5 
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6 
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30 

20 

4-39 

18 

50 
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2 

2535 

6 
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i 

5 
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30 
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40 
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- 
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5 
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+ 

16,8 

1 

2538 
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+ 
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r' 

5 
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0 

—23 

4 

45 
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— 
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21 

2540 

33 
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6 
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53 

0 

—21 

41 

40 
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+ 

13 

4 

2541 

34 
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c 

3f 
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0 

0 

—26 

37 

25 
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36 

2343 

35 
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.* 

5 
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6 

0 

—23 

0 
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— 25,4 

— 

9,7 
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2543 

46 

Draconit 

c 

5 
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11 

0 
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14 

25 
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+ 
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4 
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Sagittarii 

8 
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30 

50 
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»• 
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1 

2546* 

9 

Lyne 

6 

279 

35 

0 
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—21 

I 

5 

— 63,4 

+ 

8.7 
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54 
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+ 36 
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0 

+ 
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— 
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2 

2559 

10 
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6 
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8 

15 

+ 13 

31 

10 

+ 
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+ 

16,3 

2 

2560 

11 
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6 

281 

13 

45 

+ 13 

14 

25 

— 
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+ 

1.0 

2 
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13 

Aquilac 

5 

281 

11 

0 

— 6 

8 

5 

— 

8,8 

0,0 

1 

2562 

13 
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S 

34 
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23 
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+ 14 

40 

45 

+ 
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+ 
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6 
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13 
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6 
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21 

30 
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21 
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—21 

56 
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2 

2565 

39 

Sagittarii 

0 
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6 
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30 

— 
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41 
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0 

4 
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39 

0 

+ 59 

1 

20 

+ 

18,9 

— 

2,5 

4 

2568 

14 
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r 

3 
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50 

0 

+ 32 

11 

50 

+ 

23,2 

— 

16,3 

5 

2569 

40 

Sagittarii 

r 

4 
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52 

30 

—28 

4 

15 

+ 

48,5 

— 

33,2 

19 

i 2570 

15 
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A 

6 
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5 

10 

+31 

44 

5 

— 
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+ 
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5 
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13 
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h 
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21 

15 
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16 
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— 
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— 
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98 
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48 
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6 
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52 
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1 

2511* 
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+ 13 

45 
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1 
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G 
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1 

2580* 

Lync 

6 

283 

11 

35 

+ 31 

11 

55 

1 
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+ 

50,3 

— 

9.5 

2 

2582 
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40 

- 
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44 
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2 

2731* 

15  SagitUc 

6 

297 

32 

10 

+ 16 

15 

30 

+ 10,8 

— 23,2 

1 

2732 

16  SagitUc 

6 

297 

50 

50 

+ 19 

7 

50 

+ 26,1 

+ 9,9 

2 

2733* 

64  AquiUe 

6 

298 

0 

0 

— 1 

32 

20 

— 15,5 

+ 8.0 

3 

2734* 

26  Cygni 

e 

6 

298 

8 

30 

+ 49 

16 

5 

+ 18,1 

- 26,4 

1 

2735 

17  Vulpocube 

41 

298 

23 

0 

+ 22 

45 

0 

+ 40,6 

— 2.0 

2 

2736* 

1 Capricorni 

r 

6 

298 

41 

30 

— 13 

16 

15 

— 12,2 

- 17,4 

3 

2737 

27  Cj-gni 

i' 

5 

298 

42 

0 

+35 

9 

0 

+ 38,8 

— 56,7 

1 

2738 

2 Capricorai 

r 

6 

298 

47 

45 

— 13 

29 

5 

— 40,6 

— 25,3 

9 

2739 

65  Aquila: 

s 

3 

298 

49 

20 

_ i 

42 

35 

+ 6,6 

— 12,5 

41 

2740 

17  Stgitta 

i 

6 

299 

3 

45 

+ 20 

1 

0 

+ 22,8 

+ 28,1 

I 

2741 

66  Aquil« 

51 

299 

18 

0 

— 1 

54 

25 

+ 6,1 

+ 8,9 

8 

2742 

16  Vulpeculc 

H 

299 

23 

30 

+ 26 

0 

40 

+ 60,2 

+ 6.8 

3 

2743 

28  Cygni 

b' 

5 

299 

26 

30 

+35 

57 

20 

+ 145,4 

— 18,2 

2 

2744 

64  Draconta 

e 

51 

299 

36 

0 

+ 63 

57 

50 

-274,7 

— 14,0 

3 

2745 

19  Vulpccube 

6 

299 

42 

0 

+ 25 

54 

40 

+ 47,8 

+ 2.8 

3 

2746 

20  Vulpeculac 

51 

299 

44 

30 

+ 25 

34 

50 

+ 52,4 

+ 0,2 

3 

2747* 

65  Draconia 

7 

299 

45 

30 

+ 63 

45 

50 

—206,3 

+ 14,2 

2 

2748 

3 Capricorn} 

6 

299 

48 

30 

— 13 

14 

55 

— 46,8 

— 5,8 

3 

2749 

4 Capricorni 

6 

299 

56 

45 

—22 

43 

40 

— 25,9 

— 0,3 

2 

2750 

67  Aquils 

P 

5 

299 

58 

50 

+ 14 

16 

40 

+ 15,4 

+ 21,3 

1 

2751 

5 Capricorni 

a' 

4 

300 

7 

0 

— 13 

25 

35 

— 30,6 

- 12,4 

55 

2752 

66  Draconia 

6 

300 

11 

30 

+61 

6 

30 

-177,0 

— 1.9 

2 

2753 

6 Capricorni 

a* 

3 

300 

12 

45 

-13 

27 

55 

— 23,5 

— 14,2 

60 

2754 

21  VulpeciiUc 

51 

300 

21 

10 

+27 

47 

10 

+ 97,4 

— 17.3 

2 

2755 

67  Draconia 

P 

5 

300 

21 

30 

+ 66 

59 

40 

— 154,3 

— 3,0 

7 

2756‘ 

7 Capricorni 

ff 

6 

300 

22 

30 

—20 

2 

45 

— 42,3 

— 10,3 

15 

2757 

22  VulpecuUc 

5 

300 

31 

10 

+ 22 

35 

20 

+ 46,0 

+ 2.1 

1 

2758* 

VulpecuUe 

5 

300 

32 

— 

+ 24 

40 

15 

1 

2759 

18  Sagituc 

6 

300 

40 

45 

+ 20 

40 

15 

+ 1,8 

+ 18.6 

1 

2760 

29  Cygni 

b’ 

6 

300 

42 

0 

+ 35 

53 

10 

+ 132,8 

- 17,9 

2 

3R 
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No. 

STAR, 

Ri^bt  Atcvfu. 

1690. 

Decliaatitio. 

1690. 

Oiffirncnce  f 
M. 

i>cn  BrAiitu)'. 
1>. 

No.  of 
OU. 

! 

o 

u 

ii 

2761 

23 

VulpecuUc 

■•J 

300 

42 

45 

+ 26 

53 

40 

+ 73,8 

16,8 

2 

2762* 

Caphounii 

8 

300 

50 

30 

— 15 

43 

20 

— 39,7 

— 

20,0 

2 

2763 

8 

Capricomi 

V 

6 

300 

52 

0 

— 13 

41 

40 

— 29.0 

— 

14,5 

3 

2764 

21 

Vulpeculff 

5 

300 

52 

15 

+ 23 

44 

45 

+ 42,6 

— 

8,1 

1 

2765* 

30 

Cygni 

o' 

44 

300 

52 

30 

+ 45 

54 

to 

+ 543 

15,5 

3 

2766 

9 

Capncomi 

3 

3 

300 

54 

0 

-15 

43 

15 

— 38,8 

- 

13,6 

60 

2767 

31 

Cygni 

c“ 

5 

300 

57 

0 

+ 45 

49 

40 

+ 69.2 

— 

25,2 

3 

2768 

32 

Cygni 

54 

301 

27 

30 

+ 46 

47 

10 

+ 54,7 

— 

15,5 

2 

2765C 

33 

Cygni 

5 

301 

32 

— 

+ 55 

38 

40 

— 

5,6 

1 

2770* 

34 

Cygni 

6 

301 

34 

30 

+ 37 

6 

0 

+ 68,2 

— 

27,7 

' 

2771* 

68 

Draconia 

6 

301 

37 

0 

+61 

8 

55 

— 13.1 

+ 

13,9 

2 

2772* 

35 

Cygni 

6 

301 

39 

30 

+34 

2 

20 

+ 111,4 

- 

5,1 

2 

277:i* 

36 

Cygni 

6 

301 

42 

0 

+36 

3 

10 

+ 67,1 

+ 

12,7 

I 

2774* 

69 

Uracoms 

6 

301 

44 

30 

+ 75 

35 

50 

+ 596.5 

+ 

3,7 

1 

2775* 

.AquiUe 

301 

53 

— 

+ 4 

22 

55 

• 

2776 

25 

Vulpcculic 

6 

:i02 

10 

30 

+ 23 

29 

10 

+ 37,8 

— 

6,1 

1 

277T 

lU 

(’apricomt 

ir 

302 

23 

30 

— 19 

11 

15 

— 36,4 

17,2 

29 

2778' 

37 

Cygni 

y 

3 

302 

45 

13 

+ 39 

17 

20 

+ 92,1 

— 

8.2 

10 

2779 

11 

Caphcoroi 

6 

302 

47 

30 

— 18 

47 

43 

— .3.3,9 

— 

25.6 

31 

2780- 

Caprieomi 

8 

302 

49 

15 

—18 

50 

40 

+ 20,5 

3781* 

39 

Cygni 

6 

302 

50 

30 

+ 31 

12 

50 

+ 119,6 

+ 

0,6 

I 

2782* 

12 

Capri  eonii 

6 

303 

1 

40 

-19 

34 

5 

— 28,9 

— 

24,5 

8 

2783* 

68 

AquiUc 

6 

303 

2 

0 

— 4 

21 

0 

+ 22.7 

+ 

2,7 

2 

2784* 

69 

Aquilec 

5 

303 

21 

15 

— 3 

53 

5 

+ 11.4 

+ 

1.5 

2 

2785 

71 

Draconia 

6 

:i03 

35 

0 

+61 

17 

10 

+ 38,1 

— 

5.8 

2 

2786’ 

Caprieomi 

6 

303 

50 

— 10 

53 

15 

1 

2787 

1 

Deipliini 

6 

303 

51 

30 

+ 9 

53 

5 

+ 22,1 

+ 

10,3 

! 

2788 

40 

Cygni 

0 

304 

0 

30 

+ 37 

27 

0 

+ 58,7 

— 

27,4 

1 

2780* 

41 

Cygni 

4 

304 

10 

0 

+ 29 

21 

40 

+ 70,4 

— 

6,8 

4 

2790* 

Cepbei 

304 

21 

15 

+76 

52 

— 

1 

2791 

42 

Cygni 

6 

304 

22 

0 

+35 

26 

50 

+ 58.6 

- 

14,0 

1 

2792* 

43 

Cygni 

(0* 

5 

304 

23 

3U 

+ 48 

22 

50 

+ 9,5 

— 

18,5 

2 

2793' 

72 

Uracoma 

6 

304 

23 

50 

+ 61 

17 

0 

1 

2794* 

I 

Cephei 

H 

5 

304 

30 

0 

+ 76 

45 

25 

+ 403,6 

+ 

3.6 

C 

2796 

2 

Delphini 

t 

3 

304 

35 

20 

+ 10 

16 

40 

+ 44,0 

+ 

4,5 

7 
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STAR. 

Mug. 

Ancena. 

1690. 

DccUnalidO. 

1690. 

DifTcmtc*  fixim  BradJay. 

No.  ci 
Otia. 

VR. 

D. 

i 

4t 

u 

// 

2796 

44 

6 

304 

47 

30 

+ 35 

55 

5 

+ 

56,4 

13,1 

1 

2797 

3 Dclphiui 

7 

6 

304 

48 

45 

+ 11 

69 

25 

+ 

40,3 

+ 

14,5 

5 

2798’ 

13  Capricorn! 

r‘ 

6 

304 

59 

30 

-16 

10 

35 

- 

34,6 

- 

42.4 

1 

2799 

45  Cygni 

w' 

5 

305 

6 

30 

+ 47 

56 

0 

+ 

29,8 

- 

18,1 

2 

2800* 

70  Aqiiilfc 

5 

305 

7 

45 

— 3 

35 

40 

+ 

41,7 

+ 

6,3 

2 

2801 

4 Delphini 

t 

5 

305 

12 

30 

+ 13 

37 

35 

- 

9^ 

+ 

26,6 

1 

2802* 

46  Cygni 

w’ 

5 

305 

26 

M) 

+ 48 

11 

40 

- 

11,8 

- 

6,9 

2 

2803* 

47  Cygni 

6 

305 

27 

30 

+ 34 

12 

45 

+ 

27,5 

+ 

3,0 

4 

2904 

14  Caprieorai 

T* 

6 

305 

28 

40 

— 15 

59 

55 

— 

16,9 

- 

34,0 

11 

2805* 

71  Aquil« 

4 

305 

34 

45 

— 2 

9 

35 

— 

3,1 

+ 

8,7 

3 

2806 

IS  Capricomi 

b 

6 

305 

35 

40 

-19 

n 

15 

- 

25,6 

— 

31,8 

11 

2807 

26  VulpecuUe 

6 

305 

42 

30 

+ 24 

50 

0 

+ 

2!t,2 

0.9 

1 

2808 

5 Delphini 

t 

6 

305 

44 

30 

+ 10 

19 

20 

+ 

20,8 

+ 

113 

1 

2809 

6 Delphini 

3 

305 

45 

0 

+ 13 

33 

25 

+ 

23,4 

- 

43,7 

U 

2810* 

Capricomi 

6 

305 

46 

- 

-17 

11 

20 

1 

2811 

1 Aquarii 

6 

305 

53 

0 

— 0 

34 

35 

- 

17,7 

+ 

15,0 

2 

2812 

27  Vulpeculie 

5 

305 

57 

30 

+25 

24 

30 

+ 

29,2 

+ 

1,1 

1 

2813 

2 Cephei 

5 

306 

0 

30 

+61 

58 

0 

+ 252,4 

— 

16,5 

6 

2814 

7 Delphini 

X 

6 

306 

0 

30 

+ 9 

1 

20 

+ 

53,6 

+ 

7,9 

1 

2815 

8 Delphini 

9 

6 

306 

1 

0 

+ 12 

15 

5 

+ 

35,8 

+ 

153 

2 

2816* 

29  VulpecuUc 

5 

306 

10 

— 

+ 20 

8 

20 

+ 

53 

1 

2817 

48  Cygni 

6 

306 

13 

0 

+ 30 

30 

35 

+ 

79,1 

1 

2818* 

Cygni 

306 

14 

+ 30 

27 

45 

1 

2819 

28  Vulpeculie 

6 

306 

16 

15 

+ 23 

3 

30 

— 

37,5 

— 

13,9 

2 

2820* 

9 Delphini 

a 

3 

306 

18 

0 

+ 14 

50 

30 

+ 

39,9 

+ 

16,2 

8 

2821 

10  Delphini 

6 

306 

41 

15 

+ 13 

30 

25 

+ 

1.0 

+ 

3,6 

1 

2822 

16  Capricomi 

5 

306 

54 

40 

—26 

20 

20 

+ 

13,6 

— 

47.1 

3 

2823 

17  Capricomi 

6 

307 

2 

10 

-22 

36 

20 

- 

15,7 

— 

3,0 

4 

2824 

49  Cygni 

6 

307 

6 

0 

+ 31 

13 

35 

+ 

99,9 

+ 

83 

1 

2825 

11  Delphini 

t 

3J 

307 

14 

15 

+ 13 

59 

5 

+ 

35,1 

+ 

17,6 

12 

2826* 

50  Cygni 

a 

2 

307 

40 

30 

+44 

12 

0 

+ 162,3 

— 

25,7 

5 

2827* 

Capricomi 

6 

307 

42 

15 

-19 

17 

35 

1 

2828 

2 Aquarii 

9 

4} 

307 

43 

0 

-10 

36 

5 

— 

4,4 

+ 

6,6 

17 

2829 

3 Aquarii 

s 

307 

50 

10 

— 6 

7 

55 

+ 

9,4 

- 

1|1 

2 

2830 

30  VulpecuUe 

6 

307 

51 

0 

+ 24 

11 

15 

+ 65,2 

— 

133 

30 

3 R 3 
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No. 

mR. 

Right  Aiotu. 

Dieclittatiua. 

Di&noce  from  Bnullvjr. 

No.  of 

M«g. 

1690. 

1690. 

M. 

a 

Oba. 

2831 

12 

Delphini 

y 

3 

0 

308 

t 

3 

II 

30 

0 

+ 15 

« 

1 

II 

45 

+ 42“^ 

n 

+ 5,7 

13 

2832 

13 

Delphini 

5 

308 

6 

0 

+ 4 

53 

55 

+ 38,9 

— 2,6 

1 

2833 

51 

Cygni 

6 

308 

10 

0 

+ 49 

15 

10 

— 10,7 

— 27,2 

1 

2834* 

52 

Cygni 

6 

308 

U 

40 

+ 29 

36 

40 

+ 92,6 

+ 3,1 

I 

2835 

16 

C*pricomi 

ta 

6 

308 

17 

30 

—28 

2 

5 

+ 59,1 

— 30,0 

3 

2836 

53 

Cygni 

1 

3 

308 

24 

0 

+ 32 

50 

10 

+ 1CM,9 

+ 9,2 

2 

2831 

14 

Delphini 

6 

308 

38 

15 

+ 6 

44 

5 

+ 49,5 

+ 22,4 

1 

2838* 

15 

Delphini 

6 

308 

43 

— 

+ 11 

24 

50 

+ 1.1 

1 

2839 

4 

Aquahi 

8 

308 

44 

;io 

— 6 

45 

20 

+ 9,4 

+ 4,2 

1 

2840 

54 

Cygni 

A 

4 

308 

49 

0 

+35 

22 

40 

+ 82.2 

— 18,9 

1 

2841 

73 

Dncooif 

5i 

308 

49 

0 

+ 13 

52 

30 

- 56,2 

+ 34,8 

3 

2842* 

5 

Aquarii 

6 

308 

55 

0 

— 6 

38 

25 

+ 53,8 

+ 4,4 

2 

2843 

6 

Aquarii 

308 

58 

40 

—10 

7 

5 

- 8,3 

+ 8,9 

11 

2844* 

Capricomi 

309 

16 

— 

-19 

55 

45 

1 

2845 

19 

Capricomi 

64 

309 

19 

0 

-19 

3 

45 

- 45,2 

— 13,4 

8 

2846* 

Ccphci 

6 

309 

19 

5 

+ 56 

29 

40 

1 

2847 

55 

Cygni 

6 

309 

34 

30 

+ 44 

59 

5 

+ 82,0 

— 5.2 

1 

2848* 

3 

Ccphei 

15 

4 

309 

39 

0 

+ 60 

38 

55 

+ 301,2 

+ 40,3 

5 

2849* 

4 

Ccphei 

6 

309 

41 

30 

+ 65 

32 

30 

+ 380,2 

— 8,6 

2 

28  50* 

31 

Vulpcculee 

6 

:K)9 

42 

0 

+ 25 

57 

30 

+ 64,6 

+ 6,5 

I 

2851 

56 

Cygni 

6 

309 

45 

20 

+ 42 

55 

5 

+ 69,9 

— 13,0 

1 

2852 

7 

Aquarii 

6 

310 

1 

15 

—10 

51 

5 

+ 23,2 

- 14,1 

3 

2853 

16 

Delphini 

6 

310 

11 

0 

+ 11 

24 

20 

+ 108,5 

+ 19,5 

1 

2854 

17 

Delphini 

6 

310 

11 

0 

+ 12 

33 

40 

+ 144,3 

+ 13,4 

1 

2855* 

32 

V'ulpeculic 

5 

310 

19 

30 

+ 26 

54 

25 

+ 58,6 

— 15,8 

1 

2856 

20 

Capricomi 

64 

310 

29 

40 

—20 

12 

5 

— 51,0 

- 11,8 

4 

2857 

1 

Pisda  Auat. 

5 

310 

31 

20 

—33 

25 

30 

+ 68,8 

— 31,6 

1 

2858 

57 

Cygni 

6 

310 

33 

50 

+43 

14 

25 

+ 42,7 

— 25,1 

I 

2859 

B 

Aquarii 

64 

310 

42 

45 

— 14 

13 

35 

— n.6 

+ 1,6 

1 

2860 

1 

Equulei 

5 

310 

50 

30 

+ 3 

7 

30 

+ 180,5 

+ 11,9 

2 

2861“ 

21 

Capricomi 

6 

310 

51 

0 

— IS 

42 

16 

— 41,4 

— 15,3 

4 

2862 

16 

Delphini 

6 

310 

51 

15 

+ 9 

40 

35 

+ 15,7 

— 20.9 

1 

2863 

9 

Aquarii 

6 

3II 

0 

10 

— 14 

42 

30 

— 5,4 

- 10,5 

1 

2864 

10 

Aquarii 

6 

311 

1 

IS 

— 6 

39 

30 

+ 41,6 

+ 8,0 

1 

2865 

11 

Aquarii 

6 

311 

2 

40 

— 5 

53 

35 

+ 34,9 

— 26.6 

1 
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Right  Aaeeoi. 

Dectinfttioa. 

Diflbmice  frum  Bradley. 

Nt>. 

No. 

STAR 

1690. 

1690. 

M. 

a 

Obt. 

3S66 

33 

Vulpcculie 

6 

D 

311 

5 

u 

45 

O 

+ 21 

9 

u 

0 

+ 

34^ 

// 

+ 6,7 

1 

2861‘ 

Aquarii 

311 

13 

20 

+ 6 

19 

5 

1 

3868 

58 

Cygni 

4 

311 

23 

30 

+ 40 

0 

0 

+ 

65.9 

— 24,2 

3 

38i>9 

74 

Draconis 

6 

311 

24 

0 

+ 79 

58 

0 

— 

74,9 

+ 42,0 

2 

3870 

75 

DrmcoQis 

6 

311 

29 

0 

+ 80 

19 

10 

_ 

277,6 

+ 28,3 

2 

3871 

32 

Capricomi 

5 

311 

41 

30 

-21 

2 

50 

- 

66,3 

— 3,8 

20 

3873 

3 

Equulei 

6 

311 

43 

15 

+ 5 

59 

5 

+ 

33,7 

+ 15,5 

1 

2873* 

3 

Fiida  Auat 

6 

311 

49 

20 

-33 

32 

40 

+ 

47,0 

— 5,0 

I 

2S74 

12 

Aquarii 

6 

311 

54 

40 

— 7 

0 

55 

+ 

4,7 

— 21,6 

1 

2875 

23 

Capricorni 

9 

5 

312 

7 

50 

— 18 

25 

50 

— 

48,4 

- 14,3 

29 

2876 

24 

Capricomi 

A 

6 

312 

13 

10 

-26 

12 

15 

+ 

30,0 

— 34,5 

5 

2877 

3 

Equulei 

6 

313 

16 

30 

+ 4 

17 

45 

+ 

28,1 

+ 12,5 

2 

2878 

59 

Cygni 

P 

H 

312 

18 

20 

+ 46 

20 

5 

+ 

77,6 

— 17,9 

1 

2879 

4 

Equulei 

6 

312 

30 

45 

+ 4 

45 

30 

+ 

20,9 

— 0,9 

2 

2880 

60 

Cygni 

6 

312 

34 

40 

+ 44 

57 

35 

+ 

66,4 

- 7,1 

2 

2881 

25 

Capricomi 

X 

0 

312 

41 

30 

—22 

24 

15 

- 

30,9 

— 19,2 

5 

2882» 

26 

Capricomi 

6 

312 

53 

40 

-21 

24 

35 

- 

39,1 

— 22,7 

2 

2883* 

37 

Capricomi 

6 

312 

57 

0 

—21 

45 

55 

- 

33,2 

— 25,1 

4 

2884 

13 

Aquarii 

» 

5 

313 

10 

10 

— 12 

35 

45 

- 

2,8 

- 7,3 

21 

2885 • 

61 

Cygni 

6 

313 

14 

30 

+ 37 

15 

35 

+ 

• 

+ • 

2886 

62 

Cygni 

£ 

4 

313 

24 

45 

+ 42 

43 

0 

+ 

27,1 

— 22,6 

2 

2887* 

3 

PiacU  Auft. 

5 

313 

42 

— 

—28 

50 

40 

— 33,7 

1 

2888 

5 

Equulei 

y 

4 

313 

48 

20 

+ 8 

54 

20 

+ 

40,2 

+ 5,7 

5 

2889 

6 

Equulei 

6 

313 

SO 

55 

+ 8 

48 

30 

+ 

57,4 

+ 10,3 

5 

2690 

63 

Cygni 

p 

6 

313 

58 

13 

+ 46 

25 

40 

+ 

59,7 

— 24.4 

1 

2891 

28 

Capricomi 

$ 

6 

314 

29 

40 

-21 

54 

10 

— 

51,0 

— 21,9 

7 

2892 

29 

Capricomi 

6 

314 

39 

0 

— 16 

25 

20 

- 

56,7 

- 29,5 

10 

2893 

4 

Piacia  Aust 

4i 

314 

44 

30 

—33 

25 

20 

+ 

54,4 

— 47,1 

2 

2894* 

7 

Equulei 

4 

4 

314 

49 

50 

+ 8 

47 

25 

+ 

55,0 

— 71,2 

6 

2895 

14 

Aquarii 

6 

314 

54 

30 

— 10 

28 

20 

— 

9,6 

— 13,9 

2 

2890 

64 

Cygni 

i 

3 

314 

55 

45 

+ 28 

58 

40 

+ 

47,2 

— 3,3 

1 

2897 

8 

Elquulei 

a 

4 

315 

4 

30 

+ 3 

59 

20 

+ 

20,0 

+ 6,3 

6 

2898 

30 

Capricomi 

6 

315 

8 

30 

-19 

15 

5 

— 

51,7 

— 11,1 

4 

2899 

31 

Capricomi 

7 

315 

13 

40 

— 18 

44 

5 

— 

49,1 

+ 3,5 

2 

2900 

15 

Aquarii 

6 

315 

28 

10 

— 5 

47 

5 

+ 

16,5 

— 33,1 

2 
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Riftbt  Ascent. 
1690. 


Dilfrrmice  from  BRidloy. 

No.  of 

1690. 

JfL 

D. 

Olw. 

C«pricorni 
65 

76  Draeonie 
16  Aquarii 
32  Capricanii 


2908  i 

' 9 Equutei 

2909  1 

i 

17  Aquarii 

2910 

33  Capiicorni 

34  Vulpeculft 
18  Aquarii 
10  Fqinilci 


19  Aqiumi 

20  Aquarii 

34  Capricorni 

21  Aquarii 

35  Capricorni 

5 Piacia  Aual. 
77  Dracunia 


.36  Capncomi 


6 Piacia  Auat. 
35  Vuipcculat 

2930 

2931  I 22  Aquarii 
2932* 

2933  37  Capricorni 

2934*  38  Capricorni 

2935  7 Piacia  Aual. 


.315 

.30 

10 

315 

.36 

0 

315 

38 

0 

316 

12 

0 

316 

U 

30 

316 

17 

0 

316 

IS 

20 

316 

25 

45 

316 

.34 

IS 

316 

38 

30 

316 

43 

0 

316 

45 

30 

316 

48 

to 

316 

52 

25 

316 

55 

15 

317 

10 

0 

317 

13 

45 

317 

16 

0 

317 

24 

30 

317 

34 

0 

317 

39 

30 

317 

43 

30 

317 

45 

to 

317 

58 

— 

318 

17 

0 

318 

20 

0 

318 

29 

30 

3ie 

40 

0 

.318 

48 

0 

318 

58 

45 

319 

21 

10 

319 

21 

45 

319 

29 

45 

— 17  26  50 
+ 36  44  45 
+ 81  20  30 


+ 53,4  + 13,8 

—212,0  + 17,3 


— 18  7 15  — 36,2  — 19.9  28 

+ 33  37  0 + 62,0  — 1,2  1 

+ 38  7 10  + 44.1  - 13,3  2 

+ 6 3 50  + 25,4  + 6,4  3 

— 10  36  35  — 0,2  — 15,8  3 

—22  8 15  — 50,1  — 20,8  3 

+ 42  40  5 + 57,0  1 

+ 22  34  30  1 

— 14  10  30  — 0,5  — >0.0  3 

+ 5 30  35  + 7,6  + 5,7  3 

+ 19  30  15  + 77,4  — 63  3 

-11  2 15  + 103  - 243  5 

— 4 42  0 + 10,4  - 8,2  1 

—23  43  5 — 25,6  — 24,2  11 

— 4 51  30  + 21,1  - 11,9  2 

—22  29  45  — 35,1  — 44,7  3 

—32  32  10  +142,6  1 

+ 76  51  10  +161,4  + 26,0  1 

+ 61  IT  40  +2443  — 81,0  3 

-23  7 5 - 27.1  - 38,1  6 

+ 18  4 — 1 

+ 63  34  30  + 208,9 

+35  21  10  + 18,6 

—35  15  50  + 19,4 

+ 26  16  4 5 + 59,6 

+35  47  40 

— 6 54  15  + 8,8 

+ 22  18  5 + 8,9 

—21  26  15  — 41,1 

—21  .35  35  — 43,4 

—34  23  20  + 88,6 
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Right  Atcaaa 

Uai'ltnaUon. 

Uiffitfeitce  frum  Bnudlry. 

No.  of 

STAR. 

1690 

1690. 

At. 

1). 

Oht. 

2936* 

11 

Cygni 

3 

6 

o 

319 

/ 

30 

t! 

0 

o 

4-45 

! 

12 

M 

10 

4" 

49,1 

u 

— 35,8 

1 

2931 

8 

PIscis  Aiut. 

^4 

319 

30 

30 

-21 

31 

0 

+ 

81,2 

— 34,6 

1 

2938 

39 

Capricorni 

s 

4 

319 

55 

30 

-20 

49 

25 

- 

40,8 

— 16,5 

13 

2939 

23 

Aqu&rii 

$ 

6 

320 

IS 

10 

— 9 

13 

5 

4- 

11,0 

— 6,4 

23 

2940 

1 

Cephei 

6 

320 

20 

30 

4-65 

28 

20 

4 300,0 

— 23,6 

2 

2941* 

Aquani 

320 

26 



— 1 

44 

35 

1 

2942 

12 

Cygni 

6 

320 

31 

0 

+ 31 

10 

•10 

+ 

86,0 

— 17,8 

1 

2943 

3 

Pcgui 

6 

320 

33 

0 

+ 5 

15 

0 

+ 

14,9 

— 4.6 

1 

2944 

13 

Cygni 

p 

4 

320 

35 

0 

+ 44 

14 

50 

+ 

23,9 

— 37,8 

1 

2945 

40 

Capricomi 

y 

4 

320 

43 

30 

— 18 

1 

45 

- 

.30,5 

— 29,3 

41 

2946 

4 

Pegaai 

6 

320 

44 

0 

+ 4 

23 

40 

+ 

72.6 

+ 1.5 

2 

2941 

5 

Pcgasi 

320 

48 

15 

+ 11 

56 

40 

+ 

53,4 

4-  2 0 

1 

2948 

24 

Aquarii 

6 

320 

54 

50 

— 1 

25 

0 

- 

94,1 

— 41.8 

1 

2949* 

25 

Aqoarii 

d 

6 

320 

51 

10 

+ 0 

52 

15 

— 

0,4 

4-  2,2 

3 

2950 

8 

Cephei 

a 

3 

321 

3 

0 

+ 69 

12 

25 

+ 259.4 

4-  0,9 

3 

2951 

41 

Capricomi 

6 

321 

4 

10 

-24 

31 

45 

+ 

5,3 

— 41.9 

2 

2952 

14 

Cygni 

6 

321 

1 

0 

+ 39 

2 

30 

4- 

88,6 

— 8,1 

1 

2953* 

Peg«»i 

6 

321 

1 

50 

+ 18 

33 

0 

1 

2954* 

42 

Capncumi 

fl 

321 

10 

10 

— 15 

24 

0 

- 

40,4 

— 39,1 

5 

2955 

43 

Capricomi 

X 

5 

321 

20 

0 

-20 

14 

55 

- 

34,5 

— 18,1 

5 

2956* 

44 

Capricomi 

6 

321 

32 

10 

—15 

41 

5 

35,7 

— 26,1 

4 

2957 

9 

Piscia  Auat, 

i 

4 

321 

34 

:jo 

—34 

23 

50 

+ 

52,4 

— 62,6 

2 

2958 

26 

Aquarii 

6 

321 

35 

30 

— 0 

6 

25 

— 

22,3 

+ 14,6 

2 

2959 

1 

Pegaai 

6 

321 

40 

45 

+ 4 

11 

20 

+ 

22,8 

+ 6,0 

1 

2960 

45 

Capricomi 

0 

321 

46 

10 

—16 

8 

5 

- 

31,1 

4 

2961 

15 

Cygni 

6 

322 

0 

0 

+ 41 

53 

25 

+ 

61,3 

— 21,4 

1 

2962* 

46 

Capricomi 

o' 

6 

322 

6 

40 

— 10 

28 

55 

— 

4,1 

— 3,0 

6 

2963 

8 

P^asi 

i 

3 

322 

13 

40 

+ 8 

28 

25 

+ 

45,8 

+ 1,3 

27 

2964 

16 

Cygni 

6 

322 

16 

0 

4-39 

25 

0 

+ 

68,8 

— 1.9 

I 

2965* 

9 

Opbci 

6 

322 

19 

0 

4-60 

42 

20 

4-299,0 

— 37.2 

1 

2906 

10 

Piacia  Auat. 

9 

4 

322 

20 

30 

-32 

n 

40 

+ 

49,9 

— 45,6 

2 

2967* 

47 

('apricorni 

c* 

6 

322 

25 

40 

-10 

40 

50 

- 

11,9 

— 4,8 

5 

2908* 

9 

Pegasi 

44 

322 

26 

45 

+ 15 

56 

50 

+ 

54,3 

+ 4,0 

3 

2969 

48 

Capricorn} 

5 

322 

21 

0 

— 12 

46 

5 

+ 

5,6 

— 12,9 

n 

2910 

11 

Cygni 

6 

322 

28 

0 

+ 39 

40 

45 

+ 

83,5 

+ 1,6 

1 
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DilTeTcnce  from  Bradley. 


Right  Ak«db. 

I>ediiuliocu 

1690. 

1690. 

49  Capricomi 

50  Capricorni 
18  Cygni 

2914  I 10  Pegaai 


2916‘ 

2911 
2918*  12  I’cgaai 

2919*  21  Arjuarii 

2980*  Capricorni 

2981  13  I’egaai 

2982  81  Cygni  i* 

2983  14  Pegaai 

2984’  10  Ceirhci  r 

2985  51  Capricorni  fe 

2986*  Aquarii 

2981  11  Cephei 

2988*  Aquarii 

2989  12  Cephei 

2990*  Pegaai 

2991  15  Pegaai 

2992  16  Pegaai 

2993  18  Draconia 

2994*  1 1 Piacia  Anat. 

2995  11  Pegaai 

2996  12  Piacia  Auat.  q 

2991*  13  Cephei  ft. 

2998*  18  Pegaai 

2999  28  Aquarii 

3000  29  Aquarii 

3001  19  Pegaai 

3002  20  Pegaai 

3003*  13  Piacia  Auat. 

3004*  Piacia  Auat 

30  Aquarii 


0 

u 

322 

29 

0 

322 

29 

10 

322 

34 

0 

322 

38 

45 

322 

39 

15 

322 

39 

20 

322 

4? 

0 

322 

52 

30 

322 

52 

30 

323 

13 

50 

323 

50 

0 

323 

51 

0 

324 

2 

0 

324 

5 

0 

324 

5 

30 

324 

5 

50 

324 

14 

30 

324 

15 

0 

324 

29 

30 

324 

36 

— 

324 

39 

45 

324 

44 

0 

324 

47 

0 

325 

24 

45 

325 

26 

35 

325 

42 

30 

326 

7 

326  8 45 

326 

18 

15 

326 

22 

0 

326 

25 

30 

326 

29 

0 

326 

35 

15 

326 

43 

— 

326 

46 

45 

+ 21  21  20 
+ 24  14  5 

+ 30  53  5 

+ 39  45  25 
+ 49  41  40 
+ 21  32  20 
+ 1 16  30 

8 

+ 15  51  45 

+ 41  53  45 

+ 28  44  40 
+ 59  42  20 

— 14  59  5 

— 11  59  50 
+ 69  53  10 

— 11  44  45 

+ 59  15  50 
+ 5 26  0 

+ 21  21  25 
+ 24  28  50 
+ 10  63  50 
—29  4 20 

+ 10  31  15 

—29  54  20 
+ 55  9 50 


+ 6 

41 

55 

+ 11 

39 

0 

—31 

22 

10 

—28 

19 

0 

+ 4.2 

— 16,8 
+ 16,2 

— 9,5 

— 15,2  31 


+ 9,5  1 


+ 10,0  1 

+ 11,5  3 

+ 23,0  2 


— 40,0  1 

+ 12,5  1 

— 93,4  1 


—161,3 


+ 2,5 
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D 

STAR. 

M«g 

Riglit  Aveens. 
1690- 

DeclioiUiotL 

1690. 

Diffeieace  from  Bratllej. 

No.  of 
Ob«. 

M. 

l>. 

a 

3006* 

31 

Aquftrii 

5 

326 

49 

u 

— 3 

37 

50 

— 4,8 

— 4,7 

8 

3007 

21 

Pega«i 

5 

327 

0 

30 

+ 9 

53 

40 

+ 76,5 

+ 49,5 

2 

3008 

32 

Aqiiarii 

6 

327 

12 

45 

— 2 

23 

5 

- 19,9 

— 6,1 

4 

30(« 

79 

Draconis 

7 

327 

16 

0 

+ 72 

14 

35 

— 124,9 

- 5,3 

1 

30t0 

33 

Aquarit 

i 

4 

327 

25 

10 

“15 

20 

55 

— 26,8 

— 18,1 

16 

3011 

34 

Aquarii 

a. 

3 

327 

28 

0 

— 1 

48 

20 

— 14,9 

— 2.4 

46 

3012 

22 

Pegasi 

V 

5 

327 

29 

45 

+ 3 

:i3 

20 

+ 56,8 

+ 33.2 

6 

3013* 

14 

PiaciB  Auat. 

p 

4i 

327 

31 

40 

—34 

27 

40 

+ 55,6 

- 64,9 

2 

3014* 

Aquarii 

327 

41 

20 

—11 

56 

35 

2 

3015* 

Aquarii 

327 

49 

25 

— n 

33 

55 

I 

3016 

14 

Cephei 

6 

327 

51 

0 

+ 56 

31 

4 

+ 281,0 

— 0,9 

1 

3017 

23 

Pegasi 

6 

327 

52 

0 

+ 27 

28 

30 

+ 102,2 

— 1.5 

1 

3018 

15 

Piacia  Au»t. 

Si 

327 

57 

0 

—34 

1 

50 

+ 79,6 

— 65,3 

2 

3019 

35 

Aquarii 

S| 

327 

59 

30 

-20 

0 

50 

— 44,0 

— 7,5 

3 

3020* 

Aquarii 

328 

0 

15 

— 14 

47 

30 

1 

3021 

24 

Pepiri 

1 

4 

328 

8 

20 

+ 23 

51 

0 

+ 73,9 

- 3,7 

7 

3022* 

36 

Aquarii 

7 

328 

15 

10 

— 9 

41 

30 

+ 82.9 

2 

3023* 

Aquarii 

7 

328 

16 

— 

— 9 

0 

25 

1 

3024 

25 

Pegaai 

fii 

323 

20 

15 

+ 20 

11 

50 

— 41,5 

+ 45.3 

1 

3025* 

15 

Cejihci 

6J 

328 

23 

0 

+ 58 

19 

40 

+ 262,7 

— 14,6 

1 

3026* 

37 

Aquarii 

e' 

6 

328 

29 

30 

—12 

19 

10 

— 7,3 

— 24,1 

3 

3027  • 

3ft 

Aquarii 

f' 

6 

328 

30 

30 

— 13 

3 

50 

— 23,7 

— 19,8 

26 

3028 

16 

Cq>hci 

54 

328 

34 

30 

+ 71 

42 

35 

+ 291,7 

- 6,7 

2 

3029 

26 

PegMi 

S 

4 

328 

37 

30 

+ 4 

41 

IS 

+ 68,3 

+ 14,7 

14 

3030* 

17 

Cephd 

1 

5 

328 

35 

30 

+ 63 

8 

0 

+ • 

— 13,0 

1 

3031* 

19 

Cephei 

328 

39 



+ 61 

37 

0 

1 

3032 

19 

Cephei 

6 

328 

51 

0 

+ 60 

47 

20 

+ 175,7 

- 17,1 

2 

3033 

20 

Cc'phei 

6 

328 

51 

30 

+61 

17 

40 

+ 179,9 

— 30,6 

I 

3034* 

27 

P^aai 

T* 

5 

328 

52 

30 

+ 31 

40 

25 

+ 27,7 

— 4,0 

2 

3035' 

39 

Aquarii 

7 

328 

55 

30 

— 15 

42 

5 

- 27,5 

- 0,1 

3 

3036 

28 

Pegaai 

64 

328 

57 

30 

+ 19 

28 

10 

+ 44.1 

+ 7,2 

1 

3037 

29 

Pq^i 

*• 

•»i 

329 

3 

15 

+ 31 

40 

40 

+ 44,4 

— 19,6 

5 

3038* 

16 

Piscia  Aust 

X 

■li 

329 

8 

40 

—29 

16 

30 

+ 54,4 

— 89,6 

2 

3039 

40 

Aquarii 

7i 

329 

11 

45 

—13 

23 

0 

+ 36,8 

— 81,7 

1 

3040 

41 

Aquarii 

6 

329 

16 

30 

—22 

35 

45 

+ ‘1,5 

— 6,4 

1 

3 S 
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No. 

' STAR. 

m*k- 

Right  Atcrat. 

1690. 

DaelinatioD. 

1690. 

IKStmice  from  Bndlcjr. 

No.  of 
Ob«. 

At 

D. 

t 

n 

ti 

3(MI 

21 

Ccphei 

i 

329 

58 

30 

+ 56 

41 

15 

+ 231^ 

— 

5,4 

3 

42 

Aqutrii 

6 

330 

2 

45 

— 14 

21 

15 

— 24*5 

- 

12,7 

12 

43 

Aqu&rti 

i 

4 

330 

6 

30 

— 9 

IS 

30 

+ 15,1 

- 

0,6 

23 

3044* 

Lacerta; 

5 

330 

1 

40 

+ 38 

11 

50 

1 

3045 

22 

Cephei 

X 

6 

330 

11 

30 

+ 51 

54 

10 

+ 239,9 

— 

11,9 

1 

3046 

44 

Aquarii 

6 

330 

13 

10 

- 6 

54 

35 

+ 20,5 

— 

26,0 

3 

3047 

45 

Aquaria 

6 

330 

35 

30 

— 14 

49 

0 

— 31,8 

- 

18,4 

3 

3048 

1 

Lacertte 

5 

330 

36 

15 

+ 36 

13 

20 

+ 92,6 

— 

8.4 

3 

3049 

23 

Cephei 

1 

4 

330 

61 

0 

+ 55 

30 

50 

+ 313,5 

- 

1,6 

3 

3050 

24 

Cephci 

5i 

330 

52 

30 

+ 10 

49 

15 

+ 230,2 

+ 

I.l 

3 

3051 

46 

Aquarii 

f 

H 

330 

51 

40 

— 9 

21 

25 

+ 12,1 

— 

9,1 

31 

3052 

80 

DraconU 

6 

331 

2 

0 

+ 10 

35 

10 

+ 

19,4 

1 

3053 

41 

Aquarii 

5i 

331 

1 

0 

—23 

1 

55 

— 10,4 

- 

9.1 

3 

3054 

30 

Pegari 

6 

331 

12 

15 

+ 4 

14 

45 

+ 37,5 

+ 

13,5 

3 

3055 

48 

Aquarii 

r 

3 

331 

24 

40 

— 2 

56 

5 

- 6,1 

+ 

9,4 

35 

3056 

49 

Aquarii 

1 5 

331 

32 

0 

-26 

11 

45 

+ 20,8 

— 

54,6 

1 

305T 

31 

Pegasi 

4i 

331 

33 

25 

+ 10 

39 

25 

+ 40,2 

+ 

12,3 

3 

3058 

32 

PegMi 

6 

331 

44 

50 

+ 26 

46 

55 

+ 63,0 

+ 

9,3 

3 

3059* 

Aquarii 

331 

49 

30 

— 8 

44 

10 

1 

3000* 

SO 

Aquarii 

6 

331 

51 

30 

— 15 

4 

so 

- 28,6 

— 

8.0 

3 

3061 

25 

Cephci 

1 

331 

58 

30 

+61 

15 

55 

+ 246,1 

— 

11,9 

1 

3062 

51 

Aquarii 

6 

331 

59 

0 

- 6 

23 

5 

+ 12,6 

— 

12,4 

1 

3063 

2 

Lacertft 

5 

332 

4 

0 

+ 44 

59 

45 

; + 28,3 

- 

24,2 

3 

3064 

33 

P^i 

6i 

332 

10 

45 

+ 19 

n 

35 

+ 13,2 

+ 

14.2 

1 

3065 

52 

Aquarii 

X 

5 

332 

21 

40 

— 0 

10 

45 

- 4,9 

+ 

1.4 

16 

3066 

53 

Aquarii 

6 

332 

25 

45 

-18 

11 

45 

— 5,9 

- 

19,0 

3 

3061 

54 

Aquarii 

6 

332 

33 

40 

— 12 

46 

20 

— 50.8 

— 

55,0 

1 

3068 

34 

Pegasi 

6 

332 

42 

0 

+ 2 

49 

35. 

+ 51,3 

+ 

13,5 

3 

3069 

3 

Laccrtae 

4i 

332 

52 

0 

+ 50 

41 

40 

— 14,6 

— 

32,2 

3 

3070 

4 

Lacertie 

5 

333 

1 

0 

+ 41 

55 

45 

— 30,3 

— 

39,8 

1 

3071 

35 

Peg»»i 

6 

333 

1 

40 

+ 3 

9 

15 

+ 56,1 

— 

1,6 

2 

3072 

55 

Aquarii 

i 

4 

333 

13 

0 

— 1 

35 

30 

+ 1.3 

+ 

8,1 

39 

3073* 

Piscia  Aust 

4i 

333 

24 

— 

-21 

38 

10 

1 

3074 

36 

Pegaai 

6i 

333 

24 

20 

+ 1 

34 

0 

+ 41,6 

— 

18,4 

3 

3015* 

56 

Aquarii 

6 

333 

25 

0 

—16 

9 

0 

— 35,1 

— 

16,1 

3 
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No. 

STAR. 

Ri^ht  Aaccai. 

1690. 

OceUaotioD. 

1690. 

I>ifl^i>c«  from  BraJk)  . 

No.  of 
Obt. 

M 

D. 

t 

u 

u 

3076* 

n 

PUcii  Aa»t. 

3 

3 

333 

25 

15 

—33 

53 

20 

+ 72,9 

— 103,4 

I 

3077 

57 

Aquftrii 

<r 

5 

333 

33 

15 

— 12 

14 

5 

- 11,4 

— 56,3 

31 

3078 

37 

Pcgui 

6 

333 

33 

55 

+ 2 

52 

15 

+ 29,5 

— 2,4 

2 

3079 

58 

Aqnarii 

6 

333 

48 

30 

-12 

28 

25 

— 10,4 

— 18,0 

8 

3090 

38 

Pe^si 

6 

333 

57 

15 

+ 30 

59 

50 

+ 84.8 

+ 8,0 

1 

3081 

5 

Lacertao 

44 

334 

10 

40 

+ 46 

8 

25 

— 12,7 

— 26,5 

1 

3082 

26 

Ccphei 

6 

3^ 

13 

15 

+ 63 

34 

0 

+ 274,0 

— 19,1 

I 

3083 

6 

Laccrttt 

5 

334 

16 

10 

+ 41 

33 

0 

+ 101,1 

— lO.B 

2 

3084 

27 

Cephei 

i 

4i 

334 

22 

30 

+ 56 

51 

0 

+ 226,4 

— 36,0 

2 

3085* 

39 

Pegasi 

64 

334 

24 

0 

+ 18 

39 

5 

+ 52,4 

— 12,3 

1 

3086 

59 

Aquarii 

5 

334 

25 

30 

-22 

16 

20 

— 15.2 

— 35,9 

2 

3087 

60 

Aquarit 

6 

334 

31 

0 

— 3 

9 

30 

— 6.4 

+ 10,0 

3 

3088 

7 

Lacerla; 

4 

334 

39 

30 

+ 48 

42 

30 

- 7,4 

— 23,4 

2 

3080 

61 

Aquarii 

G 

334 

47 

30 

— 19 

2 

25 

— 92,7 

— 18,0 

2 

3090 

62 

Aquarii 

4 

334 

51 

30 

_ 1 

42 

10 

- 7,9 

+ 5,7 

21 

3091* 

Aquarii 

5 

334 

55 

15 

—25 

33 

40 

1 

3092 

63 

Aquarii 

X 

5 

335 

25 

10 

— 5 

48 

45 

- 0,7 

— 7,6 

10 

3093 

8 

Laceiuc 

6 

335 

32 

0 

+ 38 

2 

35 

+ 21,8 

— 0,8 

2 

3094* 

64 

Aquarii 

6 

335 

43 

40 

-11 

37 

10 

+ 2,3 

— 22,5 

1 

3095 

18 

Piacii  Auit. 

4 

34 

335 

50 

10 

-28 

38 

0 

+ 67,0 

— 39,3 

2 

3006 

40 

Pegaai 

6 

335 

58 

0 

+ 17 

56 

0 

+ 36,7 

— 133 

1 

3097* 

28 

Cephei 

6 

335 

58 

— 

+ 77 

12 

10 

+ 15,2 

1 

3098 

9 

LacerUe 

6 

336 

9 

10 

+49 

58 

0 

+ 96,9 

— 45,3 

1 

3099 

41 

Pcgaai 

64 

336 

11 

30 

+ 18 

4 

55 

+ 30,7 

— 7.4 

1 

3100 

19 

Piacis  Autt. 

5 

336 

14 

15 

—30 

57 

10 

+ 67,7 

1 

3101 

10 

Lacerue 

6 

336 

20 

30 

+ 37 

27 

15 

+ 54,4 

— 19,0 

1 

3102 

42 

PegMi 

f 

3 

336 

29 

10 

+ 9 

13 

50 

+ 73,9 

— 15,8 

12 

3103* 

Pcgaai 

7 

336 

38 

55 

+ 12 

54 

30 

1 

3104* 

29 

Cephei 

f 

6 

336 

41 

0 

+ 77 

13 

45 

— 23,3 

+ 22,6 

1 

3105* 

65 

Aquaiii 

6 

336 

41 

20 

-11 

42 

15 

— 96,4 

— 29,3 

1 

3106* 

Aquarii 

336 

42 

0 

- 9 

55 

15 

2 

3107 

66 

Aquarii 

j' 

6 

336 

43 

ID 

—20 

26 

0 

- 343 

— 5,5 

5 

3106 

11 

LaccrUe 

5 

336 

44 

30 

+ 42 

41 

0 

+ 47,4 

— 47,7 

1 

3109 

67 

Aquarii 

6 

336 

45 

30 

— 8 

33 

45 

— 2,7 

— 35,0 

3 

3110 

43 

Pegaai 

0 

5 

336 

47 

30 

+ 27 

42 

0 

— 113,5 

+ 6,7 

2 

3S3 
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No. 

STAR. 

U.g. 

Right  A»c«n«. 
1 690. 

Declioation. 

1690. 

1 

Oificr«nc«  fi 
At. 

rom  BraiUe)’. 

n. 

/ 

tf 

u 

3111 

30 

C<rphfi 

6 

336 

52 

0 

+ 61 

59 

10 

+ 258,6  ' 

— 

13,9 

3112 

12 

LacerUe 

6 

336 

54 

30 

4-36 

31 

15 

— 

11,3 

3113 

31 

Ccphei 

6 

:136 

59 

0 

+ 12 

2 

15 

- 

21,5 

+ 

10,8 

3114 

20 

Piaci*  AuftC. 

6 

331 

5 

30 

—28 

50 

20 

+ 

85,3 

— 

52,3 

3115 

44 

P^asi 

7 

3 

331 

1 

0 

+ 28 

36 

45 

+ 

51,9 

— 

1,6 

3113 

13 

I^ccrtJE 

6 

331 

34 

30 

+40 

12 

20 

+ 

41,4 

- 

6,9 

3in* 

45 

64 

337 

35 

45 

+11 

44 

35 

+ 

31,0 

+ 

8,3 

31I8« 

68 

Aquarii 

s’ 

6 

337 

43 

0 

—2! 

12 

45 

31,8 

— 

25,9 

3119 

46 

Pegaai 

£ 

5 

337 

41 

45 

+ 10 

35 

25 

+ 

58,2 

— 

12,9 

3130 

69 

Aquarii 

T' 

5 

337 

49 

0 

-15 

41 

5 

— 

48,8 

+ 

21,5 

3121 

41 

Pef^ti 

A 

4 

331 

53 

40 

+21 

56 

30 

+ 

66,4 

+ 

16,8 

3122 

10 

Aquarii 

6 

338 

2 

40 

— 12 

10 

45 

— 

20,2 

— 

1,0 

3123’ 

11 

Aquarii 

t" 

5! 

338 

11 

40 

—15 

12 

25 

— 

39,1 

— 

34,5 

3124‘ 

21 

Piacia  Aiul. 

6 

338 

31 

20 

—31 

9 

0 

+ 

55,1 

— 

58,3 

3125* 

12 

Aquarii 

6 

338 

38 

40 

— 8 

55 

45 

3126 

48 

Pegaai 

V- 

4 

338 

45 

35 

+ 22 

51 

55 

+ 

59,3 

+ 

38,2 

312-* 

22 

Piacia  Aunt 

y 

5 

338 

46 

0 

-34 

29 

20 

+ 

93,0 

— 

65,3 

3128 

13 

Aquarii 

A 

4 

339 

6 

10 

— 9 

13 

20 

+ 

10,0 

+ 23,3 

3129 

14 

Tjftcertie 

6 

339 

6 

30 

+ 40 

19 

30 

+ 

35,9 

— 

1.4 

3130 

49 

Pcgasi 

V 

6 

339 

9 

45 

+ 8 

11 

40 

+ 

85,1 

+ 

16,4 

3131 

14 

Aquarii 

6 

339 

11 

0 

•*13 

14 

55 

- 

12,2 

- 

12,0 

3133 

15 

Aquarii 

1 

339 

26 

0 

-13 

48 

20 

+ 

0,1 

69,0 

3133* 

Piacium 

339 

31 

50 

+ 0 

n 

35 

3134 

15 

Lacerts 

5 

339 

32 

0 

+ 41 

41 

0 

+ 

22,4 

— 

25,0 

3135 

16 

Aquarii 

j 

3 

339 

33 

30 

-11 

21 

35 

19,1 

+ 

6,1 

3136 

11 

Aquarii 

6 

339 

35 

0 

—11 

53 

45 

- 

36,6 

- 

32,7 

3131 

18 

Aquarii 

6 

339 

36 

0 

— 8 

50 

25 

+ 

3,9 

— 

3138 

32 

Ccphei 

1 

4 

339 

31 

30 

+ 64 

34 

45 

+ 229.1 

— 

10,3 

3139 

23 

Piacia  Auat. 

i 

5 

339 

38 

30 

—34 

10 

0 

+ 

84,2 

— 

59,8 

3140 

1 

Piacium 

1 

339 

46 

20 

— 0 

34 

55 

+ 

33,1 

+ 

24,9 

3H1 

50 

Pfgaai 

f 

6 

339 

53 

45 

+ 1 

10 

20 

+ 

55,2 

+ 

5,1 

3142* 

24 

Piacia  Auat. 

a 

1 

340 

5 

0 

—31 

14 

45 

+ 101,3 

— 

34,1 

3143* 

Piacium 

340 

26 

10 

+ 2 

9 

55 

3144 

51 

Pegaai 

6 

340 

33 

15 

+ 19 

1 

0 

+ 

61,9 

+ 

6,3 

3143 

16 

Lacertic 

6 

340 

34 

30 

+ 39 

58 

0 

+ 

35,6  1 

— 

21,5 

No.  of 
OU. 


1 

I 

9 

I 

35 

1 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1 

14 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

3 

7 

1 

3 

1 
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No. 

STAR. 

Ri^t  Akciu, 

Declinsdao. 

Diffemies  froca  Bndl<ry. 

Na  of 

1690. 

1690. 

D. 

Ui>i. 

3146* 

Audrumeds 

6 

340 

t 

44 

$! 

20 

0 

+48 

5 

u 

40 

u 

u 

1 

3147* 

AndromedK! 

6 

340 

52 

15 

+ 47 

2 

20 

1 

3148 

2 

Piscium 

6 

340 

53 

10 

— 0 

41 

15 

+ 

27,9 

+ 20.0 

1 

3149* 

52 

Pegmsi 

6 

340 

54 

45 

+ 10 

4 

45 

+ 

58^ 

+ 9,6 

1 

3150* 

80 

Aquarli 

7 

341 

7 

30 

- 6 

22 

35 

> 

3151* 

3 

Puciam 

6 

341 

11 

0 

— 1 

28 

35 

+ 

0,6 

+ 32,3 

1 

3152 

61 

Aquarh 

7 

341 

19 

0 

— 8 

42 

0 

- 

7.3 

— 53,6 

2 

3153 

82 

Aquarli 

7 

341 

37 

0 

— 8 

13 

0 

- 

40,5 

— 40,6 

2 

3154* 

1 

Andromedte 

0 

3i 

341 

55 

30 

440 

40 

30 

+ 

54,4 

— 20,0 

3 

3155 

4 

Piscium 

3 

5 

342 

1 

40 

+ 2 

9 

25 

- 

4,6 

+ 15,1 

27 

3136 

3 

Aodromcdc 

6 

342 

6 

0 

+41 

6 

30 

+ 

41.1 

— 30,5 

2 

3157 

53 

Peg«Bi 

3 

2 

342 

11 

25 

+ 26 

24 

20 

+ 

58,1 

+ 27,4 

11 

3158* 

83 

Aquarii 

h' 

6 

342 

14 

40 

— 9 

21 

10 

+ 

4,2 

— 13,9 

14 

3139* 

84 

Aquarli 

A* 

7 

342 

17 

0 

— 9 

24 

35 

+ 

19,5 

— 27,0 

2 

3160 

54 

Pcgasi 

2 

342 

19 

25 

+ 13 

33 

15 

+ 

56,5 

+ 29,9 

35 

3161* 

85 

Aquarii 

A* 

ii 

342 

25 

40 

— 9 

35 

40 

+ 

10,0 

- 19,1 

4 

3162 

86 

Aquarii 

c* 

6 

342 

29 

30 

-25 

24 

40 

_ 

8,1 

+ 13,8 

2 

3163 

3 

Anclrumedie 

0 

342 

36 

10 

+ 48 

23 

0 

+ 

1.1 

— 15,8 

2 

3164* 

87 

Aquarii 

A* 

n 

342 

45 

40 

— 9 

21 

0 

+ 

5,8 

— 27,4 

2 

3165* 

55 

Pegasi 

5 

342 

50 

15 

+ 7 

45 

0 

+ 

53,3 

— 20,4 

3 

3166 

56 

Pegtsi 

5i 

342 

59 

50 

+ 23 

48 

10 

+ 

74,3 

+ 2,0 

2 

3167 

5 

Piscium 

A 

6 

343 

11 

40 

+ 0 

26 

35 

+ 

37,0 

+ 31,1 

6 

3168 

88 

Aquarii 

t* 

4 

343 

13 

10 

-22 

50 

55 

— 

17,8 

+ 13J! 

2 

3169 

89 

Aquarii 

«■ 

343 

19 

30 

—24 

7 

45 

— 

6,4 

+ 4,0 

2 

3170 

4 

Andromeds 

6 

343 

24 

0 

+44 

44 

0 

- 

3,8 

— 46,5 

3171* 

1 

Casaiopeae 

6 

343 

25 

0 

+ 57 

45 

40 



5,3 

— 32,1 

1 

3172 

5 

Andromcdec 

6 

343 

27 

30 

+47 

37 

35 

— 

12,1 

— 30,5 

3 

3173* 

57 

Pegasi 

6 

343 

27 

40 

+ 7 

0 

15 

+ 

49,1 

+ 6,5 

2 

3174* 

58 

6 

343 

35 

50 

+ 8 

8 

45 

+ 

41,5 

+ 16.8 

a 

3175* 

59 

Pegmri 

5i 

344 

• 

0 

+ 7 

2 

40 

+ 

33,7 

+ 3,7 

3 

3176 

6 

Andromedie 

6i 

344 

3 

30 

+ 41 

53 

55 

+ 

51,2 

— 55,6 

1 

3177 

2 

Cassiopco 

7 

344 

7 

30 

+ 57 

40 

0 

+ 116.7 

— 27,0 

1 

3178 

60 

Pcgaai 

6 

344 

11 

30 

+ 25 

10 

5 

+ 

52,2 

+ 41,1 

I 

3179 

33 

Cephei 

X 

5 

344 

27 

0 

+ 73 

42 

45 

+ 334.3 

+ 14,4 

1 

3180 

90 

Aquarii 

5 

344 

33 

45 

— 7 

42 

20 

+ 

3,4 

— 34,6 

16 
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No. 

.. 

STAR. 

M.g. 

Right  Aaeeoa.  i 

1690. 

DacliMtioB. 

1690. 

Diflercac*  from  BrarUoj. 

No.  of 
Obf. 

M. 

D. 

■HU 

u 

e 

i 

It 

1/ 

11 

7 

Andromedfle 

5J 

344 

37 

30 

+ 47 

43 

SO 

— 

8fl 

— 30,2 

3 

|ig 

Aquarii 

6i 

344 

38 

35 

- 7 

37 

0 

1 

3183* 

Aquarii 

344 

54 

5 

— 5 

10 

25 

1 

3184 

91 

Aquarii 

4>' 

5 

344 

54 

30 

-10 

45 

50 

+ 

143 

— 163 

16 

3185 

61 

Pcgaai 

6 

345 

10 

15 

+26 

33 

40 

+ 

10,3 

+ 15,7 

1 

3186 

92 

Aquarii 

X 

6 

345 

11 

10 

— 9 

24 

25 

+ 

13,6 

^ 8,6 

9 

3187 

6 

Piacium 

7 

4 

345 

16 

10 

+ I 

35 

IS 

+ 

73,6 

+ 36,6 

40 

318S 

93 

Aquarii 

4'* 

5 

345 

26 

30 

—10 

51 

45 

+ 

0,6 

— 20,2 

16 

3189 

94 

Aquarii 

6 

345 

42 

0 

—15 

8 

5 

- 

8.1 

— 13,9 

1 

3190 

95 

Aquarii 

-I-’ 

345 

42 

10 

—11 

17 

35 

+ 

3,3 

— 14,9 

14 

3191* 

96 

Aquarii 

64 

345 

49 

40 

— 6 

49 

20 

+ 

14,5 

+ 39,8 

2 

3192 

8 

Andromcdfc 

6 

345 

53 

0 

+ 47 

20 

0 

— 

15,1 

— 17,3 

i 3 

3193 

9 

Andromeda: 

6 

345 

55 

30 

+ 40 

5 

20 

+ 

84,6 

- 6,4 

1 1 

3194* 

Piacium 

346 

2 

25 

— 5 

36 

0 

3 

3195 

7 

Piadum 

b 

54 

346 

8 

40 

+ 3 

41 

35 

— 

6,1 

+ 8,4 

13 

3196 

10 

Andromedic 

64 

346 

17 

30 

+ 40 

23 

15 

+ 

59,9 

+ 1,0 

I 

3197* 

11 

Andromcde 

6 

346 

18 

30 

+ 46 

56 

15 

- 

32,9 

— 16,5 

2 

3198 

62 

Pegau 

T 

6 

346 

19 

40 

+ 22 

2 

40 

+ 

42,1 

+ 22,6 

4 

3199* 

Piscium 

346 

19 

55 

— 6 

21 

35 

I 

3200 

63 

Pcgaai 

6 

346 

25 

0 

+ 28 

43 

40 

+ 

61,0 

+ 3,1 

i 

3201* 

34 

Ccphei 

a 

5 

346 

28 

40 

+ 66 

25 

20 

+ 178,7 

- 3,9 

1 

3202* 

Andromeds 

6 

346 

29 

— 

+ 42 

26 

10 

1 

3203 

12 

Andromedic 

6 

346 

29 

15 

+ 36 

30 

0 

+ 

83,4 

+ 8,7 

1 

3204* 

97 

Aquarii 

6 

346 

36 

15 

— 16 

43 

30 

- 

41.1 

— 29,5 

il 

3205 

98 

Aquarii 

A‘ 

5 

346 

40 

10 

-21 

46 

50 

— 

48,2 

— 23,4 

D 

3206 

64 

Pegaii 

6 

346 

42 

0 

+ 30 

7 

0 

+ 

60,4 

+ 15,5 

1 

3207 

65 

Pegui 

6 

346 

49 

0 

+ 19 

8 

15 

+ 

26,2 

- 7,8 

1 

3208 

66 

Pegui 

6 

346 

51 

20 

+ 10 

37 

10 

+ 

48,3 

+ 8,7 

3 

3209* 

Piacium 

6 

346 

54 

35 

— 1 

25 

15 

3 

3210* 

67 

Pegaai 

64 

347 

25 

15 

+ 30 

41 

35 

+ 

71,2 

- 17,5 

1 

3211 

99 

Aquarii 

6* 

5 

347 

26 

10 

—22 

20 

20 

— 

37,6 

+ 12,9 

3 

3212 

68 

Pegui 

tl 

6 

347 

28 

40 

+n 

42 

5 

+ 

64,9 

+ 12,0 

4 

3213* 

3 

Caaaiopes 

6 

347 

37 

0 

+ 56 

58 

30 

A 

3214 

8 

Piacium 

a 

5 

347 

45 

40 

— 0 

26 

25 

+ 

6.0 

+ 143 

38 

3215* 

4 

Casaiopeie 

5 

347 

49 

;io 

+ 60 

35 

30 

— 

22,3 

— 20,1 

3 
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So.  of 

1690. 

1690. 

M. 

D. 

OtilL 

3216* 

9 

Piscium 

6} 

o 

347 

60 

u 

15 

a 

— 0 

4 

35 

ft 

5 

+ 

4i 

24,4 

14 

+ 36,9 

16 

3217 

10 

Piscium 

5 

348 

3 

30 

+ 4 

40 

45 

+ 

18,3 

+ 9,3 

7 

3218 

13 

Andromedic 

6 

348 

4 

0 

+ 41 

13 

0 

+ 

31,8 

— 25,4 

3 

3219 

69 

Pegui 

6 

348 

4 

30 

+ 23 

28 

5 

+ 

48,1 

+ 6,9 

2 

3220» 

70 

Pegaii 

348 

21 

35 

+11 

3 

6 

+ 

71,9 

+ 19,7 

3 

3221 

11 

Pitciom 

6 

34B 

22 

40 

— 3 

30 

5 

+ 

23,2 

+ 34,3 

3 

3222 

12 

Piecium 

6 

348 

24 

15 

- 2 

44 

25 

— 

7.3 

+ 13,8 

2 

3223* 

100 

Aqutrii 

6i 

348 

50 

40 

—23 

4 

0 

+ 

7.5 

- 27.7 

1 

3224* 

CftMiopeac 

6 

348 

58 

20 

+ 56 

61 

5 

2 

3225 

13 

Piscium 

6 

349 

1 

0 

— 2 

48 

5 

- 

9,6 

+ 32,7 

6 

3226 

14 

AndromctUc 

6 

349 

1 

30 

+ 37 

32 

30 

+ 

79.3 

— 17.1 

1 

3227* 

101 

Aquarii 

4* 

5 

349 

15 

30 

-22 

36 

50 

— 

32,0 

— 28,4 

4 

3228* 

71 

P«y«ii 

6 

349 

29 

30 

+ 30 

47 

15 

+ 

33,6 

+ 20,4 

5 

3229 

14 

Piscium 

6 

349 

33 

0 

— 2 

58 

5 

+ 

19,0 

+ 48,5 

11 

3230 

72 

Pegasi 

6 

340 

39 

7 

+ 29 

37 

10 

+ 

56,3 

- 32 

2 

3231 

73 

Pegsti 

6 

349 

50 

10 

+ 31 

47 

20 

+ 

54,3 

- 7,5 

2 

3232 

15 

Andromedie 

6 

349 

53 

0 

+ 38 

32 

15 

+ 

39,3 

— 24,3 

1 

3233 

15 

Piscium 

6 

349 

55 

0 

— 0 

24 

5 

— 

29,0 

+ 25,3 

2 

3234 

16 

Piscium 

6 

350 

8 

40 

+ 0 

22 

46 

— 

7,8 

+ 31,7 

8 

3235 

74 

Pegasi 

7 

350 

28 

0 

+ 15 

6 

40 

+ 139,4 

+ 11,1 

1 

3236* 

75 

Pegasi 

6 

350 

.34 

20 

+ 16 

40 

50 

+ 119.5 

+ 25,7 

4 

3237* 

16 

Andromedm 

A 

4 

350 

37 

30 

+ 44 

47 

35 

+ 

49,5 

- 64,6 

2 

3238» 

n 

Andromedic 

i 

4 

350 

45 

30 

+ 41 

33 

45 

+ 

34,5 

— 25,9 

2 

3239* 

102 

Aquarii 

O)' 

5 

350 

55 

45 

— 15 

56 

5 

— 

35,3 

+ 7,0 

5 

3240 

n 

Piscium 

1 

6 

351 

0 

20 

+ 3 

57 

15 

+ 

25,5 

— 41,1 

12 

3241* 

Pegaii 

6 

351 

0 

50 

+ 7 

67 

50 

1 

3242 

18 

Andromedse 

6 

351 

4 

30 

+ 48 

45 

50 



18,0 

— 18,6 
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3243 

19 

Andromedic 

K 

4 

351 

18 

45 

+ 42 

37 

55 

+ 

36,9 

— 40,6 

1 

3244 

103 

Aquaiii 

A' 

5 

351 

22 

30 

-19 

43 

55 



443 

— 18,8 

1 

3245* 

104 

Aquarii 

A' 

5 

351 

25 

15 

— 19 

31 

15 

- 

49,8 

- 39,2 

3 

3246 

18 

Piscium 

A 

5 

351 

33 

20 

+ 0 

4 

15 

+ 

6,5 

+ 16,6 

41 

3247 

105 

Aquarii 

b/ 

5 

351 

40 

0 

— 16 

14 

45 

_ 

42,7 

— 38,9 

5 

3248 

76 

Pegaii 

6 

351 

45 

0 

+ 14 

37 

5 

+ 

45,8 

+ 2,9 

2 

3249* 

35 

Cephei 

y 

3 

351 

49 

0 

+ 75 

54 

35 

—248,2 

- 7,8 

1 

3250 

77 

Pegui 

_ 

6 

351 

53 

0 

+ 8 

36 

50 

86,8 

+ M 
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1690. 

1690. 

idSM 

At. 

D. 

3251* 

106  Aquarii 

5 

0 / M 

353  2 10 

-19  59 

n 

45 

— 57", 9 

it 

+ 7,0 

m 

3252 

78  Pepuii 

5J 

352  5 45 

+ 27  38 

40 

+ 95,5 

+ 9,4 

2 

3253* 

107  Aquarii 

1 

6 

352  28  40 

—20  23 

50 

— 26,2 

- 1,1 

5 

3254 

19  Piscium 

3 

352  38  40 

+ 1 45 

55 

— 11,0 

+ 15,8 

9 

3255 

20  Andromcds 

54 

352  42  0 

+ 44  42 

40 

+ 24,3 

- 32,1 

3256* 

PiBcium 

352  58  — 

+ 2 30 

25 

1 

3257* 

PiM'ium 

352  59  — 

+ 2 27 

25 

1 

3258* 

16«ciura 

353  59  10 

— 0 29 

40 

1 

3259 

20  Piacium 

5J 

353  0 10 

— 4 28 

35 

+ 4,2 

— 18,9 

8 

3260 

5 Cassiapea; 

T 

5 

353  1 30 

+ 56  56 

30 

+ 32,2 

— 46,9 

3 

3261* 

Piaciura 

353  G 30 

+ 6 31 

30 

3 

3262 

21  Piacium 

6 

353  24  0 

— 0 38 

55 

— 3,8 

+ 22,2 

5 

3263 

79  Pe^i 

6 

353  29  45 

+ 27  7 

0 

+ 69,9 

+ 10,2 

2 

3264 

6 CaaaiopeA 

6 

353  31  0 

+ 60  30 

10 

— 59.3 

— 31,8 

2 

3265* 

108  Aquarii 

6 

353  50  30 

—20  37 

55 

— 54,9 

+ 4,5 

3 

3206 

80  Pegaai 

6 

3.53  51  45 

4-  7 35 

40 

+ 104,9 

+ 4,9 

I 

3267 

22  Pi«cium 

6 

.354  1 30 

+ 1 12 

15 

+ 11.8 

+ 18,4 

5 

3268 

23  Ptflcium 

6 

354  10  0 

+ 19  57 

0 

+ 41.7 

- 3,1 

1 

3269 

81  Pegoai 

f 

G 

■354  10  45 

+ 17  23 

50 

+ 56,1 

+ 9,2 

3 

3270 

82  Pc^caai 

6 

354  11  15 

+ 9 13 

15 

+ 83,8 

+ 13,8 

2 

3271* 

83  Pegasi 

6 

354  14  0 

+ 20  1 

0 

+ 48,5 

+ 18,5 

2 

3272 

24  Piacium 

6 

354  15  30 

— 4 52 

0 

— 23,3 

— 33,2 

9 

3273 

25  Piacium 

6 

3.54  18  20 

+ 0 22 

25 

— l.I 

— 17,8 

1 

3274 

7 Caasiopeic 

f- 

6 

.354  4 6 30 

+ 55  47 

0 

+ 26,9 

— 26,2 

4 

3275 

26  Piacium 

6 

354  49  0 

+ 5 21 

0 

+ 24,6 

— 5,3 

5 

3276* 

Piacilim 

354  57  35 

+ 6 29 

45 

1 

3277 

84  Prgaai 

6 

355  30  0 

+ 23  25 

5 

+ 35,4 

+ 3,0 

5 

3278* 

1 Ceii 

7 

355  35  30 

—17  33 

55 

+ 10,2 

— 25.2 

3 

3279 

27  Piacium 

5 

.355  42  10 

— 5 16 

35 

— 7.2 

16 

3280 

28  Piacium 

Ul 

5 

355  51  0 

+ 5 8 

40 

+ 26,9 

+ 5.3 

20 

3281 

8 Casaiopeie 

<r 

6 

355  52  0 

+ 54  2 

20 

+ 44,6 

— 31,8 

4 

3282* 

IMacium 

355  56  15 

— 7 37 

5 

1 

3283* 

Pcgaai 

356  8 35 

+ 25  11 

45 

+ 0,6 

1 

3284 

29  I’iaciiun 

5 

356  29  10 

— 4 45 

15 

— 0.5 

— 4.7 

12 

3285* 

83  Pn^i 

6 

356  30  15 

+ 25  26 

25 

+ 106,6 

— 60,4 

4 
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No.  of 

1690 

1690, 

D. 

Ob«. 

3286 

30 

I’iscium 

5 

3M 

30 

30 

o 

- 7 

44 

u 

25 

+ 

H 

23,2 

+ 

u 

10,4 

7 

3287* 

Pificium 

7 

356 

32 

25 

_ 4 

29 

50 

+ 

0,1 

1 

32KS 

31 

Ptscium 

e> 

6 

356 

38 

40 

+ 7 

13 

45 

- 

10,8 

+ 

9,0 

5 

3289* 

32 

Piscjuin 

c* 

5J 

356 

39 

40 

+ 6 

45 

40 

+ 

27,8 

+ 

6,5 

4 

3290* 

3 

Ceti 

4i 

356 

57 

30 

— 19 

3 

55 

— 

5.7 

+ 

12,2 

5 

3291* 

Ceti 

357 

5 

— 

—18 

14 

55 

1 

3293 

9 

CttsBiupcJC 

6 

357 

9 

0 

+ 60 

34 

0 

— 

30,2 

- 

18,6 

1 

3293 

3 

CeCi 

6 

357 

9 

30 

—12 

14 

10 

— 

12,8 

+ 

3.8 

4 

3294* 

33 

Pi»cium 

5 

357 

22 

0 

— 7 

26 

55 

+ 

u 

+ 

35,4 

13 

3295 

86 

Pegwi 

5J 

357 

26 

15 

+ 11 

40 

10 

+ 

79,1 

3,0 

1 

3296 

10 

CasBkOpGie 

6 

357 

41 

0 

+ 62 

28 

50 

— 

63,9 

— 

38,3 

1 

3297« 

21 

Andromeds 

a 

2 

350 

6 

0 

+ 27 

22 

15 

+ 

66,0 

+ 

14,5 

10 

3293* 

4 

CcU 

6 

357 

58 

10 

— 4 

16 

30 

— 

11,7 

— 

2,5 

1 

3299* 

5 

6 

358 

5 

10 

— 4 

10 

2.5 

— 

2,4 

— 

1,3 

I 

3300 

U 

CuBtopem 

? 

2} 

358 

H 

0 

+ 57 

26 

40 

+ 

51,1 

— 

30,1 

4 

3301* 

SI 

Peg«si 

6 

356 

16 

0 

+ 16 

29 

0 

+ 

52,1 

+ 

14,4 

1 

3302 

34 

Pisdum 

6 

358 

32 

0 

+ 9 

24 

45 

+ 

17,6 

+ 

25,9 

5 

3303 

22 

Androraede 

5 

358 

35 

30 

+ 44 

21 

30 

+ 

10,1 

- 

44,5 

1 

3304* 

6 

Ceti 

6 

358 

52 

0 

-17 

10 

35 

- 

11.7 

+ 

1,0 

5 

3C«»5 

88 

Pegasi 

7 

2 

359 

19 

30 

+ 13 

27 

5 

+ 

23,9 

+ 

25,6 

44 

3306 

23 

Andromcdic 

6 

359 

23 

30 

+ 39 

19 

40 

_ 

12,2 

— 

31,5 

2 

3307 

89 

Peg»«i 

X 

6 

350 

38 

50 

+ 18 

28 

0 

+ 

46,9 

+ 

51,0 

1 

3308* 

1 

Cefi 

5 

359 

43 

0 

—20 

39 

20 

- 

12,4 

+ 

6,1 

4 

3309 

35 

Piadojii 

6 

359 

45 

40 

+ 7 

5 

45 

+ 

14.5 

+ 

5.8 

2 

3310* 

Cell 

6 

359 

55 

— 

— 11 

18 

0 

— 

1 

3 T 
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NOTES. 


4.  — Pi^dum.  This  star  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  23»  1702,  at  9**  25“  24*;  but  the 
minutes  are  marked  aa  doubtful  in  the  printed  copy.  On  examining  the  originai  entry  (MSS, 
vol.  7,)  1 find  that  the  minutes  had  been  originally  entered  29 : but  the  9 has  been  subsequently 
altered  to  5,  and  the  mark  of  uncertainty  placed  against  it  1 cannot  discover  any  star  that 
will  exactly  correspond  with  this  observation.  M.  Argelander  has  suggested  that  if  we  read 
9^  24“  24*,  instead  of  the  value  above  mentioned,  the  observation  will  agree  with  Lalande  in 
hU  Hist.  CH.  page  1 18,  at  0^  4“  51*,  5 : and  that  two  observations  of  it  at  Abo,  give  its 
position  for  1830,  jR  :=  O’"  7"  13‘,  95  and  D =:  + 3°  18'  23", fi,  mag.  7^.  If  this  be  the 
star,  the  right  ascension  in  the  present  catalogue  should  be  diminished  lb';  and  it  would  then 
stand  at  the  head  of  the  list 

6.  39  Piseixtm.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  designated  as  the  8th ; which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

17.  — Ceti.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  21,  1702,  at  9^  39“  56* : It  is  Piazzi  O-  60  =s  7 
Mayer. 

20.  — Pincium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  30,  1697,  after  7*  0"  15*.  The  zenith  distance 
indicates  it  to  be  Piazzi  O.  66 ; and  it  was  observed  also  by  Bradley. 

22.  — Andramedre.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct  31, 1691,  at  9**  11*  20*;  and  was  (togetlter  with 

No.  42  of  the  present  catalogue,  obsen'ed  on  the  same  day)  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
Tol.  23,  page  283  : where  a note  is  written  against  them  that  they  belong  to  the  constellation 
Castiofea:  in  which  place  they  were  afterwards  neglected  to  be  inserted.  The  star  is  Piazzi 
0.  74 ; and  it  is  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712,  from  which  the  position  in  the  present 
catalogue  is  taken. 

23.  46  Piscium.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogtte ; but  in  the 
originai  entries  it  is  designated  as  the  7th ; which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

30.  — Piscium.  Ob«er\'ed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  11,  1692,  at  6^  16*  39*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  118,  at  0^  19"  28*,  5,  mag.  7 : and  is  No.  6 in  my  catalogue 
of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars,  correcieil  by  the  remarks  of  M.  Argelander.  In  the  original  entry 
(MSS,  vol.  5,)  it  is  noted  to  have  been  observed  by  Mrs.  Flamsteed. 

34.  — AndromediP.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  19,  1693,  at  7^  57  J*;  but  the  time  is  noted 
as  uncertain.  The  zenith  distance  indicates  it  to  be  the  star  observed  by  Lakndc  iu  Hist.  Cil. 
page  349,  at  0^  21*  21*,  and  in  page  389  at  0^  20“  28*,5,  mag.  6 ; and  which  preceded  t 
AndromedfP  5“  24*.  This  is  somewhat  greater  than  the  difference  given  by  Flamsteed ; but 
as  the  time  of  his  observation  is  doubtful,  it  is  |>robab]c  that  this  is  the  star. 

36.  52  Piscium.  The  star  50  A>ci«m,  whose  position  in  the  British  Cidalogue  is  iR  = 3®  50'  45" 
D s + 18®  35'  5",  does  not  exist.  The  star  thus  designated  waa  ebaerved  by  Flamsteed  on 
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Nov.  30,  1697,  tt  6*  10':  but  tbc  minute  iu  the  time  of  transit  is  marked  as  doubtful:  and 
if  we  read  7*  7*  10*  instead  of  7*  6“  10*,  tbc  observation  will  agree  with  52  Pitattm.  It  is 
not  inserted  in  Halley’s  wlitionof  1712;  which  shows  that  its  position  was  not  then  considered 
as  accurately  determined : and  it  is  struck  out  of  the  syuopua  in  MSS,  vol.  25,  page  69,  as  if 
the  error  had  been  detected.  The  declination  of  52  Piscium  in  the  BritUh  Co/o/o^e,  U 
4-  18°  36'  SS*' : it  has  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed,  in  MSS,  vo).  23,  pages  1 53  and  1 54,  from 
the  obsenratiunB  of  Dec.  17  and  IS,  1692.  And  he  has  inserted  in  the  British  Ciitalogut  the 
declination  as  there  deduced,  without  any  of  the  subsnjueril  corrections  which  he  has  applied 
to  the  other  stars ; such  as  10"  for  the  revised  correction  of  the  instrument,  30"  for  the  error 
in  the  assumed  latitude  of  the  plsce,  and  about  1'  for  the  precession.  Tliesc  being  applied,  the 
declination  will  \)t  as  slated  in  the  present  catalogue. 

.’19.  14  C(ix.  This  star  is  14  A/ayer,  and  was  observed  by  him,  by  Bradley,  and  Piazzi  j and  its 
{miilion  is  well  authenticated.  The  declination,  as  given  by  Flamsteed  in  the  British  Cata~ 
is  — 5°  12^  50" ; but  Sir  W.  Herschel  has  rightly  conjectured  that  an  error  of  has 
been  made  in  this  quantity' : for  on  examining  the  original  computation-ltooks  of  Mr.  Cros- 
tbwait,  MSS,  vol.  64  F (page  31)  and  Mr.  Rylcy,  vol.  65  E (page  30)  I find  the  N.P.D.  stated 
in  *‘och  of  them  to  be  92°  12^  50" ; which  was  deduced  from  the  observation  made  on  Sept.  1 1 , 
1704,  at  12”  18“  6*,  and  Oct.  19,  1704,  at  10”  0“  3B*,  ns  appears  by  MSS,  voL  26  C,  page* 
3.3  aud  :14.  Besides  the  two  observations  of  this  star,  quoted  by  Miss  Herschel,  viz.  in  pages  466 
and  485  of  the  Historia  there  is  another  in  page  182  (which  howeverdoes  not  appear  to 

have  been  extracted  for  computation  by  Flamsteed),  and  also  a doubtful  one  in  page  212;  both 
erroDctmsly  called  15  CeH  by  Miss  Herschel.  The  longitude  and  latitude  of  this  star,  as  com- 
puted by  Mr.  Crosthwait  and  Mr.  Ryley,  are  deduced  from  the  declination  here  given : so  that  it 
must  afterwards  have  been  recomputed,  from  the  erroneous  declination,  for  the  Historia  Cmlestit. 

40.  — Ajfium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Kov.  30,  1697,  after  7”  11“  25*.  It  is  probably  the 
star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cil.  page  39,  at  0”  25“  19*,  5,  mag.  7;  for  it  was  ob- 
served alter  iu  transit  over  the  meridian  ; and  in  the  original  MS  entry  it  ia  called  the  com{u- 
nion  to  53  Piscium. 

41.  17  Cassioprtt  Tlie  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Ca/u/oi/we  is  -f  .52°  12'  10";  which 
has  been  deduced  from  the  ohoervation  made  on  Dec.  3,  1691,  at  7”  0"  49';  as  appears  from 
MSS,  vol.  26  B,  page  36,  compared  with  vol.  23*  page  361.  But  the  annual  precession  for 
two  ycaiB  seems  to  have  been  omitted.  If  we  take  the  mean  of  the  three  reductions,  in  the 
volume  last  quoted,  we  should  reduce  the  above  value  40";  which  I have  accordingly  done. 

42  — Atuiromedre.  Sec  the  note  to  No.  22  of  this  catalogue.  The  present  star  is  Piazzi  O.  124. 
It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712 : from  which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is 
uken. 

44.  — Andromed<e.  Observed  by  inamstccd  on  Nov.  19,  1693,  after  8”  1“  46*.  it  is  Piazzi 
0.  128. 

46.  — Vrs€t  Mitvrris.  Besides  the  references  given  by  Miss  Herschel,  this  star  will  be  found  to 
have  been  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  9,  1689,  at  6”  41“  35*,  and  again  on  Sept.  19, 
1693,  at  12”  1“  30*.  It  is  given  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  from  wliich  work  the  jrreseni 
position  is  taken.  It  ia  Piazzi  O.  177. 
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47.  — Fi$ciitnu  There  arc  three  oWrvatiana  of  this  alar  by  Flarestectl  in  Oct.  1702,  although  it 

ia  not  itiBcrted  in  tlkc  British  Catalogue;  viz.  on  the  20th,  at  9^  56*'  23*,  on  the  21st  at 

52“  51*,  and  on  the  23rd  at  9^  45“  52*.  ll  ia  Piastzi  0.  131. 

49.  15  Ceti.  This  star  » marked  aa  of  the  Otii  magnitude,  in  (he  British  Cataiogue ; but  in  the 
oriijinai  entry  it  U detii^mated  as  the  7th  ; which  I have  ilicrefore  retained. 

51.  Ptsetum.  Ob#er\ed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  15,  1702,  at  8^  21“  12*.  Miss  Herschel  haa 
supposed  it  to  be  the  same  alar  as  No.  47  in  this  catalogue  : hut  it  ia  I^zzi  O.  137. 

53.  54  Pisdun.  'There  it  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star*  in  declination  of  — 0^',  28,  which 

will  reduce  the  dilTereucc  in  declination  to  51", 5. 

54.  55  I^sdum.  The  star  56  Pisdustiy  whose  position  in  the  British  Caiaiogue  ia  iW  = 5®  55^  45^^ 
U=  + 19®  4y  45",  doet  not  exiat.  The  star  thus  designated  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on 
Dec.  1 and  3,  1697 ; the  ubeervations  of  the  former  of  which  days  are  not  piintcd  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  Historia  Caiestis.  But  the  observationa  in  question  belong  to  55  Piscium : as  do 
all  the  others  wliich  Miaa  Hersdiel  has  suppoacd  to  refer  to  that  star.  Sec  MSS,  vol.  23,  page 
437.  In  MSS,  vol.  27  A (which  contains  fragments  of  the  British  Catalogue)  55  Pisrium  ia 
erase<l,  and  56  Pisdum  retained ; and  the  mean  of  the  right  ascensiona  assumed  aa  the  correct 
one.*  And  it  ia  remarkable  that  Halley,  in  his  edition  of  1712,  has  also  taken  this  mean  of  the 
two  Stan  55  and  56  Pisdum  r aa  if  he  was  aware  that  only  one  of  them  existed  ; or  probably 
it  waa  80  given  to  him  by  Flamsteed. 

57-  — Pisdum.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  20,  1099,  at  5CT  3(f.  It  ia  the  star  ubaerved 
by  Lulandc  in  Hist.  CH.  page  127,  at  (f‘  30“  45‘,  mag.  7- 

58.  33  Atulromttia?.  This  atar  was  not  observetl  by  Bradley  or  Piazzi ; but  w as  obaerved  by  La- 
lande  in  Hist  Cel.  page  477,  at  0*"  31“  49*. 

00.  21  Cassiopea.  The  right  aacenaion  of  thus  star  must  be  diminished  8' 29'^,5  ill  order  to  correspond 
with  Bradley's  observations,  ll  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  1 1,  1093,  at  10^  42“  3(/, 
and  regularly  rcducctl  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  363.  1 am  unable  to  account  for  the  dia* 

cordancy,  unless  it  arose  from  the  Incxperlness  of  the  assistant,  S.  C.,  who  (as  I find  from  a MS 
note  in  the  original  entry  in  MSS,  vol.  5)  made  the  observations  tins  night  for  the^rrl  time: 
and  it  will  be  found  that  many  of  the  right  ascensions,  deduced  from  the  observations  of  that 
evening,  arc  very  discordant.  He  probably  made  an  error  of  3(/  ; and  that  wc  ought  to  read 
10^  42“  0*,  instead  of  Itf*  42“  .30*. 

62.  16  Ceti  $.  This  atar  is  marked  as  of  the  2nd  magnitude,  in  the  original  entry ; and  Piazzi 
makes  it  2^. 

63.  17  Ceti  I would  here  remark  (hat  the  four  stars  in  the  Briliih  Caia/ogue^  designated  by  (he 
letter  4’,  do  not  correapond  with  (be  quadrilateral  figure  formed  by  the  stars  to  called  in  Bayer’s 
map ; and  whose  positions  appear  to  be  taken  from  Ptolemy's  catal<^e.  1 have  however 
retained  that  letter,  as  I cannot  find  any  other  stars  that  correspond  better. 

64.  23  Cassiopea.  The  right  ascensioti  of  iliis  star  must  be  diminiEhed  12*  2G",5,  in  order  to  cor- 
respond with  Bradley's  observations.  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  ll,  1693,  at 
Uf*  44“  40*:  but  the  time  is  marked  as  only  approximate  ; yet  Flamsteed  has  detluced  the 
right  ascension  therefrom,  as  if  it  were  the  correct  value.  Sec  MSS,  vol.  23,  ]>agc  36^1,  also  the 
note  to  No.  60  above. 
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65.  2 Vr4eB  Afi'non'f.  This  \»  the  star  vrhich  curresponcls  with  No.  15  and  19  in  ro^r  list  of  I'Um- 
ttccd’s  inserted  stars;  and  which  I ima^ned  were  two  difTcrcut  and  distinct  stars.  M. 
ArgclaiMier  has  very  justly  observed  that  the  transits  of  such  stars,  so  near  the  f>olc,do  not 
probably  take  place  exactly  in  the  order  in  which  they  arc  put  down  by  Flamsteed  ; because 
the  xenilh  distances  are  oftentimes  taken  after  they  have  passed  the  meridian,  and  thus  on 
account  of  tlieir  slow  motion  a doubt  frequently  occurs.  An  error  of  this  kind  has  arisen  in  the 
present  case,  as  I shall  now  proceed  to  show.  The  star  denominated  2 Ursa  A/iitorir  by 
Flamsteed,  and  whose  position  as  given  in  the  ISriluh  Cttlaloguet  is  iR  = 9®  39'  30"  imd 
D = -F  86®  3T  30",  has  boon  deduced  from  the  observation  made  on  Septeni-  19,  1693,  at 
12*  19J"  i as  may  be  si'eii  by  an  insjjcclion  of  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  430.  In  this  computation 
Flamsteed  luts  supposed  that  the  star  in  quastian  passed  the  meridian  5”  38*  after  Polaris  (the 
time  12^  19^"*,  as  in  tlie  original  MS,  being  crroncotisly  printed  12*  194*  in  the  Historm 
Catestis} : hut  this  waa  nut  the  case : for  on  rcferTing  to  the  ori^nai  attry  of  the  observations 
of  tliis  same  star,  on  Dec.  19  following,  I find  that  it  passed  tlic  meridian  at  6*  1**  40*,  <»r 
‘AT  22*  befifrt  Polaris  : a fact  which  has  been  omitted  in  the  ]irinted  copy.  With  respect  to  the 
declination,  i fiud,  on  reference  to  Flamsteed’s  computation  in  the  MS  volume  above  mcii- 
lioued,  that  he  has  committed  two  ermra  : iu  tbe  hrst  place  he  has  copied  out  the  zenith  dis- 
tance  as  35®  6'  instead  of  6' ; stkI  in  the  next  place  he  has  made  another  mistake  of  P iu 
reducing  the  distance  from  the  zenith  to  that  from  the  pole.  Deducting  therefore  2°  ami  adding 
P,  wc  hav-e  the  declination  as  here  given;  and  the  position  then  nearly  agrees  with  that  given 
by  Halley  in  his  edition  of  1712.  It  is  Piazzi  O.  220  s (43  Hev.)  Cepftei.  The  right 
ascensiou,  however,  must  be  increased  nearly  I®  in  order  to  agree  with  modem  obsen'ations. 

69>  58  Piscium.  This  star  ia  marked  as  of  the  7th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  in 
the  originaJ  entries  it  is  cmly  once  so  called,  whilst  it  is  twice  designated  as  the  6th.  I have 
therefore  altered  it 

70.  59  Piseium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  1,  1697,  at  7*  17*  57* : but  the  observation?-  of 
that  day  are  not  printed  in  the  liistoria  Catestis. 

72.  60  Piscium.  The  dcelinaliou  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cataltxjue  is  +5®  3'  40*' : which  has 
been  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  the  observations  made  on  Sept.  4,  1693,  at  13*  4‘*  40*.  But 
in  reducing  it  to  the  epoch  of  1690,  he  has  made  an  error  of  P,  which  I have  here  corrected. 

75.  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  15,  1105,  at  B*  27”  45',  5.  It  is  Piazzi  O.  189 
= 20  Msyer. 

80.  1 Ursa  Mirujris  a.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  increased  IP  4",  B in  order  to 
correspond  with  Bradley’s  observations,  reduced  agreeably  to  Bessel's  formula.  There  are 
several  computations  of  its  position,  scattered  through  various  volumes  of  the  MSS ; but  the 
hnal  one  appears  to  be  that  which  is  to  l>c  found  in  MSS  vol.  24,  page  127. 

81.  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  30,  1697,  at  7*  24'“  6*.  It  is  probably  ibc  star 
obaerved  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  573,  at  0*  38”  35'3»  niag.  7. 

82.  65  Piscium  i.  This  star  ia  denoted  by  tbe  Greek  letter  t in  Flamsteed  ; which  is  also  given  to 

17  Pisdum.  This  is  an  error  of  the  press ; aa  Bayer  (whom  Flamsteed  professed  to  follow) 
calls  if  I .'  and  Flamsteed  himself  denotes  it  by  i in  the  MS  copies.  I have  therefore  corrected  it. 

83.  19  Ceti  4>*.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude  in  the  British  Cataloijue:  but  in  the 
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nritjinal  cutriet  it  is  twice  designated  as  the  6th,  and  once  aa  ; 1 have  therefore  altered  it. 
Sec  the  Note  to  No.  63. 

64.  — Piicium,  Ohftcrvefl  by  Flamsitccd  on  Dec.  3,  llld,  at  I**  14"  l*j  and  again  on  Dec.  at 
O'*  M“  30*.  It  is  Piazzi  O.  207  = 23  Mayer ; and  wa»  obaerveU  alao  by  Bradley. 

85.  26  Cassinpea  s/'.  The  right  ucension  of  this  star  in  the  British  CatsBotjuu!  is  9*^  29' 30  ' ; but  1 
shall  show  that  there  is  an  error  of  1*  in  time ; and  that  we  should  deduct  1 5'  fixnu  the  abm'e 
Taluc.  It  was  observed  on  Dec.  2,  1691,  at  7**  22*  52%  as  apjx'ars  by  the  printed  copy  of  the 
Histarifi  Catestis.  But,  on  referring  to  the  original  MS  entry,  there  U wriiteu  in  the  margin 
“ eerie  2P  52";’*  and  Hamsleetl  had  made  the  alteration  in  part  of  his  computation  of  this 
star  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  360  and  361  ; but  had  not  continued  it  through  the  whole  process 
I have  here  corrected  it.  Tlie  true  position  is  given  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712. 

68.  27  Cassiopett  y.  The  decimation  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cixlahgue  is  4*59®  2^  40";  which 
has  been  deduced  from  tlie  observadou  made  on  Dec.  2,  1691,  after  7**  23*  29*;  as  may  be  seen 
in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  361.  But  it  ap{iears  that  2 years’  precession  haa  been  omitted : I have 
therefore  deducted  40"  from  the  above  value. 

69-  28  Castiopetr  v*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  t.’,  in  Bayer’s  map : but,  as  it 
may  he  doubted  w hether  such  letter  l>elongs  to  26  CassiopeeTt  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed 
has  annexed  U to  each,  which  1 have  Uierefore  retained. 

90.  36  Aruirtmeda.  The  declimtion  of  ihU  star  in  ll^  British  Catalogue  is  +2I®  57'  40".  It 

Has  oijscrved  by  Flam»toe«l  on  Nov.  17, 1693,  at  ^ 27“  8*;  and  regularly  rcducetl  by  him  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  {Mige  287.  But  in  applying  the  annual  precession  he  appears  to  have  made  an 
error  of  1%  which  I have  here  corrected. 

91.  21  Ceti,  This  star  is  omitted  in  Flamsteed’s  map  of  Cetus. 

92.  67  Piscium  k.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed,  on  Dec.  21,  1689,  at  5''  50*  49',  it 
U stated  that  it  has  a companion  following  it,  to  tlie  south  : which  is  probably  tbe  same  as  that 
obscrve<l  by  I..aUindc  in  Hist.  Cit.^  pAge  27,  at  0*  46“  0*,3,  mag.  7|. 

93.  37  Andromedee  p.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + '16®  47'  25"  : hut 
there  is  an  error  in  copying  out  the  minutes,  as  it  should  be  48  instead  of  47.  See  MSS,  vol. 
23,  ]>age  388;  and  vol.  25,  page  119,  where  the  smirce  of  the  error  is  manifest.  I have  here 
made  the  correction ; which  agrees  witl)  the  value  given  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712. 

93.  38  AndromedfP  r,.  The  dedinatimi  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  +21®  45'  25".  h 
has  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  the  observation  made  on  Nov.  17,  1693,  after  8*  27"  8* ; 
as  npjicars  by  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  287,  compared  with  vol.  26  B,  page  21.  But  in  applying  the 
annual  precession  fm  4 years  he  has  made  an  error  of  1%  which  I have  here  corrcctod. 

97.  23  Ceti  Tliis  star  ia  marked  as  of  the  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalt^e : but  it  is 

always  designated  as  tlie  6tli  in  the  observation  book  ; and  which  I have  Uicrcfore  rrtaimHl.  Sec 
the  Note  to  No.  63. 

98.  .19  Andromeiist.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  CtUaiogue  is  +39®  41'  15"  It 

was  obscrvcil  by  Hamsteed  on  Oct.  31,  1691,  at  9*'  45“  1 1* ; and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 

vol.  23,  )tage  283.  But  in  liic  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  an  error  of  1',  which  1 have 
here  corrected. 
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99.  69  Pisciviti  Thia  is  the  same  stAr  m 40  Andromeda.  The  positiiM)  of  69  Piscium  ia  stated 
by  Flanwteed  to  be  iK  = U°  29^  0",  1)  = +30®  7'  40'" : and  the  poeition  of  40 

to  be  >R  = 11°30'0^,  D = +30®  8'  15".  I have  taken  the  mean  of  the  two,  for  the  currect 
value. 

100.  70  Piscium.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  Ujc  British  f7a/ofo^ue  is  +6®  13'  10":  hut  on 
euntpariiiK  the  zenith  diatance  with  that  of  i and  s Pitcium^  ubacn'cd  on  llic  same  daVt  it  will 
be  seen  that  an  error  of  2'  has  been  made,  which  I have  here  corrected. 

103.  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  3, 1697,  at  7**  27"  22*  i but  I do  not  find  that 
he  has  any  where  reduced  this  observation.  It  is  tlie  star  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Mist.  Cel. 
page  573,  at  0^  5.3”  40*, 5,  mag.  6. 

104.  30  Cassioftea  fb.  This  star  exista,  but  I cannot  find  a perfect  observation  of  it  by  Flamstml. 
The  ]K)eitiuu,  as  given  m the  present  catalt^e,  is  taken  from  Halley’s  edition  td*  1712:  but 
the  same  value  is  also  to  be  found  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  382.  Flamsteed’s  position  is  imper* 
feet,  inasmuch  as  the  right  ascension  is  not  given  : it  was  deduced  from  the  observaUun  nutde 
on  Dec.  2,  1691.  Tlie  star  is  there  called  S : but,  in  M.SS,  vol.  23,  page  361,  Flamsteed  has 
erased  9 with  tlie  pen,  and  insertecl  ^ instead  thereof ; and  in  l^agc  382  of  the  same  btK>k,  w here 
he  has  collected  the  stars  of  this  constellatiim  in  the  order  of  right  ascension,  this  same  star  is 
inserted  as  whereas  the  observation  properly  belongs  to  !/.  1 apprehend  that  neither  the 
right  ascensum  nor  declination  can  be  depended  u]>on.  It  was  observed  also,  by  Flamsteed, 
with  the  sextant 

105.  26  Celt.  Miss  Herschcl  says  there  it  no  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamateed : but  it  wus 
observed  by  him  on  Aug.  24,  1704,  at  1.3*'  49“  39*;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C, 
{>age  33. 

107.  73  Piscium.  One  of  the.  observations  of  this  star,  via,  that  made  on  Nov.  3,  1703,  at 
O'*  26”  53*,  has  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33 ; and  in  deducing  the 
right  ascension  he  hat,  fn>m  some  cause  or  atmther,  committed  an  error  of  about  3”  40*=:  55' 
in  sjiace.  \Mtencc  lias  arisen  the  introduction  of  24  Celt  into  the  British  Catalogue ; whose 
{ueiliuu  as  there  given  is  ill  11®  17' 30",  and  l)=  + 3®59'5";  but  w hich  <^naequently 
does  uut  exist. 

109.  76  Piscium  c*.  There  is  only  one  sur  designated  by  the  letter  s’,  in  Bayer’s  map:  but,  as  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  69  Piscium,  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed 
has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  f have  therefore  retained. 

113.  75 /Vxcium.  The  right  Bflccusiou  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cuialogue  it  12®  18' 30".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  29,  1 692,  at  7**  42”  55‘,  and  Oct.  11,  1 697,  at  11*  8”  22* : 
and  both  of  them  have  liccn  reduced  by  him.  On  examining  the  steps  of  the  process  in  M8S. 
vol.  23,  page  153,  I find  he  has  made  a mistake  of  1”  in  the  time  of  this  star,  in  the  first  ob- 
aervatinn;  and  that  15'  in  space  should  consequently  be  added  to  the  value  above  stated.  In 
the  second  observation  he  has  deduced  the  value  correctly  (page  436)  : but  conceiving  (hat  the 
first  value  was  accurate,  he  has  expressed  a doubt  in  the  margin,  and  deducted  1”  from  the 
result.  I have  here  correcietl  these  errors. 

114.  41  yln(/ronW<7'.  The  letter  d is  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  Cu/ofo^ue:  but,  os  there  is 

no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it 
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IIS.  42  Andnmi‘d<T  4>.  The  declination  of  thi*  »l*r  in  the  Britink  Catalo^e  is  -f  45®  35'  55"; 
which  it  deduced  from  the  olMiervations  made  ou  Oct,  3l»  169J*  at  O'*  5I*  16‘;  and  which  has 
l>een  re^larljr  reduced  by  Fianitteed  in  MSS»  toI.  23,  page  5h<3.  But  in  applying  the  annual 
preccation  he  ha*  made  an  error  of  1',  which  I have  here  connected. 

119.  — Cfusiopete.  Observed  by  FlamBtccd  onl>ecember  2, 1691,aller  7**  31"  1*,  and  again  on  Dec. 
5,  1693,  after  7^  24'*:  the  time  in  both  case*  being  uncertain.  ItU  inserted  in  lialley 'sedition 
of  1712 ; and  ha*  been  observed  by  Bradley,  «here  the  right  ascension  in  hi*  catalogue  should 
be  13°  57'  59", 7 instead  of  13°  59'  48", 8,  as  errooeously  printed. 

120.  32  Cassiopca.  The  star,  designated  by  Flamsteed  as  29  Caxtiopt€Py  d»K*  not  exUt  in  the  place 
pointed  out  by  him,  viz.  M = 11®  2^  0",  I)  =+  63®  22'  0".  It  is  the  same  star  as  32 
CatsiopcfT.  There  are  two  observations  of  it:  one  on  Dec.  2,  1691,  at  7“  31“  T ; the  other 
on  Dec.  5,  1693,  at  7*‘  24“.  In  both  cases  the  star  No.  1 19  of  the  present  catalogue  was  ob> 
serreti  at  the  sonic  time;  which  identities  the  star  in  question.  The  observation  of  1691  is 
that  from  which  Flamsteed  has  deduced  (he  position  of  29  Cauiopea ; but  it  has  been  remarked 
by  MiM  llcrachcl  that  there  ie  probably  an  error  of  6“  in  noting  down  (he  time;  and  that 
7^  31“  r,  should  be  7^  37“  I*.  This  would  reconcile  the  two  observations  : and  although  there 
is  no  appearance  of  such  error  in  the  original  entry  in  the  fniokt^  yet  as  it  is  a mistake  very' 
likely  to  occur  in  transcribing  it  from  the  slate,  or  the  Jirst  notes,  I have  adopted  her  solution 
of  the  diihcuUy. 

122  30  Ct'ti,  The  dccUnation  of  thi*  star  in  the  CaLUogue  is  — 11®  26'  5" : but  there  is 

evidently  an  error  of  about  1]^',  by  comparing  iu  i^ith  distance  with  that  of  other  stars  ob- 
served on  the  same  day.  In  Halley's  edition  of  I7l2uis  — 11®  27' 25",  which  is  much  more 
near  to  the  true  value ; and  which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

129-  — Pisciim.  Ohsened  by  Flamslcped  on  Dec.  17, 1691,  at  6’’  33"  .^O*,  and  Nov.  29,  1692,  at 
7*'  46“  26‘;  and  both  observations  have  been  reduced  by  him.  But  in  the  6rst  of  them  he  has 
made  a mistake  of  10^  in  deducing  the  north  polar  distance  from  the  zenith  distance,  as  may  be 
seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  1 53  : and  he  probably  rejected  them  on  account  of  their  diacordaoev. 
It  is  Piazzi  O.  311. 

132  83  PiJciwmr.  Tlic  declination  of  this  star  in  the  5nt*VA  ia -h  2^  24' 25".  Altliough 

there  are  5 oln^r^'ations  of  it,  yet  its  position  is  deduced  from  that  made  on  Dec.  21,  1689,  at 
6*  6“  3' : and  in  copying  out  the  zenith  distance  into  the  computation  book,  MSS,  vol.  23, 
page  149.  he  has  copied  out  the  uncorrcctcd  zenith  distance;  whereby  an  error  of  1'  10"  has 
been  made  in  the  declination,  which  I have  here  corrected. 

136.  — Piscium,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  30,  1697,  at  7*  46*  34*;  and  lias  been  regu- 
larly reduced  by  him.  Why  it  was  not  inserted  in  his  catalogue  I am  unable  to  discover.  It 
was  observed  by  Lulande  in  Hisl.  Cel,  page  350,  at  1"  2*  2P,0,  mag.  9. 

141.  — ~ Cassiopete.  Observed  by  Hamstced  on  Dec.  5,  1693,  at  7^  29“  36*:  and  has  since  l>ecn 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hisi.  Cel.  page  375,  at  P 4“  3*, 5,  mag.  8. 

142.  86  Pitcium  This  star  is  stated,  lu  the  British  Calatogue,  to  be  of  the  4lh  magiiitude  : but 
in  the  original  observatioua  it  is  no  where  stated  to  be  more  than  the  5th ; and  in  one  place  it 
is  marked  as  the  6th,  but  afterwards  altered  to  the  5ih,  which  I have  retained.  Piazzi  makes 
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it  of  the  6th.  In  Bajer*s  map  it  it  placed  at  if  situate  in  norOt  latitude ; which  I apprehend 
has  arisen  from  an  error  in  Tycho’s  catalogue. 

143.  — l*iscium.  01*served  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  9,  1695,  at  1 1*“  22'*  29*,  and  Not.  13,1100, 
at  S'*  59*  30*.  It  is  Piazzi  1.  17  ; and  has  been  also  obscr^'cd  by  Bradley  and  Mayer. 

145.  — Ceti.  Observexl  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  10, 1699,  at  1"  I"  8*.  It  is  the  star  observed  by 
Lalaiide  in  Hist.  CH,  page  247,  at  1*  3*  44',  mag.  8j. 

147.  37  Ceti.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  CiUaiagite : but,  in  the 
original  entries,  it  is  twice  designated  as  5^,  and  once  as  the  7tb;  I have  therefore  taken  the 
mean. 

148.  38  Celt.  There  is  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination,  of  4-  0",  27 : but  this 
will  increase  the  difference  of  declination  to  — 86'^,  0.  I cannot  account  for  so  great  a 
diKordancc. 

149.  — Cefi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  10, 1699,  after  7^  7"*  34*,  and  is  probably  the  same  as 
that  observed  by  Lalaiide,  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  250,  at  4*  58*,  6,  mag.  8. 

150.  35  Cassiopffp.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  =:  15°  26'  O'',  and 
D =4  63°  21'  40".  It  was  obsenred  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  11,  1693,  at  11*  IT"  0*  circiier  ; 
but  supposing  this  to  be  the  time,  or  nearly  the  time  of  transit,  it  is  evident,  on  comparing  it 
with  the  transit  of  other  stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  that  an  error  of  I*  has  been  made  in 
the  computation ; which  I have  here  corrected  by  deducting  15'  from  the  above  value.  With 
respect  to  the  declination,  I And,  on  referring  to  MSS,  vol.  26  B,  page  13,  that  an  error  of  20' 
has  been  made  either  by  the  printer  or  the  transcriber,  which  I have  also  rectified. 

152.  34  Cassiopea  This  star  has  not  any  letter  attached  to  it,  in  the  British  Caialogw : but  it 
is  in  Bayer's  map,  which  I have  here  annexed.  In  the  or^nal  entry  of  the  observation  of 
this  star  on  Dec.  2,  1691,  the  time  of  transit  is  marked  as  n'rio/a. 

155.  41  Ceti.  This  star  is  marked  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  in  the 
original  entry,  it  is  designated  as  the  7th ; which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

159.  46  Andromeda  This  star  has  uo  letter  attached  to  it  in  the  British  CtUalogue  : but  it  is  0 
in  Bayer's  map;  which  letter  Flamsteed  has  erroneously  affixed  to  49  Andromeda.  I have 
restored  the  correct  reading. 

167.  38  Cassiopea  A.  I cannot  account  for  the  great  difference  in  the  declination  of  this  star,  as  I 
do  not  detect  any  considerable  error.  In  Bayer's  map  it  is  designated  by  the  letter  At  which 
Flamsteed  has  omitted  in  the  British  Catalogue : 1 have  therefore  restored  it  here. 

168.  48  Andromeda  at.  This  star  has  no  letter  attached  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  it  is 
w in  Bayer’s  map,  which  I have  here  annexed. 

no.  94  Pisriwn.  This  star  ia  marked  by  Piazxi  as  of  the  6^  magnitude  only. 

174.  49  Andromeda  A.  This  star  is  called  ^ in  the  British  CiUalogue : but  that  letter  properly 
belongs  to  46  Andromeda.  Sec  No.  159  above.  It  is  in  fact  denoted  by  A in  Bayer's  map, 
which  I have  here  restored. 

179.  48  Ced.  There  are  three  obaervatioiis  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed : but  that  on  Dec.  14,  1691, 
at  7*  6*  2*,  has  been  erroneously  reduced  by  him  in  right  ascension  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  175, 
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inumuch  as  he  made  an  error  not  only  of  one  whole  hour  (equal  to  15^  2'  30"  according  to 
the  rate  of  bis  dock  at  that  time)  but  also  of  1**  46*  in  another  part  of  Uie  proccaa : the  difference 
being  equal  to  14*^  36'  0".  Whereby  he  haa  considered  It  to  be  a totelly  different  star, 
viz.  74  Ceii : whose  |>uaition  in  the  British  Caiaingue  is  ss  33®  13'  45"  and  D = 
— 23°  14'  35",  but  which  consequently  docs  not  exist. 

180.  40  Cassiopf^.  This  star  has  the  letter  h annexed  to  it,  in  liie  Brittsh  Catalogue:  hut,  as 
there  ia  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

IS2.  — Piscium.  Obsened  by  Flamsteed  on  October  31,  1705,  at  10**  12“  53*;  and  has  since 
been  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  204,  at  1*  21“  44*,  5,  insg.  7. 

184.  50  Androme<i<^.  This  star  is  marked  as  u in  the  British  Caiaiogve : but  the  atar,  so  designated 
in  Bayer’s  map,  is  No.  199  of  the  present  catalogue  : I have  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

185.  — Ceti.  01)served  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  28,  1704,  at  14^  5“  .50*;  and  has  since  been  ub» 

served  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  119,  at  1^  23“  41*,  5,  mag.  74^ : aherc  M.  Argelandcr 
thinks  that  an  error  ia  made  in  recording  the  transits  of  the  star,  by  the  wires;  and  that  the 
readings  give  the  1st  and  2nd  wires  instead  of  the  2nd  and  3rd.  Five  observations  made  by  him 
at  Abo  ^Tc  the  position  of  this  star  fur  1830  = 1**  26"  3*,  38  and  D s + 0®  5'  I",  8. 

187.  51  Andromeda.  This  atar  is  called  v in  the  British  Caiaiogue;  which  letter  has  also  been 
affixed  to  50  Andromeda : and  it  ia  called  R*  by  Piazzi.  It  ia  in  fact  v Persei : and  I have 
therefore  rejected  the  letter  here.  In  the  British  Catalogue  it  is  also  said  to  be  of  the  5th 
magnitude  : but  it  is  nowhere  so  stated  in  the  original  observationa.  On  the  contrary*  it  is 
marketl  as  of  the  3}  magnitude  in  the  oWervation  of  October  31,  1691,  at  10*'  18"  42*,  5 ; 
which  corresponds  with  Piazzi ; and  which  I have  therefore  retained.  In  the  printed  copy  of 
the  Historia  CoBlestis  on  November  20, 1693,  at  ^ 52"  49*.  it  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magni- 
tude : but  here  he  hat  evidently  mistaken  the  star ; and  on  referring  to  the  ori^nal^  1 find  it 
marked  as  of  ilie  6tli. 

189.  42  Cassiopea . The  star  designated  as  41  Cassinpeat  whose  position  in  the  British  CoUdoguv 
is  iR  ss  19°  50'  0",  and  I)  s q-  71°  2'  10",  dues  not  exist.  The  alar  here  alluded  to  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  16,  1691,  at  7*  3“  29^;  and  again  on  Dec.  5,  1693,  at 
7‘  51“  45*.  These  are  botli  42  Cassiopett : but  Flamsteed,  in  copying  out  the  zenith  distance 
df  the  Orst  observation,  has  made  a mistake  of  as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  MSS,  vut. 
23,  pages  362  and  363  : and  which  has  led  him  into  the  error  of  suppuaing  this  to  be  a diffcreiu 
star  from  that  uliserved  in  1693.  Tlie  present  star  has  (be  letter  g annexed  to  it,  in  the  British 
Catalogue  : hut,  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  iiisp,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

190.  43  Castioj^ee  u.  This  star  ia  called  c by  Flamsteed  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  it  is  desig- 
nated as  at  by  Bayer : and  in  one  of  the  MS  catalogues  belonging  t»  Flamsteed,  1 6nd  a 
query,  in  pencil,  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  so  denominated.  1 have  restored  the  correct 
reading. 

191.  102  Piscium  tc.  In  the  observation  of  thia  star  by  Flamsteed,  on  Nov.  28,  1689,  at  8^  17*  57*, 
he  aaya  that  it  haa  a companion  following  it,  to  the  south,  and  dialmit  5':  which  is  Piszzi  1.  126. 

192.  50  Ceti.  The.  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  CtUalogue  is  — 16°  59*  0".  The  obser- 
vation from  which  it  has  been  deduced  was  made  on  Dec.  lU,  1691,  at  7*' 27“  41*;  as  moy  be 
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•e€U  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  175.  Bui  ihc  result  is  eridently  erroneous,  as  its  senith  distance 
diitered  only  17'  from  that  of  49  Cwf  obsen.'ed  on  the  same  day.  In  fact,  it  appears  that  cer- 
laiu  corrcctiuus  have  been  applied  to  the  place  of  tlus  latter  star,  which  have  been  onutted  in 
the  present  star.  I have  therefore  increased  the  declination  45". 

193.  52  Andromeda  This  star  it  denoted  by  the  Greek  letter  X in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  16 
Andromeda  has  been  already  expressed  by  that  letter.  Bayer  calls  it  : and  as  Flamsteed 
professed  to  follow  Bayer,  I have  examined  all  the  MSS  catalogues  belonging  to  Flamsteed,  and 
find  that  it  is  universally  called  y.  I presume  therefore  that  it  is  a tyiMigraphical  error,  and  have 
altered  it  accordingly. 

199.  — Andromeda  v.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  2. 1691,  at  10'’  H"  51*;  and  was  r^u- 
larly  reduced  by  him,  with  the  other  stars  observed  on  that  day.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley's  edi' 
t ion  of  1712,  from  which  the  position  in  this  catalogue  is  taken.  It  is  Piazzi  I.  142  s (41 
Hey.)  Andromeda : and  is  the  star  designated  hy  the  letter  t>  in  Bayer's  map;  which  I have 
here  relaiucd. 

200.  1 TrianguU.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  9,  1695,  at  9*  46"*:  hut  the  time  is  noted  to 
the  nearest  minute  only.  Nevertheless  Flamsteed  has  considered  this  ss  the  correct  time  of 
transit ; and  reduced  it  accordingly  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  269.  Its  right  ascension  ought  to 
be  increased  about  32* (ass' in  arc),  in  order  to  make  it  correspond  with  Piazzi  1. 148;  which 
star  it  undoubtedly  ia.  In  the  British  Caitilogue,  this  star,  as  well  as  11  TrianguU^  is  desig* 
iiated  by  the  letter  d;  but,  as  no  such  letter  exists  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  rejected  it  in  each 
place. 

201.  54  Andromeda.  This  is  called  ^ in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  tliat  letter  has  already  been 
affixed  by  Flamsteed  to  42  Andromeda.  It  is  in  fact  ^ Persei : and  I have  therefore  rejected 
the  letter  here. 

202  106  Piscium  v.  This  is  tlic  same  as  51  Celt : whose  right  ascension  and  declination,  however, 
as  given  in  the  British  Cataloguct  exceed  106  PiVcium,  by  5". 

203.  — Cossiopca.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  2,  1691,  at  8“  10"  48*.  It  is  Piazzi  I.  159, 

204-  2 Arietis.  This  is  the  same  as  107  Piscium.  In  the  British  Cu'ofoyue,  however,  it  exceeds 
that  star  35"  in  right  ascension,  and  5"  in  declination.  It  is  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  ort- 
9ifiof  entries,  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

205.  109  Pisrium.  The  star  designated  by  Flamsteed  as  108  Pisdtsm  does  not  exist;  its  position 
in  the  British  Catalogue  is  = 22"  O'  30",  and  D = + 21®  31'  50" ; that  is,  about  3®  more 
north  than  109  Piscium.  It  was  observed  on  Oct.  11,  1697,  at  11“  46"  5*,  and  its  observed 
zenith  distance  per  linras  dtagonales  is  there  stated  to  be  30®  1'  5";  which  Flamsteed  him 
presumed  to  be  the  true  value,  and  reduced  it  accordingly.  But  per  slrias  cochlea  this  zenith 
distance  ought  to  be  increased  3";  and  the  star  then  proves  to  be  109  Piscium.  In  the  British 
Catalogue^  this  star  ia  said  to  be  of  the  8th  magnitude;  it  being  so  marked  in  the  observation 
of  Nov.  29, 1692,  at  8“  20'“  37*.  But  in  the  original  entr>-  of  Oct.  1 1,  1697,  at  ] 1“  46"  5*,  it 
ia  marked  as  of  the  6^  m^nitude,  which  corresponds  with  Piazzi ; and  which  1 have  therefore 
retained. 

208.  3 Arietis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  -f  15®  49'  5";  which  is 
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deduced  from  the  obeervetion  made  on  Oct.  31,  1105,  it  26"  42*;  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS, 
vol.  26  C,  page  34.  But  in  the  step!  of  the  proceM  he  has  made  two  errora,  amounting  to 
r 20^';  and  which  1 have  added  to  the  value  above  elated.  Pia^zi  eutca  (Note  to  No.  114) 
that  he  could  not  discover  this  star : but  it  was  seen  by  Bradley,  Lalande,  and  Bessel. 

209.  4 Arietis.  In  the  obsenration  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  21,  1690,  at  8^  36“  12*,  be 
states  that  it  has  a small  companion  to  the  north.  Probably  l*iazzi  I.  114. 

212.  46  Cassiopete.  The  letter  d is  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  BriHsh  Catalogue^  end  also  to 
4 Ca^siopece : but,  as  there  is  no  such  star  in  Baycr*s  map,  ! have  rejected  it  in  both  places. 

213.  2 Pertei  I am  not  satisfied  with  the  designation  of  this  star,  as  it  docs  not  well  accord  with 
the  star  so  called  in  Bayer’s  map. 

214.  1 Arietis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalwpur  is  20®  46'  O'':  it  was 
observed  on  Nov.  18,  1695,  at  9^  18"  16*;  but  it  is  evident,  on  comparing  the  oWervation  of 
this  star  with  those  of  y,  ^ and  A Arietis  made  on  the  same  day,  that  an  error  of  10*  in  time 
has  been  made  in  the  reduction.  This  is  confirmed  by  an  inspection  uf  the  MSS,  vol.  23, 
page  8,  where  the  error  is  manifest.  I have  therefore  added  2^  30'  to  Flamstced'a  value ; and 
it  will  then  agree  with  Piazzi  I.  119. 

216.  54  Ceti.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  23®  52^  0".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  19,  1104,  at  IS*"  2“  T;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS.  vol.  26  C, 
p^te  33  : but,  by  comparing  ita  time  of  tranait  with  that  of  other  stars  ubeerved  on  the  same 
day,  it  is  evident  that  he  has  made  an  error  uf  I".  I have  therefore  deducted  15' from  the 
value  above  given ; and  it  will  now  cnrrevpotMl  with  modern  observations. 

219.  41  Cassiopete.  This  star  is  marked,  in  the  British  Calaloguef  as  of  the  5th  magnitude: 
wliich  is  erroneous.  There  is  hut  one  observation  of  it,  which  was  made  on  Dec.  16,  1691,  at 
I**  19*  51*;  and  in  the  original  entry  it  was  first  marked  as  of  the  6(h  magnitude,  and  after* 
wards  altered  to  the  1th ; which  figure  has  been  evidently  mistaken  for  a 5.  1 have  therefore 

restored  the  correct  value ; which  will  agree  with  modem  observations. 

222.  — Cassinpea.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  24,  1108,  at  O’*  5“  0*;  but  it  doe*  not 
appear  to  have  been  reduced  by  him.  It  is  the  same  as  that  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cil. 
page  318,  at  44“  25*, 8,  msg.  6j^. 

223.  48  Cassiope<P.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  CtUalogae  is  +69^  23'  55";  wliich 
ia  deduced  from  the  observation  made  on  Uec.  16,  1691,  after  1*  21*  24*:  as  may  be  seen  in 
MSS,  vol.  26  B,  page  36,  compared  with  vol.  23,  page  363.  But  in  copying  out  the  polar 
distance  from  this  latter  volume  he  has  made  an  error  of  45",  which  I have  here  corrected. 
The  letter  e is  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  CfUalogue^  and  also  to  I Cassiopect : but  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map  I have  rejected  it  in  both  places. 

228.  50  Cassiopete.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter/,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it 

229.  1 Arietis.  There  ia  no  magnitude  annexed  to  this  star,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  in  the 
ori^nal  entries,  it  is  once  desgnated  as  the  8th,  once  as  the  1th,  and  once  as  the  6th  ; 1 have 
therefore  taken  the  mean. 

231.  51  Cassiopete.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  16, 1691,  at  I**  23*  30*;  and  not  at  8^  23*  30*, 
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ai  Min  Henchel  imiginn.  Tlie  zenith  diatance  also  is,  by  Flamsteed,  reckoned  ptr  lineax 
ihagonaleSy  and  not  per  strias  cochletfy  aa  majr  be  seen  in  MSS,  vot.  26  B,  page  34.  The  right 
ascension,  in  order  to  agree  with  Bradley’s  determination,  should  be  diminished  10'  15^,6  ; but 
I cannot  account  for  the  discordance,  unless  it  be  an  error  of  40*  in  the  time  of  transit  The 
other  observation  on  Dec.  5,  1G93,  wliich  in  Min  Hcrachel’s  opinion  belongs  to  this  star,  is 
that  of  No.  370  in  the  present  catalogue.  There  is  »o  magnitude  annexed  to  this  star,  in  the 
original  entry  ; but  Piazzi  considers  it  to  be  of  the  Btb. 

232.  52  CatsiopecB.  1 These  two  stars  were  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  11,  169-3;  and  have 
234.  53  Cassiopca.  » been  r^ularly  reduced  by  him,  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS.vol.  26  B,  pages 
13  and  34.  ( apprehend  that  in  transcribing  the  zenith  distances,  or  from  some  other  cause, 

their  north  polar  distances  have  been  interchanged,  in  the  Britiik  CaUdogue.  fa  fact,  the 
original  entry  is  confuted,  and  stands  thus: — 
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By  which  it  would  appear  (hat  the  timea  of  transit  only  ought  to  have  been  interchanged,  and 
not  the  zenith  distances.  I have  therefore  rectified  the  errors.  The  relative  poaitkma  of  these 
two  stars  are  correctly  given  in  Flamsteed's  maps. 

237.  56  Cell.  This  star  is  marked,  in  the  British  Catalogue ^ as  of  the  4th  magnitude  ; which  is 
erroneous.  There  ia  but  one  observation  of  it,  by  Flamsteed,  which  was  on  Nov.  30,  1689,  at 
8**  33"  14*;  where  it  is  said  to  be  the  least  of  the  two  stars,  which  he  had  considered  to  be 
designated  by  the  letter  v;  and  consequently  it  should  be  of  less  magnitude  than  59  Ceti; 
which,  in  the  original  entry,  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude.  I have  therefore  altered 
Flamsteed's  value  to  the  6lh,  which  corresponds  with  Piazzi.  In  the  Britith  Catalogue  this 
star  ia  marked  as  u* : but  the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  is  59  Ceti.  I have 
therefore  rejected  it  here. 

238.  58  Ceti.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  26^  19'  30".  It  was 
observed  on  Nov.  21, 1698,  at  9"  17"  9* : and,  on  examining  the  step*  of  the  process,  by  which 
this  value  has  been  obtained  in  MSS,  vnl.  23,  page  177,  it  appears  that  Flamsteed  has  made  a 
mistake  of  3 minutes  in  time.  Wc  must  therefore  deduct  45’  from  the  value  given  by  him  : 
which  I have  accordingly  done.  This  star  ia  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British 
Catalogue:  but  in  the  original  entry  it  is  designated  aa  the  7th;  which  1 have  therefore 
retained. 

239.  — Arietis.  Obsened  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  28,  1693,  at  8**  39*"  51*,  5 : it  is  Piazzi  I.  222. 

240.  — Arietis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  18,  1691,  at  7*'  18"  38*;  and  again  on  Dec.  24, 
at  6^  55*  21* : and  although  the  two  observations  differ  7*  in  right  ascension,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  this  star  ia  Piazzi  I.  223  = 68  Mayer.  In  the  original  MS  entry  there  ia  the 
mark  of  uncertainty  placed  against  the  time  of  transit  of  the  second  observation. 

241.  54  Catsiopets.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6lh  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but 
in  the  original  entry  it  ia  designated  as  the  7th ; which  I have  here  retained. 
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245.  57  Ceii.  This  star  is  marked,  in  the  Brxtith  Calalogxu;^  as  of  the  5th  roagnitode : but  in  tlrr 

ori^nal  entry  of  the  only  observation  that  was  made  of  it,  on  Not.  30, 16H9,  at  8*  16',  it 

is  distinctly  marked  *'  6”  lucts  vel  min<w.*’  1 have  therefore  altered  it, 

246.  59  Ceil  v,  Flamsteed  has  marked  this  star  as  i.-*:  but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by 

that  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  which  is  evidently  tins  star.  In  the  original  entry  of  the  obser- 

vation of  this  star  on  Doc.  10,  1699,  at  7*  53*  43',  it  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude:  b\u 
I have  not  made  any  alteration  here. 

247.  113  Ihsdum  a.  This  star  is  marked  by  Piazzi  as  of  the  5th  magnitude  only. 

249.  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  15,  1705, at  9^  42" 20*,  5;  it  was  not  observed 
by  Lalancle ; but  it  may  be  found  in  Eesecl's  Zone  130  at  54"  O',  80,  mag.  7. 

252.  11  Arietis.  In  the  observations  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  27,  1690,  at  ^ 54"  \\ 

it  is  stated  that  it  has  a small  companion,  following  it.  This  accompanying  star  is  also  men- 
tioned by  Piazzi  in  his  note  to  I.  255 ; and  it  was  obsened  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  CH.  page  30,  at 
54"  53*.  Bradley,  Piazzi,  and  Lalandc,  make  it  precede  1 1 Arietis : but  Flamsteed  says  it 
foUoiD*  that  star. 

254.  13  Arietis  a.  This  star  is  twice  called  of  the  2nd  magnitude,  in  tbe  printed  copy  of  the  His- 
toria  CceUstu  i but  there  is  no  denomination  annexed  in  the  original  entries.  Piazzi  says 
it  is  of  the  3rd  mi^itudc. 

256.  5 Persei  h.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  14,  1694,  at  5"  30"  56';  and  regularly  reduced 
in  MSS,  Tol.  23,  page  293 : but  tbe  obeervations  of  that  day  are  not  printed  in  tbe  Hiiioria 
Calestis.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  tbe  British  Catalogue ; but  it  is  A in  Bayer’s 
map,  which  Flamsteed  has  erroneously  annexed  to  6 Persei.  There  are  also  two  other  imperfect 
observations  of  it,  in  the  original  MSS  : one  on  Dec.  19,  1693,  after  7'  18"  52*,  where  the 
zenith  distance  is  given  per  sirias  cochlea  = 105*39:  and  another  on  Jan.  4,  1694,  at 
6^  10"  32*,  where  the  original  MS  entry  stands  thus  : viz., 

Sat  ^ t O 

6 5 7 Arietis  a , ♦ 

10  32  /Vrret  exit.  . , . 4 40  0 

11  58  . 

12  5 

10  10  55]^  Geminorvm  ij  , , 28  59  0 

257.  55  Cassiopea.  This  star  is  not  the  < in  Bayer's  map,  which  belongs  to  Piazzi  II.  72;  a star 
of  the  4th  magnitude,  which  was  not  observed  by  Flamsteed. 

261.  6 Persei.  The  letter  A is  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  tliat  letter 
belongs  to  5 Persei.  1 have  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

262.  5 Trianguli.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  Bfiluh  Catalogue  is  28°  35^  O'' : it  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  9,  1695,  at  lO**  15"  4';  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
page  269 ; where  it  will  be  seen  that  Flamsteed  has  erroneously  copied  out  the  time  of  transit 
as  lO^*  16"  4';  and  that  he  has  consequently  made  the  right  ascension  too  great  by  15';  which 
1 have  here  corrected.  Its  right  ascension  has  also  been  deduced  per  distantias,  in  MSS, 
vol.  62  D,  page  26;  which  confirms  the  correction  here  made.  Flamsteed  has  not  reduced 
the  second  observation  made  on  Dec.  13,  1695. 
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365.  16  ArieHs.  This  gtar  is  marked,  in  the  British  Catahyguej  as  of  the  8th  magnitude:  but  in 
the  oriffinai  entries  it  is  marked  once  as  the  8th  and  once  as  the  6th.  I have  therefore  assumed 
it  to  be  of  the  7th  magnitude ; which  will  accord  with  Piazzi. 

267.  6 Trianguli.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  U + 28®  50'  40".  The 
observation  from  which  it  has  been  deduced  was  made  on  Dec.  31,  1689,  at  7'*  5"  41*;  as  may 
be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  269,  compared  with  p^c  330.  But  in  the  steps  of  the  process 
he  has  made  an  error  of  I'  which  I hare  here  corrected.  In  the  British  Catafogue  this  star  is 
designated  by  the  letter  i : but  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Baycr*s  ma|>,  1 hare  here  rejected  it. 

270.  63  Celt.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  28°  43'  30" : but  an 
error  of  1*  in  time  has  been  made  in  the  reduction.  'There  are  two  observations  of  it  by  Flam* 
steed  : one  on  Nov.  21,  1698,  at  9*’  30*  43*,  and  the  otJier  on  Nov.  25  in  the  aame  year,  at 
O'*  13*  14*.  On  examining  the  original  MS  entry,  1 6nd  that  the  6tst  observation  was  origi* 
nally  entered  9**  20*  43*,  but  the  20  has  been  altered  with  the  pen  to  30  : and  the  following 
note  is  made  in  the  margin,  **  Query  29*  43*,"  and  Flamsteed  has  so  assumed  it  in  his  com* 
putations : See  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  176  and  177.  This  aUeration  was  aAcrwards  made,  as  1 
imagine,  from  discovering  the  discordance  in  the  two  observationa : but  it  is  evident,  on  com* 
paring  the  observation  of  this  star  with  tliat  of  s Ctii  made  on  the  same  day,  that  the  error  is 
in  the  observation  of  Nov.  25th ; and  that  the  time  O**  13*  14',  should  be  9**  14*  14*.  I have 
therefore  added  15'  to  Flamsteed’s  value. 

271.  18  Arietis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct,  25,  1695,  at  11^  19*  7’:  and  r^ularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  6:  but  I cannot  6nd  any  star  that  will  correspond  with  the  dedi* 
nation  here  ^ven.  In  the  MS  volume  above  mentioned  it  is  marked  as  doubtful:  and  on 
referring  to  the  original  MS  entry  (in  MSS,  vol.  6)  it  appears  as  if  the  zenith  distance  had 
been  altered  with  the  {>cn;  but  1 cannot  ascertain  the  original  6gures:  and  it  is  evident  that 
Flamsteed  suspected  some  discordancy,  as  the  reading  per  stricu  cochlea  it  not  inserted  in  the 
margin,  agreeably  to  bis  usual  practice.  If  we  suppose  an  error  of  6'  in  the  zenith  distance, 
and  that  the  declination  were  diminished  to  that  amount,  the  star  will  correspond  with  Piazzi 
II.  12. 

273.  65  Ceti  ^ \ This  is  supposed  by  Flamsteed  to  be  the  6rst  of  tbe  two  stars  designated  by  the 
letter  in  Bayer’s  map : but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  this  star,  or  to 
64  Ceti. 

374.  7 Persei  1 Besides  the  observation  of  each  of  these  stars,  indicated  by  Miss  Hersehcl, 

275.  8 Persei.  f there  is  another  of  each  of  them  on  Jan.  4,  1694,  at  6^  11*  58*  and 
6^  12*  5*;  which,  on  account  of  the  zenith  dtstance  not  being  given,  have  been  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  constellation  Aries : since  Flamsteed  appears  to  have  been  observing  in  that 
cunstellauon  at  that  time.  But,  on  referring  to  the  original  MS  entry  (a  copy  of  which  is 
given  above  to  the  note  to  No.  256  of  this  catalogue),  it  will  be  seen  that  Flamsteed  had  tamed 
hia  telescope  towards  Uie  constellation  Perseus : and  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  these 
were  the  stars  thus  recorded.  It  is  remarkable  that  Flamsteed  makes  8 Persei  to  follow  7 
Perstfi  about  10* ; but  all  the  subsequent  astronomers  make  it  precede  that  star  about  the  tame 
quantity.  And,  in  order  that  8 Perrci  should  agree  with  modem  observations,  its  right  ascen* 
•ion  ought  to  be  diminished  nearly  5*. 
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217-  7 TrianguH.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  i]  in  the  Briliih  CalcUcgue : bat,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

278.  61  Andromedtr.  The  declination  of  this  star  iu  the  British  Caiat^igue  is  + 4T*  22^  0".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  19, 1693,  at  9^  39“  4*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  ]>age  261.  Tl»ere  is  no  star,  however,  to  be  found,  corresponding  to  the  position 
there  deduced : nor  with  the  next  observed  star  which  followed  it  8*  afterwards.  But  if  we 
suppose  that  the  observation  was  made  to  the  north  of  tlie  senith,  this  star  will  agree  nearly  vnth 
Piazzi  II.  35;  and  the  next  observed  star,  with  Piazzi  11.36.  There  ia  no  authority  for  such 
a reading,  in  the  original  MSS;  but,  in  no  other  way  can  the  two  observations  be  reconciled. 
1 have  therefore  ventured  to  make  the  alteration  : ita  right  ascension  however  is  too  great  by  5', 
Both  Piazzi  and  Lalandc  say  that  this  star  is  lost : but  Sir  William  Herschd  stales  that  it  is 
in  its  place  as  given  in  the  British  Cataiogue.  Sec  Phil.  Trans,  for  1797. 

279.  — Andromedcp.  Observecl  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  19,  169-3,  at  9**  39"  12* : but  not  noticed 
by  Miaa  Herscliel.  In  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  it  haa  the  word  *'  altera”  set 
against  it:  which,  as  I conceive,  impliea  that  it  was  near  to  the  star  observed  immediately  pre- 
ceding. I have  therefore  ventured  to  consider  it  aa  Piazzi  11 .36.  See  the  preceding  note. 

284.  62  .indromedit  e.  The  poaition  of  this  star  docs  not  very  well  accord  with  the  star  deaignated 
by  the  letter  c in  Bayer*s  map:  but  there  is  no  other  that  comes  nearer  to  it 

286.  10  Trianguli.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  a in  the  British  Cattdogue:  but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  nuip,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

290.  23  Arietis.  This  star  is  called  by  Flamsteed : but  Bayer  haa  only  one  star  designated  by 
that  letter,  in  Ins  maps,  which  is  22  Ariiitis.  I have  therefore  rejected  the  letter  here,  on 
account  of  the  difference  tu  magnitude. 

292.  — Coixwpc^F.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  5,  1693,  at  8*  36“  2* ; and  on  Nov.  24, 1 708, 
at  9^  32“  15*.  It  is  Piazzi  II.  72  = (35  Hcv.)  Coxfiopcce.  Halley  has  inserted  it  in  his 
edition  of  1112,  whose  values  I have  assumed  in  the  present  catalogue;  and  I do  not  know 
why  it  was  afterwards  rejected.  It  was  observed  by  Bradley.  The  right  ascension  does  not 
well  accord  with  modem  observ-atiuns. 

293.  10  PcTsei.  Observed  bj'  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  14,  1691,  at  5“  44“  2I‘,  as  appears  by  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  293.  But  the  observations  of  that  day  are  not  printed  in  the  Historia  CaUstis. 

298.  — Arietis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  11,  1690,  at  8^  12“  58',  and  reduced  by  him 
with  the  other  stars  observed  cm  that  day,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  5 ; but  in  making  the  reduction 
he  copied  out  the  degrees  of  zenith  distance  41^  instead  of  4S^,  whereby  an  error  of  1°  was 
committed  in  the  declination.  The  star  was  again  observed  by  him  on  Oct.  21,  1695,  at 
11^  21“  .34*,  w here  the  zenith  distance  is  correctly  reduced ; but  ss  the  time  is  expressed  aa 
uncertain,  I presume  that  Flamsteed  doubted  whether  it  was  the  same  star;  and  consequently 
rejected  it,  aa  I do  not  6nd  it  in  any  of  the  various  MSS  catalogues  of  the  zodiacal  stars.  The 
observation  on  Jan.  14, 1696,  was  not  reduced  by  Flamsteed.  The  star  it  not  Piazzi  H.  83,  aa 
mentioned  in  my  catalogue  of  Flamsteed’s  omitted  stars;  but  it  it  the  star  which  was  observed 
by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  Chi.  page  41,  at  2^  1 1“  SO*,  5,  mag.  1^,  aa  noted  by  M.  Argelander 

300.  24  Arietis  This  star  appears  to  be  the  same  as  that  which  ia  also  deaignated  aa  'j'  Ceti^  in 
Bayer’s  map  of  this  latter  conitcllatioti. 
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301.  11  Triangxili.  This  star,  m veil  as  1 Truinguli^  is  designated  by  the  letter  d in  the  BriHih 
CiitiUo^e  : but  see  the  note  to  No.  200»  above. 

.303.  12  TrifOujuU.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  Brithk  Catahguf'  is  + 28°  16'  45".  The 
observation  from  which  it  was  deduced,  was  made  on  Dec.  21,  1689,  at  7^  21*  16*;  as  may  be 
seen  in  M.SS,  vo).  23,  page  269,  compared  with  page  330.  But  in  copying  out  the  zenith 
distance  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  I',  which  I have  here  corrected.  In  the  British 
Catalogue  this  star  is  designated  by  Uic  letter  c : but  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map, 

I have  here  rejected  it. 

304.  — ArieiU.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  23,  1704,  at  7^  13“  57*;  and  again  on  Nov.  7, 
1714,  at  IC^  38*  17*.  It  is  Piazzi  II.  85;  and  was  observed  alto  by  Bradley. 

306.  — Cassiopenp.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  5,  1693,  at  8^  42“  46*:  and  the  position 
here  given  is  taken  from  Halley’s  edition  of  1712.  Modem  observations  show  that  the  above 
value  ought  to  be  diniinisbed  I“,  and  that  we  should  read  8**  41*  46‘ : hut  there  is  no  authority 
for  such  a correction,  in  the  original  MSS.  With  the  alteration  hen*  suggested,  its  A would 
be  32®  25'  4CK';  and  tt  would  then  agree  with  Piazzi  11.  97  s=  (36  Ilev.)  Cassiopeofi  which 
has  been  also  observed  by  Bradley. 

310.  — Ceil.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  18,  1699,  at  7^  48“  52* : it  is  the  same  as  that 
observed  by  I^alande  in  the  Hist.  Ci'l.  page  41,  at  2^  18“  41*,  3,  mag.  7. 

314.  28  Arietis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  10,  1692,  at  8^  19“  58* : an  obaervalion  which 
Mtsa  Herachcl  considcra  aa  belonging  to  26  Arietis ; hut  it  will  not  agree  therewith  unless  we 
suppose  an  error  of  at  least  1"  in  the  time  of  transit ; and  that  8*“  19*  58*  should  be  8^  18*  58*. 
And  as  there  is  no  star  that  can  be  found  in  any  catalogue  that  will  correspond  with  the  position 
given  in  the  British  Catalogue,  the  conjecture  is  very  probable. 

319.  30  Arietis.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed,  on  Nov.  25,  1690,  at  9^  31“  32*,  he 
says  that  it  ia  the  brightcat  of  two  stars  which  are  near  together,  and  almost  on  the  same  parallel. 
The  companion  here  alluded  to,  is  Piazzi  II.  128,  and  was  observed  by  Bradley.  The  present 
star  is  marked  aa  of  the  7th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in  the  originxU  entries,  it 
ia  always  designated  aa  the  6th ; which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

323.  79  Ceil.  This  star  is  marked  us  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  i but  in  the 
original  entry  it  is  dcalgnsdcd  aa  the  8th,  which  I have  therefore  adopted.  Piazzi  calls  it  the 
7th. 

328.  — Ceti.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  7,  1701,  at  O'*  26"  48*.  It  is  Piazzi  II.  140. 

330.  \2  PersH.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  19,  1693,  after  7*' 49"  50*,  but  the  time  of 
transit  is  not  noted.  It  appears  however  from  MSS,  vol.  25,  page  122,  under  the  constellation 
Perseus,  that  the  position  of  this  star  was  determined  by  means  of  disianees.  In  the  British 
Catalogue  this  star  ia  dea^nated  by  the  letter  g : but,  aa  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  maji, 
I have  here  rejected  it 

338.  — Ceti,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  7, 1701,  at  G**  29“  46',  and  again  on  Dec  5, 1711, 
at  8"  58*  34*.  It  is  Piazzi  II.  155  ; and  waa  also  observed  by  Bradley. 

339.  — Arietis.  Observed  by  Flamatecd  on  Nor.  18,  1695,  after  10^  10“  25*,  when  it  passed  north 
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of  16  Trianguli  aboat  26^.  It  it  probably  the  atar  observed  by  Lalaode  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  30, 
at  2^31"‘44'.5,  mag.  6i- 

341 . — PeT*ri.  Obterrcd  by  Flamsteed  ou  Jan.  18, 1694,  at  5^  S3*  24* ; and  by  LaUnde  in  Hui. 
Cel.  page  371,  at  2“  33"  59*,  mag.  7- 

343.  — Persn.  Observed  by  Flamiteed  on  Jan.  18,  1694,  at  S'*  S3"  40* : and  by  Lalande  in 
Hut.  CH,  page  371,  at  2"  34"  14*, 9,  mag.  7. 

346.  38  Arietis.  This  is  the  same  as  88  Cetif  whose  position  in  the  ffritish  Caiaiogue  is  iR 
= 37°  4'  0",  and  D =r  + 11°  7'  O''.  It  is  marked  as  of  the  7lh  magnitude,  in  the  British  Caia~ 
hgur  ; but  in  the  original  entries,  it  is  once  marked  aa  S^-,  and  once  as  6^  ; I have  therefore 
ventured  to  alter  it  to  the  6th,  which  will  more  nearly  agree  with  modem  ohservations- 

348.  IS  Perteisf.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  +48° 27'  40",  and  it  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  17,  1693,  at  S'*  46*  T.  There  is  no  star  that  corresponds 
with  Uiis  declination : and  on  referring  to  Halley's  edition  of  1 7 1 2, 1 6nd  the  declination  to  be 
that  which  I have  assumed  in  the  present  catalogue.  And  if  we  suppose  that  Flamsteed  ob> 
served  the  star  to  the  north  of  the  zenith  (instead  of  the  souths  as  stated  in  the  ObMnvadon-book) 
we  shall  have  the  corrected  zenith  distance  equal  to  3°  6'  50"  norths  instead  of  2°  59'  50"  south  ; 
the  difference  in  dccUnatioa  ( = 6°  6' 40")  being  nearly  the  difference  between  Flamsteed's 
value,  and  that  given  fay  Halley.  It  thus  becomes  Piazzi  11.  I79=ij  (0  Hev.)  Persei.  In  the 
British  Catalogue  it  is  stated  to  be  of  the  6th  magnitude  : but  in  Halley's  edtbon  it  is  called 
the  4lh.  On  consulting  the  original  entry  in  the  MS  hook,  I 6nd  that  it  is  there  also  noted  as 
the  4 th;  which  I have  here  adopted. 

352.  1 Kridani  r*.  This  is  the  same  star  as  90  Ceti,  whose  position  in  the  British  Catalogue  is 
ifl  = 37®  40'  30",  and  D=  — 1 9°  54'  30".  1 shall  here  take  the  opportunity  of  remarking  that 
there  are  nine  stars  designated  by  the  letter  r,  in  Bayer's  map  of  Erulanus^  whilst  Flamsteed 
has  only  two ; namely,  the  present  star  and  2 Eridani.  The  remaining  seven  are  respectively 
1 1,  16, 19, 27,  28,  33,  and  36  Eridani ; to  which  1 have  restored  the  lettcra,  as  indicated  by 
Bayer.  Sec  the  Introduction,  page  399. 

353.  — Ceti,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  12,  1703,  at  O'*  17"  0* ; the  time  is  marked  **  cir- 
dter and  it  appeara  to  have  been  too  great  by  nearly  2".  It  is  probably  Piazzi  II.  171. 

354.  16  Persei.  Thia  atar,  at  well  as  20  Perseiy  is  designated  by  the  letter  p in  the  British  Cata- 
logue: but,  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  rejected  it  in  each  place. 

358.  17  Persei.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  r,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but,  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rqected  it 

359.  18  Persei  r.  One  of  the  obserrationB  of  thia  atar  was  made  by  Flamiteed  on  Jan.  16,  1693, 
at  5^  55"  16*;  but  it  was  port /ronji'tmn.  In  reducing  this  observation  in  MSS,  vol.  26  B, 
pages  16  and  23,  Flamsteed  has  assumed  that  value  as  the  correct  time  of  transit,  and  thus 
increased  the  right  ascension : which  error  bis  led  to  the  introduction  of  another  star  into  the 
British  Catalogue^  19  Perm,  whose  position  as  there  given  is  iR=38®  32'  30"  and  D = + 
51°  27'  35";  but  which  consequently  does  not  exist. 

360.  20  Persei.  This  star  it  designated  by  the  letter  p in  the  British  Catalogue  ; but  see  the  note 
to  No.  354  above. 
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S63.  44  Arietis  \ There  ia  ooly  one  atar  designated  by  the  letter  in  Bayer’a  map  : but  aa  it 

364.  45  Arietis  p*  > may  be  doubted  to  which  of  these  three  it  ought  to  be  applied,  Klamateed 

366.  46  Arietis  p*  ) has  annexed  the  letter  to  each ; which  1 have  here  retained.  The  drat  of 

these  stars  (44  Arietis)  is  marked  aa  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but 
in  the  original  entries,  it  is  so  designated  only  once;  whilst  it  is  once  called  of  the  7th,  and 
another  time,  as  of  the  6^.  I have  therefore  adopted  this  latter  value. 

365.  21  PiTsei.  This  star  is  marked,  in  the  British  Catalogue^  as  of  the  44-  mi^itude.  But  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  once  so  called,  and  at  tlie  other  timi>  it  is  marked  aa  the  6th.  1 have 
adopted  the  present  reading,  aa  a mean  between  the  two. 

367-  — Persci.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  18,  1694,  after  5^  59'“  8*;  but  the  time  is  not 
noted.  !t  is  probably  Piazzi  II.  220. 

368.  22  Persei  r.  This  star  is  marked,  in  the  British  Caialoguet  as  of  the  4th  magnitude : but,  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  once  marked  as  4|,  and  once  as  5^ : I have  therefore  taken  the  mean 
of  the  two. 

369.  — Cefi.  Observed  by  Flaroateed  on  Jan,  7,  1694,  at  6^  44"  21*:  it  is  Piazzi  U.  215,  and 
was  observed  also  by  Bradley. 

370.  Cassiopetp.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Deoem.  5,  1693,  at  9''  11“  50* : it  ia  Piazzi  II. 
337  =:  (37  llev.)  Cassiopea^  and  was  observed  alao  by  Bradley.  Misa  Hcrscbel  has  supposed 
this  to  be  the  same  star  aa  No.  231  of  this  catalogue. 

371.  24  Persei.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  Briiuh  Catalogue  is  .A  = 40®  47' 38"  and 
D = + 34®  50'  50".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  19,  1693,  it  S'*  5“  21*;  and 
^ain  on  Jan.  16,  1696,  at  6^  10“  5*:  the  former  observation  has  been  rcgnlariy  reduced  by 
him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  293 ; but  the  result  is  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  the  list  of  stars  in 
the  constellation  Perseus  in  page  392  of  the  same  volume.  It  ia  however  given  in  Halley's 
edition  of  1712;  from  which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  In  the  British 
Catalogue  this  correct  position  is  rejected,  and  the  erroneous  one,  shove  mentioned,  ia  inserted : 
which  (from  a note  I find  made  in  5f  SS,  vol.  25,  page  122)  has  been  deduced  per  distantias. 
The  only  observations  however  of  this  star  are  recorded  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Historia 
Ccslestis^  page  00:  and  Mr.  Heuderson,  who  has  been  good  enough  to  make  the  trigonometrical 
calculation  at  my  request,  finds  ihst  it  corresponds  almost  ev^tly  with  the  value  given  by  Halley. 
The  star  in  question  is  Piazzi  II.  231,  and  not  327,  as  supposed  by  him  and  by  Bessel.  The 
position  given  in  the  British  Caialoguc  has  been  erroneously  deduced  by  Flamsteed,  through 
a transposition  of  the  logarithms  of  the  sine  and  coatne  of  the  arc  46®  12'  39" ; as  may  be  seen 
in  MSS,  vol.  56,  page  23,  where  the  original  computation  ia  to  be  found.  In  the  British 
Catalogue  this  atar  ia  designated  by  the  letter  s : but,  aa  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s 
map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

373.  Arietis.  Observed  by  Flamateed  on  Jan.  14, 1692,  at  6^  14“  31*;  and  imperfectly  on  three 
other  days.  It  has  subsequently  been  observed  by  Bradley,  and  ia  No.  414  in  hU  catalogue. 

377.  ~ Persei,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  uu  Dec.  5, 1711,  at  9^  16“  46*.  M.  Argelandersays  that 
it  is  the  double  star  336  in  Struve’s  great  catalogue;  and  that  two  observalioiis  of  it  id  Abo 
give  its  position  for  1830,iR=2‘'  51“  7\43  and  D=+31®44'3",2. 

378.  — Persei  k.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  18,  1694,  at  6“  9"  14*.  It  is  inserted  in  Hal- 
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ley'*  edition  of  1712;  and  is  Piszzi  II.  23C  = (15  Hcv.)  Persei.  It  is  designated  by  the  letter 
k in  Bayer’s  map,  which  i have  here  rctaioed. 

379.  91  Ceti  X.  This  star  is  marked,  in  the  British  Ct^aloguc^  a*  of  the  4lh  magnitude : but  it  ia 
nowhere  so  designated  in  the  oritjinal  entries.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  twice  marked  as  of  the 
5lh  magnitude;  which  I have  here  retained. 

380.  50  Arietis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caiato^ue  is  41®  2'  0";  it 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  27,  1695,  at  1 P 58"  2‘ ; and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol. 
23,  page  6.  But  on  examining  the  steps  of  the  prucesa,  it  will  be  seen  that  Flamsteed  lias  made 
a mistake  of  1**  in  the  reduction.  I have  therefme  deducted  15'  from  the  alwve  value,  and 
assumed  the  right  ascension  as  given  in  the  present  catalogue.  1 ought  here  to  remark,  that 
there  ia  another  observation  of  thia  atar  on  Jan.  13,  1696,  after  0^  21**  O',  and  which  Mias 
Hcrschel  has  considered  to  be  a different  atar,  No.  436,  in  her  catalogue.  But  it  may  be  seen 
that  the  zenith  distance  in  the  last  0)lumn  is  wTong  3°;  and  that  when  thia  is  rectified  it  will 
agree  with  this  star. 

382.  49  Arietis.  This  atar  is  marked  as  of  the  7th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  in 
the  original  entries  it  ia  once  designated  as  the  5th,  once  as  the  6th,  and  once  as  the  7th.  I 
have  therefore  taken  the  mean.  Flamsteed  remarks  that  this  star  and  51  Arietis  appear  us  one 
to  the  naked  eye. 

3B8.  8 Eridani  z-K  There  is  only  one  star  designate<l  by  the  letter  p in  Bayer's  map  : but,  as  ilmsy 
be  doubted  whether  such  letter  may  belong  to  this  star,  or  to  9 or  10  Eridani^  Flamsteed  has 
annexed  it  to  each ; which  I have  therefore  retained ; although  I think  the  letter  belongs  more 
properly  to  the  latter  star. 

390.  93  Crii.  Thia  star  ta  marked  us  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  Britith  Caialoguet  but,  in  the 
origincU  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  7lh,  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

391.  Persei  i.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  16,  1693,  at  6*"  9“  cireiter } and  again  on  Jan.  18, 
1694,  at  G**  13"  26*.  The  former  observation  has  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed,  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
p^  289 ; and  inserted  in  hia  list  of  stare  in  the  constellation  Perseus,  io  page  392  of  the  same 
volume.  But  the  latter  observation  has  not  been  reduced.  The  star  ia  inserted  in  Halley's 
edition  of  1712,  from  which  the  position  in  this  catalogue  is  taken.  It  is  Piazzi  II.  253= 
(18  Hev.)  Persei:  and  is  designated  by  the  letter  t in  Bayer's  map;  which  I have  here 
retained. 

393.  9 Eridani  There  ia  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  p in  Bayer's  map : but,  as  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  may  belong  Co  this  star,  or  to  8 or  10  Eridani,  Flamsteed 
has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  therefore  retuned  ; although  I think  the  letter  belongs 
more  properly  to  the  latter  star. 

396.  1 1 Eridani  t*.  The  right  ascension  of  this  atar  in  the  British  Catalogue  ia  42"’  23'  0".  There 
is  only  one  oWervation  of  it  by  Flamsteed,  with  the  mural  circle ; viz.  on  Dec.  10,  1691,  after 
8"  55"  39^ ; but  the  time  of  transit  ia  not  given.  I 6nd,  by  inspection  of  MSS,  vol.  62  A,  page 
105,  that  the  right  ascension  has  been  deduced  from  the  observation  per  distantias,  made  on  Jan. 
28,  1682,  at  7^  : where  the  distance  betweeu  this  star  and  3 Cants  Majoris  ta  staled  to  Ite 

46^  54'  20",  with  the  mark  of  uncertainty  placed  against  the  minutes.  In  tlie  MS  book  above- 
mentioned,  Flamsteed  has  copied  out  the  distance  46“  44'  20",  by  which  on  erroneous  right 
ascensiun  lias  been  deduced.  But  if  we  restore  the  original  distance,  the  right  ascension  will 
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come  out  42®  12'0",  which  agrees  more  ncnrly  with  modem  obeervatinns,  and  which  I have 
therefore  tulupted.  The  whole,  however,  is  hut  an  approximate  method.  There  is  no  letter 
annexed  to  it  iu  the  British  Cixtalogue : hut  it  is  the  third  of  the  group  designated  by  the  letter 
r in  Bayer's  map.  See  the  note  to  No.  362. 

397.  10  ICridaHi  t*.  This  star  is  stated  to  be  of  the  4lh  magnitude  : but  in  the  oriffinai  entries  it 
is  designated  as  the  5th;  which  I have  therefore  retained.  See  furtlier  in  the  Notes  to  No. 
388  and  393. 

402.  — Arit'fis,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  26,  1695,  at  10^  3"  53*;  the  time  being  doubt- 
ful. It  is  Piaxzi  II.  261  = 98  Mayer. 

403.  56  An'eiii.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  Briiish  Caia/ogue  is  -f  26®  I'  15".  It  was 
obeerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  18,  1695,  at  10'*  38*  50* ; aod  again  on  Dec.  4,  at  O'*  30'"  3T  : 
bulb  of  which  arc  regularly  and  correctly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  8.  But,  in 
copying  it  out,  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  coustcliation  Aries^  in  page  50  of  the  same  volume,  he 
appears  to  have  confused  it  with  59  Arurtis : and  in  page  53  has  recomputed  it  with  an 
erroneous  north  polar  distance.  It  U evideut,  by  compariug  ita  zenith  distance  with  other 
stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  that  an  error  of  about  2'  has  been  made,  which  1 liave  here 
corrected.  In  the  first  observation  above  alluded  to,  Flamsteed  remarks  that  it  Iras  two  bright 
stars  preceding  it:  which  arc  probably  thoac  olrscrved  by  Lalonde  in  ffisf.  Cvi.  page  200,  at 
2*  59*  I*, 6 aud  at  2**  59"  34*, 5 : the  former  of  which  wos  observed  also  by  Bradley. 

405.  — Arietis.  Observed  l»y  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  19,  1706,  at  10**  33"  11*.  1 cannot  find  any 

star  corresponding  with  it,  unless  wc  suppose  that  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  2”  in  insert- 
ing the  time : but  there  is  no  authority  fur  such  a supposition,  in  the  original  entry.  The 
letter  S,  however,  is  there  marked  as  doubtful;  and  I cannot  ^nrte  with  M.  Argclaodcr  that 
this  was  the  star  observed.  If  we  suppose  that  10**  33"  II*  should  be  lO**  31"  11*,  the  obser- 
vation will  agree  with  Fiazzi  II.  264  = 99  Mayer. 

410.  31  iVriet  t.  There  ia  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star,  in  the  Briiish  Calatogue : but  it  is  de- 
signated as  ( in  Bayer’s  map ; and  1 have  therefore  adopted  it. 

41(i,  — Arieiis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  18,  1695,  at  10^  46"  40*;  and  supposed  by  him 
to  be  a star  in  Perseus ; which  was  prolrably  the  reason  it  was  not  reduced  with  the  other 
stars  in  Arie.f  on  that  day.  It  is  Fiazzi  III.  32. 

420.  96  Cell  x'.  In  the  obaer^’alion  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed,  on  Jan.  14,  1692,  at  6*  36"  31*,  it 
is  stated  that  there  are  two  stars  below  it  and  preceding  it ; one  of  the  5th  magnitude,  and 
the  other  of  the  6th.  But  I cannot  find  any  two  stars  that  will  correspund  with  this 
descriptiun.  The  present  star  (96  Ceii)  appears  to  be  the  one  which  is  also  designated  as 
g Tann,  in  Bayer’s  map  of  that  constellation.  See,  hiiwevcr,  the  Note  to  No.  424. 

423.  15  FriVam*.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cafoiogui^  ia  — 23®  39*  5".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  10,  1691,  at  1 1"  IF;  and  reducctl  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
page  179.  But  in  cupying  out  the  corrected  value  in  the  list  of  stars  in  PriAanuSf  in  page 
198  of  the  same  volume,  he  has  made  a mistake  of  F,  w hich  I have  here  corrected. 

424.  97  Ceti  x*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  x,  in  Bayer’s  map:  but,  as  it 
might  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  96  Ce/i,  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed  has 
applied  it  to  each,  which  I have  therefore  retained.  It  is  the  some  which  is  designated  as 
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g Tauri  io  Biyer*i  mtp  of  thtt  conitelUtion.  I would  alto  remark  that  in  the  British  Cota- 
iogoe  it  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude : but  in  the  ordinal  entry  it  it  stated  to  be  less  than 
96  Ceti;  and  i have  therefore  adopted  that  reading. 

425.  G3  Arieiis  r*.  Bayer  has  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  r,  in  his  map : but  as  it  may 
be  doubted  whether  it  belongs  to  this  star  or  to  61  Arieiis,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  the  letter 
to  each ; which  1 have  here  retained. 

426.  16  Eridani  r*.  There  is  no  letter  auncxed  to  this  star  iu  the  British  Catalogue  t but  it  is 
the  fourth  of  the  group  of  nine  start  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer's  map;  which  1 have 
therefore  restored.  See  the  note  to  No.  352. 

436.  5 Tauri  f.  This  star  is  omitted  in  Flamsteed's  map  of  Taurus. 

442.  9 Toun'.  Sir  William  Hcrschel  says  **  this  star  is  lost  and  M.  I.4ilande  says  that  it  is  not 
to  be  found.  See  page  394.  It  is,  however,  still  in  its  place.  Probably  it  is  a variable  star. 

443.  19  Eridani  r*.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  it  is  the 
fifth  of  the  group  of  nine  stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map;  which  I have 
therefore  restored.  See  the  note  to  No.  352. 

444.  — Tauri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed,  on  Jan.  14,  1692,  at  6^  54*  15*:  it  is  Piazzi  III.  98  = 
114  Mayer,  and  has  been  also  obeerv’ed  by  Bradley.  It  is  called  by  Flamsteed,  in  the  original 
MS  entry,  the  companion  to  10  Tauri ; but,  in  the  printed  copy,  the  words  comes  hujus  are 
erroneously  annexed  to  the  following  star. 

445.  10  Tauri.  The  declination  of  this  star  has  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  the  observation 
made  on  Jan.  4,  1690,  at  30*  29* : but  the  reading  per  strias  cochlea  differs  about  P from 
that  per  liruas  diagouales.  The  two  subsequent  observations  by  Flamsteed,  as  well  as  those  of 
modem  sstronomera,  show  that  the  former  is  the  correct  reading ; and  that  the  declination 
ahould  be  diminished  about  that  quantity  : but  I have  not  made  any  alteration. 

449.  40  Persei  o.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  5,  1711,  at  9^  56*  58*:  but  the  position  here 
given  (which  is  the  same  as  in  the  British  Catalogue)  has  been  deduced  per  distantias. 
See  MSS,  voL  25,  page  122:  where  there  is  also  another  value  given  to  this  star;  viz. 
JR  r=  50°  44'  0"  and  D=  + 32®  56'  20" ; which  I apprehend  to  have  l»ecn  deduced  from  the 
observation  just  mentioned.  This  is  the  star  called  parvula  supra  o in  Flamsteed's  Historia 
Calestis,  vol.  I.  page  90 ; an<l  is  in  fact  the  star  designated  as  o in  Bayer's  map.  See  the 
note  to  No.  454.  Flamsteed  has  designated  38  and  40  Persei  by  the  letters  o'  and  o* ; but  the 
former  is  the  Greek  and  the  latter  the  English  o. 

454.  38  Pmei  9.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  5, 1690,  at  5"  17*;  and  again  on  Dec.  5, 1711, 
at  9^  59*  r : in  both  of  which  observations  it  is  called  o : and  its  proper  position  is  inserted  iu 
Halley's  edition  of  1712;  which,  however,  was  deduced  from  f/irfance.r,  made  with  the  sextant, 
from  a Arietis  and  a.  Tauri,  as  given  m the  fiial  volume  of  the  Historia  Calestis,  page  90,  at 
^ 12“  and  9^  44*.  Sec  MSS,  vol.  25,  page  1S2.  It  is  Piazzi  III.  123  = (31  Her.)  /Vrrei, 
and  not  III.  85,  as  supposed  by  him,  and  by  Bessel.  The  position  here  given  is  taken  from  the 
MS  volume  above  staled.  In  the  edition  of  the  British  Catalogue  by  Flamsteed,  the  place  of 
the  star  is  materially  altered : the  present  position  is  erased,  and  a new  one  introduced  ; viz. 
JR  49®  17'  33"  and  D = + 31®  2'  9" : but  no  such  star  exists.  The  error  has  arisen  from  a 
nustake  in  the  trigonometrical  calculation,  the  original  of  which  still  exists  (MSS,  vol.  56,  page 
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23) ; tnd  where  it  will  be  teen  that  FUmtteed  bes  t&ken  out  the  logerithmic  sine  of  19^36'  AV* 
equel  to  9'585266  iasteed  of  9 525666.  \Vhen  this  error  is  corrected,  the  result  will  agree  with 
the  position  here  given.  In  consequence  of  this  restoration  of  the  original  and  correct  values, 
the  present  star  will  be  the  star  designated  as  9 in  Bayer’s  map ; and  which  was  supposed  to 
have  been  omitted.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark  that  the  position  of  this  star  is  also 
erroneously  laid  down  in  Flamsteed’s  chart ; and  does  not  accord  with  either  of  the  positions 
here  alluded  to.  As  this  is  one  of  the  stars  with  which  the  comet  of  1680  was  compared  (see 
NewUm's  Fnndpioy  lib.  3)  it  is  the  more  necessary  to  attend  to  the  remarka  here  made. 

457.  16  Tauri.  The  star  which  is  called  n 15  Tauri  does  not  exist,  neither  is  there  any  observation 
of  such  a star  in  the  Historia  Caiestit.  Flamsteed  obaerved  on  Jan.  10,  1690,  at  7''  9^  2*,  a 
star  which  he  denominates  n (but  which  is  in  fact  16  Taun),  and,  in  copying  this  out  for 
computation,  in  the  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  21,  he  has  inadvertently  annexed  the  zenith  distance  of 
a ArigUst  observed  on  the  same  day  ; and  this  has  been  the  cause  of  the  error.  1 would  here 
remark  that  the  letter  g annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  ia  not  the  g in  Bayer's 
map  (which  is  a different  star,  viz.  No.  420  of  this  catalogue),  but  one  of  the  series  of  additional 
letters  which  Flamsteed  has  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  designating  the  Pleiades  : 1 have 
therefore  rejected  it  here. 

458.  17  Tauri.  This  star  haa  the  letter  b annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : bat  this  is  not 
the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map ; which  is  79  Tauri.  I have  therefore  re- 
jected it  here. 

459.  18  Tauri.  This  star  has  the  letter  m annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  this  is  not 
the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map ; which  ia  104  Tauri.  I have  therefore  re- 
jected it  here. 

460.  19  Tauri.  This  star  has  the  letter  e annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  this  is  not 
the  Btor  designated  by  that  leller  in  Bayer’s  map;  which  ia  30  Tauri.  I have  therefore  re- 
jected it  here. 

461.  20  Tauri.  This  star  has  the  letter  c annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  this  is  not 
the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map ; which  ia  90  or  93  Tauri.  I have  therefore 
rejected  it  here. 

462.  21  Tauri.  Tlus  star  has  the  letter  k annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  bat  this  is  not 

the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map ; which  is  98  Tauri.  I have  therefore  re- 

jected it  here. 

463.  22  Tauri.  This  tUr  hss  the  letter  I annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  this  is  not 

the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map;  which  is  106  or  107  Tauri.  I have  there- 

fore rejected  it  here. 

464.  23  Tauri.  This  star  has  the  letter  d annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  this  is  not 
the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer'a  map;  which  ia  88  Tauri.  I have  therefore  re- 
jected it  here. 

467.  24  Tauri.  This  star  has  the  letter  p annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  this  is  not 
the  star  deaigaated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map;  which  is  44  Tauri.  I have  therefore  re- 
jected it  here. 
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471.  42  Persei  n.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  Britifh  Cataio^e  is  =r  52®  28^  59",  and 
D = 4*  32®  18'  25";  which  it  moncmiRly  deduced  by  tneant  of  ditlances  from  « Arieiit  nnd 
a Tauri  as  given  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Hisioria  CeeUttiSf  page  90.  The  original  cnmpu< 
tation  Btill  cxiatj  (MSS,  vol  56,  page  24),  and  the  source  of  the  error  is  manifest  in  one  of  the 
steps  of  the  process.  When  this  it  corrected,  the  result  will  agree  with  the  value  given  by 
ilallcy  in  his  edition  of  1712  ; from  which  the  positiun  in  the  present  catalogue  it  taken.  There 
is  an  observation  of  it  with  the  mural  arc,  on  Dec.  5,  1711,  at  1(^  4”*  5*;  which  confirms  the 
rcaull  here  given. 

472.  26  Ttiuri.  This  star  has  the  letter  / annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Calaioyue : but  thit  it  not 
the  star  detignated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map ; which  it  4 Tauri.  I have  therefore  rejected 
it  here. 

473.  27  Taun.  This  star  has  the  letter /annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  this  is  not 
the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer's  map;  which  it  5 Taun.  I have  therefore  rejected 
it  here. 

474.  28  Tauri.  Thit  star  has  the  letter  h annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  this  it  not 
the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer's  map ; w hich  it  58  Tauri.  I have  therefore  rejected 
it  here. 

476.  — Toun’.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  4,  1691,  at  S’*  45*“  .56‘,  and  again  in  Ai  only  on 
Feb.  3, 1693,  at  5^  41"  40^.  The  former  U copied  out  for  reduction  in  MSS,  vol.  2.3,  page  25 ; 
but,  in  to  doing,  an  error  has  licen  committed  of  6'  in  the  zenith  distance.  I know  not  for 
what  reason  it  was  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  the  catalogue,  unless  it  were  the  siispicioD  of  some 
error.  It  is  Piazzi  III.  163. 

477.  26  Eridani  v.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4lh  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but 
in  the  orif^nal  entry,  it  it  designated  at  the  5lh ; which  I have  therefore  retained. 

478.  27  Eridani  t*.  Thit  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  it  is  the 
sixth  of  the  group  of  nine  stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map ; and  I have  therefore 
restored  it.  See  the  note  to  No.  352. 

479.  — Persei.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  16,  1693,  at  fi**  54*  45';  and  has  been  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  p^e  289.  It  is  iuserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712,  from 
which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  It  is  Piazzi  III.  186;  which  is  erro* 
neously  called  46  Persei. 

4S1.  28  Eridani  -A.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  it  is  the 
seventh  of  the  group  of  nine  stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map;  and  I have 
therefore  restored  it.  See  the  note  to  No.  352. 

483.  31  Tauri  u*.  Bayer  has  only  one  star  designated  Inr  the  letter  n,  in  his  map  : but,  as  it  may 
be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  29  Tauri,  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed  has 
annexed  that  letter  to  each  of  them ; which  I have  here  retained. 

486.  30  Eridani.  The  star  31  Eridani,  whose  jKwition  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  =54^  .36'  20", 
and  Ds=— 6®  14'  15", docs  not  exist;  neither  is  there  any  observation  of  it  by  Flamsleccl.  There 
are  two  obf^rvations  of  30  Eridani  in  the  Hisioria  Caelestis,  the  first  of  which  is  correctly 
reduced:  but  in  the  process  of  the  reduction  of  the  observation  made  on  Jan.  14,  1692,  at 
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•J*  10“  43%  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  181,  Flamalced  haa  made  a mistake  of  1“  in  time.  I would 
also  remark  that  the  zenith  distance  per  strias  coehietr  is  the  correct  value,  and  not  that  per 
fiiagmales,  which  is  corrected  in  one  of  the  MS  copies.  This  makes  an  error  of  5'  in  the 
decUuatiuu : and  the  two  errors  united,  form  the  difference  in  question ; and  clearly  show  that 
the  observations  belong  to  one  And  the  same  star. 

491.  33  Eridani  t*.  Tliere  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Caiaiogue:  but  it  is 
the  eighth  of  the  group  of  nine  stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map;  and  1 have 
therefore  restored  it  here.  See  the  note  to  No.  352. 

492.  — Tauri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jiin.  21,  1715,  at  6^  47"  42*.  It  it  Piazzi  HI.  203. 

495.  47  jPerm'  X.  This  star  is  certainly  designated  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  one  of  the  observa- 
tions: but  in  the  oritpnal  entry  of  the  oltscrvatiou  on  Jan.  16,  1693,  it  is  noted  that  c (48 
Persei)  is  brighter  than  X.  Piazzi  designates  it  as  of  the  6th  magnitude. 

501.  36  Eridani  t*.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  Britith  Cataiogue  : but  it  i«  the 
last  of  the  group  of  nine  stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map ; and  I have  therefore 
restored  it  here.  See  the  note  to  No.  352.  This  star  is  desiguated  aa  of  the  4lh  magnitude, 
in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  in  the  original  entries  it  is  said  to  be  4J;  which  1 have  here 
adopted. 

502.  39  Taurt  *A.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  A,  in  Bayer’s  map:  but  as  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  tbU  star,  or  to  37  Taixn,  1 have  annexed  the 
letter  to  each. 

508.  — Persei.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20, 1696,  at  7^  4*  54’:  and  by  Lalandc  in  Hist. 
Cei.  page  376,  at  3*  58"  30*,8,  mag.  84  : and  also  in  the  ^fem.  de  T.iflcad!.  for  1 790,  page  374, 
at  3*‘  51“  IS*, 5.  Four  observations  of  it  by  M.  Argelandcr  give  its  position  for  1830, 
iR  = 4^  I"  9", 22,  and  D =4-48°  38'  53", 6 ; the  magnitude  varying  from  74  to  6j. 

509.  43  Tauri  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  w in  the  British  Catalogue^ 
which,  in  my  opinion,  belongs  to  50  7aun,  and  not  to  this  star : but  I have  retained  them 
both. 

512.  — Persei.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  after  6*  42“  20’.  It  i«  Plazzi  IV.  7 
= (12  Ul’V.)  Casnetopardi.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  where  its  position  is 
iR=58P  IPO",  and  D=-f  52°3P  20". 

515.  — Persei  A*.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  5,  1690,  at  5*  46"  39*;  and  again  on  Jan.  20, 
1696,  at  7*  9"  7*.  It  is  Piazzi  IV.  18  = (41  Hcv.)  Persei : and  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition 
of  1712;  from  which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  There  is  also  another 
obaervation  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25, 1696,  at  6*'  45"  1 P,  which  I Uiink  there  can  be  no  doubt 
bcloup  to  Uiis  star.  That  observation  is  stated  to  have  been  made  to  the  north  of  the  zenith  ; 
but  no  star  can  be  found  in  such  position.  If,  however,  we  suppose,  with  M.  Argelandcr,  that 
the  observation  was  made  to  the  south  of  the  zenith,  (and,  as  Flamsteed  appears  to  have  been 
re-observing  some  of  the  stars  which  he  had  observed  on  Uie  20th  of  the  same  month,  this  is 
extremely  probable,)  the  star  will  then  turn  out  to  be  the  same  as  that  observed  on  the  two 
above-mentioned  days.  It  is  No.  155  in  Miss  Hciwchcl’s  catalogue,  and  No.  77  in  my  list  of 
Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars : which  1 had  there  incorrectly  conjectured  to  be  Piazzi  III.  2S7.  In 
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Ba;cr*B  map  it  is  designated  hy  Uic  letter  6,  which  I have  here  retained : allhougb  it  mar 
be  doubled  vhcUirr  such  letter  brlungs  to  this  star,  or  to  No.  521  in  the  preaent  catalogue.  I 
hare  therdbre  called  this  6' ; and  the  other,  b*. 

517.  — Persri.  Obserred  hj- Flamsteed  on  Feb.  5,  IG90,  at  5*  47“  40';  and  on  Jan.  20,  1696,  at 
7**  10“  6‘.  M.  Argdandcr  states  it  to  be  found  in  the  Mem.  de  VAcad.  for  1790,  page  374,  at 
4**  3"  35*,5:  mag.  5^.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley's  cditicm  of  1712;  from  which  the  present 
posiuon  is  taken. 

518.  — Tauri.  Obsmod  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  27,  1695,  at  13^  1 1“  19*.  The  zenith  distance  per 
strias  cochUa  is  the  correct  value,  which  differs  10^  from  that  ptr  Uncat  dia^naics.  This 
correction  being  made,  the  star  is  Piazzi  IV.  13;  aud  was  observed  also  by  Bradley. 

519.  38  Eridani  o.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  3^  magnitude,  in  the  Briiith  Catalogue : but,  in 
the  originai  entry,  it  is  designated  as  the  4lb;  wliich  I have  here  retained. 

521.  — Persei  h*.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  5,  I69<),  at  5**  48“  26*;  and  again  on  Jan.  20, 
1696,  at  7^  10"  59*.  M.  Argelandcr  stales  it  to  be  found  in  the  Mem.  de  VAcad.  for  1790, 
page  374,  at  4“  4"  25*,  mag.  6.  It  is  inserted  in  Uallcy’s  edition  of  1712;  from  which  the 
present  position  is  taken.  See  the  note  to  No.  515.  above. 

522.  — Cameiopofdi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1690,  after  G**  45“  11*.  The  reading  per 
siriat  cochietP  disagrees  with  that  per  lincat  diagonales^  2^  GO'*  Zn  the  originai  entry,  the 
latter  is  marked  as  doubtful : but  in  the  MS  copy,  they  arc  both  so  marked.  I have  adopted 
the  reading  per  Uncos  diagonalet^  because  it  will  then  agree  with  the  star  observed  by  Lalandr 
in  the  Hist.  Cel.  {«gc  371,  at  4**  4“  58*,  mag.  7.  But  if  wc  adopt  the  reading  per  struts 
cochlea* t the  declination  will  be  52^  47'  15",  and  thus  agreeing  more  nearly  with  the  other 
stars  that  Flamsteed  was  then  observing.  I cannot  find,  however,  any  star  that  will  accord 
with  such  a position. 

523.  47  Ttsuri.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  7th  magnitiule,  in  the  BrUish  CtitcUogwr:  but  iu 
the  ori^'noZ  entry  of  Oct,  27,  1695,  it  is  said  to  be  of  the  5]^  magnitude;  which  I have  here 
retained. 

525.  49  Tauri  p.  This  star  is  marked  ss  of  the  4t)i  magnitude,  tn  the  British  Catalogue : but  in 
the  original  entry  of  Oct.  27,  1695,  it  is  said  to  be  of  the  magnitude ; which  I liave  here 
retained. 

531.  40  Eridani  d.  There  is  an  annual  proper  motion  of  tliis  star,  in  declination,  of  — 3",391  : 
which  will  make  the  difference  in  declination  only  + 13",2.  There  is  also  a considerable  proper 
motion  in  right  ascension. 

534.  56  rauri.  There  are  three  observations  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  : but  the  only  one  reduced 
by  him  is  that  made  on  Jan.  6,  1690,  at  6^  1“  39* : and  from  which  he  has  made  the 
AH  =60*^35'  10".  On  examining  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  19,  where  the  stcjit  of  the  process  are 
put  down,  I find  that  Flamsteed  has  made  a mistake  of  1“  iu  time.  I have  therefore  deducted 
15'  from  the  value  in  the  British  Caialogw. 

536.  55  Tauri,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  19, 1712,  at  7**  21'"  16*.  The  declination  in  the 
British  Catalogue  is  +15°  52'  5"  : but  on  comparing  the  observed  zenith  distance  with  that 
of  the  other  stars  on  (hat  day  (excepting  63  TtJwn'  immediately  following),  it  will  be  found 
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thftt  an  error  of  6'  has  been  committed,  which  I have  here  eorreeted.  I would  here  remark 
that  tlte  zenith  diatance  of  63  Tawn,  fer  $trias  roc/ite»  ia  the  correct  reading ; although  Mbs 
Her»chei  does  not  so  consider  it. 

53*7.  57  Team  h.  There  i«  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  Britith  Gitalog^ie : but  it  is 
designated  by  the  letter  h in  Bayer^s  ntap,  which  Flamsteed  has  erroneously  annexed  to  58 
Tauri. 

538.  58  Tauri.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  h in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  that  letter, 
in  Bayer’s  map,  more  properly  belongs  to  57  7a«ri.  I hare  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

540.  60  Tauri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  31,  169H,  at  S’*  43“  50*.  The  right  ascenaion  in 
the  British  Catalogue  is  61®  3'  20" ; but  it  is  evident  on  comparing  the  difference  in  the  lime 
of  transit,  with  a Tauri^  that  an  error  of  about  4'  in  S{wcr  has  been  made ; and  that  the  true 
deduced  correctly  would  more  nearly  accord  aith  the  value  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712, 
which  I have  therefore  aduiKcd.  On  examining  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  32,  I find  that  hlamsiccd 
had  onginally  inserted  another  star  (5B  Tcairi^  emmeoualy  deduced  from  the  obsciration  made 
on  Feb,  2,  1691,  at  6”  23"  53*),  whose  Ai  he  made  61®  O'  30":  and  perhaps  after  he  had 
made  the  obaervatirm  above  stated,  he  took  the  mean  of  the  two  for  the  proper  value.  The 
error  is  still  considerable. 

546.  41  £fiVanx  u*.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  it  is  the 
fourth  in  the  series  of  stars  designated  by  the  letter  y,  in  Bayer’s  map;  which  I have  therrfore 
retained.  Sec  the  Iniroductionf  page  400. 

547  - 64  Tauri  S*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  as  S Tauri f iu  Bayer’s  map:  but  as  the 
present  star  may  also  lay  claim  to  that  appellation,  I have  retained  Flamsteed’s  ngtation. 

546.  — Totfri.  Observed  h?  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  28,  1715,  at  U*  7"*  35':  but  I cannot  find  it  in 

any  catalogue.  Six  observations  of  it  by  M.  Argdander  moke  its  position  for  1630 

iR  =4“  15“  3*,3,  and  D = + 18®  38'  39", 4;  6. 

551.  67  Tauri  x*.  There  u only  one  star  designated  as  x Tauri,  in  Bayer’s  map : hut,  as  there  may 

be  a doubt  whether  prescut  star  may  not  also  lay  claim  to  that  appellation,  I have  retained 
Flamsteed's  notation.  The  magnitude  of  the  eUir,  however,  differs  much  from  that  given  by 
Piazzi,  which  is  only  6]^ : I cannot  ftud  any  recorded  obaervation  of  it. 

552.  68  Tauri  j*.  I'his  star  is  marked  at  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  designated  once  os  the  4lh,  and  once  as  the  5th;  I have  therefore 
taken  the  mean. 

556.  42  Eritlani  0.  lliis  star  is  marked  as  of  the  3|^  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : which 
is  erroneous,  since  in  the  original  entry  it  is  denominated  only  as  of  the  Gth,  which  I Itavc  here 
retained ; and  which  agrees  wrilh  Piazzi. 

558.  72  Tauri  v\  There  is  only  one  star  designated  as  y Totin',  in  Bayer’s  map : but,  as  the  present 
star  may  also  lay  claim  to  that  appellation,  I have  retained  Flamsteed's  notation. 

565.  79  7aun  h.  This  star  is  erroneoualy  marked  with  the  jetter  h in  Flamsteed's  map. 

567.  43  y*.  There  is  no  letter  xxmexed  to  this  star,  in  the  Ca/a/o^;  butitisthe 
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fifth  in  the  «erie«  of  eUn,  deiignated  by  the  letter  o in  Btjer’t  m»p  j which  1 h»vc  therefore 
retained.  See  the  IniToduction^  page  4(K). 

370.  — Tauri.  There  are  »ix  observations  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed ; only  two  of  which  (Dec.  12, 
1690,  and  Feb.  2,  1691)  appear  to  have  bceu  reduced  by  him.  U is  Piazzi  IV.  99=  160 
Mayer,  and  has  also  been  observed  by  Bradley.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712, 
from  which  the  position  in  tliis  catalogue  is  taken : and  I know  not  why  h was  afterwards 
rejected.  I wouUl  here  remark  that  modem  observations  indicate  an  error  in  the  entry  of  the 
observation  of  this  and  the  following  star,  on  Oct.  29,  1691,  page  137  of  (he  second  volume 
of  the  Historic  C<plestis.  It  appears  (hat  the  zenith  distances  ar*  transposed:  that  is,  they 
are  placed  against  the  wrong  stars,  aud  that  the  reading  ought  to  be  as  follows : viz. 

160  Mayer  :=  1.3  19  41  . .16  l'  10  . 816.41  . 33  58  40 

81  Tauri  = 13  19  48  , 36  31  20  , 827-79  . :i6  28  30 

and  in  no  other  way  can  the  observations  be  reconciled  to  the  present  state  of  the  heavens.  1 

ought  to  remark,  however,  that  there  is  no  appearance  of  such  an  error  in  the  original  MS 

entry ; which  is  exactly  as  it  stands  in  the  printed  copy : yet  I think  such  a mistake  is  very 
probable  to  have  occurred  in  transcribing ; and  I have  therefore  cumpuied  the  values 
accordingly. 

571.  81  Tauri,  There  arc  two  observations  of  this  star,  by  Flamsteed : the  first  of  which,  on  Feb. 
4, 1691,  at  6”  27*  30*,  has  been  erroneously  copic<l  out  in  north  polar  distance  hy  him ; as  may 
be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  by  comparing  the  values  in  pages  23  and  33.  He  therefore  considered 
it  another  sur,  82  Tauri,  whose  position  in  the  Brituh  Catalogue  is  iR  = 63°  14'  40",  and 
D sr  4- 14°  23'  30" : but  which  consequently  does  not  exist.  The  other  observation  of  this  star 
is  on  Oct.  29,  1691,  at  13*  19“  48*,  and  not  at  13*  19"  4P,  as  supposed  by  Mias  Ilcrschel.  See 
the  preceding  note. 

573.  — Tauri.  Obscrv'cd  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  29,  1691,  at  13*  19"  53*;  which,  compared  with 
a Toun,  observed  on  the  same  evening,  will  show  that  this  is  Piazzi  IV.  102  = 162  Mayer. 

584.  41  Eriiiani.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Caialotjue  : but,  in 
the  original  entry,  U is  designated  as  the  5th ; which  1 liave  therefore  retained. 

585.  89  Tauri.  Beudea  the  two  observations  of  this  star,  indicated  by  Miss  Hcrschel,  (here  it 
another  on  Feb.  2,  1691,  at  6*  4l*  12*,  which  is  imperfectly  recorded  in  the  second  volume  of 
the  Historia  CalesHs,  page  90;  and  which  led  me  to  suspect  that  it  was  another  star,  No.  87 
in  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars.  But  on  referring  to  the  origmal  MS  entry,  I 6nd  that 
there  were  three  obiervationa  of  Paliliclum  in  zenith  distance  on  that  day,  (he  last  of  which,  in 
the  first  and  last  columns,  is  erroneous  O',  and  should  be  the  same  as  the  two  preceding.  And 
moreover,  that  the  zenith  distance  which  should  be  opposite  to  6*  41"  12*  is  altogether  omitted. 
The  original  is  very  confused,  inasmuch  as  the  wrong  zenith  distances  arc  placed  against  these 
two  stars : it  stands  thus, 
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Now  U n e?ident  that  the  aenith  dlaUoees  in  these  last  two  lines  should  be  transposed : and 
Flamsteed  himself  has  so  considered  it  when  he  reduced  the  stars,  oa  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol. 
23,  page  23,  where  this  star  is  evidently  shown  to  be  89  Tauri. 

587.  48  Eridani  v.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Ct^ahijuc  is  — 4°  O'  5".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  9,  1691,  at  10*'  31*"  7* : but  the  reading  of  the  zenith  distance 
per  strias  cochUiB  differs  2'  from  that  per  /meo#  diatjonedes,  Flamsteed  has  assumed  the  latter : 
but  the  former  appears  to  be  the  correct  reading.  I have  therefore  added  2*  to  the  above  value. 

590.  50  Eridani  o*.  This  star  is  called  v*  in  the  Britith  Ctdalogue : but  it  is  the  sixth  in  the  scries 
of  stars  designated  by  the  letter  v In  Bayer’s  map;  and  1 have  therefore  altered  the  notation. 
See  the  Introductioriy  page  400.  ' 

592.  92  Tauri  ir*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  as  c Tauri  in  Bayer’s  map : but,  as  the  present 
star  may  also  lay  claim  to  that  appellation,  1 have  retained  Flamsteed’s  notation. 

595.  93  Tauri  <*.  There  w only  one  star  designated  as  c Tauri  in  Bayer’s  map : but,  as  the  present 
star  may  also  lay  claim  to  that  appellation,  I have  retained  Flamsteed’s  notation. 

596.  9 Cametopardi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  Jan.  25,  1696,  the  second  star  after  5*"  44* ; but 
the  time  is  not  stated ; and  consequently  the  right  ascension  is  not  given  in  the  British  ■ Cata- 
logue. It  was  considered  by  Flamsteed  at  6rst  as  belonging  to  Ursa  Major  ; and  is  inserted 
in  that  constellation  by  Halley,  in  his  edition  of  1712;  from  which,  the  right  ascension  in  the 
present  catalogue  is  taken.  It  ia  Piazzi  IV.  176  = (17  Hcv.)  Cametopardi . 

597.  52  £>idoni  This  star  is  marked  as  y*  in  the  British  Calcdogue  : but  it  ia  the  seventh  and 
last  in  the  series  of  stars  designated  by  the  letter  u in  Baycr’a  map : and  I liave  therefore  altered 
the  notation.  See  the  /ntroduefion,  page  41K). 

600.  — £ritfon*.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  2,  1701,  at  6^  40"  58*.  It  is  Piazzi  IV.  154. 

601.  9.5  Tauri.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cat*dogue  is  66®  20^  10",  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  10,  1707,  at 6^^  35*:  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C, 
page  34.  The  reading  per  strias  cochlea  differs  26'  from  that  per  tineas  diogonales ; but  the 
latter  appears  to  be  the  true  one.  If  the  transit  of  this  star  be  compared  with  that  of  a Tauri  on  the 
same  evening,  it  will  be  srrn  that  the  right  ascension  given  by  Flamsteed  is  full  10'  greater  tlian 
it  ought  to  be.  The  MS  book  containing  the  original  entr}’  is  lo«t:  and  the  observations  of 
that  day  arc  not  inserted  in  the  copy.  In  the  MS  copy  of  the  British  Catalogue  (MSS,  vol.  27  C) 
the  right  ascension  appears  to  have  been  origbially  66®  10'  10";  and  to  have  been  subsequently 
altered  with  the  pen.  I have  therefore  restored  the  original  and  correct  value. 

602.  — Eridani.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  2,  1701,  at  6"  41*  33*.  It  ia  Piazzi  IV.  157, 
and  has  been  observed  also  by  Bradley* 

605.  1 Auriga.  Tins  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

606.  56  Eridani.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  14,  1692,  at  8*  2"  25*.  The  declination  in  the 
Bniish  Catalogue  ia  — 9^  2^  10" : but  the  reading  per  strias  cochlea  differs  5'  from  that  per 
tineas  dia^nates.  The  former  ia  the  true  one : and  although  Flamsteed  has  assumed  the 
latter  in  his  reduction  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  181 ; yet  in  the  original  MS  entry  he  appeara 
(from  the  subsequent  insertion  of  some  figures)  to  have  been  afterwards  aware  of  his  error: 


,')34  Azotes  to  the  Brilish  Cataiogue. 

I hnve  therefore  added  5'  to  Flamatced's  decUnation : and  it  now  accords  very  well  with 
Bradley. 

610.  2 Auriga.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  g,  in  the  British  QUalogue : but*  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  I have  here  rejected  it. 

511.  96  7‘ouri.  Observcil  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  I,  ilOO, at  9^  ll*  59^.  In  order  to  comapond 
with  modem  ohser^ationa,  the  declination  should  be  diminished  5' : but  I have  examined  the 
firiginal  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  7),  and  do  not  find  any  trace  of  error.  Tlie  two  subwrquenl  ob- 
aervalions  on  that  day,  which  arc  supposed  to  relate  to  No.  100  and  101  Ttturij  arc  not  recon- 
ciUhle  with  the  present  position  of  the  heavens  ; as  No.  100  docs  not  exist;  and  the  stor  which 
ia  suppoaed  to  be  No.  101  diders  9^  in  right  aBcensiou  from  Flamsteed’s  value. 

613.  I Orionis  r.  This  star  haa  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Caiologuf : but  it  U the 
ftrsl  of  the  cluster  of  six  stars  designated  by  the  letter  v in  Bayer's  m^.  See  the  Introduction, 
page  399. 

615.  2 Ch-ionwir*.  This  star  iscalletl  ar*  in  the  Britith  Catalogue:  but  it  is  the  second  of  the 
cluster  of  six  stars  designated  by  the  leUer  r in  Bayer’s  map.  See  the  Introduction,  page  399. 

619.  30nontrx*.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  ; but  it  is  the  third 

of  the  cluster  o(  six  stars  designated  by  the  Idler  ir  in  Bayer's  map.  See  the  Introduction, 
page  399. 

625.  — rouri.  Observed  by  Flatnsteed  on  Feb.  14,  1696,  after  6^  5“  36*;  but  the  exact  time  of 
transit  is  not  noted.  I cannot  find  thb  star  in  any  catalogue : but  M . Aigelander  stat  ca  that  it 
haa  been  observed  at  Abo,  aud  that  its  position  for  1830  is  = 4**  dS”*  54*,75  and 
D = + 24®  18' 47"  4. 

629.  7 Oriwtis  x*.  This  is  called  x*  in  the  British  Caiaiogue : but  it  is  the  fourth  of  the  cluster 
of  six  stars  designated  by  tbe  letter  w in  Bayer’s  map.  See  the  Introduction,  page  399. 

629.  8 Oriojus  x*.  This  star  lias  tJie  letter  x aunexed  to  it  iu  the  British  Cataiogue  : but  there  is  no 
such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  fifth  of  the  cluster  of  six  stars  designated  by  the 
letter  w in  Bayer's  map ; which  I have  tlicreforc  retained.  See  the  Introduction,  page  399. 

6'K).  4 Aurigsp.  Tikis  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  w,  in  the  British  Cataivgtse : but,  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it. 

6.32.  99  7*auri.  The  poeition  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cataiogue  is  iH  = 69°  55'  45"  and 
D =4-  23°  2'  55".  Tlicrc  is  no  observation  of  it  with  the  mural  arc  : but  in  MSS,  vol.  25, 
page  39,  it  is  stated  by  Flamsteed  to  liave  been  deduced  by  means  of  ftislancet  frum  a Oeminnrum 
and  y Orionis : and  in  the  original  entry  of  the  observations  made  with  the  sextant  on  Dec. 
14th  and  17th,  1677,  there  is  a diagram  of  the  three  stars  forming  the  triangle  there  alUkdcd  to. 
These  stars  are  98,  99,  and  103  Tauri.  The  position  of  the  first  of  these  slant  is  comet,  and 
was  subsequently  obscrv'cd  with  (he  mural  arc  : but  the  positions  of  the  two  others  are  erroneous 
both  in  right  ascension  and  declination.  And  that  these  emus,  have  arisen  from  some  mistake 
in  the  computatiou  ia  manifested  by  repeating  the  trigonometrical  process,  from  the  data  given 
by  Flamsteed : whereby  it  will  be  found  that  the  position  of  this  star  corresponds  exactly  with 
Piazxi  IV.  243  = 179  Mayer.  I have  given  only  the  approximate  values  for  the  epoch  1690. 
The  three  stars,  alluded  to  by  Flamsteed,  as  forrming  tbe  triai^le,  arc  dcuoted  by  the  oiunbcrs 
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)0y  11,  and  12,  in  his  Historia  Cceltilist  toI.  1,  page  6 : which  correspond  respectively  with 
99,  98,  and  103  Tauri.  It  is  nngiilar  that  there  should  be  a star  very  near  (be  point  in  which 
Flams  teed  has  erroneoualy  placed  this  star;  and  whose  position  is  given  by  M.  ArgeUnder. 

636.  11  Cameloyardi.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  m^nitude  in  the  Briiixh  Caitdotjuc  : b<it 
although  it  is  once  so  called  in  the  observations,  yet,  at  another  time,  it  is  stated  to  be  of  the 
Clh.  I have  therefore  taken  the  mean.  Piazzi  makes  it  5^. 

639.  100  raiin.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  1,  llOO,  at  9^  20“  5*:  but  1 cannot  find  a star 
in  any  catalogue  that  corresponds  with  this  description.  See  the  note  to  No.  611  of  this 
catalogue.  The  zenith  distance  is  marked  as  doubtful  in  the  original  MS  entry. 

642.  lOl  7*ottri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jsn,  1,  1700,  at  9^  21"  55*.  In  order  to  corres|>oml 
with  more  modem  observations,  the  declination  should  be  diminished  at  least  9* : but  1 have 
examined  the  original  MS  entry,  (MSS,  vol.  7,)  and  do  not  find  any  trace  of  error.  See  the 
Note  to  No.  61 1 of  this  catalogue. 

643.  10  Orionij  •b*.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  Brduh  Caiatoyw : but  it  is  the  last 
of  the  cluster  of  six  stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer*s  map ; and  I have  therefore 
retained  that  appellation.  Sec  the  Introduction,  page  399- 

644.  9 Auriga.  One  of  the  ohaervations  of  this  star  was  made  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1696,  at 
7^  56*  28* ; where  it  is  stated  to  have  been  observed  to  the  nofih  of  the  zenith.  This  ohaervation 
haa  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed  accordingly  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  375,  and  has  given  rise  to  the 
introduction  of  13  C^mtlopardi  into  the  Briiith  Caialogue,  wboae  position  there  given  is 
A = 70°  38' 30"  and  D =4  51®  59' 20":  hut  no  such  star  exists.  It  has  therefore  Ijceii 
suggested  by  Mias  Herschel  that  probably  the  obscr%ation  was  made  to  the  south  of  the  zenith; 
in  which  case  it  would  agree  with  9 Auriga.  And  although  there  is  nothing  in  the  original 
MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  C)  to  warrant  this  alteration,  yet  I have  ventured  to  adopt  it;  since  in 
no  other  way  can  the  discurdauce  be  reconciled.  I would  remark  that  in  the  list  of  stars  in 
Ursa  hfajor  (amongst  which  this  star  was  originally  classed)  in  MSS,  vol.  25,  the  right 
aacension  is  marked  as  doubtful 

r>45.  102  Taurt  i.  One  of  the  olwervations  of  this  star,  viz.  that  made  on  OcL  1, 1704,  at  15*  29“  27*, 
has  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34 ; and  by  some  unaccountable  mis- 
take he  has  made  an  error  of  upwards  of  1^  hour  in  the  right  ascension.  Whence  has  arisen 
the  introduction  of  3 Tauri  into  the  British  Caiaiogvti;  whose  position  as  there  given  is 
iR  48°  16'  10"  and  U = + 21®  4'  30":  but  which  coDsequently  docs  not  exist. 

647.  14  Cvtmolopardi.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : 
but  in  the  original  entry,  it  is  designated  as  the  7lh  ; which  I have  therefore  retained. 

649.  — Camolopardi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1096,  ot  7^  SQ"  20* : and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  375.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley *s  editioa  of  1712,  under 
the  cooetellation  of  Ursa  Major : and  was  obsmed  by  Lalamlc  in  Hist.  Cc/.  page  374,  at 
4*  53"  23*, 4.  I know  not  why  it  was  afterwards  rejected. 

C52.  1 1 Orionis.  This  star,  as  well  as  15  OrzontV,  baa  the  letter  y annexed  to  it  in  the  British 
Catalogue  : but,  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  rejected  it  in  both  places. 

653.  — Veporii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  13, 1691,  at  6*  4*  46* : but  it  ia  not  reduced  by 
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him,  with  the  other  »Ur»  on  that  day.  The  right  aacen»ion  appears  to  be  doubtful,  ai  it  was 
observed  post  transitum.  On  referring  to  the  ori^no/  MS  entry,  (MSS,  tol.  5,)  1 find  much 
confusion  in  the  figures  denoting  the  time  of  transit.  It  appears  that  the  time  of  transit  of  the 
subsequent  star,  viz.  6^  27”*  46|^*  had  been  origituiUy  entered  in  iu  stead  : the  27  is  completely 
obliterated,  and  the  figure  4 inserted  iu  the  margin  : the  seconds,  instead  of  being  46  as  in  the 
printed  copy,  appear  to  me  to  have  be^sn  altered  to  II.  On  iltc  whole,  the  transit  cannot  be 
deiwmled  upon;  and  I suspect,  with  M.  Argelander,  that  the  time  of  ubsen'atiou  should  have 
been  recorded  6^  24"  40':  ih  which  case  it  would  agree  with  Piazzi  IV.  285;  and  I have 
therefore  adopted  that  reading. 

054-  104  Tauri  tn.  One  of  the  observations  of  Utis  star,  viz.  that  made  on  Oct.  1,  1704,  at 
IS**  33"  52*,  has  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  2C  C,  |»ge  34  : and,  by  some  unac- 
countable mistake,  he  has  made  an  error  of  upwards  of  1 hour  in  the  right  ascension.  Whence 
has  arisen  the  introduction  of  8 Tauri  into  the  Bnlish  C<italoyue : whose  position  as  there  given 
is  Ai  = 49®  22'  30"  and  U = + 18®  O'  30";  but  which  consequently  dcjcs  not  exist.  The 
present  star  is  designated  once  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  and  once  of  the  Cth. 

655  103  Tomti.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  ifl  = 72®  4'  48"  and 

1)  =4’  24®  11'  S".  There  is  no  observation  of  it  with  the  mural  arc  : but  in  MSS,  voL  25, 

page  39,  it  is  stated  Flamsteed  to  have  been  deduced  by  means  of  distancfs  from  a Geminorum 
iayOrionis:  and  in  the  original  entry  of  the  observations  made  with  the  sextant  on  Dec. 
I4th  and  17th,  1677,  there  is  a diagram  of  the  three  stars  forming  the  triangle  there  alluded  to. 
See  the  note  to  No.  632  above.  Ry  repeating  the  trigonometrical  pTocess  from  the  data  given 
hy  Flamsteed,  it  will  be  found  that  some  mistake  has  been  committetl,  whereby  its  right  as- 
censiou  and  declination  have  been  erroneously  deduced : and  when  the  computation  U cot- 
rectly  made,  this  star  will  be  found  to  be  Pinzzi  IV.  295  = 152  Lacaille.  1 have  given  only 
the  approxifsu^e  values,  for  the  epoch  of  the  catalogue.  It  was  observed  by  Bradley. 

658.  1 Leporis.  This  star  U designated  os  of  the  9lh  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  I 
apprehend  that  this  is  a typographical  error;  os  it  is  stated  to  be  the  Glh,  In  the  original  entry. 

659-  107  Taitri.  This  star  is  called /*,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  as  there  is  only  one  star 

designated  by  that  letter,  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it,  on  account  of  the  difference 

of  magnitude.  It  is  also  stated  to  be  of  the  6th  magnitude  : but,  in  the  original  entries,  it  is 
once  styled  parvuta,  aikd  once  as  of  the  8lh  magnitude.  I have  therefore  altered  it. 

t»60.  13  Orionis.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  2,  1701,  at  7^  7"  19*;  and  agreeably  to  a 
remark  made  by  him,  was  probably  reduced  by  Mr.  Hodgson  ; from  which  the  position  in  the 
British  Caiaiogue  is  taken:  but  1 cannot  discover  that  those  computations  now  exist.  It  was 
also  reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  32  ; but  in  so  doing,  an  error  of  2^  was  made  in  the  right 
ascension,  and  10'  in  the  declination.  Whence  arose  the  introduction,  into  the  British  Cata- 
logue, of  1 2 Orionis : w hose  position,  there  given,  is  iR  = 72°  39'  0",  and  D = + 8°  53'  10" ; 
but  which  does  not  exist. 

662.  66  Eridarsi.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caiaiogue  is  72°  31'  50".  It  was 
observed  by  Flsmstccd  on  Dec.  9,  1691,  at  11‘  1"  37*:  but  on  comparing  the  time  of  its 
transit  with  that  of  other  stars  on  the  same  day,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  an  error  of  20'  in  the 
right  ascension.  And  on  referring  to  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  202, 1 find  that  the  true  value  ia 
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there  »Uted  u in  the  present  catalogue  ; so  that  the  error  must  hare  been  committed  by  the 
transcriber  or  printer. 

663.  15  OriomV.  See  the  note  to  No.  652,  above. 

667.  67  ErLliini  )3.  In  the  Britith  Catalogue  this  star  » called  h:  but  this  ia  an  error  of  the 
press ; as  it  is  denoted  by  the  letter  Q by  Bayer,  whom  Flamsteed  professed  to  follow : and  it  ia 
also  so  marked  in  the  MS  copies.  I have  therefore  restored  tlie  true  reading.  I would  here 
remark  that  in  Flamsteed’s  MSS  the  letter  h is  with  difficulty  distinguished  from  the  letter  |6. 

672.  — ra«ri.  Ohsen'ed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb,  13,  1696,  at  6'*  30“  14' : and  partly  reduced  by 
him  in  5fSS,  vol.  23,  page  27.  It  is  Piazzi  V.  1. 

675.  108  Tauri.  This  star  is  omitted  in  Flamsteed’s  map  of  Taurus. 

678.  15  Auriga  X.  The  obsenraUous  of  Bradley  and  Piazzi  conhnn  the  proper  motion  of  this  star 
in  declination : and  which,  being  assumed  equal  to  0^',65,  will  make  the  ditference  from 
Bradley  equal  to  — 44", 9 only. 

082.  — Auriga,  Obscr\*cd  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  3,  1693,  at  7'  8"  41’.  Zt  ts  Piazzi  V.  26,  erro- 
neously culled  by  him  18  .4uri^,  which  is  the  next  star.  No.  27.  It  was  observed  also  by 
Bradley. 

685.  18  Auriga.  This  star  is  Piazzi  V.  27 ; and  not  No.  26,  as  erroneously  stated  by  him. 

691.  17  Camehpardi.  There  is  no  right  ascension  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue. 
It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  at  7^  52“  nearly : but  the  time  is  only  approxi- 
mately given.  I have  therefore  inserted  an  approximate  right  ascension  corresponding  with 
modern  observations. 

698-  — Orionis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept  19,  1690,  at  IC**  41“  56*.  Thus  says  the 
original  MS  entry,  which  is  not  in  the  printed  co/»y.  See  the  next  note.  It  is  Piazzi  V.  58. 

700.  22  Orionis  o.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Sept.  19,  1690,  at  16^  42“  10*,  the  reading 
per  strias  cochlea  diflers  2'  from  that  per  tineas  diagonalcs : but  the  former  is  the  correct  read- 
ing, and  the  zenith  distance  should  be  increased  V and  has  been  so  assumed  by  Flamsteed  In 
Ixis  reduc6on  of  this  star  in  5ISS,  vol.  23,  page  185.  I would  here  remark  that  in  the  original 
MS  entry  there  ia  the  following  note,  which  has  not  been  printed  in  the  Histona  Calestis: 
va.,  **  Comes  transit  41“  56'  dist : 8'  ad  austnim,**  which  is  the  star  No.  698  of  the  present 
catalogue,  and  which  has  been  observed  by  Bradley,  Piazzi,  and  Lalande.  The  present  star  is 
not  denoted  by  any  letter  in  the  British  Catalogue  i but  it  is  o Orionis  in  Bayer’s  map.  1 
liave  therefore  retained  it 

704.  112  Tauri  /3.  This  is  the  same  star  as  23  Auriga  y. 

709.  25  Orionis  One  of  the  oltservations  of  this  star  waa  made  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  15, 
1 700,  at  8"  44“  26* : and  in  copying  nut  the  zenith  distance,  for  tlie  purpose  of  deducing  the 
declination,  he  has  inadvertently  written  50*  24'  5"  j whereby  an  error  of  20'  has  been  made. 
Sec  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  32.  This  has  given  rise  to  the  iutruduction  of  26  Orionis  into  die 
British  CiUaingue ; whose  position  there  given  is  iR  = 77°  10'  20",  and  D = -F  1°  11'  25" ; 
but  which  consequently  docs  not  exist  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  in 
Bayer’s  map,  which  evidently  belongs  to  30  Orionis:  Flamsteed  however  has  annexed  that 
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letter  tt>  both  tbe  Btars ; and,  in  order  to  prevent  any  cooiuaion  by  the  alteration,  1 have  heir 
retained  it  in  each  case. 

110.  21  Onomr  p.  This  star  is  called  in  the  British  Caialotjut ; but  it  is  in  fact  p in  Bayer’s 
map ; and  I have  therefore  restored  the  correct  reading. 

714.  115  Tauri.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  7^  magnitude  in  the  British  Cattxloguri  which  is 
erroneous,  as  it  is  designated  as  of  tbe  6th,  in  the  only  observations  where  the  magnitude  is 
noted.  I have  therefore  altered  it 

730.  20  Ciimelopardi.  The  declination  of  this  atar  In  the  British  Catahgue  is  + 56°  14'  50".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  im  Jan.  26,  1696,  at  8^  17”‘  37* ; and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in 
MSS,  vul.  23,  page  377.  But  in  reducing  the  result  to  the  epoch  of  the  catalogue  be  appears 
to  have  applied  the  amount  of  the  precession  (s  25")  with  a n*rong  sign.  I have  tUerefure 
deducted  50"  from  the  above  value. 

724.  119  Tiiuri.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  7th  magnitude  in  the  British  Caiahijue  ; but  it  is 
nowhere  called  leas  than  tbe  6th  in  the  obacnratioii  book;  and  ouoe  it  is  stated  to  be  5i^.  1 

have  therefore  altered  it. 

727.  — Tauri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  6,  1691,  after  T*  9"  11*;  and  again  on  Feb.  14, 
1696,  at  6^  46“  28*.  The  latter  observation  bat  been  regularly  reduced  by  Flamstee«l,  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  28 ; and  I do  not  know  why  it  was  omitted  in  the  MS  list  of  the  stare  in  Taurus^ 
mserted  in  page  33  of  the  same  book.  M.  Argelandcr  has  shown  that  it  is  the  double  star 
(distaut  12")  which  is  to  be  found  tn  Beasel’s  Zones,  330,  338,  and  340,  at  5^  21*  48*,  and 
+ 16°  56'. 

730.  23  Camelopardi.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  should  be  increased  V 55",2  in  order  tn 
correspond  with  Bradley’s  ob«er%'ation.  In  Halley’s  edition  of  1112,  the  right  ascension  is 
19°  2'  20" ; which  is  much  nearer  the  value  originally  deduced  by  Flamsteed  : see  MSS,  vol. 
23,  pages  315  and  331.  But  in  the  1st  Appendix  to  that  volume  (MSS,  vol.  26  .A)  he  has 
revised  all  the  ealculatious  of  the  circumpolar  stars,  and  made  considerable  alterabons  in  their 
poeitioDB. 

133.  35  Orionix.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caialngu^  it  19^1' 50"  : but  it  is 
marked  as  doubtful.  Tn  Halley’s  edition  of  1112  it  is  inserted  in  the  constellation  Taurus ; 
and  the  right  ascension  there  given  is  19°  4'  10" : and  this  is  the  value  which  I And  annexed  to  it, 
in  all  the  MS  catalogues,  under  the  constellation  Taurus.  1 know  not  why  it  was  altered  unless 
by  an  error  of  the  transcriber : and  on  this  supposition  I have  restored  the  original  and  correct 
value.  In  the  British  Catalog'  it  is  marked  aa  of  the  6th  magnitude  t but  in  the  crijinai 
entries,  it  is  always  designated  as  tbe  1th ; which  1 have  therefore  retained.  It  was  never 
noted  as  of  the  5th,  as  erroneously  printed. 

135.  36  Orionis  ti.  This  star  is  said  by  Flamsteed  to  have  many  telescopic  stars  near  it. 

136.  24  Cameteparfii.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  should  be  increased  nearly  12'  in  order  to 
correspond  with  more  modern  observations.  In  Halley’s  edition  of  1112,  the  right  ascension 
is  19°  ly  0".  See  the  note  to  No.  130.  Besides  the  2 obsen'ations  of  this  star  indicated  by 
Miss  Herschel,  there  is  another  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  after  S'*  10*  32*;  and  which  1 had  coniu*^ 
dered  as  a ditTerent  one  (No.  98)  in  my  ist  of  Flanuteed’s  inedited  stars.  But,  on  referring 


Digitized  by  Google 


539 


Note*  to  the  Britith  Catahgue. 

to  tb«  orijituU  MS  entry  T find  written  in  the  m&rgm  4.  48. 10,  wliieh  indicatea  the  zenith 
diatance  of  the  star,  and  identidea  it  with  the  preaent  one,  as  conjectured  by  M.  Argelander. 

738.  38  Oriomt  n*.  This  star  is  not  designated  by  any  letter  in  the  British  Catalogs : but  it  is 
the  second  of  the  two  stars  denoted  by  the  letter  n in  Baycris  map.  1 have  therefore  retained  it. 

743.  122  Town.  This  star  U omitted  in  Flamsteed's  map  of  Taurus. 

747-  — Tovri.  Observed  by  Flanistoeil  ou  Jan.  30,  1710,  at  7^  50“  43*.  It  is  the  same  star  as 
that  observed  by  Lalaitde,  in  Hist.  Cei.  page  143,  at  5^  37”'  6*,7,  mag.  6:  and  M.  Argelander 
says  that  7 obser%ations  of  it  at  Abo  give  its  position  for  1830,  iR  = 5^  2S"'  30*, 02,  and 
D = +2!^  6'  30",7. 

748.  41  Orionir  6'.  This  star  is  called  by  Flamsteed:  but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by 
that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  which  is  43  Orionis : and  it  otighl  therefore  to  be  rejected,  on 
account  of  its  difference  in  magnitude.  But,  I apprehend  that  the  magnitude  of  43  Orionis 
h ermncoinly  stated  in  the  British  Caiaiogue  ; and  I have  therefore  retained  the  letter  here. 

750.  43  Orionis  I cannot  find  any  memorandum  of  the  magnitude  of  this  star,  in  the  original 
entries.  Piazzi  says  it  is  of  the  6th  only.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  $ in 
Bayer’s  map ; but  as  it  may  lie  doubted  whether  that  letter  belongs  to  this  star  or  to  41  Orionis, 
Flamsteed  has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  here  retained. 

752.  45  Orionis.  This  star  is  called  (*  in  the  British  Catalogue : hut,  as  there  is  only  one  star 
designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer's  msp,  I have  here  rejected  it,  on  account  of  the  difference 
of  magnitude.  In  the  British  Calaittgue,  it  is  also  stated  to  be  of  the  5th  magnitude  : but  on 
referring  to  the  original  entry  of  the  obser%-ation  of  Jan.  8,  1694,  at  9**  21*  9*,  I find  that  the 
prioted  copy  is  erroneous,  and  that  the  star  should  be  designated  as  of  the  7tb  magnitude.  I 
have  therefore  altered  it. 

754.  135  Tauri.  This  star  is  marked  of  the  3rd  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  in  the 
original  observations  it  is  once  called  of  the  5th,  and  once  of  the  6th  magnitude.  I have 
tlicrefore  taken  the  mean. 

756.  27  Camelopard i.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Calalogue  is  4*56^  52'  35":  it 
was  observed  by  Flamstecil  on  Jsn.  22,  1696,  after  8^  26“  41* ; and  the  north  polar  distance 
regularly  reduced  by  him,  as  ap|>ears  by  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  377  : but,  in  copying  it  out  for 
the  catalogue,  an  error  of  3(y  has  been  made,  which  I have  here  corrected.  I cannot  however 
find  any  star  that  nill  corres{>ond  with  the  obsenation:  but  M.  Argelander  supposes  that  it 
may  be  24  Cameiopardi,  which  had  been  observed  on  the  same  evening;  and,  continuing  in 
the  field  of  the  tclcsco|>c,  was  thus  inadvertently  re*observed  and  taken  for  another  star. 

759.  — CoiumbiP.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  11,  1691,  at  7*’  5“  15*.  M.  Argelander  says 
that  it  is  to  be  found  in  Lacaillc's  Ccelum  Ausiraie,  page  121,  and  is  the  8th  star  in  the  6th 
column,  which  enters  at  5**  21*  25*  and  exits  at  5**  26*  8*.  See  the  note  to  No.  776  of  this 
catalogue. 

765.  — Orionis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1713,  at  8^  9*  33*.  It  is  Piazzi  V.  192. 

166.  127  Taurt.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but 
nowhere  (either  in  the  printed  or  manuscript  observatious)  is  it  denoted  otherwise  than  as  of 
the  7th : which  I have  therefore  adopted. 
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769.  — Coiumha.  Obterrcd  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  11,  1691,  at  7**  8“  5B*.  It  u Piazzi  V.  183, 
and  No.  427  in  Lacaillc’s  Calum  AustraU.  See  the  note  to  No.  776  of  this  catalogue. 

774.  29  Auri^  t.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5tb  magnitude  in  the  British  Caialo^e:  but 
in  the  only  (triipnai  entry  where  the  magnitude  is  recorded,  it  is  called  of  the  6th ; which  I 
hate  therefore  adopted. 

775.  — ColumtuF.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  11,  1691,  after  I**  11"  46*.  It  is  Piazzi  V. 
197,  and  No.  433  in  the  catalogue  in  Lacaille*s  Caium  Austral^.  See  the  neat  note. 

776.  — Coiumha  «.  Obsened  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb,  11,  1691,  at  7'*  II"  46*,  where  it  is  desig- 
nated by  the  letter  a.  It  is  Piazzi  V.  196,  and  No.  434  in  Lacaille’s  Ctrlum  Austraie.  It  is 
inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712,  in  the  constellation  of  Castis  Major ^ and  where  its  pusitiun 
is  iR  = 82°  7^  30",  and  D = — 34°  15'  10".  The  7 stars  in  the  constellation  Cofumba  which 
are  given  in  this  catalogue  (viz.  No.  759,  769,  775,  776,  788,  815,  and  820)  have  all  been 
regularly  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  M5iS,  vol.  23,  page  191 : and  I have  assumed  the  declina- 
tions which  he  has  there  deduced.  Tlic  r^ht  ascensions  have  been  determined  by  taking  the 
difterences  between  their  transit  and  that  of  ^ Cmiis  Majorist  which  was  the  determining  star 
assumed  by  him  in  these  reductions. 

778.  SO  Auri^iB  £.  This  is  the  same  star  as  32  Canu*iopardi  : the  position  of  which  in  the  British 
Caiaiogue  it  iR  = 82°  IG'  0",  and  D = -F  55°  34'  30" : and  which  is  correctly  stated  to  be  of 
the  5th  magnitude. 

782,  — Orimir.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  10,  1691,  after  7‘  16"  29*,5.  It  is  Piazzi  V. 
222  = 218  Mayer. 

784.  132  Tauri.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  once  only  designated  aa  the  4th,  and  twice  as  the  6th  : I have  there- 
fore taken  the  mean. 

788.  — Columhfr.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  11,  1691,  at  7“  14"  30*.  It  is  Piazzi  V.  21 1, 
and  No.  440  in  the  catalogue  in  Lacaille’s  Ctelum  Australe.  See  the  note  to  No.  776  above. 

79!  ■ 134  Tauri.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  in  the  Ilistoria  CalestiSf  vol.  2,  page  292,  it  is 
said  to  have  a bright  companion  preceding  it.  Probably  one  of  U)e  stars  given  in  Lalande's 
Hist.  CH  page  311. 

792.  — Camelopardi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  22,  1696,  at  8**  38“  27‘.  The  zenith 
distance  is  not  given : but  it  is  evidently  the  star  observed  by  I.«landc  in  Mem.  de  PAcad.  for 
1790,  page  377,  at  5^  41"  4*, 5,  mag.  8;  and  which  passed  15'  22"  to  the  north  of  33 
Casnelopardi. 

797.  34  Camelopardi.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogtse  is  -f  65°  15'  0".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  22,  1696,  at  8"  40"  10*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  biro  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  377.  But  in  reducing  it  to  the  epoch  of  1690,  he  appears  to  have  applied 
the  precession  (ss  25")  with  a wrong  sign.  1 have  therefore  deducted  50"  from  the  above 
value. 

799.  — Auriger.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1696,  at  8^  48"  9^,  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  voL  23,  page  375.  1 know  not  why  it  was  omitted  in  the  British  Calaiogue. 

It  is  probably  No.  854  in  Bessel’s  catalogue  of  Bradley’s  stars. 
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900.  137  Tauri.  In  the  reduction  of  the  obecrvntion  of  this  star,  which  was  made  on  Feb.  8, 
1691,  at  7*'  29“  52*,  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  13'  in  the  declination  : whereby  he  has 
considered  it  to  be  another  star,  138  Taurij  whose  position  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  iR  = 
83°  41'  0",  and  D = + 13°  49'  35",  but  which  does  not  exist.  It  may  be  proper  to  state 
here  that  in  that  observation  the  zenith  distance  per  strias  eochUee  is  the  correct  reading,  which 
differs  10'  from  that  per  lineas  diagonales  assumed  by  Flamsteed  in  his  reduction  ; and  that 
the  further  error  of  3'  is  made  in  the  arithmetical  coroputatioD.  See  MSS,  voi  23,  page  27 1 
and  compare  it  with  the  deduced  zenith  distance  in  the  original  MS  entry. 

808.  — Auriga.  Observed  by  Flsntsteed  on  Feb.  20, 1692,  at  6'*47"  4*;  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  295.  1 know  not  why  it  was  omitted  in  the  British  Catalogue. 

I cannot  And  it  in  any  catalogue ; but  M.  Argclander  says  that  he  has  observed  it  6 times,  and 
tliat  its  position  for  1830  ts  AX.  = S'*  47"*  54',00,  and  D = + 44°  34'  1 1", 6 ; mag.  GJ. 

813.  — Orionis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  8,  1691,  at  7^  34*  37*,  but  the  time  is  doubt- 
ful. It  was  regularly  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  voL  23,  page  167,  but  omitted  in  his  list 
of  stars  in  Oricm  in  page  206  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalaode  in  the 
Hist  Cel.  page  206,  at  5“  45“  14’, 5,  mag.  7J. 

814.  35  Camelopardi.  The  nght  ascension  of  this  star  is  not  given  in  the  British  Catalogue.  It 
was  observed  on  Jan.  22,  1696,  the  second  after  8^  40“  10*:  but  the  time  is  not  stated.  I 
have  given  the  approximate  value  corresponding  witli  modern  observations. 

815.  — Columber  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  11, 1601,  at  7*'  23"  23*, 5.  It  is  Piazzi  V. 
^7  (where  it  is  designated  by  the  letter  which  1 have  here  relained),  and  No.  452  in  the 
catalogue  in  Lacaillc’s  Ctelum  Australe.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  where  its 
position  is  iR  = 85°  O'  0",  and  D = — 35°  53'  30".  See  the  note  to  No.  776  above. 

816.  38  Auriga.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  14,  1693,  at  7^  8"  54*.  The  declination  in  the 
British  Catalogue  is  4*  42°  57'  10":  but  this  is  too  great  by  S',  if  compared  with  Bradley’s 
observations.  On  examining  the  or^iual  MS  entry,  1 6ud  that  the  minutes  in  the  zenith  dis- 
tance were  originally  entered  39,  but  that  Flamsteed  has  altered  it  with  the  pen  to  34,  as  in  the 
printed  copy.  There  can  be  no  doubt  however  that  the  original  entry  is  the  correct  one.  See 
also  the  MS  copy  of  the  same  observation  ; where  a similar  alteration  lias  been  made.  Flam- 
steed remarks  that  this  star  has  another  which  precedes  it,  SO'  distant : hut  it  is  not  stated 
whether  that  distance  is  measured  in  time  or  in  space;  in  right  ascension  or  declination.  Pro* 
hably  it  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  142,  at  5^46“  7*, 5,  mag.  9. 

817.  — Orionis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  8,  1691,  at  7*36**32*;  and  again  in  zenith 
distance  on  Feb.  13,  1696,  the  third  after  7'*  11*  0*.  'The  former  oboervation  was  regularly 
reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  187 ; but  omitted  in  the  list  of  stars  in  Orion  in 
page  206  of  the  same  volume.  It  has  been  observed  twice  by  Bessel  as  of  the  7th  magnitude ; 
Zone  56,  at  5*  48"  54’,30,  and  146,  at  5“  48"  55’, 44. 

816.  140  Tauri.  This  star  is  marked  ss  of  the  6th  magnitude : but  in  the  original  entry  of  the 
observation  it  is  designated  as  7^ ; which  1 have  therefore  adopted. 

820.  ^ Columba  k.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  11,  1691,  at  7‘ 25“  9*.  It  is  Piazzi  V. 
276,  and  No.  453  in  the  catalogue  in  Lacaille’s  Calum  Austrade.  See  the  note  to  No.  776 
above. 
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82*.  30  Camt'lopardi.  There  is  no  right  sscension  sonexed  to  this  star  in  the  Brilish  Cataio^e. 
It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1690,  after  8*  57*  35* : but  the  time  is  not  stated. 
1 have  given  the  approximate  right  ascension  corresponding  with  modern  observadona. 

828.  — Auriga.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  20,  1692,  at  6^  52“  40*.  It  is  the  star  obsened 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  208,  at  5^  50“  40*,8,  mag.  7J. 

8.30.  * Auriga.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Fch.  20,  1692,  at  6^  53“  9*.  It  is  Piazzi  V.  301 ; 
and  has  been  observed  also  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  208,  at  5*“  51“  8*, 5,  mag.  7. 

833  64  Orionis  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caiatogue  ia  87®  1'  40'^  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  6,  1690,  at  9'*45“7*;  again  on  Feb.  7,  1691,  at 
7‘*  53“  5*,5;  and  again  on  Feb.  13,  1696,  at  7^  21*  21*.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the 
time  of  the  second  observation  here  mentioned  should  be  7^  50*  5%S.  Tliis  correction  has 
been  made  by  Mim  Herschel;  and  on  referring  to  the  original  MS  entry  I find  that  the 
miginal  entry  has  been  altered,  and  that  .53  is  placed  in  the  margin.  It  is  evident  however 
that  the  time  of  ibo  transit  of  this  star,  and  that  immediately  following  it  on  tlie  same  day,  are 
both  too  great  by  .3*.  The  comparisons  of  all  the  above  observations  show  that  FlamsteedN 
right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  45' ; and  it  will  then  accord  with  the  value  in 
Halley's  edition  of  1713.  It  is  Piazzi  V.  304.  It  thus  becomes  ^ Orionis:  and  the  star 
called  ^ by  Flamsteed  ia  now  y*. 

834-  — Camriopfirdi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  at  8"  35*  26*.  It  is  Piazzi  V. 
335  =:  (23  Hev.)  Casneh^pardi. 

837.  1 Geminorum.  This  star  has  the  letter  II  affixed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  it  does 
not  form  any  part  of  the  constellation  Ocmmr,  in  Bayer's  map;  and  the  letter  is  merely  used 
there  as  a note  of  reference  to  an  unformed  star.  I hare  therefore  rejected  it. 

838.  62  Ononis  Observed  by  Flsmsleed  on  Jan.  6,  1690,  at  9^  45*  32*;  again  on  Feb.  7, 
1691,  at  7*“  53"  30*,5 ; and  again  on  Feb.  13,  1696,  at  7**  21“  43* ,5.  The  second  obserrstion 
hsa  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed;  but  in  consequence  of  the  error  of  3*  alluded  to  in  the  note 
to  No.  833  of  this  catalogue,  he  has  considered  it  as  a different  star  from  the  present  one, 
differing  45'  in  right  ascension  from  it:  viz.,  65  Orionis^  whose  position  in  the  British  Cata- 
logue is  ill  = 87®  8'  15",  and  D = + 20®  5'  SO'',  but  which  docs  not  exist.  The  present 
star  is  calle<l  ^ 1^  Flamsteed : Imt,  in  consequence  of  the  errur  just  alluded  to,  and  those 
noticed  in  the  note  to  No.  833,  it  becomes  y*.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  (here  are 
only  two  stars  denoted  by  (he  letter  y in  Bayer’s  map  : hut  as  it  may  be  doubtcil  which  of  the 
two  (54  or  57  Ortoni'r)  formed  the  first;  and  whkh  of  the  two  (62  or  64  Orionis)  formed  the 
second  of  such  stara,  1 have,  after  the  example  of  Flamsteed,  designated  the  whole  of  them  by 
that  letter. 

840.  2 Geminorum.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  8th  magnitude  in  the  British  CtUalogue : but 
it  is  only  once  so  called  in  the  observ'alion  liook;  whilst  it  is  twice  called  of  the  7th,  which  1 
have  here  adopted. 

843.  63  Ortonu.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catedogue  is  86®3P  30";  which 
is  erroneous.  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  6,  1691,  at  7**  56“  35*,  and  regularly 
and  correctly  reduced  by  him,  as  appears  by  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  187.  But  it  is  not  inserted 
in  his  list  of  stara  in  C^non,  ui  page  206  of  the  same  volume ; although  the  incorrect  value  ia 
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there  interted^  u aleo  in  Halley**  edition  of  1112.  I cannot  diacovcr  how  thia  aingular  miatake 
could  haee  happened  : but  I have  rectified  it  in  the  preaent  catalogue.  It  ta  Piazzi  V.  321 . 

941.  3 Thia  atar  i*  marked  aa  of  the  Stb  nuignitude  in  the  BritUh  Catalogue:  but  it 

ia  only  once  ao  called  in  the  obm^'ation  book;  whiUt  it  is  twice  called  of  the  1th,  and  twice 
of  the  6th.  I have  therefore  taken  the  mean  of  the  two  latter. 

95  S.  3 Lyncis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  reduced  above  5'  in  order  to  correspond 
with  modem  observations.  There  is  evidently  an  error  of  2^  in  the  reduction,  aa  it  followed 
1 Lyncis  1°  P 15"  according  to  Flamsteed's  own  computation  in  MSS,  vol.  33,  page  311. 

864.  — MonocerotU.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  2,  1101,  after  8^  12“  56  ; but  the  exact 
time  of  transit  is  not  given.  The  reading  per  striae  cochlea  difiTcrs  21'  from  that  per  lineoi 
diagonales : but  as  Flamsteed  haa  assumed  the  latter,  in  his  reduction  of  this  star,  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  320,  I have  also  adopted  it.  If  the  former  he  aaiumed,  the  declination  would 
be  — 6^  4'  40".  On  neither  supposition  however  can  I find  any  star  that  will  accord  with  the 
observation.  M.  Argelander  haa  suggested  that  if  we  suppose  an  error  in  the  register,  and  that 
the  zenith  distance  were  59®  1*  0"  [1311.423,  the  observation  would  agree  with  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist  Chi.  page  264,  at  6^  1“  43*, 3,  mag.  6.  But  there  is  nothing 
in  the  original  MS  entry  to  warrant  thia  alteration. 

961.  45  Auriga.  There  ia  only  one  observation  of  this  star,  by  Flamsteed,  which  took  place  on 
Feb.  14, 1693,  at  1^  24“  40* : but  although  the  time  is  marked  as  doubtful,  it  has  been  assumed 
aa  correct,  by  Flamsteed,  in  hia  computation  of  the  right  ascension  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  ]>age  299. 
In  fact,  it  should  be  diminished  about  15*  (=3'  45")  in  order  to  accord  with  modem  obser- 
vationa. 

812.  — Lyncis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1696,  at  9^  12“  21* ; and  again  on  Jan.  23, 
at  9"  4"  46*;  both  of  which  arc  regularly  reduced  by  him,  as  a atar  in  Ursa  Majors  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  pages  315  and  317  ; and  arc  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1112,  in  that  consteUation. 
It  is  Piazzi  VI.  55. 

873.  — Lyncis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1696,  at  9**  13“  54*  (which  probably  ought 
to  be  9^  12*44‘)  and  again  on  Jan.  22,  1696,  at  9^  5“  1* : both  of  which  are  r^ularly  reduced 
by  him  as  a star  in  Ursa  Majca-^  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  315  and  311 ; and  are  inserted  in 
Halley’s  edition  of  1112.  it  ia  Piazzi  VI.  51. 

814.  14  Orionis  k*.  There  is  only  one  star  deadgnated  by  the  letter  kt  in  Bayer's  map:  but,  as 
there  may  be  a doubt  whether  it  belongs  to  13  Orionis,  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed  has 
annexed  it  to  each,  which  1 have  therefore  retained. 

816.  5 LyncU.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Jan.  13,  1696,  at  9^  41“  50*,  it  ia  said  to  have 
some  companions  preceding  it. 

819.  — Lyncis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1696,  after  9^  13*  42*:  but  the  time  is  not 
given.  M.  Argelander  says  that  it  is  No.  10  Lyncis  in  Bode's  great  catalogue ; and  that  it  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Afem.  de  I* Acad,  for  1190,  page  311,  at  6*  9^  H*i8,  mag.  6. 

881.  41  Auriga.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  14, 1603,  at  1^  84“  46*:  and  he  has  the  fol- 
lowing remark  annexed  to  the  observation,  viz.  **  Altera  hanc  pnecedit  40^  ad  boream  distans, 
**  due  aequuntnr  30'  ab  hac,  et  ab  invicem  dissiUe.”  M.  Argelander  thinks  that  the  first  star 
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hete  mentioned  it  the  one  obterved  by  I^alandc  in  Hiti.  Ckl.  ptge  377,  »l  6*  12"  24*:  End 
that  the  last  two  are  in  the  lame  work,  page  383,  at  O'*  IT"  12*, 5 and  6"  17"  H*  rcspcctiTcly. 

890.  76  Onom^.  Thi»  star  does  not  exitt,  neither  can  I find  any  obaervation  of  it  by  Flamateed. 
Perhapa  it  aroae  from  some  inaccurate  computation  either  of  the  declination  of  8 3/onocerotir, 
or  of  the  right  aacenaion  of  63  Orianxt. 

893.  7 L^cis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1696,  at  9^  22"  31*:  the  time  it  marked  as 
doubtful,  but  it  U not  far  from  tlie  truth,  if  at  all.  The  declination  given  in  the  British  CtUa- 
lofjue  is  4‘56°3P20^':  but  the  zenith  diatance  per  strias  cochlea  differa  1®  from  that  per  tineas 
diagonaiet.  Flamsteed  has  assumed  the  latter  as  the  correct  reading,  in  his  reduction  of  the 
star  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  377  : but  in  the  copy  of  the  entry  of  the  observation  (MSS,  vol. 
16,  page  95)  there  is  a marginal  note  that  implies  that  he  had  discovered  his  error.  I have 
therefore  assumed  the  observed  zenith  distance  aa  3°  57'  and  consequently  deducted  1®  from 
the  declination  as  given  by  Flamsteed.  The  star  is  then  Piazzi  VI.  1 15,  and  not  VI.  123  at 
supposed  by  Piazzi  and  Bessel. 

894.  2 Canii  Majmt  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  ~ 17°  49^  10". 
There  arc  several  observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed  : Inil  those,  from  which  the  declination  has 
been  deduced,  arc  Feb.  14,  1690,  after  5^  56"  9*,  and  March  4,  1693,  at  6**  29"'  5*  ; both  of 
which  are  reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  219  and  231  ; and  the  value  there  deduced  is 
— 17°  50'  10" : which  is  also  the  value  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712.  Why  it  was  aftciw*ards 
altered  1 am  not  able  to  ascertain : but  as  there  ap)>ears  to  be  no  good  reason  fur  it,  I have 
restored  the  original  value. 

895.  15  Geminorum.  In  the  reduction  of  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star,  viz.,  that  made  on 
Feb,  7,  1690,  at  7*'  51"  46%  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  1"  in  right  ascension,  and  of  2° 
in  declination.  Sec  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  37.  Whereby  he  considered  it  to  be  another  star 
which  if  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712,  aa  having  iH  s 92°  4' 0",  and  D =s  + 
22°  55'  45".  There  is  another  observation  of  this  star  on  Feb.  10, 1696,  at  7*'  57“  40*;  which 
is  supposed  by  Miss  Herschel  to  refer  to  another  star,  17  Gemfnorum,  whose  po^^ition  in  the 
British  Catalogue  is  = 92°  35'  0",  and  D =s  + 20°  55'  45";  but  which  docs  not  exist : 
its  introduction  being  owing  to  an  error  of  I"  in  the  time  of  transit.  In  the  first  51S  cata- 
logue (in  MSS,  vol.  25)  this  star  is  struck  out  with  the  pen,  as  if  Flamsteed  had  discovered  his 
error  : but  it  was  afierwards  inadvertently  re-introduccd  into  another  MS  catalogue. 

897.  — Lynds,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  16,  1704,  at  7^  29"  54*.  M.  Ai^lundcr  remarks 
that  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  Mem.  de  CAcad.  for  1790,  page  379,  at  6^  18"  4’, 2,  mag.  6. 

899.  9 Lyncis,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  20,  1696,  at  iV*  23"  41';  and  has  since  been 
observed  by  Bradley  and  Piazzi,  who  both  call  it  7 Lyncis  ; which  is  however  another  star,  No. 
893  of  this  catalogue. 

902.  3 OmU  Majoris,  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caialogue  is  92°  45'  40". 
It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  11,  1691,  at  7*'  53"  .58*,5;  and  again  on  Feb.  17,  1702, 
at  7^  28"  55*.  The  former  observation  has  been  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  219  : 
and  appears  to  be  the  one  from  wliich  the  ill  in  the  British  Caialogue  is  deduced.  But,  it 
will  be  seen  that  Flamsteed  has  msde  an  error  of  10*  in  the  steps  of  the  process : and  1 have 
therefore  deducted  3'  30"  from  the  above  value.  The  other  observation  has  been  reduced  in 
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MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  26 : but  in  extracting  the  time  of  transit,  Flamsteed  has  made  an  errur 
of  I*.  It  is  designated  by  the  letter  \ id  the  British  CataJoffue;  but  it  is  not  the  star  so  called 
by  Bayer ; nor  did  Flamsteed  observe  that  star.  1 have  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

1K)4.  *17  Oriunis.  Ohservetl  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan,  7,  1694,  at  itf*  15"  29*.  In  the  British  Cata- 
loguf  the  declination  is  + 0*^  23'  CK' : but  on  comparing  it  with  the  zenith  distance  of  the  other 
stars  observed  on  that  day,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  error  of  4'  has  been  made  in  the  reduction, 
which  I have  added  to  Flamsteed's  value.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  tliat  the  corrected 
zenith  distance  of  78  Orimis  (erroneously  placed  before  it  in  the  ohaervations  of  that  day  in 
the  Hitioria  Cictestis)  should  be  51®  35'  10",  instead  of  51®  34'  10". 

906.  9 Mvmncerotis,  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue  i which 
is  cmmeuuB.  as  in  the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  6th,  which  1 have  here  retained. 

907.  — Geminorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19,  1696,  after  7'*  22“  6*:  and  has  since 
been  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  272,  at  6*'  17“  46*,5,  mag.  7^. 

911.  11  Monocerotis.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude  in  the  British  CcUaloguc ; which 
does  not  correspond  with  the  original  entry,  where  it  is  designated  as  the  4th  : and  which  I 
have  consequently  retained.  Piazzi,  however,  says  that  it  is  only  6^. 

913.  21  Geminorum.  Tliisslar  does  not  exist,  in  the  position  here  given.  The  observation,  from 
which  it  has  been  deduced  by  hlamsteed,  was  made  on  Feb.  19,  1696,  at  7"  26“  50* ; as  mav 
be  seen  by  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  4.3.  Most  of  the  modern  astronomers  have  aup|KMC<l  it  to  be 
Piazzi  VI.  135  ; or  the  second  of  the  two  stars  farming  the  double  star  20  Geminorum.  But 
this  is  on  the  assumption  that  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  1“  in  recording  the  time;  and 
that  7“  26“  50*  ought  to  be  read  7^  25“  50*.  Although  this  is  very  probable,  (a  aimilar 
mistake  having  certainly  been  twice  committed  on  the  same  day  with  two  previous  stars,)  yet 
there  is  nothing  in  the  original  MS  entry  to  warrant  tlic  alteration.  It  is  the  only  solution 
however,  of  the  dilficuUy. 

914.  — Monocerotis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  17, 1690,  after  7^32"49*,5.  M.  Argclander 
thinks  that  it  is  Herschel  VII.  2 ; and  observed  by  Bessel  in  Zone  61,  at  22"  10*,33,mag.8. 

916.  12  A/anocerol<>.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : 
but  in  the  originaX  entries,  it  is  twice  designated  aa  6^,  and  once  as  ;)iirru/a.  1 have  there- 
fore altered  it. 

917>  13  Monocerotis,  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but, 
in  the  original  entries,  it  is  once  designated  as  the  5th,  and  once  as  4^ : I have  therefore 
altered  it. 

922.  — Lyncis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  16,  1704,  at  7''  38“  2*.  It  is  Piazzi  V.  174  ; 
and  has  also  been  observed  by  Bradley. 

923.  23  Geminyrum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  7,  1690,  at  8^  0“  34*.  The  declination  in 
the  British  Catalogue  is  + 17®  10*  0";  it  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  zenith  dis- 
tance per  strias  cochleit  differs  lO'  from  that  per  lineat  diagonaies.  Flamsteed  has  deduced 
the  value,  from  the  latter;  but  the  former  is  the  correct  reading:  and  1 have  accordingly  de- 
ducted lO'  from  Flamsteed’s  value.  I would  rlso  remark  that  Flamsteed  states  that  at  15*  pre- 
ceding the  transit  of  this  star,  two  other  stars  passed,  one  above  and  the  other  below  23 
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Gemitumim.  One  of  these  was  probably  Piazzi  VI.  151;  and  the  other,  M.  Argelander 
hclicvea  to  be  a star  in  Harding’s  chart,  probably  observed  by  him.  In  the  BritUh  Caiaiwjue 
the  present  star  is  said  to  lie  of  the  magnitude : but  in  the  obaerv'ation  it  is  stated  to  be  of 
the  xevetUh  ; which  accords  more  nearly  with  modem  observations,  and  which  I have  therefore 
retained. 

926.  42  Camelopardi,  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  ought  to  be  diminished  nearly  4',  in  order 
to  accord  with  modern  obaervations. 

921.  12  Lfntis.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  1th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Cataioyw : but  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  twice  designated  as  the  5th,  and  twice  as  the  6th ; I have  therefore 
taken  the  mean. 

931 . 43  Camehpardu  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  ought  to  be  diminished  about  in  order 
to  accord  with  modem  observations. 

933.  13  Lynds.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  ought  to  be  diminished  about  15',  in  order 
to  accord  with  modem  observations.  Probably  an  error  of  1"  in  time  has  been  made  in  the 
time  of  transit,  on  Feb.  16,  1704,  at  7*  41“  51*;  which  M.  Argelander  thinks  should  be 
7*’41"r. 

938.  lb  AIonoceTotu.  This  star  is  marked  os  of  the  4th  magnitude  in  the  British  Caiaioyue: 
which  is  erroneous.  Out  of  the  3 observations,  it  is  once  called  of  the  5th  and  twice  of  the  5( 
ntagnitude,  in  the  original  entries.  I have  therefore  adopted  the  latter. 

939-  57  Auriga^.  The  right  ascension  of  (his  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  95°  56'  30".  It  was 
nlMcrvcd  on  Feb.  14,  1693,  at  I**  51*  53*:  but  in  copyiog  out  the^e  figures  into  the  compu> 
tation  book,  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  299,  Flamsteed  has  inadvertently  assuiiied  the  time  7*'51*33*; 
whereby  an  error  of  20*  has  been  committed  in  Uic  deduced  right  ascension.  I have  therefore 
added  5'  to  his  value  : and  (be  right  ascension  will  then  accord  with  that  given  by  Halley  in  his 
edition  of  1712. 

942.  56  Auriga.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star,  tn  the  British  Catalogut^  is  95°  50'  0".  The 
only  observation  of  the  time  of  its  transit,  was  made  on  Feb.  17,  1693,  at  I*"  40*  47*;  which 
is  copied  out  for  computation  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  299.  But  in  one  of  the  stejvs  of  the 
process  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  I*  : 1 have  therefore  added  15'  to  the  right  ascension 
as  given  by  him.  It  will  then  accord  with  the  value  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712. 

944.  28  Gemitwrttm.  The  star  29  Gtymmrrum  docs  not  exist.  The  observation  from  which  the 
false  position  was  deduced,  was  made  on  Feb.  12,  1696,  at  8*“  5*  19* : but  in  the  process  of 
computation  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  43,  an  error  of  20*  has  been  made  in  the  resulting  value. 
When  this  is  corrected,  the  star  will  agree  with  28  Grminnrum.  Miss  Herschel  has  stated 
(page  134)  that  there  are  2 other  observations  that  will  agree  with  29  G^inorum  : viz,,  on 
Feb.  10,  1706.  at  7“  56“  21*;  and  on  Feb.  18,  1707,  at  7*  40'"  35*.  The  first  of  these  will 
differ  several  minutes  according  as  we  determine  the  ]ioeition  of  the  star  from  y or  from  $ frcmi* 
jvtrum : and  indeed  the  whole  oS  the  observations  at  the  latter  end  of  that  day,  arc  so  anomatuus 
that  no  dependence  can  be  placed  on  them.  With  respect  to  the  second  of  the  above  obscr* 
vations,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  nearly  as  discordant,  since  the  difference  in  the  time  of  transit 
between  y Geminorum  and  this  star  is  7*  less  than  in  the  former  observation.  1 cannot  refer 
to  the  original  MSS  observations  of  these  dates,  as  they  arc  unfortunately  lost:  and  it  is 
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remarkable  that  in  the  MS  copy  (MSS,  vol.  17)  the  obaerTattoni  of  Feb.  18  and  19,  1707,  are 
wholly  emitted. 

94T>.  30  Geminorum.  This  star  is  called  by  Flamsteed ; but  Bayer  has  only  one  star  designated 
fay  that  letter  in  his  map,  which  it  31  I have  therefore  rejected  it  here  on 

account  of  the  difference  in  magnitude. 

U48.  32  Geminanim.  This  star  is  designated  as  jxirt'u/a  in  the  ofaaervation  book:  and  modem 
observations  show  it  to  be  of  the  Bth  magnitude  only. 

953  9 Conti  Majoris  a.  The  ubeervations  of  Bradley  and  Piozzi  conBrm  the  proper  motion  of 
this  star  in  declination  : and  which  being  aasumed  equal  to  — 1">25,  will  moke  the  difference 
from  Bradley*s  value  equal  to  — 10'', 0 only. 

9.54.  59  Aurifj^.  Flamsteed  remarks,  in  his  first  observation  of  this  star,  Historia  Cceleslit^  page 
190,  that  another  star  follows  it,  “ JEque  clara  6'  ab  hoc*'  The  star,  here  alluded  to,  ia  pro- 
bably 61  Aut}^(B  ; another  observation  of  which  occurs  in  the  same  page. 

955.  18  Monorerotix.  This  star  ia  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  Brilith  Caialogue:  but, 
in  the  original  entries,  it  ia  once  designated  as  the  5th,  and  once  as  5^;  I have  therefore 
altered  it. 

963.  — Cpmi'norum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  7,  1690,  at  8"  15";  and  again  on  Feb.  7, 
1691,  after  8“  37"  4?.  It  ia  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  MUt.  CH.  page  316,  at 
6^  39"  55',  mag.  6. 

964.  10  Cams  Majorit.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  should  be  diminished  above  8'  in  order  to 
correspond  with  modem  observafaons.  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  17,  1702,  at 
7*‘  50^  48*;  and  its  reduction  will  be  found  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  26.  It  will  be  there 
seen  that  the  determining  star  for  that  day's  observation  was  t Canis  Majoris  ; consequently 
the  present  star  ought  to  have  preceded  tliis  determining  star  3^  29^  45*',  according  to  the  rate 
of  Flamsteed's  clock.  But  aucU  ia  not  the  case  in  the  catalogue : nor  will  the  observation,  thus 
deduced,  with  the  present  state  of  the  heavens.  There  is  evidently  some  confusion  in 
the  registering  of  the  time  of  transit,  or  in  the  subsequent  computation ; as  this  star  appears  to 
have  preceded  12  Canir  Majoris  by  1"  26*  = 22'  15",  according  to  Flamsiccd's  assumed  rate 
in  the  MS  volume  above  mentioned.  If  the  position  of  this  star  be  deduced  from  A Canis 
il/q/brtx,  observed  on  the  some  day,  its  right  ascension  would  be  98°13'0";  thus  agreeing 
more  nearly  with  the  present  stale  of  the  heavens:  arid  13  Corns  Majoris  would  be  99®  37' 9". 
But  in  such  case  the  intermediate  star  12  Canis  Majoris  w*ould  be  98°  35'  0";  which  differs 
KF  from  its  value  in  the  present  cutal(^e.  We  have  therefore  only  a choice  of  dilficultica ; 
and  I have  not  ventured  on  any  alteration.  The  prcsctit  star  is  called  x'  by  Flamsteed:  but 
there  is  only  one  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  which  is  13  Casiis  Majoris.  1 
have  therefore  rejected  it  here,  on  account  of  the  difference  of  magnitude. 

965.  12  Canis  Majoris.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Fcfa.  16,  1702,  at  7*’  .56”  6*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a small  cluster  of  stars  (or  nebula)  preceding  it.  In  the  Briiuh  Catalogue., 
this  star  is  denoted  by  the  letter  but,  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have 
rejected  it  here. 

969.  13  Cams  Majoris  x.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  mutt  Ik  increased  7'  4",3  in  order  to 
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cmrevpond  with  Bndley’»  uWrvatiuns.  In  Halley^s  edition  of  17)2  the  right  ucention  is 
99®  35'  30" : which  U much  nearer  the  correct  value.  See  the  note  to  No,  964  above. 

971.  — Obscrred  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  at  0^  26“  31';  and  re^ilarly  reduced 

by  him  in  MSS,  voL  23,  page  381 . It  is  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712;  and  I know  not 
why  it  was  ailcrwards  omitted.  It  is  Piazzi  VI.  293 ; who  aays  it  is  of  the  7^  magnitude. 

974.  15  Conj'r  Majnris.  The  declination  nf  this  star  in  the  British  CtUalofjue  is  — 19®  53f  30". 
But  it  it  evident,  from  a computation  of  the  values  of  the  zenith  distances  observed,  that  an 
error  of  1'  has  been  made  in  the  declination.  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  makes  the  declination 

— 19®  52'  50" : and  I suspect  that  thia  ia  nearer  to  the  true  value.  Why  it  was  afterwards 
altered  I cannot  ascertain.  I have  however  ventured  to  make  the  alteration  above>mentioncd. 
In  the  British  Cato/o^c,  this  star,  as  well  as  17  and  19  CarUs  MajoriSt  arc  designated  by  the 
letter  v : but,  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  rejected  it  in  each  case. 

977.  17  Cams  Majoris.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caiatogue  is  — 20®  3'  30". 
But  it  is  evident,  on  a computation  of  the  values  of  the  zenith  distances  observed,  that  an  error 
of  t'  has  been  made  in  the  declination.  Halley's  edition  of  1712  makes  the  declination 
— 20^  2'  30" : and  this  I suspect  to  be  the  true  value,  and  hsve  accordingly  restored  it.  WTiy 
it  waa  afterwards  altered  I cannot  ascertain ; unless  it  be  a typographical  error.  Thia  star  is 
called  ir'  in  the  British  Co/o/o^p:  but  see  the  note  to  No.  974  above. 

978.  18  Canis  Afajoris  fs,.  The  magnitude  of  this  star  is  not  noted  in  the  observation  book  : and 
modem  observations  show  it  to  be  of  the  5j^  magnitude  only. 

979.  17  hgneis.  Miss  Hcrschel  has  supposed  that  the  observation  made  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25, 
1696,  after  Q**  26"  31*,  refers  to  a different  star  from  that  made  on  Feb.  16,  1704,  at  8^  2*  26*. 
But,  I think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  both  relate  to  the  same  star. 

980.  19  Canis  Majoris.  Tlie  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  — 19°  47'  20". 
But  St  is  evident,  on  a computation  of  the  \'a1ues  of  the  zenith  distances  observed,  that  an  enor 
of  1'  has  been  made  in  the  computation  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  makes  the  declination 

— 19*  46' 30":  and  I suspect  that  this  is  nearer  to  its  true  value.  Why  it  was  afterwards 
altered  1 cannot  ascertain ; hut  I have  ventured  to  make  the  alteration  above-mentioned.  This 
star  is  called  ir*  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  see  the  note  to  No.  974  above. 

981.  20  Canis  Majoris  i.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  'Cataiogue  is  — 16'  42'  10". 
But  it  is  evident,  on  a computation  of  the  values  of  the  zenith  distances  observed,  that  an  error 
of  1'  has  been  made  in  the  computation.  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  makes  the  declination 

— 16°  41'  5":  and  1 suspect  this  is  nearer  to  its  true  value.  Why  it  was  aflerw'ards  altered  I 
cannot  ascertain : hut  I have  ventured  to  make  the  alteration  above-mentioned. 

982.  41  Gemi'noniTrt.  The  decUuation  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  ia  -f-  16°  23'  5"; 
which  is  probably  deduced  from  the  observation  of  Feb.  8,  1701,  at  8^  35"  38*.  But  the 
zenith  distance  per  rfricu  cochlea  differs  4'  from  that  per  tineas  diagonales.  Flanuteed  has 
taken  the  latter  aa  the  true  reading : but  a comparison  of  tlic  observation  made  on  Sept.  29, 
1704,  at  17^  33"  54',  and  the  result  of  modem  obscn'ations,  show  that  the  former  is  the  correct 
reading.  I have  therefore  added  4'  to  Flamsteed’s  value. 

984.  — Gnmnorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19,  1690,  after  7"  48"  36*, 5.  Owing  to  au 
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error  in  Miss  Hcrschel't  catalogue,  the  declination  of  this  star,  in  mj  list  of  Flamsteed’s 
inedited  stars,  was  erroneous.  It  is  the  star  observed  bj  Lalande  in  Hitt.  CH.  page  210,  at 
6*“  49*  56',5,  mag. 

987.  — Geminorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  17,  1690,  at  8**  11"  44’;  again  on  Feb.  14, 
1696,  after  8^  17“  39';  and  again  on  Feb.  19,  1696,  at  7^  57“  52*:  but  the  first  only  has  been 
reduced  by  him,  wliich  gives  the  position  as  in  the  present  catalogue.  It  is  the  star  obeerved 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Oil.  page  312,  at  6*  52“  37*,  mag.  6 ; and  in  Bessel’s  Zone  146,  at  6"  53“ 
31', 85,  mag.  7« 

988.  44  Geminomm.  One  of  the  observations  of  this  star,  via.  that  made  on  Feb.  22,  1705,  at 
7"  44*  51',  has  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34  : and  in  deducing  the 
right  ascension  he  has  made  an  unaccountable  mistake  of  upwards  of  21°.  Whence  has  arisen 
the  introduction  into  the  British  CeUalogue  of  124  Tauri:  whose  position,  as  there  given,  is 

= 80°  3'  0",  and  D = + 23'  2'  35";  but  which  consec|uently  does  not  exist.  The  present 
star  is  called  by  Flamsteed : but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer's 
map,  which  is  42  Geminorum ; I have  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

9S9.  — Cants  Majoris.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  5,  1691,  at  17*“  24“  54*.  It  is  Piazzi 
VI.  307. 

991.  — Lyneis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  at  9^  38“  10*,  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him,  In  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  3S1 ; whence  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  obtained. 
It  is  Piazzi  VI.  339- 

994,  — Lyncis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  4,  1703,  at  7**  19*  0*.  The  book  containing 
the  oriyinai  MS  entry  is  lost ; but  in  the  MS  copy  (MSS,  vol,  16)  the  observation  is  markc<i 
as  doubtful,  although  not  printed  so  in  the  Historia  Ceelestis.  It  is  probably  Piazzi  VI.  331  : 
hut,  if  su,  the  right  ascension  in  the  present  catalogue  must  be  reduced  about  20',  in  order  to 
correspond  therewith.  M.  Argelander  remarks  that  there  is  no  proper  motion  to  account  for 
this  difference ; aa  his  obaervations  of  Piazzi’s  star  give  ita  position  for  1 830,  .A  = 6^  5^  55*,72, 
and  D = + 50°  3'  26",6- 

998.  45  Geminorum.  This  star  ia  designated  by  the  letter  o,  in  the  British  CaUUogue:  but,  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1002.  47  Geminorum.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Feb.  22,  1690,  at  7'*  57“  19^,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a cluster  of  stars  near  it  This  is  Vlll.  40  of  Sir  William  Herschel’s  first 
catalogue  of  Xebuls,  and  clusters  of  stars. 

1(H)4.  ~ Lyncis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  at  9^  55“  12*.  It  ia  to  be  found  in 
the  Mem.  de  PAcad.  for  1790,  at  7**  1“  4‘,2,  mag.  6. 

1005.  48  Geminorum.  In  the  printed  observation  of  this  star,  by  Flaxnateed,  on  Feb.  12,  1696,  at 
S'*  33*  42*,  the  zenith  distance  per  tineas  diayonedes  is  28°  56'  25";  but  the  reading  jfriW 
cochiece  is  not  given  : and  agreeably  to  this  reading  Flamsteed  had  originally  deduced  the  de- 
clination of  the  slur  in  MSS,  vol  23,  page  43.  On  referring  to  the  originat  MS  entry  (MSS, 
vol.  6)  1 find  that  the  reading  per  strias  cochlea  is  there  given  611.10,  which  would  make 
the  zenith  distance  only  26°  58'  25":  and  although  tliis  is  not  altered  in  the  originat  entry, 
)'ct  in  the  MS  copy  (MSS,  vol.  16),  and  also  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  above  quoted,  it  is  altered  with 


Digitized  by  Google 


r>6u 


Nofet  to  the  BritUh  Cati^ogue. 


the  pen  hy  Fl&mAtced.  It  thus  becotoea  49  Geminorunty  as  suggested  hy  Burckhardt.  In  the 
Brilisk  Caialoyuey  this  star  is  designated  l>y  the  letter  m : but*  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in 
Bayer’s  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it 

1007.  — Geminorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  8,  1695,  at  7^  I*  51*:  an  obsenaUon 
which  Miss  Ilerschel  has  supposed  to  belong  to  50  Geminorum  ; but  that  is  not  the  case.  See 
the  note  to  No.  1011  below.  I cannot  find  any  star  that  will  correspond  with  the  position 
here  ^vcn.  In  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars,  I have  suggested  that  it  might  be  Piazzi 
VI.  346;  but  on  rc<;onaidcring  and  rc-examining  the  subject,  I am  not  now  of  that  opinion. 

1010.  — Lynds.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan-  13, 1696,  after  Ity  39*"  16';  again  on  Jan.  23, 
1696,  after  O'*  55*  again  on  March  4,  1703,  at  7^  24**  26*;  and  again  on  Feb.  15,  1704, 
at  S’*  22**  0*.  Miss  Herschcl  has  supposed  these  observations  to  belong  to  two  different  stars ; 
and  1 was  also  of  the  same  opinion  in  my  notes  thereon,  in  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited 
stars,  Noe.  149  and  150.  But  I think  M.  Arge1ander‘s  suggestion  is  the  moat  probable,  that 
they  belong  to  one  and  tlm  same  star;  since  tlicre  is  no  other  star  in  the  heavens  that  occurs 
on  the  same  parallel,  and  so  near  together.  It  is  the  star  olrscrvcd  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH. 
page  383,  at  2“  8‘,5,  mag.  5. 

1011.  51  G(>rmnoruvi.  The  star  50  Gemitvmim  does  not  exist.  Its  position  in  Flamsteed's  cata- 

logue is  iH  = 103®  38’  0”,  and  D =-|-  15®  38’  5";  and  which  has  been  erroneously  deduced 
from  tlie  observation  of  the  present  star,  51  made  on  Jan.  23, 1690,  at  9^  43“  13* : 

in  the  6rst  place,  by  making  an  error  of  1*  in  the  right  ascension,  and  secondly  by  making  an 
error  of  1°  in  the  declination  : as  may  be  seen,  by  following  the  steps  of  the  compulation  in 
MSS,  voL  23,  ]>agc  37.  When  these  are  corrected,  the  star  will  agree  with  51  (TtniuNorum. 

1012.  21  Monocerdis.  This  star  is  marked  ns  of  the  5th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue: 
which  is  erroneous,  as  in  both  the  observ'ations  it  is  stated  to  be  of  the  6th ; which  I have  here 
adopted. 

1013.  52  Geminomm.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  n,  in  the  British  Catalogue  i but,  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1017-  53  f/emr/wrum  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Calaioguc  is  + 28®  20*  55".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  29,  1710,  at  O’*  27“  20*;  and  a comparison  of  its  zenith 
distance  with  that  of  48  and  55  Gemijurrumy  obscrvcil  nn  the  same  day,  shows  that  an  error  of 
2’  has  been  made  in  the  declination ; which  I have  here  corrected. 

1019.  19  Lyncis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  nearly  7',  in  order  to  corre- 
spond with  modem  ol>serration8.  It  has  been  deduced  bv-  Flamsteed,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page 
373,  from  11  Ursa  Majoris  ; which,  itself,  must  be  diminished.  It  is  a double  star  (H.  11. 
27).  The  right  aacension  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  is  104®  19'  50".  There  is  another 
observ'ation  of  it  (besides  those  indicated  by  Miss  Herschel)  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  the  second 
after  9^  55*  12%  the  zenith  distance  of  which  is  erroneous.  For  the  observation  was  made  to 
the  north  of  the  zenith,  and  not  to  the  rou/A,  as  erroneously  stated  in  the  printed  copy.  See 
the  original  MS  entry,  in  MSS,  vol.  6,  page  174.  And  it  is  in  this  manner  that  its  declination 
has  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  377.  The  error  in  the  printed  copy 
has  given  rise  to  the  supposiUon  of  another  and  a different  star;  viz.  No.  440  in  Miss 
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Hcrschel’a  catalnguo,  and  No.  151  in  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedttcd  stars:  hut  which  does 
not  exist.  For,  the  jiroper  correction  being  made,  the  star  will  be  found  to  be  19  Lyncis. 

1020.  20  Lyncis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  Bntish  Catahyue  is  + 50®  41'  30".  It  was 
observed  by  FluiiiBleed  on  Feb.  16,  1104,  at  8"  IS"  26*:  and  on  deducing  the  declination  from 
the  xenith  distance,  it  will  be  seen  that  au  error  of  1'  has  been  made,  which  I have  here  cor* 
reeled.  Modem  obeervations  show  this  star  to  be  of  the  1^  magnitude. 

1025.  21  CiWU  Majoris.  The  magnitude  of  this  star  is  not  recorded  in  the  observadou  book : and 
modem  observations  make  it  of  the  4^  magnitude. 

1026.  55  Geminerrum  S,  The  magnitude  of  this  star  is  not  recorded  in  the  original  observation 
books  : and  modem  obeervations  make  it  only  of  the  4^  magnitude. 

1027.  28  Cantr  Majorix.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude  in  the  British  Caialogtse  ; 
but,  in  the  original  entries,  the  m^nitude  is  only  once  noted,  and  then  designated  as  3^. 
Modern  observations  make  it  of  the  6th : 1 apprehend  therefore  either  that  it  is  a variable  star, 
or  that  some  error  has  been  made  by  Flamsteed. 

1030.  56  f»emi’norw  171.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  q,  in  the  Brittsh  Catalogve  : but,  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1039.  61  Geminnrum.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  r in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it.  It  is  marked  as  of  the  6th 
magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  in  the  original  observations,  it  is  only  marked  so 
once,  whereas  it  is  twice  marked  o of  the  Ich.  I have  therefore  taken  the  mean. 

1041.  62  Geminorum  p.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  s in  the  British  Catalogue  ; but  this 
is  evidently  a typographical  error  : as  there  is  no  star  so  dcsignatctl  in  Bayer’s  map.  I have 
therefore  restored  the  correct  reading. 

1042.  63  Gfrainorum.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  p in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1043.  — Geminorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19,  1696,  after  8^21"  55*.  M.  Argelander 
supposes  that  it  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  Ckl.  page  144,  at  1^  16*  14*,5  ; in 
which  case  it  must  have  been  observed  by  Flamsteed  after  its  transit  over  the  meridian ; since 
it  ap|)ears  by  his  observation  to  have  passed  after  the  transit  of  65  Crermnort/m : whereas 
Lalande  makes  it  pass  before  that  star.  On  referring  to  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  6) 
there  is  a remark  which  appears  to  confirm  this. 

1044.  64  Geminorum  b*.  In  the  reduction  of  the  observation  of  this  star,  made  on  Feb.  12, 1696,  at 
8^  50"  6*,  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  10"  in  deducing  the  difference  in  the  time  of  transit. 
(See  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  43.)  Whereby  he  has  increased  its  right  ascension  2°  30',  and  consi* 
dered  it  as  anutlicr  and  a different  star,  namely,  72  Geminorum^  whose  portion  in  the  British  Cator 
logue  is  = 110°  1'  30",  and  D = + 28°  42'  15"  : but  which  consequently  does  not  exist. 

1046.  65  Geminorum  A*.  In  the  reduction  of  the  observation  of  this  star,  made  on  Feb.  12,  1696, 
at  8^  50*  34*,  Flamsteed  has  made  the  same  error  as  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note.  Whereby 
he  considered  this  star  as  another  and  a different  star,  namely  73  Geminorum^  whose  position 
in  the  British  Catalogue  is  .At  ^ 1 10°  8' 30",  and  D = + 28°  29' 25":  but  which  conse- 
quently does  not  exist.  He  has  also  made  an  error  of  1'  in  copying  out  the  zenith  distance.  It 
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should  be  here  observed,  that  there  is  only  one  star  dcsi^iated  by  tbe  letter  in  Bavcr^s 
map  : hut  as  there  may  Ik  a doubt  whctlier  such  letter  belongs  to  64  ^eimnorum,  or  to  the 
present  star,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  here  retained. 

1048.  5 Cam'i  jl/»nori#  ij.  Tn  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Feb.  18,  1690,  at  8**  32*  36*,  Flam- 
steed remarks  that  it  has  a companion  south  following:  probably  the  star  observed  by  Laiande 
ill  Hist.  Cel.  page  44,  at  7*  18*  1 1*,5 ; mag.  8. 

1050.  6 Canii  Minoris.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  o in  the  British  Catalofjue:  but,  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1051.  48  Ca^lopixrdi.  lu  the  ori^nai  entries  this  star  is  once  denoted  as  of  tbe  Gth,  and  once 
as  of  the  6^  magnitude. 

1052.  66  Geminorum  a,.  The  magnitude  of  this  star  is  only  once  noticed  in  tbe  observations;  and 
where  it  is  slated  to  be  of  the  1st  magnitude.  Piazzi  makes  it  of  the  3rd. 

1053.  23  Lyncit.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  7th  msgnitude,  in  the  British  CcUalogue:  but  in 
the  observations,  it  is  designated  as  the  6th ; which  I have  therefore  retained. 

1055.  68  Geminorum.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  k in  the  BriiUh  Catalogue  : hut,  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1059.  8 Canis  Minoris  i*.  1 There  arc  only  two  stars  designated  by  the  letter  in  Bayer’s  map : 

1060.  9 Contr  Minoris  j*.  1 but  as  it  is  doubtful  which  was  intended  as  the  second  of  the  two 
stars  (or  rather,  whether  the  united  appearance  of  8 and  9 Cams  Majoris  did  not  constitute 
that  which  Bayer  has  considered  as  tlie  second  of  the  two),  Flamsteed  has  included  all  three ; 
and  designated  the  whole  by  that  letter,  and  which  I have  here  retained. 

1062.  49  Camelopardi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23, 1696,  at  10**  20*  40*:  but  the  time  is 
marked  as  doubtful : and  the  right  ascension  ought  to  be  diminished  about  T in  onler  that  it 
may  correspond  with  modem  observations. 

1064,  — f43ni,r  Minoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  OcL  5,  1691,  at  17“  57"  S3*.  It  is  Piazzi 
VU.  150. 

1066.  51  Camelopardi.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  full  1®,  in  order  to 
correspond  with  modem  observations.  In  the  MS  copy  the  time  of  transit  is  marked  aa 
doubtful.  See  the  list  of  Errata,  referring  to  page  383. 

1070.  — Conw  Minoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  4,  1691,  at  18“  6"  40*,  according  to  the 
printed  copy;  but  in  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  there  is  a marginal  note  tn  Flam- 
steed’s hand-writing,  which  shows  that  it  should  be  la*"  5"  40* : again  on  Oct.  7,  1691,  at 
17“  53"  2*,  where  there  are  two  errors  in  the  printed  copy,  inasmuch  as  the  transit  of  Procyon 
is  wholly  omitted,  and  its  zenith  distance  placed  against  its  companion.  The  original  MS 
entry  stouds  thus : 

17“  52"  25*  Procyon  transit  , . , — — — 

53  2 Comes  Procyonis  transit  . . — — — 

55  64  Exit  Procyon  ...  45®  3V  0" 

Again  on  Dec.  24,  1691,  at  12“  35*  19*, 5 ; where  the  word  “ sup.**  (although  so  written  in 
the  original  MS  entry)  should  probably  be  **  sub.'*  And  again  on  Jan.  22,  1692,  at 
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lO**  2fi"  0*.  The  comparison  of  all  these  ohscrraliona  shows  the  star  to  be  Piozzi  VII.  170  = 
30"  Mayer. 

1072.  76  c.  There  is  no  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed^  with  the  mural  arc  : 

but  it  was  several  times  observed  witli  the  sextant ; frum  which  its  position  has  pitjbably  been 
reduced. 

107-1  — .Vtu'w  a.  Obacr^cil  by  Flamsteed  on  March  4, 1693,  at  7*  dO”  ; again  on  Feb.  16,  1709, 
at  8^  46"  43* ; and  again  on  the  following  day,  at  42**  38*.  It  it  inserted  in  llallcy*s  edition 
of  1712,  from  which  the  position,  here  given,  is  taken:  and  it  is  also  inserted  in  Flamsteed's 
maps.  It  is  the  double  star  Piazzi  VII.  175  and  177;  and  is  denoted  by  the  letter  x in 
Bayer's  map. 

1075.  — Conij  Afajoru.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  16,  1702,  at  8*  48"  33*.  It  is  probably 
the  star  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Jlist.  Cel.  page  278,  at  7^  30"  36',5,  and  page  280,  at 
7"  31“  3‘,5,  mag.  5i^;  which,  however,  exceeds  it  5'  in  declination. 

1078.  79  Geminorum.  This  star  ia  omitted  in  Flamsteed's  map  of  Gemini. 

1081.  11  Canis  Minoris.  This  star  ia  designated  by  the  letter  *■  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but, 
as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it 

1082.  82  Geminorum.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  ia  + 23^  SO'  55", 
But  it  is  evident,  on  a computation  of  the  value  of  the  zenith  distance  observed,  that  an  error 
of  1'  has  been  made  in  the  declination,  which  I have  here  corrected. 

1083.  — Geminorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19,  1 696,  the  second  after  8^  37“  40*:  but 
the  time  of  transit  is  not  given.  It  is  probably  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH. 
page  144,  at  7*  37"  33*,  mag.  7^- 

1084.  Lyncis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19,  1696,  after  ft**  37*  40*:  but  the  time  of 
transit  is  not  g^ven.  It  is  probably  Piazzi  VII.  215. 

1065.  1 iVarir  o.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  4,  1693,  at  7''  50"  47',  and  reduced  by  him 
in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  223  : but  he  has  made  a mistake  of  2°  in  copying  out  the  zenith  distance, 
and  hence  has  deduced  the  declination,  given  in  the  British  Catalogue^  to  be  — 25®  41'  30". 
1 have  therefore  added  2®  to  this  quantity;  and  it  will  then  appear  that  I Nads  is  Piazzi  VII. 
200  = Lacaillc  No.  677  = Bradley  No.  1118:  and  the  same  as  No.  161  in  my  list  of  Flam* 
steed’s  inedited  start.  It  is  denoted  by  the  letter  e in  Bayer’s  map,  which  1 have  here 
adopted. 

1067.  52  Camelopardi.  Tliis  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude  in  the  British  Caiaiogue : 
but  in  the  ori^'naf  entry  it  is  designated  as  5^,  which  I have  here  retained.  Modern  observa- 
tions make  it  of  the  7^  magnitude. 

1089.  — Nads.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  16,  1709,  at  8*  52"  O',  and  again  on  the  follow- 
ing day  at  6^  48**  7*.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalaude  in  Cel.  page  468,  at  7^  35"  25*,5, 
mag.  6,  and  not  Bradley  No.  1130,  as  stated  in  my  list  of  Flamsteed's  incdilcd  stars,  through 
a mistake  in  the  computation. 

1090.  4 Nadi.  In  the  printed  observation  of  this  star  on  Feb.  16,  1702,  at  8*  54"  P,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a companion  preceding  it.  Tills  remark  however  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
MS  copy  (MSS,  vol.  16). 
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1092.  26  LyncU.  This  star  ia  markcil  as  of  the  5th  magnitiide,  in  the  Briluh  CtUahgue  : but,  in 
the  observations,  it  is  designated  as  the  6th,  which  I have  here  retained. 

1 093.  5 A'urw,  Obserred  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  16,  1702,  at  8^  55*  45*.  The  declination  in  the 

British  CaiaUxjue  is  11°  37'  dO'* : but,  on  comparing  the  zenith  distance  with  that  of  other 
stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  it  will  be  seen  Utac  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  10'.  1 

have  therefore  deducted  this  value  from  the  declination  given  by  him ; and  it  will  now  corre* 
spond  with  modern  observations. 

1094.  — Aartf.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  16,  1692,  at  7*'  12“ ; hut  the  exact  time  is 
uncertain.  I cannot  hnd  it  in  any  catalogue : but  M.  Argclander  states  that  its  position  for 
1830,  deduced  from  7 observation*,  is  itt  = I*"  39"  M*,I2,  and  I)  sr  — 22°  6'  21". 

1096.  84  Geminorum.  The  magnitude  of  this  star  is  not  recorded  in  tlie  original  entry  of  the 
observation:  and  modem  observaiians  make  it  of  the  7^  magnitnde. 

1098.  12  Canis  Minoris.  I cannot  fmd  any  observation  of  this  star  in  the  Hisiaria  Cmtestis : 
neither  docs  it  exist  in  any  catalogue.  It  is  interlined  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation 
Gemini,  in  MSS,  vol.  25,  page  43  : but  no  reference  is  made  to  the  observation.  This  is  the 
only  trace  of  it  that  I can  find  in  the  MSS. 

1099.  — Savis  a.  Obiervcil  by  Flamsteed  on  March  16,  1692,  after  7**  14"  22*;  but  the  time  is 
not  given : and  again  on  March  4,  1693,  at  7,,  54"  58*,  winch  is  regularly  reduced  by  him  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  223.  It  is  given  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712,  from  which  the  position  in 
the  present  catalogue  is  taken  : and  it  is  also  inserted  in  Flamsteed's  maps.  It  is  Piazzi  YII. 
220  : and  is  denoted  by  the  letter  o in  Bayer*s  map ; which  1 have  here  adopted. 

1103.  8 Navis.  Piazzi  makes  this  star  to  be  of  the  7lh  magnitude. 

1 104.  54  Caai<?iopzrdt.  The  dtxliuation  of  this  star  in  the  Briluh  Cu/o/o^rue  is  + 56°4'45".  Itwas 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  at  HP  39"  18*:  and  by  comparing  the  feadiiig  of  the 
zenith  distance  per  tineas  diagonates  with  that  per  strias  cocfdete,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  ia  a 
diflference  of  2°;  and  that  the  former  ought  to  be  6°  29'  40".  That  this  it  the  true  value  is  evi- 
dent from  the  circumstance  that  no  star  exists  corresponding  with  the  recorded  reading : the  star 
called  54  Camclopardt  by  Piazzi  and  Lalanilc  not  agreeing  therewith  in  any  particular.  ISor 
was  the  right  star  observed  by  either  of  those  astronomers.  It  was  however  observed  by  Mr. 
Qroomhridge,  who  has  (in  his  catalogue  not  yet  published)  applied  the  name  of  this  star  to  the 
proper  observation.  I have  therefore  corrected  Flamsteed's  error. 

1105.  9 Navis.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  Britiih  Caiatogue:  but,  in 
(he  ori^nai  eutries,  it  » designated  once  as  the  4th  and  once  as  the  6th ; I have  therefore 
taken  the  mean. 

1106.  85  Geminorum.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  I in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  as 
there  is  no  such  star  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  rej^ted  it  here. 

1107.  10  A'actr.  The  declination  of  this  star,  in  the  British  Catalogue,xs  — 14°  2'  40".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamstce<l  on  Feb.  16,  1702,  at  O'*  0"  22* : and  a comparison  of  its  zenith  distance 
with  other  stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  shows  that  an  error  of  2^  has  been  made  in  the 
declination ; which  1 have  here  corrected. 
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1 106.  — Cants  Miiwris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  2,  1701,  at  9^  51“  5C' : but  the  time 
i»  uncertain.  It  is  Piszzi  VII.  249  =s  (10  Hcv.)  Canis  Minoru. 

1 1 10.  — Cants  Minorit,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  cm  Feb.  2,  1701,  at  S'*  56*  39^.  It  is  Piazzi 
VII.  258. 

1 1 1 1.  — Cancri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  ou  March  16, 1695,  at  7^20"  30* ; and  again  impcrfceily 
on  Feb.  14,  1696,  after  9^  14“  44’.  It  is  Piazzi  VII.  261. 

1 1 12.  55  Cameto}iardi.  There  is  no  right  ascension  annexed  to  Uiia  star  in  the  Brilish  Calalo^e. 

1 1 wtu  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  at  10*‘32“;  but  the  6me  is  only  approxi- 
mative. In  lialley’a  edition  of  1712  be  has  given  the  right  ascensinn  cc|ual  to  115®  33' : hut  I 
have  assumed  an  approximate  value  more  agreeable  to  Flamsteed’s  olvservation. 

1116.  A Cancri  u^.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  w in  Bayer’s  map  ; hut,  as  it 
may  l>e  doubled  ahelher  this  belongs  to  2 Cuncri,  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed  ha^ 
annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  here  retained. 

1117.  11  Navis  e.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but,  in 
the  origintU  entry,  it  is  designated  as  4^ ; which  I have  here  retained. 

1119.  27  Mvnocerotis.  Piazzi  makes  the  magnitude  of  thia  star  as  6^  only. 

1120.  Cancri.  In  the  British  Catalogue  this  star  is  callctl  ^ : but  it  is  (/emrnorum,  accord- 
ing to  Bayer.  I have  therefore  omitted  the  letter  here. 

1 12:1.  7 Cancri.  The  declination  of  this  sur  iu  the  British  Catalogue  is  -f  22®52'  45".  The  obscr- 
v’ation  from  which  it  has  been  deduced  was  made  by  Flamsteed  on  March  7,  1696,  at  8^  2*  17* ; 
and  regularly  reduced  hy  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  177  ; where  the  declination  ia  stated  to  be 
-F  22®  53'  30"  \Vby  it  was  afterwards  altered  1 am  unable  to  ascertain  : but  as  it  is  evident 
that  an  error  of  1'  has  been  made,  1 have  hei%  corrected  the  above  value. 

1 120.  — Cancri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed,  on  Feb.  7,  1090,  after  9^  liT  45’ ; and  again  on  March  8, 
1692,  at  7**  52“  4(^.  It  was  observed  by  Lalanrle  in  Hist.  CH.  page  144,  at  7*  53“  21*, 5,  mag.  7. 

1127.  28  Lgneis.  There  ia  only  one  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed,  which  wws  on  Feb.  15, 
1704,  At  9“  10” : but  the  exact  time  is  uncertain.  The  right  ascension  in  the  present  catalogue 
ought  to  be  reduced  above  20',  in  order  to  correspond  with  modem  observations. 

1 126.  — Cancri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  14,  1696,  after  9^  19”  40^,  apparently  between 
the  passage  of  6 and  9 Cancri.  M.  Argclaudcr  thinka  that  it  ia  the  star  observed  by  I^alaude  in 
Hist.  CH.  page  219,  at  7^  53”  19*, 7,  and  in  page  254,  at  7'"  53“  2V,6 ; mag.  6.  In  which  case 
It  must  have  passed  the  meridian  of  Greenwich  45’  before  8 Co«m. 

1129.  — Natis.  01>served  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19,  1690,  at  D**  5“  0*.  M.  Argelandcr  states 
that  it  ia  No.  77  Offic.  Tgpog.  tu  Bude’s  great  catalogue,  and  that  it  ia  the  star  mcntionol  by 
Bessel  in  his  {>ai>er  on  the  comet  of  181 1 ; and  that  6 ohservationa  of  it  at  .\bo  give  ita  poaition 
for  laiO  Al  = 7^  52“  14’, 79.  and  I)  * — 17°  56'  16",3. 

1132.  — Cameloyardi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  at  10^  51“  12*;  but  the  zenith 
distance  is  not  given.  It  ia  ^hably  Piazzi  VU.  311  : as  the  right  ascension  will  correspond 
thereto,  and  the  dcclinaUoD  ia  probably  betwixt  that  of  54  and  56  CaMi'fopctr^i,  lictween  the 
transits  of  which  stars  it  was  observed. 

4 B 2 
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1133.  10  Cancri  ft*.  This  ettar  is  mitrkcd  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  iu  the  Briiish  Catalogue:  hut 
iu  the  original  entries  it  is  desigitated  once  only  as  of  the  5th,  once  as  6|,  and  once  as  7th.  1 
have  taken  the  mean.  I would  aUu  remark,  that  there  is  only  one  star,  in  Bayer’s  map,  design 
nated  by  the  letter  /x ; but  as  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  ought  to  be  annexed  to  this  star  or 
to  9 Canert,  Flamsteed  has  aifixed  it  to  each  \ which  1 hare  here  adopted. 

1134.  II  Con^rx.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  in 
the  ori^nal  entry,  it  is  designated  aa  ; which  I liave  Uierefure  retained. 

1135.  56  Cam^hpardi.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  7' ]'^8,  in  order  to 
t’-«rrespoud  with  Bradley’s  observations. 

1 136.  O'  Satis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  16,  1709,  at  11*  23*,  and  again  on  the  follow- 

ing day  at  9^  7”’  22*.  It  is  not  in  any  catalr^tc  : but  M.  .<Vr^lander  staUw  that  7 observations 
of  it  at  Abo  give  it*  position  for  1830,  = 7"  5fi"  5l*.81,and  D = — 17®  11'  19",S. 

1139.  — Lynexs.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  16,  1704,  at  9^  11“  30*.  It  is  No.  1169  in 
Bessel’s  edition  of  Bradley’s  catalogue. 

1 140.  13  Cancri  1 There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  in  Bayer’s  map : but  as  it 

1 141.  14  Concrr  y*.  I may  be  dimbtcd  to  which  of  these  two  it  ought  to  be  applied,  namsieed 
has  annexed  it  to  each;  which  I have  here  retained.  I would  also  remark  that  in  the  British 
CataUtgue^  the  first  of  these  star*  is  stated  to  he  of  the  6^  and  the  latter  of  the  4th  magnitude. 
But,  in  the  originat  entries,  they  are  both  stated  to  be  of  the  7th  magnitude,  which  1 have 
here  adopted.  At  the  same  time,  Flamsteed  remorks  that  14  Cancri  i*  the  brightest  of  the 
two : but  not  so  bright  as  15  Cuncri. 

1 142.  29  Lynris.  This  star  is  mark&i  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  designated  twice  as  the  6tb,  and  ouce  as  5^ ; I have  therefore  taken 
the  former  value. 

1143.  — Navis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  16,  1692,  the  second  after  7**  14“  22*.  The 
time  of  transit  is  not  given : but  in  the  original  M$  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  it  is  said  to  have 
passed  the  meridian  2“  before  the  next  following  star,  15  Navit.  It  is  probably  the  star 
observed  by  Lalimde  in  Hist  Cil.  page  283,  at  7^  57"  46*. 6,  mag.  6. 

1144.  57  Camelopartii.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  Brx/uA  is  117®45'30''. 

It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1596,  at  10*  41“  54*;  and  n^ularly  reduced  by  him 
In  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  381.  By  comparing  the  lime  of  transit  with  that  of  other  stars  observed 
00  the  same  day,  it  appears  that  an  enor  of  1“  has  been  made : and  it  may  here  be  remarked 
that  the  value  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  is  11S®0'40";  which  ap|>cars  to  be  the  correct 
value.  1 know  not  why  it  was  aAerwards  altered : but  I have  here  restored  the  correct  read- 
ing. There  i*  no  magnitude  affixed  to  the  observation  : aiul  that  assumed  by  Flamsteed  diffiirs 
from  Piazxi,  who  makes  it 

1146.  — Cancri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19,  1096,  at  9*  4"  49*;  and  regularly  reduced 
in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  45.  It  is  inserted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  <?c*mtRt,  in 
MSS,  vol.  25,  page  43  ; but  U afterwords  struck  out  with  the  pen,  with  a note  that  it  belongs 
to  the  cunatellation  Cancer:  in  which  constellation  it  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712. 
It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  la  Hist.  Cel.  page  52,  at  7^  59"  2*, 5,  mag.  7. 
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1 14*1.  15  Cancn.  This  ttfir  is  designated  ns  4/*  Caneri  in  the  British  Catalog ; bnt  it  is  not,  from 
its  poeition.  entitled  to  that  &p{)ellfttion,  neither  is  such  a reading  authorized  by  Bayer;  who  in 
fact  places  it  in  Gemini^  and  calls  it  4^  Geminorum^  whence  the  origin  of  the  error.  In  the 
Brituh  Catfstogue  it  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude : but  the  orif^Rol  entries  designate  it 
always  as  the  6th ; which  ! hare  therefore  adopted. 

1149.  — Concri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  7,  1696,  after  S'  1!"  y;  and  again  on 
March  14,  at  7' 43*  36'.  It  is  Piazzi  VIII.  3 ss  32S  Mayer.  In  the  latter  observation 
Flamsteed  remarks  (in  the  original  MS  entry)  that  it  has  a bright  one  before  it  about  45’ 
distant ; which  is  probably  Piazzi  VII.  323. 

1151.  ’hS  Camelitpardi.  There  is  no  right  ascension  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  it 
is  the  same  star  as  ‘40  Lgndr,  whose  right  ascension  is  that  which  is  here  given.  The  declino- 
tiou  however  of  3U  Lgneisis  4-  58^37'  5".  In  Halley’s  edition  of  17)3  the  declination  is 
+ 58“  38'  55". 

1152.  — Concri.  Observed  by  Flamatocd  on  Feb.  19,  1696,  at  9“  6*  17* : but  the  observations  of 
that  day  arc  not  reduced  by  him.  There  is  a star  in  Halley’s  edition  of  17)2,  viz.  iR  = 
118°  43'  30"  and  D = + 15°  2'  30'',  which  I presume  was  meant  for  this  star.  The  present 
star  was  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  Ccl.  page  52,  at  S'  0*  28^,  nmg.  7^ . 

1154.  — A'acii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19, 1690,  at  Vh  13“ ; and  again  on  Feb.  16, 1702, 
at  9'  17“  3.T.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  (rum  which  the  position  in  the  present 
catalogue  is  taken.  It  was  observed  by  I.,a)andc  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  280,  at  7'  59“  40*,2,  mag.  6. 

1155.  17  iVdru.  This  star  does  not  exist,  neither  can  I find  any  observation  of  it  in  the  Historia 
Carlestis.  Miss  Herschcl  thinks  that  its  introduction  into  the  British  Catalogue  may  have 
arisen  from  an  error  in  computing  the  preceding  star  (No.  1 154  of  this  catalogue)  : but  from 
some  alterations  in  the  computations  of  20  iVorir,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  (Migc  223,  I think  it  very 
probable  that  it  w'as  originally  deduced  erroneously  from  the  obseivation  of  that  star  made  uu 
Feb.  19,  1690,  at  9^  16“  21*. 

1157.  — Concri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  16,  1700,  at  7'  2S'"  47*;  again  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  at  7'  24™  48* ; and  again  on  March  19,  at  7“  22“  50*,  which  should  probably  be 
7'  21™  50*.  It  is  Piazzi  VIU.  U = 329  Mayer. 

1 158.  — Lgnds.  Obser\*ed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  at  10'  58“  39* : but  the  exact  time  is 
not  known.  1 cannot  hud  the  star  in  any  catalogue : but  M.  Argclandcr  says  that  tl>e  obser- 
vations at  Abo  give  its  position  for  1830  iR  =:  8'  2™  51*,04  and  D = + 59°  41'  55", 6.  In 
the  original  MS  entry  it  is  said  to  have  been  observed  2“  aflcr  it  had  fussed  the  meridian. 

1159.  ““  Lyncis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  the  second  after  lO'  58“  39*.  U is 
Piazzi  VIII.  30. 

1160.  19  Haiis.  This  star  is  designated  as  of  the  4^  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  it 
is  only  once  so  called  in  the  original  eutries  ; whereas  it  is  twice  denominated  as  5^  ; which  I 
have  here  retained. 

1161.  — Cemeri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  19,  1096,  at  O’*  8“  19*, 5;  and  afterwanlii  by 
].Alande  in  Hut.  Cel.  page  216,  at  8'  3“  22*,  mag.  7^  It  ts  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712. 


Digitized  Google 


558 


Notes  to  the  BritUh  Catalofrue. 


1166.  — Cancri.  Obtcrved  by  FUmntee4  od  March  7, 169^1,  at  S“  10*  31 . It  ia  Piazzi  VTII. 
*12 ; aud  ia  called  etMle  singuliere  by  Lalaude  in  Hist  Cel.  211. 

1 168.  21  Savin.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  Britith  Calalogw  is  — 15®  2*  50^':  but  this 
ia  an  error  of  the  press,  as  it  ought  to  be  — 15®  20'  50".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on 
Feb.  n,  1102,  at  9“  21"  32" : and  the  coropariwm  of  the  zenith  distance  with  that  of  other 
stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  iiulicatea  the  error : which  is  confirmed  by  an  examination  of 
the  original  MS  catalogue  in  MSS,  vol.  25,  from  which  most  of  the  others  ap|>car  to  have  been 
copied,  where  the  correct  value  ia  given  aa  above  atnted  ; ami  which  I Itavc  here  restored. 

1171.  2 Ursa  ^fajcris  A.  The  right  naccnaion  of  this  star  ia  deduced  j>er  di>tan/iajr ; as  may  be 
seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  10. 

1 172.  21  Cancri.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  Briiiik  CtUaloguc  ia  121®  40'  0".  There 
are  three  observations  nf  it  by  FUmuteed,  two  only  of  which  have  been  reduced : viz.  one  oo 
March  12,  1691,  at  7*  59“  3T,  and  the  other  on  March  7,  1696,  at  ^ 23”  3S‘.  The  former 
IS  reinilariy  and  correctly  retluced  l:^  him  in  l^iSS,  vol.  23,  }>^  77  ; but  in  the  latter  he  has 
miule  an  error  of  20*  (=  5' 0")  : and  he  appears  to  have  taken  the  mean  as  the  true  value. 
By  correcting  this  ermr,  however,  we  should  have  the  right  ascension  equal  to  121®  43'  15"; 
which  is  the  value  aasiimed  in  the  present  catalogue.  The  declination  in  the  British  Catahguv 
is  + II®  34'  25";  and  it  appears  to  be  regidarly  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  the  observations 
above  stated  ; but  in  copying  it  out  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Cancer,  in  }mgc  68 
of  the  same  volume,  he  doea  not  appear  to  have  made  any  allowance  for  the  anuuat  precession. 
On  recompudiig  (he  two  observations  agreeably  to  Flamsteed's  mctliod,  I obtain  the  value 
given  in  this  catalt^c. 

1 173.  22  Cancri  One  of  the  discrvattons  of  this  star  was  mailc  by  Flamsteed  on  March 
7, 1696,  at  S'*  25"  18*;  but  wliich  should  be  S'*  24"  18*.  Owing  to  this  error  Flamsleed  has 
omsidered  it  ns  another  and  a dlirercnt  star,  viz.  26  Cancri^  whose  poeitton  in  the  British  Cola- 
ioguc  is  ./H  = 122®  9^  30"  and  I)  = + 28®  51'  8":  but  which  docs  not  exist.  See  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  77,  where  this  mistake  is  manifest:  alto  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  6) 
where  the  hgpin^  denoting  the  minutes  appear  to  have  been  altered. 

1178.  1 Hydra.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  in 
all  the  original  entries  it  is  designated  as  the  Cth ; which  I have  here  tvtained. 

1181.  28  Cancri  •.*.  lu  the  observation  of  this  star  on  March  14,  1695,  at  7**  59"  2^^,5,  Flam- 
steed remarks  that  it  lias  a companion  2tF  more  northerly.  See  the  note  to  No.  1183  below. 

1182.  2 Hydra.  Tli^  star  is  marked  aa  of  the  4th  m^piitudc  in  the  British  CeUalogue  ; but  in 
the  origintd  entries,  it  is  twice  designated  as  the  6tb,  and  once  as  6).  I have  therefore  altered 
it  here. 

1 183.  — Ca«cn.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  14,  1695,  at  8*  0"  29*.  M.  Argelandcr  thinks 
that  it  is  the  same  star  as  that  mentioned  in  the  note  to  1 181 : but  this  star  waa  also  observed 
at  the  same  time.  It  is  Piazzi  Vlll.  79  = 341  Mayer. 

1185.  3 Ursa  Majorit.  i The  right  ascensions  of  these  stars  have  been  deduced  per  distantias 

1185.  4 Ursa Majorisx.S  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  10;  and  the  resultt  apjieaf  to  he  more  cor- 
rect than  tluAte  which  arc  here  retained  by  Flamsteed.  In  the  British  Cataiogue^  each  of 
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tbete  sure  it  denoted  bv  the  letter  ir : but  there  it  only  one  star  de5ignate<i  by  that  letter  in 
Baycr’a  map,  which  is  the  latter  of  the  two : the  other  might  more  properly  to  be  taken  in  con- 
nexion with  2 Ursa  Majority  and  be  called  /I*.  I have  therefore  rejected  the  letter  from  the 
first  of  these  stare.  In  the  British  Caial/tguet  Ka  1165  is  said  to  be  the  brightest:  but,  in 
the  entries,  the  reverse  is  stated  to  be  the  case.  I have  therefore  altered  them  here. 

1187.  30  Cancri  u*.  Besides  the  5 obsenations  of  this  star  indicated  by  Miss  Herechel,  there  is 
another  on  March  IS,  1G96,  which  passed  aAcr  7^  4G"  30',  and  which  she  lias  supposed  to  be 
another  star,  namely.  No.  463  in  her  catalogue  and  No.  191  in  my  list  of  Flamsteed's  inedited 
stare.  But,  on  referring  to  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  rol.  6)  I find  that  the  aenith  dis- 
tance, per  strias  cochleay  should  be  600*28  instead  of  660*28,  and  that  the  corresponding 
reading  per  tineas  diatpnales  should  be  26°  29^  55",  as  stated  in  tlic  margin  of  the  original 
MS  entry.  Whence  it  will  appear  that  the  star  ia  30  Cancri.  There  are  only  (wo  stare  desig- 
nated by  the  letter  v in  Bayer's  map,  but  as  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  second  belongs  to 
28  Cancriy  or  to  this  star,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  the  letter  to  both : which  1 have  here 
retained. 

1 190.  — Ursa  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  11,  1703,  at  ^ 19"  38*.  There  ia  no 
sUr  that  will  exactly  correspond  with  the  jxNiitirm  here  given:  but  if  wc  suppose  with  M. 
Argelauder  that  there  ia  an  error  of  1“  in  the  time  of  transit,  and  that  it  should  be  18*  36*, 
the  observation  will  agree  with  No.  23  Ursa  Majoris  in  Dode's  great  catalogue;  which  was 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  382,  at  8**  21"  15*, 5 ; and  in  Mem.  He  PAcad.  for 
1790,  page  381,  at  8**  22"  5*,  mag.  7.  And  6 observations  of  it  at  Abo  give  its  {Msitioii 
for  1830,  ^11  = 6^  25"  15*, 60,  and  D = -f  60°  3F  30",7.  In  such  case  the  right  ascension 
in  this  catalogue  should  be  diminished  15'. 

1191.  32  Coftcri.  This  star  is  called  v*  by  Flamsteed:  but  there  are  only  2 stare  designated  by 
that  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  to  which  Flamsteed  has  added  a third  (30  Canm')>  1 have  there- 
fore rejected  the  letter  here. 

1194.  34  Cancri.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  March  7,  1696,  at  8*  32"  27*,5, 
he  states  that  it  has  a companion  to  the  south  : probably  the  star  observed  by  Lalaude  in  Hist. 
Cei.  page  211,  at  8"  21“  4\  mag.  6^- 

1195.  35  Conm’.  In  the  nbservation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  March  14,  1696,  at  8^  6"  43*,  it 
is  staled  that  it  has  a companion  to  the  north : jirobably  Piaxzi  VIII.  104. 

1196.  — C(mcri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  F«b.  7,  1690,  at  10**  0"  2*;  but  the  decUnatinn  is 
not  given.  M.  Argelandcr  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  Piazzi  VIII.  104  = 349  Mayer:  perhaps 
the  star  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note. 

1 197.  — Cancri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  7,  1696,  the  second  after  8^  32"  27*, 5 : but 
the  time  of  transit  is  not  given.  M.  Argelandcr  is  opinion  that  it  is  the  star  mentioned  in 
Bessel’s  Zone,  349,  at  S'*  26“  12*,50i  again  in  350,  at  8"  26”  ICT,64;  and  again  in  352,  at 
8"  26"  3*, 08;  with  + 28°  53'  55"7,  mag.  7. 

1 198.  — Ursa  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  the  third  after  1 1*  13"  34* : 
hut  the  time  of  transit  is  not  given;  and  the  zenith  distance  only  approximately.  I cannot 
discover  any  star  that  will  correspond  thereto.  In  my  list  of  Flamsteed's  inedited  stars  I have 
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BUggeftted  thnt  it  might  be  Piazzi  VIII.  131 : but  I am  not  now  of  that  opinion;  nor  do  1 think 
that  it  acoorda  with  either  of  the  star«  in  LaUndc'a  Hut.  CH.  page  3S3. 

1 199.  — Urut  Maj<ms.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  the  fourth  after  1 P 13*  34* ; 
but  the  time  of  transit  is  not  given ; and  the  zenith  distance  only  approximately.  I cannot 
discover  any  star  that  will  corresjjoDd  thereto.  See  the  preceding  note;  where  the  remarks 
apply  also  to  this  alar. 

1204.  2 Lctmis  Minoris.  There  is  only  one  observation  of  2, 3,  4,  and  5 Lewis  Minmis;  each 
of  which  was  made  on  Feb.  15,  1704,  at  9*'  42"  58‘,  at  9^  43"  20^.  at  9^  43“  5(y.  and  at 
9*'  54"  0*  respectively.  But  owing  to  some  error  in  the  computation,  the  right  ascension  of  all 
of  them  has  been  deduced  about  5'  too  great,  to  agree  with  modem  obaenrations.  The  com- 
parison of  the  times  of  transit  with  that  of  4B  Cancri  on  the  same  day,  will  show  that  some 
error  of  this  kind  has  been  committed.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished 
5'  24", 9 in  order  to  accord  with  Bradley’s. 

1205.  — Conen.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  10,  1698,  at  8‘  28™  34*.  I cannot  6nd  ihc 
star  in  any  catalogue,  nor  does  it  exist  agreeably  to  the  position  here  given.  The  decliuatinn 
will  agree  with  Piazzi  VIII.  112;  but  the  right  ascension  differs  about  12'. 

1206.  3 Lewis  Minoris.  Obser^'cd  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  15,  1704,  at  43"  20*.  The  right 
ascension  must  be  diminished  5'  9",0  in  order  to  correspond  with  Bradley’s.  See  the  note  to 
No.  1204  above. 

1208.  37  Cancri  c*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  c,  in  Bayer's  map : but,  as  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  36  Concr?,  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed  has 
annexed  it  to  each  of  tliem,  which  I have  here  retained.  In  the  British  Calaloque  it  is 
marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude : but,  in  the  ori^nal  abservations,  it  ia  once  marked  as  the 
6th,  and  once  as  the  7th.  I have  therefore  adopted  the  mean. 

1209.  4 Lewis  Minoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  15,  1704,  at  9^  43"  50^.  The  right 
aaoension  must  be  dimiuislted  5'  24",4  in  order  to  correspond  with  Bradley's.  See  the  note  to 
No.  1204  above. 

1210.  — Utso!  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  11,  1703,  at  B**  26*  55*-  It  ia  Piazzi 
VUI.  137. 

1211.  38  Conen.  This  star  ia  designated  by  the  letter  o in  the  British  Calaiogue:  but  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Baycr’a  map.  I have  therefore  rejected  it 

1212.  — Cancri  f.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  18,  1696,  at  7**  58*  16*.  I cannot  find 
any  star  that  will  exactly  correspond  with  it.  The  right  ascension  agrees  with  Piazzi  VIII. 
124:  but  the  declination  is  too  great  by  10*.  M.  Argclandcr  imagines  that  there  has  been 
some  confuaioti  in  the  original  entry;  and  on  looking  into  it  (MSS,  vol.  6)  I find  this  to  be 
the  case : for  it  stands  thus. 
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The  first  f is  altered  with  the  pen : hut  tlw  two  h’s  remain.  I apprehend  that  the  entrv  ahould 
hare  been  aa  follows : viz. 

7^  58  5 . . . o 30  44  30 

58  16  . . . ./  30  58  45 

58  49 

58  52  . . . < 30  58  45 

59  9 . . . . 30  4B  5 

59  23  . . . 5 30  56  20 

1213.  39  Cancn.i  There  ia  only  one  observation  in  zenith  dittance  of  each  of  these  stars,  which 

1214.  40  CtCTcn'.l  was  on  Feb.  28,  1702,  at  8^  39“  44’  and  sy*  49*:  and  it  apjwars  that 
some  error  has  been  made  in  noting  donn  the  zenith  distances,  which  should  evidently  be 
trantpoflcd.  Consequently  the  declinations  of  these  stars  must  be  transposed  also,  which  1 
have  accordingly  done : but  at  the  same  time  1 ought  to  remark  that  the  original  MSS  are 
correctly  printed,  and  that  there  is  nothing  to  authorize  the  alteration,  but  the  comparison  of 
modern  observations. 

1216.  — CanrrL  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  17,  1690,  at  9**  47"  30*:  it  hs»  no  zenith 
distance  annexed ; but  it  is  most  probably  situate  in  Preps^t  in  which  case  it  is  Piazzi  VUl. 
129  s Mayer  359.  Miss  Ilerschel  has  supposed  it  to  be  40  Cancri:  but  the  time  of  transit 
will  not  agree  with  that  star.  See  the  note  to  No.  1214. 

1217.  41  Cancri  t.  Tlws  declination  of  this  star,  in  the  British  Co/a/oep^e,  it  + 2(P  34'  45" : but 
this  does  not  accord  with  the  two  reductions  msde  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vul.  23,  pages  73 
and  77.  lu  fact,  if  we  reduce  the  observation  of  Feb.  14,  1690,  at  9^  59"  53*,  and  of 
March  7>  1696,  at  8**  39"  20^,  agreeably  to  Flamsteed’s  method,  the  declination  will  come  out 
4-  20°  36'  20":  which  is  tlie  %*alue  I have  adopted  in  the  present  catalogue.  Tliis  star  is  called 
< by  Flamsteed  : but  Bayer  intended,  by  this  letter,  to  denote  the  whole  nebulous  ajipcaranre 
which  he  calls  Pntsepc. 

1218.  42  Cancri.  This  star  has  the  letter  e annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalo^e  : but  that  letter 
has  already  beeu  applied  by  Flamsteed  to  36  and  37  Cmtcrif  as  indicated  by  Baver.  I ha>’c 
therefore  rejected  the  letter  here. 

1219.  — Conm.  Olwcrvcd  by  Flamsteed  ou  Feb.  17,  1690,  at  O"  48“  3*,  and  again  on 
March  18, 1696,  at  T*  59"  9*.  There  is  some  confusion  in  the  time  of  the  two  transits ; but 
the  star  is  probably  Piazzi  VIII.  134  = 362  Mayer.  It  is  inserted  by  Flamsteed  in  his  cata- 
logue of  the  stars  in  the  coustellaUun  Oeminiy  in  MSS,  vol.  25.  page  45.  See  the  note  to 
No.  1212  above. 

1220.  — Urs<p  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  11,  1703,  at  ^ 28"  34*.  I cannot 
find  any  star  that  answers  to  the  position  here  given.  M.  .\rge)andcr  has  suggested  that  if  we 
read  S'*  34“  28*,  instead  of  8**  28“  34',  the  ohaervation  would  agree  vrilh  the  star  observed  by 
Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  384,  at  S'*  36*  47*, 3,  mag.  7^. 

1223.  44  CoAcrt.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Cataio^c : but  in 
the  ori^nai  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  8th  : which  I have  here  retained. 

1225.  46  Ctmeri  e*.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  18,  1619,  at  9^  47“  10*,  and  regularly 
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reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  puge  13.  1 cannot  account  for  the  great  difference  of  decli- 
nation.  In  the  British  Caiaiogve  it  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it : but  it  is  the  hrst  of  the  three 
stars  designated  by  the  letter  <r  in  Bayer’s  map  ; the  two  others  being  57  and  61  Cancri.  The 
three  stars  assumed  by  Klumsteed  are  51,  59,  and  64  Caticri;  which  arc  erroueous,  and  do  not 
agree  with  the  positions  laid  down  by  Bayer : 1 have  therefore  corrected  them. 

1229.  5 Urstr  Mnjons  b.  Tbe  letter  b is  annexed  to  7 Ursa  3/d;br«,  in  the  British  Catalogur  ; 
but  that  letter  evidently  belongs  to  this  star.  In  the  British  Catalogue  this  star  it  marked 
as  of  the  5th  magnitude;  but,  in  the  original  entry,  it  is  designated  as  the  6tb;  which  1 
have  here  retained. 

1232.  7 Ursa  Majoris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  Cato/ov/ueU  127^  46' 30'^ 

It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  the  second  after  1 P 34*"  : but  the  obser- 

vaUoti  is  imperfect,  as  the  time  of  transit  is  not  given.  In  order  to  obtain  the  light  ascensinn, 
Flamsteed  has  made  use  of  the  observation  of  a star  which  he  calls  6,  and  wliich  he  supposed 
to  l>e  the  same  star,  made  with  the  sextant  on  Oct.  21,  ICSl,  as  given  in  the  second  volume  of 
the  Historia  Calestis,  page  99 ; and  the  original  computation  is  to  be  seen  in  Mi^S,  vol.  26  C, 
page  7,  and  a repetition  of  it  in  MSS,  vol.  61  E.  page  56.  But  the  sur  there  observed  was  not 
this  star,  but  5 Ursa  Majoris  {'So.  1229  of  the  present  catalogue):  consequently  the  right 
ascension  so  d»luced  is  erroneous ; and  Flamsteed  himself  appears  to  have  suspected  some 
mistake,  as  tn  page  9 of  the  6rst  of  the  abovc-meniioned  MS  volumes  he  has  placed  the  mark  of 
uncertainty  against  the  name  of  this  very  star,  and  calls  it  “ the  rrwnpam'tm  of  5,**  The  right 
ascension  therefore  is  undetermined  and  undeterminable,  it  evidently  is  not  so  great  as  that 
given  in  the  British  Cnialoguej  as  it  passed  the  meridian  before  the  transit  of  6 Ursa  Majoris . 
1 cannot  hud  any  star  in  any  catalogue  that  will  correspond  with  the  zenith  distance  observed 
by  Flamsteed ; and  1 therefore  consider  that  the  star  docs  nert  exist. 

1233.  31  Monocerotis.  This  star  is  designated  as  of  the  4lh  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : 
hut,  in  the  ori^nal  entries  it  is  twice  noticed  as  of  the  5th  only ; which  I have  therefore  re> 
taiued.  It  still  differs  considerably  from  Piazzi ; who  states  it  to  be  of  the  7lh. 

1234.  10  Hydra.  The  magnitude  of  this  star  is  not  noticed  in  the  original  entry  of  the  ubscrvation. 
Piazzi  says  it  is  only  of  the  7th. 

1236.  — ■ Ursa  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  the  first  after  ll''32“  51V  It 
is  not  to  be  found  in  any  catalogue  : but  M.  Argelander  states  that  six  observations  of  it  at 
Abo,  give  its  position  for  1830,  iK  = 8^  41*  57*,74,  and  I)  = + 66®  9'  52"0. 

1237.  — Ursa  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  nn  Jan.  23,  1690,  the  second  after  IP  32*“  5!V 
It  occurs  twice  in  Lalamlc’s  list,  in  the  ^fim.  de  CAcad.  for  1790 ; vix.  in  page  385,  at 
8"  40“  11*3.  and  in  page  386,  at  8^  40“  12',5;  mag. 

1240.  35  Lgneis.  I would  here  remark  that  Miss  Herschcl  calls  this  star  36  Lyncis^  and  has  also 
increased  by  unity  the  numbers  of  all  the  remaining  stars  in  this  constellation.  Tliis  however 
is  erroneous.  Tbe  star  which  originally  occupied  the  place  of  36  Lgneis  (but  which  is  struck 
out  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  British  Catalogne)  was  2 Lconis  Minoris^  as  may  be  seen  in 
MSS,  vol.  27  C,  page  46,  which  is  the  manuscript  used  by  the  printer;  and  it  was  evidently 
struck  out  during  the  progress  of  the  printing;  the  figure  7 (denoting  its  msgnitude)  being  left 
at  the  end,  exactly  as  in  the  printed  copy. 
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1241.  — Mifdr(P.  Ohtcrved  by  Flamsteed  on  March  9,  1691,  after  8*  36"  37*.  The  lime  is  nol 
specified;  but  the  star  is  probably  lhazzi  VIII.  167-  In  the  on'^mx/ MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5) 
it  is  stated  to  has'e  passed  the  meridian  a little  before  the  preceding  star  13  H^dree. 

1242.  5 Leonit  Minoru.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  15,  1104,  at  9^  54"  (f.  The  right  as- 
censinn  must  be  diminished  5'  10^'3  order  to  correspoud  with  Bradley's  observations.  See 
the  note  to  No.  1204  above. 

1245.  51  Cancri.  This  star  is  called  by  Flamstctsl : but  be  has  mistaken  the  stars  designated 
by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map.  They  arc  46,  57,  and  61  Confri:  and  not  51,  59,  64,  and  66 
Canert',  as  he  has  supposed-  I have  here  corrected  all  these  errors.  See  the  note  to  No.  1225 
above. 

'246.  52  Cancri.  This  star  is  marked  us  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalo^e:  but  in 
the  pri47imi/  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  7th ; which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

1250.  55  Caneri  In  the  reduction  of  one  of  the  obser\’ations  of  this  star  (March  7,  1606, 
at  8^  50"  46*)  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  1"  in  taking  out  the  difference  between  the  time 
of  its  transit,  and  that  of  y Geminorvm  (his  determining  star)  on  the  same  day  : as  may  be 
seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  77.  Whence  has  arisen  the  introduction  of  56  CdAcri  into  the  Brt- 
tijh  Cataio^Wf  whose  |>ositinn  there  given  in  ill  = 128°  47'  and  I)  =:  + 29°  27'  3.V' : but 
which  does  not  exist  There  are  only  two  stars  designated  by  the  letter  in  Bayer's  map  ; 
and  I have  no  doubt  but  that  53  Cancri  and  the  present  star  formed  the  appearance  which 
Bayer  took  for  the  first  of  these  stars ; and  that  58  Cancri  was  the  second  of  such  stars.  I 
have  therefore  designated  these  stars  respectively  p*.  The  star  called  ^ by  Klauiatccd 
does  not  exist : and  thuee  called  by  him  f,*  and  arc  not  entitled  to  that  appellation. 

1252.  57  Cancri  o*.  This  star  is  called  t*  by  Flamsteed  : but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by 
that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  which  is  48  Cancri.  1 have  therefore  rejected  it  here.  It  is  in  fact 
the  second  of  the  three  stars  designated  as  o*  by  Bayer;  which  1 have  therefore  restored.  See 
the  note  to  No.  1225. 

1253.  — Hydree.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13,  1702,  at  8^  22*  32*.  It  does  notap|>car 
to  htve  l>ecn  observed  by  Bradley  or  Piazzi : but  it  is  in  Bessel’s  Zone  59,  at  6^  42"  47*, 06. 

1254.  15  Ilydrcr.  In  the  re<luction  of  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star  (March  14,  1693, 
at  8^  25“  28*)  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  y",  in  taking  out  the  difference  between  the 
time  of  its  transit,  and  that  of  a Canis  jlfq;ori>  (his  determining  star)  on  the  same  day : as  may 
he  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  229.  WTience  has  arisen  the  introduction  of  6 Hydra  into  the 
British  Catcdoyue^  whose  poaition  there  given  ia  = 126°  49'  0"  and  U = — 5°  3'  0";  but 
which  does  not  exist. 

1255.  — Cancri  f.  This  star  is  called  f>*  by  Flamsteed ; but  for  the  reasons  elated  in  the  note  to 
No.  1350,  the  order  of  notation  muat  be  altered  ; and  it  now  becomes  c*. 

1256.  59  Canert.  This  star  is  designated  as  p*  in  the  British  C dialogue : but  Flamsteed  has  mis* 
taken  the  stars  denoted  by  the  letter  o in  Bayer's  map.  See  the  note  to  No.  1225. 

1257.  9 Ursa  Majoris  i.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  has  been  deduced  per  disiantias:  as 
may  l>e  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  9. 
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1259.  60  Cancri.  This  star  in  called  a*  in  the  Britith  Catalogue:  but  as  there  is  only  one  star 
deai^akd  by  tlie  letter  a in  Bayer*i  tnap»  I have  rejected  it  here,  on  account  of  the  difference 
in  ni^nitude.  It  » marked  aa  of  the  4^  magnitude  in  the  BrilUk  Catalogue ; but  in  the 
only  obaervation  where  the  magnitude  ia  noticed,  it  is  deaiguaied  in  the  original  entry  aa  of  the 
6tli  \ which  I have  therefore  retained. 

1260.  61  Conrri  Thia  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  it  is  the 
third  of  the  three  stars  designated  by  o in  Uayer's  map.  I have  therefore  inserted  it.  the 
note  to  No.  1245. 

1261.  62  Cancri  9*.  One  of  the  observations  of  tliis  star,  vix.  that  made  on  Dec.  .10,  1111,  at 
13**  29"  25*,  was  reduceii  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34  : and  in  the  process  of 
reduction  he  has  made  an  error  of  10^  in  the  right  ascension.  Which  has  given  rise  to  the 
introduction  of  73  Chmert  into  the  British  Catalogue ; whose  position,  there  given,  is  ill  =:  1 32^ 
27'  0"  and  D = 4-  16°  29^  53";  but  which  docs  not  exist.  See  the  next  note. 

1262.  63  Cancri  9*.  Besides  the  obtervabons  of  this  star,  indicated  by  Miss  Herschel,  there 
ap|>cars  to  have  been  another  made  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  30,  171 1,  aAer  13*'  29*  25*.  See 
MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34,  where  the  observation  is  reduced.  But  in  the  process  of  reduction, 
Flamsteed  has  committed  two  errors : for  he  has  made  a mistake  of  10"  in  ti)e  right  ascension 
(as  in  the  preceding  star) ; and  has  also  made  a mistake  of  1°  in  the  dedination.  Which  has 
given  rise  to  the  introduction  of  74  Conerr  into  the  Brilish  Catalogue;  whose  |K)sition,  there 
given,  is  .A  = 132®  32'  0",  and  D = 4 15°  44'  50";  but  which  docs  not  exist.  The  obser- 
vation, here  alluded  to,  is  not  printed  in  the  Historia  Ceeiestis^  nor  is  it  to  be  found  in  the  copy 
of  the  manuscript  observatiuns  (MSS,  vol.  17)  : the  book  containing  the  original  olMervations 
is  not  in  existence. 

1264.  10  Ursa  Majorts.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  has  been  deduce<l  per  (listantias:  as  may 
be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  9.  In  the  British  Co/o/o^ue,  it  has  the  letter  n annexed  to 
it ; but  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1265.  64  Cuncri.  This  star  is  designated  as  a*  in  the  British  Cataiogue:  but  Flamstceil  has  nus- 
taken  the  stars  denoted  by  the  letter  c in  Bayer’s  map.  See  the  note  to  No.  1225. 

1266.  11  Ursee  Majoris  r*.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  should  be  diminished  O'  16",0,  in 
order  to  correspond  with  Bradley’s  observations.  As  this  star  ia  made  the  determining  star  on 
the  two  days  on  which  it  was  observed  (March  14,  1691,  and  Jan.  13,  1696),  it  ia  evident  that 
other  stars  will  he  partially  affected  by  this  error.  The  position  was  deduced  per  dist<mtias, 
as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  7.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  here  that  the  magnitude 
in  the  British  Catalogue  is  marked  as  the  5th;  but,  in  the  original  entry,  it  ia  designated  as 
the  Gth,  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

1267-  — Cancri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  15,  1714,  at  8^  17"  5*.  It  was  observed 
by  Lalande,  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  324,  at  S’*  46“  1 5*, 3,  mag.  6. 

1269.  66  Cancri.  This  star  is  designated  aa  e*  in  the  Brilish  Catalogue:  but  Flamsteed  has 
mistaken  the  stars  denoted  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map.  See  the  note  to  No.  1225. 

1271.  13  Urs/e  sMajorise*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  e,  in  Bayer’s  map  : but 
aa  there  may  be  a doubt  whether  such  letter  l>elougs  to  1 1 Urs/e  Majoris,  or  to  the  present 
star,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  therefore  retained. 
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1272.  67  Caneri.  Thi»  *t4r  is  called  f*  by  Flamsteed  : hut  aa  there  arc  ooly  two  »tan  designated 
by  that  letter  m Bayer’s  map,  I have  rejected  the  letter  here.  See  the  note  to  No,  1250  above. 

1273.  — Urtae  3fa^rir.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1690,  at  11^  45“  16*.  It  is  not  to 
be  found  in  any  catalogue : but  M.  Aigelandcr  stales  that  sU  ubserrations  of  it  at  Abo  give  its 
position  for  1S30,  A = 8*  53“  18M9,  and  D = + 51®  29'  40  ', 5.  The  decimation  agrees  very 
well,  but  the  right  ascension  differs  10^,  unless  the  star  has  a proper  rnution.  On  examining 
the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  6),  1 find  that  the  time  is  expressed  as  doubtful : and  was 
originally  entered  11^40*  16*. 

1274.  68  Caneri.  Thia  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6lh  magnitude  in  the  British  CaJaioyue : but  in 
the  observalion-book  it  is  designated  aa  the  8th  ; which  1 have  therefore  retained. 

1 276.  14  L^rsa>  MaJ(ms  r.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  was  deduced  per  disiantiai  .*  as  may  be 
seen  in  MSS,  vol  26  C,  page  9. 

1277.  — Htfdrep.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13,  1702,  at  ^ 31“  39*;  and  March  17, 
1702,  at  8^  20“  47*.  It  is  Piazxi  VIII.  233. 

1278.  ■ — Hydra.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13,  1702,  at  S'*  31"  57*.  It  is  Piazzi  VIII. 
236. 

1279.  70  Caneri.  This  star  is  called  c*  by  Flamsteed ; but  as  there  are  only  two  stars  designated 
by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  rejected  the  letter  here.  See  the  note  to  No,  1250 
above. 

1280.  — Conen.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  14,  1696,  at  S**  35"  52*.  It  was  obsened  by 
Lalande  in  Hut.  CH.  page  1 48,  at  S’*  52“  55',  mag.  8. 

1281.  — Lynaj.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  12,  1691,  at  8"  0*;  again  on  Feb.  21, 

1694,  at  9**  51“  45*;  again  on  Feb.  15,  1704,  at  10**  9“  32*;  and  again  on  the  following  day, 
at  10^  5“  57*.  It  waa  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712 ; and  I know  not  why  it  was  after- 
wards omitted,  aa  it  appears  to  hsve  been  regularly  reduced  by  Flamsteed  himself  : not  only 
from  the  observations  made  with  the  mural  arc,  bnt  also  per  dutantias  ; as  may  he  seen  in 
MSS,  vol.  26  C,  pages  7 and  9:  where  however  the  right  ascension  is  131®  39' 30".  It  is 
Piazzi  VUI.  245  = (17  Hev.)  Lyncis.  In  the  observation  of  Feb.  21,  it  is  stated  that  the 
star  has  two  contiguous  ones  to  the  south : these  are  probably  (he  stars  in  the  Hist.  CH. 
page  320,  at  8‘  52“  2fi‘,5,  and  8"  53“  5T,3. 

1283.  — Ursa  Hayjrii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  at  11®  37“  0*:  but  both  the 
lime  and  the  zenith  distance  are  uncertain,  and  expressed  to  the  nearest  minute  only.  It  is 
probably  No.  52  Ursa  Majoris  in  Bode’i  great  catalogue ; atnl  the  star  observed  by  Lalande 
in  Hist.  Cki.  page  365,  at  20®  54“  9*, 2,  mag.  6. 

1284.  — Ursa  Mo^fris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  11,  1703,  at  8®  52"  52*.  It  is  the  double 
star  No.  53  Ursa  Afqj'orix  in  Bode’s  great  catalogue;  and  is  mentioned  by  Piazzi  in  the  note 
to  VIII.  261. 

1285.  71  Caneri.  The  right  asernsion  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caialoyuet  is  131®  55'  30":  hut 
there  is  no  star  that  will  accord  with  such  posidon.  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  27, 
1712,  at  11®  18*  28*;  and  reduced  by  him  iu  MSS,  vol.  26 C,  page  34  : but  the  steps  of  the 
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proccia  arc  nut  there  detailed.  I apprehend  that  there  ia  an  error  ut  recording  the  obaervatioo 
in  the  book ; and  that  it  should  stand  as  follows ; vie. 

b ■)  • 

11  18  28  Saturuus  iutus  o , „ 

19  2 Caiieri  . . . . 33  10  30 

21  19  Saturnus  Iransit ' . . • 33  3 50 

For,  it  appears,  from  the  observatiuna  of  the  preceding  and  following  days,  that  the  time 
employed  by  Saturn,  from  entering  the  field  of  view  of  the  telescope,  to  the  wire  in  the  centre, 
waa  2*  51* : which  wuuld  reconcile  the  whole;  since  the  right  ascension  would  then  be  as  in 
the  present  catalogue.  1 have  therefore  adopted  the  above  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

1281.  16  Urs<P  Afq^ir  c.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  has  been  deduced  per  distantias ; as 
may  be  seen  in  MSS,  voL  26  C,  page  11. 

1290.  76  Cancri  x.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4 1 magnitude,  in  the  British  Caiaioguc : but  I 
can  find  only  one  mention  of  it  in  the  ori^nai  entries,  where  it  is  designated  as  of  the  6^. 
Piarszi’s  value  is  between  the  two,  viz.  5^. 

1292.  78  Cancri.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star,  in  the  British  CakUoguet  is  132°  56'  20":  but 
there  appears  to  be  an  error  of  2'  in  the  reduction.  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  22, 
nUi  at  6^  18*  18*,  and  again  on  Jan.  21,  1712,  at  11^  22*  22* : both  of  which  are  reduced 
in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34.  If  we  take  the  mean  deference  in  the  time  of  transit  between 
this  star  and  that  immediately  following  it  on  those  days  (80  Cancri),  we  shall  find  that  the 
r^ht  ascension  given  by  Flamsteed  ought  to  be  reduced  2',  which  is  accordingly  dune  in  the 
present  catalogue.  The  magnitude  is  marked,  in  the  British  Caiaioffuet  as  the  6th ; but  in  tlte 
observations,  it  U once  designated  as  the  8th,  and  once  as  the  7th;  1 have  therefore  taken  the 
mean. 

1297-  18  Urs4T  Majoris  e.  1 cannot  account  for  this  great  diflerence  in  declination : as  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  error  in  the  computations.  The  right  ascension  has  been  deduced  per  dis- 
tantias : as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  9. 

1300.  81  Cancri  Flamsteed  has  marked  this  star  w ith  the  letter  n in  the  British  Catalogue  . 
but  I think  that  letter  more  properly  belongs  to  82  Cancri.  As  there  may  be  a doubt  however 
on  this  subject,  I have  annexed  Uic  letter  to  each. 

1301.  — HydrtB.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13,  1102,  at  8^42*29*;  and  again  on 
March  17,  at  S'*  31"  30'.  It  has  since  been  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist,  CH.  page  324,  at 
9^  1"  3*,2,  mag.  6. 

1305.  82  Cancri  w*.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Ct^cUogue:  but,  in  ray 
opinion,  it  is  the  star  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer's  raap,  whkh  letter  Flamsteed  has 
placed  against  81  Cancri.  As  there  may  however  be  a doubt  on  this  subject,  I have  annexed 
the  letter  to  each. 

1301.  — l/r/«  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  after  11^  58“  23*;  but  the  time 
is  not  given.  It  isNo.65mBode’s  great  catalogue;  and  may  be  found  in  theM^.  de  CAcad. 
for  1190,  page  319,  at  9"  b"  18', 5,  mag.  5i^. 
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1309.  38  Lyncis.  The  right  MCentton  o5  (his  atar  appcajn  U>  have  been  deduced  per  dutantia^ : 
■ee  MSS,  toI.  26  C,  pagta  1 and  9. 

1310.  — Concri.  Obsenred  by  Flamatced  on  March  19,  1700,  at  8“  26“  9*,5 ; and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  at  S*"  22“  11‘;  and  again  on  Feb.  5, 1713,  at  11^  6“  42*.  It  ia  Piazzi  IX.  35  = 39S 
Mayer.  In  reducing  the  first  of  these  obaerTatiuoa  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  32,  Flamsteetl  has 
made  an  error  of  10^  in  right  ascension : which  has  given  rise  to  the  introduction  of  25  hemxi < 
into  the  BTitith  Cctalogxie^  whose  position  there  given  is  = 145^  IV  3(V'  and  1)  =;  -f- 
12°  46^  35''  i but  which  consequently  does  not  exist. 

1311.  39  Lyncis,  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  above  3'^,  in  order  to  rur* 
respond  with  modern  obseirations.  There  appears  to  be  some  error  in  the  reduction  of  other 
of  the  stars  observ’ed  on  Feb.  16,  1704. 

1315.  40  Lynci*.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  appears  to  have  lK;en  deduced  per  dUtantun  : 
see  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  psges  7 and  9. 

1316.  25  Uydrtt.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  Brilish  Caialotjue:  but,  in 
the  oritjinai  entry,  it  is  designated  as  the  5tb;  which  I have  therefore  retained.  Piazzi  con* 
aiders  it,  however,  to  be  of  the  7 lb. 

1317.  21  Ursm  Majoris.  Tills  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Calaii*<ju€ : 
but,  in  the  oriyinai  entry,  it  ia  designated  as  0^;  which  I have  here  retained.  Piazzi  says  it 
is  of  the  8th. 

1319.  — Hydra.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13,  1702,  at  8"  51"  34*.  It  is  Piazzi  IX. 
56 ; and  was  obeerved  also  by  Bradley. 

132U.  22  Ursa  Mc^is.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  should  be  dimintshod  about  9^  minutes 
in  order  to  correspond  with  modem  observations.  See  the  note  to  No.  1266  of  this  catalogue. 

1323.  1 Leonis  x.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4lh  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  in 
the  original  observations,  it  is  no  otherwise  designated  than  as  the  5th ; which  I have  therefore 
adopted. 

1324.  23  Ursa  Majoris  h.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  was  deduced  per  distantias : as  msy  Ih- 
seen  in  M SS,  vol.  26  C,  pages  8 and  9. 

1325.  24  Ursa  Majoris  d.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  should  be  diminishcKi  6'  40", 6 in  urder 
that  it  may  be  compared  with  Bradley's  observations.  See  the  note  to  No.  1266  of  this  esU- 
logne.  The  right  ascension  per  distantias  (which  has  been  computed  in  MSS,  vol,  26  C, 
page  9)  is  only  136°  35'  0". 

1326.  — Ursa  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  at  12^  9“  7*,  and  regularly 

reduced  by  him ; as  appears  by  MSS,  vol.  23,  379.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of 

1712;  and  I know  not  why  it  was  afterwards  rejected.  ItisNo.74  (/rsrtP  in  Bode’s 

large  catalogue : and  ia  to  be  found  also  in  Mem.  de  PAcad.  for  1790,  page  378,  at  9^  14"  25*, 
mag.  6J. 

1329.  2 Leonis  tu.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  tu 
the  originai  entries  it  is  always  designated  as  the  6th ; whkh  I have  therefore  adopted. 

1332.  25  Ursa  Majoris  6.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  w’as  determined  per  distantias:  ns 
may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  8. 
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1335  HydrtP.  OI)«erved  by  FUmstced  rni  March  9,  1691.  after  9*  17*  and  again  on  the 
19lh,  at  8^  41*  53* : and  was  regularly  reduced  by  Flamsteed,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  225. 
227.  \Miy  It  was  afterwards  omitted  in  the  collection  of  the  stars  in  Hydra  in  page  272  of 
the  same  volume.  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  It  is  the  star  obsei^’ed  by  Lalande  in 
Hiti.  Cel.  page  321,  at  9^  18"‘45‘,7:  which  should  be  9*  17“  45*,7.  mag.  6. 

1338.  26  Ursa  McQoris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  has  been  deduced  jser  distca^as : as  may 
be  seen  In  MSS,  vol.  20  C,  page  8. 

1.339.  — Hydras.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13,  1702,  after  8^  58“  42*;  and  again  on 
the  31st,  at  S'*  34”  2*.  It  is  Piazzi  IX.  90. 

1340.  27  Ursa  Majoris.  The  right  ascension  .of  this  star  must  l>c  diminished  9'  10^',9  in  order  to 
correspond  with  Bradley’s  obsenations.  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25,  1696,  at 
12“  3“  52*;  and  the  determining  star  was  u Persei*  which  passed  above  5 hours  beftjre  it. 

1343.  — Urstg  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  25, 1696,  after  12“  3“  52*;  butthetimeis 
not  giveu.  It  is  No.  89  in  Bude’s  large  catalogue,  and  was  observed  {suh  polo)  by  Lalande 
in  Hist.  Cat.  page  36<>,  at  21“  23*  39*,  mag.  6J. 

1345.  5 Leonis  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4tli  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but.  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  once  designated  as  the  5th.  and  once  as  the  6tb  : I have  therefore 
taken  the  mean. 

1347.  — Lt'oni'r  MiTwris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  21,  1694,  after  10“  21*  31*;  but,  in 
the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  6),  it  is  said  to  have  passed  the  meridian  a little  before  the 
preceding  star,  11  Leonis  Minoris.  It  is  Piazzi  IX.  115. 

1348.  32  Hydra  7*.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  msgnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but. 
in  the  original  entry,  it  is  designated  ss  the  6th ; which  T have  therefore  retained. 

1349.  — Hydra.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13,  1702,  the  second  after  8“  58"  42*;  and 
again  on  the  21st,  at  8“  37"  1*.  It  is  Piazzi  IX.  114. 

1353.  42  Lynris.  Besides  the  4 observations  of  this  star,  indicated  by  Miss  Hervclicl,  there 
is  another  on  March  17,  1702,  at  8“  55"  4*.  The  zenith  distance  perlineas  diagonates  diStra 
4®  55''  from  that  per  strias  cochlea ; and  that  the  latter  is  the  correct  reading  is  evident  from 
the  fact,  Uiat  no  star  exists  in  the  position  indicatetl  by  the  former  reading.  This  error  has 
given  rise  to  the  insertion  of  12  Leonis  JtfiTiom.  whose  place  was  deduced  from  the  observa- 
tion above  alluded  to,  and  whose  position  in  the  Britith  CcUatogue  is  ^ = 139^  45'  20",  and 
1)  = + 36®  40'  55" : but  which  does  not  exist. 

1356.  — LeomV  Minonx.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  at  8“  56™  40*.  It  is 
Piazzi  IX.  133.  Sec  M.  Argelander's  correcUon  of  my  former  note  on  this  lur  in  my  list  of 
Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars. 

1357.  10  Leoni's.  This  is  the  same  star  as  1 Sextantis^  whose  position  in  the  British  Catalogue 
is  jR  = 140®  10'  40",  and  D = + 8®  12'  10". 

1359.  — Leonis  Afinorir.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702.  at  8“  57"  13*.  It  is 
Piazzi  IX.  137. 
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136).  28  Ursa;  M(\joris.  The  position  of  this  tUir  accords  better  with  the  star  designated  hy  the 
letter  h in  Bayer’s  map,  than  23  Ursce  Majoris  ; but  the  magnitude  of  the  star  is  against  such 
a sup|>oei(ioD  : for  in  Piazzi  it  it  marked  only  as  the  7th. 

1363-  — Leonis.  Observed  by  Mamstecd  on  March  2,  1713,  at  lO**  2“*  5'.  It  it  Piazzi  IX.  MI, 
= -113  Mayer. 

1364.  34  Hydrtp.  Besides  the  two  observations  of  tlus  star  indicated  by  Miss  Ilerachcl,  there  is 
* another  on  March  19,  1691,  at  S'*  54**  7*,  which  Flamsteed  has  considered  as  another  star, 
36  HydraSy  whose  position  in  the  British  CataJogur  is  iR  2=  141*  O'  30"  and  I>  = — S'  15"  : 
but  which  does  not  exist.  Flamsteed  has  deduced  its  right  aaceusion  (MSS,vol,  23,  page  227) 
as  if  it  had  been  observed  on  the  meridian;  but  it  was  port  tronn'tum.  It  is  not  inserted  in 
Halley's  edition  of  1712. 

1366.  — Ursa  jlfq^n'r.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  at  12^  25*  25*;  and  w'as 
regularly  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  379-  It  is  iuserted  in  Halley’s  edition 
of  1712;  and  I know  not  why  it  was  afterwards  rejected.  It  is  the  star  given  in  the  Mint  dr 
tAcoft  for  1790,  page  383,  at  9^  31"  27’.9,  mag,  6J. 

1368.  \B  Leonis  Minoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  at  9^  0™  0*.  The  right 
ascension  in  the  British  Catologne  is  141*  2'  0":  but  on  comparing  the  time  of  transit  jrith 
that  of  the  following  star  (18  Leoittr  Minoru)  on  that  day,  it  will  be  seen  that  Flamsteed  has 
made  a mistake  of  1 0*  in  time,  or  2'  30"  in  arc ; which  I have  here  corrected ; and  it  will  now 
agree  more  nearly  with  modem  observations. 

1371.  — Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  25,  1690,  at  8^  27“  35*.  It  is  Piazzi  IX.  155. 

1373.  37  Hydra.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  19,  1691.  The  time  of  transit  set  down 
against  it  Is  8*  54"  40*:  but  this  evidently  belongs  to  the  following  star;  and  consequently 
its  correct  right  ascension  cannot  be  ascertained  from  that  observation.  See  the  following 
note. 

)3q4,  — Hydra.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  19,  1691.  The  time  of  transit  is  not  set 
down  against  it : but  it  is  evident  that  the  time  act  down  against  the  pre<%ding  star  37  Hydra 
(viz.  8^  54"  40*)  belongs  to  this  star:  and  consequently  that  the  right  ascension  in  the  British 
CiStalogue  which  is  set  down  against  37  Hydras  should  be  placed  against  this  star ; which  I 
have  accordingly  done.  It  is  Piazzi  IX.  152,  and  was  observed  also  by  Bradley,  Both  these 
start  (viz.  No.  1373  and  1374)  are  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  227. 

1376.  38  Hydra  k.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13,  1702,  at  9^  11"  44';  and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  231 ; a Hydra  being  aasumed  as  the  determining 
star.  But,  from  the  value  which  he  has  there  deduced,  the  right  ascension  ought  to  be 
increased  nearly  2';  for  he  has  afterwards  altered  the  right  ascension  of  his  determining  star, 
without  altering  those  stars  which  depended  thereon.  It  is  not  inserted  in  bis  list  of  stars  in 
the  constellation  Hydra^  in  page  274  of  the  same  volume. 

1378.  14  Leonis  jifinarw.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  18,  1703,  at  9^  1"  15*.  Neither 
this  star,  nor  15,  nor  16  Leonis  ^{'nortr  agrees  well  in  right  ascension.  There  is  a funda- 
mental error  of  1'30"  in  the  right  ascension  of  these  three  stars,  and  also  in  17  Leonis  Afinoris. 
For  it  appears  by  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  28,  that  the  determining  star  was  19  Leonis  Minoris, 
whose  right  ascension  was  assumed  144^  40'  0".  In  the  British  Catalogue  be  has  altered  this 
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right  ascension  tQ  1 44°  3S^  30"  ; but  without  correcting  the  places  of  the  other  stars  from 
which  they  were  cieduced. 

1381.  15  Leonis  Minorif,  See  the  preceding  note. 

1383.  ^ Sti.xiantU.  There  are  three  distinct  uhservatious  of  this  star  by  Flamsteetl : vis.  on 
Feb.  21,  1702,  after  10^  30"  13*;  again  on  March  20,  at  8^  53“  52*;  and  again  on  the  folkm- 
ingday,  at  8*  50"  8*.  1 cannot  find  any  obaerratiiin  of  it  in  Bradley,  Piazzi,  Lalande,  or 
Beascl : but  M.  Argtlander  says  that  it  is  No.  10  Sexiantit  in  Bode’s  great  caulogne,  Otb 
magnitude,  observed  by  Koch;  and  that  six  observations  of  it  at  Abo  give  its  position  for 
1830,  41  = 9*  37"  U‘,6  and  D =?  + V 2^  23",3. 

1386.  16  LeorUs  Minorii.  See  the  note  to  No.  1378  above. 

1388.  3 -ScxlonfiV.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  28,  1702,  at  10^  9"  4.5*.  The  determining 
star,  assumed  fur  the  right  a.<voension  in  M8S,  vol.  23,  page  224,  was  1 Sexfanft'r  (=10  Letr^ 
nti):  so  that  if  an  error  was  made  in  the  time  of  transit  of  that  star,  it  would  affect  the  right 
ascension  not  only  of  this  star,  bat  also  that  of  5 Sertaniiii. 

1389.  17  Leonis  Minorix.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  18,  1703,  at  ^7"*  46*.  The  decli- 
nation in  the  British  Catalogue  is  +39°  10^  0";  but  on  examining  the  steps  of  the  process, 
from  which  it  is  deduced  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  28,  it  appears  that  Flamsteed  has  not  cor- 
rected for  the  error  of  the  instrument,  but  has  assumed  12°  2P  40",  as  the  true  zenith  distance 
instead  of  12°  1 1'  30".  We  must  therefore  iucreasc  the  declination  by  10",  which  I have 
accordingly  done.  See  the  note  to  No.  1378  above.  In  the  British  Cuto/o^uc,  this  star  ia 
marked  as  of  the  6tb  magnitude:  but  in  the  observations,  it  is  designated  aa  the  7th ; which  1 
have  therefore  retained. 

1391.  22Lexmisg.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  March  25,  1690,  at 
8^  37"  21%  he  remarks  that  it  has  a smalt  star  preceding  it  to  the  north.  This  is  probably  the 
star  alluded  to  by  Piazzi  in  the  note  to  his  IX.  190. 

1394.  5 Sexlantit.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  28,  1702,  at  10*12'"  11*.  The  rif^t  ascen- 
sion ought  to  be  increased  about  4^  in  onler  to  correspond  with  modem  observationa : but  sec 
the  note  to  No.  1388  supra. 

1396.  — Leonis  Mimris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  18,  1703,  after  tf"  7*  46V  It  » 
the  star  observed  by  l^Alande  in  Hist.  CkL  page  323,  at  9**  40"  5B*,2,  mag.  G^. 

1402.  Sexfonfii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  ou  Feb.  21,  1702,  after  KV  41*  6‘;  again  on  March  9, 
at  9*  39"  44*;  again  on  March  20,  at  9*  1"  28*;  and  again  on  the  following  day  at  8*  57" 
44*.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  ChL  page  226,  at  9*43"  30*, 5,  mag.  6. 

1404.  — />onijr  Afinon/.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  18,  1703,  after  9^  12*  57*.  Itiapro- 
bably  the  star  observed  by  I.ialandc  in  Hist.  CH.  page  352,  at  9^  45*  10*, 5,  mag.  7. 

1405.  __  Vrs<s  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  onMarch  17,  1694,  at  9*  14"  12*;  andagairion 
Jan.  23,  1696,  after  12*  32“  25*,5.  Both  these  observations  have  been  reduced  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  pages  369  and  379 : ami  the  result  is  given  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712.  Why  it  was 
afterwards  rejected  I am  unable  to  aacertain.  It  ia  not  l^azzi  IX.  21 1,  as  suggested  by  me  in 
my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  staza;  but  (as  M.  Argdandcr  justly  remarks)  it  is  No.  116 
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Urtee  ^f^^or^s  in  Btxie’s  ^reat  catalogue:  aaU  occur*  in  3fhn.  de  I* Acad,  for  1*290,  page  380, 
at  9"  45“  23*, 7,  mag.  5^. 

1408.  10  ^^rfan/ir.  Mi**  Henchel  says  that  this  atar  it  the  same  aa  25  Leonu:  but  this  caunot 
l)c,  aa  their  poaitiooa  do  aot  agree.  All  the  references  which  the  has  giren  to  the  ob*erratioQ 
of  25  Leonis  (eitcepi  that  to  page  436  of  the  Historia  CcekstiSf  of  which  I shall  make  mention 
in  the  sequel,  tee  the  rrote  to  No.  1416)  clearly  indicate  and  agree  with  10  S>xhmh'i.  It  is 
inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  in  the  couttellatkin  Leo.  See  the  note  to  No.  1310  above. 

4410.  27  L^wiir  v.  This  star  is  marked  aa  of  the  4|  magnitude  in  the  British  Cohi&i^ue : but,  In 
the  on'ffina/  entries,  it  is  only  once  so  designated,  and  tw  ice  as  the  6th ! I have  therefore  taken 
the  mean. 

1411.  11  Sestantis.  Miss  Herechel  says  that  this  star  it  the  same  as  28  Leonitt  bat  thii  cannot 
be,  as  their  right  ascensitms  difier  nearly  30*.  AU  the  references  which  she  has  given  to 
26  Leonif  (except  that  to  page  436  of  the  Uisloria  CtelestiSf  of  which  I shall  make  mention 
in  the  sequel,  sec  the  note  to  No.  1422)  clearly  indicate  and  agree  with  11  Sestantis.  It  it 
inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  in  the  constellation  Leo.  The  position  of  28  Leonir  in  the 
British  CaltUo^e  is  .Al  :s  145°  53'  45",  and  D = + 9°  46'  0" : but  this  star  does  not  exist. 
Its  introduction  arose  from  an  error  in  computing  the  observation  of  11  Sexlantis  on  March  10, 
1691.  In  the  observation  book  it  is  stated  to  have  passed  the  meridian  nearly  at  the  same 
time  with  r Le^mis^  and  the  minutes  and  seconds  which  were  inserted  in  the  original  entry 
(MSS,  vol.  5)  are  erased  wrilh  the  pen ; but  in  such  a careless  manner,  that  they  might  easily 
be  mistaken  for  44“  0* : which  in  fact  is  the  value  which  Flamsteed  has  transcribed  into  his 
computing  book  (MSS,  vol.  23,  page  81)  and  calculated  the  results  accordingly.  This  has 
given  rise  to  the  introduction  of  the  star  2S  Looms  above  mentioned,  which  consequently  docs 
not  exist. 

1412.  — Leonis  3finoris.  Observed  by  Flamatecd  on  Feb.  21,  1694,  at  I O’*  46“  11*.  It  is 
Piazzi  IX.  221. 

1414.  — UrsiT  Majorii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1694,  at  V*"  19*  9".  In  my  list 
of  Flamsteed’s  inediied  stars,  I have  supposed  this  to  be  Piazzi  IX.  229:  it  will  not,  how> 
ever,  strictly  agree  with  that  star  in  right  ascension  unless  we  suppose  that  it  has  a consider- 
able proper  motion  (equal  at  least  to  4"  per  annum) ; or  that  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of 
30*  in  noting  down  the  time  of  transit;  and  that  9**  19^  9*  should  be  9**  19*  39*. 

1415.  12  Sexfon/tx.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  cm  Feb.  21,  1702,  at  lO’*  46”  49^.  The  decimation 
in  the  British  Calatogue  is  + 5°  50'  40";  but  on  examining  the  steps  of  the  process  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  234,  it  will  be  seen  that  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  1°.  1 have  therefore 
deducted  this  value,  and  the  position  of  the  star  will  now  agree  with  modem  obeerrations.  It 
is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712;  and  is  Piazzi  IX.  223. 

1417.  — Leonis  jWiiwru.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  at  9^  19*  56';  and  by 
Lalande  in  Hist.  CeL  page  150,  at  9^  50“  14*,  mag.  7i- 

1418.  — Sexlontix.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  11,  1703,  at  9°  38*  5T;  butasnooiher 
stars  were  obeerved  on  that  day  (except  No.  1423  o(  tbia  catalogue)  il  is  difficult  to  deduce  the 
correct  right  ascension.  It  is  probably  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist  CH.  page  334, 
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at  9^  50“  13*^.  1 conceive  that  Flamsteed  wat  deaimua  of  oWrvini?  some  stain  to  compare 
wiili  Venus  on  that  day ; and  that  those  two  were  the  only  ones  tlial  presented  themselves. 
!-ll9.  — Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  27, 1690,  after  38"  37* ; azain  on  March  25, 
1696,  after  S’*  53"  23*;  again  on  A|»ril  6.  1709,  at  8'*8"3‘i  and  again  on  April  8,  at 
7**  59“  23*.  It  ia  Piazxi  IX.  230  = (15  Hev.)  Leonit, 


1420.  — Lronit  Minoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  at  9^  21"  4y  : and  by 
Lalande,  in  Hist.  CH.  page  210,  at  9^  52"  10*,3,  mag.  7J. 

1421.  — Lconis  Miiujrih.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  at  9^22"  5*:  and  by 
Lalande,  in  Hist.  CH.  page  210,  at  9^  52"  28*,  mag.  7^. 


1422.  — Sextantis.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  March  11,  1702,  at  9*“  41*  13*:  but,  for  the 
reABons  stated  in  the  note  to  No.  1416  above,  it  is  difficult  to  deduce  the  correct  right  ascen- 
sion. It  is  probably  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  324,  at  9^  52"  2*,7, 
mag.  8.  Mias  Herschel  has  supposed  that  this  star  and  No.  1418  of  the  present  catalogue, 
are  No.  10  and  1 1 Scxton/ix : but  neither  the  difference  in  right  ascension  nor  in  declination 
will  agree  with  this  supposition  ; as  may  be  aocn  by  the  following  comparison. 


DiffVrsece  in 


Noa.  10  and  1 1 Sextanri'r 
Noa.  1418  and  1422  hvjus 


M. 

Flamsteed  1 42,7 
Bradley  1 42,5 

Flamsteed  2 16,0 
Lalande  2 17,5 


O t H 

0 36  30 
0 36  34 
0 42  50 
0 43  I 


I have  therefore  considered  them  as  distinct  and  separate  stars. 


1423.  — Ltonis  ilfinorir.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  at  9*  23"  25’:  and  by 
Lalande,  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  60,  at  9“  52"  57', 5,  mag.  7J, 


1425.  — Sextantis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  21,  1702,  at  10^51*45';  and  again  uii 
March  9,  1702,  at  9*"  50"  51'.  It  ia  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  327,  at 
9^  54"  23*,2,  mag.  GJ. 

1426.  — * Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  6,  1696,  at  10^  9"  28*;  and  again  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  at  10**  5“  21* : but  the  two  observations  will  not  agree  in  right  ascension,  unless  wc 
suppose  an  error  of  I"  in  noting  down  the  time  of  the  first  ohsen’ation;  and  Uiat  we  read 
10^  8"  28‘,  instead  of  10**  9"  28*.  No  such  error,  however,  is  discoverable  in  the  original 
MSS : but  aa  Flamsteed  waa  observing  the  same  stars  on  those  two  days,  for  the  purpose  of 
comparing  tliem  with  Mars^  I consider  the  conjecture  very  plausible  : and  with  this  correction 
the  star  is  Piazzi  IX.  240  = 431  Mayer. 

1429.  — leonis  Afinorfr.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  after  9'’  26"  4‘:  and  sup- 
posed by  Miss  Herschel  to  be  22  leonis  Minoris.  It  is  however  Piazzi  IX.  246. 

1437.  17  Sextasstis.  The  right  aaccusion  of  this  star,  in  the  early  MS  catalogue,  is  148®  4P  15"  : 
and  this  is  the  value  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712.  Why  it  was  afterwards  altered  I 
cannot  imagine,  as  all  the  observations  agree  very  well  together,  and  show  that  the  former 
reading  is  the  most  correct. 
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1439.  — Itj/dra.  Observcti  by  Flutislced  om  M«rch  19,  1691,  nftcr  9“  34"  S4*;  where  it  iscalled 
Comes  k Hydra.  The  time  uf  iranait  is  n<it  given  : but  both  (he  right  uAcension  and  declina- 
tion arc  given  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1713;  from  which  I have  copied  them.  It  is  the  star  oh- 
sen'ed  by  I^alande  in  Hist.  Cel,  page  328,  at  IC^  0"  2r,5,  mag,  6. 

1441.  41  Hydra  X.  In  the  ohservaliun  of  this  star  on  April  3,  1690,  at  S'*  20"  15*,  it  is  stated 
that  it  has,  besides  the  companion,  No.  1439  of  this  catalogue,  another  companion  to  the  north. 
This  last-mentioued  star  is  probably  the  one  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cil.  page  326,  at 
9^  59-  21*, 5,  mag.  Gj. 

1443.  — ^^xiantis.  Obserml  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  28,  1702,  after  10^  32"  24* ; and  again  on 
March  9.  1702.  after  ^ 56"  55*.  It  is  Piazzi  X.  6. 

1445  — Leonis  Minoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  the  second  after  9^  26"  4‘. 
It  is  probably  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  56,  at  9**  58"  23*,3,  mag.  6; 
but  the  declination  dues  not  very  well  agree. 

1446.  — Ursa  Maj^yris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  after  13^  3"  17*.  M.  Argc- 
laiider  sitpposcs  it  to  be  Piazzi  X.  26;  which,  by  the  great  difterence  of  precession  in  iR 
would  be  in  the  Held  of  the  tele8>ci)|>e  at  the  time  of  transit  of  No.  1457  below. 

1446.  20  Sextanlis.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but 
in  the  original  entries  it  is  once  designated  as  the  7ih,  once  as  6J,  and  once  as  6th.  1 have 
therefore  altered  the  reading. 

1440.  33  Ursa  Majoris  k.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  has  been  deduced  per  dislaniias ; as 
may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  20  C,  page  6. 

1454.  36  Leonis  The  magnitude  of  this  star  is  designated,  in  the  original  entries,  once  as  the 
4th,  and  once  as  3]^.  Piszzi  makes  it  of  the  4^  magnitude. 

1455.  37  Leonis.  In  the  observation  of  this  star,  on  March  10,  1601,  at  10'*0"  19*,  there  isan  errur 
of  in  tlte  zenith  distance;  as  may  be  readily  aacertained  by  a comparison  of  the  values  per 
lineas  diagonales  and  those  per  strias  cochlea : the  Utter  of  which  is  the  correct  reading. 
This  error  U corrected  in  the  margin  of  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  : but  Flamsteed 
has  copied  out  the  erroneous  reading  into  his  computation  book;  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  81.  Hence  has  arisen  the  inUuductioti  of  38  Leonis  into  (he  British  Catalogue^ 
whose  position  there  given  is  iR  = 150'^  O'  0"  and  D s -f  21^  14'  50";  but  which  conse* 
quently  does  not  exist. 

1457.  — Ursa  Majerris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  at  IS'' 3*  17*;  and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  is  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  379.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712;  where 
the  position  slightly  differs  from  the  present  one.  It  is  Piazzi  X.  42  s f30  Hev.)  Ursa 
Majoris. 

1462.  — Ursa  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  at  9^  39"  37* : it  is  Piazzi  X. 
44.  In  the  printed  copy  of  the  Historia  CalestiSf  it  is  stated  that  this  star  has  a companion  pre- 
ceding it:  but  in  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  7)  this  remark  belongs  to  the  next  follow- 
ing star,  No.  1471  of  tills  catalogue.  Upon  the  supposition  that  the  printed  copy  U the  correct 
reading,  M.  Argclander  considers  the  accompanying  star  Co  be  that  which  was  observed  by 
Lalande  in  Hist.  CeL  page  8,  at  UP  6"  59*;  mag.  8. 
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1463.  34  Uts<£  MaiJoris  y..  The  right  ascciuuon  of  tbi»  sUr  wu  deduced  per  dittantiax  : a»  roaj  be 
Men  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  8. 

1464-  — Leonit.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  28,  1696,  after  10^  47*  33*.  M.  Argelandcr 
thinks  that  it  is  probably  the  double  star  H.  II.  43  =:  Struve  1426  = the  star  in  Beasel’s 
Zone  69,  at  10^  10“  14', 51 ; if  sn,  it  passed  the  meridian  on  that  day  before  the  preceding  star 
42  Leonii, 

1465.  23  Sex/ontir.  This  star  is  marked  aa  of  the  Sth  magnitude,  in  the  BriUxh  Caialogue  : hut 
in  the  original  entries  it  is  designated  as  the  6tb ; which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

1467.  42  l..eonu.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  March  25,  1690,  at  O'*  8*  15*,  it 
is  stated  that  it  has  a companion  following  it,  to  the  north  ; which  is  probably  the  star  observed 
by  Ijdande  in  Hi»t,  CeL  page  222,  at  10^  12“  16‘,4,  mag.  7. 

1469.  — Leemis.  Observed  by  Mamsiced  on  Nov.  7,  1712,  at  18‘  23*  11*.  It  is  Piazai  X- 
S1  = 445  Mayer. 

1470.  — Leonii  Mtnoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  16,  I70*l,  at  IP  24“  59*.  It  is 
Piazzi  X.  53- 

1471.  28  Leonii  Minori-t.  In  the  original  MS  entry  of  the  observation  of  this  star  on  March  17, 
1702,  at  9*  42"  9*  (MSS,  vol.  7),  Flamsteed  remarks  that  it  has  a companion  preceding  it. 
See  the  note  to  No.  1462  above. 

1476.  — Sextantis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  9,  1702,  at  10^  10*  2*;  and  by  Lalande, 
in  Hist.  CH.  page  277,  at  10^  12"  48*,  mag.  GJ. 

1482.  26  Sexiantis.  Flamsteed  has  reduced  only  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star,  viz.  that  on 
Feb.  21,  1702,  at  1 13"  53':  and  in  so  doing  he  has  as  usual  taken  (be  reading  of  the  zenith 
distance  per  lineas  diagonales  as  the  correct  one,  which  differs  S'  from  that  pirr  strias  cochie<t. 
But  that  the  latter  is  the  correct  reading  may  be  seen  from  the  observation  made  on  March  9i 
1702,  at  Ky*  12“  58* . The  declination  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  4*  0^  38'  45" : but  I have 
deducted  5'  from  this  value,  and  it  will  then  agree  with  modem  observations. 

1486.  28  S^j/anfrr.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  28,  1702,  at  10**  48“  36*;  and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  224.  I cannot  6nd  any  star  that  will  correspond  with 
it : and  I suspect  that  an  error  of  2"  has  been  committed  in  making  the  original  entry ; and 
that  10^  48"  36*  should  be  lO*"  50"  36' : in  which  case  it  would  agree  with  29  Sextantu.  On 
examining  the  original  MS  entry,  I find  that  the  ftgtirc  4 hsd  been  originally  a 5,  but  the  other 
figures  remain  as  when  first  entered.  It  is  not  Piazzi  X.  66. 

1488.  — Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  5,  1701,  at  S'*  36“  40*.  It  b Piazzi  X.  83  s 
449  Mayer. 

1489.  — Leonti.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1690,  after  8^  35"  45'.  It  is  Piazzi  X. 
85  = 450  Mayer. 

1490.  — Sexiantis,  ObKived  by  Flamsteed  on  March  9,  1702,  at  10^  15"  II*.  It  is  Bradley, 
No.  1456. 
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1491.  Q^SextanUs.  Observed  by  FUm»teed  on  Kcb.  21, 1102,  at  11*  16"  49*;  and  again  on  March  9, 
1702,  at  10*  15"  54*.  The  former  only  waa  rcdoced  by  him  in  MSS,  vo).  23,  page  224 : but 
on  examining  the  steps  of  the  process,  be  has  committed  an  error  of  1"^  in  the  zenith  distance, 
whereby  be  baa  made  the  declination  in  the  BrilUh  CiUaiogue  s — 0°  in'  3<y^  instead  of 
— P Ity  3ty*,  as  stated  in  the  present  catalogue,  which  is  the  correct  value.  It  is  Piaxzi  X. 
S6 ; which  be  and  Bessel  have  erroneously  styled  28  Sextantis. 

1492.  — SextatUis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  8,  1702,  at  10*  19"  55' : and  by  Lalande  in 
nut  Cel.  iMigc  275,  at  10*  18“  50*,4,  mag.  7. 

1493.  33  Leonis  MinorU.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4^  magnitude,  in  the  British  Cutaloijue : 
but,  in  the  ori»]inal  entries,  It  is  Brst  designated  as  the  Cth,  then  as  S|,  and  lastly  aa  4th.  1 
have  taken  the  mean.  Perhaps  it  is  a variable  star. 

1497.  — LcwiU  Minuris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  5,  1690,  at  6*  6"  44‘;  and  regularly 
reduced  by  liim  in  MSS,  vuL  23,  page  289.  It  ia  also  inaerted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  in 
the  constellation  of  Ursa  Major  ; from  which  the  present  position  is  taken  : and  I know  not 
why  it  was  afterwards  rejected.  It  is  the  star  observed  hj  LaUnde  in  HUt.  CeL  page  8,  at 
10*  20"  6’,2,  mag.  5. 

1498.  46  Leonis  i.  Although  this  star  is  called  t in  llie  British  Cataioguey  and  here  retained,  yet  it 
» not  in  tlie  poaition  of  the  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map:  which,  iu  fact, 
accords  more  tiearly  ^ith  34  Leonis.  But  it  is  evident,  on  comparing  Ptolemy’s  catalc^ue  with 
that  of  Tycho,  that  there  it  some  confusion  in  the  latter,  which  it  is  difScult  to  rectify  at  the 
present  day.  I have  not  therefore  made  any  alteration. 

1499.  34  Leonis  Minoris.  Tliis  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4|  magnitude,  in  the  British  Ctstalogue  : 
but  in  the  original  cntrica,  it  is  first  designated  aa  the  7lh,  then  as  the  6lh,  two  days  afierw*ards 
as  4^,  and  lastly  aa  the  6th  again : I have  therefore  taken  the  mean. 

1502.  43  HyHrit  This  star  is  called  by  Flamsteed:  but  there  is  only  one  star  designated 
by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map;  but  as  it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belonga  to  I Cra- 
fertf,  2 CralerUy  or  to  this  star,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  it  to  each;  which  I have  here 
retained. 

1506.  — Ursa  Majeris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23,  1696,  the  second  afier  13*  22"  18*. 
It  is  the  star  No.  168  LVr«  AlaJortSy  in  Bode’s  great  catalogue;  and  waa  obaervod  by  l.Alamlc 
in  Mf'-m.  tie  CAcad.  for  1790,  page  386,  at  10^  25“  2C',  mag.  5j^. 

1509.  — Hydra.  Obeerved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  6,  1691,  at  8*  42“  60*,  and  regularly  reduced 
fay  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  227  : but  is  omitted  in  the  collected  list  of  the  stars  in  the  con- 
stellation HydrOy  in  page  274  of  the  tame  volume.  It  was  obeerved  by  Bndley;  and  h> 
No.  1472  in  bia  catah^ue. 

1510.  — Ursa  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Jan.  23, 1696,  after  13*  22“  18*.  It  is  Piazxi  X. 
126  = (35  Ucv.)  Ursa  Majoris. 

1511.  38  Ursa  Majoris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  ia  IbS^*  47’ 
40" : but  it  is  evident,  on  comparing  the  two  observations  of  lliis  star,  with  the  time  of  transit 
of  other  Stan  on  the  same  dayt,  that  an  error  of  3"  Itaa  been  committed.  The  right  ascension 
here  adopted,  ia  taken  from  Halky's  edition  of  1712 : which  agrees  with  the  computations 
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made  bj  Flamateed  himsdr  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  369  and  379;  and  vcA.  26  B.  pajre  15. 
Why  it  was  afterwards  altered  I have  not  been  able  to  usccruin. 

1512.  37  LeoniK  hfitwris.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  3rd  m^nitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : 
but  in  the  original  entries  it  is  designated  three  times  as  the  6th,  once  as  the  4th,  and  once  as 
4^,  but  nowhere  greater.  I have  uken  the  mean  of  the  whole. 

1513.  1 CrtUeris  This  star  is  called  ^'by  Flamsteed:  but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by 
that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map.  Yet  as  it  may  be  doubled  w hether  such  letter  was  intended  for 
43  Hydrfp^  2 CrolertV,  or  fur  this  star,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  that  letter  to  each  ; which  I 
have  here  retained. 

1514.  38  Leonis  Minoris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  155‘’22’  3iy’. 
It  was  observed  on  March  17,1702,  at  9**  57”  12*;  and  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23. 
page  82:  but  in  the  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  an  error  of  10*;  whereby  the  right 
ascension  in  that  catalogue  is  30”  too  great ; and  which  I have  here  deducted. 

1516.  39  Leonis  Minoris.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  March  11,  1703,  at  10^  26”  37*, 
Flamsteed  remarks  that  it  has  a companion  following  it ; which  is  probably  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cil.  page  63,  at  lO**  29^  30*, msg.  8.  In  the  manner  in  which  the 
note  is  printed  in  the  Historia  CoelesHs^  vol.  2,  page  457,  it  would  appear  that  it  belonged  to 
the  preceding  star,  36  Leonis  Minoris  : but,  on  referring  to  the  MSS  copy  (MSS,  vol.  16),  1 
find  that  it  refers  to  the  present  star. 

1517.  2 Crateris  p*.  This  star  perhaps  is  strictly  ^ Hydra  in  Bayer's  map : but  see  the  notes  to 
Nos.  1502  and  1513. 

1519.  — Leonis  Minoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1702,  at  10"  0™  35*.  It  is 
Piazzi  X.  131. 

1520.  — Ursa  Maj<nis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  19,  1694,  at  8"  IJ";  and  again  on 
the  following  day,  at  7"  57“  34*.  It  is  Piazzi  X.  135  = (36  Hev.)  Ursa  Majoris. 

1522  40  Lconri  Minoris.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cataiogue  'u  + 27®  53'  15". 
It  is  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  the  observation  made  March  15,  1702,  at  10"4”33*,  aa 
appears  by  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  82 ; where  the  declination  is  stated  to  be  3'  less  than  in  the 
British  Catalogue : and  such  also  is  the  value  given  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  where  this 
star  is  inserted  in  the  constellation  Leo.  Why  it  was  afterwards  altered  I have  not  been  able 
to  aacertain  : but  as  it  is  evident  that  an  error  of  3'  has  been  committed,  I have  here  corrected 
it.  Ihobably  it  was  an  error  of  the  press. 

1532.  b2  Leonis  k.  This  star  is  designated  \n  the  British  Catalogue  by  the  capital  letter  K; 
which  is  erroneous,  as  Bayer  never  uses  the  a^tal  letter,  except  to  the  6rat  letter  of  the 
Roman  alphabet. 

1537.  3 Crateris.  The  letter  6 annexed  by  Flamsteed  to  this  star,  and  to  Nos.  1547  and  1553  of 
the  present  catalogue,  is  so  far  erroneous,  that  it  ought  strictly  to  be  6 Hydra.  Bayer's  stars 
in  Crater  do  not  exceed  1 1 . 

1540.  39  -Stfxfantir.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cataiogue  is  s=  158^  18'  10^',  and 
II  = — 7°  23'  20".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  8,  1702,  at  10"  39“  30* : but  in 


Digitized  by  Google 


Notes  to  the  British  Catalogue. 


57T 


rrducing  it»  he  hiiA  made  two  roistakca;  as  maj  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pas^e  226.  In  the 
first  place,  he  has  copied  out  the  time  of  transit  1(/  too  small ; and  secondly,  he  has  made  an 
error  of  S'  in  the  zenith  distance.  Both  these  errors  arc  here  corrected,  and  its  position  will 
now  correspond  with  modem  observations. 

1542.  4 Craleru.  This  star  ia  called  » in  the  British  Caialogue : Imt  it  is  > lfydr(B\n  Bayer’s 
map;  his  stars  in  Crater  do  not  exceed  11. 

lr»47.  5 Cr<iien.t.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  19,  1691,  at  10*  5“  16*.  The  declination  in 
the  British  Cataiogue  is  — 16°  51'  45":  but  (he  reading  per  iirteas  diagemaUs  differs  O'  15" 
from  that  per  strias  axhhet.  Flamsteed  assumed  the  former  as  the  correct  reading,  and 
deduced  the  declination  acconlingly : but  from  some  additional  figures  inserted  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  227,  it  is  evident  that  he  considered  that  an  error  of  about  K/  had  been  com- 
nutted : whence  it  would  appear  that  the  reading  per  strias  cochletB  is  the  correct  reading.  I 
have  therefore  deducted  O'  15"  from  the  value  above  stated;  and  it  will  then  agree  with 
modem  observations.  See  the  note  to  No.  1537. 

1.549.  — Sexlantis.  Obsened  by  Flamsteed  on  March  3,  169G,  after  10*  50"*  22*.  It  is  probably 
the  star  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  275,  at  10*  41**  21*,  mag.  6. 

1551.  49Leonis  Minaris.  The  declination  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 27°  4'  5".  It  was  observed 
by  Flamsteed  on  March  17, 1702,  at  1(^  13"  31*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  him,  in  MSS, vol.  23, 
page  82 : and  the  declination  is  there  correctly  staled  to  be  + 27°  7'  55",  as  I have  given  it. 
It  is  again  reduced  by  him,  but  inconrectly,  in  MSS,  vol.  26  page  28:  w'hich  has  led  to  the 
error  in  his  catalogue. 

1553.  6 Craieris.  Sec  the  note  to  No.  1537. 

1563.  50  UrstB  Majoris  a.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  was  deduced  per  i/iftantuu ace  MSS, 
vol.  26  C,  9,  and  vol.  62  D,  imges  20  and  22. 

1568.  61  Leonis  p'.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  to  the  Brituh  Catalogue:  but  I believe 
it  to  be  the  first  of  that  group  of  5 stars,  designated  by  the  letter  p in  Bayer's  map ; and  I 
have  therefore  inserted  it.  I am  aware  that  (liere  may  be  smne  doubt  with  respect  to  this  star, 
as  the  position  does  nut  exactly  coincide  with  that  of  Bayer  : but  I think  that  the  error  is  in 
Bayer’s  map : and  there  i»  no  other  star  that  will  correspond  with  it.  The  other  four  stars 
agree  very  well  vrith  Bayer.  See  the  note  to  No.  1572. 

1569.  51  Ursa  Afajoris,  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  7th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue: 
but  in  the  original  entries  it  is  so  designated  once,  and  as  5)  once ; I have  therefore  taken  the 
mean. 

1570.  8 Craieris.  1 cannot  account  for  the  great  difference  in  the  declination  of  this  star.  By  the 
observation  it  was  4°  O' 30"  south  of  11  Craieris:  allowance  being  made  for  the  diflerence 
of  refraction  according  to  Flamstecd’a  tables.  This  would  reduce  the  difference.  In  the 
British  Catalogue  it  has  the  Greek  letter  i annexed  to  it:  but  the  star  so  designated  by  Bayer 
is  24  Craieris ; and  the  present  star  is  not  noticed  by  him.  I have  therefore  rejected  the  letter 
here,  as  it  would  only  confuse ; more  especially  as  35  Hgdra  is  also  designated  by  this  letter. 

1571.  ' Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  15,  1690,  after  7*  46"  51*.  It  ia  the  star 
observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  CH.  page  226,  at  10*  53”  35*, 4,  mag.  7^. 
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15*72.  62  L^nis  p\  This  star  is  called  g in  the  British  Catalogue : but  that  letter  Hm  been 
already  alHxed  to  22  Leonis^  to  which  it  properly  belongs.  Bayer  (whom  Flamateed  profetaed 
to  follow),  calU  it  Pi  at  leaat  it  U one  of  the  group  of  hve  stars  to  which  he  applied  that 
letter ; and  1 have  therefore  restored  it.  The  other  four  stars  which  form  the  group  are  61,  65. 

66,  and  69  Leonis. 

1576.  9 Crateris.  In  the  original  MS  entry  of  the  observation  of  this  star,  on  April  6,  1691«  at 
9^  12"  57*,  it  is  staled  that  it  has  a smaller  star  following  it  to  the  north.  This  companion  is 
Piazri  X.  240.  The  present  star  u ^ Hgdra  in  Bayer’s  map : his  stars  in  Cralsrr  do  not 
exceed  1 1 . 

1578.  65  Leonis  This  star  haa  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  it  is  the 
third  of  the  group  of  5 stars  designated  by  the  letter  p in  Bayer's  map ; and  I have  therefore 
retained  it.  See  the  note  to  No.  1572. 

1579.  66  Leonis  p*.  This  star  was  not  oboerved  by  the  mural  arc.  In  the  MS  catalogues  of  the 
Zodiacal  stars,  and  in  the  collection  of  stars  in  the  constellation  X.eo,  inMSS,voU  2.% page  102, 
the  |K)eitiou  of  this  star  is  said  to  have  been  obtained  per  disiantias.  \ have  not  yet  been  able, 
however,  to  discover  the  observation  from  which  it  has  been  deduced.  The  right  ascension 
roust  be  increased  nearly  25'  in  order  to  correspond  with  the  star  which  is  supposed  by  Bradley 
and  Piazzi  to  be  the  one  intended  by  Flamsteed.  In  the  British  Catedogue  there  is  no  letter 
annexed  to  this  star : but  it  is  the  fourth  in  the  group  of  five  stars  designated  by  the  letter  p 
in  Bayer’s  map;  { have  therefore  inserted  it.  Sec  the  note  to  No.  1572. 

1580.  67  Leonis.  This  is  the  same  star  as  53  Leonis  Minoris. 

1582.  10  Crateris.  The  declinadoa  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  — 26®  27'  35"  : this 
however  is  nearly  S'  greater  than  it  ought  to  be.  On  examining  the  original  MS  entry,  I 6nd 
that  the  reading  per  sirias  cochlctB  was  at  first  entered  1765.68 ; but  that  it  has  been  altered 
to  1766.58.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  former  is  the  correct  reading;  and  I have  therefore 
deducted  2'  40"  from  Flamsteed’s  value  ; and  it  will  now  more  nearly  agree  with  modern  obser- 
vations. 

1584.  — Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  15,  1690,  at  fi**  41'"  I5‘.  It  is  Piazzi  XI. 
9 ~ 469  Mayer. 

1586.  69  Leonis  p^.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  it  ta  the 
last  of  the  group  of  5 stars  deugnated  by  the  letter  p in  Bayer’s  map ; and  1 have  therefore 
retained  it.  See  the  note  to  No.  1572. 

1587-  — Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamateed  on  April  7,  1697,  at  9^  II*  55*;  again  on  Jan.  31, 
1714,  at  13“  25'"  47';  and  again  on  Feb.  15,  1714,  at  12**  22"  43’.  It  is  Piazzi  XI.  12. 

1589.  — Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  30,  1702,  at  I?  45'"  26*.  It  is  the  atar  ob- 
served by  I-alandc  in  Bist.  CH.  page  325,  at  11*'  2"  54*, 5,  mag.  6. 

1592.  — Vrsoe  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  8*  48*  nearly.  It  it  pro- 
bably Piazzi  XI.  19. 

1595.  53  Vrs±  Mt^ris  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  has  been  dcducetl  per  distantias : at  may- 
be seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  8. 

1598.  76  Leonis.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  7th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  in 
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the  original  entries  it  is  so  designated  only  once,  whilst  it  is  three  tiinet  called  6th ; which  1 
have  therefore  adopted. 

1599  — Draconis,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  12, 1694,  at  5^  *?■  nearly.  It  is  probably 
Piazzi  XI.  43. 

1603.  11  Lrmis.  Obserred  Flamsteed  on  April  8,  1691,  at  9^  13*  2T,  or  at  20*  5T:  but 
this  observation,  as  well  as  the  4 immetliately  fnUowring  it,  are  leO  mit  in  the  printed  copy  of  the 
HisUma  Calestis.  In  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  the  time  of  transit  was  originally 
written  9^  13"  23*;  but  tills  is  altered  to  9^  20*  5T;  which  is  aAcrwmrds  erased,  and  the 
former  value  again  written  in  the  margin : from  which  the  right  ascension  in  the  Britith  Cata- 
logue ( = 164°  39'  0")  has  been  deduced,  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  83.  I suspect 
however  that  9^  20^  57*  is  the  correct  reading ; in  which  case  it  will  correspond  with  the  star 
nbaerved  by  Lalandc  in  Hist  Cil.  p.  332,  at  IP  12"  5*,  mag.  6^.  In  the  MS  catalogue  in 
MSS,  voL  25,  page  51,  the  right  aacensiun  is  106°  33'  39";  which  I have  here  restored. 

1605.  13  Craieris  A.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  ^rifirA  Catalogue  is  — 17^  7'  5".  It 
was  observed  by  hlamstccd  on  April  6,  1691,  at  9^  30"  31*;  and  regularly  and  correctly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  229 : but  in  copying  out  the  start  in  this  constellation 
in  page  274  of  the  same  volume,  he  lias  made  an  error  of  2^ ; wliich  1 have  here  corrected. 

1610.  82  Lronis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  25,  1690,  at  10^  12"  46*.  The  decimation 
in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 5°  4'  35" : but  it  should  be  remarked,  that  the  reading  per  strias 
cochlea  differs  5'  from  that  per  tineas  dktgoncUes.  Flamsteed  has  assumed  the  latter  as  the 
correct  reading,  but  it  » evident,  from  modem  observations,  that  the  former  is  the  accurate 
Quc.  1 Iiave  therefore  deducted  5'  from  the  above  value. 

1611.  BO  Leoms.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  CatcUogue  is  167°  5'  30" ; which 
has  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  87,  from  the  obsenation  made  by  him 
on  Feb.  28,  1696,  at  tP  51*  39* : but  this  time  of  transit  will  not  correspond  with  the  posi« 
lion  of  any  star  in  that  parallel  of  declination.  On  referring  to  the  original  MS  entry,  in  MSS, 
vol.  6,  1 hud  that,  besides  the  time  above  stated,  there  is  also  inserted  iP  52*  12*,  against 
which  there  is  no  zenith  distance  inserted.  These  figures,  I know  not  for  what  reason,  arc 
omitted  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  Hiitoria  Caelestu.  I apprehend  therefore  that  an  error 
has  been  made  in  the  original  entry;  and  that  this  omitted  time  of  transit  should  have  been 
insertexl  opposite  to  the  zenith  distance  46°  1'  40"  : in  which  caae  the  recorded  time  of  transit 
(11**  51"  39*)  would  probably  refer  to  the  passage  of  some  other  alar  in  Leo.  There  is 
another  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  27,  1715,  at  IP  51"  15*:  from  which 
the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  » taken  : and  which,  by  a comparison  of  d Leonis^  which 
waa  observed  on  the  same  days,  confirms  the  view  I have  taken  of  the  subject ; and  which  » 
the  more  important,  as  the  star  was  very  near  the  planet  Uranus  at  that  |Kriod. 

1612.  — Lewis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  28,  1691,  at  10^  6"  42*.  It  is  Piazzi  XI.  69. 

1620.  — Draconis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  12,  1694,  at  9*  17"  18*;  and  regularly 

reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  371.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  under 
the  constellation  of  Ursa  Minor,  where  the  right  ascensiou  is  stated  to  be  166°  40*  0";  and  I 
know  not  why  it  was  afterwards  rejected.  It  is  No.  273  Ursa  Majoris  in  Bode’s  great  cata- 
logue ; and  may  be  found  also  in  Afcm.  de  PAcad.  for  1790,  page  382,  at  1 1^  20"  27*, 6,  mag.  5. 
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1627.  19  Craleris.  Thii  ii  ^ Hydrft  izi  Ba^xT’s  map:  hii  Btara  in  Crater  do  not  exceed  11. 

IC30.  20  Crateris.  It  ap^iean  from  a comparuou  of  Mr.  Hcmlerson'a  observation  of  this  star, 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  Bradley’s  value,  that  it  has  a proper  motion,  in  declination^  of 
-fO',81  ; which,  heiu^  applied  to  Flamsteed’s  value,  would  make  tite  difference  equal  to 
— 46^,7.  It  appears  likewise  to  have  a proper  motion  in  i%bt  ascension  of  about  the  same 
amount. 

1631.  — t^rsd!  Majorij.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  21,  1696,  after  12^  25“  5T  : in  the 
oritjinai  MS  entry  <MSS,  vol.  6),  however,  it  is  stated  that  it  passed  Uie  meridian  2*  before 
that  star  (59  Urstt  Majoris).  It  tl»ereforc  appears  to  be  Piaxzi  XI.  111. 

16^43.  22  Crofm*.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  17,  1702,  at  12^  38“  45*.  The  declination 
in  the  British  Catalttgue  it  — 32°  SO'  35",  but  it  is  evident,  on  a com|jarison  with  Uic  zenith 
distances  of  other  stars  observed  on  that  day,  that  an  cttot  of  1°  has  been  cummitted.  I have 
therefore  deducted  that  quantity  from  the  above  value,  and  it  will  then  agree  with  modem  ob- 
servations. It  is  Piazzi  XI.  llSs  1024  La  Caille ; and  not  No.  117  in  Piazzi’s  catalogue,  as 
he  has  erroneously  supjiosed.  There  appears  to  have  been  some  fundamental  error  in  the  right 
ascension  of  the  determining  star  for  those  observed  in  the  constelUtion  Crater  on  this  day, 
as  they  differ  considerably  frum  modern  results.  See  S,  1 7,  18, 19,  20,  22,  23,  25,  26, 28,  and 
29  Craterit : all  of  which  have  been  observed  only  once  by  Flamsteed,  and  on  this  day. 

1640.  — Urta  Minoru.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1694,  at  10*  58“  59*;  and  r^fU- 
larly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  371.  It  is  also  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of 
1712;  from  which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogtie  is  taken.  Why  it  was  afterwards  re- 
jected, I am  unable  to  ascertain.  It  is  No.  293  Ursa  Mujoris  in  Bode’s  great  catalogue : and 
occurs  twice  in  the  Mem.  de  VAcad.  for  1790 : vix.  page  380,  at  1 1*  28“  57*,  mag.  6 ; and 
|«ge38l  at  U"  29“  P,4,  mag.  7^. 

1643.  25  Crateris.  This  is  o Ht/dra  in  Bayer*s  map ; his  stars  in  Crater  do  not  exceed  11. 

1647.  — Le»nis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  3,  1714,  at  1^  4“  32*:  in  the  originai  MS 
entry  it  is  marked  of  Uie  7th  magnitude.  I cannot  find  any  star  that  will  correspond  with  this 
ohscrvatlon.  M.  Argelaoder  thinks  that  it  may  be  Uranus^  whose  position  on  that  day,  at 
17*  54™  57*,  mean  lime  at  Greenwich,  was  11*  29“  I*,94  (=  172®  15' 29’')  and  D = 4® 

U'  6", 5 : but  the  great  difference  in  the  declination  is  against  this  supposition. 

1052.  — ■ Ursa  Majirrii.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  March  17,  1694,  at  11*  5“  48*;  an<l  regu- 
larly reduced  by  him  in  MS^  vol.  23,  page  371.  It  is  also  utserled  in  Halley's  edition  of 
1712;  from  which  the  poution  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  Why  it  was  afterwards 
rejected  I am  unable  to  ascertain.  It  is  No.  312  Ursa  Majorisia  Bude's  great  catalogue; 
and  is  also  in  Afi-m.  de  fAcad,  for  1790,  |>age  380,  at  1 1*  35™  43*, 9,  mag.  5. 

1054  . 4 Virginis  AK  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  and  called  in  the  British  CaicUoyue : 
but  it  is  evidently  the  first  of  the  two  stars  indicated  by  the  letter  A,  in  Bayer's  map.  1 have 
therefore  restored  the  correct  reading.  Sec  the  Introduction,  page  399. 

1655.  — Leemis.  Observ’ed  by  Hamstced  on  April  25,  1690,  at  8*  35™  35*;  and  again  on  April  24, 
1692,  at  44“  4*.  It  is  Piazzi  XI.  160;  and  was  ol>acrvcd  also  by  Bradley. 

1656.  — Leonis.  Observed  by  l'7amstecd  on  March  3,  1713,  at  U*  59*  8*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  229,  at  1 1*  39"  I0*,5,  mag.  6. 
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1659.  — Leonis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  8,  1G91,  after  9**  dl**  54* : but  in  the  origtrutt 
MS  entry  it  is  said  to  have  paued  eodem  momento  cum  cauda  Leonis,  and  is  stated  to  be  of  the 
6th  magnitude.  It  is  No.  476  Leonis  in  Bode's  great  catalogue,  observed  by  Messier. 

1660.  28  CreUerit.  The  letter  ^ is  annexed  to  this  star:  but  it  must  be  understood  that  it  is 
|8  Hydra  both  in  Flamsteed’s  and  in  Ba)'cr’s  map.  The  star  properly  called  ^ Crateris,  is 
No.  1583  of  the  present  catalogue. 

1661.  64  Ursa  Majari*  y»  The  right  aacension  of  this  star  was  deduced  per  duUsniiof : as  may  be 
seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  8. 

1662.  — Ursa  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  after  9"  26*  24*:  but  pro- 
bably passed  before  that  time.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  9,  at 
1 1“  42*  3*,3,  mag.  1. 

1663.  65  Ursa  Majoris.  In  my  comparison  of  this  star  with  that  observed  by  Bradley,  1 have 
taken  that  which  is  designated  by  Flamsteed’s  number  in  Bessel’s  catalogue;  but  1 uould 
remark  that  it  would  coRcspond  equally  well  with  the  anonymous  star  immediately  following. 

1664.  6 Virginis  A*.  This  star  is  called  A by  Flamsteed  : but  it  is  the  second  of  the  two  stars  so 
indicated  by  Bayer.  I have  therefore  called  it  A*. 

1668.  30  Craieris  r,.  This  star  is  marked  os  of  the  4th  magnitude  in  the  British  Cataiogue : but 
in  the  originat  entry  it  ia  designated  as  4^;  which  I have  therefore  adopted.  Still,  it  differs 
considerably  from  Piazzi. 

1677.  10  Virginis.  This  star  has  the  letter  r annexed  to  H in  the  British  Cataiogue:  but, as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it. 

1678.  11  Virginis.  This  star  has  the  letter  s annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Cataiogue:  but  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1 680.  3 Coma  Berenices.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cataiogue  is  1 78^  43^  SIX'. 
It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1692,  at  9^  35*  47* ; and  reduced  by  him  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  301.  But  in  the  last  step  of  the  process  he  has  made  an  error  of  13*  in 
time ; 1 have  therefore  deducted  3^  15’’^  from  the  value  in  the  British  Cataiogue ; and  it  will 
now  agree  with  modem  observations. 

1681.  — Coma  Berenices.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  11,  1692,  at  9^  .54“  26*;  and  reduced 
by  him  (but  erroneously)  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  300.  It  is  omitted  however  by  him  in  his 
list  of  stars  in  that  constellation  in  page  402  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piazzi  XII.  3. 

1686.  — Virginis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  6,  1708,  at  10^  14“  IT:  but  1 cannot  find 
any  star  in  any  catalogue  that  will  answer  to  this  observation.  Miss  Herschcl  supposes  that 
there  ia  an  error  in  recording  the  time;  and  that  it  ought  to  be  10^  15"  41*;  in  which  case  it 
would  agree  with  No.  1688  in  this  catalogue : but  there  is  no  authority  for  this  in  the  MS  entry 
(MSS,  vol.  17) ; which  stands  exactly  as  it  ia  printed  in  the  Huioria  Calestis.  It  appears 
however  extremely  probable  that  thia  ia  the  same  star  oa  that  which  had  been  observed  on  the 
two  preceding  evenings  of  obeervatiuns  for  a comparison  with  Jupiter. 

1687.  12  Virginis.  This  star  has  the  letter  t annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Cataiogue : but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

1688.  Virginis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  2,  1708,  at  10”  30™  51*;  and  again  on 
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April  5,  at  10^  )9*  27*.  It  ia  Piazzi  XII.  16.  None  of  the  obtervationa  made  by  Flamateed 
on  Afarch  30  and  31,  on  April  2 and  5,  1708,  although  in  the  printed  copy,  are  in  the  MS 
enp^  of  Flamateed’a  obaenrationa  (MSS,  vol.  17).  The  ori^nal  book  of  entry  ia  loat. 

1691.  69  Ursa  Maj^rris  I.  The  declination  of  thia  atar  in  the  British  Caialoyite  ia  + 58^  46'  40" ; 
which  haa  been  deduced  from  the  whole  of  the  obaervationa,  which  are  reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  23. 
page*  365 — 373.  But  on  reducing  them  to  the  epoch  of  1690,  it  ia  evident  that  Flamatecd  haa 
made  an  error  of  V,  which  1 hare  here  corrected.  The  right  aacenaion  haa  been  deduced  per 
fixstantias:  aa  may  be  aocn  in  MSS,  toI.  26  C,  page  8. 

1693-  — Draconit.  Obaenred  by  Flamatecd  on  April  12,  1694,  at  about  10^  3^*:  but  the  time  ia 
doubtful.  M.  Argclandcr  thinks  that  it  ia  the  atar  obaerved  by  Lalande  in  de  PAcari.  for 
179U,  page  387,  at  12^  4*  56* , mag.  6 ; and  again  in  page  388,  at  12^  4"  55*, 6,  mag.  5^. 

1694.  2 Canum  yenalicemim.  Tbia  star  ia  marked  aa  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  tlic  BritiM  Cata- 
hgwi  but,  in  the  origii^  entry,  it  is  designated  aa  the  6th;  which  1 have  therefore  retained. 

1695.  7 Coma  Berenices.  Thia  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  A,  in  the  British  Calaloguv : but  ace 
the  Introduction^  page  398. 

1696.  13  rir^'mr.  Thia  star  haa  the  letter  n annexed  to  it  in  the  ^rtftrA  Catalogue:  butitapo> 
sition  doca  not,  in  any  way,  accord  with  the  atar  ao  designated  in  Bayer’s  map ; which  appears 
to  have  been  introduced  from  the  star  called  **  In  genu  ainiatro*'  in  Tycho's  catalogue.  See 
the  note  to  No.  1888. 

1697.  — Coma  Berenices.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  I703,  at  9^  19“  28".  It  is 
Piazzi  XII.  39. 

1703.  — y&gimj.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  21, 1712,  at  9^  23“  17*.  It  ia  Piazzi  X11.35. 

1705.  16  Ftr^’nir  c.  This  star  appears  to  be  variable  in  magnitude.  Baj'er  and  Heveliua  make  it 
of  the  6th  magnitude ; Piazzi  of  the  5^  ; Mayer  of  the  5th ; and  Bradley  of  the  3rd.  In  the 
British  Cataiogw,  it  ia  marked  aa  of  the  3i^  magnitude : but  in  the  original  entries  the  magnitude 
is  only  once  noted,  and  then  as  of  Uic  0]^  only,  and  not  as  the  5th,  aa  erroneously  printed. 

1707.  — Coni.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  6,  1691,  at  lO'*  27“  18*,  and  regularly  reduced 
hy  him  in  MSS,  voL  23,  page  229.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  from  which  the 
position  in  the  present  catalogue  ia  taken.  Why  it  was  afterwards  rejected,  I cannot  ascertain. 
It  k Piazzi  XII.  54. 

1709.  — Coma  Berenices.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1703,  at  9^  21*  4T.  I cannot 
discover  any  star  that  will  correajxtnd  with  thia  observation,  unless  we  euppuae  an  error  of  1“ 
in  the  time  of  transit ; and  that  it  ought  to  be  9^  20*  47*.  In  tbia  caac  it  will  correspond 
with  Piazzi  XII.  52.  Sec  the  note  to  No.  1711  below. 

nil.  — Coma  Berenices.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1703,  at  9*  21*  51*.  I cannot 
discover  any  star  that  will  correspond  with  tliia  observation,  unless  we  suppose  an  error  of  1“ 
in  the  time  of  transit,  and  chat  it  ought  to  be  9**  20*  51*.  In  this  case  it  will  agree  with  the 
atar  observed  by  Lalande  in  HisU  dl.  page  64,  at  12''  9*  15', 5,  mag.  6.  See  the  note  to 
No.  1709  above. 

1713.  12  Coma  Berenices.  Thia  atar  is  designated  by  the  letter  e in  the  British  Catalogue : but 
see  the  Introduction^  page  398. 
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ni5.  — Comet  Birtnicts.  Observed  by  FUmtteed  cm  April  tM,  1 703,  at  y 24*  33*.  ItiaPiazzi 
XII.  ce. 

nn.  13  Cmtup  Beronices. 

1121.  14  Coma  Beretticet.  These  tsUtre  arc  dcaignatcd  by  the  lettcra/^  6»  c,  a,  reapcctiTcly,  in  itie 

1122.  15  Coma  i?crcnicc^  Briiish  Cataiogue : but  see  the  Inlroductiorif  page  39B. 

1123.  16  Coma  Berenices. 

1124.  72  Ursa  Majoris.  The  right  aacrnainn  of  this  star  in  the  British  Coiodogue  is  182^  3*#'  15" : 
it  waa  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  19,  1694,  at  9*“  41"  41*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  him 
in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  311 ; but  was  not  included  with  the  rest  in  his  collection  of  stars  in  the 
constellation  of  Ursa  Majcrr.  On  examining  the  dilTcrcnces  in  the  time  of  transit  of  this  star 
and  others  that  passed  on  the  same  day,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  above-mentioDed,  it  will  be  seen  that 
an  error  of  15'  15"  hat  been  cominitud,  which  I have  deducted  from  the  value  in  the  British 
Ciiialogue:  and  it  will  now  agree  with  modern  obaervations. 

1126.  — Coma  Berenices.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1103,  at  9*^  29“  13*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Lalandein  Hist.  Cel.  page  64,  at  I2'‘  11“  3S*,5,  mag.  6. 

1121.  — Coma  Berenices.  Obaerved  by  Flanuteed  tm  April  24,  1703,  at  O'*  29“  1?.  It  is  Fiazri 
XII.  96. 

1128.  11  Coma  Berenices.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  cf,  in  the  British  C<^edogue : but 
see  the  Introduction,  page  398.  It  is  likewise  marked  as  of  the  4^  magnitude:  but  in  the 
original  entries  it  is  both  times  designated  as  the  6th ; which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

1129.  18  Coma  Berenices.  Besides  the  observations  of  this  star,  indicated  by  Miss  Herschel,  there 
is  another  in  the  original  MS  book,  on  April  8,  1692,  at  IC^  19"  46*;  the  obaervations  of 
which  day  are  not  printed  in  the  Ilistoria  Calesiis,  on  account  of  some  irregularity  in  the 
clock.  They  have  however  been  computed  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  300 ; and  in 
reducing  this  star  he  has  erroneously  copied  out  the  zenith  distance  3°  too  small ; which  has 
given  rise  to  the  star  19  Coma  Berenices  inserted  in  the  British  Catalogue,  whose  position,  as 
there  stated,  is  iR  = 183®  29*  0",  and  D =+  28®  49'  40";  but  which  consequently  does  not 
exist.  The  present  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in 
the  original  entries,  it  is  each  time  designated  as  the  6th ; which  I have  therefore  retained, 

1733.  75  Ursa  Majoris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  not  given  in  the  British  Cataloifur  . 
hut  I have  assumed  an  approximate  value  corresponding  with  modem  obseivations. 

1134.  1 Canum  Venaiicorwn,  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  upw  anls  of  3^' 
in  order  to  correspond  with  modem  observationi. 

1135.  21  Coma  Berenicer.  This  star  is  dcsignsted  by  the  letter  g,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but 
see  the  Introduction,  page  398. 

1139.  21  Ftr^'nir  q.  Bessel  has  erroneously  called  this  22  Virginis. 

1140.  — Coma  Bereniees.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1703,  at  9^  34  1‘.  It  is  the 
star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist  Cet.  page  65,  at  12''  22“  33*, 5,  mag.  1. 

1144.  23  Coma  Berenices.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  k,  in  the  Briiish  CiUatogue  ; but 
tee  the  Inlroduction,  page  398. 
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1741.  25  Virffiftit  f.  The  position  of  this  sUr  in  the  British  CcUalogue  it  s 185^  31'  20",  and 
D = — 4*^  8'  45".  There  arc  5 obecrYttions  of  it  by  Flamsteed,  but  1 cannot  find  mure  than 
one  of  them  (May  4,  1603,  at  ^ 58”)  that  haa  been  reduced  by  him,  in  MSS,  vo).  23,  pag;e 
07  : and  where  only  the  N.  P.  D.  it  given;  the  time  of  transit  being  doubtful.  In  Halley’s 
edition  of  1712,  the  right  ascension  it  185°  16'  20";  which  accords  more  nearly  with  modern 
observations.  But  U it  evident,  on  comparing  the  transita  of  this  star  with  thoee  of  and  y 
Virginis  on  Dec.  13,  1698,  and  March  5, 1718,  that  an  error  of  at  least  18'  has  been  com- 
mitted in  deducing  the  right  ascension ; and  which  quantity  I have  deducted  from  the  value 
given  by  Flamsteed.  In  the  MS  volume  above-mentioned,  page  108,  the  right  ascension  is 
said  (o  have  been  deduced  distantias;  and  the  declination  is  erroneous  V,  which  I have 
here  corrected.  Probably  it  has  been  an  error  of  the  press,  arising  from  a transposition  of  the 
ligurcs  denoting  the  minutes,  and  that  31  has  been  printed  for  13. 

1748.  23  FiV^'nir.  1 These  stars  do  not  eiisl:  neither  can  1 hud  any  observation  of  them  in  the 

1751.  23  Vir^nis.  > Hisloria  Ctelestis.  I apprehend  however  that  the  present  poutions  have 

1752.  24  ) been  deduced  from  an  erroneous  cumputalion  of  the  three  stars  (Nos. 

1968, 11^70,  and  1971  of  this  catalogue)  which  were  observed  on  April  25, 1693,  at  11^  15”  4*, 
11^  15”  40*,  and  1 1**  15”  46*.  The  differences  in  right  ascension  agree  exactly : and  there  is 
not  much  discordance  in  the  declinations ; especially  if  wc  suppose  an  error  of  1'  in  23  Ftr^ni/, 
and  read  9°  41'  30",  instead  of  9°  40'  30".  It  is  singular  that  all  the  stars  in  Bootes^  observed 
on  that  day,  arc  reduced  in  MSS,  toI.  23,  pages  3^15  and  3^17,  cxce|it  these  three:  and  I find, 
in  the  original  obset^  ation  book  (MSS,  vol.  5),  a marginal  note  by  Flamsteed,  that  these  three 
Stan  belong  to  the  constellation  Fi>^,  which  is  probably  the  reason  why  they  were  omitted ; 
and  perhaps,  in  computing  their  places  afterwards,  some  unaccountable  error  was  made  in  the 
right  ascension  of  the  determining  star,  which  would  reconcile  (he  whole  discordance. 

1761.  76  Vts(B Majoris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  186®41'45". 
It  was  observed  twice  by  Flamsteed:  vi*.  on  April  19,  1694,  at  lO”  4“  6*;  and  again  on  April 
27,  at  9*'  32*  42*:  aud  both  observations  are  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol,  23,  page  373  : and 
the  results  agree  witli  the  value  given  by  him  in  his  catalogue.  The  first  reduction  however  is 
marked  as  doubtful;  and  the  second  has  a note  against  it  that  the  value  is  1”  too  little.  In 
fact,  by  comparing  the  time  of  transit  with  that  of  other  stars  on  the  same  days,  it  will  be 
seen  that  such  an  error  baa  been  committed.  I have  therefore  added  15'  to  Flamsteed's  valne. 

1762  — Firginis.  There  are  5 observations  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed:  viz.  on  March  13,  1698, 
at  12^16“  56*, 5;  again  on  March  22,  at  11^47”  41*;  i^in  an  March  23,  at  11^  44“  32*; 
i^in  on  March  6,  1716,  at  12*"  38“  23';  and  a^in  on  March  5,  1718,  at  12”  46”  16*.  It  is 
the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Ce/.  page  333,  at  12'*  33“  25*, 6,  mag.  6. 

1770.  .36  Firginis.  This  is  the  same  star  as  29  Coma  Berenices. 

1774.  — Ursee  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  19,  1694,  at  10^  11“  10*;  and  reg^i- 
larly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  373.  Why  it  was  luH  included  in  the  British 
Catalogue  1 cannot  ascertain.  M.  Argelander  stales  that  it  is  the  star  in  Mim.  de  PAcad.  for 
1790,  page  3B3,  at  12”  39*  35*,  mag.  6. 

1775.  Conum  Feno/jcorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  10'*  22” 43*;  and 
regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  370:  it  is  also  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


Notes  to  the  Hritith  Catalogue. 


585 


1712.  Why  it  w&s  &fterwtrdi  rejected  I am  not  able  to  atcertain.  Ft  is  the  star  obaerved  b)' 
Lalande  in  Hist.  Cet.  page  58,  at  12^  40"  23*, 2,  mag.  6. 

1777.  31  Cfm<e  Berenices.  This  atar  is  marked  aa  of  the  4^  magnitude,  in  the  British  Caiaiogue : 
hut,  in  the  original  cntriei,  it  ia  designated  once  as  the  6th,  and  once  as  the  5th.  I have 
titerefure  taken  the  mean. 

1 782.  35  Coma  Berenices.  In  the  reduetkm  of  one  of  the  obsen’ations  of  this  star  (March  9, 1692, 
at  12*  40*  45*)  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  6®  of  declination  in  the  steps  of  the  process, 
as  may  he  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  404.  Whence  has  arisen  the  erroneous  insertion  in  the 
British  Catalogue  of  34  Comesf  Berenices.,  » hosc  position  there  given  is  iR  = 189®  SO'  0",  and 
I)  = + 28®  56'  30" ; but  which  does  not  exist. 

1785.  42  Virginis.  I cannot  find  any  observation  of  this  star  in  FIamsleed*s  Historia  Catesiis  ; 
nor  can  I discover  that  such  a star  exists.  There  is  a star  of  the  7lh  magnitude  in  Zach*s 
calal(^e,  in  the  hrst  volume  of  his  Tabula  Specialet,  which  is  called  42  Plrginis  ; and  which 
was  seen  both  by  him  at  Seeberg  and  by  MM.  Barry  and  Henry  at  Manheim.  The  declination 
of  this  star  agrees  very  well  with  the  British  Catalogtte : hut  the  right  ascension  difiers  upwards 
of  3'.  It  is  remarkable  however  that  this  star  also  is  not  now  to  be  found.  For  although  Pitk 
fessor  Airy  has  at  my  request  looked  out  for  it,  and  found  a star  agreeing  with  that  of  Baron 
Zach  in  right  RKcnsion,  yet  the  declination  differs  more  than  4'  from  that  given  by  MM.  Bariy 
and  Henry;  and  is  moreover  only  of  the  10th  magnitude.  Neither  Piazzi,  I.^lande,  nor 
Bessel  has  any  star  that  can  be  mistaken  for  it. 

1787.  77  Ursa  Majoris  g.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  appears  to  hare  been  deduced  per 
distantias : see  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  8. 

1788.  12  Conum  Venaticorvm.  Besides  the  3 obacnations  of  this  star  indicated  by  Miss  Hmchei, 
there  ia  another  on  March  13,  1694,  at  12*  31*  I7*,5 : which,  owing  to  some  error  of  the  tran- 
scriber, has  been  erroneously  printed  in  the  Historia  Ccelestu  ; and  has  given  rise  to  the  sup- 
position of  another  and  a different  alar,  viz.  No.  119  of  Miss  Herschcl’a  catalogue,  and  No. 
311  in  my  list  of  Flamsteed's  inedited  stars.  On  referring  to  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS, 
T<]\.  6),  this  star  is  distinctly  called  Cor  Caroli ; and  it  is  also  distinctly  stated  that  the  obser- 
vation w as  made  to  the  south  of  the  zenith ; and  it  is  likewise  stated  to  be  of  the  3rd  magnitude. 
In  the  Apographa  (MSS,  vol.  16)  it  is  transcribed  erroneously  as  Ursa  iMaj\  informis  injra 
caudam. 

1791 . 44  Virginis  k.  One  of  the  observations  of  this  star,  viz.  that  on  April  9,  1701,  at  10*  54"  0*, 
has  been  rccUicrd  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33 : and  the  result  accords  nearly  with 
former  computations;  and  has  been  used  by  Mr.  Crosthwait  in  MSS,  vol.  64  F,  page  35,  and 
by  Mr.  Ryley  in  MSS,  vol.  65  £,  page  34,  in  the  computation  of  the  longitude  and  latitude  of 
that  star.  But,  in  copying  it  out  for  the  catalogue,  an  error  of  50'  in  declination  appears  Ut 
have  been  made : which  has  given  rise  to  the  introduction  of  45  Virginis  inti  the  British  Cata- 
logue; whose  position  as  there  given  is  iU  s 190®  57'  10",  and  U =:  — 2®  57' 40";  but  which 
d<>es  not  exist. 

1793.  37  Coma  Berenices.  This  is  the  same  star  as  13  Canum  Fenoticorum;  which  Flamsteed 
however  designates  as  of  the  4^  magnitude. 


•386  Noiea  ia  the  Britiak  Catalogue. 

1195.  — Oyttua  Berenices.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  oa  April  91,  1602,  at  9*  44"  29*.  It  is  tbe 
star  observed  by  Lalaode  in  Hist.  CH.  ps{^  6S,  at  12^  50”  46',5,  mag.  7^. 

1797.  78  Urstr  iSaj(rris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  13, 1694,  after  12'*  36"  40*;  but  the 
time  is  not  given  in  the  printed  copy;  nor  is  there  any  right  macension  set  against  this  star  in 
the  British  C<xlaiogue.  In  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  6)  it  is  stated  to  have  passed 
rum  f Fir^'nir ; but  this  could  not  be  accurately  known,  on  account  of  the  difterence  in  the 
zenith  distance.  In  Halley's  edition  of  1712,  the  right  ascension  is  given  = 191^  SO'  30", 
which  1 have  assumed  in  the  present  catalogue ; and  which  is  not  far  ftoro  the  truth. 

1803.  49  Virginis  g.  This  alar  is  called  ^by  Flamsteed,  and  I have  retained  that  letter  : but  it 
docs  not  accord  well  with  the  poaidon  of  the  atar  in  Bayer'a  map.  There  ia  no  other  however 
that  can  be  properly  substituted  for  it:  and  probably  Bayer’s  positiem  of  the  star  is  erroneous. 

1805.  — Virginis.  There  are  3 observations  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed:  viz.  on  May  12,  1693,  at 
8^  58“  31*;  again  on  April  21,  1712,  at  10"  12*  10*;  and  again  on  April  24,  at  10"  CT  22*. 
The  former  of  these  only  has  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed,  in  MSS,  voL  23,  page  97  : but  in 
copying  out  the  result  in  his  list  of  stars  for  this  constellation,  in  page  106  of  the  same  volume, 
he  has  committed  an  error  both  in  the  right  ascension  and  declinadon.  There  is  more>)ver,  in 
that  observation,  a difference  of  10'  between  the  reading  per  striat  eochi^te  and  that  per  lineas 
tUngonaies.  The  star  is  inserted  in  his  catalogue  in  MSS,  vol.  25,  page  53;  and  in  Halley’s 
edition  of  1712,  It  occurs  in  Lalande’s  Hist.  Cil.  page  154,  at  12^  57*  33*,  mag.  6. 

1 806.  45  Hydrse  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue ; but  in 
the  observations  it  is  designated  as  the  5th;  which  1 have  here  retained. 

IB07-  — Omee  Berenict's.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  27,  1692,  at  9"  50"  55‘,5.  It  is 
the  star  observed  by  Ijalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  334,  at  12"  58*  25*,  mag.  6.  It  was  also 
observed  hy  Bradley. 

1808.  50  Vir^nit.  The  position  of  this  star  is  deduced  from  4 observations,  which  are  all  reduced 
in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pagea  93,  &c. : and  the  declination  deduced  therefrom  is  stated,  in  page  106 
of  the  same  volume,  to  be  •>-  8°  dO'  20".  Why  it  was  afterw  ards  altered,  I am  unable  to 
ascertain : nor  can  I make  the  declination  so  great  as  is  here  stated. 

1810-  — Coma  Berenices.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1692,  at  10^  35*  47*;  and  regu- 
larly reduced  by  bim  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  301 ; but  omitted  to  be  inserted  by  him  in  his  list 
of  stare  in  that  constellation,  in  page  404  of  the  same  volume.  It  appears,  from  Flamsteed’s 
observation,  to  have  passed  9*  after  42  Coma  Berenices : but  there  ia  no  star  that  answers  to 
such  time  of  transit.  M.  Argelander  supposes  that  an  error  has  been  committed  in  noting 
down  the  original  entry ; and  that  the  time  of  transit  of  thia  star  and  of  42  Coma  Berenices 
ought  to  be  transposed : in  wliich  case  it  will  have  passed  9*  before  that  star,  and  thus  agree 
with  Piazzi  XII.  283.  I have  ado]>ted  this  suggestion,  although  there  is  no  indication  of  such 
an  error  in  the  original  MS  entry. 

1812.  — Canum  Venaticorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  17,  1694,  after  10"  34"  43*.  It 
is  the  star  in  Lalande’s  Hist.  Cel.  page  57,  at  12"  59*  33', 5,  msg.  6.  In  the  original  MS 
entry  (MSS,  vol.  6)  it  ia  said  to  have  passed  at  the  same  time  with  the  subsequent  stare  there 
mentioned;  viz.  Nos.  15,  16,  17  Canum  Vcrtalicorum  j which  agrees  very  well  with  the  fact. 
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52  Virgimi.  I cftnnot  6nd  my  obserration  of  thii  lUr  in  Flanuteed’a  HitUrria  CalttHs: 
nor  cm  I diicorer  that  toch  a star  exists. 

1816.  16  Canum  VtnaHtorwn.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  Briiuh  Cata- 
Ugue : but  in  the  obaervations  it  is  designated  as  the  7th ; which  I have  here  retained. 

1819-  18  Conwm  rcTtaficorum.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  Britith  Calaiogue  is  194^ 
4'  36".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  27,  1694,  at  10**  I**  45* ; and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page 373,  from  which  that  value  was  taken;  and  which  haa  been 
inserted  also  by  Halley  in  his  edition  of  1712.  But  there  is  a marginal  note  in  the  said  MS 
volume  stating  that  the  values  there  reduced  are  1"  too  small.  I have  therefore  added  IS'  to 
Flamsteed's  right  ascension,  and  it  will  now  agree  w'ith  modem  observations.  In  the  originai 
entry  of  the  observation  of  this  star  it  is  designated  as  of  the  6th  magnitude ; and  not  of  the 
7th,  as  in  the  printed  copy.  It  differs  much  from  the  value  assigned  to  it  by  Piazri,  which  is 
the  8th. 

1820.  43  Copue  Berenices.  There  appears  to  be  a proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination,  of 
+ 6", 96;  which  wdl  reduce  the  diflierence  of  declination  to  + 1",2. 

1621.  55  Virginif.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  17,  1702,  after  14^  14“  37*;  the  time  of 
transit  is  not  noted ; but  in  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  7)  it  is  stated  to  be  port  trami- 
turn.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712 : but  how  the  right  ascension  has  been  obtained 
is  not  stated.  It  is  e^idcnlly  about  8'  too  great : but  I have  not  made  any  alteration. 

1822.  56  Virginif.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Caiatogue : but 
in  the  original  entry  of  the  observation,  it  is  designated  as  the  8th;  which  1 have  here 
retained. 

1824.  — Camtm  Venalicorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  17,  1694,  at  10^  43"  7*;  and 
again,  April  27,  at  10^  4*  1*:  both  of  which  were  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
pages  371  and  373 ; and  the  results  were  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712.  Why  this  star 
was  afterwards  rejected,  1 am  unable  to  aacertain.  It  is  Piazzi  XUl.  27  ~ (11  Hev.) 
Con.  Venal. 

1826.  — Centauri.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  4,  1692,  at  9^  32"  22* : and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  231.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712;  from  which 
the  position  in  the  present  catalc^ue  is  taken  : and  I know  not  why  it  was  afterwards  rejected. 
It  is  Piazzi  XIII.  31. 

1827  . 58  The  declination  of  this  sUr  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  — 8®  41'  40".  It  was 

observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  10,  1697,  at  11^  3“  6*:  and  by  comparing  the  zenith  distance 
with  that  of  other  stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  error  of  about  IP  20" 
has  been  committed ; which  I have  added  to  Flamsteed’s  declination ; and  it  srill  now  more 
nearly  agree  with  modem  observations. 

1829.  — Virginif.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  34,  1712,  at  10^  9“  31*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  psge  154,  at  13^  6*  43*,  mag.  7i- 

1830.  — Virgmu.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1703,  at  10^  17"  38*.  It  is  Piazzi 
xni.41. 
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1832.  61  Firffims.  There  Kpiiears  to  be  a proper  motion  of  ihU  star,  in  declination,  of  — 1'^OGO; 

will  reduce  tlic  diflcrctice  of  dcclinatinn  to  — 3", 2. 

1833.  46  Hydrtf  y.  Tliis  atur  is  marked  a«  of  llte  3rd  mti^xitude,  in  the  Briiish  Catalogue  : but 
in  the  ortginai  entries  it  is  designated  twice  as  the  3rd,  once  as  the  4lh,  and  once  as  3^  : the 
latter  of  which  I have  assumed  in  the  present  cataiognt«* 

1834.  — Ker^'ni.f.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1*103,  at  lO*"  18*3*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XIII.  43. 

1837.  21  C<tnum  Venatimrum.  Besidps  the  2 observations  of  this  rtar,  indicated  by  Mise  Her- 
schel,  there  is  another  on  March  13,  1694,  at  12**  54*  53*;  which  by  some  mistake  of  the 
transcrilKr  has  given  rise  to  the  supposition  that  another  star  was  intended ; viz.  No.  12t)  of 
Miss  IIenkhrl*fl  catalo;(ue,  and  No.  322  of  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inediied  stars.  But  on 
referring  to  the  original  MS  entrv'  (MSS,  vol.  6)  I find  that  it  is  not  stated  that  the  obaer* 
vati<m  was  made  to  the  north  of  the  zenith ; and  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  .369,  where  the  obser* 
vation  is  copied  out  fur  the  purpose  of  being  reduced,  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  it  was  made  to 
the  Kouth.  The  observation  therefore  refers  to  this  star.  See  also  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  1. 

1638.  22  Com/m  Venatirorum.  I cannot  find  any  observation  of  this  star  in  Flamsteed's  Hutoria 
CtrUstix ; neither  can  I discover  that  aurh  a star  exists.  The  first  trace  of  it,  which  I can  fi  nd, 
is  its  insertion  in  the  early  MS  Catalogue  in  MSS,  vol.  26  B,  page  30. 

1841.  — Vir^nii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  28,  1693,  at  10^  2* : but  the  exact  lime  is 
not  given.  M.  Argclander  states  that  it  ui  the  star  in  Bcsscl'a  zone  Nu  77,  at  12*  19*, 54, 
mag.  G^.  It  is  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712;  from  which  the  approximate  position  in  (he 
present  catalogue  is  taken  : it  was  pruhably  rejected  by  Flamsteed  on  account  of  its  uncertainty. 

1643.  — rir^inw.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24, 1703,  at  10“  23*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalamlc,  in  Hist.  Cvt.  page  73,  at  13“  1 1*  49*,  mag.  8. 

1647.  68  Vinjinisi.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  Uie  British  Cniatogue  is  — 11®  3'  45".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed,  on  April  29,  1690,  at  y“  56*  33* ; and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  93.  But  in  copyir^^  out  the  zenith  distance  he  has  made  an  error  of  P ; which, 
altlKiugh  corrected  in  that  page,  still  remains  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Virgo^  in 
jiage  106  of  the  same  volume.  I have  therefore  addctl  P to  the  above  value.  In  the  ]irinted 
copy  of  the  British  Ct^txlogue  this  star  is  denoted  by  the  Greek  letter  i ; which  letter  is  also 
annexed  to  99  Virginis.  On  consulting  the  MS  catalogues,  I find  it  universally  denoted  by 
the  English  letter  i ; and  as  this  corresponds  with  Bayer,  I have  restored  the  original  and 
correct  reading.  In  the  British  Calahgue  this  star  U marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude  ; but  in 
the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  6th ; which  I have  here  retained. 

1619.  79  Vrscp  !tfftjaris  The  right  ascension  of  thU  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  197®  22' 0": 
but  it  is  evident  that  some  error  has  been  committed  in  the  reduction.  From  a comparison  of 
the  3 corresponding  obtervatiuns  of  80  Ursse  ^faJoris  indicated  by  Miss  Hcrschd,it  is  manifest 
that  it  preceded  that  star  only  about  1”  20* : and  therefore  that  its  right  ascension  ought  to  be 
increased  about  half  a degree.  In  fact,  the  right  ascension  was  originally  deduced  by  Ham- 
steed  per  distantias  ; os  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  10  ; and  the  value  there  given 
IS  197®  51’  40",  which  i have  assumed  in  the  present  catalogue.  Why  Flamsteed  aflcraards 
ulteted  this  value  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertaiu. 
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IS50.  80  Vfue  Majorit  g.  Tbc  right  ucensiuii  of  this  sur  it  deduced  per  Histantias : m may  be 
seen  in  MSS,  toI.  26  C,  10. 

1851.  70  Virgims.  The  obsmation  of  this  star  on  May  4,  1701,  at  0^  50*  10*,  has  been  reduced 

by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33 : and  in  the  pruceM  of  reduction  he  hus  matte  an 
error  of  1 hour  in  the  time.  MTicnee  has  arisen  the  introduction  of  IR  Virginis  into  the 
British  Calulogw^  uhose  pocition  there  given  is  ifl  » 183’  17'  0"  and  D = + 15’  15": 

but  which  consequently  docs  not  exist. 

1852.  — Virginis.  OWrvcd  by  Flamsteed  on  May  2, 17fM,  at  9‘‘  32"’  0*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  {.Alandc  in  Uiti.  CH.  page  336,  at  13^  19”  16%  mag.  7. 

1853.  71  Virginis.  In  the  olwcrvation  of  this  star  on  May  4,  1701,  at  ^ 50*  43*,  in  MSS,  vol. 
26  C,  page  33,  Flaraatccd  has  made  an  error  of  1 kmr  in  the  procesa  of  reduction.  Which  has 
given  rise  to  the  introduction  of  19  Virginis  into  the  British  Caitiiogue : whose  position  there 
given  is  yll  = 183’  25’’  45"  and  D = + 12’  25'  35";  but  which  coiiscqueully  docs  not  exist. 

1854.  72  rir^imr  /‘.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Caldogue:  but 
in  the  original  entries,  it  is  designated  twice  as  of  the  7th,  and  only  once  as  of  the  6th.  1 have 
therefore  altered  the  reading. 

18!^.  74  VUrginit  P.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  I in  Bayer’s  map : but  as  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  he  intended  72  or  74  Fir^im'i,  Flamsteed  has  auue.\ed  that  letter  to 
rach  of  them ; which  I have  here  retained.  See  the  note  to  No.  1865. 

1857  — Bootis.  ObacTved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1703,  at  10^  32".  In  the  MS  copy  of  the 
entry  (MSS,  vol.  16)  it  ia  said  to  l>e  ilouhle.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalandc  in  CH. 
I^agc  471,  at  13’’  21"  0*,5,  mag.  8;  and  its  companion  it  the  star  immc<liately  preceding  it. 

IRfJO.  — Vrset  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  19,  1694,  at  10^  53"  I*;  and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  373.  It  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  ^iiion  of  1712:  from 
which,  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken ; and  I know  not  w'hy  it  was  atlerwards 
rejected.  It  is  Piazzi  XIII.  110  = (69  Hcv.)  Ursa  A//ybrw. 

1862.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1703,  at  10^  33"  59*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Ldande  in  Hist.  Cel,  page  471,  at  IS**  22"  57*, 5,  mag.  6i^. 

1864.  79  Ftr^'nu  This  star  ia  called  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  it  is 
now  of  the  46i;  and  is  so  designated  in  the  observation  of  April  27  and  May  9,  1692,  and 
April  25,  1693 ; whilst  on  the  28th  it  is  called  of  the  3rd  magnitude.  I have  here  restored 
the  correct  magnitude. 

1865.  80  Vir^nis.  Flams'.cwl  has  denoted  this  star  as  t*  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  there  is 

only  one  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  BaycT’s  map,  which  is  either  72  or  74  I 

have  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

1866.  — Canum  Venaticorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  11^  9"  8*;  and 
regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  370.  The  right  ascension,  as  deduced  from 
that  obscevTitinii,  would  be  200®  29'  0" : but  there  is  no  star  that  will  correspond  therewith.  I 
suspect  therefore  lliat  Flamstwl  has  made  an  error  of  I"  in  retarding  the  time;  and  that 
1 1**  9"  8*  should  be  11”  8"  8*.  In  which  case  the  observation  will  then  agree  with  Piazri  XIII, 
136  =r  (19  Ilev.)  Canum  Venaticorum:  and  I hare  adopted  this  explanation,  although  there 
}8  nothing  in  the  original  MS  entry  to  warrant  it. 
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1867.  81  Virginit.  Thia  aUr  is  calleU  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  Brituh  Cataiogue ; but  in  the 
original  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  ; which  I have  here  retained. 

1670.  — BocAis.  Ofaaenred  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1703,  at  10^  39"  II*.  It  is  PUeri  XIII. 
150. 

1671.  25  Camun  VeruUicarum.  The  decUostion  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 
47®  53'  0''.  It  was  obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  11^  10“  51*;  and  regularly 
reduced  by  him,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  370.  We  also  6nd  2 other  reductions  of  it  in  MSS, 
voL  26  A,  page  3,  and  rol.  62  D,  page  34.  But  in  copying  it  for  the  catalogue  in  MSS,  toI.  25 
(which  is  the  earliest  general  catalogue  that  1 can  discover),  an  error  of  10®  has  been  made, 
which  I hare  here  corrected.  It  will  now  correspond  with  the  star  obeerred  by  Jjtlande  iu 
Siisi  Cel.  page  1G4,  at  13"  27“  46*.  mag.  6. 

1872.  — Booiis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  25,  1693,  at  10^  31“  19^ ; and  again  on  51  ay 
14,  1704,  at  9^  18“  5':  the  former  of  which  is  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol  23, 
paire  3.35 ; but  there  is  a note  against  it,  in  the  margin,  that  the  star  belongs  to  the  constellation 
Virgoy  which  (I  presume)  is  the  reason  why  it  was  omitted  in  this  constellation.  It  ia  the 
star  observed  by  l^alande  in  Hist.  Ckt.  page  469,  at  13^  29“  16*,6,  mag.  6. 

1875.  — ■ Booiis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  at  12''  9“  18*.  It  is  Piazii  XIII. 
161. 

1876.  2 Booiis.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  April  3,  1701,  at  11*  58^  12*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a small  companion  preceding  it.  Perhapa  No.  1870  of  thia  catah^ue. 

1878.  82  Urs<e  Majoris.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  19,  1694,  after  11*  4*  5P;  but  no 
time  is  given.  In  the  earliest  MS  catalogue  the  right  ascension  is  noted  **  circiter:**  but  this 
is  omitted  in  the  subsequent  ones.  The  right  ascension  must  be  diminished  at  least  5'  in  order 
to  correspond  with  modern  observ’ations. 

1879.  83  Virginis.  Tl»e  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  201®  38'  25". 
There  arc  3 observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed : but  only  one  of  them  (May  2,  1692,  at  10*  4“  7*) 
appears  to  have  been  reduced,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  95;  and  where  an  error  of  20'  has 
evidently  been  made  in  converting  the  right  ascension  in  time  into  degrees,  minutes,  and 
seconds;  and  which  1 have  here  corrected. 

1863.  Dootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  at  12*  12“  34*;  and  again  on  April 
3,  1701,  at  12*  0“  56* : but  the  first  observation  only  has  been  reduced  by  him,  in  MSS,  vol. 
23,  page  332.  It  ia  however  omitted  in  hb  liat  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Bootes^  in  page  406 
of  the  same  volume.  I cannot  6nd  the  star  in  any  catalogue:  but  M.  Argelander  states  that 
6 observations  of  it  at  Abo,  give  its  poaition  for  1830,  ifl  s 13*  35“  43*, 08;  and  D 
+ 23®  33'  40",0. 

1886.  —‘Virginis.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  March  9,  1718,  at  13*  33“  32*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CiL  page  154,  at  13*  36“  5*,5,  mag.  6|. 

1888.  88  Virginis  n.  In  the  observation  of  thia  star  on  April  29,  1690,  at  10*  18“  1 1*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a companion  preceding  it,  to  the  north  : probably  Piazzi  XIII.  192.  The 
present  star  has  uo  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue  ; but  it  appears  to  be  the 
nearest  to  the  poaition  of  the  star  that  is  designated  by  the  letter  n in  Bayer's  map : there  being 
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much  cuniuftion  in  the  place  of  the  star,  cuppoaed  to  be  that  star,  in  Ptolem}’,  Ulugh  Beigh^ 
and  Tycho.  1 have  therefore  retained  it  here. 

1^90.  — BmUs.  Obaeryed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  after  12*  IS*  49^;  again  on  April  3, 
1701,  at  12*  4“  lO*;  and  again  on  May  15,  1702,  at  9*  28*  25\  It  is  Piaazi  XIII.  195. 

1892.  — Canum  Venaitcorum.  Obacrved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  II*  20“  1* ; and 
regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  toI.  23,  page  370.  The  star  is  also  inserted  in  Halley's 
edition  of  1712 ; from  which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  1 know  not  why 
it  was  afterwards  rejected.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hiit.  Cel.  page  339,  at 
13*  38*  20*A  mag.  6^. 

1894.  — Canum  Venaitcorum,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  11*20“  46*;  and 
regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  370.  The  star  is  also  inserted  in  Hslley’s 
edition  of  1712,  from  which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  I know  not  why  it 
was  afterwards  rejected.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  LaUnde  in  //<>/.  CeJ.  page  339,  at 
13*  38*  28*,  mag.  6. 

1896.  -—Canum  Venaticorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  at  12*6*  14*;  and 
regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  334.  It  is  to  be  found  in  BeaseFs  zone. 
No.  413,  at  1.3*  41"  9*, 74,  mag.  8. 

1898.  — Canum  Fenaii corum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  1 1*21“  51‘;  again 
on  March  31,  1701,  at  12*  18*  II';  and  again  on  April  3,  at  12*  6”  33*.  It  ia  also  inserted 
in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712;  from  which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  It  ia 
to  be  found  in  Bessel’s  tone  No.  413,  at  13*  41*  2T,27,  mag.  7. 

1 9()0.  6 Booiis  e.  Flamsteed  has  crroncoiuly  annexed  the  letter  c to  10  Bootu,  instead  of  this  star, 
to  which  it  properly  belongs. 

1901 . — Bootis.  Obacrved  by  Flimsteed  on  May  15,  1702,  at  9^  31*  18*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
, by  Lalandcin  Hist.  Cei  page  71,  at  13*40“  26*,5,  mag.  7. 

1904.  — Camtm  Venaticorwn.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  11*  24*  33*.  It  is 
the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  61,  at  13*  41*  19*,  mag.  7. 

1905.  — Canum  Venaticorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  11*  24"  .36*.  It  it 
the  star  observed  by  Ualandc  in  Hitt.  Cel.  page  61,  at  13*  41"  23*,  mag.  5|. 

1906.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  at  12*  20"  58*.  It  it  Piazzi  XIII. 
228. 

1907.  — Canum  yenaticorum.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  16,  1694,  at  U*  25"  15*.  It  is 
the  star  o1)served  by  Lalande,  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  61,  at  13*  43*  2*,5. 

1910.  91  Virginis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13, 1703,  at  9^  41*  I(T;  and  reduced  by  him 
in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33.  But  I suspect  that  there  is  an  error  of  2"  in  recording  the  time 
of  transit ; and  that  41"  should  be  43".  Unfortunately  the  original  MS  entry  does  not  exist  r 
but,  in  the  MS  transcript  (MSS,  voL  16)  it  is  as  in  the  printed  copy.  If  we  adopt  this  su]»- 
poacd  reading,  the  star  will  correspond  with  92  Virginisy  and  consequently  its  |>osition  in  the 
British  Caiaioguv  as  here  given  should  be  cancelled:  as  no  such  slur  exists. 

1911.  Bootis.  Obacrved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  at  12*  10*  59*;  and  regularly  reduced 
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by  him  in  MSS,  toI.  23,  page  334  ; but  omitted  in  hit  livt  of  the  atftrv  in  Booiet  in  page  406  of 
the  Mime  volume.  It  it  Puuzi  XIII.  235. 

1917.  — Canutn  Fmoficorwji.  ObBervitl  by  FUmateed  on  Ajml  3,  1701,  at  12^  14“  17*:  and 
regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  334.  It  ia  the  star  ubser>ed  by  Laiaude  in 
Hist.  Cel.  page  162,  at  13*'46"’33*,  mag.  7. 

1918.  10  Draamis  i.  This  is  the  same  star  as  87  Uts€P  Majoris. 

1919.  48  WydrtF.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  BritUh  C«I*iA>5rwe  is  205®  54' 0".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  28,  1711,  at  10**  40“  28',  and  reducetl  by  him  in  MSS, 
vul.  26  C,  page  34.  On  comparing  the  time  of  transit  with  that  of  47  Hydue,  which  imme- 
diately preceded  it,  it  will  l>c  seen  that  some  gross  error  has  been  committed  in  the  reduction  ; 
as  the  right  Mcension  cannot  be  mure  than  205°  41'  15",  which  is  the  value  I have  adopted  in 
the  present  catalogue. 

1920.  10  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  SriiirA  Co/a/<>7ue  it -1-23°  12' 30" : which  is 

deduced  from  the  observation  made  on  April  25,  1693,  at  lO**  51“  4* : and  which  has  been 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  voL  23,  page  3.35.  But  whilst  he  has  corrected  the  declination  of  all 
the  other  atars,  observed  on  that  day,  for  precession  (see  page  406  of  the  same  volume),  he  bar 
left  this  uncorrected.  I have  therefore  added  I'  to  the  value  above  given.  Flamsteed  has 
annexed  the  letter  e to  this  star ; but  it  will  not  accord  with  the  star  so  designated  in  Bayer's 
map,  either  in  position  or  niagmmde.  See  the  Note  to  No.  1900. 

]923.  — Booiif.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13,  1704,  at  O’*  43“  28':  but  1 cannot  6nd  any 
star  that  will  correspond  thereto.  M.  Argelander  has  suggested  that  if  the  obsenation  were 
made  to  the  north  of  the  zenith,  it  would  agree  with  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Ilift.  Cel. 
page  390,  at  1 s'*  43"  37',  mag.  5^;  hut  there  is  nothing  in  the  MS  entry  to  warrant  this 
reading. 

1923.  11  B<y>tis.  In  the  ob^rvation  of  this  star  on  March  31,  1701,  at  12^  30“  .33*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a companion  preceding  it;  which  M.  Argelander  supposes  to  be  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  335,  at  13^  51“  4%  mng.  8. 

lf)24.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamstcixl  on  March  31,  1701,  after  1 2"  30“  3.3* ; and  again  on 
April  3,  at  12"  19"  28*,  both  of  which  have  been  r^ilarly  reduced  b)'  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
pages  332  and  334,  but  not  inserted  in  his  lut  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Bootes^  in  page  406 
•>f  the  same  volume.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  69,  at  13"  51“  26‘,3, 
rang.  7. 

1925.  49  Hydret  v.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  207°  4'  30".  There 
are  3 observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed;  the  6rst  of  which  however  (May  .3,  1692,  after 
10"  18"  2*)  appears  to  be  the  only  one  completely  reduced  by  him,  in  MSS,  vol-  23,  page  231 ; 
but  os  the  exact  time  is  not  given,  the  right  asceusion,  in  his  list  of  stars  in  pt^^  276  in  Ihc 
same  volume,  is  given  only  approximately  =s  207®.  The  observation  on  April  28,  1711,  at 
10"  46"  29*,  reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34,  shows  that  an  error  of  more  than  8'  has  been 
ciimmitted.  The  star  is  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712 ; from  which  the  right  ascension 
in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken. 

1926.  — Virgims.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1712.  at  56"  11'.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  160,  at  13"  53"  40*, 5,  mag.  7J. 
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1926  S Cmtauri  5.  There  appears  to  be  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination  of 
— (/',820 ; which  will  reduce  the  difference  of  declination  to  -~14",6. 

1927-  — BooUs.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  at  12^32"  19*;  and  again  on 
April  3,  at  12^  20"  41*;  both  of  which  have  been  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  toI.  23, 
pages  332  and  334,  but  not  inserted  in  his  list  of  slars  in  the  constellation  Booies^  in  page  406 
of  the  same  volume.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  69,  at  13^  52"  36*, 5, 
mag.  7. 

1931.  — Virginis.  Obaened  by  Flamsteed  on  April  24,  1712,  at  lO*"  58"  10*.  It  a Piazzi  XIIl. 
300=  501  Mayer. 

1932.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  after  12^  30"  10*;  and  again  on 
April  3,  at  12*'  23“  30*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIII.  296. 

1933.  96  Virginis.  If  we  compare  the  difference  inthe  zcnilhdistanceof  this  star  and  x FiV^ntr, 
oWrved  on  the  same  days,  it  will  appear  that  an  errur  of  30^'  has  been  made  in  the  declina- 
tion: which  would  reduce  the  difference  from  Bradley’s  value  to  -f37",5.  In  the  British 
CaUsiogue  this  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude  : but  in  llie  obaervatious  it  is  desigtiated 
as  of  the  Gth ; which  1 have  here  retained. 

1934.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  at  12^  36“  10*:  and  regularly 

reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  332;  but  not  included  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constel- 
lation Bootes  in  page  406  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cei. 
page  69,  at  13*  56"  31*A  7J. 

1935.  50  Hydnr.  The  observation  of  this  star  made  on  May  19,  1691,  at  9*  35“  37*,  has  been 
reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol,  23,  page  119:  and  in  turning  the  right  ascension  in  time, 
into  the  right  ascension  in  space,  he  has  made  an  error  of  1^,  whence  has  arisen  the  introduction 
of  1 Lihra  into  the  British  Catalogue:  whose  position  as  there  given  is  Al=209°46'  30'\ 
.and  D = — 25®  46'  45” ; but  which  consequently  docs  not  exist. 

1936.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  at  12*  27"  23* ; and  again  on  May  14, 
1704,  at  9*  50"  I*;  the  first  of  which  has  been  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
page  334 ; but  not  inserted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  cunstcllarion  Bootes^  in  page  406  of  the 
same  volume,  ft  is  Piazzi  XIII.  316. 

1937.  11  Draconisa.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  2nd  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue  : 
but  in  the  original  entries  it  is  designated  once  as  the  3rd  and  once  as  the  4th.  I have  there* 
fore  taken  the  mean. 

1938.  97  Virginis.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  in 
the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  7th  ; which  1 have  therefore  retained. 

1940.  98  Virginis  x.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  April  29,  1690,  at  10^  42"  26*,  it  is  stated 
by  Flamsteed  that  it  has  a companion  preceding  it,  at  45*  distant. 

1941.  — Virginis.  Obsened  by  Flamsteed  on  April  29,  1690,  after  10*  42*  26*.  It  is  pro- 
bably Piazzi  XIV.  12. 

1943.  — Hydra.  Observed  by  FLamsteed  on  May  3,  1692,  at  10*  34".  It  is  No.  387  Hydra  in 
Bode’s  great  catali^e,  observed  by  V’idal : and  is  to  be  found  also  in  Lacaille's  Ccelum 
Ausiraie. 
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1944.  — Bootis.  Obcerved  by  Flamtt«ed  o«  April  3,  1101,  at  12**  29*  34* ; and  regtilarly  reduced 
hv  him  in  MSS,  toI.  23,  page  334  ; but  not  included  in  his  li»t  of  start  in  the  constellation 
Bootet  in  page  406  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piaxzi  XIV.  16. 

1948.  — Bootu.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3. 1101,  at  12^  31"  b6’;  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  3.34  ; but  not  inserted  by  him  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constel- 
tadon  Di'fiytei  in  (Mge  406  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  l^lande  in  Hist.  Cel. 
page  165,  at  14*  4"  IT,  mag.  1^. 

1949.  — B<‘Otis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Feb.  14,  1690,  at  15*37*49^.  U ia  the  star 
observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  CSl.  page  11,  at  14*  6*  '13*,  mag.  1.  It  was  also  obsenrd  by 
Bradley,  and  ia  No.  1848  in  hit  catalogue.  Owing  to  the  proper  motion  of  Arcturus,  it  now 
passes  o/ler  that  star. 

1950.  16  Bootis  X.  There  appears  to  be  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination,  of 
— 1^945;  which  will  reduce  the  difference  of  declination  to  — 7",8. 

1952.  17  Bootis  X.  In  the  oriyinai  entries  of  the  observ  ations  of  this  star,  it  is  designated  once  as 
of  the  3rd  magnitude,  once  as  the  5th,  and  once  as  4^. 

1953.  101  Virffinis  The  declination  of  this  star  in  il»e  British  Catalogue  ia  + 17®  42'  50" : but 
no  etor,  correspuuding  thereto,  is  to  be  found  in  Flamsteed’s  Historia  Caslestis^  or  in  the 
heavens.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  25,  1093,  at  11*  9“  34*;  and  he  has 
made  an  error  of  1°  in  the  process  of  reducing  the  declination,  which  I have  here  corrected.  1 1 
is  the  star  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  CH.  page  74,  at  14*  7*  45*,7,  mag.  6|. 

1955.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  the  6nt  after  12*48"  IT;  and 
again  on  April  3,  at  12*  35"  35';  the  latter  of  which  waa  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  334 ; but  not  inserted  in  his  list  of  the  stars  in  the  constellatinn  Bootes,  in  page 
406  the  aame  volume.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalonde  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  289,  at 
14*  7"  25', 5,  mag.  7 ; and  page  9,  at  14*  7"  31* : in  which  last  obaervation  the  3rd  wire  should 
he  read,  instead  of  the  2nd. 

1959.  — Boohs  A.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  at  12*  48"  17';  again  on  May 
13,  1704,  at  10*  3"  0*;  and  again  on  the  following  day,  at  9*  59"  12*;  the  first  of  which  only 
has  been  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  332,  but  not  inserted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the 
contlellatiou  Cooler  in  page  406  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  45  = (16  Hev.) 
Bootis.  It  ia  designated  by  the  letter  A in  Bayer’s  map;  which  I have  here  retained. 

1961.  51  Hydra.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  — 26®  28'  20".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  3,  1692,  at  10*  42"  4*;  and  regularly  and  correctly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  p«^e  231 : but  in  copying  it  into  the  list  of  stars  in  the  coustellaiion 
Hydra,  in  page  276  in  the  same  volume,  he  has  made  an  error  of  10'  in  the  declination,  which 
I have  here  corrected. 

1962.  — Bootis.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  after  12*  39"  41*.  It  ia  the  star  men- 
tioned in  the  Af.  m.  de  CAcad.  for  1790,  page  378,  at  14*  10"  6*,  mag.  7. 

1963.  3 Ursa  Minoris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  BriHsh  Catalogue  is  211®  24'  0". 
It  was  obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  10,  1704,  at  12*  9"  lO';  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  26  A,  page  25.  But  in  the  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  a mistake  of  l(f ; I have 
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therefore  deducted  3'  from  the  above  value.  The  light  aaceniion  however  rouat  be  dimi- 
nished nearly  liy  more,  iu  order  to  correspond  with  modern  observations. 

1964.  103  Virginis  u*.  Tliereis  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  v,  in  Bayer's  map:  but  as 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  102  VirginiSf  or  to  the  present  star,  Flajn- 
atced  has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  here  retained. 

1965.  — Booli4.  Observed  by  Flaiusteedon  April  3,  1701,  at  12"  38"  20*;  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  hfSS,  vol.  23,  page  3.34  ; but  not  inserted  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation 
BooteSi  ill  page  406  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  50.  It  waa  also  uliservcd  by 
Bradley,  and  is  No.  1856  in  his  catalogue. 

1957.  Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  at  12^39"  41*;  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  334 ; but  not  inaertod  in  his  list  of  stars  m the  constellation 
Bootefi  in  page  406  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  to  be  found  in  Mtrm.  de  PAcad.  for  1790, 
page  .377,  at  14"  11"  5P,2,  mag.  7i- 

1968.  Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  25,  1693,  at  11"  15"  4';  again  on  May  13, 
1704,  at  10"  5*  32*i  and  again  on  the  next  day  at  10"  1“  45*, 5.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  69  = 
(18  Hev.)  Bootis. 

1969.  ~ Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  14,  1704,  at  10"  2*"  19*.  It  is  supposed  by 
Mias  Herschel  to  be  the  same  as  No.  1971  of  the  present  catalogue:  but  it  is  probably 
Piazzi  XIV.  71- 

1970.  — Booth.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  25,  1693,  at  II"  15"  40*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XIV.  72. 

1971.  — Booth.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  25,  1693,  at  11*  15"  46*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV. 
73  = (19  Hev.)  Booth. 

1972.  — Booth.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13,  1704,  at  10^  6"  28*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  75. 

1974.  4 Ursa  Afinoris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  213°  46'  30". 

There  are  3 observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed : but  that,  from  which  he  deduced  that  right  ascen- 
sion, waa  made  on  April  10,  1704,  at  12"  15"  15*;  as  maybe  seen  in  MSS, vol.  26 A,  pigt  25, 
and  C,  page  21.  And  it  will  then  be  found  that  the  degrees  should  be  212  instead  of  213  ; 
I have  therefore  deducted  from  the  right  ascension  in  the  British  C<^alogue.  1 would 
further  remark  that  the  right  aaeension  as  deduced  per  dhtantias  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  22, 
ia  212° 46' 40";  and  that  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712, it  is  212^47' 0".  This  star  Udeaignated 
by  the  letter  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have 
here  rejected  it. 

1976.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  thcsecond  after  12"  39“  41*.  It  was 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist  CH,  page  164,  at  14"  15"  26*,5,  msg.  7. 

1977.  22  Booth  f.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Cataiogue : but  in 
the  obeervations  it  is  designated  as  the  6th;  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

i960.  — Booth.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3, 1701, all2"44“36*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hut.  CH.  page  9,  at  14"  16"  0*,  mag.  6. 

1991.  — Virginis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  29,  1690,  at  10"  58*  9*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XIV.  96. 
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1983.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamitced  on  April  3,  1701,  12*'  4T"  12*.  It  i*  the  etw  obeerved 

by  Lftlande  in  Hitt.  Cet.  page  164,  at  14^  19“  13*, 7,  mag.  6J. 

1984.  — Booiis.  Ubacrrcd  by  Flamiteed  on  April  3,  1701,  at  12^48“21*.  It isPiazzi XIV.  103. 

1987.  26  Bootis.  This  itar  it  omitted  in  Flamtteed*t  map  of  Bootes. 

I9HH,  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flaratteed  on  March  31,  1701,  after  IS**  1“  24* ; and  again  on 
April  3,  at  12**  50“  22*.  It  it  the  atar  observed  by  Lalaude  in  Hist.  CH.  page  335,  at 
14"  23“  35*,  mag  6. 

1991.  — Bootis.  Olwcrved  by  Flamatecd  on  April  3,  1701,  tlie  first  after  II?*  52“  57*.  It  w the 
star  observed  by  I^alande  in  Hht.  CH.  page  162,  at  14"  24“  56*,5,  mag.  7. 

199'2.  — Bootis.  Obaenred  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  the  second  after  12"  52"  57*-  It  is 
the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Ctl.  page  164,  at  14"  24“  59*. 5,  mag.  7]^. 

1993.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  the  third  after  12"  52“  5T.  It  it 
Piazzi  XIV.  128. 

199.7.  — Lihr<p.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  18,  1715,  at  11"  58"  44*;  and  again  on  the 
following  day  at  11"  54"  53'.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  137  = 577  Mayer. 

1996.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  after  12"  58"  21*.  I cannot  find  the 
star  in  any  catalogue:  but  M.  Argclandcr  says  that  8 ohservatioua  of  it  at  Abo  make  its  posi- 
tion for  1830,  M=  14"  28"  42*,B9  and  D = + 50°  6'  46",3. 

1997-  4 Librof.  This  is  tlte  same  star  as  53  H^tlrtr:  whose  position  in  the  British  CiUalogur 
is  = 216°  23'  30"  and  D = — 23°  38'  50".  But  that  right  ascension  is  erroneous,  and 
should  be  the  same  as  4 hibrtif;  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  32,  page  231. 

1999.  30  Bootis  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  May  27,  1692,  at  9"  27"  52*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a companion  preceding  it  to  the  south : which  is  probably  Piazzi  XIV.  145. 

2001.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aprils,  1701, at  58“  21*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  i>age  8,  at  14"  29"  28*, 3,  mag.  5. 

2004.  33  Bootis.  This  star  is  called  h'  by  Flamsteed  ; but  there  ia  only  one  star  deaignated  by 
that  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  which  is  38  Bootis.  1 have  therefore  rejected  it  here.  The  present 
star  is  in  Bayer's  map;  but  without  any  letter  anneaed. 

2005.  54  Wydrtp.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  BrUish  Catalogue  — 24°  Itf  45";  and  it 
is  deduced  from  the  observation  made  on  May  3,  1692,  at  11"  4“  50*.  Flamsteed  has  taken 
the  reading  per  tineas  diagonates  as  the  measure  of  the  zenith  distance:  but  a comparison  with 
modem  observations  shows  that  the  reading  per  strias  cochlea  is,  in  this  case,  the  moat  correct : 
and  as  it  differs  4'  45"  from  the  former.  1 have  deducted  that  value  from  the  declination  given 
by  Flamsteed. 

2006.  5 Ursa  Minoris.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  u,  in  the  British  Catalogue .-  but,  as 
there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

201.3.  — Bootii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  at  13"  1“  51*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cil  page  164,  at  14"  .33“  49*, 5,  mag.  7. 

2016.  36  Bootix  I.  Besides  the  4 observations  of  this  star,  indicated  by  Miss  Hcrschei,  there  ia 
anotlier  on  April  6,  169l|  at  12"  4"  53*:  and  which  she  has  supposed  to  be  another  and  a 


Digitized  by 


Note*  to  th^  British  Catalogue. 

different  •ter»  No.  48  in  her  caulo^e,  end  No.  397  in  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars. 
But,  on  examining  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  toI.  5)  I think  the  cause  of  the  error  is 
manifest.  I n the  first  place  it  is  there  stated  that  all  the  transits  of  the  stars,  after  the  passage 
of  Polaris,  till  the  transit  of  the  moon  on  that  day,  were  made  by  a Mr.  (barter;  and  we  find 
that  all  the  stars  so  observed  by  him,  were  stars  of  considerable  magnitude : and  it  is  distinctly 
stated  that  the  star  in  question  was  » Bootis^  although  this  is  not  mentioned  in  the  printed  copy - 
Secondly,  there  U evidently  an  error  in  the  Hour  of  the  first  two  observations  made  by  him, 
which  should  He  12^  23"  18^*  and  13"  4"  b3*.  It  ia  true  that  this  latter  value  will  not,  even 
with  thia  correction,  correspond  with  s Bootis ; but  we  may  readily  imagine,  with  M.  Argelander, 
that  the  figures  should  be  inverted,  and  that  we  may  read  13"  53"  4* ; or  that  some  other  error 
in  recording  the  time  has  been  made  by  a novice  in  the  art  of  observing. 

2017.  — BootU.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  after  13^  I*  51*;  and  again  on  May 
16,  1702,  at  10"  23"  52*.  It  ia  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CeL  page  161,  at 
14"  35"  16\4,  mag.  CJ. 

2018.  — Virgjinit.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13,  1704,  at  10"  29"  2*;  and  again  on  the 
following  day  at  10"  25"  14*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  ISO. 

2019.  6 Libra.  This  is  the  same  star  as  58  Hydra : whose  position  in  the  British  Cataiogtie  is 
M = 218°  I'  15"  and  D = - 26°  37'  50". 

2021.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3, 1701,  at  13"  4“  54*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  179. 

2024.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  after  13"  4"  54*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  182. 

2025.  10  Libra.  Tlic  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  CataJogue  is  — 17°  I'  45".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  15,  1700,  at  10"  31"  55* : and  on  comparing  its  zenith  distance 
with  that  of  other  stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  error  of  1'  has  been 
made ; which  I have  here  corrected. 

2028.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  at  13"  8"  37*;  and  again  on  May  16, 
1702,  at  10"  29"  2*.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  I.Alande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  9,  at  14"  39"'  58*, 
and  page  289,  at  14"  40"  26*,5,  mag.  6. 

3030.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13, 1704,  at  10"  34"  30* ; and  again  on  the 
following  day  at  10"  30"  47*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  193  = (32  Ilev.)  Bootis. 

2033.  Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  at  13"  9"  56*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  154,  at  14"  42"  25*, 5,  mag.  6. 

2036.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  27.  1692,  after  9"  39"  .34*.  M.  Argelander 
thinks  it  is  the  star  observed  by  I^alandc  in  Hist.  CH.  page  353,  at  14"  47"  52*,2,  mag.  8.  In 
the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  it  is  said  to  tranait  poulo  post  pracedentem  (i.  e.  after 
38  Boorif). 

2037.  15  Libra  p.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  in  Bayer’s  map : but,  as  it 
may  he  dmibtful  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  13  Lihray  or  to  ibe  present  star,  Flamsteed 
bu  annexed  it  to  each,  and  which  I have  here  retained. 

2044.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  the  first  after  13"  29"  34*;  and 
again  on  April  3,  at  13"  15“  59*.  M.  Argelander  aays  that  it  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande 
in  Hist,  CiL  page  161,  at  14"  47*  44*,5,  m^.  7^:  where  the  zenith  distance  should  be 


Digitized  by  Google 


598 


Notei  to  the  Britieh  Catalogue. 


6‘*  5V  6"  ioctead  of  CP  59'  6" : and  that  it  ta  alao  in  Beaaeri  xone  No.  472,  at  14^49*  55', 06. 
It  wu  likevue  obtcned  bj  M.  Argelander  himaelf,  who  makea  ita  poution  for  1830, 
M srU"  49"  SS'.OS  and  D = + 41®  4^  31''^. 

2046.  6 Ursa  ifinortj.  The  declination  of  this  aUr  in  the  British  Caiaiogvf  U + 73°  14'  30". 
It  was  obaerved  hy  Flamsteed  on  April  iO,  1704,  at  12^  48"  16';  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
Tol.  23,  page  430.  But  in  the  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  a mistake  of  I\  which  1 have 
here  corrected. 

2048.  20  Libra.  This  star  » called  y in  the  British  Catalog : which  letter  is  also  affixed  to 
38  Libra t to  which  it  properly  belongs.  The  present  star  is  the  y Scotjni  of  Bayer ; and 
therefore  1 have  rejected  the  letter  here. 

2049.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  at  13^  29"  34*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV. 
235. 

2050.  110  yirgirUi.  Tliis  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but, 
in  the  original  entries,  it  is  designated  once  as  the  4th,  once  as  4]^,  and  once  as  the  5th  : 1 
have  therefore  taken  the  mean. 

2051.  — BoolU.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  the  second  after  13^  29"  34';  again 
on  April  3,  at  IS**  19"  14’;  and  again  on  May  16,  1702,  at  39"  42*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Ckl.  page  9,  at  H"*  50"  28*,  mag.  7. 

2056.  — Bootis,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  March  31,  1701,  the  third  after  13"  29"  34*;  and 
again  on  April  3,  at  13"  21"  49*.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  de  PAcad.  for 
1790,  page  375,  at  14"  53"  27*,  mag.  7 ; and  again  in  page  377,  at  14"  53"  32*, 6,  mag.  6. 

2058.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13,  1704,  at  10"  48"  43*;  and  again  on  the 
next  day,  at  10"  44"  54*,5.  It  is  Piazzi  XIV.  263. 

2060.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  after  13"  26"  54*;  and  again  on 
May  16,  1702,  at  10"  44"  16*.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Ckl,  page  353,  at 
14"  56"  24‘,  mag.  7. 

2061.  7 Ursa  Minor  is  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  has  been  determined  per  distaniias  : 
and  the  computation  is  to  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  22. 

2062.  44  Bootis  i.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  4-  48°  51'  30";  which 
is  deduced  from  the  obienation  made  by  Flamsteed  on  May  5,  1692,  at  11"  21"  13*:  but  in 
the  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  great  conftision  in  the  figures;  and  although  he  has 
ultimately  obtained  the  above  value,  it  is  evident  that  an  error  of  P has  been  made,  which  I 
have  here  corrected.  In  the  British  Catalogue,  this  star  is  not  denoted  by  any  letter:  but 
Bayer  calls  it  t;  ar>d  on  referring  to  the  earliest  MS  catalogue,  in  MSS,  vol.  25, 1 find  that  it 
is  there  so  designated ; and  I have  therefore  restored  the  letter.  Flamsteed  has  marked  it  as  of 
the  6th  magnitude : but  in  the  observation  book  it  is  designated  always  as  the  5th ; which  I 
have  here  adopted. 

2064.  24  JJhra  i'.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  3^  magnitude  in  the  British  Cataiogtse ; but  in 
the  original  entries  it  is  designated  twice  as  the  5th,  and  once  as  the  6th.  I have  therefore 
altered  the  reading. 

2065.  — Libra.  Observed  by  Flamateed  on  Msy  5,  1691,  at  1 1"  27"  48* : and  regularly  reducctl 
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by  him  m MSS,  toI.  23,  ptge  111;  but  omitted  in  hU  liet  of  start  in  the  constelktioo  Lihra^ 
In  page  128  of  the  tame  volume.  It  is  tbe  star  observed  by  Laknde  in  Hist.  Cet.  page  342, 
at  IS"  1*  3(y,5,  mag.  1. 

2067.  47  BooHs  k.  The  right  ttcenaion  is  not  affixed  to  this  aUr  in  the  British  Catalogue ^ 
although  there  arc  4 observatioDs  of  it  by  Flamsteed ; all  of  which  he  has  reduced  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  332-335  : but  has  omitted  to  insert  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Bootes^ 
in  pi^  406  of  the  same  volume;  probably  on  accomit  of  an  error  of  1“  in  the  computation  of 
the  first  observation.  The  right  ascension  however  is  given  by  Halley  in  his  edition  of  1712; 
from  which  tbe  value  in  the  present  caUlogue  is  taken.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star 
in  the  British  Catnlo^e : but  it  is  designated  by  the  letter  k in  Bayer’s  msps.  I hive  there- 
fore annexed  that  letter  here. 

2068.  23  Libra.  The  right  ascension  of  Oils  star  in  the  British  Catalo^e  is  222®  25’  0".  It  wss 
observed  hy  Flamsteed  on  May  19, 1711,  at  10^  31™  36*;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  26  C,  page  34 : but  on  compariug  its  time  of  transit  with  that  of  other  stars  observed  on 
the  same  day  it  is  evident  that  an  error  of  nearly  6”  has  been  committed,  which  1 have  here 
corrected.  It  is  Piazzi  XV.  5 ; which  he  has  considered  to  be  a star  in  Scorpio. 

2070  25  Libra  <*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map;  but  at  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belonged  to  this  star,  or  to  24  Lshra^  Flamsteed  lias 
annexed  it  to  each;  which  1 have  here  retained. 

2072.  — Bootis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  3, 1701,  at  13^  29™  44*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  162,  at  15*  1*  48*.  mag.  7j. 

2073.  — BooHs.  Observed  hy  Flamsteed  on  April  3,  1701,  after  13'' 29™  44*.  It  it  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  166,  at  15*  2™  16*, 3,  mag.  7^. 

2074.  2 Lupi  i.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5 1 mi^itude,  in  the  British  Caialogur : but.  in 
the  original  entries  it  is  designated  once  as  the  4th,  snd  twice  as  the  5th ; I have  therefore 
altered  it 

2077.  8 Ursa  Minoris.  The  position  of  this  star  in  tbe  British  Catalogue  is  ^ a 224®  47' 
and  D =a  4-  76®  57'  40".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  10,  1704,  at  13*  3"  43* ; 
and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  25.  But,  in  the  steps  of  the  process  he  hss  com* 
mitted  two  errors.  In  the  first  plsce  he  has  made  a mistake  of  1™  in  the  right  ascension ; and 
1 have  therefore  added  15'  to  the  value  above  stated.  Secondly,  he  has  made  a mistake  of  SO* 
in  the  declination,  which  I have  deducted  from  the  above  value  These  correcCioDS  being 
made,  the  star  is  Piazzi  XIV.  283.  The  right  ascension,  however,  (like  most  of  tbe  stars 
observed  on  the  same  day),  is  still  Una  great  by  about  ID'. 

2079.  9 Ursa  Afi'nortV.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  roust  be  diminished  about  6'  in  order  to 
correspond  with  modem  observations. 

2081.  — Lupi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  3,  1692,  at  11*  38”  53*;  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  121.  It  u also  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712;  frcmi 
which,  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  It  is  Piszzi  XV.  34;  which  he  calls 
Lupi;  although  there  is  no  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer's  map. 

2084.  — Lupi.  Observed  by  Flaiusteed  on  May  3,  1692,  at  1 1*  40™  T ; and  regularly  reduced  by 
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him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  121.  It  it  also  interted  in  Halley*t  edition  of  1712  ; from  which, 
die  position  in  the  present  catalogue  it  taken.  It  it  Piazxi  XV.  42;  which  he  calls  Lupt. 
Sec  the  Note  to  No.  2081. 

2087.  — Uooiis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13,  1704,  at  ll''  2”*  7*;  and  again  on  the  next 
day  at  10^  58"  18*.  It  it  Piazzi  XV.  36  = (44  Hev.)  Booiis. 

2089.  30  9*.  There  it  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  o in  Bayer’t  map:  hut  at  it 

may  be  doubted  whether  that  letter  belongs  to  29  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed 

has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

2092-  7 Serpentit.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  Briiith  Catahgue  it  + 13®  40^  40".  It  was 
ohserved  hy  Flamsteed  on  May  16,  1693,  at  57*  54*;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol. 
23,  p^^e  235.  But  iu  the  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  an  error  of  1',  which  I have  here 
corrected.  ' 

2094.  10  Ursa  3fiWir.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  (like  roost  of  those  observed  on  the 
same  day,  viz.  April  10,  1704)  must  be  dimi^shed  about  lO',  in  order  to  correspond  with 
modem  observationB. 

2097-  32  hihra  This  star  is  called  by  Flamsteed.  See  the  note  to  No.  2104,  below. 

2098.  0 Serpentit  rV  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Caiedogue : but  it  is  the 
6rst  of  the  group  of  8 sbera  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer*s  map ; I have  therefore  retained 
it  here.  See  the  Infroduetum,  page  399. 

2099.  33  Lihra  1^.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Ca/atoffue  is  —16°  lO'lS".  It 

was  observed  hy  Flamsteed  on  May  9,  1691,  at  11^  29"  4T;  and  the  declination  deduced  by 

him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  113,  is  from  the  reading  per  tineas  diagonates.  But  this  differs 
10'  from  that  per  strias  eochleay  which  appears,  from  modem  obseiTations,  to  be  the  correct 
reading.  I have  therefore  added  {O'  to  Flamsteed's  value.  This  star  is  called  ^ by  Flamsteed. 
S>ec  the  note  to  No,  2104,  below. 

2100.  51  Bnotis  p..  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  5,  1692,  at  11^  40*  ly;  and  regularly  re- 
duced by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  333,  where  the  right  ascension  is  deduced  equal  to 
228°  O’  45".  But  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  BooteSy  in  page  408  of  the  same 
volume,  thia  value  is  altered  to  228°  13'  0"  without  any  apparent  reason.  The  former  is  evi- 
dently the  more  correct  value,  as  the  present  right  ascension  must  be  diminished  4'  20", 5 in 
order  to  coiresjwnd  with  Bradley’s  observations. 

2102.  34  Libra  Thia  star  is  called  ^ by  Flamsteed.  See  the  note  to  No.  2104. 

2104-  35  Libra  ?*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  ? in  Bayer’s  map  ; but,  as  it  may 

be  doubted  whether  that  belongs  to  32, 33,  34  Lihray  or  to  the  present  star,  (or  perhaps  to  the 
whole  collectively)  Flamsteed  has  annexed  the  letter  to  each ; which  I have  here  retained. 
The  present  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  British  CatalagHe  : but  it  is  no 
where  so  designated  in  the  observations : on  the  contrary,  it  is  twice  stated  to  be  of  the  6th,  in 
the  ori^nai  entriea,  which  I have  therefore  here  adopted. 

2107.  12  Ursa  Minorit.  The  right  aacension  of  thU  star  is  not  given  in  the  British  Caialogta, 
neither  is  there  any  observation  of  it  recorded  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  Historic  CaUstis.  I 
find  however  by  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  430,  that  it  was  observed  on  April  10,  1704,  between 
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13*  21“  9*  ami  13^  25"  4'.  The  lime  of  transit  is  not  recorded:  but  the  uncorrecled  zenith 
distance  is  staled  to  be  20^  4V  41/'.  I have  assumed  an  approximate  value  for  the  right  ascen- 
sion, corresponding  with  modem  observations. 

2108.  31  Lihr/r.  'Hiia  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  BriVi.fA  Catalofpte:  but  in 
the  original  entries  it  is  twice  designated  as  5^ ; which  I have  here  adopted. 

2110.  — Lihrte.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  20,  1690,  at  l(/45"45‘;  and  regularly  re- 
duced by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  111;  but  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the 
constellation  Libra  in  page  128  of  the  same  volume,  it  is  given  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  : 
from  which,  the  |>usitiou  in  the  present  catalr^c  is  taken.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande 
in  Hht.  Cri.  page  288,  at  IS**  22"  53*, 4,  mag.  6. 

2111.  12  Serpentis  t*.  In  (he  observation  of  this  star  on  May  16,  1693,  at  11*  8"  1*,  Flamsteed 

remarks  tliat  it  has  a brighter  comjwinion  preceding  it,  about  30'  north.  This  is  probably 
Piazzi  XV.  89.  The  preseut  star  is  called  r*  in  the  Britith  Catatogw':  but  it  is  the  second 
of  the  group  of  8 stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Payer’s  map ; I have  therefore  altered 
Flamsteed’s  notation.  Sec  the  InlroducUon^  page  399.  , 

21 12.  12  Draeonis  t.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  nearly  9^  in  order  to 

correspond  «vith  modern  observations.  It  appears  also  that  the  declination  is  very  discordant. 
It  was  not  observed  with  the  mural  arc:  but  its  right  ascension  was  determined  by  means  of 
dislancfs  ftxjm  ^ Cygni  given  in  the  Hisioria  vol.  I,  page  72.  I cannot  discern  how- 

the  declination  was  determined ; as  the  first  star  caltecl  r Draconis  in  the  Hisioria  Ccelcstis^ 
vol.  1,  page  72,  is  % Herculis, 

21 14.  39  Libra.  1 These  arc  the  two  stars  designated  by  the  letter  o in  Bayer’s  map  of  Scorpio : 

2115.  40  Libra.  ' but  which  Flamsteed  has  inserted  in  the  constellation  Li^ro. 

2117.  Serpentis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  30,  1693,  at  10*  9"  19*;  and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  237  : but  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  the  list  of  stars  in 
the  constellation  Serpens  iu  page  302  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piazzi  XV.  114. 

2120.  — Corona  Boreaiit.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  4,  1691,  at  52“  4a*:  I cannot 
find  however  any  star  that  will  coiresjioud  thereto.  M.  Argclander  supposes  that  there  may 
be  an  error  in  registering  the  reading  per  strias  cochlea : and  that  the  reading  should  he 
432*06,  instead  of  532*06 : in  which  case  it  would  agree  with  9 Corona  Borealis.  In  the 
original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Clowes  alone  made  the  observation,  at 
the  same  time  correcting  the  clock.  So  that  it  is  not  unlikely  that  some  error  baa  keen  com- 
mitted. 

2122.  53  Bootis  v*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  v in  Bayer’s  map:  but  as  it  may 
be  doubted  whether  it  belongs  to  this  star  or  to  52  Bootis,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  the  letter  to* 
each ; and  which  I have  therefore  aduptoi. 

2125.  13  Ursa  Minoris  y.  The  right  aacension  of  thia  star  has  been  determined  per  distantias : 
and  the  computation  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  22. 

3127.  15  Serpentis  t*.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Caiaiogue:  but  it  is 
the  third  of  the  group  of  8 stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map:  I have  therefore 
annexed  the  corresponding  letter.  Sec  the  Introduction,  page  399. 
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2130.  n Strpentu  r*.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  thia  atar  in  the  Briliih  Cadalogve  : but  it  is 
the  fourth  of  the  group  of  8 stars,  designated  as  r in  Bayer's  ntap ; I have  therefore  annexcul 
the  corresponding  letter.  Sec  the  IniroHuctiont  page  399. 

2131.  1 8 T*.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  BritfrA  Ca(a/o;j«e  is  + ly  10".  It 

was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  16,  1693,  at  11^  12“  21*;  and  correctly  reduced  by  him  in 
MSS,  vol.  33,  page  335.  It  is  also  correctly  inserted  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constella> 
tiun  Serpens^  in  page  302  of  the  same  volume:  the  declination  being  +1"'^  lO'  10":  and  also 
in  the  MS  copy  of  the  British  Calatogue^  (MSS,  vol.  27  B,)  which  was  used  by  the  printer. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  therefore  that  the  error  in  the  British  Caiaiogue  is  u typographical 
error;  which  I have  here  corrected.  In  the  British  Catalogue  it  is  called  t*;  but  it  is  the 
fifth  of  tire  group  of  8 stani  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer's  map  : I have  therefore  re- 
stored the  (Xtrrect  reading.  Sec  the  Introductiont  page  399. 

2133.  14  Ursa  Minoris.  There  is  no  right  ascension  annexed  to  this  ii>tar  in  the  British  Caialogue : 
but  I have  inserted  an  approximate  v^alue,  that  accords  nearly  with  modem  observations. 

2137.  54  Bootis  This  star  is  also  designated  as  Herculis  in  Baycr*s  map. 

2138.  19  7*.  This  star  it  called  in  the  BrifirA  CsUniogue:  but  as  it  is  the  sixth  of 

the  group  of  6 stars  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Baycr*s  map,  I have  changed  the  numtrer. 
See  the  Introduciionf  page  399. 

2139.  20  Serpentis  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caiaingue  is  + 13®  SO'  30".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  25,  1693,  at  12**  33”  55*:  but  in  reducing  the  zenith  dis- 
tance, in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  233,  be  has  made  an  error  of  1',  which  I have  here  corrected. 

2140.  7 Coronal  Borcaiis  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is 
231“  SO'  0".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  5»  1092,  at  11'*  55"  13*:  but  in  reducing 
the  right  ascension  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  339,  he  has  made  an  error  of  10*,  which  1 have 
here  corrected,  by  deduclitig  2'  30"  from  the  value  above  stated. 

2142.  22  Herpentis'^.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  it  is 
the  seventh  in  the  group  of  8 stars,  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map.  I have  there- 
fore inserted  it  here.  See  the  Introduction^  page  399. 

2143.  — Herculis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  I,  1702,  at  Itf*  23"  0*,  just  as  it  was  going 
out  of  the  held  of  the  telescope.  It  U Fiazzi  XV.  1.53. 

2148.  26  Serpentis  t*.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  it  ia 
the  last  in  the  grwip  of  8 stars,  designated  by  the  letter  r in  Bayer’s  map.  I have  therefore 
inaer!cd  it.  See  the  I ntroduetionf  page  399. 

2149.  5 Ltipi  X.  Obs4‘rvcd  by  Flamsteed  on  May  3,  1692,  at  12^  7*  51*;  and  reduced  by  him  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  121,  where  the  apparent  declination  comes  out  equal  to  — 32°  37'  45". 
It  is  evident  therefore  that  some  error  has  been  committed  in  reducing  this  value  to  the  epoch 
of  1600;  as  the  precession  could  nut  amount  to  45". 

2154  29  fWpetitis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 16“  28'  45".  It 
was  «jbservcd  by  Flamsteed  on  April  12,  1703,  at  13’’  34"  34*:  and  on  comparing  its  zenith 
distance  with  that  of  oilier  stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  it  will  be  ivcen  that  an  error  of 
2'  30"  has  been  made ; which  1 have  here  corrected.  There  is  no  recordol  observation  of  iu 
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mtgnUudc;  and  it  has  evidently  been  mistaken  far  some  other;  as  Piaazi  makca  it  of  the 
8th  only. 

2156.  31  Serp&ntis  v.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  April  25,  1693,  at  12^  39'"  35%  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a small  bright  companion  fallowing  it:  probably  Piazzi  XV.  176. 

2158.  34  Serpentis  w.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  May  17,  1693,  at  11^  19'*  52*,  there  is 
an  error  of  20*^  in  the  reading  of  the  zenith  distance  per  lineof  duufona/es  ; as  may  be  readily 
ascertained  by  comparing  it  with  Uie  reading  per  slrias  coefUea.  In  the  original  MS  entry, 
this  error  is  detected  and  corrected  in  the  margin  : but  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  235,  the  north 
polar  distance  is  deduced  from  the  incorrect  reading,  and  which  has  given  rise  to  the  star  33 
Serpentixf  wh<»c  position  in  the  UrUiik  Catalogue  is  233°  24'  45",  and  I)  = -p  17°  33'  10"  ; 
but  which  consequently  dues  not  exist. 

2164.  3 Scorpii.  This  star  is  called  /I*  by  Flamsteed  : but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by 
that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  which  is  2 Scorpii.  I have  therefore  rejected  it  here  on  account  of 
the  dilfercncc  of  magnitude. 

2166.  10  Corona  Borealis  $.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caialogue  is  +27®  7'  45". 
It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  27,  1692,  at  lO**  37"*  51*;  and  was  reduced  by  him  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  339.  But  in  copying  out  the  zenith  distance  from  the  observing  book,  he 
has  made  a mistake  of  5',  which  1 have  here  corrected. 

2169.  38  Serpentis  p.  This  star  is  markefl  as  of  the  3^  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue : but 
in  the  origituil  entry  it  is  designated  as  of  the  5th;  which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

2171.  39  Serpentis.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue : but 
in  the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  of  tlic  6|[;  which  1 have  therefure  retained. 

2173,  — Scorpii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  6,  1696,  at  12^  S'"  10*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalandc  in  l/ist.  Cel.  juigc  343,  at  lb**  46*”  10*,  mag.  6. 

2176.  48  Libra.  This  star  is  designated  as  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  there  is  no  star  so 
designated  in  Bayer's  map ; 1 has-e  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

2177.  Serpentis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  25,  1693,  at  11^47*34*;  and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  M.SS,  vol.  23,  i»ge  233.  It  ia  Piazzi  XV.  212. 

2178.  — Libra.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  21,  1700,  at  13**  2“  5*.  It  is  called  ^ Libra 
in  the  primed  copy  of  the  Historia  Calestis;  but  in  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  7) 
this  error  is  corrected.  We  6ml  also  there  a correetkm  of  the  zenith  distance;  and  that  64® 
17'  20",  1457  ’87,  should  be  64®  7'  20"  and  1453' 87  : so  that  M.  Argelander’s  conjectures  on 
this  subject  arc  fully  conEmied.  It  is  probably  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page 
346,  at  15^  48*"  0',5,  mag.  7^;  and  which,  as  M.  Argclandcr  remarks,  occurs  twice  in  Bessel’s 
Zones,  Nos.  246  and  249. 

2179.  15  Ursa  Min&ris  1 The  {Msition  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  iR  = 235®  17' 
30",  and  D =:  + 78°  lO'  10".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  10,  1704,  at  1^  45" 
49*;  auU  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  20  A,  page  25.  But  in  deducing  the  results  he  has 
made  two  errors.  For  he  has  assumed  this  star  as  his  determining  star  for  the  right  ascension  of 
other  stars  observed  on  Utc  samcday;and  taken  its  right  ascension  equal  to  IS**  41"9*+40*3 
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15‘41*  4!r  = 235“  2T  15";  and  in  Halley’a  edition  of  H12.  it  ia  235’  24'  50",  It  it 
evident  that  its  right  ascension  ought  nut  to  have  been  altered  without  altering  tdl  the  others 
that  have  been  detenuined  by  it:  which  would  produce  great  confusion.  I have  therefore 
restored  the  firiginal  value ; and  it  will  now  more  nearly  accord  with  nuxicm  ubservatious.  In 
the  computation  of  the  declination,  Flarai'tced  has  made  an  error  of  ICK,  which  1 have  also 
corrected.  Still  ^ere  ia  a greater  difl'erence  in  declination  than  there  ought  to  be.  The  ahove> 
mentioned  right  ascension,  of  15^  41*  9*,  has  been  de^luced  per  dihiantiat ; as  may  be  seen  in 
MSS,  Tol.  26  A,  page  22;  but  Flamsteed  has  there  used  the  errmieous  declination. 

2180.  I Hercutis  x-  Bayer*s  map,  x »■  designated  as  a star  of  the  4Ui  magnitude  : 

{>erha])a  it  was  the  tuiited  appearance  of  this  star  and  4 //erev/u,  which  gave  rise  to  such  a 
description. 

2183.  — Srryentis  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  25,  1693,  at  12**  49“  36* : and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  233.  It  is  Piazzi  XV.  222.  It  is  designated  by  the 
letter  io  Bayer's  map,  and  also  in  Flamsteed’s  observation;  which  I have  here  retained. 

2190.  3 Herntiit.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cataloqvc  is  iW  = 2.36®  15'  0",  and 
1)  =:+  5°  20'  50".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  8,  1703,  at  13^  57*  42*;  and 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  ]>age  343.  But,  in  copying  out  the  lime  of  transit,  he  has 
inadvertently  written  13**  57“  12*;  so  that  the  above  right  ascension  must  be  iueneased  7'  30"; 
which  is  accordingly  done  in  the  present  catalogue.  With  rcs|>ect  to  the  declination  it  appears, 
by  comparing  its  zenith  distance  with  that  of  the  preceding  and  following  stars  observed  on  the 
same  day,  that  an  error  of  alwut  V has  been  made  ; which  I have  also  here  corrcctol.  This 
star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Cataiogue:  but  in  the  olrservatiou 
book,  it  is  the  6th ; which  1 have  retained. 

2191.  42  Serpentis.  I cannot  find  any  observation  of  this  star  in  the  Hisforia  Coffestis:  nor  can 
I discover  that  such  a star  exists.  Its  introduction  into  the  British  Caiaioyup  may  have  arisen 
from  an  error  of  2**  in  the  computation  of  69  Ophiuchi : hut  I cannot  6nd  any  trace  of  it  in 
the  MSS. 

2192.  51  Libras,  This  star  is  called  ^ in  the  British  OUatoguc  : but  that  letter  has  been  already 
affixed  to  13  and  15  Librof.  It  is  the  ^ SrorptV  of  Bayer;  and  cons<»}ueutiy  ought  nut  to 
have  l>cen  introduced  into  this  constellation.  I have  therefore  rejected  the  letter  here. 

2193.  5 HerQulis  r.  This  star  is  said  to  be  of  the  3rd  magnitude  in  the  British  CtUaiogve : but 
in  the  MS  observations  it  is  said  to  l>e  of  the  6lti:  which  accords  with  modem  olmen-ations. 
I have  therefore  corrected  it. 

2200.  10  Scar^m  ur*.  There  is  but  one  star  d^ignated  by  the  letter  to  in  Bayer’s  map  : but,  as  it 
may  be  doubtful  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  9 Scorpiif  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed  has 
annexed  it  to  each ; which  I have  therefore  retained. 

22U3.  6 HercuUs  y.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  CaiaJn^e  is  238°  2P  0'':  but 
this  is  erroneous.  It  was  deduced  from  the  observation  ma^le  on  June  2, 1702,  at  lO^dO"  *19  ; 
and  was  regularly  reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  }>age  346 ; where  the  right  ascension  is  as  stated 
in  the  present  catalogue ; and  which  agrees  more  nearly  with  modem  observations. 

2208.  — Serpentis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  S,  1703,  the  second  after  14^  S'"  3T,  and 
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reduced  fay  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  jmge  33.  It  U Piazxi  XV.  283;  and  was  also  observed  fay 
Bradley. 

2209-  1 UerculU  a.  i Tlieae  positions  of  these  stars  do  not  actwd  with  those  in  Bayer’s  map,  inas- 

2211.  Heroilit  q.  ^ much  as  x is  there  represented  as  the  most  northerly  of  the  two.  The  latter 
star  is  marked  as  of  the  5^  magnitude,  in  the  British  Cuicdoqve:  hut,  in  the  original  entries, 
it  is  designated  twice  as  the  6th,  twice  as  the  7th,  and  only  once  as  the  5th ; 1 have  therefore 
taken  the  mean. 

2212.  15  Scarfui  'I*.  This  star  is  designated  fay  the  letter  in  the  British  Calaityqxie : hut  it  ought 
to  have  faecn  denoted  fay  the  letter  and  it  is  so  designateil  in  one  of  the  MS  catalogues.  It 
is  evidently  therefore  a typographical  error,  and  I have  accordingly  altered  it  The  letter  y 
projjerly  belongs  to  17  StorpU. 

2213.  16  .Sfiorpii.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  — 7®  37'  45".  It  was 
olwerved  by  Flamsteed  on  May  16,  1693,  at  II**  45“  35*:  and  reduced  by  him  in  MJtS,  vol.  23, 
page  121 . Flamsteed  has  taken  the  reading  per  /rnear  itiagonaies  as  the  correct  reading  of  the 
aenith  distance ; which  differs  at  lleaat  S'  from  that  per  strias  cochtece.  But  the  latter  ia  the 
more  correct : and  I haVc  therefore  added  5'  to  the  declination  above  stated. 

2214.  13  Oraconit  5,  There  ia  no  observation  of  this  star,  by  Flamsteed,  with  the  mural  arc  : hut 

ita  right  ascension  has  been  deduced  by  means  of  distances  from  i Cggni ; ns  given  in  the 
Hisloria  Cisiestis^  vol.  1,  page  72.  1 cannot  find  how  the  declination  hna  been  deduced.  It 

differs  much  from  Bradley’s  observations : but  tbcrc  is  a proper  motion  of  + 0",32  which  will 
diminish  this  difference  to  <4*  62", 4. 

2215.  16  (frsa  Minoris  The  two  ohservadous  of  this  star  confimi  the  great  difference  of  decli' 
nation : but  this  depends  on  tlie  accuracy  of  the  index  error  of  the  instrument. 

2216.  17  Scorpii  y.  This  star  lias  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  it  is 
designated  as  in  Bayer's  map;  and  I have  therefore  inserted  it.  Sec  the  note  to  No.  2212. 

2217.  — Scorpii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  1,  1699,  at  10**  43“  18*.  It  is  the  star  ohsenred 
hy  Lalaude  in  Hist,  Ckl.  page  312,  at  16**  3“  17*, 4,  mag.  6^. 

2218.  48  Serpeniii.  This  star  mure  properly  belongs  to  the  constellation  Hercules^  than  to  that  of 
Serpens. 

2220.  18  Ursa  iVirton'i.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  not  given  in  the  British  Caialoguef 
neither  is  there  any  observation  of  it  recorded  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  Historia  Calestis. 
I find  however  hy  the  computation  bouk,  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  4.30,  that  it  was  uhservctl  on 
April  10,  1704,  between  14‘  6“  50^  and  14*“  23“  52*;  but  the  time  of  transit  is  not  inserted. 
Tlic  corrected  zenith  distance  is  stated  to  be  29^  24' 45" : ami  the  corresponding  declination 
deduced  by  FlamsUteil,  should  be  80®  56'  0",  and  not  60^  57'  0"  as  stated  in  the  British  Gtta- 
logui\  which  I have  here  corrected.  It  ap^Mrars  that  this  star  was  observed  about  5“  after  its 
transit  over  the  meridian  : which  might  CMily  happen  in  a star  so  jiear  the  pole.  I have 
assumed  an  approximate  right  ascension  currespoiuling  to  mndern  observations.  The  hook 
containing  the  original  MS  entry  is  lost : and  there  is  no  trace  of  the  observation  in  the  MS 
copy  (MSS,  vol.  17). 

2224.  18  Scorpit.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  British  CcUaiogue:  but 
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ID  ihe  original  entry,  it  is  designated  only  as  the  *7tb,  which  1 have  retained.  Piazzi  makes 
it  to  be  the  5th  : and  I cannut  account  for  the  discordance,  unless  it  be  a variable  star. 

2225.  49  Serpentis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caiatflgur  is  239^  29'  0".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  8,  1703,  at  14''  lO”  8* : but  no  star  exists  corresponding  to 
that  ul>8crvation.  If  we  suppose,  however,  that  he  has  made  a mistake  of  I*  in  rrcnnling  the 
time  of  transit,  and  that  14^  10*  8*  should  have  been  14"  11*  8‘,  it  will  then  agree  with  the  star 
that  is  generally  assumed  to  be  49  Serpentit.  Although  there  is  nothing  in  the  MS  entry  to 
warrant  this  alteration,  1 have  yet  ventured  to  make  it. 

'2227.  — Scorpii.  This  star  U not  in  the  British  (aialogur^  neither  can  I find  any  observation  of 
it  by  Flamsteed.  It  is  however  given  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712,  and  tlierefore  1 made  no 
doubt  but  that  I should  diso)vcr  some  notice  amongst  Flamsteed's  manuscripts.  After  much 
search  1 found  it  interlined  in  a fragment  of  n calalogue  of  the  zodiacal  stars  (MSS,  vol.  27  A)  : 
but  no  reference  as  to  the  observation  from  which  it  was  deduced.  It  is  Piazzi  XVI.  31. 

2228.  \2  Uerculit.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  Gth  magnitude,  in  the  Bri/uA  Ca/o/o^ue : but  in 
the  observation  book,  it  is  desicnated  as  the  7 th;  which  I have  adopted. 

2229.  13  Hereulis  p.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  CaiaJogue : but  as  it  is 
dcsiguated  by  the  letter  p in  Bayer's  map,  1 liavc  here  rctairted  it. 

2236.  17  Hereulis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 23‘^57'3(F'.  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  10,  1702,  at  11"  54*  50*:  and  by  comparing  its  zenith 
distance  with  that  of  other  stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  it  is  evident  (hat  an  error  of  has 
been  made,  which  I have  here  corrected. 

2238.  17  Ursa  Minnris.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  about  5' in  order  to 
correspond  with  modem  olwervationa. 

2244.  — Hereulis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  11,  1702,  at  12"  17*  56*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  b}'  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  468,  at  16"  10*  25*,  mag.  6. 

2245.  5 Opkiucki  p.  This  star  it  called  in  the  British  Cutalogtie : hut,  there  is  no  such  letter 
in  Bayer's  map.  It  is  in  fact  which  Flamsteed  has  applied  erroneously  to  40  Oj)hiuchi ; 
hut  which  I have  here  restored  to  the  proper  star.  The  error  originated  with  Bayer,  who  has 
placed  the  star  in  north  latitude,  instead  of  sou/A. 

‘2247.  21  Hereulis  o.  In  the  reduction  of  the  observation  of  this  star  made  on  May  22,  1693,  at 
II". 10*  38',  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  243,  the  results  seem  to  be  correctly  computed.  But  in 
copying  out  the  )>olar  distances  of  the  stars  in  the  constellation  Opkiuchus^  in  page  306  of  the 
same  volume,  Flamsteed  has  inadvertently  annexed  the  polar  distance  of  the  preceding  star 
(9  Hereulis)'.  w*hcnce  has  arisen  the  introduction  of  the  star  0 OpAiucAi  into  the  British 
Catalogue ; whose  position  as  there  given  is  Al  = 242^  15'  50",  and  D = -F  5®  SCH  25",  but 
which  consequently  docs  not  exist. 

2253.  21  Corona  Borealis  v*.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  .Ai=249°  49^  30" 
and  D =:  F 34‘'  7' 45".  This  false  position  has  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  the  obser- 
vation on  May  5,  1692,  at  12"  38*  which  he  bas  reduced  in  MSS,  vut.  23,  pace  .1.19.  But 
from  a singular  cunfasiou  of  the  figures,  which  cannot  well  be  explained,  but  which  is  easily 
discovered  on  inspection,  he  has  deduced  the  above  erroneous  result.  'Fhc  value  in  the  present 
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catalon^ie  is  deduced  from  the  4 comparisons  of  observations  with  20  Cotoiup  Borealis^  indi- 
cated by  Miss  Hersche).  I would  here  remark,  that  there  is  only  one  star  indicated  by  the 
letter  V,  in  Bayer’s  map : but,  as  there  might  be  a doubt  whether  it  belonged  to  this,  or  the  pre- 
ceding star,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  1 have  therefore  retained. 

2254.  3 Ofthiucki  u.  The  right  ascension  of  tins  star  in  the  Catalogue  is  241®  30'  30" ; 

which  U deduceil  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  243,  from  the  observation  of  May  28, 
1093,  at  1 1"  3*  41*.  But  the  two  subsequent  observations  of  this  star,  indicated  by  Miss  Her- 
schel,  clearly  show  that  an  error  of  5*  has  been  made  in  tlic  time  of  transit ; and  that  it  should 
have  been  1 8“  41*.  With  this  correction,  all  the  obscrv'ationt  agree  : as  well  as  the  reduc- 
tion per  diitanfias  in  MSS,  vol.  62  D,  page  6,  1 have  therefore  added  1®  15'  to  the  above 

value.  It  is  Pia^zi  XVI.  S3  = (6  Hev.)  Opkiuchi. 

2255.  — Ophiuchi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  10,  1102,  at  12'*  26'"  10*;  and  again  on  the 
following  day,  at  12'*  22”  1 1*.  It  is  the  star  ohserved  by  Lalande  in  Hist  Cel.  page  290,  at 
16'*  16“  il*,6. 

2256.  23  Iferruli.t.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  BriUth  Catalogw:  but, 
in  the  original  entry,  it  is  designated  as  the  6th ; which  1 have  retained. 

2257.  24  Herculis  w.  Tliis  is  the  same  star  as  51  Serpenli<,  whose  position  in  the  British  Cata- 
logue {bM=  242®  47'  45",  and  D =:  -f  I I®  46'  15". 

2258.  — Serpentis.  OhscrvctI  by  Flamsteed  on  June  2, 1693,  at  10^  48"  50* : the  time  however  is 
uncertain.  It  is  the  starobaerved  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  291,  at  16*  16"  30*, 5,  mag.  6. 

2261.  — Herculis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  7,  1703,  the  first  after  14*  26"  52*.  It  is 
the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Ccl.  page  81,  at  16*  18"  29*,  mag.  7^. 

2263.  — Herculis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  .April  7,  1703,  the  second  after  Id*  26“  52*;  ami 
again  on  the  next  day,  at  14*  26“  33*.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cii.  page 
81.  at  16*  18"  4S*,5,  mag.  7^. 

2266.  26  Herculis.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6^  miupiitude  in  the  British  Catalogue  ' but  in 
the  original  entry',  it  is  designated  only  as  the  7th ; which  I have  retained. 

2268.  27  Herculis  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  +22®  O'  55": 
which  has  been  deduced  from  the  observadon  of  J une  2,  1 702,  at  1 1*  3*  55' ; and  which  has 
been  regularly  reduced  by  Flamsteed,  in  M8S,  vol.  23,  page  346.  But  in  copying  it  out  for 
the  British  Catalogue  he  do<»  not  appear  to  have  made  any  allowance  for  the  12^  years*  pre- 
cession. I have  therefore  wided  I'  50"  to  the  above  value. 

2269.  — Herculis  s.  Ohscrveil  by  Flamsteed  on  June  27,  1708,  after  9*  9"  57*;  but  the  time 
is  not  mentioned.  Unfortunately  the  original  MS  entry  is  lost;  and  in  the  transcript,  it  is 
alt<^th^r  omitted.  Flamsteed  has  made  the  reduction  of  it  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  344 ; and 
there  the  time  of  transit  is  stated  at  9*  10"  15*;  still  however  marked  as  doubtful.  It  is  evident 
that  it  must  have  passed  soon  after  the  transit  of  ^ Herculis  : and  I think  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  it  is  the  star  observed  by  l.<a)ando,  in  Hist.  Ccl.  page  468,  at  16*  20"  52*, 6, 
mag.  5 ; and  thus  the  conjectures  of  M.  Argelander  are  fully  verified.  It  ia  denoted  by  the 
letter  s in  Bayer’s  map;  which  1 have  here  retained. 
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2210.  — tiercutU.  Observed  hy  Flamsteed  on  iVpril  12,  1703,  after  14*  12*  25*.  It  is  ibe  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hut.  CiL  page  84,  at  16*  22*  23*,  mag.  8j^. 

221 1 . 28  Herculis  n.  This  is  the  same  star  as  1 1 Opfuuchi ; whose  position  in  the  British  CtUa- 
logut  is  ./R  = 244®  I9'45"  and  D=  + 6“  12*  25".  It  is  designated  by  the  letter  n in  Bayer’s 
map  j which  1 have  here  retained. 

2212.  — HeratUs.  Obsened  by  Flamsteed  on  May  6,  1691,  12*  46"'  40*  j but  in  the  original 
MS  entry  (MSS,  voL  5)  there  is  a marginal  note  that  it  should  l>c  12*  45"  40* : in  which  case 
the  time  would  agree  with  ^ HercMlis;  but  the  declination  would  be  very  discordant.  It  is 
difficult  to  decide  what  star  was  actually  nbecn*ed  : but  I am  inclined  to  think,  with  \t.  Arge* 
lander,  that  it  is  the  star  obaerv'ed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cii.  page  348,  at  16*  22"  57*,4,  mag.  7 
and  again  in  page  469,  at  16*  22"  O', 6,  mag.  5||. 

2275.  — Hereviis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  7,  1703,  the  fourth  after  14*  26"  52*.  It  is 
the  star  ubsened  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cil.  page  84,  at  16*  24"  5',  mag.  7. 

2276.  14  Dromms  i;.  M.  Lalande  states  that  he  could  not  find  this  star  : but  it  certainly  exists. 

2283.  33  Hereuiis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  is  245°  26'  0"; 
which  corresponds  more  nearly  with  the  two  ubservatiuns  of  Flamsteed,  than  the  value  here 
given. 

2284.  34  Herculis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712  is  245°  24'  0"; 
wliich  more  nearly  corresponds  with  the  two  observations  of  Flamsteed.  lu  fact  the  right 
ascension  here  given  must  be  reduced  above  5',  in  order  to  correspond  with  modem  obsenations. 

2285  — Herculis,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  2,  1702,  at  11*  10"  0*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XVI.  127. 

2236.  — Herculis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  7,  1703,  at  14*  39™  14*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XVI.  136. 

2287.  24  Swrpii.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in 
the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  5^  ; which  1 have  here  adopted. 

2288.  — ScOT*pii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  26,  1692,  at  9*  22*  58'j  again  on  May  16, 
1693,  after  12*  13"  50*;  and  again  on  May  28,  1693,  after  11*  21"  18*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XVI.  145. 

2290.  36  Herculis  m'.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue : but 
in  the  original  entry  it  is  di^ignated  as  of  the  7th;  w'hich  1 have  here  adopted. 

2291.  37  Herculis  m*.  There  is  only  oue  star  designated  hy  the  letter  m in  Bayer’s  map;  but,  as 
there  may  be  a doubt  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  this  or  the  preceding  star,  Flamsteed  has 
annexed  it  to  each;  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

2292.  14  Ophiuchi.  In  the  obsen'ation  of  this  star  on  May  22,  1693,  at  11*  47^",  Flamsteed  re> 
marks  that  it  has  some  bright  atani  near  it : probably  those  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel. 
page  291  : and  one.of  which  was  also  observed  by  Bradley. 

2294.  — Herculis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  7,  1703,  at  14*  42"  7*;  and  again  on  the 
next  day  at  14*  38"  35* : and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  i>agea  340  and  342. 
It  u also  inserted  in  Halley *s  edition  of  1712 ; from  which  the  position  in  the  present  cata> 
loguc  is  taken  : and  1 know  not  why  U was  afterwards  rejected.  It  is  Piazzi  XVI.  154. 
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2^5.  15  Ophiuchi.  The  right  nscension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caialogue  u 54^  45'^  It 
wt*  obterved  by  Flamiteed  on  June  3,  1711,  at  11^0“ .T;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol. 
26  C,  page  34.  But  in  reducing  it,  he  has  evidently  committed  an  error  of  1**  in  the  time;  aa 
may  be  seen  by  comparing  it  with  the  transit  of  other  itara  obaci^'cd  on  the  same  day.  I have 
therefore  deducted  15'  from  the  value  above  given. 

2296.  21  Ursm  ilfinoni  The  right  aacenaion  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  246®  20'  0". 
It  was  olwerved  by  Flamsteed  on  April  10,  1704,  at  14**  30"  39*;  and  has  been  assumed  by 
him  as  the  determining  star,  on  that  day,  for  several  of  the  stars  observed.  See  MSS,  vol.  26 
A,  page  25.  The  nght  ascension,  which  he  has  there  assumed,  is  that  which  I have  given  in 
this  catalogue;  and  which  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  given  in  HalleyU  edition  of  1712 ; and 
which  corresponds  more  nearly  with  luodem  observations  than  that  inserted  in  the  British  Cato^ 
togue.  Why  it  was  afterwards  altered  I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  : but  it  is  evident  there 
is  no  ground  for  such  an  alteration.  And,  as  the  right  ascension  of  all  the  other  stars  which  are 
determined  thcn’from,  ought  also  to  be  altered  (which  would  produce  gn*at  confusion)  I have 
restored  the  original  value : being  convinced  that  the  alteration  has  arisen  from  some  error. 
The  right  ascension  here  adopted  has  been  deduced  per  distantias  : as  may  be  seen  in  MSS, 
vol.  26  A,  |»age  23. 

229s.  15  Draconis  A.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  deduced  per  distantias,  as  may  be  seen 
in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  13 : but  it  must  he  increased  nearly  5'  in  order  to  agree  with  modern 
observations.  There  are  also  hto  reductions  of  the  observation  of  it  with  the  mural  arc : one 
in  the  same  volume,  page  19,  from  > Draconis,  observed  on  the  same  day  ; and  the  other  in  vol. 
26  B,  page  3,  from  /3  l>raeonis  ; w here  the  time  of  transit  of  |3  is  taken  ^ 57“  59*  instead  of 
9^  56“  59*.  Both  of  these  reductions  (allcr  the  correction  of  the  error  just  alluded  to)  give  the 
right  ascension  more  accurately  than  in  the  British  Catalogue. 

2299.  — Hercutis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  14,  1704,  at  12**  21“  51*.  It  is  the  star  ob- 
served by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  Cei.  page  169,  at  16“  31“  33*,5,  mag.  6- 

2301.  16  DrarA)ms.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  O'  0",5  in  order  to  corre- 
spond with  Bradley’s  observations.  It  was  observed  on  July  1,  1703,  at  O''  3"  36*;  and,  toge- 
ther with  17  Draconis,  preceded  No.  2299  of  the  present  catalogue.  In  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page 
1$,  where  these  stars  are  extracted  for  the  purpose  of  reduction,  there  is  the  following  note, 
**  Temporm  transituum  vitiosissimc  notata  h T.  W’estono ; vide  protocollum  obstTvatiomim.” 
On  reference  however  to  the  protocol  (MSS,  vol.  16)  I do  not  find  any  notice  of  the  fact  alluded 
to.  In  MSS,  vol.  26  B,  page  3,  these  stars  arc  reduced  in  the  usual  manner,  without  any  re- 
marks; there  they  precede  15  Draconis.  Tliey  arc  not  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712. 

2502.  17  Draconis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  8'5S",5  in  order  to  <»rTe- 
spond  with  Bradley's  observations.  It  was  observed  on  July  1, 1703,  at  9“  3“  39*;  seethe  pre- 
ceding note.  But,  besides  this  observation  of  the  star,  there  is  another  on  June  2,  1702,  after 
11“  17“  38* : which,  owing  to  the  negligence  of  the  transcriber,  has  been  erroueously  printed ; 
and  has  thus  given  rise  to  the  supposition  of  another  and  a diflerent  star.  No  466  in  Mies 
Hcrschel’s  catalogue,  and  No.  441  in  my  list  of  Flamsteed's  medited  stars.  In  the  copy  of  the 
MS  cjitry  (MSS,  vol.  16)  the  obscr>atioij  is  stated  to  have  been  made  to  the  north : and  there 
is  a remark  added,  that  it  ia  the  mean  of  two  nearly  contiguous  stars,whose  transit  took  place  a 
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little  before  the  preceding  star  (42  Herculia).  These  two  stan  were  undoubtedly  16  and  17 
Dracmia ; and  ihua  M.  Argclandcr^s  conjccturea  have  been  fidly  confirmed. 

2307.  42  ftereutia.  In  the  original  MS  entry  of  the  obaervation  of  thia  star  on  June  2,  1702,  at 
1 1**  17“  38*,  Hamslccd  remarks  that  it  has  a companion  preceding  it  to  the  south ; which  is 
probably  Piazzi  XVI.  161. 

230S.  43  Hermlis  i.  This  is  the  same  star  as  17  Ophiuchi;  whose  ptwition  in  the  BrilUh 
tague  is  = 247'^  43'  45"  and  U=  + <P  lO^  50". 

2310.  — //ercu/w.  Observed  by  FUmsteed  on  April  7,  1703,  at  14^  47“  10*;  and  again  on  the 
next  day,  at  14**  43“  3.T : and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  340  ami  342. 
It  is  also  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1 7 12 ; from  which  the  |Nieitinn  in  the  present  catalogue 
is  taken  : aud  I know  not  why  it  was  afterv«ards  rejected.  It  is  the  slur  oWrved  by  Lalande, 
in  Uist.  Cei.  page  81,  at  16*“  35"  30*. 

2313.  45  Herculia  I,  This  star  is  called  e in  the  BrUUh  CtUidogue;  which  letter  U also  annexed  to 
6U  JIcTculia : but  it  appears  to  be  a typographical  error.  For  it  is  designated  as  i by  Bayer, 
whom  Flamsteed  professed  to  follow  ; and  it  appears  to  be  so  marked  in  llw!  MS  catalogues.  I 
have  therefore  restored  the  correct  reading. 

2316.  — Hercutis.  Obser\ed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  7,  1703,  at  14**  49"  12*;  and  again  on  the 
next  day,  at  14^  45"  39* ; and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  {lagcs  340  and  342. 
It  is  also  inserteil  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712;  from  which  the  position  in  the  present  cata- 
logue is  taken : and  T know  not  why  it  was  afterwards  rejected.  It  is  the  star  observed  hy 
Lalande,  in  Hist.  CH.  page  84,  at  16**  38“  14*3,  mag.  7J. 

2318.  — Hercutis.  Obseivcd  by  Flamsteed  on  April  7,  1703,  at  14“  51“0*;  and  again  on  the 
nextday,  at  14“  47“  25*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  340  aud  342. 
It  is  also  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712;  from  which  the  position  in  the  present  catalogue 
is  taken  : and  I know  not  why  it  was  afterwards  rejected.  It  is  the  star  observed  Lalande, 
in  Hist.  CH.  |Migc  83,  at  16**  39"  52*,5,  mag.  fi. 

2323.  23  Ophiuchi.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Cataiogiu  : but 
in  the  origiruxi  entry  it  is  designated  as  5^ ; which  I have  here  retained. 

2325.  24  Of^uuchi.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  C(ita/o<jruc  is  ~22^  46' 45".  It 

was  oliaervwl  by  Flamsteed  on  June  3,  1711,  at  11“  11“ 37*:  and  on  comparing  the  xcnilh 
distance  with  that  of  other  stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  an  error  of  UP 
has  been  committed  ; which  I have  here  corrected. 

2330.  — HerctUis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  April  7,  1703,  at  14“  55"  2':  and  regularly  re- 
duced by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  340.  M.  Argelander  says  that  it  is  No.  171  Hercutis, 
in  Bode's  great  catalogue;  observed  by  Lalande,  but  not  to  be  found  recorded  in  bis  Hist.  Cei. 
It  is  marked  as  of  the  8th  magnitude,  in  the  MS  entry  (MSS,  voL  IG.) 

2335.  55  Hercutis.  I cannot  find  any  other  observation  of  this  star  than  the  imperfect  one  on 
April  6,  1703,  immediately  after  the  transit  of  54  Hercutis,  at  14**  53"  59*.  But  no  notice  is 
taken  of  thia  obser%'ation  by  Flamsteed,  in  his  rcducuuu  of  the  stars  observed  on  that  day, 
cither  in  MSS,  veil.  23,  page  342,  or  in  MSS,  vol.  24,  page  141 ; and  as,  in  the  MS  entry 
(MSS,  vol.  16)  the  two  observations  arc  united  by  a circumflex,  1 apprehend  he  considered 
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that  they  Monged  to  the  tame  atar.  The  references  given  by  Miaa  llcrschcl  to  this  star,  cvi> 
demly  belong  to  54  Hcrcutis. 

— /fercii/w.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  od  April  7,  1703,  at  15*  0**  19*;  and  again  on  the 
next  day  at  14*  56“  48*.  It  is  the  star  oUerved  by  Lalanilc  in  Hist.  Cit.  page  81,  at 
IG*  4Sr  6'. 

2342.  28  Ophiuchi.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catahyue  is  250^  59'  0".  It 
was  obsen'ed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  3,  1707,  at  11*  22“  42',  and  reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C, 
page  34;  but  in  reducing  it  and  the  next  fuUuwiiig  star  (31  Ophiuchi)  it  is  evident,  by  com- 
paring their  time  of  transit  with  i;  or  A Ophiuchi^  observed  on  the  same  day,  that  an  error  of  1” 
has  been  committed,  which  I have  here  corrected  by  adding  15'  to  the  abo^  value. 

2343.  — Ophiuchi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13,  1704,  at  12**  42*  17*.  It  is  the  star  ob- 
served  by  i.4dande  in  Hist.  Cil.  page  89,  at  16*  50*  14*,5  mag.  6^. 

2344.  31  Ophiuchi.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  251^  II'  0".  It 
was  observeil  by  Flamsteed  on  June  3,  1707,  at  11*  23*  30*:  but  in  reducing  it  be  has  evi- 
dently committed  an  error  of  l“,  as  I have  already  remarked  in  the  note  to  No.  2342  above. 
I have  therefore  added  1 3'  to  the  alxivc  value. 

2345.  — Herculis.  Observed  by  Flarastwxl  on  April  7,  1703,  after  15*  0"  19*;  and  again  on  the 
next  day,  at  14*  59*  37*:  and  was  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  340  and 
342.  It  was  also  iinserted  in  Uallcy’s  edition  of  1712 ; from  which,  the  position  in  the  pjtsent 
catalogue  is  taken  : and  I know'  not  why  it  was  aftcrwanls  rejected.  It  is  tire  star  observed  by 
Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  81,  at  16*  51*  58*,5,  mag.  6. 

2348.  32  Ophiuchi.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  252'*  5'  15". 
There  are  two  observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed  : vii.  one  on  May  5,  1692,  at  1^  15”  48*;  and 
the  other  on  April  12, 1703,  at  H*  51"  8*.  The  former  is  regularly  reduced  by  liim  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  241,  and  is  the  one  from  which  the  value  iu  the  British  Catalogue  is  taken  : Imt 
it  is  evident  that  an  error  of  40*  has  been  made  in  noting  down  the  time  of  transit;  and  that 
13*  13*  48*  should  be  13*  16”  28* : and  consequently  that  10*  should  have  been  added  to  the 
above  value,  which  1 have  accordingly  done  in  the  present  catalogue.  In  the  reduction  of  the 
second  observatmn  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33,  Flamsteed  appears  to  have  taken  a Oj>hiuchi 
as  the  determining  star  for  his  right  ascension,  instead  of  a.  Herculis ; whereby  an  error  of  about 
5®  has  licen  committed:  and  which  has  given  rise  to  the  introduction  of  46  Ophiuchi  into  the 
J5ri/iiA  Ci^atogut\  whose  position  there  given  is  .Al  = 257“  14'  0"  and  D=:  + 14®  33'  40*',  but 
which  docs  not  exist. 

2352.  — Ophiuchi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  30,  1690,  at  9*  30”  31*;  and  regularly  re- 
duced by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  239;  but  not  includctl  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constel- 
lation OphiuchuSt  in  page  306  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piazxi  X\T.  297=674  Mayer. 

2353.  00  Herculis.  One  of  the  ol>scrvatiou8  of  this  star,  viz.  that  made  on  April  12,  1703,  at 
14*  53”  10*,  has  been  mluccd  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33 : but  in  so  doing  he 
has  assumed  a Ophiuchi  as  his  determining  star  for  the  right  ascension,  instead  of  x Herculis. 
Whereby  an  error  of  about  5®  has  been  committed ; and  which  has  given  rise  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  48  Ophiuchi  into  the  British  Cof<iio^e ; whose  position  there  given  is  /K =257®  44'  30", 
and  I)=-pl3^  11'30";  but  which  consequently  docs  not  exist.  The  present  star  is  markal 
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M of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Caialogur:  but,  in  the  original  entries,  it  is  designated 
once  only  aa  the  6th,  once  as  the  5tb,  and  once  aa  j I have  therefore  tmken  the  mean. 

235-1.  61  Herculii  c.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Calalfigue  is  2.53®  34'  3€K‘. 
It  sros  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  16,  1102,  at  12*^44*'  6*;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  345.  But  in  the  steps  of  the  process  he  haa  made  an  error  of  2”*:  1 have 

therefore  deducted  30'  from  the  above  value,  and  it  will  now  correspond  with  modem  obsena- 
tions. 

23.56.  — Searpii.  Obsen'ed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  5,  1690,  after  11*‘  1*  50^.  It  is  probably 
Piazzi  XVI.  311  ; which  is  erroneously  called  29  ScoryiV  by  Lalande,  in  Hist.  CH.  page  567. 

2357.  19  DfMonis  A*.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  ; but  it  is, 
in  fact,  the  star  designated  by  the  letter  Ain  Bayer's  map,  which  Flamsteeil  has  annexed  to  the 
following  star.  As  however  there  may  be  a doubt  on  the  subject,  I have  annexed  the  letter  to 
each. 

2359.  — Ophivehi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  14,  1704,  at  12**  48*“  13*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  86,  at  1 6‘  59“  46‘,5,  mag.  7. 

2362.  36  0/>AmcAf  A.  ) The  observations  of  Bradley  and  Ptazzi  confirm  the  proper  motion  of  these 

2363.  iW  Scarpa.  ' stars.  The  first  of  them  is  designated  by  the  letter  A : but  its  posi- 
tion does  not  accord  with  the  star  so  callc<l  in  Baycr*s  map  : nor  can  I find  any  star  that  will 
agree  therewith.  I have  howc\cr  preserved  Bayer’s  designation,  at  it  is  now  well  known 
by  that  letter,  and  is  not  likely  to  create  any  confusion.  Both  the  stars  ought  to  have  l>eeu 
included,  by  Plamsteed,  in  the  constellatiou  Ophiuchus. 

2365  63  Herrulis.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  British  CiUalogue  is  JR  ~ 254°  16'  y',  and 
!)  = + 27®39'0".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  16,  1702,  at  12’' 49“  51*:  and 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  345.  But  in  deducing  the  result,  he  has  committed 
two  mistakes ; for,  in  the  first  place,  be  has  made  an  error  of  2“  in  taking  out  the  difference 
in  the  time  of  transit  of  his  deterrutuing  star  j which  causes  an  error  of  SO'  in  the  right  ascen- 
sion : and  secondly,  he  has  made  an  error  of  3°  in  copying  out  the  polar  distance  in  his  list  of 
stars  in  the  constellation  Hercules^  in  MSS,  vol.  24,  page  104.  Both  these  errors  are  corrected 
in  the  present  catalogue.  It  is  Piazzi  XVll.  11 ; and  was  also  observed  by  Bradley- 

2366.  31  Srarpni.  This  is  the  same  star  as  3$  Ophiuchi.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  by  Flam- 
steed, on  June  5,  1690,  at  iP*  23“  7%  he  remarks  that  3 or  4 telescopic  stars  follow  it,  at  3(y 
distant. 

2370.  41  O^AiucAt.  The  r^ht  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  CcUalogue  is  255®  38' 45". 
There  are  3 observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed ; and  the  right  ascension  in  the  British  Catalogue 
has  been  deduced  from  that  made  on  June  21,  1704,  at  10’’  IS**  16*,  as  appears  by  MSS,  vol. 
26  C,  page  33.  But  the  time  of  transit  it  erroneous  2“,  as  is  evident  by  comparing  the  inter- 
vals of  37  and  4 1 ilphiuchi  on  the  following  day,  and  on  May  13th  preceding.  1 have  Uicrcfore 
deducted  .30'  from  the  right  ascension  above-mentioned.  I ap{>rcbend  that  the  entry  should 
stand  thus ; 
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This  sur  n marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  BritUh  Catal<i^ue:  but  in  the  original 
entries  it  ia  once  designated  as  the  4th,  and  twice  as  the  5th  \ 1 Have  therefore  altered  it. 

2372.  40  Ophiuchi^.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  e,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  this 
is  erroneous,  inasmuch  as  that  letter  is  applied,  in  Bayer’s  map,  to  5 Ophiuefa ; which  Flam- 
steed calls  g.  The  present  star  is  the  ^ of  Bayer;  which  1 have  here  restored. 

2373.  32  Seofpii.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6tb  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but 
in  the  observation  book  it  is  designated  as  the  7th ; which  1 have  therefore  retained. 

2374.  42  t?pAt«cAi  1 I have  called  this  star  5,  after  Flamsteed  : but  it  does  not  accord  with  the 
position  of  the  star  so  designated  in  Bayer's  map,  which  has  north  latitude.  I apprehend 
however  that  the  error  is  Bayer's.  See  the  Introduction,  page  402. 

2375.  53  Serpentis  r.  In  the  reduction  of  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star  (June  16,  1690,  at 
10"  43*  19*)  Flamsteed  has  committed  an  error  by  taking  the  right  ascension  of  his  detennining 
star,  on  that  day,  to  be  Hercules^  instead  of  n Ophiuehi:  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
page  233.  Whence  haa  arisen  the  introduction  of  52  Serjteniis  into  the  British  Catalogue : 
whose  position  there  given  ia  ill  s 250°  56'  15",  and  D = — 12°  29'  40";  but  which  does 
nut  exist. 

2376.  43  Ophiuehi.  Tliis  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4^  magnitude,  in  the  BritUh  Catah^guc  : but 
in  the  snigimti  entry  it  is  twice  designated  as  the  6tb,  and  once  (not  as  a star  of  the  4th  mag- 
nitude, as  in  the  printed  copy,  but)  as  a telescopic  star.  I have  therefore  altered  the  value. 

2377.  66  HercuUs.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 11°  10'  20".  It  has 

been  correctly  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  the  observation  made  on  June  30,  1690,  at  9"  43* 
58*:  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  341.  But  in  copying  it  out  in  the  list  of  stars  in 
the  constellstion  HerculeSf  in  MSS,  vol.  24,  page  104,  he  has  made  a mistake  of  4',  which  I 
have  here  corrected.  The  correct  declination  may  also  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33; 
where  it  is  also  deduced  from  another  observation.  In  the  British  Catalogue  the  letter  u/  is 
affixed  to  this  star : but  that  letter  has  been  already  annexed  to  24  HercuUs ; to  which  it  pro 
perly  belongs.  In  Bayer's  map  (which  Flamstec<l  professed  to  follow)  it  docs  not  exist  as  a 
star  in  this  constellation.  I have  therefore  rejected  the  letter  here.  It  is  the  same  star  na 
e Ophiuehi  in  Bayer’s  map.  » 

2382.  44  Ophitschi  b.  This  star  is  designated  by  a capital  B,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  as 
Bayer  never  uses  the  capital  letters,  except  in  the  letter  A,  I have  restored  the  correct  reading. 
It  is  also  marked  as  of  the  4^  magnitude : but,  in  the  observ’ation  book,  it  is  designated  thrice 
as  the  5th,  and  once  as  the  6th ; I have  therefore  altered  it.  See  the  Introduetimy  page  402. 

2383.  45  Ophiuehi  d.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  Uj  it  in  the  BritUh  Catalogue : but  it  is 
denoted  by  d in  Bayer's  map;  which  letter  Flamsteed  haa  erroneously  af&xed  to  58  Ophiuehi. 
I have  therefore  correctctl  the  error. 

2384.  70  HercuUs.  The  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  June  3,  1702,  at  11"  51*  16% 
has  been  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  346  : but  in  copying  it  out  in  the 
list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Hereules,  in  MSS,  vol.  24,  page  104,  he  has  made  an  error,  in 
the  right  ascension,  of  24';  which  has  given  rise  to  the  introduction  of  71  HercuUs  into  the 
British  Catalogue;  whoae  position,  as  there  given,  is  M =257°  6'  0",  and  D = +24°  50'  20" : 
but  which  consequently  does  not  exist.  The  present  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude, 
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ill  t)ie  Briiifh  Caiahgufi:  but,  In  the  oritjinai  ob»ervationt,  it  ia  desigriated  once  as  the  4th  and 
once  u the  5th.  I have  therefore  taken  the  mean. 

2385.  22  Dranmis  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  2nd  magnitude,  in  the  Britith  Catalotptt' : hut, 
in  the  original  entries,  it  is  once  dcsiif^atci!  as  the  3rd,  and  once  as  the  5th ; 1 have  therefore 
taken  the  mean.  Piazzi  makes  it  to  be  the  3rd. 

2396.  H2  Hermlii  ir.  There  aiiptran  to  be  an  annual  pn>pcr  motion  of  thia  star,  in  declination,  of 
— • 0\960;  which  will  reduce  the  difference  in  declination  to  — 

2399.  — Ophiuchi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  10,  n02,  at  IS**  25"  9*.  It  is  Piazzi  XVII. 
99  = (21  Hev.)  O^jAtuc/u. 

2390.  — flerculis.  Olwerved  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13, 1104,  at  13"  8" : but  the  time  is  doubtful. 
The  obecrratimi  is  not  inserted  in  the  MS  copy;  and  the  ttriginal  is  lost.  It  is  the  star  ob- 
served by  Lnlandc  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  89,  at  11"  16“  1P,5,  mag.  6. 

2394.  50  Ophiuchi  c*.  I These  stars  arc  denoted  by  the  letter  e in  the  British  Catalogue:  hut  this 

2395.  51  Ophiuchi  c'.  ) is  evidently  a misprint;  as  they  are  denoted  by  e in  Bayer's  map; 
which  1 have  here  restored ; although  1 am  not  quite  satished  with  their  accordance  to  Bayer. 
Sec  the  Introduetion^  page  402. 

2396.  35  Scorpii  X.  This  star  has  not  any  letter  affixed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  it 
ought  to  have  been  denoted  by  (he  letter  X,  as  we  find  in  some  of  the  MS  catalogues ; and  us 
it  is  dcsignatctl  by  Bayer.  I have  therefore  inserted  it. 

2400.  11  Hercuth  X.  This  star  is  called  x in  \)\e  British  Catalogue:  but  that  letter  has  been 
already  aflixcd  to  7 H<*rru/ir,  to  which  it  pmperly  belongs.  It  is  x in  Bayer,  whom  Flamsteed 
professed  to  follow ; and  I have  therefore  restored  the  correct  reading.  It  was  probably  au 
error  of  the  press, 

2401.  — Herculis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  19,  1693,  at  10^  48*  51*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XVII.  143. 

2403.  22  Vrsee  Minoris  s.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Calfdogue  it  259®  33'  0". 
It  WHS  obsened  by  Flamsteed  on  April  11,  1104,  at  15"  20“  24*;  and  extracted  for  computa- 
tion in  MSS,  vol.  26  xV.  page  25.  The  right  ascension  there  assujucd  is  259®  53'  0" : and  in 
ilalley'a  edition  of  1112  it  was  259°  55'  10".  I ap]>rchcnd  therefore  that  there  is  a ty^iogra- 
phicnl  error  in  the  British  Catalogue^  and  I have  therefore  restored  the  original  value ; which 
will  now  more  nearly  coiTC6])ond  with  modem  observations.  The  right  ascension  here  adopted 
has  been  deduced  per  distantias;  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  23. 

2404.  53  Opluiichi  f This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  it  is 
dcsignsted  by  the  letter /in  Bayer's  map ; which  I have  therefore  retained. 

2406.  — Berpeniis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  ou  June  9,  1691,  at  ll"31“16*,5;  again  on  April 
10,  1692,  at  15"  23“  IT;  again  nn  April  12, 1692,  at  15"  14*  0*;  again  on  July  4.  1101.  at 
9"  49“  15';  and  again  on  July  12,  1103,  at  9"  11"  8*:  and  ia  inserted  in  his  MS  catalogue,  in 
MSS,  vol.  21  B,  in  the  coustellation  SagiHarius.  It  is  Piazzi  XVII.  156  = 691  Mayer. 

2411.  51  Ophiuchi  pu.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cidalogue  is  26Cf  30'  0". 
There  arc  two  observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed ; one  on  April  12,  1692,  at  IS"  15“  1*;  and  the 
other  on  May  10,  1102,  at  13"  36*  55*.  The  former  appears  to  have  furnished  the  right  ascen- 
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ftian  which  is  given  by  Halley  in  his  edition  of  1712;  tu.  260^  IS'  15":  whilst  the  latter 
seems  to  have  been  the  authority  from  which  the  right  ascension  in  the  Britith  Catalogue  is 
deduced.  But  there  is  every  appearance  that  an  error  of  1”  has  been  made  in  entering  the 
lime  of  transit;  and  that  IS**  36"  55*  should  be  13''  35"  55*.  I have  therefore  deducted  15' 
from  the  drat  value.  In  the  British  CiUalogue  this  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude  : 
but,  in  the  original  entry,  it  U designated  as  5^  only;  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

2413.  56  Serpentis  s.  In  the  reduction  of  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star  (June  16,  1690,  at 
1 1"  .3'"  51*)  Flamsteed  has  committed  an  error  by  taking  the  right  ascension  of  his  determining 
star,  on  that  day,  to  be  //creu/u,  instead  of  i|  Ophiuehi;  as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
page  233.  Whence  has  arisen  the  introduction  of  54  Serpentis  into  the  British  CakUegue, 
whose  position  there  given  is  ill  = 256®  5'  15",  and  I)  = — 12®  4(y  10" ; but  which  does  not 
exist 

2414.  79  Herculis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  CcUahgue  is  ^1°  6'  45".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  19,  1693,  at  10^  54"  4*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  liim 
in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  341 : and  also  correctly  copied  out  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation 
Hercuies  in  MSS,  vol.  24,  page  104,  as  stated  in  this  catalogue.  I presume  therefore  that  the 
above  is  a typographical  error,  which  I have  here  corrected. 

2415.  58  Ophiuehi.  This  star  is  desiguuted  by  the  letter  Al,  in  the  British  Catalogue ; but  it  does 
not  accord  with  the  position  of  that  star  in  Bayer’s  map;  the  letter  should,  in  fact,  be  annexed 
to  45  Ophiuehi.  I have  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

2416.  24  Draconis  v*.  | The  observations  of  these  stars  on  July  1,  1690,  at  lO**  1“  43*,  and  lO*" 

2417.  25  Dractmis  r*.  I 1"  50*,  have  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  341,  us 
if  they  had  been  observed  to  the  south  of  the  zenith.  Whence  has  arisen  the  introduction  of 
tlie  two  stars  80  and  B1  //ercir/u,  whose  positions,  in  the  British  Catalogue^  arc  respecuvely 
.^l  = 261®  32'  15",  D = + 47®  34'  50",  and  iR  = 261®  33'  .30",  D = + 47®  34'  30" ; but 
which  consequently  do  not  exist.  The  present  stars  are  both  marked,  in  the  British  CalrUogui\ 
of  the  4th  magnitude : but,  in  the  original  entries,  they  are  each  designated  once  as  the  5tb 
and  once  oa  the  6th;  I have  therefore  altered  them. 

2418.  3 Sagiltarxi.  One  of  the  obsenatums  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  was  made  on  June  5,  169<h 
at  11^  52"  41*;  and  has  been  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  245.  But  in  deducing 
the  north  polar  distance  he  has  made  an  error  of  6°,  which  has  given  rise  to  the  introduction 
of  59  Ophiuehi  into  the  British  Calalogve^  w hose  position  ns  there  given  is  iR  = 262*  1'  15", 
and  D = — 21®  40'  40";  but  which  consequently  docs  not  exist  The  present  star  has  the 
letter  p annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  os  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map, 
I have  here  rejected  it. 

2421.  61  Ophiuehi.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 2®  dO'  20".  It 
was  observed  by  Flomatceid  on  June  3,  1691,  at  ]2*‘  4"  59*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  241.  But  he  has  assumed  the  reading  per  lineas  diagonalcs  as  the  correct 
reading;  which  however  differs  1'  from  that  per  sirias  coehlea.  Modern  observations  show 
that  the  latter  reading  is  the  more  coircct;  aud  I have  accordingly  added  I'to  the  above  value. 

2424.  64  Herculis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  262°  35'  30".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  19,  1693,  10''  59*  56';  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol. 
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23,  page  342 : but  an  error  is  easily  discoverable  in  the  iteps  of  the  process.  As  this  star  passed 
52*  afWr  83  Herculu^  I have  added  13'  to  the  right  ascension  of  that  star,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  value  in  the  present  catalogue.  But  both  of  them  must  be  diminished  above  I'  in  order 
to  correspond  with  modem  observations. 

2425.  26  Draconis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  Britith  Catalogue  is  + 62°  2'  20".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  9,  1703,  at  9^  41"  49*:  and  the  zenith  distance  recorded  in 
the  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  16)  is  K/*  22*  30",  and  not  lOP  27'  30",  as  in  the  printed  copy:  and 
this  is  the  value  assumed  by  Flamsteed  in  his  reduction  of  the  star  in  MSS,  ml.  26  B,  page  4. 
The  reading  per  strt'or  cocA/c«  differs  however  5'  from  this  value:  and  modem  observations 
show  that  thia  U the  most  correct.  I have  therefore  added  5'  to  the  above  value;  and  the 
declination  will  now  agree  with  modern  oluwrvationa. 

2426.  62  Opkiuchi  y.  Thia  star  is  marked  as  of  the  3rd  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : 
but,  in  the  original  entries,  it  is  always  designated  as  the  4th ; which  I have  therefore  adapted. 

2429.  — OpAiticAi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  13,  1704,  at  IS*"  32"  19*.  It  is  the  star 
obsened  by  Lalande  in  Ifist  dt.  page  86,  at  n**  40"  14‘,  mag.  6J. 

2433.  — Hercvlis.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  May  H,  1704,  at  13"  32"  41*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist,  CH.  page  353,  at  17**  42"  9*, 3,  mag.  7. 

2434.  — Serpentis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  23,  1699,  at  10"  54"  21*;  airain  on  June  22, 
1702,  at  ll"  1"  4’;  and  again  on  the  next  day,  at  10"  57"  17'-  It  isPiazzi  XVII.  293. 

2435.  4 Sagittarii.  This  star  haa  the  letter  b annexed  to  it  in  the  Ikiluh  Catalogue:  but  as  that 
letter  is  also  annexed  to  59  Sagittarii  (to  which  star,  according  to  Bayer,  it  properly  lielongs) 
1 have  rejected  it  here, 

2437.  5 Sagittarii.  This  star  has  the  letter  i annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  as  then* 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rcjectetl  it. 

2441.  65  Ophiuchi.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  May  6,  1691,  at  14"  10"  58*;  and  regularly 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page.  241.  But  no  such  star  is  now  to  be  found.  It  is  neither 
Piazzi  XVII.  308,  nor  XVI.  251;  as  conjectured  by  that  astronomer.  Professor  Airy  has 
been  kind  enough  to  look  for  this  star,  at  my  request : but  has  not  been  able  to  discover  it. 

2444.  — Sagittarii,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  5,  1715,  at  12"  7"  37*.  It  is  Piazzi  XVII. 
312  = 709  Mayer. 

2446.  7 Sagittarii.  This  star  has  the  letter  a annexed  to  it  in  the  British  C(Ualogue:  but  as  that 
letter  is  also  annexed  to  60  Sagittarii  (to  which  star,  according  to  Bayer,  it  properly  belongs) 
I have  ri^ccted  it  here. 

2447.  57  Serpmtit  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  3rd  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but 
in  the  original  eutry  it  is  designated  as  of  the  5^ ; which  I have  here  rctaincfl. 

2448.  9 Sagittarii.  In  the  reduction  of  the  observation  of  this  star,  made  on  June  23,  1705,  at 

10"  48"  37*,  in  M8S,  vol.  26  C,  page  34,  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  5°  in  declination. 
Whence  has  arisen  the  introduction  of  8 into  the  British  Catalogue ; whose  |>osilioit, 

as  there  given,  ia  = 266°  13'  30",  and  D = — 19°  17'  50";  but  which  consefjuently  does 
not  exist. 
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2449.  66  Ophiuchx.  The  declinatiou  of  this  star  in  BeneVs  Fundamenta  Astronomxir  should  be 
+ 4^^  24'  14", 2.  The  letter  n is  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalo^e:  but  as  there  is  no 
such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it. 

2450.  67  C^^'ucAi.  This  star  is  designated  as  o in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  there  is  no  such 
star  in  Bayer's  map.  I have  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

2454.  93  fferculis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  should  be  increased  4'  6",9  in  order  to  corre- 
spond nith  Bradley's  observations.  The  right  ascension  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712  is  266° 
34'  30"  j which  is  perhaps  much  nearer  the  truth  than  the  present  value.  The  declination  is 
marked  as  doubtful  in  the  British  Caiatogve : probably  an  error  of  1'  has  been  made. 

2455.  6$  Opfducfu.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  £,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2458.  31  Dratxmis  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  diminished  S'  6",1  in  order  to 
correspond  with  Bradley's  observations.  Besides  the  3 observations  indicated  by  Miss  Her- 
schel,  there  was  another  (both  of  this  and  the  next  following  star)  made  by  Flamsteed  on  July 
3,  1703,  at  10"  21*  31\  which  is  not  inserted  in  the  print»l  copy  of  the  ffisioria  CtelesUs,  but 
is  to  he  found  partially  entered  in  the  MS  copy  of  that  day's  observations  (MSS,  vol.  16). 
The  orii^nal  book  of  entry  is  unfortunately  lost : but  the  observations  in  question  are  fully 
copied  out  for  reduction  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  10,  and  26  B,  page  4 ; and  the  resulta  are 
given  in  26  C,  page  19.  But  in  this  last  step  of  the  process  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of 
2“:  whence  has  arisen  the  introduction  into  the  British  Catalogue  of  62  lyraconis;  whose 
position  as  there  given  is  ill  = 296°  48'  0"  and  D = + 72°  17'  50";  but  which  con- 
sequently docs  not  exist.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  7th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Cata- 
logue : but  in  the  orit^ncU  cu tries  it  is  designated  once  as  4^,  once  as  3^,  and  once  as  the  5th  : 
I have  therefore  taken  the  mean. 

2459-  — Draconis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  9,  1703,  at  9"  58“  12*.  It  is  Piazzi  XVII. 
287 : and  like  the  preceding  star,  its  right  ascension  most  be  diminished  S'  7", 7 in  order  to 
correspond  with  Bradley's  observations. 

2460.  95  Herculis.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  June  19,  1693,  the  hrst  after  1 1"  15“  51', 
there  is  an  error  in  recording  the  zenith  distance ; which  has  led  to  the  supposition  that  another 
and  a different  star  was  observed : viz.  No.  103  of  Miss  Herschel's  catalogue,  and  No.  459  of 
my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars.  In  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  the  reading 
per  strias  cochlea  is  altered  from  477*70  to  677  *70 ; and  in  the  margin  we  find  29°  54'  15" 
instead  of  20°  54'  15".  The  whole  is  now  accordant,  and  oorresponds  with  this  star : and  the 
conjectures  of  M.  Argelaoder  are  here  fully  confirmed. 

2463.  97  Hercutis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  267°  14'  30".  It 
wa*  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  27, 1708,  at  10"  42*  23“:  and  as  it  passed  1"  14’  after  95 
Herculisy  its  right  ascension  ought  to  be  at  least  267°  20'  30" ; which  is  the  value  I have  stated 
in  the  present  catalogue.  But  the  whole  of  the  right  aKensions  of  the  stars  observed  on  that 
day  appear  to  require  correction. 

2464.  33  f>r£iconir  y.  Besides  the  4 observations  of  this  star  indicated  by  Miss  Herschcl,  there  is 
another  on  July  1,  1703,  at  10"  23“  35':  which,  on  account  of  an  error  in  recording  the  zenith 
distances,  bos  giveii  rise  to  the  supposition  that  another  aad  a different  star  was  intended : vis. 
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No.  405  ofMita  HencheVt  caulc^e,  and  No.  461  of  my  lift  of  Fltmiteed’t  inedited  tun. 
The  original  MS  entry  it  aofortunately  loot:  but  in  the  MS  transcript  it  it  dittincily  stated 
that  thia  tear  it  y Draamist  that  the  star  which  precedet  it  ia  and  that  the  aUr  which  follows 
it  is  c.  All  these  stars  were  obaerred  to  the  north  of  the  zenith : and  the  zenith  distances  set 
down  against  ^ and  c should  be  transposed;  and  the  time  of  transit  of  the  latter  should  be 
1 P 1 1"  0*,  instead  of  ll**  10*  (f.  It  is  ^reeably  to  this  alteration  that  the  positions  of  these 
stars  are  deduced  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  16:  where  we  find  the  following  marginal  note: 
**  tempera  transituura  viiiosissime  nouta  a T.  Wulferman,  Vide  protocollum  ohservatioDum.** 
In  the  protocol  book  (MSS,  rot  16)  however  we  find  no  remark  of  the  kind.  The  following  ia 
the  corrected  reading  of  page  462  of  the  Hisioria  CcelestU}  where  it  will  be  seen  that  an 
alteration  of  10*  is  made  in  the  time  of  transit  of  the  first  two  sUrs ; viz. 

10  22  35*  Draconis  Bor.  I h 17  15 

10  23  45  „ Bor.  y 0 C 20 

11110  „ Bor.  e 3 36  20 

These  alterations  fully  confirm  the  shrewd  and  appropriate  remarks  of  M.  Argelander. 

2465.  70  Ophiitrhi.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  p,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  aa  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it 

2466.  11  Sagittarii.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  .Al  = 266°  35*  15"  and 
I)  = — 23®  8'  10".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  26,  1711,  at  12^  sy  8";  and 
again  on  the  next  day,  at  12"  55*  18':  both  of  which  are  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C, 
page  34,  and  both  of  them  erroneously.  For  in  the  first  observation  he  has  made  an  error  of 
1°  in  the  right  ascension : and  in  copying  out  the  result  fur  the  catalogue  bat  inadvertently 
assumed  the  declination  belonging  to  No.  2473  of  this  catalogue;  viz,  — 23°  8'  10'^  These 
two  errors  being  corrected,  the  star  is  Piazzi  XVII.  366. 

2467.  71  OphiurJii.  1 These  stars  are  designated  by  the  letter  S,  in  the  British  Caialogtte:  but, 

2468.  72  OpMuchi.  t as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I bave  rejected  it  in  both 
cases.  This  letter  appears  to  have  been  borrowed  fmm  Tycho's  catalogue.  The  last  of  these 
two  stars  is  marked  aa  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  CatcUogue : hut  in  the  originai 
entries,  it  is  once  designated  as  the  5th,  and  twice  as  the  4th ; which  latter  I have  adopted 
here, 

2470.  1 Si^ittarii.  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  iR  = 258°  13'  0"  and 
D = — 25°  42'  50".  It  waa  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  15,  1602,  at  9"  31"  17* ; again 
on  May  9,  1699,  at  U"  12"  24‘;  again  on  May  26,  1711,  at  IS"  I"  37* ; and  again  on  the 
next  day  at  12"  57"  46*.  But  the  observation  of  May  26th  is  the  only  one  that  has  been 
rcduccil:  see  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34.  In  U)c  process  of  reduction,  two  errors  have  been 
committed  : viz.  10°  in  right  ascension,  and  2°  in  declination.  These  errors  beii^  corrected, 
the  star  will  correspond  witli  Piazzi  XVII.  386. 

2471.  — Sagittarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  5,  1715,  at  12"  17"  25*.  It  is  the  star 
obaerved  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  172,  at  17"  59"  2*. 5,  mag.  7.  The  reading  per  lineas 
diagonales  diflers  3'  fiom  the  reading  per  strias  oochleee ; but  the  former  is  the  correct  one. 

2472.  73  Opfauefa.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 3°  57'  45"  It 
waa  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  30,  1690,  at  10"  34"  1';  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
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Tol.  23,  pftge  341.  But  in  copying  out  the  zenith  distance  he  has  made  an  error  of  which 
I have  here  corrected.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  9,  in  the  Brituh  Catalogue:  but, 
as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

34*13.  12  SagitUtrii,  The  position  of  this  star  in  the  Britiih  CaialojMe  is  iR  = 2GS^  35'  45",  and 
D = — 24®  O'  10".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  27,  1711,  at  12^  59"  15*;  and 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34.  But  in  the  process  of  reduction  he  has  committed 
two  errors:  viz.  one  by  tssumiog  the  right  ascension  1'30"  too  great;  and  the  oilier  by 
auuming  the  declination  52'  too  great.  These  errors  being  corrected,  the  star  is  the  same  as 
that  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist,  CH.  ;iage  173,  at  IS**  0*  30*. 5 ; and  again  in  page  566,  at 
18“  0*  27*, 5.  mag.  7i- 

2475.  100  Herculis.  This  star  is  called  t by  Flamsteed : but  that  letter  has  already  been  applied 
hy  him  to  43  Herculis.  As  this  star,  although  in  Bayer's  map,  has  no  letter  there  annexed  to 
it,  I have  omitted  it  here. 

3476.  101  Herculis.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  increased  4',  42",5  in  order  to  cor- 
respond with  modem  observations.  There  is  evidently  some  error  in  copying  out  the  list  of  the 
stars  in  the  constellation  Hercules  from  MSS,  vol.  24,  page  104:  as  it  appears  that  some  of 
the  values  have  been  cunected,  whilst  this  remains  the  same.  It  passed  2*  before  102  Herculis ; 
and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  differ  in  right  ascension  more  than  30"  from  that  star. 

2481.  15  Sagitlarii.  This  star  is  called  ju.*by  Flamsteed:  but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by 
that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  which  is  13  SagiUarii.  I have  therefore  rejected  it  here,  on  account 
of  the  difference  in  magnitude, 

24S5.  34  Draconis  y*.  There  is  only  ouc  star  designated  by  the  letter  in  Bayer's  map : but  as 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  ought  to  be  annexed  to  the  present  star,  or  to  31  Dra- 
conist  Flamsteed  has  affixed  it  to  each : which  I have  here  retained.  In  the  British  Catalogue 
it  is  marked  as  of  the  4^  magnitude : but  in  the  original  entries  it  is  so  designated  only  once, 
and  at  another  time  as  of  the  6th : I have  assumed  the  mean.  Piazzi  makes  it  of  the  6th 
only. 

2487.  35  Draconis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 77®  3'  5".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  9,  1703,  at  10“  14*32*,  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  B, 
page  4.  The  reading  of  the  zenith  distance  in  the  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  16)  is  25®  23'  SO" 
and  not  25®  16'  50"  as  in  the  printed  copy : and  this  is  the  value  assumed  by  Flamsteed  in 
his  reduction  of  the  star  in  the  MS  volume  above  mentioned.  The  reading  per  sirias  cochlea 
differs  however  5'  from  this  value : and  modem  observations  show  that  this  is  the  most  correct. 
I hsve  therefore  deducted  that  quantity  from  the  above  value,  and  the  star  wQl  then  be  Piazzi 
XVII.  380,  and  not  370  as  assumed  by  him.  With  respect  to  the  right  aacension,  I would 
remark  that  it  hot  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed  in  the  MS  volume  above  mentioned,  from  that 
of  28  Draconis : but  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  18,  another  method  appears  to  have  been  pur- 
sued ; the  clue  to  which  I cannot  discover.  The  star  was  observed  by  Bradley : and  it 
appears  that  the  right  aacension  must  be  increased  10'  45", 9 in  order  to  correspond  with  his 
observatione. 

3489.  18  Sagittarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  3,  1691,  at  12“  41**  5*:  where  the  time  is 
marked  as  doubtful.  It  is  not  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  but  Mr.  Hodgson  has  reduced 
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it  in  MSS,  vol.  62  C,  page  59$  and  makes  its  right  ascension  to  be  59^  more  than  19  Sa^ttarii. 
The  star  is  inserted  in  Halky’s  edition  of  1712;  where  the  right  ascension  is  stated  to  be 
271°  15'  0".  1 have  therefore  ventured  to  make  the  conectlun  of  1°.  It  is  Piazzi  XVIII.  52  $ 

and  not  33,  as  he  has  erroneously  supposed. 

2491.  74  Ophiucki.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  r,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it. 

2492.  105  Herculis,  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is 271°  lO'  10".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  1, 1702,  at  10”  53*40*;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
▼ol.  23,  page  340:  but  in  deducing  the  right  asccnaion  he  has  made  a mistake  of  1*.  I have 
therefore  added  15*  to  the  above  value;  and  it  will  now  more  nearly  accord  with  modem 
ob8er^’ation8. 

2497.  108  Herculis,  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 29°  43'  40".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  J uly  4,  1 690,  at  1 0”  32“  1 4* ; and  was  reduced  by  him  in  M SS, 
vol.  23,  page  341.  But  in  the  steps  of  the  process  it  will  be  seen  that  he  has  made  an  error 
of  I',  which  I have  here  corrected. 

2498.  1 Lgr<p  k.  This  star  has  a Ictttf  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue,  which  may  be 
taken  either  for  x,  or  x : but,  as  it  should  be  the  former  of  these  letters,  I have  here 
retained  it 

2501.  23  Sagiitarsi.  The  position  of  thia  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  iR  = 272°  55'  30",  and 
D = — 24°4'0".  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  26,  1711,  at  13*‘20“23‘;  and 
again  on  the  next  day,  at  13”  16“  33*.  The  first  observation  was  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  26  C,  page  34,  ami  in  the  process  of  reduction  two  errors  have  been  cemunitted  : viz.  P in 
the  right  ascension,  and  40'  in  the  declination.  1 cannot  find  the  star  in  any  catalogue : but 
Prof.  Airy,  at  my  request,  has  been  kind  enough  to  look  out  for  it,  and  finds  not  only  that  the 
star  exists,  but  that  it  agrees  very  well  with  Flamsteed's  position. 

2505  . 24  Sagittxtrii.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  273°  34'  45".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  May  26,  1711,  at  13”  23“  40*;  and  again  on  the  next  day,  at 
13”  19“  50* ; the  former  of  which  has  been  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  34.  Both 
observations  agree  very  well  u^tber,  and  show  that  it  followed  7“  57'  after  21  Sc^'ftont.  Its 
right  ascension  therefore  ought  to  be  273°  43'  45" : and  I apprehend  that  it  is  a typographical 
error  arising  ftom  a transposition  of  the  figures  indicating  the  minutes.  It  is  Piazzi  XVIII. 
105 ; and  not  99  as  supposed  by  him.  It  was  observed  by  Bradley. 

2509.  1 At^uilte.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  m,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2510.  38  Draamis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  68°  32'  10".  It 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  3, 1703,  at  10”  52“  14*;  and  the  declination  is  deducefl  by 
him  from  the  reading  per  tineas  diagonales,  which  differs  5'  from  the  reading  per  sirias  cochleee. 
But  modem  observations  show  that  the  latter  is  the  more  correct ; and  I have  therefore  adderl 
5'  to  the  above  value. 

2512.  — Sa^’Moru.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  1, 1699,  at  11*'2'"  11'.  It  is  Piazzi  XVIII. 
129  =:  740  Mayer. 
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25)3.  40  Draeonis.  The  right  afcenaion  of  this  star  is  deduced  bjr  Flamsteed  from  that  of  28 
Druronis;  and  must  he  increased  6'  16^', 2 in  order  to  correspond  with  Bradley*s  obeervations. 

2514.  41  Draconis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caiaiogue  is  + 79^  57'  10".  it 
was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  9,  1703,  at  10^  34*  55':  and  by  comparing  its  zenith  dis> 
tance  with  that  of  the  stars  observed  on  the  same  day,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  error  of  3'  has 
been  made ; which  I have  here  corrected.  It  was  observed  by  Bradley : and  the  right  ascension 
here  given  must  be  increased  6^  0",8  in  order  to  agree  with  his  observations. 

2516.  42  Dratonis.  The  r^hc  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  increased  6'  26", 1 in  order  to  cor- 
respond with  Bradley’s  observations.  In  MSS,  vol.  26  B,  page  2,  it  is  deduced  from  that  of 
/3  DraconiSy  observed  on  the  same  day  : but  in  vol.  26  C,  page  18,  another  mode  is  adopted; 
the  clue  to  which  1 cannot  discover. 

2518.  2 Aguila.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  o in  the  British  Catalogue  : but,  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  rejected  it  here. 

2520.  44  Draconis  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  must  be  increased  5’  47",6  in  onicr  to  cor- 
respond with  Bradley’s  observations.  See  the  note  to  No.  2516  above;  which  applies  in  like 
manner  to  this  star. 

2522.  3 Aipsitce.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  n in  the  British  Caiaiogue : but,  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2523.  45  Draconis  d.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  277^  7'  30" ; 
which  is  stated  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  16,  to  have  been  obtained  per  distantias.  But  there 
arc  two  good  observations  of  it  with  the  mural  arc,  which  have  been  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in 
MSS,  vol.  26  B,  pages  1 and  2,  (in  the  latter  of  which  there  is  an  error  of  1*,)  and  which 
make  the  right  ascension  276®  5F  30",  as  stated  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712.  1 have  there- 
fore restored  the  former  value;  which  will  now  more  nearly  correapond  with  modern  observatiuns. 
The  computation  of  the  observation  per  distantias  is  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  14  ; and  the 
result  is  there  given  277®  lO'  54". 

2527.  6 Aguila.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  i in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it.  The  magnitude  (which  should  be  3^ 
according  to  the  MS)  diBers  considerably  from  Piazzi's  value,  which  is  5^. 

2528.  29  Sagittarii.  Besides  the  6 observations  of  this  star,  indicated  by  Miss  Herschel,  there  is 
another  on  June  5,  1690,  at  12’’  51"*  41*.  On  referring  to  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  4) 
1 find  that  the  time  of  transit  should  be  12“  55*"  41*.  This  error  of  the  press  has  given  rise  to 
the  supposition  that  another  and  a different  star  was  intended : viz.  No.  14  of  Miss  Herechcl's 
catalogue,  and  No.  469  of  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars;  but  which  coTuequcnily  does 
not  exist.  M.  Aigclauder’s  remarks  on  this  star  are  here  also  confirmed. 

2544.  — Sagittarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  5, 1690,  at  13*  1”  37*;  and  again  onJuly  21, 
1693,  at  9“  52”  39^ : both  of  which  are  regularly  and  correctly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
pages  125  and  127 ; and  inserted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  in  page  134 

of  the  same  volume.  I know  not  why  it  was  excluded  from  the  British  Catalogue.  It  is 
Piazzi  XVIII.  225. 

2546.  9 Lgra  There  is  but  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  x,  in  Bayer’s  map : but  as  it  may 
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lie  daubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  this  or  the  preceding  star,  Flamsteed  has  annexed 
it  to  each,  which  1 have  here  retained. 

2548.  36  Sagiitarii  1 There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  in  Bayer's  map  : but,  as 

2550.  37  Sagiilarii  ^ i it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belonp  to  36  or  37  Sagittarii., 
Flamsteed  has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  here  retained.  In  the  Briliih  C<^aiogue^  37 
SagiUarii  is  marked  os  of  the  6th  magnitude  (that  is,  le%s  than  36  Sagiitiarii)  but  in  the  on- 
ginal  entries  it  is  stated  to  greater ^ and  of  the  4th ; which  value  I have  here  adopted. 

2531.  ai  Serftentis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  Caiatogue  is  +6°  14^40''.  It 

was  observetl  by  Flamsteed  on  June  30,  1690,  at  1 20"  3* ; and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vot.  23,  page  233.  But  in  the  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  an  error  of  i\  which  I have 
here  corrected. 

2552.  9 AguUa.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  k in  the  Brituk  Cataiogue : but,  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer*s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2553.  63  SeTf)eniis  9.  I have  no  doubt  but  that  this  is  the  9 of  Bayer,  although  the  petition  of  the 
star  does  not  exactly  accord  with  that  in  his  map. 

2561.  12  Aguilet.  This  star  is  designated  by  tbe  letter  tin  the  British  Cataiogxse  : but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it.  It  is  also  marked  as  of  the  4th  mag- 
nitude : but  in  tbe  original  entry  it  U designated  as  the  5th  i which  I have  here  retained. 

2563.  13  Lgr^.  This  star  has  tbe  letter  ir  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  iu  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  iL 

2564.  ~ Sagittarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  29,  1700,  at  II'  17*  26* ; and  i^in  on  the 
next  day,  at  11'  13"  T.  It  is  tlie  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  173,  at 
18'  52-  0*.  mag.  8. 

2573.  — SagiUarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  August  12,  1692,  at  ^ 44“  0*.  It  is  supposed  by 
M.  Argelander  to  be  the  star  observed  by  Lalaude  in  Hist.  CH.  page  171,  at  18'  56“  39*,5, 
mag.  7.  This  will  certainly  agree  with  the  time  of  transit;  hut  in  the  original  MS  entry 
(MSS,  Tol.  5)  it  is  called  comesv,  and  the  star  here  alluded  to  diflera  upwards  of  2^  4'  fromir. 
I rather  think  that  it  is  the  star  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  173,  at  18'  56“  18*,  mag.  6 : and  that 
Flamsteed  has  recorded  the  time  of  transit  erroneously. 

2577.  — Draconis.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  31,  1692,  at  O'  29“  33*,  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  B,  p^e  2.  It  is  also  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712;  but  with 
an  erroneous  position.  It  should  be  remarked  that  the  reading  per  tineas  diagonales  differs 
8'  from  that  per  strias  cockled : Flamsteed  has  assumed  the  former  reading,  but  no  star  can 
be  found  corresponding  thereto.  I have  assumed  however  that  the  latter  is  the  correct  reading ; 
and  the  star  will  then  agree  nearly  with  No.  216  Draconis  in  Bode’s  great  catalogue : which 
has  been  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  359,  at  16'  49“  53*,  mag.  6 ; and  three  times  in 
the  Mhn.  de  tAcad.  for  1789.  1 would  remark  that,  in  the  original  entry,  the  senith  diatance 

is  marked  as  doubtful.  If  therefore  we  read  22°  KK  15",  as  suggested  by  M.  Argelander,  the 
w hole  of  the  discordance  will  vanish : since  the  declination  would  then  be  + 73°  42^  5". 

2579.  16  Lyr<B.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catfdogue  is  + 37°  31'  15".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  4,  1690,  at  11'  15*  40*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in 
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MSS,  voi.  23,  page  347.  But  in  copying  it  out  in  the  list  of  stare  in  the  constellation  Lyra, 
in  page  416  of  the  same  volume,  he  has  made  an  error  of  9^,  which  I have  here  corrected. 
The  declination  is  correctly  given  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712,  under  tlie  constellation  Cyynur, 
This  star  has  the  letter  p annexed  to  it  in  the  Britith  C<Ualo<jue : but  there  is  no  such  letter  in 
Bayer’s  map.  1 have  therefore  omitted  it. 

2580.  — Lyra.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  26,  1690,  at  9^  49*"  28*;  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  347,  but  not  inserted  in  lus  list  of  the  stars  in  the  constellation 
Lyra,  in  page  416  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalaude  in  HttL  Cei. 
page  20,  at  18^  56"  53',5,  msg.  6. 

2583.  50  Oracmis.  The  right  aacension  of  this  star  must  be  incresaed  18'  35", 7 in  order  to  cor- 
respond with  Bradley’s  observstions.  The  two  observations  by  Flamsteed  are  regularly 
reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  26  B,  pages  2 and  4 ; but  they  are  very  discordant : and  again,  in 
another  manner  (the  clue  to  which  I cannot  discover),  in  vol  26  C,  page  18.  I cannot  find 
how  the  present  right  ascension  has  been  deduced. 

2584.  17  Lyra,  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  4-  32®  3'  35".  It  was 
ol)terved  by  Flamsteed  on  July  26,  1690,  at  9^  52"  0* ; and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol  23,  page  347.  But  the  reading  ^er  tineas  diatjonales  differs  1'  from  that  per  striat  cochlea. 
Flamsteed  lias  assumed  the  former  as  the  correct  reading:  but  modem  observations  show  that 
the  latter  is  the  true  one.  I have  therefore  subtracted  I'  from  the  above  value. 

2588.  51  Draconia.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  284®  20^  30" ; 
but  I suspect  that  this  is  an  error  of  the  press,  and  that  the  minutes  should  be  39.  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  29,  1692,  at  9^  41"  55‘;  and  though  the  time  is  mailed  as 
doubtful,  1 apprehend  it  is  correct  But  Flamsteed  has  made  an  enror  of  50*  in  copying  it 
out  for  computation  in  MSS,  vol  26  B,  page  1 : and  in  vol  26  C,  page  18,  he  has  given  ano- 
ther and  a different  value,  which  he  says  was  obtained  per  distantiasj  and  which  is  nearly  the 
same  as  that  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1713.  The  value  which  I have  adoptetl  is  that 
which  is  shown  by  s comparison  of  its  time  of  transit,  with  that  of  53  Oraeonis  on  the  same 
day ; and  which  agrees  with  modem  observations. 

2591.  — Vulpecxila.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  13,  1702,  at  ^ 54"  7*;  and  again  on  Aug. 
23,  at  S'*  16"  52*:  both  of  which  observations  are  r^ularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol  23, 
page  354.  It  is  the  atar  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  105,  at  lO**  3"  38*,  msg.  G^. 

3593.  19  Lyra.  The  declination  of  this  atar  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  -f  38®  47'  35".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  26, 1690,  at  O'*  56"  12*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  liim  iu 
MSS,  vol  23,  page  347  : but,  in  copying  it  out  fnr  the  press,  an  error  of  8°  has  been  made, 
which  1 have  here  corrected.  It  is  accurately  printed  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1712:  and  has 
been  observed  by  Bradley.  This  error  has  given  rise  to  the  supposition  tliat  another  and  a 
different  star  was  intended : viz.  No.  18  of  Mire  Herschel’s  catalogue,  and  No.  476  of  my  list 
of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stare ; which  consequently  does  not  exist. 

2596.  23  AguHa.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Calalogve  is  + 0®  32'  30''.  It  has 
been  regularly  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vul  23,  page  247 : but  in  copying  out  (he  result, 
in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Aguila,  in  page  312  of  the  same  volume,  he  has  made 
an  error  of  1',  which  1 have  here  corrected.  In  the  British  Catalogue  this  star  is  marked  as 
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uf  the  7th  magnitude:  but,  in  the  original  eturiea,  it  is  designated  as  the  5th;  which  I hare 
here  retained. 

2602.  45  Sfi^V^arii  &*.  There  is  onl)r  one  star  designated  as  in  Bayer’s  map : but,  as  it  may  be 
doubtful  whether  such  letter  ought  to  belong  to  44  <Voyt<tor«,  or  the  present  star  (or  indeed 
whether  their  joint  appearance  might  not  have  been  considered  as  one  star),  Flamsteed  has 
uuncxed  the  letter  to  each;  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

2606.  2 Vulpecula.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  13,  1702,  after  S*  57"  41';  and  again  on 
Aug.  23,  at  8^  22“  10*:  l>oth  of  which  are  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  354  ; and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  tliat  this  is  the  star  intended  to  have  been  inserted  as  2 yvlpecultr 
in  the  Brilish  Cataiogue;  but  which  is  left  blank,  the  longitude  and  latitude  only  being  given 
as  deduced  from  Hevelius’s  catalogue.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hiti.  Cel.  page 
28.  at  19"  8"  51',5,  mag.  5. 

2608.  29  Agmla.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  30,  1690,  after  11*  44“  46'.  The  6mc  of 
transit  is  not  stated ; but  be  remarks  that  it  (massed  almost  at  the  same  moment  as  28  Aquil<r. 
It  was  observed  by  Bradley.  The  right  ascension  is  not  given  in  the  British  Catalogue : but 
I have  assumed  an  approximate  value,  corresponding  with  modem  observations.  This  star  is 
called  CO*  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by  that  letter  in 
Bayer’s  map;  which  is  25  Aquila.  I have  therefore  rejected  it  here,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ference of  magnitude. 

26U.  47  5o^ftariV  1 There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  ^ in  Bayer’s  map  : but, 

2612.  48  Sagitiarii  V as  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  impression  of  such  star  might  not 

2613.  49  Sa^Uarii  j have  been  caused  by  the  united  light  of  the  three  stars  here  quoted, 

Flamsteed  has  annexed  such  letter  to  each  of  them ; which  I have  here  retiuned.  The  first  of 
these  stars  is  marked  as  of  the  5lh  msgnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  in  the  original 
entries,  it  u designated  as  the  6th.  The  second  of  them  is  also  marked  of  the  5th ; but  in 
the  original  entry  it  is  called  telesccfica,  and  designated  as  the  8th.  I have  therefore  made 
the  requisite  alterations. 

2622  Saoitlarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  28,  1702,  at  12*  8*  27*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XIX-  126. 

2625.  23  Ursa  Minoris  This  star  was  observed  only  once  by  Flamsteed,  viz.  on  June  3,  1691, 
at  13*  45"  35*;  and  then  at  the  s{)ccial  request  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  as  appears  by  a note 
made  in  the  margin  of  the  book  containing  the  original  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5).  The  right  ascen- 
sion assumed  by  him,  which  has  licen  deduced  per  distantiaSf  as  may  be  seen  in  MS$,  vol.  26 
A,  page  23,  must  be  diminished  12'  15'^0  in  order  to  correspomi  with  Bradley’s  observations. 
But  no  great  accuracy  can  be  expected  in  stars  thus  computed,  and  so  near  the  pole.  In  Halley's 
edition  of  1712,  the  right  ascension  is  267°  35'  0''. 

2626.  2 Cy^t.  Besides  the  three  observations  of  this  star  indicated  by  Miss  Herschel,  there  is 
another  made  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  5,  1690,  after  7*  40".  The  time  of  transit  is  not  given  i 
but  Flamsteed  has  reduced  the  zcnitli  distance  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  351 ; and  in  so  doing 
hss  made  an  error  of  6'  in  copying  out  the  observaUon.  In  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation 
Cygnus.  m page  418  of  the  same  volume,  he  has  inserted  the  result  of  this  computation  after 
4 Cygnii  which  has  given  rise  to  the  supposiliou  that  another  and  a diftcrent  star  was  intended : 
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ris.  b Cygnif  whose  right  tscension  in  the  Britijh  Catalogue  is  undetermined,  ind  whose  decU* 
nation  is  there  stated  to  be  + 29P  8'  S'' : but  wtiich  does  not  exist.  Both  Bradley  and  Piazzi 
have  given  the  name  of  5 Cggni  to  a star  that  will  not  agree  with  this  observation. 

2627.  4 Vulpeculee.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  Is  + 19^  12*  IS''; 
which  was  deduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  253,  from  the  observation  made  on 
Aug.  20,  1690,  at  8**  35”  24*.  But  it  will  be  seen  that  the  reading  per  lineeu  diagojuiles 
difTera  P from  that  per  strias  cochUee ; and  that  the  latter  is  the  correct  reading,  may  be  ascer- 
tained from  a comparison  of  the  observation  of  the  same  star  made  on  Aug.  23,  at  8^  23"  53*. 

I hare  therefore  added  P to  the  above  value. 

2629.  3 Cggni,  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogur  is  + 24®  36'  55".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  20,  1690,  at  6^  46*  26' ; which  was  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  351.  But  in  copying  out  the  corrected  zenith  distance,  he  has  made  an  error  of 
5' ; and,  in  transcribing,  another  error  of  9' : both  of  which  i have  here  rectified : and  it  will 
DOW  agree  with  modem  observations. 

2630.  5 Vvdpeeuta.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Aug.  20,  1690,  at  S'*  36*  14*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a cluster  of  stars  about  it.  This  is  Ileracliel  VIII.  21. 

2635.  7 Vulpecul^.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  ma^itude,  in  the  British  Catalogue.^  but 
in  the  original  entries,  it  is  always  designated  as  the  6th  ; which  I have  Uiercfurc  adopted. 

2636.  8 Vulpecula.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  CiUedogue  is  + 24°  39'  25".  There 
are  3 observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed;  all  of  which  are  correctly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  pages  351,  353,  and  355.  But  in  copying  out  the  results  in  page  418  of  the  same 
volume,  he  has  made  an  error  of  30'  which  I have  here  rectified.  Tlie  value  is  correctly  given 
in  Halley's  edition  of  1712;  and  I know  not  why  it  was  afrerwards  altered. 

3637.  — Vulpeculte.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Atig.  13,  1702,  at  9^  8"  39*;  and  again  on 
Aug.  23,  at  6*'  30"  23*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIX.  128. 

2639.  52  Sii^Uarii  h*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  A,  in  Bayer’s  map : but,  as 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  51  Sa^ttarUj  or  the  present  star,  Flamsteed 
has  annexed  it  to  each,  wliich  I have  here  retained.  In  the  Britiih  Catalogue  it  is  marked  as 
nf  the  Clb  magnitude : but  in  the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  5th ; which  t have 
therefore  adopted. 

2642.  — Cggni.  Observed  by  Flaraptccd  on  June  15,  1691,  at  13**  9"  49* ; and  again  on  Aug.  13, 
1702,  at  9^  13"  G*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIX.  162 ; and  was  also  observed  by  Bradley. 

2643.  — Sagittarii.  Obeerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  9,  1700,  at  7''  2G"  48*.  It  is  Piazzi  XIX. 
176  = 793  Mayer. 

2645.  — Sagittarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  9,  1700,  at  7*  27™  30^.  It  is  Piazzi  XIX. 
180  = 794  Mayer. 

2647.  7 Cy^ni  i'.  This  star  has  no  letter  annexed  to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  since,  in  con- 
junction with  10  Cggnit  it  may  be  assumed  as  the  star  to  which  Bayer  annexed  the  letter  j,  in 
his  map,  I have  designated  this  as 

2648.  59  Draconis.  One  of  the  observations  nf  this  star,  viz.  that  made  on  July  9,  1703,  has  been 
erroneously  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  19,  and  26  B,  page  4;  by  his 
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haring  aaiunied  the  time  of  tranait  aa  11^  23*  10*»  instead  of  1 1**  31*  3*  as  in  the  printed  copy. 
Whence  hu  arisen  the  introduction  of  56  J>raconix  into  the  British  Calaioijue ; whose  position 
there  giren  U iU  = 281®  52'  30"  and  D = + 16°  1'  ; hut  which  does  not  exist  Unfor- 

tunately the  original  MS  entry  n not  in  existence : but  in  tlkC  transcript  (MSS,  rol  16)  it  ia 
exactly  as  in  the  printed  co{>y.  So  that  I presume  that  the  error  was  afterwards  discorered, 
and  found  to  be  the  same  as  the  present  one.  Consequently  Piazzi  XIX.  33  is  not  56  Draconis^ 
as  erroneously  supposed  by  that  astronomer. 

2649.  8 Cyjiu.  There  arc  two  observations  of  thia  atar;  both  of  which  Flamsteed  has  reduced  in 
MSS,  \’ol.  23,  pages  351  and  355.  But  he  has  aasumod  the  declination,  deduced  from  the 
former,  as  the  most  correct,  in  hia  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Cy^tu,  in  page  418  of  the 
same  volume.  Tlus  differs  however  55"  from  the  declination,  deduced  from  tlie  latter:  which, 
according  to  modem  observations,  is  the  more  correct  of  the  two. 

2651.  41  A<ptiUe  $.  Besides  the  4 observations  of  this  star  indicated  by  Miss  Hersche),  there  is 
another  made  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  9,  1113,  at  9^  24*  53*;  tod  which  she  haa  considered  to 
be  another  and  a different  star : viz.  No.  358  of  her  catal<^ue,  and  No.  484  of  my  list  of  Flam- 
steed's inedited  stars.  The  present  star  is  marked  as  of  the  3^  magnitude  in  the  British 
Catalogue : but  in  the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  4th  only ; which  1 have  here 
retained. 

26.56.  — Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  30,  1691,  at  12*“  2"  52*;  and  regularly 

reduced  by  him  in  XfSS,  vol.  23,  page  125 ; but  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the 
constellation  &i^7fan'ur,  in  page  134  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piazzi  XIX.  201  =;  796 
Mayer : and  was  observed  by  Bradley. 

2657.  10  Cggni  t*.  This  is  the  star  which  Flamsteed  considers  to  be  the  i in  Bayer’s  map  ; but, 
sec  the  note  to  No.  2641  above. 

2658.  9 Cggni.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  it  not  givcu  in  the  Catalogtte : but  in 

MSS,  voL  23,  page  418,  it  is  approximately  given  as  here  stated.  The  magnitude  likewise  is 
omitted ; which  I have  here  supplied  from  the  recorded  observation. 

2639.  24  Ursa  Minoru.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  Briti%h  Calaiogue  is  288°  9'  0", 
It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  3,  1691,  at  IS**  51*  20*;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  26  A,  page  25.  But  in  deducing  the  right  ascension  he  has  made  a mistake  of  10*.  I 
have  therefore  added  2°  30'  to  the  above  value.  The  right  ascension  in  Ilallcy’a  edition  of 
1112  is  290°  31'  15":  so  that  the  error  must  have  been  delected  prior  to  the  publication  of 
that  work.  The  right  ascension  however  as  it  now  stands,  must  be  diminished  13'  30", 3 in 
order  to  correspond  with  Bradley’s  observations : but  this  arises  rinm  the  error  of  the  deter- 
mining star,  viz.  4 Ursa  ^finoris. 

2664.  — Cygni.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  15,  1691,  after  9^  9“  56*.  It  is  probably  the 
star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  237,  at  IQ"  2T"  22*,4,  mag.  6. 

2666.  55  Sagittarii  e".  There  is  only  one  star  designated  hy  the  letter  e,  in  Bayer’s  map  : but  as 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  54  Sagittariiy  or  the  present  star,  Flamsteed 
has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  therefore  retained. 

2661.  — SagUtarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  9,  1113,  at  9^  30"  O'.  It  is  Piazzi  XIX. 
230  = 199  Mayer. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Notet  to  the  British  Catalogue. 


627 


2614.  56  Sa^iiifxrU  /.  In  the  ob«enrttion  of  this  slsr  on  July  96, 1690,  st  10^  24”  55*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a small  companion  following  it  to  the  south : which  U probably  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cct.  page  113,  at  19"  35”  3*,  mag.  9. 

2680.  61  lyraconis  <r.  There  appears  to  be  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination,  of 
— 1",620 ; which  will  reduce  the  difference  in  declination  to  + 21", 5. 

2682.  16  Cyjni  c.  See  the  note  to  No.  2134. 

2681.  11  Cy^t  M.  Bessel  does  rvot  think  that  this  is  the  star,  designated  by  the  letter  x 
BaycHs  map.  But  there  is  no  other  star  of  that  magnitude  observed  by  Flamsteed  or  Piazzi 
that  cornea  nearer  to  the  position  there  indicated.  I apprehend  that  the  error  is  in  Bayer,  as 
there  is  no  star  in  the  catalogue  either  of  Ptolemy  or  Tycho  that  will  accord  with  the  position 
he  has  giveti. 

2688.  11  Vtilpecxda.  This  star  is  inserted  in  the  British  Co/o/nyue,  but  without  either  right 
ascension  or  declination  annexed  : the  longitude  and  latitude  are  however  given,  as  if  deduced 
from  Hevelius.  1 have  not  been  oblc  to  find  any  observation  of  it  by  Flamsteed,  nor  can  I 
discover  that  such  a star  exists : the  ol>scrvation  in  Lalande’s  Hist.  Cel.  page  25,  evidently 
does  not  belong  to  this  star.  In  fact,  it  appears  from  the  following  account  of  it,  given  by 
Hevelius,  that  it  no  longer  exists : — “ Pariter  ilia  nova  sub  capitc  Cyyni,  scu  potius  in  aurc 
**  sinistra  Vulpervla.^  uti  in  catalogo  meo  denominatur,  cum  primum  anno  1610,  mense  Julio, 
**  sub  adspectum  prodiret,  tertiK*  magnitudinis  extitit:  brevi  autem  post  adco  diminuta  ut,anno 
“ 1671,  die  23  August!,  penitus  sit  cxstincU.  Sed  proximo  anno  1612,  die  8 Marti!,  rursu.^ 
**  affulsit,  inilio  instar  miimtissinuc  alicujus  stellulc,  ddnde  vero  ad  terliam  magnitudiuem 
**  crevit,  ac  denuo  sensim  imniinuta,  sic  ut  altera  vice  anno  1672,  die  25  Septembris  penitus 
" evanucrit,  ut  ab  eo  tempore  nunquam  a quopiam  sit  conspecta : sicut  ex  Mach,  mea  Cclesti, 
**  ac  epistola  ad  Oldcnburgium  clucct.*'  Hevelius  ProdromMs  Astrotumiay  page  122.  Under 
the  presumption,  however,  that  it  may  be  a variahlcy  and  not  a tost  star,  I have  preserved  its 
recorded  position,  with  a view  of  inducing  astronomers  to  look  out  fur  it,  from  time  to  time. 

2695-  — Aquila.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  25,  1690,  after  10"  SI”  16*.  It  is  perhaps  the 
star  observed  by  Lalsndc  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  109,  at  19"  42*"  21*, 5,  mag.  5. 

2700.  9 Sngittif.  Tliis  star  is  marked  as  of  the  Gth  magnitude,  in  the  British  Caiaiogtte : but  in 
the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  6i^ ; which  I have  therefore  adopted. 

2103.  19  Cggni.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Aug.  15,  1691,  at  9"  24“  46*,  Flamsteed  re- 
marks that  it  has  a com|mnian  preceding  it  to  the  south : which  U probably  the  star  observed 
by  I.Alandc  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  14,  at  19"  41”  53*,  mag.  6.  If  so,  it  was  also  observed  by 
Bradley  : and  is  the  star  (XIX.  .304)  which  Piazzi  has  erroneously  called  19  Cggru. 

2104.  60  Sagittarii  A.  This  star  has  the  small  tetter  a affixed  to  it  in  the  British  Co/ofoyne  : but 
Bayer  always  commenced  the  Roman  alphabet,  with  a large,  or  capital,  letter. 

2106.  13  Vulpeeula.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  Brilish  Catalogue : but 
in  the  origiTial  entry  it  is  designated  as  4^ ; which  I have  here  retained. 

2108.  — Vulpecula.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  25,  1690,  at  8"  45"  36*;  and  regularly  re- 
duced by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  349;  but  omitted  to  be  inserted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the 
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constellatiun  Cyynus  is  page  418  of  the  tame  Tolame.  It  ia  Piazzi  XIX.  321 ; and  was  alto 
obaerved  b;  Bradley. 

21 U.  20  Cifgni  d.  This  star  ia  not  designated  by  any  letter  in  (he  Britisk  Catalogue : but  as  it  U 
d in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  restored  that  letter. 

2119.  13  ^agitta.  The  letter  x ^ ^ttnexed  to  thia  star  in  the  Britith  Catalogue  ; but  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it 

2121.  24  Cggni  d*.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  ia  not  given  in  the  British  Catalogue.  It 
was  observed  by  HamBtccd  on  Sept.  25,  1690,  at  1**  2^*  circiler.  The  right  aacenrion  is  given 
in  lUlley*s  edition  of  1112,  from  wliich  the  right  ascension  in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken  : 
and  it  agrees  very  well  with  modem  observations. 

2124.  15  Vutpeeulee.  The  r^ht  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  291^  24^0". 
It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  25,  1690,  at  8'‘52"31*;  and  again  on  Sept  I,  at 
8**  30"  r,5  i and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  .349.  It  is  also  copied  out 
correctly  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  cunatcUation  Cggnus  in  page  418  of  the  aame  volume;  viz. 
JR  = 291°  4'  0^' ; and  this  likewise  is  the  value  inserted  in  Halley’s  edition  of  1112.  Why 
it  was  afterwards  altered  I have  not  been  able  to  aacertain  : hut  I have  here  restored  the 
ordinal  and  correct  value. 

2130.  14  Sagitt(P.  The  letter  g is  annexed  to  tbia  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but,  as  there  ia 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it. 

2131.  15  SagittiF.  The  letter  z is  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Cataiogue : but,  as  there  b 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it. 

2133.  64  Aguitsr.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  1°  SO'  20".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  June  5,  1690,  at  14“  16”  4' ; again  on  Sept.  16, 1690,  at  1“  40“  40* ; 
and  again  on  June  26,  1691,  at  12“  49*  10* ; hut  the  Ural  and  last  only  have  been  reduced  by 
Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  241  and  251,  where  the  results  are  correctly  given.  But 
in  copying  them  out  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Aqvila^  in  page  316  of  the  same 
volume,  he  has  made  an  error  of  2';  which  I have  here  corrected. 

21.34.  26  Cggni  e.  This  star  b called  c*  in  the  British  Catalogue  ; but  it  is  e in  Bayer's  map,  and 
I have  therefore  restored  the  correct  reading.  This  is  no  second  star  denoted  by  c in  those 
maps,  and  conseciucntly  16  Cggni  should  not  be  designated  as  c',  hut  merely  as  c. 

2136.  1 raprtcomi  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  ^ in  Bayer’s  map  : but  as  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  2 C<ipricomi,  or  to  the  present  star,  I have 
annexed  it  to  both. 

2141.  65  Draconit,  This  star  b marked  as  of  the  5.^  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but 
in  the  recorded  observations  it  b desisted  as  the  1th ; which  I have  here  retmned.  There 
is  only  one  star  denoted  by  the  letter  e in  Bayer’s  map,  which  is  64  Oraconis : I have  there- 
fore rejected  the  letter  here,  on  account  of  the  dilTercDce  of  magnitude. 

2156.  1 Capricomi  r.  There  b no  magnitude  affixed  to  tliis  star,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but 
in  one  of  the  or^nal  entries,  it  b called  the  6th  ; which  I have  here  adopted. 

2158.  — VutpecuUe.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  25,  1690,  after  9“  6"  19*.  It  b the  star 
observed  by  lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  26,  at  20“  6"  32*,5,  mag.  5. 
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*2762.  — Ca^icomi.  Obterved  by  Flamateccl  on  Aug.  6,  1690,  at  10^  16*  27;  and  again  on 
Sept.  8,  1714,  at  8"  21*  1*.  It  is  Piazzi  XX.  79;  and  waa  also  obterved  by  Bradley. 

2765-  30  Cy^ni  o'.  This  star  it  marked  a»  of  the  4lh  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but 
in  the  original  enthet,  it  ia  once  ao  called,  and  once  of  the  5tb  only ; I have  therefore  taken 
the  mean.  In  one  of  the  obtcrvaiious  it  ia  staled  to  be  a little  brighter  than  31  Cygni. 

2769.  33  Cygni.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  25,  1690,  after  7*  20"  52*,5.  In  the  original 
MS  entry  it  baa  the  mark  B against  it ; which  denotes  tliat  it  was  observed  to  the  north  of  thr 
zenith;  but  this  is  omittted  in  the  printed  copy.  In  consequence  of  this  omission  it  has 
generally  been  supposed  to  belong  to  another  and  a different  star:  viz.  No.  29  of  Misa 
Herachers  catalogue,  and  No.  494  of  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars ; but  which  conse* 
qucntly  docs  not  exist.  It  is  correctly  deduccfl  in  MSS,  vol  23,  page  353.  There  is  no  right 
ascension  set  against  this  star  in  the  British  Caiaioguo:  but  I have  annexed  an  approximate 
value,  agreeing  with  modern  observations.  Neither  is  there  any  magnitude  annexed  ; which  I 
have  however  supplied  from  the  original  entry. 

2770.  34  Cygni.  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  star  which  shone  out  with  so  much  lustre  in  the  year 
1600;  and  ia  colled,  in  Uie  old  catalogues,  Stella  noca. 

2771.  Draconis.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed  on  July  29,  I692,at  lO^BO^iy, 
he  states  that  it  has  a companion  15'  distant.  Probably  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in 

de  rArati.  for  1789,  page  213.  at  20^  5"  48*,3,  mag.  7. 

2772.  35  Cygni.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  m in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2773.  36  Cygni.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 36®  S'  10".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  8,  1690,  at  8"  25"  17*:  and  the  declination  is  deduced,  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  351,  from  the  reading  per  tineas  Jiagonales,  which  differs  5'  from  that  per 
strias  cochlea.  But  it  appears,  fmm  modern  observations,  that  the  latter  is  the  correct  reading, 
and  I have  therefore  deducted  5'  from  the  above  value. 

2774.  69  Draeonis.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  + 75®  .30'  50".  It 
was  oWrvcd  by  Flamsteed  on  July  9,  1703,  at  12*'  18*  30*,  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  26  A,  page  19,  end  26  B,  page  4 : but  the  results  arc  discordant.  In  the  MS  entry  (MSS, 
vol.  16)  the  zenith  distance  is  23®  53' 45":  but  the  value  printed  in  the  Historia  Caelesiis 
appears  to  be  the  correct  reading : and  by  comparing  it  with  that  of  1 Cephei.,  which  imme- 
diately follows  on  the  same  day,  it  will  seem  that  an  error  of  5'  has  been  committed  ; which  I 
have  here  corrected.  I would  further  remark  that  the  right  ascension  roust  be  increased 
O'  56",5,  in  order  to  correspond  with  Bradley's  observations.  This  arises  Iroro  the  cimimstance 
that  the  right  ascension  has  been  determined  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  26  A,  page  19,  from 
compariann  with  that  of  1 Cephei\  which  itself  requires  to  be  increased.  The  reduction  in 
MSS.  26  B,  page  4,  cornea  more  nearly  to  the  correct  value. 

2775.  — Aquilo'.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  25,  1690,  after  9^  12"  54‘.  The  time  of 
transit  is  not  given  : but  the  star  ia  probably  that  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CB.  page  190, 
at  20^  12"  39*,4,  mag.  6^. 

2777.  10  Capricorru  x.  There  ia  no  magnitude  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  : nor 
can  I 6nd  any  record  of  it  in  the  obaervationa.  Piazzi  makes  it  to  be  of  the  5th. 
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2778.  37  y.  Besides  the  9 observationB  of  this  star  indicated  by  Mias  Uerscbel,  there  is 
another  made  by  Flamsteed  on  July  1,  1703,  at  12*'  44*  58*,  which  has  commonly  been  sup- 
posed to  belong  to  70  l}raconis^  whose  position  in  the  British  is  s 302°  3B'  30'^, 

and  D s:  + 64°  0^  30" ; but  which  does  not  exist.  The  original  MS  entry  of  this  obserra- 
tion  is  TK>t  in  existence;  but  in  the  MS  copy  (MSS,  vol.  IG)  it  appears  that,  at  the  close  of 
that  day’s  ubsmalions,  Flamsteed  had  turned  his  telescope  to  the  south  : for,  the  last  star,  at 
IS**  4"’  45*,  is  distinctly  marked  thus  in  the  MS,  although  not  so  stated  in  the  printed  copy.  I 
apprehend  therefore  that  the  star  immediately  preceding  (which  is  the  star  in  question)  was 
also  obsenred  to  the  sout/u  The  wImIc  discordance  will  then  vanish,  and  the  observation  wrill 
apply  to  37  Cy^m'. 

27SO.  — Cafiricorni.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  19,  1700,  at  1 1^  33*  18*.  It  is  Piazzi  XX. 
144  = 836  Mnycr:  and  was  also  observed  by  Bradley. 

2781.  39  Cyyni.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  A in  the  British  Ostalogue:  but,  as  there  is 
no  sueh  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it. 

2782.  12  Capric&rni  o.  There  is  no  magnitude  anncxcil  to  this  star,  in  the  British  Cataioguf : nor 
can  t find  any  record  of  it  in  the  observations.  Piazzi  makes  it  to  be  of  the  6th. 

2783-  68  In  the  r^uction  of  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star  (Aug.  20,  1690,  at 

9^  35"  45*)  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  P 0"  10*,  in  taking  out  the  difference  between  tbe 
time  of  its  transit  and  that  of  C Aquil/r  (his  determining  star)  on  that  day  ; as  may  he  seen  in. 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  251.  Whence  has  arisen  the  erroneous  introduction  of  33  Aqvila  into 
the  British  Catalnyue,  whose  position  there  given  is  ifl  = 287°  59*  30",  and  D = — 4°  20'  25" : 
hut  which  doca  nut  exist.  See  the  following  note. 

2784.  69  AffuUsr.  In  the  retluction  of  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star  (Aug.  20,  1690,  at 
9"  37"  P)  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  P 0*  10*,  in  taking  out  the  difference  betwoen  the 
time  of  its  transit  and  that  of  ^ Aquit/e  (his  determining  star)  on  that  day : as  may  be  seen  in 
MSS,  vol.  23,  page  251.  Whence  haa  arisen  the  eironeous  introduction  of  34  AquUa  into  the 
British  Catalogue,  whose  position  there  given  is  ill  = 268*  18'  45",  and  D = — 3*  53'  0'': 
but  which  does  not  exist.  Sec  tbe  preceding  note. 

2786.  — Capricami,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  22,  1690,  at  9“  31^",  and  inserted  by  him 
in  his  catalogue,  in  MSS,  vol.  25,  page 63.  It  is  Piazzi  XX.  174  = 842  Mayer. 

2789.  41  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  i in  the  British  Catalogue  t but,  as  there  it 

no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2790.  — Cephei.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  26,  1092,  at  IP  14"  30*;  and  noticed  again 
on  July  31,  after  10”  54“  40*.  It  is  Piazzi  XX.  119.  It  is  called  by  Flamsteed  the  ccmipa- 
nion  of  I Cephei. 

2792.  43  Cy^t  a;*.  Obsenred  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  24,  1600,  after  7”  29“  46*;  and  again  on 
the  next  day,  at  7‘*  32*  32*.  It  is  evident  that  these  two  observations  belong  to  the  same  star. 
In  the  printed  copy,  the  reading  of  tlie  zenith  distance  of  the  former  observation  per  strias 
cocklese  is  expressed  as  doubtful : but  in  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  4)  there  is  no  such 
doubt  expressed : and  it  is  now  evident  that  that  reading  is  the  most  correct.  Flamsteed  how- 
ever has  assumed  the  reading  per  lineas  diagonaies  as  the  correct  one ; and  has,  in  MSS,  vol. 
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23,  page  3S3,  detluced  the  decliaation  accordingly.  Whereby  he  has  introduced  the  star  38 
Cygni  into  the  British  Catalogue:  whose  poeition  as  there  printed  is  without  any  right  ascen- 
■ioa,  hut  with  D = + 48^  33^  O'':  but  which  star  does  not  eiist. 

2^93.  72  Dmconis,  Miia  lleracbcl  says  that  Uiere  is  no  observation  of  tliis  star  by  Flamsteed; 
but  it  was  observed  by  him  on  July  31, 1692,  at  10^  53”  T ; and  partly  reduced  in  MSS,  vol. 
23,  {rage  250;  an  observation  which  Miss  llerschel  vup{K»es  to  belong  to  71  Draconis.  U will 
be  seen  however  that  the  interval  between  the  present  star  and  6vS  Draconis  is  3*  greater  than 
the  interval  between  68  and  71  Draconis  on  July  29th.  It  was  observed  by  Piazzi  (XX.  162) 
but  mnch  diminished  in  magnitude  ; and  also  by  Lalande  in  Mem.  de  VAcad.  for  1789,  |>age 
213,  at  20^  20"  8*,  mag. 

2794.  1 Cephei  x.  The  right  oacenaion  of  this  star  must  be  increased  7'  45",6,  in  order  to  corre- 
spond with  Bradley’s  observationa.  It  is  derived  partly  from  observations  with  tite  mural  arc, 
and  partly  from  observations  per  distantias ; as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  26,  page  356,  &c. : 
where  several  errors  in  the  steps  of  tlie  process  are  discoverable. 

2798.  13  Capricorni  r*.  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Cataiogue : but,  as 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  14  Capricorni^  or  this  star,  was  intended  to  be  designated  by  the 
letter  r in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  annexed  tlie  letter  to  each. 

2800.  10  AguiUt.  In  the  redaction  of  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star  (Aug.  20,  1690,  at 
9^  44“  6*)  Flamsteed  has  made  an  error  of  P 0"  10'  in  taking  out  the  ditfcrence  between  the 
time  of  ita  transit  and  that  of  ( Aquilct  (his  determining  star)  on  the  same  day : as  may  be 
seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  251.  ^VheIlCc  has  arisen  the  erroneous  introduction  of  40  Aquilcr 
in  the  British  Catalogue^  whose  position  there  given  is  iTl  = 290°  5'  15",  and  D = — 
3°  35'  35";  but  which  does  itot  exist.  See  the  notes  to  Nos.  2783  and  27S4  above. 

2802.  46  Cygni  u?*.  Bayer  hss  only  two  stars  in  Cygntu,  designated  by  the  letter  ui : but  as  it  may 
be  doubtful  which  of  the  three  contiguous  stars  were  intended,  Flamsteed  has  applied  that  letter 
to  all  of  them : which  1 have  here  retained. 

2803.  47  Cy^t.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  / in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  as  there  is 
DO  sveh  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2803.  71  Aquila.  In  the  reduction  of  one  of  the  observations  of  this  star  (.\ug.  20, 1690,  at 
9"  45“  51*,5)  Flamsteed  has  made  on  error  of  P 0“  10*  in  taking  out  the  diiTercncc  between 
the  time  of  ita  transit  and  that  of  C Aquilce  (hia  determining  star)  on  that  day  : as  may  be 
seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  251.  Whence  has  arisen  the  erroneous  introduction  of  43 
into  the  British  Cataioguey  whose  position  there  given  is  iil  = 290°  32'  15",  and  1)  = — 
2°  9^  .30"  : but  which  does  not  exist  See  the  notes  to  Nt».  2783,  2784,  and  2800. 

2810.  — Cbpn'comi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  22,  1690,  after  O’*  36“  19*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XX.  240  = 850  Mayer. 

2816.  29  ViUpecula.  The  right  ascensioa  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  it  306°  18'  0".  It 
was  observed  only  once  by  Flamsteed ; viz.  on  Sept.  23,  1C90  : but  the  time  of  transit  is  not 
given.  In  the  original  MS  entry  it  is  said  to  Have  {laased  the  meridian  about  the  same  time  as 
27  Vulpeatla : and  modem  obeervations  show  that  it  passed  the  meridian  before  28  Vufpecula : 

“ which  I have  tbertfore  adopted ; but  at  the  same  time  considering  its  right  ascension  as 
doubtful. 
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2818.  — Cygni-  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  1,  1690,  after  6"  31*.  It  ii  Piaazi  XX.  243 ; 
and  wai  alio  obacrvcd  by  Bradley. 

2820.  9 Delphini  a.  lo  the  observation  of  this  star  on  July  26,  1690,  at  11^  21"  26*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  2 companiucs,  one  very  near,  preceding  it,  and  another  more  remote  follow* 
ing  it ; both  to  the  south.  These  arc  probably  the  stars  obaerved  by  Lalande  in  Hitt.  Cit.  page 
1 16,  at  20^  29-  21',  and  at  20^  30"  36*. 

2826.  50  Cyym  a.  Besides  the  4 observations  of  this  star  indicated  by  Miss  Heracbel,  there  n 
another  on  July  1,  1703,  at  13*'  4*  45*:  wliich  in  the  MS  entry  is  stated  to  have  been  observed 
to  the  south  of  the  zenith ; and  is  so  reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  26  B,  page  4 : but  which  is  not  so 
noted  in  the  }.<Tintcd  copy  of  the  Hisloria  CoetesHs.  Owing  to  this  error,  the  observation  has 
been  supposed  to  belong  to  another  and  a different  star;  viz.  No.  310  of  Miss  lierschers  cata- 
logue, and  No.  503  of  my  list  of  Flamsteed’s  inedited  stars ; but  which  consequently  does  not 
exist. 

2827.  — Caprieornx.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  15,  1697,  at  12^6*  19'.  It  is  the  star 
obscrvi*d  by  l.Alande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  177,  at  20*  36“  38*,  mag.  9. 

2834  . 52  Cytpti.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  k in  the  British  Caialotjuc:  but,  as  there  is 
no  such  star  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2333,  15  Delphini.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  308°  38'  IS".  It 
sas  observed  by  Flamsteed  ou  .\ug.  25,  1690,  after  9*  38“  49*;  at  which  time  14  Delphim 
pa>»ed  the  meridian.  Flamsteed  remarks  that  this  star  passed  almost  at  the  same  moment . but 
the  exact  time  is  not  given.  In  the  reduction  of  this  star  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  255,  he  has 
assumed  that  it  passed  exactly  at  the  same  moment ; and  conacquently  made  its  right  ascension 
the  same  as  that  star : which  is  not  correct.  I have  restored  it  to  its  proper  place  in  the  cata- 
logue, but  left  the  right  ascension  doubtful. 

2342.  h Aqiiorii.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Aug.  20,  1690,  at  9*59“  17*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  haa  a compauion  preceding  it:  which  is  probably  Piazzi  XX.  340. 

2344.  — Capricomi,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  22,  1690,  after  9*  53®  10*:  and  inserted 
in  his  catalc^e  in  MSS,  vol.  25,  page  63.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cil. 
pagr  178.  at  20*  42“  55*,5,  mag.  7J. 

2346.  — Cephei.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept  28,  1692,  at  7*  40"  41*.  The  reading  per 
Uru'os  diagonales  differs  full  1°  from  that  per  strias  cochlea  : but  if  we  assume  the  latter  aa 
the  correct  reading  (aa  here  adopted)  the  observation  will  agree  with  Piazzi  XX.  332  = (6 
Hcv.)  Cephei, 

2848.  3 Cephei  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  one  observatioa 
only,  compared  with  a Cephei:  and  it  consequently  partakes  of  the  discordancy  of  that  star. 

2849.  4 Cephei.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  one  observatioQ 
only,  compared  with  /3  Cephei ; and  it  consequently  partakes  of  the  discordancy  of  that  star.  * 

2850.  31  Vulpecvla.  This  star  has  the  letter  r annexed  to  it,  in  the  British  Catalogue  • but,  aa 

even  the  constellation  is  not  to  be  found  in  Bayer,  I have  here  rejected  it 

2855.  32  Vuipecvla.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  7,  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  aa 

even  the  constellation  is  not  to  be  found  in  Bayer,  I have  here  rejected  it. 
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3861.  31  Caprtcorrtt.  In  the  obscnatiou  of  this  sUr  on  Aug.  23,  1690,  it  9*  59**  HamBteed 
remarks  that  it  has  2 companions  following  it,  at  25'  distant.  Probably  some  of  the  stars 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hiti.  CS/.  page  177. 

3867.  — Aipiani.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  12, 1699,  at  8"  50“  -IS'.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  188,  at  20**  50"  4‘,8,  mag.  7. 

2873.  2 Piscis  Austrint,  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caialogue  is  31 1®  34'  20". 
It  was  observed  on  Sept.  11, 1691,  at  S”  30"  21*;  and  on  comparing  the  time  of  tniusil  with 
that  of  the  preceding  and  subsequent  star  on  the  same  day,  it  ia  evident  that  an  error  of  1"  has 
been  committed  in  the  reduction.  1 have  therefore  added  15' to  the  above  value. 

2882.  26  Capricomi.  This  star  ia  called  in  the  British  Caialogne : but  there  ia  only  one  star 
designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  which  ia  25  Capricomi:  I have  therefore  rejected  the 
letter  here. 

2883-  27  Capricomi.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Aug.  22,  1690,  at  10**  7"  40*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  haa  a companion  preceding  it,  nearly  in  the  same  declination  as  36  Capricomi; 
which  is  probably  Piawi  XX.  454.  This  star  is  marked  as  ^ in  the  British  Cataio^e: 
but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  which  ia  25  Capricomi;  I 
have  therefore  rejected  it  here. 

2885.  61  Cifgni.  The  great  proper  motion  of  this  star,  both  in  right  ascension  and  declination, 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  making  comparisona  of  its  position  with  modern  observations. 

2887.  3 Pisci*  Ausirini.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Cataiogue  is  313^  34'  0"; 
but  it  is  marked  as  doubtful.  There  is  but  one  observation  of  it,  viz.  on  Sept.  25,  lf>90,  at 
about  6**  9^" ; but  this  ia  uncertain,  and  modem  observations  show  that  it  should  have  been 
nearer  8^  10".  1 have  increased  the  al)o«x  value  therefore  8';  but  still  leaving  the  iR  un- 

certain. 

2894.  7 Equulei  I,  There  appears  to  be  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination,  of 
— 0",20;  which  will  reduce  the  difierence  in  declination  to  — 58'M. 

2901.  — Capricomi.  Obscrv'cd  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  16, 1698,  at  6^  50*  22*.  It  is  Piazzi  XXI. 
66  = 877  Mayer. 

2911.  68  Cyfpti  A.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  not  given  in  the  British  Caialogucy  and  I 
know  not  for  what  reason,  as  there  is  a perfect  observation  of  it  on  Sept.  24,  1690,  at 
ce  25"  27*.  Tl»e  right  aBCcnsion  is  given  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712j  from  which  the  value 
in  the  present  catalogue  is  taken.  Flamsteed  remarks  that  it  has  a telescopic  star  preceding  it 
to  the  north;  which  ia  probably  llie  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Ccl.  page  I,  at 
21"  8"  33*,5,  mag.  6. 

2912.  34  Vulpeculte.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  5,  1690,  at  9**  34"  40*:  its  right  ascension 
in  the  British  Catalogue  is  314°  15'  30";  but  in  taking  out  the  diflferrnce  between  the  time  of 
its  transit  and  that  of  ^ Cygni  (his  determining  star)  on  that  day,  be  has  made  an  error  of  10", 
at  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  351 . I have  therefore  added  3°  30'  to  the  above  value, 
and  it  will  then  agree  w ith  modern  obaervations.  It  waa  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cet. 
page  29,  at  21**  12“  7',  mag.  5. 
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2915.  1 Pe^si.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  e in  the  Briiitk  Catalogue:  but,  as  there  is 
no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it, 

2921.  5 fHscis  ^ujtrtni.  Obscr>*cd  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  25, 1690,  at  about  8**  25^"*;  but  the 
time  is  only  approximately  given  : therefore  the  right  ascension  cannot  be  depended  on ; and 
indeed  it  is  marked  as  doubtful  in  tlic  British  Catalogue. 

2925.  Pegasi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  9,  1691,  at  about  1‘’  34“  45*:  but  neither  the 
time  of  transit  nor  Um!  zenith  distance  is  accurately  given.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande 
in  Hist.  Ce/.  page  1S8,  at  21*'  16“  33\  mag.  7. 

2927-  69  Cygni.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  316^  2^  0".  There 
are  2 observations  of  it  by  Flamsteed : one  on  Sept.  I,  1690,  after  10*  12“  2* ; and  the  other 
on  Sept.  23,  at  8*  35“  24‘.  The  latter,  which  is  the  only  perfect  one,  is  regularly  reduced  in 
MSS,  vol,  23,  page  351 : but  in  converting  the  time  into  degrees,  in  ]>age  422  of  the  same 
volume,  he  has  made  an  error  of  15',  which  I have  here  added  to  the  above  value. 

2928.  6 Piscis  Austrini.  About  1'  of  this  difference  in  the  declination  may  be  accounted  for,  by 
the  difference  of  the  tables  of  refraction  used  by  Flamsteed  and  Bessel. 

2932.  2 Pegasi.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  / in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  os  there  is 
no  such  star  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it.  It  is  also  designated  at  of  the  4|  mag> 
nitude:  but,  in  the  original  entry,  it  is  marked  aa  the  6ih ; which  I have  here  retained. 

2934.  38  Ca^nicorm.  This  star  is  msrked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue  ; but 
in  the  origincU  entries,  it  is  uuce  designated  as  Uie  7th,  and  once  as  telesco^iea  and  less  than 
37  Capricorni.  1 have  therefore  altered  it. 

2936.  71  Cygnig.  In  the  observation  of  this  star,  on  Sept.  24,  1690,  at  8*  36“  33',  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a companion  preceding  it  to  the  north  40' : but  it  is  not  stated  whether  in 
ill  or  Dec.  M.  Argelander  thinks  the  star  is  Piszzi  XXI.  140. 

2941.  — Aquarii.  Observed  by'Flamstecd  on  Sept.  20,  1690,  at  about  8*  55j“  : and  inserted  in 
his  catalogue  in  MSS,  vol.  25,  page  65.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Bessel  in  Zone  16,  at 
21*  28"  8',56,  mag.  7 ; and  again  in  Zone  18,  at  21*  28“  6‘,62,  mag.  6J. 

2949.  25  Aquarii  d.  This  is  the  same  star  as  6 Pegasif  whose  position  in  the  British  Catalogue  is 
M = 320°  56'  45",  and  I)  = + 0°  52'  0". 

2953.  — Pegasi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  12,  1691,  at  7*  34“  39' : and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  263 ; but  omitted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Pegasus 
in  page  324  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cil.  page  32,  at 
21*  30“  5’2'.5,  mag.  Sj. 

2954.  42  Capricorni.  1 These  two  stars  are  designated  as  d*  and  d"  in  the  British  Catalogue : but, 

2956.  44  Capricorni.  j as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  them. 

2962.  46  Cnpriccfmi  c‘.  In  the  observation  of  this  atar  on  Aug.  20,  1690,  at  10*  51'*  53*,  Flam- 
steed remarks  that  it  has  a small  companion  to  the  north  : probably  Piazzi  XXI.  257. 

2%5.  9 Cephei.  The  right  ascension  of  this  aUr  is  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  that  of  a Cephei  : 
and  consec|uently  partakes  of  the  discordance  of  that  star. 
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2967-  47  Cttpricomi  c*.  Bayer  haa  three  stars  designated  by  the  letter  e,  in  his  map  : but  1 can' 
not  discover  which  is  the  third ; or  rather  which  is  the  Jirst  of  the  three. 

2968.  9 Pegast,  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter^,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  ns  there  is 
no  «Kh  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

2971.  49  Cnpn'carm  'Fhcrc  appears  to  be  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination, 
of  — 0",216,  which  will  reduce  the  difiTcrence  of  decHiiatiuu  to  — 55'^4. 

2973.  78  Cggnifi..  There  is  only  one  observation  of  this  star  by  Flamsteed,  which  was  on  Sept. 
23,  1690,  after  8*‘  53"  52*;  but  the  time  of  transit  is  not  given,  and  1 cannot  ftud  how  the 
right  ascension  has  l>ccn  deduced  by  him.  In  the  printed  copy  of  the  Historia  Cfglextis  it  is 
called  of  the  6th  magnitude,  and  is  said  to  have  passed  paulo  post  preceilentem : but  in  the 
original  MS  entry  (M^,  vol.  4)  it  is  called  of  the  5th  magnitude,  and  ia  said  to  have  passed 
paulo  post  priorem  ; which  may  be  supposed  to  apply  to  x Pegessi.  But  neither  of  these  read- 
ings will  accord  with  the  fact,  as  this  star  could  not  have  passed  the  meridian  after  cither  12 
Pegasi  or  x Pega.ti,  There  is  no  letter  annexed  to  this  star  in  tl»c  British  Catatoguc  : but  as 
it  is  des^nated  by  the  letter  fk  in  Bayer's  map,  and  also  in  the  Historia  Ctotestis,  1 have  here 
inMrted  it.  Flamsteed  has  designated  it  as  of  the  3^  magnitude : but,  on  reference  to  the 
original  entry,  there  are  no  such  figures,  and  it  a[>pears  to  be  marked  as  the  5th ; which  I have 
therefore  adopted;  and  which  agrees  with  Piazzi. 

2975.  79  Cygni.  There  is  no  right  ascension  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue ; I have 
therefore  adopted  that  which  is  given  by  Halley,  in  his  edition  of  1712.  It  was  ulwcrvcd  by 
Bradley. 

2976.  — Cygni.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  1,  1690,  at  lO”  12"*  2*;  and  regtilarly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  voL  23,  page  349 ; but  omitted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Cygnus 
in  page  424  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piazzi  XXI.  265  ; and  was  also  ubsened  by  Bradley. 

2978.  12  Pegasi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  23,  1690,  at  8^  53"  52*;  and  correctly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol,  23,  page  259.  But  the  right  ascension  must  be  increased  nearly  5^  in 
order  to  coircapond  with  modem  observations. 

2979.  27  Aquarii.  This  is  the  same  star  as  1 1 Pegasi ; whose  position  in  the  British  Catalogue 
is  A = 322*  5^  20",  and  D = + I®  16'  10". 

2980.  — Cupricomi.  Observed  by  Flamstml  on  Sept.  II,  1699,  at  9^  45"  45*;  and  again  on  the 
following  day,  at  9**  42"  2*.  It  is  Piazzi  XXI.  291  = 902  Mayer. 

2984.  10  Cephei  r.  Flamsteed  has  erroneoualy  annexed  the  letter  v to  15  Ctphei,  instead  of  this 
star,  to  which  it  properly  belongs. 

2986.  — Aquarii.  Obsened  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  22,  1701,  at  Itf*  51*  8*:  and  reduced  by  him 
in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  ffist.  Cel.  page  571,  at 
31*  42"  33*,5,  mag.  7. 

2988.  — Aquarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  22, 1701,  at  10*  51"  46* : and  reduced  by  him 
in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  p^c  33.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande,  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  571,  at 
21*  43-  l(y.  mag.  6. 

2990.  — Pegari.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  16,  1691,  at  about  7*  37";  but  the  time  ia  not 
accurately  given.  It  is  r^larly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  265 ; and  inserted  in 
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his  list  of  Stare  in  the  constellation  in  pa^  324  of  the  same  volume.  It  is  Piazzi 

XXI.  322. 

2994.  1 1 Piscii  Ausirini.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  1 1*  1691 , at  9^  24"  33*,  and  re^arly 
and  correctly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  144 : and  the  proper  result  (aa  here  given) 

is  inserted  in  his  list  of  stare  in  the  constellation  IHscU  Austrinus  in  MSS,  vol.  25.  The  doc1i> 
nation  in  the  British  Cataiogue  is  — 29“  54'  20^';  which  is  erroneous  : and  I cannot  account 
for  the  error  in  any  other  way  than  by  supposing  that,  in  copying  out  the  declinadous  for  the 
press,  the  trattscriber  inadvertently  took  out  the  declination  of  the  next  followit^  star  in  that 
constellatioD,  viz.  12  Piscis  Aiutrini.  The  proper  correction  being  made,  this  star  will  be 
found  to  be  the  one  observed  by  Lacaille,  aa  recorded  in  his  Ccelum  Austraie,  page  125,  which 
entered  the  rhomboid  at  Ql**  44"  14',  and  passed  out  at  21*'  46“  29*,  mag.  7. 

2997.  13  Ct-plsei  fi.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  not  given  in  the  British  CtUalogue.  It 
was  observed  on  Sept.  28,  1692,  at  about  6"  47*"  : but  the  time  of  tranait  is  only  approximately 
noted;  and  I have  therefore  left  the  right  ascension  doubtful. 

2998.  18  Pegasi.  Thii  star  is  marked  as  of  the  5lb  magnitude.  In  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in 
the  original  entries  it  is  designated  twice  as  the  6th,  and  once  as  the  7lh : I have  therefore 
altered  it 

3003.  13  i^ci>  Austrini.  There  appears  to  be  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declina- 
tion, of  + 0",190;  but  this  tends  to  increase  the  difference  In  declination. 

3004.  — Piscis  Austrini.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  11,  1691,  after  9*“  29"  14*.  It  is 
probably  Piazzi  XXI,  378. 

.3006.  31  Aquarii  o.  Besides  the  7 observations  of  this  star,  indicated  by  Miss  Herschel,  there  is 
another  made  by  Flamsiccd  on  Nov.  23,  1693,  at  10*  3.3*:  which,  owing  to  an  error,  which 
1 shall  presently  explain,  has  been  supposed  by  her  to  be  another  and  a different  star ; viz. 
No.  105  of  her  catal<^e,  and  No.  527  in  my  list  of  Flamsteed's  inedited  stare.  The  zenith 
distance,'in  the  printed  copy  of  the  Historia  Caelesti.Sy  is  53°  8'  0"  and  1204*64:  but  no  such 
star  can  be  found  corresponding  thereto.  M.  Argelander  therefore  suggested  that  the  reading 
should  be  55°  8'  0”  and  1249*64 ; in  which  case,  it  would  agree  with  31  Aquarii.  On  re- 
ferring to  the  original  MS  entry  (MSS,  vol.  5)  1 6nd  tliat  1204*64  was  originally  entered 
1249*64,  and  afterwards  altered  by  the  pen,  on  account  (as  I suppose)  of  its  not  agreeing  with 
the  reading  per  lirseas  diagonales.  So  that  M.  Argelander's  suspicions  are  here  again  fully 
confirmed. 

3013.  14  Piscis  Aurin'ni  p.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  British 
Catalogue : but,  in  the  original  entries  it  is  once  so  called,  and  once  of  the  5th  only ; I have 
therefore  taken  the  mean. 

3014.  — Aquarii.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  19,  1701,  at  11^44"  52*, 5;  and  again  on 
.\ug.  22,  at  11**  5"  2y : and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33.  It  is  the  star  ob- 
served by  Lalaude  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  571,  at  21^  56*  54*, 5,  mag.  6J. 

3015.  — Aquarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Aug.  22, 1701,  at  IP  6*  0^;  and  reduced  by  him 
in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33.  It  is  the  star  observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  572,  at 
2P  57"  16',3,  mag.  7^. 
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3020.  — Ar^uQTxi.  Obteired  by  Flainsteed  on  OcL  17,  1699,  at  I*'  53*  0*;  and  ia  inaerted  in 
Halley's  edition  ctf  1712 : but  I cannot  find  that  it  ever  was  reduced  by  Flamsteed.  It  is  the 
star  ubserrcd  by  l^alande  in  Hist.  Ckt.  page  181,  at  2P  57"  32*, 5,  mag.  7j. 

3022.  36  Afjuaru.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Caiaiogue : but 
in  the  original  entries  it  is  each  time  designated  as  the  7ih ; wliich  I have  therefore  retained. 

3023.  — Aquarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  11,  1697,  after  8*"  11*  26*.  Jt  ia  the  star 
observed  by  I.ddandc  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  197,  at  21^  58"  51*,5,  mag.  8;  and  was  also  observed 
by  Bradley.  M.  Argelander  states  that  9 observations  of  it  at  Abo,  give  its  position  for  1830, 
iR  = 22^  0"  31*, 30  and  D = — 8®  21'  27"  4. 

3025.  15  Cephei.  The  letter  « is  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Ct^alogue;  but  that  letter 
belongs  to  10  Cephei. 

3026.  37  Aquarii  e*.  Flamsteed  has  annexed  the  letter  e to  38  Aquarii : but,  in  Bayer's  map,  the 
star  designated  by  that  letter  has  north  latitude,  as  also  has  the  star  in  the  catalogues  of  Ptolemy 
and  Tycho,  whom  Bayer  followed.  I have  restored  the  letter  to  the  proper  star : but,  lest 
any  confusion  should  be  created  by  this  alteration,  I have  called  this  star  and  the  next  «*. 

3027.  38  Aguarti  e*.  Flamsteed  has  considered  this  to  be  the  star  deaignated  by  the  letter  e in 
Bayer's  map : but  see  the  preceding  note. 

3030.  17  Cephei  The  right  ascension  of  this  star,  like  all  the  rest  in  Cepheus  which  have  been 
deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  a Cephei^  must  be  increased  nearly  S'  in  order  to  correspond  with 
modem  observations. 

3031 . 18  Cephei.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  not  given  in  the  British  CalcUogue  t but  I have 
here  inserted  its  approximate  value,  corresponding  with  Bradley's  observations.  Its  relative 
value  therefore  will  not  accord  with  the  other  stars  in  Cepheus.  The  magnitude  ta  not  annexed 
to  it  in  the  British  Catalogue  ; nor  in  Bradley's.  It  was  not  observed  by  PiazzL 

3034.  27  Pegasi  t*.  This  star  is  not  designated  by  any  letter  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  as  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  the  letter  v does  not  belong  to  this  star  as  well  as  to  29  Pegasi^  I 
have  called  it  w'. 

3035.  39  Aquarii.  This  star  ia  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but, 
in  the  original  entry  it  is  designated  as  the  7th  only ; which  I have  adopted. 

3038.  16  Piseis  Austrini  X.  There  appears  to  be  an  annual  pmper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declina- 
tion, of  + 0"155;  but  this  tends  to  increase  the  difference  of  declination.  The  magnitude 
annexed  to  the  6rst  observation  of  this  star,  in  the  printed  copy,  is  not  to  he  found  in  the 
original  entry.  Piazzi  says  it  is  of  the  6th  magnitude  only. 

3042.  42  AiTuani.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  7th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalog%se:  but,  in 
the  original  entries  the  ro^nitude  is  only  once  stated,  and  then  designated  as  the  6th ; which 
I have  here  retained. 

3044.  — LacerUe.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  31,  1691,  at  7**  2“  26*.  It  is  Piazzi  XXII. 
36  = (I  Hcv.)  Lacerta. 

3059.  — A^uoni.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  23,  1699,  at  7^  42”  29*.  It  is  Piazzi 
XXII.  81. 
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3060.  50  Aquarii.  The  declinatioo  of  this  iter  in  the  British  Calaioqine  ii  — 15°  3'  SO".  Flim- 
steed  bat  reduced  the  two  obterrationa  of  it,  which  were  made  in  Sept  1690,  in  MSS,  vcd.  23 : 
and  in  hie  list  of  the  start  in  Aquarius,  in  page  162  of  the  aame  Tolume,  he  has  asaumed  the 
latter  of  the  two  as  the  correct  result : but  on  examining  the  steps  of  the  process  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  has  made  an  error  of  1'  in  trauscribing  the  zenith  distance,  which  I hare  here  corrected. 

3073.  Fiscis  Atuhini.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  11,  1691,  after  9**  56"  29* : and 
reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  144  : it  is  also  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712.  In 
the  original  MS  entry  it  ia  stated  to  have  passed  the  meridian  on  that  day  a little  before  the 
preceding  star  17  IHncis  Austrini : which  clearly  shows  that  it  is  Piazzi  XXII.  118;  where  it 
is  said  to  be  of  the  7th  magnitude;  and  also  denoted  by  the  letter  which  I presume  is 
erroneously  inserted  for  the  letter 

3075.  56  A^juarii.  This  star  is  denoted  by  the  letter /in  the  Briiifh  Catalogue : but  it  is  not  the 
star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer*s  map;  and  which  appears  to  have  been  observed  by 
Ptnlcmy  and  Ulug  Beigh : nor  can  I find  any  star  that  will  exactly  accord  with  the  position 
laid  down  by  those  authors. 

3076.  17  Piscit  Austrini  About  P of  this  difference  in  declination  may  be  accounted  for,  by 
the  di^rence  in  the  tables  of  refraction  used  by  Flamsteed  and  Bessel- 

3085.  39  Pegasi.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Oct.  12,  1691,  at  S'*  27*  34*,  Flamsteed  | 

remarks  that  it  has  a small  companion,  preceding  it  to  the  south,  at  38'  distant.  M.  Arge> 
lander  thinks  that  this  ia  the  star  observed  by  Lalaude  in  Hist.  CH.  page  34,  at  22^  24"  13',3, 
mag.  7. 

3091.  — Atfuarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  16,  1690,  at  about  10**  8*“;  and  reduced  by 
him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  147.  It  is  probably  the  star  observed  by  Lalandc  in  Hist.  CH. 
page  570,  at  22^  26"  3*,5,  mag.  6 : bat,  if  so,  the  time  given  by  Flamsteed  is  too  great  by 
about  1". 

3094.  64  Aquarii.  Observed  by  l-lamstecd  on  Aug.  16,  1701,  at  12**  20"  12*;  and  not  on  Oct.  30, 

1700,  at  7^  30"  39*,  as  indicated  by  Miss  Herschel : which  observation  belongs  to  65  Aquarii. 

The  right  ascension  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  335°  28'  40":  but  in  the  process  of  reduction, 
an  error  of  1"  has  been  committed.  Sec  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  33.  I have  therefore  added 
15'  to  the  above  value:  and  it  will  now  accord  with  modern  observations. 

3097.  28  Cephei.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  is  not  given  in  the  British  Catalogue : but  1 
have  inserted  its  approximate  value,  corresponding  with  miMlcm  observatiuns.  Its  relative 
value  tlxerefore  will  not  accord  with  that  of  other  stars  in  CepAeur. 

3103.  — Pegasi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  15,  16Q3,  at  10^  IS"  6*.  It  is  Piazzi  XXII. 

195. 

3104.  29  Cephei  p.  Altbot^h  there  is  an  observation  of  this  star  with  the  mural  arc,  on  Sept.  21, 

1691,  at  y 53"  47*,  yet  h*lanistecd  has  deduced  the  right  ascension  in  the  British  Catalogue 
(^336°  27'  0")  from  distances  i as  may  be  seen  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  358.  But  this  value 
will  not  accord  with  modem  observations,  nor  with  his  own  observation  made  with  the  mural 
circle.  For  by  taking  the  difference  in  the  time  of  its  transit,  with  that  of  other  stars  observed 
on  the  same  day,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  right  ascension  above  stated  ov^ht  to  be  increased  14'  ; 
which  I have  accordingly  done. 
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3105.  65  Aquarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  30,  1700,  at  T**  30"  39*:  an  observation  which 
Mill  Herschel  hai  supposed  to  belong  to  64  Aqtiarii. 

3106.  — Aquarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  15,  1702,  at  6*‘25*6‘;  and  again  on  the  next 
day  at  G*"  15*  45*.  It  is  Piazzi  XXII,  200  = 933  Mayer. 

3117,  45  Pcqnsi.  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Oct.  12,  1691,  at  8^40*  19*,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  a companion  following  it,  lO'  distant.  This  is  probably  the  star  alluded  to 
by  Piazzi  in  the  note  to  his  XXII.  212. 

3118.  68  dfuoru  5^,  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter in  Bayer's  map:  but  as 
Flamsteed  appears  to  have  had  a doubt  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  66  Aquarii^  or  to  the 
present  star,  he  has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  retained,  lest  any  confusion  should  he 
created : although  in  my  opinion  the  first  (or  66  Aquarii)  b the  star  intended  by  Bayer. 

3123.  71  Aquarii  r*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  r,  in  Bayer’s  map  : but,  as 
there  may  be  a doubt  whether  sAich  letter  belongs  to  G9  Aquarii^  or  to  the  present  star,  Flam- 
steed has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  1 have  therefore  retained. 

3124.  21  Piscii  Austrini.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Caialoque  is  — 31^  S'  O'' : 
it  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  25,  1690,  at  O’*  49"  9*,  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS, 
vol.  23,  page  144  : but  in  one  of  the  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  an  orror  of  1',  which  I 
have  here  corrected. 

3125.  72  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  August  19,  1700,  at  12''  0*  24*;  but  the  observa- 

tions of  that  day  are  not  printed  in  the  Historia  Cislestu.  The  declination  in  the  British 
Caialoque  is  — 5°  55'  45"j  hut  in  reducing  the  olraervation  in  MSS,  vol.  26  C,  page  32,  he 
has  made  an  error  of  3^,  which  I have  here  corrected.  It  is  Piazzi  XXII.  230  = 939  Mayer. 

3127.  22  Pisds  Antlrt'iu'  y.  There  appears  to  be  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  dedina> 
tion,  of  4*  0'',136;  but  thb  tends  to  increase  the  difference  in  declination. 

3133.  — • Pisciunt.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept,  22,  1705,  at  10^  2“  5*:  the  observations  of 
which  day  are  not  in  the  MS  copy;  and  the  original  b unfortunately  lost.  It  is  the  Mar 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hisi.  CH.  page  1 18,  at  22'*  43*  16*, 7,  mag.  7i- 

3142.  24  Pisds  Austrini  a.  Thb  is  the  same  star  aa  79  Aquarii. 

3143.  — Pisdum.  Obaerved  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  2, 1706,  at  5"  28*  26*.  It  b the  star  ohsened 
by  Lalande  in  Hist  Cel.  page  110,  at  22'*  46"  55*, 6,  mag.  6. 

3146.  — Andromed/e.  Observed  by  Flamalccd  on  Nov.  2,  1691,  at  7^  33*  6*.  It  is  the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hitt.  CH.  page  363,  at  22*"  46“  48*, 4.  mag.  5. 

3147.  — AmiTtmedee.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  2,  1691,  at  T*  35*  37*, 5.  It  b the  star 
observed  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  363,  at  22^  47“  23*,2,  mag.  6. 

3149.  52  Pegasi.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  b -p  10°  3'  45".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamatccd  on  Oct.  7,  1691,  at  ^ 14"  31*;  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23, 
page  261.  But  in  the  steps  of  the  process  he  has  made  an  error  of  1',  which  I have  here 
corrected. 

3150.  80  Aquarii.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  340°  37'  30":  it 
b deduced  from  the  observation  mode  on  Aug.  12,  1706,  at  12^  46*  18*  (as  appears  by  MSS, 
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vol.  26  C)  page  34).  It  is  erident  however  that  there  is  an  error  of  2*  in  the  reduction ; and 
that  3ty  should  be  added  to  the  above  value : wliich  ia  accordingly  done  in  the  present  cata> 
logue.  Still  I cannot  find  any  star  that  will  correspuud  thereto : that  which  is  called  80 
by  Lalande  in  Hist  Cel.  page  188,  being  Piazzi  XXII.  254 : and  that  which  is  so  called  by 
Piazzi,  dilTering  from  the  position  here  given. 

3151.  3 Piscium,  In  the  observation  of  this  star  on  Sept.  16,  1690,  at  lO**  32“  57‘,5,  Flamsteed 
remarks  that  it  has  2 companions  following  it.  These  are  |>rol>ably  the  2 stars  in  lAlande's 
Hist.  Ckl.  page  118,  which  immediately  follow  3 A'rcium. 

3154.  1 Andromedte  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  \%  + 49°  40^  3(K' : 
but  all  the  observations  show  that  an  crrtn'  of  9^  haa  been  committed,  which  I have  here 
corrected.  It  is  probably  a typographical  error. 

3158.  83  Aquarii  A'.  1 There  ia  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  A,  in  Bayer's  map : but,  as 

3159.  84  /t^ua/tVA*.  some  doubt  may  arise  as  to  which  star  such  letter  may  belong,  (or 

3161.  85  Aquarii  h?»  J rather,  whether  the  letter  may  not  have  been  applied  to  the  cluster  of 

4 stars,  formed  by  83,  84,  85,  and  87  Flamsteed  has  annexed  the  letter  to  each, 

which  I have  therefore  retained.  The  last  of  the  present  stars  ia  marked  as  of  the  6th  roagni' 
tude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in  the  origined  entries,  it  is  once  designated  as  the  7th  and 
once  as  7^.  I liave  therefore  altered  it. 

3164.  87  Aquarii  A*.  The  position  of  this  star,  in  the  British  Catalogue,  is  s:  342^  50*  4(X' 

and  D = 9^  19*  55'^:  both  of  which  are  erroneous.  It  was  observed  by  Flamsteed  on 

Sept.  29,  1697,  at  9*  49“  43*;  and  Oct.  11,  at  O*"  9”  21':  and  on  comparing  the  time  of  tranait 
with  that  of  83  Aquarii  on  both  those  days,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  error  of  5'  has  been  made ; 
which  I have  here  corrected.  It  will  also  be  seen  by  a similar  coro|>ari8on  of  zenith  distances, 
that  an  error  of  I'  5"  has  l>cen  made  in  the  declination : l>oth  of  which  I have  here  corrected. 
In  the  ^rifi'iA  Catalogue,  this  star  is  marked  as  of  the  6th  magnitude:  but,  in  the  origiTiai 
entries  it  is  once  dcsignatcul  as  the  7th,  and  once  as  the  8th : I have  therefore  taken  the  mean. 
See  the  notes  to  Nos.  3158,  3159,  and  3161. 

3165.  55  Pegasi.  This  star  ia  designated  by  the  letter  I,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

3171.  1 Cassiapea.  The  letter  e is  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  and  also  to 

48  Cassiopcit : but  as  there  is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  1 have  rejected  it  in  both  places. 

3173.  57  Pegasi.  Thia  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  m,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  aa  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  1 hsvc  here  rejected  it. 

3174.  58  Pegasi.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  n in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  as  there 
ia  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it 

3175.  59  Pegasi.  This  star  ia  designated  by  the  letter  p,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it 

3182.  — Aquarii,  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  4,  1714,  at  7^  35“  1 1*.  it  is  Piazzi  XXITI. 
2 = 954  Mayer. 

31B3.  — Aquarii.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  October  21,  1702,  at  8*  31“  2*.  It  is  the  star  ob- 
served by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  167)  at  23^  4“  36',5,  mag.  6. 
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3191.  96  Aquard.  The  declination  of  thi»  atar  in  the  British  Cataioqur  it ^ 70" : but 
on  comparing  it  with  other  atari  ohacrved  on  the  same  day»  it  ia  evident  that  an  error  of  9'  has 
been  committed,  which  1 have  here  rectified. 

3194.  — Piscivm.  Ohacrved  by  Flamatecd  on  October  21,  1102,  at  35"  37‘;  and  again 
on  the  next  day,  at  8^  32"  5*.  It  ia  the  atar  obaerved  by  I^landc  in  Hist.  Cel.  page  187,  at 
23*’  9"  14*.  mag.  7. 

3197.  II  Andromedcp.  In  the  obaervation  of  thia  atar  on  Nov.  2,  1691,  at  7^  57"  18',  Flam- 
ateed  remarka  that  it  has  a companion  15*  to  the  aouth : probably  Piazzi  XXIII.  51. 

3199.  — Piscium.  Ohacrved  by  Flamatecd  on  Oct.  21,1702,  at  8**  36"  47*.  I cannot  find  it  in 
any  catalogne : but  M.  Argelander  aays  that  one  obaervation  of  it  made  at  Abo  givea  ita  poai« 
tion  for  1B30,  M=  23^  12"  35',64  and  D = — 5®  36'  5",8. 

3201.  34  Cephei  4.  Thia  star  ia  marked  aa  of  the  5th  magnitude  in  the  British  Catalogue  : but  in 
the  original  entry,  it  ia  designated  aa  the  4th ; which  I have  therefore  adopted,  although  it 
makes  the  difference  greater  from  Piazzi’a  value,  which  is  the  7th. 

3202.  — Andromeda.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  8,  1691,  after  7**  35*  12*.  The  lime  is 
not  given  : but  the  star  is  probably  that  which  was  obaerved  by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CiL  page 
200,  at  23‘  11*  I3',5,  mag.  SJ. 

3204.  97  Aquarii.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  — 16*45'  0".  Ita 
position  has  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  p^  147,  from  the  observation  made 
on  Sept.  16,  1690,  at  1(^  54"  40*, 5 : and  the  result  is  — 16°  43'  0",  which  has  been  errone- 
ously copied  into  all  the  MS  catalogues  as  — 16*  45'  0".  To  the  above  value  however  we  must 
add  30"  for  the  error  in  the  assumed  latitude  of  the  observatory,  adopted  in  the  reduction  ; and 
the  result  will  be  aa  given  in  the  present  catalogue. 

3209-  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  27,  1691,  at  C**  17*  29*;  again  on  Oct.  21, 
1702,  at  39"  3* ; and  again  on  the  next  day,  at  8^  35"  33*.  It  is  Piazzi  XXIII-  68=962 
Mayer. 

3310.  67  Pegasi.  The  declination  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  +30*  51'  35";  but  it  is 
marketl  as  doubtful.  There  is  but  one  observation  of  it,  on  Nov.  25,  1690,  at  6‘  22“  28‘; 
which  is  regularly  reduced  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  261 : but  in  deducing  the  declination 
Flamsteed  has  assumed  the  reading  per  linens  diagonales  as  the  correct  reading ; whereas  it 
appears,  from  modem  observations,  that  the  reading  per  strias  cochlea  (which  differs  I O' from 
the  former)  is  the  most  correct.  I have  therefore  deducted  lO*  from  the  above  value. 

3213.  3 Casnopea.  There  is  no  observation  of  this  star  in  the  2nd  volume  of  the  Historia  Ccelesiis, 
the  references  given  by  Miss  Herschel,  belon^g  to  another  and  a different  star.  No.  3224  of 
this  catalogue.  In  MSS,  vol.  26  D,  page  36,  the  position  is  said  to  have  been  obtained  per 
distanfiajs;  probably  from  tbe  star  which  is  called  supra  r,  in  vol.  2,  page  63.  If  so,  I appre- 
hend H must  have  been  introduced  through  some  mistake  in  the  trigonometrical  computation  ; 
as  there  ia  no  alar  to  be  found  corresponding  with  the  position  here  given. 

3215.  4 Cassiopea.  The  letter  d is  annexed  to  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue^  and  also  to  46 
Cassiopea;  but  as  no  such  letter  occurs  in  Bayer’s  map,  1 have  rejected  it  In  both  places. 

3216.  9 Pisdum.  This  star  ia  called  x*  by  Flamsteed : but  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by 
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that  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  which  U 8 Pimum.  1 have  therefore  rejected  it  here,  on  account 
of  the  didercncc  in  ma^itude. 

3220.  *70  Pt'gati.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  ij,  in  the  Brititk  C<U<Uog\ui  but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer*s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

3223.  100  i49uarii  b*.  This  star  » marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude,  in  the  British  CaialogMe : 
but  in  the  ori^ml  entry,  there  is  no  such  value : on  the  contrary,  it  is  called  a telescopic  star, 
and  I have  therefore  assumed  its  magnitude  at  G^. 

3224.  Cassiirpeez.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  3,  1691,  at  about  5^  58^;  and  again  on 
the  next  day,  at  5*  53”'  3*;  and  regularly  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  pages  360  to  363. 
These  observations  are  referred  to,  by  Miss  Herschel,  as  belonging  to  3 Cassiopets : but  they 
belong  to  Piazzi  XXIII.  101  = (1  Hcv.)  Cassiopetr.  It  is  singular  however  that  the  result 
of  these  two  observations  should  have  been  omitted  in  all  his  MS  catalogues  of  the  stars  in  this 
constellation,  and  that  the  doubtful  star,  3 Costiopea^  should  be  inserted  in  all  of  them  in  its 
stead.  This  is  the  case  even  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  382 ; where  we  should  expect  to  find  only 
the  result  of  the  abnre>mcntioned  ohoervationa. 

3227.  101  Aquarii  b*.  There  ore  only  3 stars  indicated  by  the  letter  6 in  Bayer's  map ; to  which 
Flamsteed  has  here  added  a fourth  : which  I have  retained,  because  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
the  third  star  designated  by  Bayer  belongs  to  this  star,  or  to  No.  3223. 

3228.  71  PegasL  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  y,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  at  there 
ia  no  such  letter  in  Dayer’a  map,  1 have  here  rejected  it. 

3236.  75  Pegasi.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  5,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  aa  there 
ia  no  such  letter  in  Bayer's  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

3237.  16  Andromedff  X.  There  appears  to  be  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination, 
of  — 0",35;  which  reduces  the  difiference  of  declination  to  — 42'M. 

3238.  17  Andromedtp  i.  I do  not  find  that  the  magnitude  of  this  star  is  recorded  in  either  of  the 
two  original  entries  : it  differs  materially  from  Piazzi's  value,  which  is  the  7th  only. 

3239.  102  il^uan't  u>'.  Bayer's  letter,  which  belongs  to  this  star,  has  alipt  out  of  Uie  form,  in 
printing  the  British  Catalogue.  I have  here  restored  it. 

3241.  * — Pegasi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  7,  1691,  at  9*  54“  51*;  and  regularly  reduced 
by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  263;  but  not  inserted  in  the  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation 
Pegasus  in  page  328  of  the  same  volume.  It  ia  Piazzi  XXIII.  146. 

3245.  104  d^uorii  A*.  The  right  aacenaion  of  thii  star  is  not  given  is  the  British  Catalogue. 
There  ia  only  one  observation  of  it  in  right  ascension,  viz.  on  Sept.  15,  1690,  at  17“  33”; 
which  has  been  regularly  reduced  by  Flamsteed  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  14S,  and  the  result 
inserted  in  his  list  of  stars  in  the  constellation  Aquarius  in  page  164  of  the  same  volume.  The 
result  it  also  inserted  in  Halley's  edition  of  1712;  and  I know  not  why  it  w’as  afterwards 
omitted.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  there  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter 
in  Bayer's  map : but  as  it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  103  Aquarii  or  tu  the 
present  star,  Flamsteed  has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I Itavc  therefore  retained. 

3249.  35  Cephei  y.  Although  there  is  an  observation  of  this  star  with  the  mural  circle,  yet  its  right 
ascentioD  has  been  determined  by  Flamsteed  per  dislarUicu.  See  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  358. 
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3^2.  106  Atfuarii  i*.  1 Tbete  stars  are  colled  A*  and  in  the  British  C<Uaiogue : there  is  bow- 

3253.  10?  i^YiMirti  t*.  ' ever  but  one  star  designated  by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map;  and 
altlkougb  there  may  be  a doubt  to  which  of  two  stara  that  letter  ought  to  be  applied  (as  already 
mentioned  in  the  note  to  No.  3245)  yet  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  fAere  two  stars  being 
those  which  are  designated^  by  Bayer,  with  the  letter  i.  I have  therefore  corrected  the  errur. 

3336.  — Piscium.  Obscr%'cd  by  Klamslccd  on  Nov,  29,  1697,  the  6rat  after  5^  59“  8*.  It  is  the 
star  in  Bessel's  Zone  No.  23,  at  23''  3B*“  11*, 56,  mag.  8. 

3257.  — Pisdvm.  Obscn'cd  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  29,  1697,  the  second  after  5"  59"  6*.  It  is 
the  star  observed  by  Lalaiide,  in  Hist,  CH.  page  118,  at  23"  37"  38*,5,  mag.  8;  and  also  in 
Bessel’s  Zone.  No.  25,  at  23"  3S“  15*,00,  mag. 

32.56.  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  July  19,  1698,  at  14"  56"  8*.  I cannot  find  any 
star  that  will  correspond  with  this  observation,  unless  we  suppose  an  error  in  noting  down  the 
time  of  transit;  and  that  14"  56“  8*  should  be  14"  57*  8*.  In  which  case  it  is  Piazzi 
XXIII.  193. 

3261,  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  cm  Oct-  20,  1702,  at  9"  7"  22*;  again  on  the  next 
day,  at  9"  3"  48*;  and  again  on  the  following  day,  at  9"  0“  18*.  It  is  the  star  observed  by 
Lalandc  in  Hist.  Gtt.  page  127,  at  23"  37"  52*,5,  mag.  7. 

3265.  108  Aquarii.  This  star  is  called  by  Flamsteed  : but  there  is  strictly  only  one  star  desig- 
nated by  that  letter  in  Bayer’s  map.  I have  therefore  rejected  it  here.  See  the  notes  to  Nos. 
3245  and  3251- 

3271.  83  Pegasi.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  r in  the  British  Calatajue:  but,  as  there 
it  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

3276.  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  22,  1702,  at  9"  7“  40*.  It  is  the  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  127,  at  23"  45"  17*,5,  mag.  7. 

3278.  1 Ceti.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  355°  20' 30".  It 
has  been  deduced  by  Flamsteed  from  the  observation  made  on  Nov.  28,  1693,  at  6"  40"  10* : 
but  he  has  made  an  error  of  1“  in  the  steps  of  the  process,  in  MSS,  vol.  23,  page  177.  I have 
therefore  added  15'  to  the  above  value.  It  is  marked  as  of  the  Ctb  magnitude,  in  the  British 
C<^atoguei  but,  in  the  or^ino/ entries,  it  is  designated  as  the  7th;  which  I have  therefore 
retained. 

3282.  — Piscium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Nov.  14,  1705,  at  ?"  43“  7*,5.  It  is  Piazzi 
XXIII.  249. 

3283.  — /Vgwwi.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  17,  1691,  at  9" 39“  3*.  It  is  Piazzi  XXIII.  251. 

3285.  85  Pegasi.  There  appears  to  be*  an  annual  proper  motion  of  this  star,  in  declination,  of 

— 1",08;  which  reduces  the  diflPerence  of  declination  to  + 9",8. 

3287.  — fisrium.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Oct.  11,  1697,  at  10"  4“  2CT.  It  is  Piazzi  XXIIl. 
258  = 994  Mayer  : and  was  also  obsen'ed  by  Bradley, 

3289.  32  Piscium  c*.  There  is  only  one  star  designated  by  the  letter  c,  in  Bayer’s  map  : but,  as  is 
may  be  doubted  whether  such  letter  belongs  to  31  Pircium,  or  to  the  present  star,  Flamsteed 
has  annexed  it  to  each,  which  I have  therefore  retained. 
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32W.  2 Ceti.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  in  the  Driti$h  Catalogue:  but,  as  there  is  no 
such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I liavc  here  rejected  it. 

3291-  — Ceti.  Observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Dec.  5,  1699,  after  6*  18“  49*.  In  the  original  MS 
entry,  it  is  stated  to  have  ]>S8sed  the  meridian  nearly  at  the  same  time  with  the  preceding  star 
observed  on  that  day,  viz.  3 Ceti.  M.  Argclander  thinks  that  this  is  not  the  star  observed  by 
Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  244,  at  23^  50“  37*,5;  but  that  it  is  the  star  called  9 Ceti  in  Bode’s 
great  catalugnc,  mag.  6 : and  he  says  that  2 observations  of  it  at  Abo  give  its  position  for  1830, 
JR  - 33’’  55"  36‘.79.  and  D = — 17"  28"*  23’,9. 

3294.  33  Piscium.  This  star  is  marked  as  of  the  4th  magnitude,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  in 
the  original  entries,  I cannot  find  that  the  magnitude  U more  than  twice  noted : viz.  once  as 
the  6th,  and  once  as  4^.  I have  therefore  taken  the  mean. 

3297.  21  AndromedsF  x.  This  is  the  same  star  as  that  which  is  also  called  I Pegasi  in  Bayer’s 
map. 

3298.  4 Ceti.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  358®  13'  10".  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  23,  1704,  at  10"  58"  12*,  and  reduced  by  him  in  MSS,  vol.  26 
C,  page  34.  But  on  comparing  the  time  of  its  transit  (as  well  as  that  of  5 Ceti  immediately 
following)  with  that  of  the  other  stars  on  the  same  day,  it  will  be  found  that  Flamsteed  has 
made  a mistake  of  l*in  time.  I have  therefore  deducted  15'  from  the  value  above  stated  : 
when  it  will  agree  with  modem  observations. 

3299.  5 Ceti.  The  right  ascension  of  this  star  in  the  British  Catalogue  is  358®  20^  10",  It  was 
observed  by  Flamsteed  on  Sept.  25,  1704,  28  secon<ls  of  time  after  the  preceding  star:  and 
consequently  15'  must  be  deducted  from  this  value  also.  See  the  preceding  note. 

3301.  87  Pegasi.  This  star  has  the  letter  u annexed  to  it,  in  the  British  Catalogue:  but,  as  there 
is  no  such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

3304.  6 Ceti.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  /,  in  the  British  Catalogue : but,  as  there  is  no 
such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it.  It  is  marked  as  of  the  5th  magnitude  in 
the  British  Catalogue : but,  in  the  original  entry,  it  is  designated  as  the  6th,  which  I have 
here  retained. 

3.308.  7 Ceti.  This  star  is  designated  by  the  letter  h,  in  the  British  Caialogue : but,  as  there  is  no 
such  letter  in  Bayer’s  map,  I have  here  rejected  it. 

3310.  — Celt.  Observed  by  (lamsteed  on  Nov.  28, 1693,  at  about  6"  57i^’".  It  is  tlie  star  observed 
by  Lalande  in  Hist.  CH.  page  192,  at  0"  4"  1*,  mag.  6 : and  M.  Argelander  »ays  that  one 
observation  of  it  at  Abo  gives  its  right  ascension  for  1830,  (P  6“  13*, 67. 


N.B.  As  (he  English  o and  the  Greek  o are  not  readily  distinguishable  from  each  other,  I would 
here  remark  that,  in  the  preceding  catalogue,  there  are  only  six  stars  designated  by  the  English  let- 
ter o;  viz.  Nos.  449.  700,  713,  1665,  1877,  and  2247. 
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Table  A. 

Synonymous  Stars. 

3BS.) 

Table  B. 

Stars  not  eiistiny : being  errors  of  exmputation. 
(See  pa«e  393.) 

C9  Pucium  = 40  Andromcdic 

No. 

STAR. 

No. 

STAR. 

106  = 51  CeU 

2 Arietii  :=107  Piacium 

36 

50  Piacium 

1352 

1.110 

12  lieonia  Minoria 

141 1 

28 

112  Tauri  = 23  Aurigac 

107 

24  Ceti 

1455 

38  

30  Aurigte  = 32  Cameloptrdi 

179 

74  

1851 

18  Virginia 

58  Camelapardi=  SO  LjncU 

120* 

29  Caaaiopeac 

1853 

19  

10  Lconia  1 Sextaatia 

189 

41  

1791 

45  

67  = 53  Lconia  Min. 

359 

19  Peraci 

1729 

1 9 Comic  Bemicea 

36  Virginia  s:  29  Comic  Ber. 

644* 

13  Camelopardi 

1783 

34  

31  Comae  Ber.  :=  13  Canum  Yen. 

645 

3 Tauri 

1935 

1 Libnc 

10  Draconia  s 87  Uraae  Maj. 

654 

8 

2158 

33  Serpentia 

4 Libre  c:  S3  Hydra: 

457 

15  

2375 

52  

r V n 

241.1 

54  ^ 

o ^ 58  ' 

24  Herculia  = 51  Serpentia 

571 

82  

2247 

6 Opbiuchi 

28  =z  1 1 Opbiuchi 

988 

124  

2348 

46  

800 

2.1  M 

46 

31  Scorpii  = 38 

486 

31  Elridaiii 

3418 

59  

25  Aquarii  = 6 Pegaai 

660 

12  Orionia 

2384 

71  Herculia 

__  , 

700 

2416 

80 

24  Piacia  Auat  = 79  Aquarii 

838 

65  

2417 

81  

895 

2448 

N.B.  The  left-hand  column  containa 

944 

29 

3648 

the  namei  retained  in  the  preceding 

ion 

2453 

catalogue. 

1044 

72  

2778* 

70  

1046 

73  

2783 

33  Aquils 

1173 

26  Cancri 

2784 

34  

1250 

56  

2800 

40  

1261 

73  

2805 

43  

1262 

74  

2626 

5 Cygni 

1254 

8 Hydrie 

2792 

38  

1364 

36  
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SloTs  observed^  hut  not  existing. 
(S«e  pA^393 ) 

Table  I). 

Stars  not  ohserred.^  nor  rxiiting. 
(See  page  ) 

Na. 

STAR. 

STAB. 

3U* 

28  Arictis 

890 

76  Orionis 

G39 

100  Tauri 

1096 

12  Cania  Minohs 

156 

27  Camelopardi 

1155 

17  Navis 

86-4 

Monocerolis 

H48 

22  Yiiginis 

913* 

21  Geminorum 

1151 

23  

1007 

Geminoniin 

1152 

24  

1198 

Ursie  Majoris 

1614 

52  

1199 

Ursae  Majoris 

1838 

22  Canum  Venat. 

1205 

Cancri 

2191 

42  Serpeutis 

1212 

Cancri 

2688 

1 1 Vtil|)cculic 

1220 

Uraffi  Majoris 

1232 

7 Ursto  Majoris 

I486* 

28  Sextantis 

* 

1647 

Lconis 

1686 

Virginia 

1910* 

91  Virginis 

1922 

Bootis 

2120 

Coronac  Borealis 

2335 

55  Hcrculis 

2441 

65  Ophiuchi 

3150 

80  Aquarii 

3213 

3 CasaiojKte 

N.B.  The  existence  of  the  sUrs» 

to  which  an  asterisk  is  an> 

nexed,  may  be  reconciled  by 

supposing  an  error  in  record- 

ing the  minute  in  the  time  of 

transit. 
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Table  F. 

Correetiom  made  in  the  Britiih  Catalogue. 

(S«*  p«g«  394.) 


Na 

STAR. 

JR. 

1). 

Na 

STAR. 

JR. 

0. 

3G 

52 

Piicium 

0 4 



o 

0 

1 

/4 

30 

348 

15  Peraci 

O t H 

+ 

o 

6 

/ 

6 

SO 

39 

14 

Ccti 

+ 

3 

0 

0 

371 

24  

— 0 47  38 

— 

0 

55 

40 

17 

CaBsiopc« 

- 

0 

0 

40 

380 

50  Arietia 

— 0 15  0 

6S 

2 

Ureic  Min. 

- 

2 15 

30 

— 

1 

59 

0 

396 

11  Eridani 

— 0 11  0 

72 

60 

Piscium 

- 

0 

I 

0 

403 

56  Arietia 

+ 

0 

2 

U 

S5 

26 

Cminpes 

- 

0 15 

0 

423 

15  Eridani 

— 

0 

1 

0 

88 

27 

- 

0 

0 

40 

454 

38  Pcreei 

+ 1 57  40 

+ 

0 

14 

1 

90 

.16 

Andromedoe 

- 

0 

I 

0 

471 

42  

4-0  1 46 

— 

0 

12 

55 

93 

37 

+ 

0 

I 

0 

534 

56  Tauri 

— 0 15  0 

9.^ 

98 

39 

99 

69 

Pitcium 

+ 

0 0 30 

0 

0 

15 

587 

60  ' 

48  Eridani 



0 

2 

0 

100 

70 

+ 

0 

2 

0 

596 

9 Camelop. 

JR  inaerted. 

104 

30 

Casiiopeie 

ifl  iiiaertcd. 

GOl 

95  Tauri 

— 0 10  0 

113 

75 

Pitcium 

+ 

0 15 

0 

606 

56  Eridani 

— 

0 

5 

0 

113 

42 

Andromedae 

- 

0 

1 

0 

632 

99  Tauri 

— 0 9 45 

+ 

0 

23 

5 

122 

30 

Ceti 

— 

0 

1 

20 

655 

103 

+ 0 14  12 

— 

0 

37 

55 

132 

83 

Pitcium 

+ 

0 

1 

10 

662 

66  Eridani 

+ 0 20  0 

150 

35 

Cataiopect 

- 

0 15 

0 

- 

0 

20 

0 

691 

17  Camelop. 

iR  inserted. 

192 

50 

Ceti 

— 

0 

0 

45 

720 

20  

— 

0 

0 

50 

208 

3 

Arictis 

+ 

0 

1 

20 

733 

35  Oriunia 

— 0 3 40 

214 

1 

+ 

2 30 

0 

756 

27  Camelop. 

— 

0 

30 

0 

216 

54 

Ceti 

— 

0 15 

0 

797 

34  

0 

0 

50 

223 

48 

Caatinpefl? 

— 

0 

0 

45 

814 

35  

JR  inserted. 

232 

52 

0 

30 

0 

816 

38  Auri^ae 

— 

0 

5 

0 

234 

53 

- 

0 

30 

0 

827 

39  Camelop. 

JR  inaerted. 

238 

58 

Cell 

- 

0 45 

0 

833 

64  Orionia 

— 0 45  0 

262 

5 

Triaoguli 

— 

0 15 

0 

843 

63  

+ 0 .34  15 

267 

6 

— 

— 

0 

I 

0 

893 

7 Lyncit 



1 

0 

0 

270 

63 

Ceti 

0 15 

0 

894 

2 Cania  Maj. 



0 

1 

0 

278 

61 

Andmmeda’ 

+ 

8 

18 

40 

902 

3 

— 2 30  0 

303 

12 

Trian^li 

— 

0 

1 

0 

904 

77  Orionia 

+ 

0 

4 

0 
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Table  F.  Correction*  made  in  the  British  Catalogue. 


No. 

STAR. 

At 

D. 

No. 

STAR. 

JR. 

D. 

923 

23  Gtminorum 

0 

// 



e 

0 

/ 

10 

u 

0 

1582 

10 

Crateris 

0 • tt 

0 

+ 0 

2 40 

939 

57  Aurig® 

+ 

0 

5 

0 

1603 

71 

Leonis 

+ 

1 54  30 

942 

56  

+ 

0 

15 

0 

1605 

13 

Crateris 

+ 0 

2 0 

974 

15  Citnit  Maj. 

+ 

0 

1 

0 

1610 

82 

Leon  is 

— 0 

5 0 

977 

1 

0 22  15 

980 

19  

+ 

0 

1 

0 

1633 

22 

Crateris 

+ 1 

0 0 

981 

20  

+ 

0 

1 

0 

1680 

3 

Cunuc  Her. 

- 

0 3 15 

982 

41  (itmiDonim 

+ 

0 

4 

0 

1691 

69 

Ursac  Maj. 

— 0 

1 0 

I0!7 

0 

0 

1724 

72 

0 15  15 

5.3  III  ■ 

20  Lyncia 

1 

1082 

82  (t«mincnim 

+ 

0 

1 

0 

1747 

25 

Virginia 

— 

0 18  0 

+ 0 

1 0 

1085 

1 Navis 

— 

2 

0 

0 

1761 

76 

Urs<e  Maj. 

+ 

0 15  0 

1093 

1104 

+ 

+ 

0 

2 

10 

0 

0 

0 

1797 

1819 

78 

18 

Al 

inserted. 
0 15  0 

54  Camclop. 

Canum  Yen. 

+ 

1107 

10  Navis 

— 

0 

2 

0 

1827 

58 

Virginia 

— 0 

11  20 

1112 

55  Camelop. 

JR 

inserted. 

1847 

68 

— 0 

1 0 

2123 

7 Cancri 

+ 

0 

1 

0 

1849 

79 

Ursie  Maj. 

+ 

0 29  40 

1144 

57  Camelop. 

+ 

0 

IS 

10 

1871 

25 

Canum  Ven. 

-10 

0 0 

1168 

21  Navis 

- 

0 

18 

0 

1879 

83 

Yirginis 

+ 

0 20  0 

1172 

21  Cancri 

+ 

0 

3 

15 

+ 

0 

I 

35 

1919 

48 

Hydne 

- 

0 12  45 

1213 

39  

+ 

0 

2 40 

1920 

10 

Bootis 

+ 0 

1 0 

1214 

40  

— 

0 

2 

40 

1928 

49 

Hydras 

+ 

0 6 45 

1217 

41  

+ 

0 

1 

35 

1953 

101 

Virginia 

— 1 

0 0 

1232 

7 Urs«  Maj. 

_ 

0 

46 

30 

1961 

51 

Hydra 

+ 0 

10  0 

12.85 

71  Cancri 

+ 

0 

8 

50 

1963 

3 

Urate  Min. 

- 

0 2 30 

1292 
. 1368 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

30 

1974 

2005 

1 0 0 

13  Lennis  Min. 

— 

54 

Hydra 

+ 0 

4 45 

1373 

37  Hyilrw 

— 

0 

8 

0 

2025 

10 

Libra 

— 0 

1 0 

1389 

17  LconisMin. 

+ 

0 

10 

10 

2046 

6 

Ursn  Min. 

+ 0 

1 0 

1415 

12  Scxtantis 

— 

0 

0 

2002 

44 

Bootis 

+ 0 

1 0 

1482 

2067 

Ai 

1491 

29  

— 

0 

0 

2068 

23 

Libne 

+ 

1 27  20 

1511 

38  Ursfc  Maj. 

— 

0 

42 

25 

2077 

8 

Uraie  Min. 

+ 

0 15  0 

— 0 

50  0 

1514 

38  LconisMin. 

— 

0 

2 

30 

2092 

7 

ScrpCDtis 

+ 0 

1 0 

1522 

40  

+ 

0 

3 

0 

2099 

33 

Libra: 

— 0 

10  0 

1540 

39  Scxtantis 

+ 

0 

2 

30 

— 

0 

5 

0 

2107 

12 

Ursse  Min. 

Ai  inserted. 

1547 

5 Crateris 

+ 

0 

9 

15 

2131 

18 

Serpentis 

— 0 

9 0 

1551 

48  LconisMin. 

+ 

0 

3 

50 

2133 

14 

Urs«  Min. 

ill  inserted. 
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No. 

STAR. 

M. 

D. 

No. 

STAR 

JfL 

D. 

0 

// 

0 

2139 

20 

Scrpcntift 

+ 

0 

1 

0 

249*1 

108 

Herculis 

— 

o" 

1 

0 

2140 

7 

Cor.  Bor. 

- 

0 

2 

30 

2501 

23 

Sagittarii 

— 0 1 

0 

+ 

0 40 

0 

2154 

29 

Str|>entiB 

+ 

0 

2 

30 

2505 

24 

+ 09 

0 

2166 

10 

Cor.  Bcr. 

- 

0 

5 

0 

2510 

38 

Draconis 

+ 

0 

5 

0 

2179 

IS 

Vrm  Min. 

+ 

0 

9 45 

+ 

0 

10 

0 

2514 

41 

— 

0 

3 

0 

2190 

3 

Herculis 

4- 

0 

7 

30 

- 

0 

1 

0 

2523 

45 

— 0 16 

0 

2203 

6 

- 

0 

2 30 

2551 

62 

Serpentts 

+ 

0 

1 

0 

2213 

16 

Scorpii 

— 

0 

5 

0 

2579 

16 

LjTa? 

+ 

9 

0 

0 

2220 

18 

Urwe  Min. 

M 

inserted. 

— 

0 

1 

0 

2584 

17 

— 

_ 

0 

1 

0 

2225* 

49 

Scrpentis 

+ 

0 

15 

0 

2588 

51 

Draconis 

+ 09 

0 

2236 

17 

Herculis 

— 

0 

2 

0 

2593 

19 

Lyrae 

— 

8 

0 

0 

2253 

21 

Cor.  Bor. 

- 

7 

5 

45 

+ 

0 

19 

15 

2596 

23 

Aqiiilie 

+ 

0 

1 

0 

2254 

3 

Ophiuchi 

+ 

15 

0 

2606 

2 

V'ulpeculae 

iR  inserted. 

D.  inserted. 

2268 

27 

HercuUs 

4- 

0 

1 

SO 

2608 

29 

AquiUe 

iR  inserted. 

2295 

15 

Ophiuchi 

- 

0 

IS 

0 

2627 

4 

VulpecuUc 

+ 

0 

1 

0 

2296 

21 

Urwc  Min. 

+ 

0 

29 

45 

2629 

3 

Cygni 

— 

0 

14 

0 

2325 

24 

Ophiuchi 

+ 

0 

10 

0 

2636 

8 

Vulpeculic 

— 

0 30 

0 

2342 

28 

+ 

0 

15 

0 

2658 

9 

Cygni 

iR  inserted. 

2344 

31 

+ 

0 

15 

0 

2659 

24 

Urssc  Min. 

+ 2 30 

0 

2348 

32 

+ 

0 

10 

0 

2688 

11 

Vulpcculie 

iR  inserted. 

D.  inserted. 

2354 

61 

Herculis 

— 

0 

30 

0 

2721 

24 

Cygni 

Ai  inserted. 

2365 

63 

+ 

0 

15 

0 

- 

3 

0 

0 

2724 

15 

Vulpeculic 

— 0 20 

0 

2370 

41 

Ophiuchi 

- 

0 

30 

0 

2733 

64 

AquiLc 

— 

0 

2 

0 

2377 

66 

ficrculis 

+ 

0 

4 

0 

2769 

33 

Cygni 

^ inserted. 

2403 

22 

Uraic  Min. 

+ 

0 

20 

0 

2773 

36 

— 

0 

5 

0 

2411 

57 

Ophiuchi 

- 

0 

15 

0 

2774 

69 

Draconis 

+ 

0 

5 

0 

2414 

79 

Herculis 

+ 

0 

3 

0 

2616 

29 

ValpecuUc 

- 0 8 

0 

2421 

61 

Ophiuchi 

- 

0 

I 

0 

2638 

15 

Delphini 

+ 0 4 45 

2424 

84 

Herculis 

+ 

0 

5 

15 

2873 

2 

Piscis  Aust. 

+ 0 15 

0 

2425 

26 

Draconis 

+ 

0 

5 

0 

2887 

3 

+ 08 

0 

2463 

97 

Hcrciilis 

+ 

0 

6 

0 

2911 

68 

Cygni 

iR  inserted. 

2466 

11 

Sagittarii 

+ 

0 

0 

- 

0 

50 

50 

2912 

34 

Vulpeculn 

+ 2 30 

0 

2470 

I 

+ 10 

0 

0 

+ 

2 

0 

0 

2927 

69 

Cygni 

+ 0 15 

0 

2472 

73 

Ophiuchi 

+ 

0 

I 

0 

2975 

79 

— 

iR  inserted. 

2473 

12 

S4^^ittarii 

- 

30 

0 

+ 

0 

52 

0 

2994 

11 

Piscis  Aust. 

+ 

0 

50 

0 

2481 

35 

Draconis 

- 

0 

5 

0 

2997 

13 

Cephei 

JR  inserted. 

2489 

18 

Sagittarii 

+ 

1 

0 

0 

3031 

18 

iR  inserted. 

2492 

105 

Herculis 

+ 

0 

15 

0 

3060 

50 

Aquahi 

0 

1 

0 

4 O 
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'J'.ABI.E  F. — Correcliuux  made  in  the  Britith  C'ata/ogiie. 


.Vo. 

STAR. 

I). 

M. 

D. 

0 t 

li 

0 1 

u 

n i 

n 1 It 

3094 

64  Aquarii 

4-  0 15 

0 

31f>4 

87  .\qiiarii 

— 0 5 0 

— 0 1 5 

3097 

28  C«phei 

JR  iusertal. 

3191 

90  

— 0 s 0 

3104 

29  

4-  0 14 

0 

3204 

97 

+ 0 1 30 

3124 

21  Pisciu  Aust. 

— 0 1 

» 

3210 

G7  Pe^aai 

— 0 10  0 

3125 

12  Aquarii 

— 3 0 

0 

3245 

104  Aquarii 

At  inserted. 

3149 

52  Pega«i 

+ 0 1 

0 

3278 

1 Cell 

+ 0 15  0 

3150 

80  Aquarii 

+ 0 30 

0 

3298 

4 

— 0 15  0 

3154 

1 Andromctltr 

— 9 0 

0 

5 

— 0 13  0 

Digitized  hu  Googlel 


Tadle  G.  G5I 


Stars  whose  Hifferenres  in  Higlit  Ascension  amount  to  about  4'  mid  upwards. 

(Sec  page  393.) 

N.B.  The  Coiute]]AtJ4mt  are  nminged  alphabeticalJy. 


No. 

STAR. 

Difference. 

Rmurka. 

314 

28  Arietis 

/ M 

— 15  — 

Conjectural  error  of  1* : if  ao,  it  ia  26  Arietis. 

405 

Arietis 

—.30  — 

Conjectural  error  of  2* : else  the  star  doea  not  exist. 

S67 

45  Auriga: 

— 3 45,0 

Approximate  time  of  tnuiait  assumeci,  instmi  of  Uie  oirrcct  time. 

2100 

51  Boocis  ft 

— 4 20,5 

730 

23  Camelopardi 

4-  7 55,2 

|Subae<iuently  altered  bj  Flamsteed,  or  bU  editors,  without 

736 

24  

+ !2  — 

r apparent  reason, 

928 

42  

_ 4 _ 

1 Deduced  partly  from  1 1 Ur^  Maj&ris,  which  is  itself 

931 

43  

— 7 — 

I discordant. 

10G2 

49  

- 7 - 

Time  of  transit  doubtful. 

1135 

56  

— 7 1,8 

Subeequeutly  altered  by  Flamsteed,  w ithout  apparent  reason . 

964 

10  Cauia  Majoris 

— 8 — 

1 Differ  according  to  the  determining  star  assumed  for  the 

969 

13  K 

+ 7 4,3 

[ reduction. 

1734 

7 Canum  Venal. 

- 3J  - 

Probably  the  time  of  transit  only  approximate. 

1866 

— 15  — 

CoDjeccuraJ  error  of  1* : else  the  star  docs  not  exist. 

60 

21  Caasiopeae 

— 8 29,5 

1 The  time  of  transit  probably  erroneously  recorded,  through 

64 

23  

— 12  26,5 

[ the  inexpertness  of  the  assistant. 

231 

51  

—10  15,6 

Probably  an  error  of  40*  in  the  time  of  transit. 

3(»6 

— 

— 15  — 

Conjectural  error  of  1*” : else  the  star  docs  not  exist. 

2794 

1 Cephei  x 

4-  7 45,6 

Pit>bably  an  emir  in  the  computation. 

2813 

2 8 

+ 4 12,4 

\ 

2S48 

3 , 

+ 5 1,2 

2849 

4 

4-  6 20,2 

2923 

5 CL 

4-  4 4.2 

2040 

7 

+ 5 0,0 

2950 

8 ^ 

+ 4 19,4 

2965 

9 

+ 4 59.0 

2987 

n 

4-  4 5.8 

29S9 

12  

4-  4 57,2 

3016 

14  

4-  4 41,0 

1 Deduced  from  a Cephei  which  is  itself  discordant. 

3025 

15  

+ 4 22,7 

3028 

16  

4-  4 51,7 

3030 

n — f 

4-  5 — 

3041 

21  — ? 

4-  3 57,2 

3045 

22  A 

4-  3 59,9 

3040 

23  e 

+ 5 13,5 

3050 

24  

4-  3 50,2 

3061 

25  

4-  4 6,7 

40  2 
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No. 

STAR. 

Diflercnoe. 

Ranwrkt. 

3082 

26  Cephci 

f 

+ 4 

tt 

34.0 

3084 

21 

! 

+ 3 

46,4 

3111 

30  

+ 4 

18,6 

Deduced  from  a C^kei,  which  ia  itaelf  diacordant. 

3138 

32  

t 

+ 3 

49,1 

3119 

33  

*• 

+ 5 

34^ 

3249 

35  

y 

— 4 

8,2 

Deduced  prr  dislantiaSt  probably  erroDCoualy. 

353 

Cell 

-30 



Conjectural  error  of  2“ : elae  the  atar  does  not  cxiat. 

nn 

Comae  Ber. 

— 15 

— 

Conjectural  error  of  1* : elie  the  atar  does  not  exiat 

162S 

18  Craterifl 

+ 3 

45,4 

1627 

19 

+ 4 

23,1 

I cannot  diacover  how  the  iH  haa  been  deduced. 

1643 

25  

+ 5 

1.8 

1660 

28  

+ 4 

19,3 

2112 

12  Draconii 

1 

— 9 

— 

Deduced  per  dittaniias. 

2298 

15  

A 

+ 5 

— 

2301 

16  

— 9 

0,5 

!“  Tcmiior*  tisnrituum  vitiowMime  noUU.” 

2302 

11  

— 8 

68,5 

1 

2412 

23  

— 4 

9.2 

Deduced  per  distaniias. 

2458 

31  

— 5 

6,1 

1 Probably  the  emir  of  the  determining  atara,  via.  a Lyrff 

2459 

— 

— 5 

7.1 

1 and  r*  Draconu. 

2432 

28  

w 

+ 5 

25,8 

2481 

35  

+ 10 

45.9 

2513 

40  

+ 6 

16,2 

Probably  all  depending  on  the  same  error,  rix.  that  of  the 

2514 

41  

4-  6 

0,8 

determining  atar,  28  Dracorvii. 

2516 

42 

+ 6 

26,1 

2520 

44 

X 

+ 5 

41,6 

2583 

50  

4-18 

35,1 

I cannot  diacover  how  the  iR  haa  been  deduced. 

2744 

64  

e 

— 4 

34,7 

Partly  the  error  of  the  determining  star,  viz.  S Draconis. 

2114 

69  

4-  9 

56,5 

Error  of  the  determining  alar,  a Cepfiei. 

2870 

15  

— 4 

31,6 

Partly  the  error  of  the  determining  atar.  viz.  v*  Draconis. 

913 

21  Oeminorum 

-15 

— 

Conjectural  error  of  1* : if  ao,  it  ia  20  f»emi«artim. 

2284 

34  Herculis 

— 5 

— 

Evidently  aome  error  in  the  computation. 

2454 

93  Heratlis 

4-  4 

6,9 

jSubaequentlj  altered  by  Flamatced,  or  hia  editora,  without 

2460 

95  

4-  3 

33,2 

1 apparent  reason. 

2462 

96  

4-  4 

14,8 

I cannot  account  for  this  difference. 

2416 

101  

4-  4 

42,5 

Evidently  acme  error  in  the  computation. 

1519 

66  Loonis 

+ 25 

— 

Deduced  per  distantias  : probably  an  error  of  compntatioii. 

1204 

2 Leonia  Minoria 

— 5 

24,9 

1206 

3 

— 5 

9,0 

Probably  aome  error  in  the  clock,  or  determining  atar ; aa 

1209 

4 

— 5 

24,4 

they  were  all  observed  on  the  same  day. 

1242 

5 

— 5 

10,3 
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No. 

STAR. 

Diffrreiiee. 

Rcaivkk. 

1368 

13  Leonifl  Minoria 

— 4 — 

Probably  the  time  of  traoait  only  approximate. 

1381 

15  

— 5 11,5 

t cannot  answer  for  this  difference. 

855 

3 Lancia 

— 5 — 

2*  of  this  is  Flamsteed’s  error. 

933 

13  

— 15  — 

Conjectural  error  of  1*. 

919 

n — 

— 4 55,0 

Pmbably  an  error  in  the  assumed  rale  of  the  clock. 

994 



—20  — 

Time  of  transit  doubtful. 

1019 

19  

7 

Error  of  the  determining  star,  vix.  1 1 Ursa  Majoris. 

1121 

28  

—20  — 

Time  of  transit  doubtful. 

1311 

39  

- 34  - 

P of  thia  is  the  error  of  the  determinii^  star,  viz.  2 1 Lyncis. 

2411 

57  Ophiucbi  ft 

— 15  — 

Conjectural  error  of  I® : else  the  star  does  not  exist. 

2918 

12  Pe^ 

+ 5 — 

>I  cannot  account  for  these  dilTerences. 

256 

5 Peraci  A 

— 4 25,8 

1 

275 

8 

— 4 54,0 

Probably  an  error  in  recording  the  observation. 

4 

PiBrCium 

— 15  — 

1 

3258 

+ 15  — 

^Omjectural  error  of  1":  else  the  stars  do  not  exist. 

2225 

49  Serpentis 

+ 15  — 

1 

1388 

3 SexUntia 

+ 4 11,5 

See  (he  note  to  this  star. 

1394 

5 

+ 4 — 

I cannot  account  for  this  difference. 

I486 

28  

+ 30  - 

Conjectural  error  of  2" : if  so,  it  is  29  Sexfonfir. 

200 

1 Trianguli  * 

+ 8 — 

Aproiimate  time  of  tramit  Kuuined,  iiutead  of  the  correct 

313 

14  

— 6 38,9 

Probobly  the  time  of  tniniit  only  approximate.  [time. 

1821 

55  Virginia 

— 8 — 

The  time  of  transit  not  recorded. 

1910 

91  

+30  — 

Conjectural  error  of  2“ : if  so,  it  ia  92  Firjinii. 

1190 

UrMC  Majoria 

-15  - 

Conjectural  error  of  1“ : else  the  star  doea  not  exist. 

1266 

11  r' 

— 9 16,0 

The  right  ascension  deduced  per  distarUtat, 

1320 

22  

- 94  - 

[Deduced  pardy  from  11  Ursie  Majoris,  which  ia  itself 

1325 

24  d 

— 6 40,6 

I discordant. 

1340 

21  

— 9 10.8 

J 

1414 

+ 8 — 

Conjectural  error  of  3(r  : else  the  tUr  doea  not  exisL 

1511 

38  

— 4 25,0 

The  two  results  discordant 

1876 

82  

— 5 — 

The  time  of  transit  not  recorded. 

80 

1 Urese  Min.  a 

+ 11  4,8 

No  very  great  accordance  expected. 

1963 

3 

- 10  — 

2019 

9 

— 6 — 

All  obicrvcd  on  the  same  day. 

2094 

10  

— 10  — 

2238 

11  

— 5 — 

2625 

23  J 

— 12  15,0 

Deduced  per  disUintias. 

2659 

24  

— 13  30,3 

Error  of  the  determining  star,  viz.  23  Urta  Minoru. 
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Table  II. 

Start  whote  differencet  in  Decliiiatiou  amount  to  1'  and  upteardt. 

(Sm  ps|:c 

N-B.  The  Sun  are  erraiigni  a<xording  U»  their  North  Polar  diataaoe. 


No. 

STAR. 

Differeoee. 

Remarka. 

2215 

16  UraA  Min. 

K 

+ 

1 

tt 

3,6 

2119 

15  — 

9 

+ 

1 

33,3 

4 cannot  account  for  these  differences- 

161 

38  CasBioi>ezc 

+ 

I 

51,4 

2112 

12  Draconifl 

1 

+ 

1 

56,1 

Determined  per  distwxtias .*  probably  an  erroncoua  star  taken 

2214 

13  

6 

+ 

1 

43,2 

Determined  per  distantuis. 

1291 

18  Ureic  Maj. 

e 

— 

1 

11,8 

I cannot  account  for  this  difference. 

2549 

8 Cygni 

— 

1 

3,6 

The  two  obaervadons  differ  nearly  P. 

1225 

46  Cancri 

+ 

1 

10,4 

I cannot  account  for  tbia  difference. 

1212 

Cancri 

f 

— 

0 

— 

Conjectural  error  in  the  original  entry. 

54 

55  Piacium 

— 

1 

14,4 

The  reductiou  confused  with  that  of  56  /54Cium. 

271 

_ 

6 



642 

101  Tauri 

9 

_ 

Conjectural  errors  in  the  original  entries,  else  the  stars  do 

not  exist. 

611 

96 

— 

5 

— 

148 

38  

- 

1 

8,4 

1353 

33  Hydra 

+ 

1 

0,6 

1808 

50  Vi^nia 

+ 

1 

15,3 

1933 

96  

+ 

1 

1,5 

;I  cannot  account  for  these  differences. 

2413 

56  SerpentU 

1 

5,1 

3039 

40  Aquahi 

- 

1 

21,7 

3132 

15  

— 

1 

9,0 

3047 

45  

I 

18,4 

1015 

Cania  Majori 

a 

- 

5 

— 

Conjectural  error  in  the  original  entry. 

2338 

29  Ophiuchi 

- 

1 

1,3 

2333 

26  

— 

I 

3,6 

1510 

8 Crateria 

__ 

1.9 

3038 

1 6 Piads  Auat. 

— 

1 

29,6 

1646 

26  Cratcria 

— 

1 

3,9 

3003 

13  Piacia  AuaU 



33,4 

2149 

5 Lupi 

A 

__ 

29,2 

The  greater  part  of  these  differences  arisea  from  the  dif- 

1643 

25  Cratcria 

— 

11,1 

/ fcrence  in  the  tables  of  refraction. 

3016 

1 7 Piacia  Auat. 

(3 

— 

43,4 

3018 

15  

— 

5,3 

2951 

9 

— 

1 

2,6 

3013 

14  

¥■ 

— 

33,4 

3127 

22  

y 

- 

53 

2928 

6 

— 

55,8 
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Table  K. 

Lul  of  345  Determining  Start. 
(s*»  407.) 


STAR. 

M»g. 

8 Ccti 

( 

3 

17  CaAsiopea: 

? 

4 

29  Andromeda 

V 

4i 

18  Cusiopen 

a, 

3 

16  Ceti 

3 

4 

1 Urtae  Min. 

2J 

20  Ceti 

6 

71  Pisciuin 

4 

80  Pi»cium 

e 

5 

86  Pisciuin 

K 

5 

36  CaMiopcs 

5J 

37  Cuisiopeae 

s 

3 

4&  Ceti 

« 

3 

98  Pisciura 

5 

99  Pucium 

7 

4 

102  Pificium 

T 

5 

106  PUciuro 

V 

5 

110  Piscium 

0 

5 

5 Arictit 

r 

4 

6 ArietU 

i3 

3 

8 Arietis 

1 

6 

57  Andromedn^ 

7 

2i 

113  Piscium 

a 

3 

13  Arietis 

SI. 

2 

65  Ceti 

r 

6 

22  Arietis 

6 

5? 

73  Ceti 

P 

4i 

82  Ccti 

S 

3 

86  Ceti 

y 

3 
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STAR. 

Mag. 

Ri^hl  AaceDHion. 

D«clinatk>n. 

CmpaKd  ter  I610. 

Ane  Pr*e. 

Prop.  MoC 

Co4DpHt«d  (9t  IC90. 

Aad.  Pr*c. 

Prop.  Hot.  j 

u 

0 

/ 

// 

H 

U 

87  Ceii 

H- 

4 

37 

3 

46,9 

+ 47,84 

+ 

0,33 

+ 

8 

46 

42,7 

+ 15,98 

— 

0,05 

42  Arietit 

ie 

6 

38 

1 

9,3 

49,55 

+ 

0,08 

+ 

16 

8 

41,5 

15,82 

+ 

0,01 

46  Arieds 

61 

39 

45 

17,9 

49,84 

+ 

047 

+ 

16 

45 

21,0 

15,42 

- 

0,20 

48  Ariedi 

e 

5 

40 

23 

38,7 

50,73 

+ 

0,09 

+ 

20 

4 

20,5 

15,15 

- 

0,02 

92  Ced 

OL 

2 

41 

31 

54,1 

40,64 

0,04 

+ 

2 

50 

45,4 

15,02 

— 

0,11 

26  Penci 

21 

43 

2 

17,7 

57,14 

+ 

0,53 

+ 

39 

43 

27,2 

14,90 

+ 

0,01 

57  Arietii 

s 

4 

43 

39 

48,2 

50,60 

+ 

0,25 

+ 

18 

31 

14,6 

14,55 

0,00 

58  Arieda 

? 

5 

44 

17 

36,2 

51,04 

+ 

0,05 

+ 

19 

51 

44,3 

14,36 

— 

0,08 

33  Penei 

a 

21 

45 

36 

.36,0 

62,30 

+ 

0,17 

+ 

48 

42 

58.9 

14,04 

— 

0,07 

63  Ariedi 

6 

46 

15 

6,1 

51,13 

0.00 

+ 

19 

35 

55,5 

13,87 

— 

0,03 

1 Taiiri 

9 

4 

47 

3 

47,7 

48,02 

+ 

0,03 

+ 

7 

54 

19,6 

13,67 

- 

0,09 

3 T«uri 

S 

4 

47 

36 

26,9 

48,22 

+ 

0,12 

+ 

8 

37 

9,5 

13,53 

— 

0,05 

5 Taiiri 

f 

5 

48 

27 

20,6 

49,13 

+ 

0,10 

+ 

11 

50 

28,5 

13,30 

— 

0,03 

39  Pcraci 

s 

3 

50 

16 

3,0 

62,38 

0,16 

+ 

46 

45 

64 

12,83 

— 

0,07 

n Tturi 

5 

51 

38 

25,6 

52,69 

+ 

0,06 

+ 

23 

6 

3,6 

12,45 

— 

0,06 

19  Tauri 

5 

51 

43 

40,1 

52,81 

+ 

0,08 

+ 

23 

27 

23,5 

12,43 

- 

0,06 

20  Tauri 

6 

51 

52 

6,5 

52,79 

+ 

0,08 

+ 

23 

21 

39,5 

12,39 

— 

0.08 

23  Tauri 

5 

53 

0 

10,8 

52,67 

+ 

0,12 

+ 

22 

56 

40,6 

12,35 

— 

0,07 

25  Tauri 

7 

3 

53 

17 

15,8 

52,75 

+ 

0,07 

+ 

23 

6 

30.7 

12.27 

— 

0,07 

27  Tauri 

6 

53 

42 

19,7 

52,77 

+ 

0,07 

+ 

23 

4 

4,1 

12,16 

— 

0,09 

44  Pctaei 

? 

3 

53 

41 

21,8 

55,66 

+ 

0,09 

+ 

30 

55 

33,5 

11,89 

- 

0,07 

45  Peraei 

e 

3 

54 

18 

10,1 

59,16 

+ 

0,03 

+ 

39 

4 

8,6 

11,71 

— 

0,04 

34  Eridani 

r 

2 

55 

53 

52,4 

41,71 

+ 

0,10 

- 

14 

25 

19,2 

11,25 

~ 

0,11 

54  Tauri 

r 

3 

00 

33 

74 

30,61 

+ 

0.20 

+ 

14 

50 

19,4 

9,86 

— 

0,03 

Cl  Tauri 

I' 

4 

61 

16 

49,5 

51,38 

+ 

0,16 

+ 

16 

46 

26,1 

9,64 

— 

0,05 

64  Tauri 

i» 

4 

61 

34 

16,8 

51,26 

+ 

0,17 

+ 

16 

41 

4.1 

9,55 

- 

0,05 

68  Tauri 

!• 

41 

61 

54 

114 

51.45 

+ 

0.19 

+ 

17 

10 

37,5 

9,45 

— 

0,03 

74  Tauri 

t 

31 

62 

38 

38,5 

51,92 

+ 

0,18 

+ 

18 

27 

1.1 

9,22 

— 

0,04 

77  Tauri 

6‘ 

5 

63 

44 

4,8 

50,83 

+ 

0,05 

+ 

15 

13 

56,9 

9,19 

— 

0,03 

78  Tauri 

«• 

5 

63 

45 

13,3 

50,80 

+ 

0,20 

15 

8 

28,8 

9,18 

— 

0,02 

87  Tauri 

a 

I 

64 

32 

47,2 

51,12 

+ 

0,14 

+ 

15 

50 

35,6 

8,62 

- 

0,18 

94  Tauri 

r 

5 

65 

55 

30,5 

53,50 

+ 

0,06 

+ 

22 

19 

5.4 

8,19 

— 

0,04 

3 Aurigs 

. 

4 

69 

15 

8,0 

57,99 

- 

0,75 

+ 

32 

37 

33,4 

7,12 

— 

0,03 

6 Orionia 

4 

69 

33 

1,9 

46,62 

+ 

0,05 

+ 

1 

53 

40,5 

7,01 

— 

0,03 

102  Tauri 

1 

4 

71 

9 

12,1 

+ 5341 

+ 

0,14 

+ 

21 

6 

8,1 

+ 6,48 

— 

0,07 

4 P 
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STAR. 

Ri^ht  Akvomoo. 

Urclmatioa. 

CoBp«t«d  for  laao. 

Ann. 

Pr»p.  U«l. 

for  taM. 

1 Aun.  Free. 

Frop.  Hot. 

// 

Of// 

13  Aurigar  a 

1 

73  38  4,6 

+ 65,65 

+ 0,21 

+ 45  37  333 

+ 5,71 

— 0,45 

19  Orioaia  ^ 

1 

74  54  534 

43,05 

1 + 0,06 

— 8 35  46,9 

5,22 

— 0,03 

113  Tfturi  |3 

2 

76  40  57,3 

56,49 

+ 0,14 

+ 28  17  50,0 

4,62 

— 0211 

24  OrionU  y 

3 

ri  ^ 49,5 

1 48,04 

+ 0,09 

+ 6 1 39,1 

4,47 

— 0,04 

114  Tauri  0 

5 

77  15  42,6 

53,74 

1 

+ 0,08 

+ 21  37  30,5 

4,42 

-0,02 

34  Oriunis  $ 

o 

79  2 45,0 

45,79 

+ 0.10 

— 0 34  1,3 

3,81 

— 0,06 

11  l.<eporiB  a 

3 

79  46  0,2 

39,53 

+ 0,09 

— 18  4 43.6 

3,56 

— 0,01 

123  Tauri  C 

3 

79  47  8,7 

53,52 

+ 0,07 

+ 20  54  26,0 

3,55 

— 0,05 

46  Orionifl  e 

3 

80  7 31,8 

45,48 

+ 0,05 

— 1 26  21,5 

3,44 

— 0,03 

4ft  Orionia  «• 

4 

80  48  2,8 

45,00 

+ 0,05 

— 2 49  5,5 

3,21 

— 0.03 

50  Orionii  ( 

3 

81  16  53,3 

45,24 

+ 0,!I 

— 2 8 46,2 

3,04 

— 0,02 

31  Camelopanii 

5 

81  49  2.4 

80,04 

0,00 

+ 59  44  53,4  ! 

2,86 

— 0,09 

54  Orionia 

5 

84  0 40,6 

53,31 

— 0,15 

+ 20  10  21,5 

2,09 

— 0,12 

58  Orionia  a 

t 

84  36  0,8 

48,54 

+ 0,10 

+ 7 18  24,2 

1,89 

— 0,02 

37  Aurigac  9 

4 

84  39  8,6 

61,11 

+ 0,15 

+ 37  8 22,6 

1,87 

-0,17 

1 Geminonim 

5 

86  19  16,7 

54,58 

+ 0,05 

+ 23  13  55,9 

1,29 

— 0,14 

2 Lyncia 

4 

88  3 34,9 

79,43 

+ 0,13 

+ 59  3 15,0 

0,68 

— 0,05 

7 Oeminoruni  ^ 

•li 

89  2 29,9 

5431 

+ 0,01 

+ 23  32  57,3 

+ 0,33 

— 0,04 

13  Oeminorum  y. 

3 

91  2 58.3 

54,34 

+ 0,16 

+ 22  37  32,5 

- 0,37 

— 0,15 

1 Cania  Maj.  C 

3 

92  6 18,7 

34,43 

+ 0,07 

— 29  57  17,2 

0,74 

— 0,04 

18  Gemiuorum  v 

4 

92  38  17.2 

53,41  , 

4-  0,05 

+ 20  21  42,1  1 

0,92 

— 0,04 

24  Geminorum  y 

•4 

94  56  57,6 

51,95  1 

1 + 0.09 

+ 16  37  8,0 

1,73 

-0,07 

27  Geminonim  e 

3 

06  12  34,1 

55,44 

+ 0,08 

+ 25  23  24,5 

2,17 

— 0.04 

31  Geminorum  ^ 

•4J 

96  58  11,7 

50,65 

— 0,06 

+ 13  11  13,4 

2,44 

— 0.33 

9 Cania  Maj.  st 

1 

97  52  16,6 

40,16 

— 0,50 

— 16  19  28,1 

2,75 

— 1 .25 

43  Geminorum  ( 

3i 

101  25  24,0 

53,52 

+ 0.07 

+ 20  58  49,9 

4.17 

— 0,05 

54  Geminonim  A 

5 

105  3 41,6 

51,92 

+ 0,01 

+ 17  3 22.8 

5,21 

— 0,05 

55  Geminorum  $ 

3 

105  23  27,0 

54,00 

+ 0.07 

+ 22  30  31,0 

5,33 

— 0,05 

3 Cania  Miu.  ^ 

3 

107  34  46,8 

48,97 

— 0,01 

+ 8 52  28,5 

6,06 

— 0,07 

66  Geminorum  a 

1 

108  41  8,3 

58,09 

— 0,13 

+ 32  31  9.7 

6,43 

— 0,09 

10  Cania  Min.  a 

li 

110  45  41,7 

47,94 

— 0,62 

+ 5 58  57,6 

7,11 

- 1,07 

77  Geminonim  k ' 

•li 

111  25  11,2 

54,73 

— 0,02 

+ 25  5 52,1 

7,33 

— 0,07 

78  Geminorum  |3 

2 

111  34  13,5 

56,93 

-0,67 

+ 28  43  53,5 

7,38 

— 0,08 

81  Geminorum  g 

6 

112  1 58,0 

52,46 

— 0,03 

+ 19  13  26,9 

7,53 

— 0.06 

9 Cancri 

1 

116  58  12,2 

+ 53,75 

0,00 

+ 23  28  49,1 

- 9.09 

— 0,04 
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M«g. 

Rif;ht  Asrvnaiun. 

DecSinstioo. 

STAR. 

CaMpBtrd  for  ISM 

Ana.  Pw 

Prap.  Slot- 

Ccaipatad  for  ISOO. 

Ast).  Praa. 

Prop.  MoU 

17  Cancri 

s 

n 

0 t u 

119  55  0,7 

+ 49^09 

it 

0,00 

0 / M 

+ 10  6 18,4 

4* 

- 10,01 

— 0.07 

1 Ursae  M&j. 

d 

121  1 30, B 

77,91 

— 0,26 

+ 61  42  7,7 

10,35 

— 0,20 

31  Cancri 

9 

5} 

123  27  54,0 

51,78 

-0,02 

+ 19  6 23,2 

11,06 

— 0,09 

33  Cancri 

7 

6J 

123  40  43,3 

52,54 

— 0,01 

+ 21  27  29,7 

11,13 

— 0,08 

43  Cancri 

r 

4 

126  19  9,3 

52,69 

— 0,10 

+ 22  32  45,4 

11,88 

0,00 

47  Cancri 

1 

4 

126  45  0,8 

51,60 

+ 0,04 

+ 19  15  35.7 

12,00 

— 0,26 

13  llydnc 

p 

5 

127  59  41,4 

47,91 

+ 0.02 

+ 6 57  7,8 

12,35 

— 0,08 

9 Urwc  Maj. 

i 

4 

129  26  16,2 

63,94 

— 0,66 

+ 49  13  20,1 

12,75 

— 0,34 

CO  Cancri 

6 

129  44  16,1 

49,48 

+ 0,01 

+ 12  46  45,6 

12.83 

— 0,04 

16  Ilydne 

! 

4 

129  44  28,8 

47,90 

— 0,02 

+ 7 5 45,7 

12,82 

— 0,04 

6S  Cancri 

at 

4 

130  22  15,8 

49,51 

+ 0,06 

+ 13  1 36,8 

12,99 

— 0,05 

12  Una;  Maj. 

X 

4 

130  33  34,4 

63,11 

— 0,07 

+ 48  20  46,4 

13,05 

— 0,15 

76  Cancri 

X 

6i 

132  43  36,9 

49,08 

+ 0,02 

+ 11  53  8.5 

13,61 

— 0,02 

1 Lconia 

X 

5 

136  37  34,2 

53,14 

— 0,04 

+ 27  29  13,9 

14,58 

— 0,07 

30  Hydne 

a 

2 

138  5 14,4 

44,25 

-f  0,03 

— 7 20  21,9 

14.93 

+ 0,03 

4 l.fConia 

X 

4 

138  29  13,3 

51,98 

0,00 

+ 24  18  24,7 

15,02 

— 0,04 

5 Leonifl 

£ 

5i 

138  47  50,8 

48,94 

— 0,08 

+ 12  38  47,0 

15,09 

— 0,09 

10  Leonis 

5 

140  12  9.5 

47,83 

— 0,05 

+ 8 12  2,3 

15,41 

— 0,01 

14  IiConia 

0 

31 

141  8 26,5 

48,49 

— 0,13 

+ 11  16  41,6 

15,62 

— 0,06 

24  Leonitf 

P- 

31 

143  45  28,0 

52,13 

— 0,29 

+ 27  26  34,1 

16,18 

— 0,07 

27  Leonis 

> 

51 

145  22  23,3 

48,79 

— 0,08 

+ 13  54  5,0 

16,51 

— 0,02 

29  Leonis 

X 

4 

145  56  49,1 

47,86 

+ 0,03 

+ 9 30  37.2 

16,61 

— 0,05 

30  Leonis 

IJ 

31 

147  35  29,0 

49,52 

+ 0,02 

+ 18  15  12,0 

16,94 

— 0,01 

32  Leonis 

a 

1 

147  57  12,4 

48,52 

— 0,23 

+ 13  27  41,7 

17.00 

+ 0,02 

33  Urss  Maj. 

X 

31 

149  32  59,1 

55,94 

— 0,20 

+ 44  26  29,2 

17.30 

— 0,07 

36  Ijconia 

? 

3 

149  50  25,8 

50,66 

+ 0,03 

+ 24  56  26,9 

17,35 

+ 0,01 

41  Leonis 

r 

2 

150  42  8,7 

49,82 

+ 0^4 

+ 21  23  24,0 

17,50 

— 0,15 

34  Uraa:  Maj. 

3 

150  54  59,7 

55,07 

— 0.05 

+ 43  2 19,0 

17,53 

+ 0,01 

47  Leonis 

P 

4 

154  6 38,5 

47,68 

+ 0,07 

+ 10  53  11,5 

18,05 

— 0,03 

48  Unic  Maj. 

& 

2 

160  41  59,5 

56,58 

4*  0,14 

-f  58  1 53,4 

18,92 

+ 0,01 

50  Unuc  Maj. 

a 

u 

161  2 25,7 

58,67 

— 0,29 

+ 63  24  46,1 

18,98 

— 0,10 

58  Leonis 

d 

H 

161  8 1,1 

46,57 

+ 0,05 

+ 5 16  16,4 

18,98 

— 0,03 

63  Leonis 

X 

“1 

162  14  56,8 

46,94 

— 0,29 

+ 9 0 9,7 

19,12 

— 0,08 

68  Leonis 

S 

21 

164  23  12,5 

48,18 

+ 0,23 

+ 22  12  49,6 

19,32 

— 0.14 

70  Leonis 

S 

3 

164  28  48,0 

+ 47,63 

0,00 

+ 17  6 51,2 

-19,33 

— 0,06 

4 P 2 
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Right  Aacansion. 

Declination. 

STAR. 

Ma* 

ConpKed  for  1680 

Abb.  rr*e. 

Prop  Hgii. 

CompBUd  for  IdlKt. 

Abb.  Prcc- 

Prop.  II  bL 

*77  Leoiiia  c 

44 

166  16  59,7 

446''62 

u 

— 0,06 

0 / it 

+ 7 43  10,1 

-19,49 

— 0,02 

78  Ixtonis  < 

4 

166  55  58.2 

45,96 

+ 0,21 

4-  12  13  46,3 

19,54 

— 0.08 

84  Leonid  r 

4 

167  59  54,5 

46,31 

— 0,06 

+ 4 33  28.1 

19,62 

— 0,03 

91  I^eonis  v 

4 

170  16  12,6 

46,03 

+ 0,06 

+ 0 53  0,5 

19,77 

+ 0,04 

2 Virginis  ^ 

5 

172  19  20,5 

46,43 

+ 0,07 

+ 9 58  41,7 

19,88 

— 0,03 

3 Virfpnis  v 

s 

172  28  ,30,4 

46,36 

+ 0,09 

+ 8 15  51.8 

19,90 

— 0.21 

94  Leonid  ^ 

14 

173  18  11,2 

46,66 

— 0.48 

+ 16  18  6,3 

19,92 

— 0,09 

5 Vii^nia  ^ 

3 

173  38  9.3 

46,11 

+ 0,83 

+ 3 30  35,5 

19,94 

— 0,28 

64  UrMB  Maj.  y 

2 

174  19  22,8 

48.84 

+ 0.18 

+ 55  25  2,7 

19,96 

— 0,01 

8 Viipnit  T 

5 

176  14  40,5 

46,17 

+ 0,04 

+ 8 20  34,1 

20,02 

— 0,04 

9 Virginia  o 

5 

177  20  57,6 

46,08 

-0,14 

+ 10  27  22,8 

20,04 

+ 0,03 

] Corvi  a 

4 

178  7 35,3 

45,70 

+ 0.16 

— 22  59  53,0 

20,05 

— 0,04 

69  Uraie  Maj.  3 

24 

179  57  45,5 

45,98 

+ 0.23 

+ 58  45  34,3 

20,06 

— 0,05 

13  Virginia 

6 

180  41  4,2 

45,97 

+ 0,86 

4-  0 56  22,5 

20,06 

— 0,03 

15  Virginia  ij 

3 

181  0 56,7 

45,97 

— 0,05 

+ 1 3 32,8 

20,06 

— 0,02 

7 Corvi  S 

3 

183  27  57,0 

46,30 

— 0,02 

— 14  47  4,3 

20,02 

— 0,13 

26  Virginia  ^ 

5 

105  49  16,3 

46,20 

— 0,01 

— 6 16  57,0 

19,96 

— 0,03 

29  Virginia  y 

3 

186  29  34,6 

45,96 

— 0.50 

+ 0 15  34,5 

19,93 

— 0,04 

40  Virginia  <1/ 

5 

189  34  5,8 

46,43 

+ 0,10 

— 7 50  43,8 

19,78 

— 0,02 

43  Virginia  $ 

3 

189  59  59,5 

45,66 

— 0,40 

4-  5 5 30,4 

19,75 

— 0,06 

77  Uraie  Maj.  f 

3 

190  3 38,3 

40,44 

+ 0,23 

4-  57  39  9.1 

19,75 

— 0,06 

12  Canum  Ven. 

24 

190  21  44,3 

42,94 

— 0,27 

+ 40  0 3,9 

19,73 

4-  0,06 

36  Cunuc  Ber. 

5 

190  53  33,3 

44,66 

+ 0.02 

+ 19  5 21,6 

19,70 

4-  0,06 

47  Virginia  § 

3 

191  41  442 

45,06 

-0,19 

+ 12  38  6.2 

19,64 

+ 0,04 

49  Virginia  g 

5 

192  55  35,5 

46,69 

+ 0,11 

— 9 4 18,4 

19,55 

4-  0,01 

51  Virginia  $ 

4 

193  29  4,7 

46,29 

+ 0,05 

— 3 52  20,5 

19,51 

— 0,02 

46  Hydrc  y 

34 

195  32  28.5 

48,09 

+ 0.16 

— 21  31  27,7 

19,33 

4-  0,07 

67  Virginia  a 

1 

197  13  51,5 

46,97 

+ 0.01 

— 9 31  43,8 

19,16 

— 0.(»2 

79  Urwc  Maj,  t 

3 

197  50  10,4 

36,67 

+ 0,27 

4-  56  33  21,3 

19,09 

— 0,03 

74  Virginia  1* 

6 

I9S  58  21,5 

46,50 

— 0,02 

— 4 38  26,2 

18,97 

— 0,02 

79  Virginia  C 

4 

199  43  54,0 

45,86 

— 0,20 

4-1  0 11,3 

18,88 

+ 0,09 

82  Virginia  m 

6 

201  20  58,2 

46,89 

— 0,02 

— 7 7 13,9 

16,68 

+ 0,03 

85  Urae  Maj.  i; 

3 

203  49  1.5 

36.02 

— 0.14 

+ 50  52  30.1 

18,35 

— 0,01 

6 Bootia  If 

3 

204  58  44,6 

42,90 

+ 0.03 

+ 19  58  7,8 

18.18 

— 0,33 

93  Viri^nia  r 

5 

206  28  33.3 

+ 45,50 

+ 0.07 

4-3  3 59.4 

-17,95 

— 0,05 
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STAR. 

Rif(hi  A«r»n«ion. 

DccHutioa. 

CoiBptitvd  for  UeS, 

Ana.  Src*. 

Prep.  Mot 

Conipntrd  far  I6S0. 

Ann.  Pr««. 

Prop.  Mot 

1 1 Dracoiiis  a 

3i 

0 / u 

209  0 23,9 

+ 24.27 

ti 

-0,12 

o * t* 

+ 65  52  11,4 

U 

— 17,54 

a 

— 0,01 

9B  X 

4 

209  6 13.7 

47,49 

+ 0,13 

— 8 48  14,6 

17,53 

+ 0.06 

Viipnis  1 

4 

209  57  5,0 

46,76 

+ 0,11 

— 4 30  1.0 

17,38 

— 0,38 

16  Dootii  a 

I 

210  23  1,6 

42,12 

— 1,14 

+ 20  48  53,3 

17,30 

- 1,95 

100  Virginit  \ 

4 

210  36  2,7 

48,13 

+ 0,11 

— 11  55  15,9 

17,26 

+ 0.07 

2r>  Bootis  fi 

4 

214  36  54,6 

38,92 

— 0,07 

+ 31  45  7,2 

16,51 

4-  0,16 

107  Virginia  jbt 

4 

216  41  36,8 

46,87 

+ 0,20 

— 4 17  3,2 

16,09 

— 0,28 

36  Bootis  f 

3 

217  51  44,9 

39,32 

— 0,02 

+ 28  24  14,8 

15,83 

4-  0.03 

7 Libne  ^ 

5 

318  5 59,6 

48,80 

+ 0,02 

— 12  49  46,3 

15,79 

+ 0,03 

9 Librae 

6 

219  24  18,9 

49,24 

— 0,03 

— 14  40  47,3 

15,72 

— 0.03 

9 Libne  a. 

2 

318  27  4.4 

49,25 

0,00 

— 14  43  32,6 

15,71 

— 0,01 

15  Librae  ? 

6 

220  0 16,1 

48,28 

+ 0,07 

- 10  7 43,9 

15,36 

+ 0,03 

19  Libne  ^ 

4i 

321  7 4,2 

47,66 

0,00 

— 7 15  32,6 

15,11 

+ 0,02 

20  Librae 

3 

221  30  28.1 

51,90 

+ 0,06 

— 24  2 0.9 

15,00 

+ 0,06 

21  Libre  y* 

5 

222  21  12,3 

49,60 

+ 0,07 

— 15  1 26,0 

14,82 

4-  0,03 

42  Bootis  /3 

3 

222  34  0,6 

33,92 

0,00 

+ 41  38  7,0 

14,77 

— 0,03 

43  Bootis  ^ 

5 

222  47  31,8 

+ 38,68 

— 0,16 

+ 28  10  48,9 

14.72 

4 0,02 

7 Urse  Min.  ^ 

3 

223  2 21,4 

- 6.62 

+ 0,01 

+ 75  25  23.4 

14,66 

— 0,05 

24  Libne  t* 

5 

223  39  32,3 

+ 50,6:i 

+ 0,07 

— 18  35  11,6 

14,51 

4 0,02 

27  Libne  0 

2 

225  5 48,2 

48,03 

— 0,03 

— 8 12  28,7 

14,26 

4-  0,02 

48  Bootis  ^ 

5 

225  23  4,0 

37,62 

— 0,08 

+ 30  20  19.4 

14,09 

+ 0,06 

38  Librae  y 

3i 

229  33  51,5 

49,71 

+ 0,13 

— 13  43  18,5 

13,01 

4 0,08 

13  Serpentis  2 

3 

230  0 16,3 

42,82 

+ 0,01 

+ 11  36  11,9 

12,89 

4*  0,08 

5 Cor.  Bor.  a, 

24 

230  23  38,2 

37,84 

+ 0,18 

+ 27  47  0.8 

12,79 

— 0.04 

43  Libne  x 

4 

231  2 29.4 

51,24 

+ 0,05 

— 18  38  16,7 

12,61 

- 0,04 

44  Libne  ^ 

4 

231  40  21,6 

50,09 

+ 0,14 

— 14  38  58,7 

12,44 

0,00 

24  Serpentis  a 

2 

232  15  24,5 

43,91 

+ 0,22 

+ 7 25  54,1 

12,28 

4-  0,11 

27  Serpentis  X 

4 

232  51  21,2 

43,63 

— 0,12 

+ 8 21  15,2 

12,11 

+ 0,01 

28  Serpentis  $ 

3 

232  58  29.9 

41,26 

+ 0,14 

+ 16  25  13,3 

12.08 

4 0,03 

45  Libne  X 

4 

233  51  17.7 

51,62 

+ 0,04 

— 19  12  9,0 

11,83 

4 0,03 

46  Ubne  S 

4 

234  3 30,9 

50,57 

+ 0,26 

— 15  46  57.1 

11,77 

+ 0.21 

6 S<»rjHi  T 

3 

235  2 52,0 

53,71 

+ 0,08 

— 25  10  53,2 

11,50 

+ 0,05 

7 Scorpii  S 

3 

235  31  17,4 

52,56 

+ 0,07 

— 21  42  3,3 

11,36 

4 0,06 

41  Serpentis  y 

3 

235  33  21,3 

41,01 

+ 0,41 

4-  16  42  10,4 

11,33 

— 1,21 

13  Cor.  Bor.  e 

44 

236  11  23,6 

+ 37,20 

+ 0,02 

+ 27  48  8,9 

-11,16 

— 0,01 
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Rip{ht  Aic«a«>oA. 

STAR- 

m»b. 

Outn|»at«d  for 

Amk.  Pr«*. 

Pn^.  Mot. 

8 Scorpu 

& 

2 

O i 4! 

236  52  16,6 

+ 51,'l4 

44 

4-  0,08 

9 SctMrpii 

a;' 

5 

2.n  1 1 1,3 

52,04 

+ 0,12 

10  Scorpii 

w* 

5 

231  19  28,1 

52,12 

+ 0,14 

14  Scorpii 

r 

4 

238  30  42,1 

51,14 

+ 0,08 

1 Ophiucbi 

s 

3 

239  32  12,4 

46,84 

— 0,01 

2 Ophiuchi 

34 

240  29  28.1 

41,11 

+ 0,13 

Scorpti 

<r 

5 

240  36  25,4 

54,06 

+ 0,01 

4 OpHiucUi 

5 

241  30  28.1 

52,14 

4-  0,03 

21  Scorpii 

a 

1 

242  31  10,3 

54,55 

+ 0,06 

10  Ophiuchi 

A 

4 

243  49  31.0 

45.13 

4-  0,12 

23  Scorpti 

T 

4 

244  9 55,1 

5539 

+ 0,09 

27  Hcrculi* 

& 

3 

244  13  4?.9 

38,61 

— 0,12 

29  IfercuUs 

h 

4 

244  31  53,2 

42,01 

— 0,15 

13  Ophiuchi 

K 

3 

245  1 59,0 

49,15 

4-  0.10 

44  Herculia 

3 

248  4 19,2 

30,62 

+ 0,10 

25  Ophiuchi 

1 

4 

249  50  32,0 

42,22 

— 0,05 

27  Ophiuclu 

X 

* 

250  45  20,5 

42,68 

— 0,21 

58  Herculia 

« 

3 

252  6 43,4 

34,32 

— 0,03 

35  Ophiuchi 

I 

3 

253  9 .31.3 

51,23 

4-  0,12 

30  Ophiuchi 

53 

254  5 5,8 

55.43 

— 0,46 

21  Draconia 

•»3 

254  44  20,0 

18,46 

— 0,12 

64  lierculis 

« 

3 

255  7 59,3 

40.87 

+ 0,03 

65  Herculia 

4 

255  34  55,3 

36,83 

— 0,06 

42  Ophiuchi 

9 

3i 

255  45  15,2 

54,90 

4-  0,04 

44  Ophiuchi 

h 

5 

256  52  B.O 

54,61 

4-  0,08 

51  Ophiuchi 

G 

258  1 58,6 

54,59 

+ 0,10 

55  Ser|)entia 

4 

259  51  51,9 

51,33 

0,00 

55  Ophiuchi 

a 

•> 

260  8 31,6 

41,48 

+ 0,14 

23  Draconia 

& 

24 

260  51  50,6 

20,13 

+ 0,01 

56  Serpentia 

0 

5 

261  0 1,0 

50,43 

4-  0,13 

58  Ophiuclii 

6 

261  13  12,0 

53,18 

— 0,04 

60  0))hiiicbi 

? 

3 

202  2 .36,9 

44,33 

+ 0,01 

62  Ophiuchi 

y 

4 

263  5 36,1 

44,98 

— 0,03 

64  Ophiuchi 

V 

4 

265  29  35,8 

49,40 

+ 0,06 

33  Draconia 

y 

2 

261  21  13,8 

+ 20,15 

+ 0,08 
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STAR. 

Mm- 

Ri)*ht  AMTCDSioD. 

Deflinfttton.  1 

Computed  lor  lfl90. 

Ann.  Pm 

Prop.  Mot. 

cocnpuiM)  fof  laaa. 

Aan.  Pree. 

Prop.  Mot.  1 

o 

1 

// 

u 

a 

tt 

13  Sagittarii 

4 

2(i8 

48 

31,9 

+ 53,12 

+ 

0,04 

— 

21 

5 

31,0 

- 0,42 

+ 

0,09 

103  HcmiHa 

0 

4 

268 

51 

54,8 

34,98 

0,06 

+ 

28 

45 

0,3 

0,40 

+ 

0,06 

15  Sagittarii 

6 

269 

11 

1,9 

53,59 

+ 

0,02 

- 

20 

40 

28,9 

- 0,29 

•f 

0,10 

19  Sagitt^ 

i 

3 

2W 

IG 

56,8 

51,53 

+ 

0,07 

- 

29 

54 

32,8 

+ 0,10 

+ 

0,02 

22  Sagitlarii 

X 

4 

212 

13 

.32,1 

55,56 

+ 

0,01 

- 

25 

32 

38,3 

0,11 

- 

0,12 

27  Sagittarii 

9 

5 

216 

33 

51.3 

56,25 

+ 

0,11 

_ 

21 

15 

38,2 

2,29 

+ 

0,07 

3 Lync 

a. 

1 

216 

36 

42,8 

30.12 

+ 

0.32 

+ 

38 

31 

15,6 

2,31 

+ 

0,32 

32  Sagittarii 

5 

218 

51 

35,9 

54,43 

+ 

0,02 

_ 

23 

4 

48,1 

3,09 

0,07 

34  Sagittarii 

32 

219 

0 

20,1 

55,86 

+ 

0,10 

— 

26 

38 

1.1 

3,14 

+ 

0,02 

35  Sagittarii 

>• 

5 

219 

5 

25,8 

543 

+ 

0,13 

- 

23 

0 

46,1 

3,17 

+ 

0.07 

10  Lyric 

/3 

3 

219 

39 

40,7 

33,12 

+ 

0,04 

+ 

33 

1 

54,0 

3,37 

+ 

0,01 

36  Sagittarii 

r 

219 

43 

.35,1 

53,58 

+ 

0,01 

— 

21 

0 

58,0 

3,39 

+ 

0,06 

37  Sagittarii 

? 

4 

279 

48 

11,3 

53,15 

+ 

0,06 

- 

2) 

28 

6,9 

3,42 

+ 

0,07 

38  Sagittarii 

? 

3 

280 

42 

41,0 

57,48 

+ 

0,01 

- 

30 

16 

26,6 

3,13 

+ 

0,01 

13  Aquils 

a 

3i 

2B1 

23 

26,0 

40,83 

- 

0,03 

+ 

14 

40 

.56,9 

3,96 

- 

0,05 

39  Sagittarii 

9 

4 

281 

31 

11.4 

53,91 

+ 

0,12 

— 

22 

9 

3.5 

4,01 

+ 

0.04 

14  Lyne 

y 

3 

281 

50 

21,9 

33,57 

+ 

0,02 

+ 

32 

n 

32.3 

4,12 

+ 

0,05 

40  Sagittarii 

r 

4 

2Bl 

53 

19,8 

56,45 

— 

0,03 

— 

28 

4 

33,8 

4,14 

- 

0,18 

17  Aquilae 

c 

3 

282 

41 

39,0 

41,31 

- 

0,03 

+ 

13 

26 

8,1 

4,44 

- 

0,01 

41  Sagittarii 

«■ 

4 

282 

49 

32,9 

53,67 

+ 

0,04 

+ 

21 

28 

20,6 

4,46 

+ 

0,04 

42  Sagittarii 

■i 

5 

284 

1 

28,3 

55,36 

+ 

0,08 

— 

23 

44 

45,1 

4,90 

+ 

0,01 

44  Sagittarii 

f' 

5 

265 

54 

55,9 

52,39 

+ 

0,05 

- 

18 

23 

20,4 

5,50 

+ 

0,13 

30  Aqtiil^ 

i 

3 

281 

21 

58,1 

45,13 

+ 

0,2S 

+ 

2 

31 

.56,3 

6,02 

+ 

0,17 

57  Dniconis 

S 

34 

288 

5 

16,6 

0,81 

+ 

0,32 

+ 

01 

1 

2.6 

6,23 

+ 

0,08 

6 Cygni 

/3 

34 

289 

33 

21,2 

36,21 

+ 

0,02 

+ 

21 

20 

13,9 

6,12 

+ 

0,05 

41  Aquilie 

4 

290 

9 

58,6 

40,62 

+ 

0,10 

— 

1 

56 

15,1 

6,92 

+ 

0,06 

12  Cygni 

9 

3 

291 

41 

9,0 

.35,46 

0,02 

+ 

29 

21 

53,4 

7,44 

+ 

0,11 

56  Sagittarii 

/ 

6 

292 

3 

38,3 

32,92 

— 

0,14 

- 

20 

21 

59,3 

1,53 

+ 

0,02 

50  Aquiln* 

r 

3 

292 

52 

42,5 

42,16 

+ 

0,10 

+ 

9 

53 

28,4 

7.80 

+ 

0,06 

53  Aquilee 

a 

14 

293 

54 

46,1 

43.37 

+ 

0,60 

+ 

8 

5 

I.O 

8,13 

+ 

0,43 

55  Aquilae 

V 

34 

294 

10 

5,1 

45,90 

+ 

0,01 

+ 

0 

14 

48,3 

8,22 

0,00 

60  Aquilae 

? 

34 

295 

1 

8,6 

44,11 

+ 

0.12 

+ 

5 

:i9 

55,5 

8,49 

- 

0.41 

14  Vulpeculie 

5 

296 

28 

12,8 

38,62 

— 

o,ot 

+ 

22 

11 

10,4 

8,96 

+ 

0,04 

65  Aquilffi 

5 

3 

298 

49 

19,6 

46,50 

+ 

0,10 

— 

1 

42 

25,9 

9,61 

+ 

0,08 

5 Capricomi 

a‘ 

4 

300 

0 

26,2 

+ 50,12 

+ 

0,06 

— 

13 

25 

50,1 

+ 10,06 

+ 

0,01 

Digitized  by  Google 


664 


Table  K. — List  of  345  Deterntining  Stars. 


STAS. 

M.g- 

Bif^t  A*r<nwion. 

DcelinatioB.  | 

Coenpatod  tot  IdM. 

Aea.  Pr*c. 

Prop.  Mm. 

CMopaUd  for  19a. 

Aao.  Pr«c. 

Prop.  Ifoi  1 

u 

M 

0 

/ 

u 

u 

H 

6 Capricomi 

a* 

3 

300 

12 

18.9 

+ 50,13 

+ 

0,09 

— 

13 

28 

12,0 

+ 10,09 

+ 

0,08 

7 Capricorui 

«f 

6 

300 

21 

40,5 

52.29 

+ 

0,10 

- 

20 

2 

58,8 

10.14 

+ 

0,09 

9 Capricorni 

3 

300 

53 

16,1 

50.82 

+ 

0,07 

- 

15 

43 

32,3 

10,30 

+ 

0,11 

10  Capricorui 

V 

302 

22 

50,8 

51,88 

+ 

0,05 

- 

19 

11 

36,5 

10,75 

+ 

0,10 

37  Cygiii 

7 

3 

302 

46 

41,4 

32,18 

+ 

0,06 

+ 

39 

17 

8,9 

10,86 

+ 

0,06 

1 1 Capricorni 

P 

0 

302 

46 

55,9 

51,72 

- 

0,01 

— 

18 

48 

17,6 

10,86 

+ 

0,08 

2 Uclphini 

s 

3 

304 

36 

1,8 

42,98 

+ 

0,03 

+ 

10 

16 

44,2 

11,39 

+ 

0,03 

15  Capricomi 

tl 

6 

305 

35 

14,1 

51,66 

- 

0,01 

- 

19 

11 

50,1 

11,68 

+ 

0,08 

6 Delphini 

$ 

3 

305 

45 

18.5 

42,06 

+ 

0,07 

+ 

13 

32 

41,2 

11,72 

+ 

0.03 

1 1 Delphini 

i 

3J 

307 

14 

48.7 

42,00 

+ 

0,03 

+ 

13 

59 

23,1 

12,14 

4 

0,02 

2 Aquarii 

i 

•»! 

307 

42 

50,0 

48,95 

+ 

0,08 

10 

36 

0,3 

12,27 

+ 

0,06 

50  Cygni 

a 

2 

307 

43 

9,8 

30,35 

+ 

0,04 

+ 

44 

n 

33,5 

12.27 

+ 

0,03 

12  Delphini 

y 

3 

308 

4 

13.2 

41,74 

— 

0,01 

+ 

15 

2 

0,7 

12.37 

- 

0,13 

6 Aquarii 

4J 

308 

58 

26,3 

48,76 

+ 

0,07 

- 

10 

6 

56,2 

12,62 

+ 

0,03 

22  Capricomi 

5 

311 

40 

22,1 

51,74 

+ 

0,01 

— 

21 

2 

58,1 

13,34 

+ 

0,03 

23  Capricorni 

9 

5 

312 

6 

51,4 

50,94 

+ 

0,14 

— 

18 

26 

3,3 

13,45 

+ 

0,01 

13  Aquarii 

V 

5 

313 

9 

59,5 

49,25 

+ 

0,11 

— 

13 

35 

53,6 

13,73 

+ 

0,05 

8 Equulci 

a. 

4 

315 

4 

41,2 

44,99 

+ 

0.13 

+ 

3 

59 

29,8 

14,21 

- 

0,03 

32  Capricomi 

1 

5 

316 

13 

47.7 

50,52 

+ 

0,08 

- 

18 

7 

39,6 

14,49 

+ 

0,10 

34  Capricorni 

! 

5 

317 

13 

16,2 

51,96 

+ 

0,03 

— 

23 

43 

33,1 

14,73 

+ 

0,09 

5 Cephfi 

a 

3 

317 

47 

10,9 

21,33 

+ 

0,35 

+ 

61 

17 

8,4 

14,86 

+ 

0,02 

22  Aquarii 

3 

318 

48 

4.3 

47,58 

4 

0,06 

- 

6 

54 

38,4 

15,09 

+ 

0,06 

30  Capricomi 

g 

4 

319 

54 

43,9 

50.89 

+ 

0,07 

- 

30 

49 

44,2 

15,35 

+ 

0,07 

23  Aquarii 

£ 

6 

320 

18 

12,2 

48,06 

+ 

0,13 

- 

9 

13 

12,2 

15,44 

+ 

0,03 

40  Capricomi 

y 

4 

320 

42 

40,2 

50,11 

+ 

0,28 

- 

18 

2 

16,9 

15,53 

+ 

0,06 

8 Cephei 

3 

321 

7 

n.4 

12,83 

0,00 

+ 

69 

12 

28,2 

15,62 

— 

0,03 

8 Pegasi 

£ 

3 

322 

14 

18,0 

44,15 

+ 

0.12 

+ 

8 

28 

30,0 

15,66 

+ 

0,05 

48  Capricomi 

X 

5 

322 

27 

1.6 

48,75 

+ 

0,07 

- 

12 

46 

19,7 

15,91 

+ 

0,05 

49  Capricorni 

s 

3 

322 

28 

5,3 

49,83 

+ 

0,29 

- 

17 

30 

39,3 

15,91 

- 

0,21 

5!  Capricorni 

(» 

S 

324 

4 

59,6 

49,13 

+ 

0,41 

- 

14 

59 

19,8 

16,40 

4- 

0,09 

33  Aquarii 

1 

4 

327 

24 

38,1 

48,94 

+ 

0,07 

— 

15 

21 

12,2 

16,90 

0,00 

34  Aquarii 

a 

3 

327 

27 

42,1 

46,32 

+ 

0,04 

— 

1 

48 

24,4 

16,91 

+ 

0,05 

24  Pegaai 

1 

4 

328 

9 

8,5 

41,30 

+ 

0,40 

+ 

23 

50 

52,7 

17,04 

+ 

0,07 

26  Pegasi 

9 

4 

328 

38 

13.3 

45,12 

+ 

0,38 

+ 

4 

41 

24,5 

17,13 

+ 

0,10 

43  Aquarii 

9 

4 

330 

6 

35,1 

+ 47,01 

+ 

0,16 

— 

9 

18 

31,1 

+ 17,40 

+- 

0,02 
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STAR. 

M.g. 

Right  AacvniMW. 

DaeUoation. 

ConpoUd  for  laSO. 

Am.  Pf*<- 

Prop.  Mot. 

Coapoted  for  16M. 

Am.  Prve. 

Pr«p.  Mot. 

46  Aquarii  p 

5i 

o t U 

330  57  50,2 

It 

+ 47,59 

+ o!o2 

o i u 

— 9 21  36,3 

+ 17!54 

14 

+ 0,05 

48  Aquarii  y 

3 

331  24  20,9 

46,47 

+ 0.19 

— 2 55  59,2 

17,61 

+ 0,07 

52  Aquarii  r 

5 

332  21  31,4 

46.00 

+ 0,06 

— 0 10  46.2 

17,77 

+ 0.06 

55  Aquarii 

4 

333  12  52,7 

46,23 

4-  0,22 

— I 35  27,5 

17,91 

+ 0,10 

57  Aquarii  <r 

5 

333  33  0,7 

47,92 

+ 0,03 

- 12  15  8,4 

17,96 

+ 0,12 

62  Aquarii 

4 

334  51  13,4 

46.23 

+ 0.13 

— 1 42  2,8 

18,16 

— 0,01 

63  Aquarii  x 

6 

335  25  10,4 

46.82 

-0,02 

— 5 48  48,0 

18,24 

— 0.06 

42  P^ii  K 

3 

336  30  18.6 

44,68 

+ 0,08 

+ 9 13  32,2 

18,40 

+ 0,04 

1 1 Aquarii  T* 

5i 

338  17  0,3 

48,00 

0,00 

— 16  13  1,5 

18,64 

+ 0,04 

73  Aquarii  X 

4 

339  6 20,5 

47.14 

— 0,02 

— 9 13  1,2 

18,74 

+ 0,08 

76  Aquarii  1 

3 

339  32  10.8 

48,18 

— 0,01 

- 17  27  31,2 

18,79 

+ 0,06 

24  Piacii  Auit.  a 

1 

340  6 15,9 

50,12 

+ 0,37 

— 31  15  9.8 

18,86 

— 0,13 

4 Piacium  j9 

5 

342  1 30.2 

45.74 

+ 0,08 

+ 2 9 39,4 

19,08 

+ 0,02 

53  PefBfli  $ 

2 

342  12  6.5 

42,93 

+ 0,27 

+ 26  24  36,0 

19,10 

+ 0.18 

83  Aquarii 

6 

342  H 30,0 

46,98 

+ 0.21 

— 9 21  27,2 

19,10 

+ 0,07 

54  Pegaai  a 

2 

342  20  13,6 

44,51 

+ 0,13 

+ 13  32  43,3 

19,11 

+ 0,03 

90  Aquarii  4> 

5 

344  33  41,8 

46,70 

+ 0,10 

— 7 42  44,3 

1934 

— 0,15 

9 1 Aquarii 

5 

344  54  15,7 

46,97 

+ 0,44 

— 10  46  7,5 

19,37 

+ 0,10 

6 Piacium  y 

4 

345  16  32,7 

45,83 

+ 0,78 

+ 1 35  50,1 

19,40 

+ 0,03 

93  Aquarii 

5 

345  26  22.7 

46,94 

+ 0.12 

— 10  52  2.0 

19,54 

+ 0.02 

95  Aquarii  4** 

5 

:M5  42  5,6 

46,96 

+ 0,11 

— 11  17  54.0 

19,44 

+ 0.04 

68  Pegaai  v 

6 

347  29  27,3 

44,24 

+ 0,28 

+ 21  42  12,5 

19,58 

+ 0,07 

8 Piacium  x' 

5 

347  45  ,34,9 

46,01 

+ 0,17 

— 0 26  4,8 

19.60 

- 0,09 

17  Piacium  i 

6 

351  0 15.2 

45.76 

+ 0,47 

+ 3 57  1.2 

19,81 

— 0,42 

1 03  Aquarii  A* 

5 

351  21  44,0 

47.06 

+ 0,01 

— 19  44  11,8 

19.83 

— 0,03 

104  Aquarii  A* 

5’ 

351  24  19,7 

47,04 

+ 0,07 

— 19  32  3.2 

19.84 

+ 0,10 

18  Piacium  X 

5 

351  33  30,1 

45.97 

— 0,05 

+ 0 4 40,4 

19,84 

— 0,13 

5 Caaaiopeae  r 

5 

353  1 56,2 

42.25 

+ 0,14 

+ 56  55  38,3 

19,91 

+ 0,08 

28  Piacium  w 

5 

355  51  12,2 

45,84 

+ 0.23 

+58  51,0 

20.01 

— 0,09 

29  Piacium 

5 

356  29  7,6 

46,08 

+ 0,06 

— 4 45  12,5 

20,02 

+ 0,03 

2 Ceti 

4i 

356  57  20,4 

46,34 

+ 0.05 

— 19  3 46,5 

20.03 

+ 0,06 

33  Piacium 

5 

357  21  50,7 

46.09 

+ 0,08 

— 7 26  22,6 

20,04 

+ 0,05 

21  Andromedic  a 

2 

358  6 52,9 

45.63 

+ 0,22 

+ 27  22  37,7 

20.05 

— 0,13 

1 1 Caaaiopeac  ^ 

2| 

358  13  43,5 

44,99 

+ 1.09 

+ 57  26  21,5 

20,05 

— 0,18 

88  Pegaai  y 

2 

359  19  48.1 

+ 45,92 

+ 0.10 

+ 13  27  29,9 

+ 20,06 

+ 0,01 

4 Q 
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Table  L. 


Table  M. 

(Sm  page  406.) 


J 

i 

a 

•S 

3 


■3 

i 


■i 

a 

< 


i 

1 

Jl 


Dap. 

(044  Siyit.) 

Sun's 
true  Long. 

Days 
elap^ 
since 
Jan. 1. 

Fraction 
of  tha 
Ymt. 

Jau.  1 

292“  490 

0 

•000 

11 

302-667 

10 

-028 

21 

312-817 

20 

■055 

31 

332-929 

30 

•083 

Feb.  10 

.333  000 

40 

•no 

20 

343*033 

50 

•137 

March  2 

352-999 

60 

•168 

12 

2*900 

70 

•192 

33 

12-767 

80 

*220 

April  1 

22-578 

90 

•247 

11 

32-317 

100 

■274 

21 

42*017 

110 

•302 

May  I 

51-675 

120 

•329 

11 

61*283 

130 

•357 

21 

70-867 

140 

•384 

31 

80*424 

150 

•411 

June  10 

89-967 

160 

•439 

20 

99-500 

170 

■466 

30 

109*028 

IBO 

■494 

July  10 

118-567 

190 

•521 

20 

128-133 

200 

■548 

30 

137-731 

210 

•576 

Aug.  9 

147-350 

220 

•603 

19 

157-017 

230 

•631 

39 

166-745 

240 

•058 

Sept.  6 

176-517 

250 

•685 

18 

186-333 

260 

•713 

28 

196-222 

270 

•730 

Oct.  8 

206-150 

280 

•757 

18 

216-167 

290 

•795 

28 

226-192 

300 

•822 

Not.  7 

236-283 

310 

•850 

n 

246-417 

320 

■877 

27 

256*580 

330 

•904 

Dec.  7 

266-750 

340 

•932 

17 

276-950 

350 

■959 

27 

287-149 

360 

•987 

37 

297-317 

370 

•014 

T«r. 

(,0/d  Stfk.) 

Correction 

fur 

Sun's  fjong. 

Mood's  Node. 

1690 

— *114 

0-165 

1691 

— •353 

340*837 

B 1692 

+ *.394 

321*455 

1693 

+ •155 

302-127 

1694 

— •084 

282-798 

1695 

— •322 

263-470 

B 1696 

+ -424 

244*089 

1097 

+ •186 

224-760 

1698 

— 053 

205*432 

1699 

— 292 

186*103 

B 1700 

+ •455 

166-722 

1701 

+ •216 

147*394 

1702 

— *023 

128*065 

1703 

— •262 

108-737 

B 1704 

+ •485 

89-355 

1705 

+ •246 

70-027 

1706 

+ •007 

50-699 

1707 

— •232 

31-370 

B 1708 

+ •515 

11-989 

1709 

+ ■276 

352*660 

1710 

+ •037 

33.3*332 

nil 

— •201 

314-004 

B 1712 

+ ••546 

294 ’622 

1713 

+ •307 

275-294 

1714 

+ ■068 

255-965 

1715 

-•171 

236-637 

B 1716 

+ -576 

217-256 

1717 

+ •337 

197-927 

1718 

+ •098 

178-599 

1719 

— 141 

159-270 

B 1720 

+ -606 

139*889 

D»ily  variation  of  the  Alooo'i  node  = — ‘0A296. 


Table  N. 

(See  page  408.) 


3Iean  Thermarmier  for  each  Month. 


Highest 

meen. 

Lowest 

mean. 

Geoenl 

mean. 

0 

January  . 

41-8 

33*5 

39*0 

February 

45*6 

380 

41-6 

March  . 

49*5 

40*0 

44*4 

April  • 

54*3 

47*0 

50*4 

May  . 

60-4 

51-6 

56-2 

June  . 

67-0 

57-7 

63*8 

July . 

71-1 

60-8 

65-8 

August  . 

• 

67-7 

57-8 

64-8 

September 

64-1 

57  0 

60*4 

October  . 

56*0 

48*0 

52-4 

November 

50*8 

40-8 

46-6 

December 

46-1 

38*1 

41*4 

The  mean  height  of  the  Barometer,  for  tha  whole 
ymr,  is  29' 8ft  inches. 
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ADDENDA  ET  CORRIGENDA. 


Exiraci  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  Edioard  Bernard. 

Ob»ervatoiT,  Jan.  22,  1677-8. 

Worthy  Sir, 

Your*  4^  the  20th  past  I received  not  till  the  16th  instant;  and  then,  not  knowing  how 
to  direct  my  answer  so  as  it  might  come  safe  to  your  hands,  I was  forced  to  defer  this  return  till  1 
might  learn  it  at  I/ondou.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  BulUaw,  having  wrote  to  Mr.  Sherburne  to  get 
him  what  obser>'ations  of  Mercury  I bad,  he  was  pleased,  in  the  conclusion  of  a letter  to  roe  on  that 
occasion,  to  let  me  know  that  he  had  received  a letter  from  you  signifying  that  you  designed  to  leave 
the  matftemaiical  for  a theological  employment,  and  that  be  thought  1 might  be  a biting  successor 
to  your  place.  1 had  never  so  good  an  opinion  of  mine  abilities  as  to  think  1 could  deserve  so  emi- 
nent a reward  of  my  studies  by  them ; but  since  you  and  he  concur  in  the  same  opinion,  I begin  to 
think  I may  not  want  enough  to  serve  it,  if  my  other  friends,  who  arc  here  concerned,  shall  but  be 
of  the  same  mind,  and  lend  me  their  assistance  where  it  is  requisite.  But,  my  chief  dependence  is 
on  yourself;  for,  being  of  another  University,  I am  not  acquainted  with  the  customs  of  yours;  nor 
know  I which  way  to  move  to  seek  after  it.  But,  if  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  what  friends  I 
ought  to  make,  and  to  whom  to  apply  myself,  with  such  other  directions  as  you  may  think  conve- 
nient, some  time  before  you  remove,  that  I may  not  be  prevented  by  others  interposing,  I shall  take 
some  pains  to  look  after  it : for  it  were  both  incivility  and  fully  to  neglect  the  motion  of  so  great  a 
kindness. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  the  Bodleian  Ubraryr  Oxford.] 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  Edward  Bernard. 

Observatory,  Feb.  8,  1677-8. 

Worthy  Sir, 

I am  much  obliged  to  yon  for  the  information  you  last  gave  me,  and  the  friendship  you 
have  showed  me  (who  am  altogether  otherways  a stranger  to  you,  except  by  the  relation  of  our  pro- 
fession) in  the  motion  of  me  to  be  (he  successor  in  a chair,  which  Umuch  question  whether  I should 
be  sble  to  maintsin  with  the  credit  it  has  gained  by  those  who  have  possessed  it.  But,  I am  apt  to 
think  I have  some  fnends  here  who  are  unwilling  I should  ever  attain  to  that  preferment,  since  you 
mention  Mr.  Halley  in  the  postscript  of  your  letter;  I suppose  by  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Sherboume, 
who  on  the  receipt  of  one  of  yours  wrote  me  word  that  he  thought  I might  make  you  a 6t  successor: 
but  when  I went  to  visit  him  afterwards  told  me  I could  not  hope  of  that  favor,  by  reason  1 was  not 
of  your  University,  and  that  Mr.  Halley,  being  of  it,  might  reasonably  expect  it.  I knew  by  whom 
he  was  influenced,  but  it  concerns  me  to  be  silent.  I therefore  suppressed  my  just  indignation 
at  those  who  I thought  had  been  concerned  to  seek  my  benefit  as  much  as  I had  been  for  their 
credit ; and  resolved  for  the  present  to  content  myself  with  a place  which  1 have  furnished  with 
instruments  of  my  own  contrivance,  but  full  of  trouble  and  no  gains,  till  1 sec  an  opportunity  of 
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removing  to  some  [one]  more  »dvantageou«,  and  where  I may  have  a better  air  with  leiaer  or  fewer 
diatempers.  I am  aa  weary  of  the  place  as  you  of  youra  : my  inclinations  are  for  an  em|:4oyment 
that  may  render  me  more  useful  in  the  w6rld,  and  promote  more  glory  to  my  Maker,  which  (as  you 
well  intimate)  is  the  sole  end  of  our  lives,  and  to  which  I would  divert  all  my  labors.  But,  till  he 
pleases  to  afford  me  such  an  opportunity,  I am  content  with  my  present  employment,  which  I manage 
much  differently  from  those  who  went  before  me ; and,  if  the  love  of  my  own  methods  persuade  me 
not  amiaa,  with  more  advantage. 

Last  week  I received  a letter  from  Mr.  Halley,  who  tells  me  that,  if  the  clouds  (which  are  more 
frequent  than  be  expected)  prevent  him  not,  he  hopes  to  be  at  borne  by  Ati^st  next.  But,  I am 
apt  to  think  be  will  make  it  Christmas  ere  he  returns.  He  is  very  ingenious,  as  I found  when  he 
talked  with  me : and,  his  friends  being  wealthy,  you  may  expect  Uiat  advantage  by  a resignation  to 
him,  which  it  is  scarce  in  my  power  to  afford  you. 

I am  of  the  same  mind  concerning  the  Royal  Society  as  you.  The  President  is  changed*  : Mr. 
Hooke  fills  all  with  discourse  and  mighty  projects  of  invention  and  discoveries,  but  they  are  seldom 
seen ; and,  when  they  are,  fMviuriun/  mon/er. 

[Copied  from  the  original  in  the  Bodleian  library,  Oxford.] 


Leller  from  Dr.  WalUt  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 

Oxford,  Jan.  9, 169B*9- 
SlH, 

1 had  lately  an  intimation  from  Dr.  Gregory,  as  if  it  were  a desire  of  yours,  that  (in  a letter 
of  Mr.  Flamateed*s  concerning  the  parallax  of  the  earth*s  annual  orb,  w hich  1 am  about  to  print) 
I would  omit  a paragraph  wherein  you  arc  mentioned.  It  is  wherein,  when  1 had  pressed  his  com- 
municating to  me  and  the  public  his  observations  concerning  this  matter,  he  excusclh  his  delay  of 
gratifying  me  therein,  from  his  diversion  by  other  business,  and  (amongst  the  rest)  this  for  one : 
**  Contraxcram  etiam  cum  Do.  Newtono  doctissiiqo  tunc  temporis  in  academia  Cantahrigiensi  Pro- 
“ fessore  neccssitudinem  cui  lunm  loca  ab  obeervatiunibus  meis  ante  habilis  deducta  1 50  dedermm 
**  cum  locis  simul  h tabulis  meis  ad  caniin  tempora  supputatis  turn  similiuni  in  posteriore  prout 
**  assequerer  promissorum  cum  dementis  calculi  mei  in  ordine  ad  emendationcm  theork^  lunaris 
“ Horroccianse  enarrare  spero  cum  [corum  ?]  bucccssub  censeas  harum  expectationi  bus;  pares 
**  huic  cum  ingenioais  duobus  viris  (in  Septentrionalibus  Anglis  partibus)  ut  ipsis  impertirem  loca 
**  duorum  - - - - planetarum  (Saturni  et  Jovis)  in  orditie  ad  restituendum  illorum  motus 
•*  quam  rem  ipsi  tunc  molicbantur.**  Upon  which  I wrote  to  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  have  his  opinion 
in  it : for  I was  not  to  alter  his  letter  without  his  order. 

I have  since  an  answer  from  him  to  this  puq>ose  ; that  it  was  (he  supposeth)  rather  a Ruggcstion 
of  Dr.  Gregory’s  own,  than  any  orders  from  you,  to  have  it  left  o\it ; for  that  you  do  readily  acknow- 
ledge in  all  companies  that  you  had  from  him  such  observations ; and  that  upon  his  now  writing  to 
you  on  this  occasion  be  hath  received  no  answer  from  you  to  the  contrary  i and  therefore  he  thinks 
that  you  do  acquiesce  aa  to  the  publishing  that  paragraph  with  the  rest,  and  teems  yet  to  adhere  to  it. 
For  my  part  I am  willing  to  serve  you  both,  and  not  willing  to  displease  either;  and  therefore 

♦ 

* Sir  Joseph  WUllamsoD  was  elected  President  in  Xorenler,  1C77»  in  the  room  of  I^iord  Brmtnckrr.  P.  B. 
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detire  thtt  you  will  pleate  to  accommodate  that  buainess  between  younclTca ; and  I shall  readily 
comply  with  what  you  two  agree  upon  therein  : and  1 desire  I may  have  au  account  from  you  as 
soon  as  may  be,  because  the  press  will  quickly  be  ready  for  it. 

I am,  Sir,  yours  to  senre  you, 

JoHS  WaI.U!«. 

I don't  apprehend  any  prejudice  to  you  in  printing  it,  being  merely  true  matter  of  fact : and  it 
seems  of  concernment  to  him  to  satisfy  the  world  (from  this  and  other  things  mentioned)  that  he 
is  not  idle;  though  he  be  not  yet  in  readineaa  to  publish  the  whole  of  his  obaervations  (for  whurh 
he  is  ^equently  called  upon),  it  being  a great  work. 

[Copied  from  the  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth : and  it  may  be  proper  to 

state  that  some  of  the  Latin  words,  especially  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence,  are  not 
very  legibly  written,  and  consequently  the  construction  not  very  distinct.  I have  not  ventured  to 
supply  the  punctuation.] 


Leiter  from  Mr.  Flamsteed  to  Dr.  Smith. 

Obtcrvalory,  Nov.  1,  1*100;  mane. 

Sir, 

I go  into  Surrey,  Crod  willing,  Unmorrow  morning,  and  shall  scarce  return  till  Wedneaday. 
If  I get  that  day  to  London,  I will  meet  you  at  (Jarraway's  ; but  I fear  I hardly  can,  and  therefore 
make  this  quiet  return  to  advise  you  not  to  expect  me. 

The  discourses  Mr.  Halley  has  broached  and  fomented,  relating  to  my  not  publishing  my  obser- 
vations, signify  little;  for  the  world  him,  his  principles  and  practices;  and  that  all  the  dust 
he  raises  is  only  by  the  help  of  our  young  lewd  gentlemen,  whom  he  encourages  in  their  vices,  and 
they  remunerate  him  by  spreading  his  slanders.  I have  resolved  to  take  no  revenge  of  him,  but 
(that  I may  not  be  wanting  to  myself)  I have  put  a larger  paper  than  I gave  you,  with  some  notes 
on  it,  into  a great  band,  who  is  as  much  satisfied  with  it  as  you  with  my  lesser  and  incomplete  letter, 
and  wrill  make  good  use  of  it.  A courtier  would  have  me  print  it : but  there  is  no  need,  for  Mr. 

Halley's  reports  are  like  to  make  him  ashame«l  in  a little  time.  His  great  friends  are  sensible  of 

his  behaviour,  and  l>egin  to  keep  him  at  a distance.  I would  have  him  reform  of  himself,  and  make 

reparations  if  it  might  he  ; and  therefore  give  him  fair  time  : for  I cannot  mention  the  reflections 

he  has  made  without  exposing  him  too  much ; whereas  I desire  not  to  make  him  smart,  hut  blush  ; 
or  rather,  not  blush  so  much  as  repent  and  become  a good  and  sincere  man. 

r was  somewhat  amaxed  at  what  you  told  me,  at  our  parting,  that  it  was  reported  I had  j\utifieti 
the  murder  of  King  Charles  /•  I thank  you  for  speaking  it  out^  and  desire  you  to  take  notice  of 
the  words,  how  maliciously  they  arc  laid  together.  He  must  certainly  be  a moat  wicked  man  that 
would  justify  any  miirrfer  whatsoeveTy  lie  the  person  murdered  never  so  bad.  If  they  had  raid  I 
had  vindicated  the  trial  or  execution^  it  had  been  enough ; but  that  looked  not  so  black  as  murder : 
and.  when  calumnies  are  to  he  spread  by  malicious  people,  always  the  most  ugly  and  odious  words 
are  picked  out  to  express  them,  and  make  them  take  the  deeper.  Sir,  I am  of  opinion  that  neither 
the  Rump  Parliament,  nor  the  High  Commission  Court,  had  any  right  to  judge  the  King  : and  1 
esteem  not  only  those  who  sat  upon  him,  but  the  meml}ers  of  the  Rump,  to  be  as  guilty  of  his  mur- 
der as  you  do,  and  have  said  as  much  on  several  occasions.  And  must  ever  pity  that  uufortunsk 
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food  man  and  king,  who  was  ruined  (not,  as  is  commonly  thoughl,  by  a party  of  ill  aubjecta  in  bis 
own  kingdom  alone,  but)  by  Franch  contrirances  that  excited  the  rebellion,  and  by  suggestitms  to 
hit  Queen,  and  her  ascendant  over  him,  kepi  him  from  following  those  good  councils  that  were 
given  him  by  the  wisest  of  his  peers,  and  the  best  of  his  clergy  about  him.  This  1 have  always 
said;  and  this  some  histories,  lately  published,  make  evident.  I hope  you  are  now  satisfied.  This 
I find  has  been  spread  amongst  a party,  and  whispered  to  and  fro,  and  obtained  belief  because  I 
could  not  learn  what  it  was,  nor  possibly  obviate  [it].  I met  with  another,  to  the  same  purpose, 
s|>read  in  the  country* ; which  I stopped  by  resenting  it  strongly.  Pray  spread  my  answer  to  you, 
amongst  the  same  people ; you  will  do  justice,  and  oblige  me. 

1 pray  God  to  preserve  you,  and  every  good  roan,  from  the  like  villainous  and  maliciouB  calumnies 
and  slanders;  and  forgive  all  them  that  raised  or  spread  them  : 1 do  it  most  heartily.  At  my  return 
YOU  shall  have  an  appendix  to  my  last  letter,  if  God  send  life  and  health  to,  Sir,  your  affectionate 
friend, 

JoDN  Flamstsed,  M R. 

[Copied  from  the  origifxal  in  the  Bodleian  library,  Oxford.] 
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In  the  first  Abfe,  fill  up  the  blank  with  the  figures  3?  and  68- 

For  “ 36  **  read  37,” 

The  date  of  the  decease  of  FlamstccdV  father  was  March  8,  1688. 

For“  1694,”  read  ” 1694-5.” 

Cancel  the  third  A'bfe  in  that  page ; and  in  lieu  of  it  insert,  '*  This  synopsis  is  in  MSS, 
vol.  16,  |>agc  40.** 

Newton's  visit  to  the  Observatory,  alluded  to  in  the  second  note,  is  more  minutely 
recorded  in  MSS,  vol.  16.  See  page  xxxv.  of  the  Preface. 

There  are  also  three  other  copies  of  these  articles  (all  unexecuted)  amongst  the  Newton 
MSS  in  the  possession  of  the  Karl  of  Portsmouth  ; slightly  difi'ering  from  each  other. 

It  was  paid  to  Mr.  Hmlgson,  and  his  receipt  for  the  same  (dated  April  12,  1708)  is 
amongst  the  Newton  MSS  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

This  letter  wss  certainly  communicsted  to  Newton;  for  I saw  the  original  in  Flam- 
steed's handwriting  amongst  the  Newton  MSS  in  the  iMssession  of  the  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth. 

The  date,  April  18,  should  probably  be  April  19;  as  the  passage  alluded  to  is  to  be 
found  in  that  ktter.  See  page  284. 

from  the  bottom  ; for  “ the  order  of  the  dates,**  read  ” page  363.** 

Kot  ” vol.  35.**  read  ” vol.  .33.’* 

For  **  days”  read  **  degrees.” 

For  ” Parkins”  read  “ Perkins.” 

The  calculations,  on  which  the  tabic  there  given  is  founded,  are  in  MSS,  voL  51, 
page  335. 

Amongst  the  Newton  MSS  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  there  is  a copy 
of  the  formal  certificate  which  Newton  appeare  to  have  given  to  Gregory,  as  to  his 
opinion  of  Gregory's  talents  as  a mathematician.  There  are  several  letters  of  Dr. 
Gregory  addrea^  to  Newton,  amongst  those  MSS : and  1 would  here  remark  that 
the  early  ones  are  always  signed  D.  GrcgoriV  but  that  the  latter  ones  arc  signed 
« D.  Gregory.” 
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Paft  List 

130  33  The  volume  here  alludetl  to  i*  MSS,  vol.  24> 

136  11  For  “ 5°  66V*  “ 5° '66.**  The  last  two  figpires  being  deHmaU. 

142  The  itaiemcnts  given  on  this  page  were  written  on  the  letter  of  June  29, 1695.  See  the 
remark  in  page  13*7. 

145  n For  « 1664  ” read  “ 1694.** 

148  14  Put  a comma  after  the  word  **  just.” 

1G3  9 For  **  T.”  Flamsteed,  read  J.”  Flamsteed. 

166  The  letter  No.  43,  was  not  received  by  Flamsteed  till  after  be  had  written  the  subsequent 
one  (No.  44)  to  Dr.  Wallis.  The  reader  must  bear  tliit  in  mind  when  he  reads  this 
last-mentioned  letter. 

161  1 Since  this  letter  was  jirinted  I have  seen,  amongst  the  Newton  h(SS  in  the  possession  of 

the  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  the  very  letter  which  Dr.  Gregory  addressed  to  Newton, 
dated  Decem.  23,  1691,  requesting  him  to  use  his  inHueuoe  to  obtain  for  him  the 
situation  of  tutor  here  alluded  to.  The  letter  is  directed  ” To  the  much  Iranorcd  Sir 
Isaac  Newton,  &c.” 

208  28  Flamsteed's  copy  of  Dr.  Gregory's  book,  with  his  marginal  notes  thereon  (some  of  which 
arc  written  with  the  pencil  only),  is  now  the  property,  and  in  the  Library  of  the 
London  Insliitttion. 

210  26  The  tables  here  alluded  to  are  probably  those  in  MSS,  vol.  50  ]. 

2)2  16  The  person,  designated  as  Cap.  Raymer  in  this  and  other  places,  was  evidently  Dr.  Hal- 

ley; and  so  avowed  by  Flamst^  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Sharp,  dated  August  5,  1103, 
in  reply  to  his  suspicion  on  the  point. 

216  Note.  The  disorderB  in  the  Royal  Society  alluded  to  in  the  note  here  quoted,  were  occasioned 
by  the  disputes  mentioned  by  Flamsteed : for  since  that  note  was  printed.  I hare 
teen,  amongst  the  Newton  M^S  in  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  a letter 
addressed  to  Newton,  dated  March  28, 1110,  (apparently  by  an  anon3rmous  writer,) 
calling  on  him  to  exert  his  authority  to  preserve  better  ordCT,  &c,  in  the  meetings,  and 
complaining  of  Sloattc's  conduct. 

283  14  The  catalogue  of  the  6 latter  signs  of  the  xodiac,  here  alluded  to,  is  probably  the  fragment 

still  preserved  in  MSS,  vol.  21  A.  See  page  Ixvi. 

293  The  computatioDS  of  the  places  of  the  moon,  alluded  to  in  No.  161,  are  those  which  are 
■till  extant  in  MSS,  vols.  54  and  51.  They  were  afterwards  more  correctly  made  in 
Tol.  60. 

311  last  For  « 31  ” read  “ 36.” 

313  last  For  « 31  ” read  “ 36.” 

321  6 For"  1115-16”  read  » 1716.” 

321  Id  the  table,  inserted  in  this  page,  the  hours  and  minutes  have  been  inadvertently 

omitted ; they  should  stand  as  follow  ; 

March  21  . 12  19 

30  I!  41 

31  . 11  43 

And  in  the  last  column,  for  “ 2°  30'  31*',”  read  “ 2°  46'  25''.” 

332  last  For  “ vol.  31  ” read  vol.  36.” 

359  15  For  « sheets  B,  E,  P,  R,”  read  « half-sheets  B.  E,  P,  R.” 

34  By  a letter  to  Mr.  Sharp,  dated  Novem.  20,  1125,  it  appears  that  the  price  of  the  3 

volumes  was  altered  to  Jive  guineas : because  the  Dutch  were  going  to  reprint  the 
whole,  had  not  the  price  been  reduced. 

316  2 For  « 14  Hjfdra  conftn.”  read  “ 58  /fydr<r.’* 

382  26  For  “ page  127*’ read  “ pages  121  and  258.” 
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383  34  For  “ 22  Hydra  rt  Cradtris  '*  read  “ 22  CraterUV 

36  Dele  **  51  Camelnpardi  is  the  double  ttar  VII.  159,  and  not  the  star  w>  deai glutted  b)' 

BcMel  :**  for  Beuel  is  correct  in  his  identification  of  this  star. 

398  19  The  letters  annexed  to  the  stars  in  Coma  Berenicer,  were  evidently  introduced  for  the 

purpose  of  identifying  his  Sextant  Observations.  See  Historia  CaUttiiy  vol.  1, 
page  67. 

404  1 i I have  not  inserted  in  Table  I.  (page  655)  the  neic  letters  introduced  by  Flamsteed,  as 

the  major  part  of  them  have  Wn  already  pointed  out  in  the  Note  in  page  397.  The 
dupiicaies  hoaever  will  be  found  in  that  Table. 

405  last.  Add  to  the  A'bte/*  We  also  find  the  algebraic  signs  + and  — annexed;  but  without 

any  explanation  of  their  force  or  meaning.*' 

407  27  For  “ 348”  read  « 345.” 

408  ! 7 For  ” Tabic  K ” read  '*  Tabic  L." 

416  No.  203,  is  inadvertently  placed  out  of  the  regular  order  of  right  ascension 

419  No.  279,  is  inadvertently  placed  out  of  the  regular  order  of  right  ascension 

No.  281,  for  ” 23®  34'  30"  ” read  « 23®  34'  40",*’ 

427  No.  561,  for  “ 62®  41'  ” read  “ 62*  41'  30".” 

428  No.  596,  for  " 65°  45'  1 5"  ” read  « 65°  45'  55".” 

No.  613,  for  **  V ” read  “ ir*.’’ 

430  No.  675.  for  “ 21®  53'  55""  read  ” 21°  53'  5".’* 

464  No.  1834,  dele  the  letter  n. 

479  No.  2388,  for“  v ” retd  “ o.” 

484  No.  2554,  for  “ 13  Herculia”  read  “ 113.- 

491  No.  2809,  for  « 13°  33'  25"  ” read  “ 13°  32'  25";’*  and  for  **  — 43",7  ” read  “ + 16"3  " 

505  No.  3297  is  inadvertently  placed  out  of  the  regular  order  of  right  aacension. 

519  last  For  “ 5*  **  read  » 5'.” 

536  19,  For  « to  ” read  “ and.” 

584  18  Fur  *'  in  the  decUnationa  **  read  **  in  the  differences  of  decimation.” 

592  33  For  “ 1925  ” read  “ 1928  :'*  and  the  note  should  then  be  placed  in  pi^  593,  in  Uie 

order  of  the  numbers. 

41  For  1926  **  read  “ 1925.” 

612  25  For  “ 2"  ” read  “ IV’ 

26  For ”30  ” read”  15'.” 

647  Insert  an  asterisk  against  No.  276. 

648  Insert  an  asterisk  against  No.  1285. 


TUB  END. 
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